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Before a Oonnission, appointed by the 

Rt. Rev, the Bishop of New York, to 	X 
9 

take evidence in regard to alleged acts 

and utterances of the Rev, Lewis T. 	X 

Wattson, B. D., and the effect of the 

sane upon the Parish o S. John' s 	X 

Church, Kingston, N.Y.  

COPY OF PORTION OF COMPLAINT, PRESENTED BY MFSSRS. C. D. BRUYN 

AND OTHERS TO WHICH ANSWER IS MADE. 

1.  

"We, a portion of the Members and Communicants, of St." 

"John's Parish, Kingston, 	WOu:Ld respectfully set forth to" 

"Your Reverend Body, our objections to certain innovations our 'I 

"Rector Rev. Lewis T. Wattson, has introduced in the form of 

"public worship at St. John's, which have deeply grieved and it 

"offended a large portion of the Congregation". 

2.  
,,Our Rector maintains that the several points of ritual" 

"are necessary adjuncts to the proper worship of Almighty God Pt 

"We believe them to be not essential and think they ought not it 

"to be practiced, if the result should be to cause a division 

"in the Church or in any way to tapair her usefulness for good " 

"in the Coimnunity" 

Latter sentence of 

8. 

"Father Wattson expects his people to attend confession" 

"and advocates the keeping of Friday as a Fast day," 



Latter part of 

9. 

"It was startling and offensive to those who have been " 

"communicants and attendants at St. John's Church under the 	go 

"administrations of Reverend Doctor George Waters and his 	OR 

"successors, during which long period the Church had prospered" 

"spiritually and materially advanced until it had attained a H 

"high position within the Dioce, the Rectors commanding the to 

"reverence and respect of 1t6 Communicants and of the whole U--

"community for learning 1sincerity and Christian character, and" 

"the service as conducted by them was one "Worthy of God". 	* 

"The implication to the contrary we declare to be unwarranted " 

"by fact and extravagant in form and to be unjust to the 

"several Rectors preceding the present in charge of this 	1 

"Church." 

Latter sentence of 

"That the ueting at which the Rector stated they voted" 

"in favor of incense was not properly a Vestry meeting as 

"certain members were not notified. 11  

23. 

"We think the course pursued by our Rector has resulted" 

"in great injury to the Church. A number of our best and old- 

"eat members have felt it impossible to attend a service so 	" 

"largely made up of the spectacular and that which is alike " 

"offensive to their conscience and reason. Parents have taken " 

"their children from the Sunday School, Others who still 

"attend the services will not partake at the Celebration of " 



"the Lords Supper. We believe if the present state of affairs It  

	

"continue, many will leave the Church, and the good work of 	It 

"the past will be largely undone." 

P14. 

	

"The attendance at the different services is largely 	H 

"composed of people brought there by curiosity, without these H 

"we think that the attendance by the members is small." 

25. 

"In order to settle the present trouble in our Parish, 

"we can name only one thing which in our judgment will be 

"effectual, and that is the resignation of Mr. Wattson," 

23. 

"We think matters h.ve reached a point where it would " 

	

"be impossible to resume the cordial relations which should 	of 

"exist between priest and people," 

91 7.  

"We come to this conclusion with deep regret, Our 

"Rector has had in the past our hearty support and sincere 

"friendship." 

28,  

"We assure your Committee that nothing of a personal 

"nature has entered into this trouble. Nothing but a sincere 

"desire for the good of this Parish and love for our Church, 

"has caused us to take this action." 

29,  

"In support of the allegations hereinbefore set forth, 

"we file herewith, as exhibits, the following papers, to-wit: 



It 

30. 

Section 4."Petitions and statements signed by a large 

'number of communicants and members of the Parish with memo-

"randa concerning the signets." 

Section 5. "Statement containing names of members of the 

Parish who have already withdrawn their pledges for the 

surt of the Church. 11  

Signed: 

Charles D. Bvuyn, 

F. J. R. Clarke, 

R. Dewitt Mulford, 

Augustus Hayes. 



To the Ven1  W. R. Thomas, D D. and the Revs Rufus Eery and 

Samuel Aker1Ti, a Commission appointed by the Rt. Rev, the 

Bishop of New York, to take evidence in regard to the alleged 

effect upon the Parish of S. John's Church, Kingston, N.Y,, of 

alleged acts and utterances of the Rev. Lewis T. Wattson, B. Ii., 

the Rector of said Parish: 

The lindersigned, a Committee appointed by the Vestry of S. 

John's Church, in accordance with the directions of the above 

named Commission, to represent said Church and Vestry before 

said Commission, respectfully lay before you various objections 

to, and prayers in regard to certain hereinafter specified 

names, allegations and other matters, contained in a Complaint, 

presented to said Commission, by Messrs. C. D. Bruyn, F. J. R. 

Clarke, E. D. W. Mulford and Augustus Hayes, in the form and 

manner as hereunto annexed. 

Kingston, N 0Y,, January 3Q,  1895. 

Committee. 
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We -pee.- fully ,  rqueit a4 py that th 	hr Ift  ii t 

e?ht!d, mathoritY for the wttMrwvti of which in hereinto 

KnnExed, be wtt!yIr*wn frorA thO roOPIPIa l.-Its PrO30MWI to tS 

Cotion, 

 

by 	 Charles Ti. Bryn, P, J. R 011*ykø, 

W. Mni'ord mid AxiVastivs i- aye, to-wit; 

) 



11. 

Wt z'especf1iy ojt to the wis hrzuLftr anavinrntei, 

wMth appear to bo signed to a CopIint, prosented to this 

be Messrs. chr1s 11, Truyz, !• J. B. Clarko, TK. D. 

w. P41i.3.for1 anW Aistns linav e, and WQ respo tPi lly pray, that 

the zi 	es be truo Vro thq ,1i f7omplalnt. Our rnesons 

for our objectim and prayer being In earnb onse annexed to the 

rAimu obj,oted to, to-wit: 
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t/Lf ,Le-t-t _ 
W 	 lr raspeotfIl 	bj&t to, and move to strUe from "0 rAM- 

plaint, proswn.ted to this Coiintn bp Mossrs, Oheries D. HytVn 

and others, all quotattn.ns from end references to, a oertth 

alleged newppr article, n1legal to have been published In 

the New York Times of J3eoeber 	., 1894, in reterence to the 

services in S. John's Church, on advent Sunday 14; said 

alloed extract and the references thereto, •ce!eflcing wtth tht 

words, Uwe  think it proper end important" and continuing thrci 

several paragraphs in said Co'plaInt, murRed by w ' W7u 



2. That under the ruling of this Commission, on January 4th., 

1895, that "it authority from the Rt. Rev, the Bishop of New 

York, "did not include inquiry into ritual or ceremonial acts 

"or utterances alleged to have been done or uttered by the 	I' 

"aforementioned Rev, Lewis T. Wattson, B. 1),, and the lawful- It 

"ness thereof"; we object to, and move to strike out from the 

Complaint presented to this Commission by Messrs. Charles P. 

Bruyn and others, as wholly irrelevant, immaterial and super-

fluous, all allegations in regard to alleged ceremonial or 

ritual acts or utterances, alleged to have been done or uttered 

by the said Rev, Lewis T. Wattson, B. B.,, and all references to 

the sane except as herein, or in our answer specially excepted; 

to-wit: eacli and every paragraph of said Complaint, excepting 

the first two paragraphs marked by us "1" & 112"; the latter 

sentence of paragraph marked by us 118" commencing as follows, 

"Father Wattson expects &c.;" the latter part of paragraph 

marked by us as 119" from the words "It was startling and offen 

sive "to the end; last sentence of paragraph marked by us 111511; 

paragraphs marked by us 112311 1, 912411 1  9125", "26 11 9  1027 00 1  0128", and 

paragraph marked by us I3 fl_ Sections --114" & "5". Please par- 

don this rather awkward mode of designation; as no copy of the 

Complaint was furnished to us by the Complainants, we were 

obliged to depend on the kindly courtesy of the Secretary of 

this Commission to procure a type-written copy of the same for 

us -_ at our own expense-- and as the type-writer was not 

authorized to introduce any designations not in the original 

we we obliged to adopt our own, It may seem to the Commission 

that some of the above enumerated exceptions transgress the 



On the following grounds. 

First. 

That it is inrnateria1, irrelevant and improper, 

Second. 

That a newspaper article is no evidence of the fact alleged. 

Third. 

That this Commission can not receive any testimony not duly 

authenticated 

Fourth. 

That it is hearsay evidence and not admissible under any 

circumstances. 

Fifth. 

That it is not the best evidence. 

11!, 

1 Under the ruling of this Coninission, that "its authority 

from the Rt. Rev, the Bishop of New York, did not include in-

quiry into any facts or allegations in regard to the Church of 

the Holy Cross, Kingston, N,Y.," we object to and move to strike 

out from the Complaint, presented to this Commission by Messrs. 

Charles D. Briyn  and others, and from all accompanying schedules 

lists or names, or other exhibits, as wholly irrelevant, inima-

terial and superfluous, all allegations, statements, quotations 

or references in regard to the said Church of the Holy Cross, 

and also the names of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Mason, who belong 

to the said Church of the Holy Cross, and not to S. John's 

Church. 



ruling of the Commission in regard to the limitations of its 

authority-- we assure the Commission that such transgressio* 

was riot our intention but that such exceptions seemed to us 

necessary for the consideration, if possible, of the allegations 

of the Complaint in succesive order, and for the presentation 

of our answer in parallel form to the Complaint. 

V. 

We respectfully object to and move to drop from the exhibits 

in this case "a complete file of the paper called the "Pu.pit 

of the Cross" named in paragraph 1130" section 1 of the Complaint 

presented to this Comrnlss ion by Messrs. Charles B. Bruyn and 

others, upon the following grounds, to-wit: 

That it is admitted in the said Complaint that the complete 

file of the aforementioned paper is introduced as corroborative 

evidence in regard to the ritual approved and the doctrine 

taught by the Rev. Lewis T. Wattsori, and as this Commission 

has ruled that it is not authorized to enquire into these 

matters and has excluded direct evidence in regard to the same; 

any corroborative or circumstantial evidence upon these points 

would be manifestly improper, immaterial, irrelevant and 

superfluous. 

V19  

We respectfully object to, and move to strike out from the 

Complaint presented to this Commission by Messrs. Charles B. 

Bruyn and others, all reference to a certain catechism alleged 

to have been used in S. Johns S. S. , paragraph marked by us 

in 1130" section 2, and that the catechiam be dropped from the 



"exhibits" for the reasons hereinafter stated, to-wit: 

That the allegation that the said Catechism was introduced 

and taught in the Sunday School by the Rector or by his author-

ity is raise and misleading. The facts are these. Through an 

error in—same shop to wheh the Rector sent an order for a 

different Catechism the said Catechism named in the Complaint 

was sent to us, 4.t was on receipt Issued to one class and, used 

for a few Sundays; upon the attention of the Rector being 

called to the fact that it was not the Catechism he had order-

ed, he immediately withdrew it. The responsibility for the 

introduction of this Catechism into S. Johns Sunday School 

must rest upon some subordinate in the S. S. who received 

package and issued the Catechism wthout first submitting 

to the Rector the question of itA correctness. 

Vii, 

We respectfully pray that we have leave to file with 

this C issin, a corrected copy of the Complaint and Sbedule 

of names presented by Messrs. C. D. lruyn and others, from 

which all allegations, statements, names, quotations and ref-

erences struck out by this Commission shall have been elimi-

nated and that said corrected Complaint and Schedule of nes 

when approved as correct by the Commission be declared by this 

Commission to be the Official copy of said Complaint, to be 

submitted to the Rt. Rev, the Bishop of New York, wIth the 

evidence in regard to the same as taken by this Commission. 











































We, the undersigned, respectfully ask the Corthuission to 

withdraw our names from the paper of protest presented you 

in evidence against our Rector, the Rev. Lewis T. Wattson. 
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We the undersigned, hereby ask the commission to remove 

our names as complainants from the petition of remonstrance 

presented in evidence against the ritualistic practices of 

Rev.Lewis T. Wattson, Rector of S.J,i's church, Kingston,N.Y. 







?o the yen, W, R. ?he*a*, fl.). ewt the Revs. Ruftts Hery and 

uel A'ker]y a Cori*ission appointed by the Rt, Rev, the 

Mshp Of Now iOr, icC. cc. 

For as imich as Mrs, Charles D. l3ruyn,  E. D, W. Mil-

ford, P. J. R. Clarke ant Atustus Mayon, in a Crwtplaint pre-

sented before ytr reverend body, have taker. men themselves 

to rnak* The following declaration, to-wit: "In order to settle 

the present trible in our Parish, we can ne only one thing 

which in our judgaent will be offset 	and that is the reig' 

nation of Mr. WattsonM. 

We, the undersigned. 	.ir4 Vtrymen, 	. John's 

Church, do hereby utter ojit 
	

pro%et against any 

such proposal and at the same time desire to put on record the 

cordial eateem in which we hold our Rector and the sincere 

hope that he may continue In the cure or our souls for a long 

time to come. 

C 











-- X--  x---. - X-_ 	x 
To the Von. W. R. Thomas, D. D, and the Revs. Ruflus 1aery and: 

Samuel Ackerly, a Commission appointed by the Rt. Rev, the X 

Bishop of New York, &c. • 

'7  - 	-_ X---- 

Statement 

" 

St.teinent 0±' John W. Kerr arid family-- Mr. Kei-rshaving been one 
1 /fi(, 	 I'  

of the founders of the Parish and his whole 	i1y baptized and 
A 

conf'irned. in S. Johns. 

The size of the present Congregations seems to us in excess 

of former years-- Sunday mornings mostly our own people-- on 

Sunday nights we have a larger nxber of I*transientst  whoia we 

are rost happy to welconie and cordially invite to make their 

religious home with us. We know of no debt or embarrassment in 

the Parish Treasury, all obligations are, as far as we know, 

promptly met, d we ihik the financial condition of the Parish 

better than at any time within our re1ren'brance. 710 could not 

agree with any proposition for the res1gna1on of our present 

Rector; his continuance with S. Johns appears to us very im-

portant for the material interests of the Parish and his faith-

ful instructions and admonitions of great benefit to each of us 

of the laity.  

Kingston, N.Y., February 63, 1895. 

	 p 
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To the Ven, W. R. Thomas, Ti. D. and the Revs Rufus Iiery and 

Samuel Ackerly a Commission appointed by the Rt. Rev, the Bishop 

of New York, &c. &c, 

STATEMENT OF JOHN BRODHEAD. 

I am a Communicant, Vestryman and the Treasurer of the Parish. 

There is no debt or ernbarrassaent of the Treasury. Pledges are 

punctually paid-- all obligations promptly zitet. Salaries are 

Paid nonthiy by cheques through the post-office-- all other 

bills on proper certification. The allegations of injury or 

disaster present ot threatened to S. John1 s on account of the 

course of the Rector appear to me entirely untrue and absurd. 
11 

It appears to me that the resignation of Rev. Mr. Wattson would 

be very unfortunate for the Parish - that S. John's has thus 

far prospered under his direction and that our prospects for 

the future are largely dependent upon his continuance with us. 

Kingston, N.Y,, February 4-, 1895. 

at,,~ ~~ U- 

 

  



To the 'len, W. R. Thomas, D.D. and, the Revs. 

Rufs 1aery and Saiiuei &ckerly, a Commission 

appointed by the Rt. Rev, the Bishop of New York 

x---- x- - -- x---- x- --- x- -- - 	x--- -- x.-- - - x-- -- x- --- -- 

Statement Statement of Stephan D Hood- I am a cornmuriiant, contributor 

and choir master of S. Jo'rms Church, and have been connected 

with the Parish about 12 years--4 !dave read the statements of 

Mr. John W. Kerr and Mr. John Brodhead, Treasurer of the Par-

ish, and most heartily endorse everything  that they state in 

regard to the present condition and prospects of S. John's 

Church and In regard to the character, example and services of 

The Rev. Lewis T. Wattson, it seems to me that he has, with the 

blessing of Providence, and his most earnest efforts, made 

S. John's what it is and that all statements or predictions of 

injury or harm to the Parish by reason of his official course, 

are absolutely false and 'ntrte and without any foundation in 

fact. -Taving charge of the music of the Church and Sunday 

School( under the direction of the Rector) it seems to me 

aiite proper that I should add Ø  KU my testimony in regard 

to his interest in, and attention to tho details of this most 

important part of Divine Service, and to sáte that the inter-

est of the members of the choir is largely due to the Rector's 

habitual presence at rehearsals and the esteem and affection 

which every member of the choir cherishes for him. It is a 

source of great satisfaction and gratification to me to know 

that the musical part of our Service meets with universal 

approval and frequently receives public commendation. The 



Rector surely should not be criticised because the services 

of our church are so attractive that people of other denomi-

nations attend our church and are pleased with our Service. 

Many people have noticed and spoken to me with reference to 

our present large congregations. I can remember when before 

the incumbency of the Revs  Lewis T. Wattson, that I was the 

only man present at Sunday night service, and had to leave my 

place in the choir to hand the collection plate to about a 

dozen ladies scattered through the pews, now our Sunday night 

Congregations fill the church except upon a stormy evening. 

Kingston, N.Y. , February 	, 1895. .  

'7 
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To the Ven. W, R. ThQmas, D. P0  and the Revs, ufts nery and 

Samuel Ackerly a Commission appointed by the Rt. Rev, the Bishop 

f New York, &c. &c. 

STATEMENT OF MRS. WILLIAM B. FITCH, 

I am a corrnmicant and a contributor of S. JO}tfltS  Parish, 

have been connected with the Church since 1854-- and at the 

resent time thinJ<: the congregations are as large if not larger 

than any previous year-- they are not persons that come out of 

curiosity; the communicants are larger in number than formerly 

and with the exception of a few persons, there is no dissatis-

faction with the present Rector and I think it would be very 

disastrous to the Parish if anything should occur that would 

cause the Rev, Lewis T. Wattson to leave. The finances as far 

as I know are in a better condition than former years. 

























To the Ven, Wra, R. Thomas, D0 D., and the Revs. Rufus 14hery and 

Samuel Ackerly, a Connission appointed by the Rt. Rev, the 

Bishop of Now York, to take evidence in regard to the effect 

upon the Parish of S. 3ohus Church, Kingston, N.Y. of alleged 

acts and utterances of the Rev. Lewis T. Wattson, B.D., the 

Rector of said Parish: 

The undersigned, a Committee appointed by the Vestry of S. 

John's Ohirch in accordance with the directions of the above 

named Commission, to represent said Church and Vestry before 

said Co:rmission, respectfully object to and protest against 

the presentation, filtug or consideration of a paper served 

upon the 1011uission by the C0p1ainaiits on or about 	:rvry 

16th., 1895, endorsed "Supplemental Exhibit No. 1" and appear-

ing to be signed by Mr. and Mrs. Charles 0. Livingstone and 

twenty-two other persons; on the following grounds, to-wit: 

First. 

That the said Exhibit forrts part of the direct testimony of 

the affirmative side of the case and should have been presented 

as part of the sa'te-- that the consideration thereof at the 

present time would in effect reopen the direct evidence of the 

affirmative side after the Oiission had decided, in accordance 

with the ruling of the Rt. Rev. Bishop of the Diocese, that the 

direct testimony was closed upon the filing of their answer by 

these respondents. 

Second. 

That only one fourth of the persons whose names appear to be 

signed to the aforeiaentionedExhibit have any much, status in 

S. Johus church as to entitle them to take part in its affairs 

or to a hearing before this Commission, and that the Introduc- 



RespstfiUy subitteci-- 

tion of the wies of thr'e fourths of, 4V-'ne zt11eed s1gnrs to the 

Jthibit is an irregu1r and officious act which should not be 

coiintenancerl by this 	issioi0  

In ease the, 	 overrules our objctior; n1 de-licles to 

receive and cns1der the above named Ththihit then we claim the 

iht to a hearing in refutation of th allegations of the sse 

n4 in opposition to the copeteroy of the herein aveenticne 

:roportioi of thp tlicgeri signers thereto, 

Kingston, 	Thbri*ry/1 1895. Committee, 
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