i 7
I
S cﬂf//”" /,/"{”"Y"{ C--"Z’W///xf/y Jé%‘afé‘

o eHitug of He Vealiy duly cala ly M
é'./fr/ﬁ*- pns Helid 4l He EHnrell wm /7{;
Ahbpve clnte )

gf/mk ‘jﬁ/ V( !r X ‘

7/2’/‘///;;.! 7 srgn 200 //‘/ﬁflf/b

//Jf //}If/( . ‘«/f{/‘//f//mm’ /ff?ff/% V2 s /fm,//\
///%r/(/ /f //M’/ 73, / ﬁ/ 70,

%7- e ey ”7 ey ,””71_ 7 % /f/r?(n Lrt s /
%
///f/ﬁr’/ /D ﬁ/' S anda r'/w( m‘ IAIIE

Frntine 4 /IJI”/M

s e (qffu/f(, ﬂ‘f.-:f/”/a’ ~ /fr 740”. /j
‘ﬁl’ ﬁr 2 ﬁ’/%m( 7"(¢d///r/”/ '/fir e~
757—" r/c ¥ /- Q:/ /?"/I”J /'4’/ r 7(4/ o 7 zr}f/ /,fﬁr.

.’-{I!/( L
Ind //n// $veorverl 7 w relor® 7 be ‘yemrnledl

(G/ et 0)< f’///// ~ /i ;",;1/(;( (flffrnféz/ / ";f I
Cayy, //m/ s . /71c /”//lllmy /e /dz/ff../&/( sraed T <

z //ﬂMm/:/ 7 /f///(
%I’{ﬂd :A tim:m /f/rddnf-/ 7/”7‘ o /ﬂ”/m 7

77;,_”( % Lla/ c// W atamre sis =/f1r//1 ‘/’y"“*

/
/ LTy P4 //‘]’('ﬁ;” S~ olrgg e e ?&L LR



/}11/ Z)Auar( horZl g/~ /’f)‘/gzd m*#ﬂ% -~
Cf‘laaf« /ﬂrirf/ 7¢ /7Z/I/Vrr( ﬁf/‘ /éizc /f?/””"
//rfm'( Vs /dh 7% //frrm,f( %r //’/f’“’
dnd Suh m-n /)’?" b1y /rf ///m: Sy Me Porrmrree!~

/4/00 A yeav m ﬁf/f/ﬁw(‘ /32/’””'/
V. 4//7,4 /” Mnﬁ’; % /Z‘f :/d/;? e g v for t7¢
/f! <z /b,,,( 7 ///fd% 771%;( e g /ﬂ("&’?’;’l 7 ﬁé

£ n%rﬁr‘fﬁ 157 LAy vvre— I/(J frafiﬂa%zn

ﬂﬁ 17, a/IZ;/;£ ﬁ;(l e’/;{ff//?r‘ o fi’/fvllfd/;[ 7/5
//f(f/\ ﬁ(l(_ é’/y'ﬁ(’,{f\ #_c J’/ef/_’?/ / /2}#
fean M/)‘”g /?f/rm' 7 )’VI!('(, kg;f‘vnrc Vil 4 /;f £

N /’77!11‘7 W= J\f}y A yedrsna Y e .

‘\& /.:rr ,/ ch7/7 /7;,/- ﬁ[( G have f, 4
Chtypsef z;:,:;, fr/, s U’ G - ";f/ﬂ;(, /_%éc
e /Z’lmlﬁ s sf e Y/ /457 ,y/L \P /aé;,, ﬂ(////'/ )
/’/44- //,. ~ ﬁr(( ’{/J/'/r frmrn /r‘f;r//ffr/;/ /‘ffzg) 2
C';Vﬂ/q.r‘f -’-’"'ffi ‘\{j” velon ) /ﬁ/ ﬁﬂ 6,4;///7'/"/;_-
=Trern /fﬁ(L;D e A1 s0pone £+ £y s 4 f{ , ,{4’0() /
wd Yz f\\///ﬂr of- s //;/JU/-Z”/_
7’?’) / /




=

6:/#/’;’# é%”y@/‘( f; /fr;/ ?A/Jlfg/

o clhtiy ofHc Yty e ntd %
77
/#I% /A"/iri},'yé, Ve/? 4,{/ al- /Z,‘f (%f'// /?//%

Ahrnve AnlC .

6/ i / L7/ A wrlr—:
/ el d / C @:"?/yﬂ //ﬂ{) / ﬁ’f/ e
' 7
ﬁ’ (’ﬁ:‘f/ merts | /ffl rinent 4/ Vs /f‘ 4"4‘4/ ///477( 3

(}fr me/‘ é 4//.00//4,
/:’I( /,Un.} V2. 2 J/ g

{—'//””ff’ ’7‘4 tha /ffn'fﬁf«'/ f‘//;///?D /)///J,(

”% /;’31’577- o/l l‘f/( a /f — //':: ECr /ﬂ”ﬁ/!/ 7L,
f(/lvm? /f( \{-;/f//u /Mf‘/fﬂ /m_}”’yﬁ/ Vi /4 %ﬁ

Ghnir,
(@// //m’fn;n z,;/ Y - // ”//é Aormnled §r/ ”{/, ——
: !7/ f;)’!ﬂ f'l(/( -

Z’Iﬁ%‘fﬂj //L Ir 7t IO AR (87 AT

/7/4 /[~ e 0'(4’ o/~ s #e /Y//[/J”rf(

o /Zf Arane /z, V2 /M/;r/(,
En 1757 Zﬁ o/l /i/ ;/(/(,./« t/f//’///lf/’v /}}/

c"//l’“/l(--%'ﬁwﬂ(//é' -‘)775'!/“ /L/(l( @/f'n(; b A =



- Stel ol b '7'74/ }%{‘ "{}%[;r I?,’ff'- 73 f////?”;///pr{;
(i # o e /V» Yic %J’/:Ly 3

(,Q ;f';,-r/!,/ certi fy TS T abbwve of 4
Correcl exlhncl~ 7791 Jie f“'//fﬂ;f@ 7/~ e
1oty np- N nred , nloo Sn/ 7
/%'14/ /m/f'/;?;{ e A rn“a% Hhe Smve
(0 thon of e Gooly, o) M/ He
7"??/3: n/17¢ ﬁ'/ffu,r;,(. ‘/mn‘ sree //ID ffrm”@

/71'.%/;‘!!}‘ f?’;: ’vd I/frﬂﬂfn’( e




cr;%/fw éﬁr/’”f/" J

t/ﬁ werm for y . /@{/

(’/ﬂ C///I’?fw} V\ Sie %ﬁ 7, f/;f/y Cndbont ’{7 Wl‘é
2 ?{ﬁf‘- el ’/f/a”/ Via ﬁ{ M}T/ 27 f?//n-/(
Al

/j'/ﬂ”/ = (///‘/f;,' /{-f?f Z i
A prrtons . //f/ r17) //;;’ 1o i
Vi byt L"f’/z"’ff”’”‘f flf%/z’/”
Dl /b 1ihe , En :’ﬁzfxxwf

A s et RS
(_'/ﬁ« %,r bl 71V 102 7 Avelorrerl . drrve 9

 d

7 - il
4 /' ; {4';' s {
/ﬁlﬁ yna, ~fﬂ e 74-4'”: / 74 fﬂ’f:,"/r 77y '.:/L V'
# = 2 f ﬂ
Crrpealetielerl i ///’r 7///;7 7l )

\(’ /')'17//,' - .
c‘,# = ?‘(/, /,//,‘7 ”7 (’//,f,’/_, ”’ 7 P ”, il d

zéﬂcflnf.aa

7 -
/?l & l.‘ffa;u 7 f/( Fion 1 / ‘/:'r oot Friea

/ (sl 1y //ur/m,? /thr /71( //ﬂr (f el & 9'71 /)Flé’/ﬂi

/”72' 7% L/{’/ﬂfn iV 4 /r/‘# //.o/;,/ S }lfﬁj /,ﬁ“
7?14 /r—/o/ i //fm%’ A (’/fnyff e frorrt 4/4 Yrs

/l///( //m&/ ,JII'W/f!c /II % )ﬁ)/?}? 7/( /i

//J( 7 /Ilh’/ /{/ﬁr c ’?'r/v”r/‘ d 0 s, 47"- #(

@/tr/f[”’/" 47£ {”/?’7!%'/(_ }677;_/4'(’ S1.0 F- /.r/ ///.éf//#/(

i ely e nae o/~ fq'.m»’ i



Ll - i 7 2 >
c,/ = A !f/??f/[: /( HELT f?frnC /.4."(7/.!(’///[( .‘-ji A /7 <

éﬂﬁé/f.r/"-
J (////4 _/ z// 4//’/4 l/(f’a?fl/”f // ".”/%4(

74; f//f;,—,,, /_,7 i /d p/i ”/r(

/f f:’f vy ’f{'( sta¢ /r/~ oliprir g e ,{) fum-(' //’};J/f 2 Ao
e ¢leny coml /74‘ rvfrrinled Hn&han ,,%w{/mf, %’figﬂ"(s'
ff/!) 7{2 Y ;ﬂlfl /; A N Ve f;'w por Frree. /17'5’/7;2,

¢ %{rf/ ta Yal ﬁ; 73 é)fz,/ 4 e, Y 2 /)}( (‘//ﬂ/ /'/;; //_;ff
/’! fveref / bive \Lﬂ'/f'ﬁ'l&f f’e{u/{ /;{ﬁd y t,/"a’fz?, ///D

ér /{ﬂ’fﬂt 1%4!/1: /r 2 :
< ‘r!//) /ff:’/ ed , /?I; & ’?{/‘/;” s a s~ e Y& ;f'?;f/frfﬂ/
’”’”’ /"f & ctnm el nrrcL, e /(z ste Lormorr rf/ 4‘”‘?
x\{'u thire. ud ﬁ% (A'I/fp( /f/f,(/ ”f(/c /Z':"/;/‘r//-/;,

éf/ﬂl /: { £4 //d( /IA \,ﬂlflflfj( s ((’kf (] é”/?/lfr/

/A Tic \_14’11,7, 0/47‘44 o1 A 7//./;( St 7 77q

- >
C’”/ )74 Vﬂr/‘ / @f?’l{/{ hry 2 -

%](/ﬂ[? ; rj/‘ c"}{?/;f?t/er C/Vf’i/ e Hic /:-’/:' ’74
S /ﬂ/ 73 (041:‘//\ //// ey ﬁ'& O 2rry -rf?"/fg
O‘ﬁﬂr?‘ .J,r/ 4::( f;; /;v/;w‘ %(v /:'/IVIﬂ 7!'-’ a /;r/'l{,
7rmf'y- y//',r/ /;/ \.J/n{ ”D ¢ &7 ,-,',mr/( %#f /4%'”

7;( Vi If‘fd 6!) A3 / S lﬂ/ f;ﬂ” W /Z// / 57 ol 2"1(,"‘-777?4/7/5/‘;‘
jr
{

O7s 1 dpflid /;7 %74//}/ 000 vole. |
0’7‘%’«) C//.Au:r f/rz (g 1 /,9 {{/yfnr//;

%//r/ fihas ///' wrr "'62’/3"'!/!
Vf’//,-{/ f’% ,?—r/;,/"'”zfﬁ

\,Q Jerehe t-,,?“ /f b/~ //)Lc /// 7P VE ( s tprprcs- € V/!#z/\
ﬁ’mr ////fm'/' 7 /f- //‘( vy /}/‘ i(, ’f’?/{ P 04’/'-(/

WirTH g Yok PV v 1’//&/:-,7



B / oA F
C D/ﬂ/nm A
| /2.6 94

= i ; : C# =)
CEty Sy S, ///—///;’//!f c’“ﬁf C’J ,
N

CAKiy (v/,//r" E
A - 4
S Krrems //{' rnse
4 / .
% vl Ly #rcely f/‘lmq D psrentes Ao /77//.»@4}6,

Kooty lon s darloae o Tl
DK T eiting 2/ chrvisy bor /ZT 7
/7//) Van v 1w /‘/f///}/\ Py ¥4 Sir K

| /ﬂiL /@ﬁ}mm a@/aé; v ﬁ) /é'?'f// /D

3 ’
/7 /’ J %D NI 710 VA 2 é/y Ve 2 O
fﬁnn"i:c A’I!ff;ny' , //?ﬂ %/L ﬂfg/ //!'4*
“fﬁatﬁnff £y fll(?D oy Dt 7;/f;—~(?0:
: Sie /?’(/I}Jlf/-( Va Jic //‘Jff;y :
}l/;ff d/‘%/»rf V74 (J,[-,?,[“.ﬁ e e, //”5 i

:‘?f//"?n'(,a, ( e 1115 73 ﬁ/r// =

(2 F7
) 8 v - r’Jf:“ P
é?«/y‘ ;f/{(: ‘:"ﬁ:-‘:’:', B

L]
7/” lolnec. 71




| EXTRACT FROM THE RECORD OF THE VESTRY OF S, JOHN'S CHURCH,

KINGSTON, N, Y,

EA meeting of the Vestry, duly called by the Rector,vwas held
‘at the Rectory on ‘December 29th, , 1894,

hPresent'

. The Rector,

‘
Wardens: Reynolds and Xraft,

Vestrymen: Brodhead, Decker, Herdman, Phillips,

Tompkins, Van Buren, =-—==—=—ccc=-=- 8,

If

1
f
I
i
l
i
|
I
\
/
V

In obedience to a request from the Ven, W, R, Thomas, D, D,,
\

| Chairmen of a Gommission, consisting of himself and the Revs.
| Rufus Emery and Samuel Ackerly, appointed by the Rt, Rev, the

ﬁBishop of New York, to take evidence in regard to the alleged

H .
| effect upon S, John's Parish, Kingston, N,Y,, of alleged acts

l

“and utterances of the Rev, Lewis T, Wattson, B, 7,, the Rector

“of said Parish, that this Vestry appoint e Committee to rep-

ﬁresent the Church and Vestry before said Commission,

QThe Vestry appointed as such Committee,

I Augustus W, Reynolds,
John E, Kraft,

1 Augustus J, Philiips,

lI hereby ceritify that the above is a correct extract from the
I

‘mimites of the Vestry.

|S, dJohn's Church, Xingston, N,Y,, Jar 3rd, , 1895,
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Before a Somalssion, counsisting of :
T™he Ven, Witlliam R, Thonas, D.,D,., X

The Rev, Rufus Fmervry,

The ®ev, Sammiel Ackerly,

aprointed by the Rt, Rev, the Bishaop ;

of New York, +to0 tzke evidence, in re- X

gard to the alleged effect, upon the

Parish of S, John's Church, Xingston, k

N.Y,., of certein alleged acts and ;

ntterances nf the Rev, Lewis T, Vettson, ;

B,D, ,the Rector of sald Parish,

Imcem e cr e ce X e e fo e fe e e r e ce X m e e

The undersigned, Augustus W, Reynolds, John E, Kraft and
Augustus J, Phillips, a committee Auly appointed-- certiticate
of apuointment annexed-- by the Vestyry of the aforementiioned
S. Johnts Church, to represent the said Church and Vestry, de-
fore sald Commission, respectfully meke answer, to the Complaint
of Messrs, Charles D, Bruyn, ¥, J, R, Clarke, £, Dewitt Mulford
and Augustus Hayes in the form and marrer following, to-wit:

1.

They rdeny each antd every allegation in said Gomplaint
contained, ndt hersinbetore or hereinafter specifically admit-
ted,

2.
To the recital of alleged ceymonial, or ritual acts, or

pulpit ntrerances, by the said Rev, Lewis T, Wattson, they make




no answer, or reference, nor ¢o they stibmit any evidence or
statement, in regard to the same, except in cases where refer-
snne to the same may seem incidentally necsessary for the pres-
ervation of the unity of this answer, and in order to its pre~
gsentation to this Comaission in tangible form and parallel
with the respective paragraphs oil the Complaint, for the reas-
on that suech answer, evidence, refervence or statement would bDea
improper, immaterial, irrelevant and superfluous, after the
ruling of this Comaission, at a former sessioin, to the effect
that, "its anthority from the Rt, Rev, the Bishop of New ¥York,
Aid not empower this Cormurission to take ev#idence in retard
to, or to inquire into, matters of ceremony, ritual or doctriue”
and this Committee have petiticned, in accordsaince with above
ruling of the Commission, that all aliegations, statements,
quotations, references and exhiovits in regard to these mat-
’Cﬁuu,’_ @, r A ——
ters-- except as -—- be struck cut of the
Complaint to which this is an answer,
R

In answer to the statements of Paragraphs "1" & "2" of
the Complaint, we deny the allegation that the acts of the
Rector nave deeply grieved and offended a large portion of the
Congregation-- on the contrary, nine tenths of the Congrega-
tion are well satisfierd and much plessed with our preseat
order of Divine Service, and for those who prefer a plalner
dervice, the Rector haé arranged that two thirds ot the 8er-
vices in each month are as simple as they could wish and those

Services are rezularly atiended,without murmur or objection,

. &
by those who prefer a more elaborate ceymonial, and are
n




entirely within the reach, 1if they chose to avall themselves
]of the opportunity, of the few who are inspired to Adissatis-
faction and orposition by the promoters of the Complaint now
Iunder consideration,

We deny that the four laymen, who rresent the said Com-

plaint, have authority to dictate to the Clergy in regard to
natters of cermmonial or doctrine, or that their position in
the hierarchy of the Shuarch in this Contry authorizes them
to decide what 1s or is not essential in Divine Service or
what rites o¥ doctrines should or should not be practiced or
taught, Judgment in these matters is, so far as we are inform—
ed, one of the funecticns of the Episcopate and has not, within
our knowledge or information, been delegated to the laity,

We deny that there is any division in S5, Johu's Zhurch,
exeeprt as the persons who present this Complaint, have sepa-

rd
ratad themselves, or inshbired the separation of others, most

"of them related, cor subject to, or dependent in verious ways
upon, the Chief promotey and first sigher of the Complaint to
which this is an answer,

We deny the implied allegation, that the usefulness of
S. John's Church in the Commnity has been impaired by the acts
and utterances of the Rector: if tne Commissioners could attend
our Services and estimate the number of the Congregation, on
Sunday nights, when the Rector is to preach, and we open our

doors with cordial welcome to all, they could not have mich

doubt as to the esteem in whieh S, John's is held, and its

probable influence for good in Xingston,




ﬂ LR e ﬂ!—

4.

In reply to the latter sentence of paragraph "8"“; "Father
Vattson expects his neovle to attend Confession and advocsates
the keeping ot Frirday us a fast day'--

1, We admit that the Rector from time to time admonishes us
lay peovle, according to the substance, if not alwavs in the
exact weords, of the longer exhortation in the Communion Cffice,
to consult him or some other lawful minister of God's word, in
regard to our spirituel condition and neede, when required, but
we deny the implication of the Complaint, thst he imposes this
ldigcipline indiscriminately or arbitrariiv, or that he demands
it, as an habituel pre-requisite to Communion,

2, We admit that the Rector, Trom time to time, admonishes

e of the precept of the Couion Prarvey Boolk, wnich directs the
observance offi "all the Fridays in the year", as days of fasting
and abstinance, and that he reninds ns of our obligation to ab-

stain from social festivities, amusements and luxuries on FriAday:

‘but we deny that he imposes any specific or onerous regulations
in regarrd to the manner in which we should perform this oLY¥ious
daty,

5.

T reply to the latter part of payragraph "9", we fail to find
in the context any foundation for the allegation, in regard to
any nndue criticism oxr unfailr judgment of former Rectors: Tfor
all of whom we entertsin, and doubt rot that our Rector does,

sentiments of respect and regard. In evidence of nis sentiments

in regard to our honored friend, Doctor Waters, (who rests in

God) it mey be propey for ns to state that after the fineral the

Rector held a special menmorisl service and delivered - <ernion




4

which was a Titting and appreciative testimonial to the life,
character and services of Dr, Waters,
6.

In reply to varagraph "15",-- The clerk of the Vestry
emrhatically rdenies the allegation, that certain memvers of
the Vestry were not notified of the meeting of November 9th,
1894, Notices, in proper form, signed oty the Rector, were all
vosterd fogether threg days before the dav apoointed for the
meeting,

7.

In reply to paragraph "23",-- We dery the allegp tion that
the course pursued by the Rector has resulted in great injury
to the Chnrch: on the contrary the fruitis of his zeal, devotil on
and efficiency are self-svident, We admit that some of the
Parishicners of S, Johni's have followed the lead, or obeyed
the dictation of the promoters of the Complaint mnder conside
eration, and withdraw: themselves and thely contrimtions frou
us, bvut others have gladly come in to teke their places in the
Cengregation and subscription list, The Wardens conld readily
use the pews vacated by the ansgentees, but, at the requast of
the Rector, they are holding them withont nermanent sssigiment,
expecting the return to their alliegiance of those who have fhus
voluntarily steppsed aside from ws, As some of S, Johu's people
have sought for more attractive services and smoother nreaching
in Dissenting places of worship, so they have, we understand e
sent their children for purer religdous instruction to Dissent-
ing Sunday Secols, Mt others have come to tzke their places,
and we have as many es the present staff of teachers can
efficiently care for., The Rector havitually takes chayge of

the sunday Scheol himself, deputing it to some otrer person

. t’.
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oniy when avbsolutely obliged to do so,

Tt would be manifestly impertinent and impropsesr ior us lay
peoprle, to watech who comes to or =tops away from the Holy
Commmnion, and in snswer to the allegaticn that there are
those "who wili not partale fe." we czn only answer, that the
Rector gives us on every Sunday and Holyday, at least one Cel-
ebration of the Holy Commainicn without any of the accessories
conplained of, not even 3 note of masic, and it seems to us
that this provisisan tfor us, on his part, removes all excuse for
any one absenting himself from the Altar, on account of ornate
ceremonial at other times,

The Services at S, John's are dignitied, stately and attract-
ive, avarything Aone nv the Rantor as carefully and impressive-
ly wnen we have the smallest, as in the presanace of the largest
Congregations, The prayers and singing cenducted in suech nmanner
that the lay people can most readily and understandingly join
in them. The Rt, Rev, Bishow of the Diocese has repeatedly said
"It is a great pleasure to me to come to S, Johnts and Jjoin in
your hearty singing of familier Hymns", The sermons are plain,
vointed and practical, delivered with wvigor and fervor, and the
Divine Words at the Altsry, clearly and distinetly enuncizted,
so as te be heard in the remetest corner of the Church,

8.

In reply to the allegatiocns of parvragraph "24",-- ¥e dery that
our Congregations are prinecipally, or to any significant ex-
tent, composed of people seemingly brought there by curicsity,
such there must te in every ~“ongregation where the Service or
the Serrion 1is attractive, and hWotsi are at S, John's: tmt the
percentage of such "trsnsients" is generally smell, at the same

time§ on Sunday nights, when we invite every body, we tind




ourselves pressed for accomnodations, We cordially welcome those
who drop in after this-manmer, and oftentimes fimd them disposed
to stay with us, as regular attendants and contributors,

The aliegation that the attendance of our own membvers is
smali, is best met by the statsment that the mumter of Commun-
icants for 1894 was larger than in any previous year, The rrun-
ber confirmed in 1894 was 51, this for S, John's alone: lavgor,
it seems to us, than in any previous year; althoigh some years
may appear to show & larger musber, an account of candidates

from the City Hall Mission and Holy Cross peing cradited to

3. Johnts,

The Parish Records show that the mmber of Baptisms and Con-
firmations during the hine years of Rev, kr, Wattson's inecdm-
bancy, 1l886-- 1894, was three times the mmbrer yvecorded for thei 1
nine years previous,

The contrivuticns for Parish purposes in 1894 have beern: fully
sufficlent for our needs, and the Vestry “ave no doubt of the e
abllity end wiliingness of the Congregation to mzke wp for zuy . a
lapsed or withdrawn subseriptions, We have been able of late to
meet promptly 2ll legitimate demands upon the Treasury: salaries
are now paid by chemies remitted monrthly by pcst, other bills
Immediately on certification by the ¥Wardens,

The Missionary and like contributions for 1824, have been up ‘
to the average, Our pledge of $100 for Dioce:mn Missions for ;{
the year 1894 was promptly met, and we arve punctuslly honoring
our pledge for the current yeear,

The Rector has made no complaint of any insufficiency in the
offerings for the Poor Fund, sSn we presune that these alms have

been sufficient for his remuirements,




Turning to the consideration of the schedule of names &c

noticed im Section “"4" of parazraph "30"-- we find 2 total of
/&0

B vy

vrotestants-- a formidable opposition if these were all

legitimate signers-- but on analysing the list we find that,
temwit: ~ '
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‘wi".h to withdraw their names having been induced to. sign by the
use of deception, intimidation #c.- others wouvld gladly with-
draw pon explanation of the true intent of the action of the

Complainants, but are sensitive of criticism, they do not liks

_. to be considered as vacéllating, not knowing their own minds Xc,
and 9y 1t 11l Glailly irtihilnsy™ Ao r11ut- Tavels=rle Sp o //rm/m//q[ Hreats 074/-./5',,,/” o -
Many other name€s are oI persons wnio have ne status in the 2%;

R |
Parish- and to those we object and have asked that they be
struck off from the GComplaint, to-wit:

Masay Sarah C, Rernaryd-- has not comamwmed in 3, John's for years-

sttends = Mteh Refermed place of

worship,
Nibssy Annia P, Bruyn- came ebjectiom,
Robert A, Yerdnal-- has not baen st Soaminion in S, Jehn's

Tor nine vearss very scldom zttends
o,

F, A, Vaters~s Resides in Rondout-- aitends the
Preshyterian pliace of woership--teaches
in, and senrds his children o 2 Mitch
Refgrmed Sunday Scheol-- dees not ceme
te Communion in §, Johui's or attend e

excent as & yARYe visitor.

Girard mlford-- Scheel bey- has no vote,

Rordney Osternoudti-- s es ae  es

Bsther milford-- Scheol giri--.,. .. .. ‘ﬁ
James Ballard-- Lepsed Communicant for nine yesars—-

li n~ver sven attends Service at S, John's,

Henry P, Luther=- Lapsed Commnicant for years,

Fred 8, Luthere- .

il . 2 : .
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Ariraw T, Mason X
X == do net belongz to S, John'd4 -never
irg, Andrew ¥, lMasen X have,

John G, Yan “tten-- *zs net attended 8ervices in S,
John's for years except when he was
paid Tor singing, Stewp=? Porestl
Mrs, S, F. Wililisns=- Izpsed Tomnmicant for years,
Mrs, D, A, Hooth-- resides in Rendeut—-- cesnonicelly
connacted with Church of Holy Spirit,
T, C. Fovinmecke-- Haroditary Baptist—- ot wantized.,
Mrs, Willaam Tarpen-- lapsed Cemmunicant tfor years,
Charles A, Winter-- Commrned onne in nine vears—- atitend-
/(77— ell cervice perhaps once a year,

.educting above and those whese autherity for withdrawal we

/J,.j f \5 (4 h‘l [ 3N F¥Y AM
have from the Jﬂf, leaves—— 4o Ot R

/lf I ’ ‘e Loy .:; ,"f, »
24 L e
tonr of them DLelongiks tc the tami’ nsoffsheyhhief premotersef

this Complaint,

In reply to Txhibit "5" named in psragraph "30V-- Seection "5"-
1, The statement of alliegcd loss of income in Txhibit "5" is
very incorrect and misleading, Some of the persons named theyew

in have not conitrimmted for years, For instance:-

Miss Clara N, Norton, who heads the list of signers to the
"general Jomphlaint", subscribed 10 aents & week,

Har creditf Yor 1893 is $2,80- wbout 50% of her subscription,

Her credit for 1894 ig §0,10




James Scott-- app2ars on pledge list of 1892 as sub-
seriving $10 & year-- but there is no
credit for 1892 or 1893, and the former
Treasurer when naking out the list icr
1894, omits his name, showing that he dia
noet then consider the suwbseription = live
ene,

Kimg Anna P, Bryn-- =mabscription 25 cents a weel,

Oredits in 18921-—-——i¥4 85
oo oo 1898-e—=-50,00
.o ws L89B 30,00
21894 e e g DL GO
Mrs., A, L. Crouche- appoars on pisdge list of 1890, and her
. last credit is in July, 18¢0-- Her name
is omitied from later lists,

N. C. Powelsol- his name appears as a subscriber on pledge
list of 1893, but there is 1o credit, and | {
his name is onmitted from list of 1H94,

The last credit te one of his dsughters
) was in 1822,

F, B, Luther-- subscription $13 a year-- about pald up
in 189% —- pald nothing in 1894,

H, B, Luther-- subscription €26 a year-- 1893 paicd up--
noth;ng N 1894, fi

Those items are not memtioned in criticium of abeve named
individuals, but in order te show the absurdity =znd mendacity

of reporting persons who have paid nothing for years, =s late l

or threatened withdrawals,




The subscription ef My, "verett Fowler-- 1,00 a week is
regularly paid snd as he has not notified us of nis withdrawai
w2 can hardly count his subscription as "lapsed",

We are making up Yy new and increased subscriptions for lapsed
pledges, Cur pledge list for 1895 is abvout #2100-- we expect to
bring it up to $2700 which with $30C (=2 falr estimate) loese
collections puts our probable income at §300C-- $50C mere than
the estimate of the Exhibit:; so that the aporehensiens of zn
embarrassed oy crindled Treasury orn the part of our most solice~
itous Priends, th= complainents, apyesrs to us to be withoeut
good foundation,

2. We =admit the aliegation of the Complaint as to an habituzl
anrmal deficiency to be made up at Easter, in former years; but
we deny the truth of the statement that "the above named indi-
viduals" as statsed in the Complaint contributed much more than
fifty per cent of the same, HefTerence to the records conféms
our assertion thet their contrivbutions were not anywhere near ! 1
Tifty per cent.

u¢%twe Christmas time just past we anticipated the customary
deflciency at Faster 1895, and provided for the same, DYy a spec=-
ial contrimmticon, vhich emabled us, aftey an expenditure of over
$300 for repairs and imdrovoments, to close the year free fronm
Gebt and with & balance in the Treasury, although not one of the .‘
persons referred to in the Exhibit contributed one dime toward

this special offering.




10,

We deny the allegation of paragraph "25% in regard to the
resignation of the Rector.

The four gentlemenn, who of their own motion and appoint-
ment, prasent the herein answered Complaint, represent =2
possible tenth of our members, we wno nave bveen duly Comaission
ed to represent the Vestry and Congregation uvefore you, ~nd
are the authorized spokesmen of nine tenths or more, can read-
ily suggest a nore 2pcropriate solution of any dirfferences
which may seem to dilsturb the cguiet of S, Johnu's, The prouocters
of the Complaint now unrer considoration, have absented them-
selves from Divine 3Service and the Holy Comminion at S. Jehn's,
during a large part of the year 1894, One ef them said te
Warden Reynolds last autwmn, "I will not(or canrnot) come to
S, Jehn's as leng as Mr, Wattson is there", they withdrew their
subscriptions and surrendered their pews at various dates dur-
ing the past year, and having deliberately gone out from the
family, they new ceme before this Commission, seemingly withe
out a thought of the absurdity and incongruity of their action,
as the inspirers and representatives of a few uneasy nmembers
and such there are in every Varish-- to find fznlt with the
he=d ¢f the household; and they present their Complaint with
great show of regret and under the presure of a solemil sense of
Aty- It seems to us that they have wilfully and wantonly ex-
patriated themselves, and that they should seek restoration teo
canonical membership in the Parish, before claiming status be-

fore this or ary like Comaissicen,




The selution of the differences which they have faomented
in 8, Johti's, is not te be found in the resignation of the
Rector:; <hese four gentlemen can solve the problem instanter;
by taking their proper places and attending t¢ their proper
dnuties as jaymer., giving the Rector opportunitiedo attend to
his priesstly duties, and relegating Episcopal swupervisicn to
the Rt, Rev. the Bishop of tha Diocese: 1if they had not in-
spired the contention, of the present and threatened effects
of which they complain, it would have died bveflore it was born,
withont trowhling the Hishop or titls Commission,

A year ago, two of the promoters of the Complaint now

|

before vou, took part in, and agreed to, the unanimous request

;of the Vestry, voicing the expressed wish of the fongregation
that the Rev, lewis T, Wattson s-ould withdraw his resignation,
as Rector of S, Johul's, At that time, on retiring from the
roon, pending a vote on the question, he frankly notified the
Vestry,in umnistakeable words, "that his priestly acts and
utterances were matters of principle," and that he ceuld net
conscienticusly subject them to lay criticism or dictation”,

The Vestry, in hic¢ absence, as the Records show, unan-
imously passed a rescluticrn, requesting the withdrawal of his
resignation, In view of these Tacts, we respectflly submit
to this Coriission, *te cerellery, that if the safety, sel-
vency and prosperity of S, John's are threatened by reascn of
the course of the Rector, the responsivility rests upon us of
the Congregation, and upon the late Vestry- which determined
at Faster 1894~ and nct upon him,

We insisted upon his staying with us, after he had asked

to be released,




We, whe have been sent to represent S. Johnts, vefore this
Cemnission, think that the above statement is complete and
Fxhaustive, in its refutation of the Complaint, thaéii;jury or
haym has haprened to, or is imminent upen our Parish, by reasen
of the acts or uwtterances of the Rector, anrd we think that we
have shewn you that S, John'!s is net, as has been claimed, on
the brink of disaster, but that 1t is in the snjoyment of finan-
clal prosperity ana vigorous lire, and that the Rev, Hector is=
under Providence--~ tne spring and centre of this prosperity z2ud
life.

" I11 confimation of our statements we present the certificates
of others of the Ceongregation, and assare vou that they repre-
sent the sentiments of a large majority of the lay people of the
Parish: the mmber who would dissent i'rom thelr judgment of our
condition, and their estimate of the Rector, is very small,

AnéAwe~and;Ufhﬁrs-are here to answer aay further quastions
the _Cemnissioners may wish to ask us,

Ve do not address this Comaission in behalf od, nor are we
contending for any question of rituel ¢ yservance or accessory
of Divine Service important as they mey »>2 and much &s we care
for gloyy, beauty and majesty in the Sanctuary.

Our contention is for the dignity of the priestiy effice, for
the fresdow: within its proper sphere, of the priesthood fron ¢
lay intarference ann dictation. and for the professional status
of & priest who has for nine years given himself, without stint
or thought of himself, to us and our service,

Yerrs ago it oefell two of those who make this answer to know

knd sympathize with the trials of a faithful and exemplary

rriest, the then Rector of S5, John's, smarting mwmnder the lash




of unwarranted lay discipline, we were then powerless to re-
lieve, we could only assist him to suffer in silence with our
cordial affection and sympathy, When lately, without solicita-
tion on our part, the Wardenship came to us, we entered upon
the duties with solemn compact that like Aaron and Hur at
Rephidim we would suprort on gither side him “hoe might be
appointed to 1ift noly hands within the Sanctuary in suppli-

P

cation Tor us.

Please pardon us if we seem officious or over zealous in
our championship of our priest,

As you present this, ocur statement, to our Rt, Rev,
Father the Bicshop, we beg that you wili assure him of our
filizal afrfection and devotion and of the mfaltering loyalty
to the amerinan Church, ana to him as the head of this Diocese,
of our Rector and ef ourselves, and that you wili pray him,
in our beh=alf, that he wiil not permit anything which might
fetter the usefulness or cest a shadow upon the tidelity of
one who has nade himself an essential factor in our spiritual
lives, whose priestily services seem to us requisite for the
prosuerous development of S, John's, and vwhose life and exanmple

are a Fenediction to the Commaity in which our commoen lot 1is

| east,
Respectfully subpitted,
) / /7/10%'4
f é/ } - ¢
"Z(/W’"“ﬂ‘ "Lomnittee,of the Vestry
Kingston, N,Y,, February  , 1895,
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We, the undersigned, llember of and Corrmnicants of
3t. John's Protestant Eniscopal Cirv zhr of Kingston, New
York, do respoctiully represent that ¥ e tcachings and

conduct in the worshiy under Rev. Lewis T. Wsttsen, who

hzs been placed over our sriritunal affairs, is sbhiectioneble

in the following pearticulars

Tirst,~- He tcaches and spreaches doctrirnes walch we
do not approve or believe in

Second,- iliz counduct of the worsnip iz so filled with
innovations that the scrviée of onr Chnreh no lonfmer seers
to us that of the Protestant Episcopal Chnren .

It is desirable that some action shiould be taken to
correct these teachings ard practices before our Church is
utterly desiroyed ; ard we therefore nase this statement
with a view of presentineg the same to the Committece of the
Arcn-Deaconry, wihaleh nas been anpointed by the Rimnt
Reverend , The Bishop of WHew York, tc investigate and re-
lieve us .
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We, the undersigned, Members of and Communicants of
St. Jdohn's Protestant Episcopal Chureh of Kingston, New
York, do respectfully represent that the teaechings and
conduet in the worship under Rev. Lewis T, Watveon, who
has been placed over our spiritual affairs, is objection-
able in the folleowing psrticulars

Firss,- He teaches and preaches doetrines which we do
not approve or believe in .

Second,-. Hig esnduet of the worshivp is so filled with
innovations that the service of our Church no longer scems
to us that of the Pfotestant Episcopal Church .

It is desirable that some action should be taken to
correct these teacnings and practicecs before our Church
is utterly destroyed ; and we therefore maxke this statemen
with 2 view of presenting the same to the Cormmittee of the
Arch-Deacenry, whiech has been

Reverend, The Bishop of New York , to investigate and

aspointed by the Right




S ? *
e Qok S AR
(Pl sane %/W%
7%&%4\2@ b, @Q‘lwﬁ S
BATLO T
/(/ ce/( f;;L C.
/////ndé/

. Kt
gb/éza %f’ f%,/ @//4 ‘)4;?—'/0*“ |






Gehofde I

7/5"’ leviegy-cert clceer Crr %Wpﬂ%ﬂ" ZZ
W e ot Hszrs ceprel ZF
LT 22T Zé Tl £ /LWD % Vol
é%{z.m-"%u/ il Tl ottty ssForeh cacd

Ol o F2 it Ay 2%

7 SOz
g E‘éﬂ% aul Lﬂ wé;/ D
q Clrrak & Fzon Ll 2o
AYI -é/mcfmwéq VesZsyy resind
c 9/ M/u/({/{z | S
Ld. jpe | T
7 g

ﬁ[j &l Dt ceHlorio ’ W
il A iPoate %é{ e
C;'Zzﬂ /tg/o%, i 2

e T Wbl Goprarty Vit
¥, ; S

?/J- 44, é : | 2~
Diter il Fontes g, g Voo marc,

74
A bz %%WM%Z VP ctict

%// iJ'»Lr,.Z .

_ Lo 7.
Z«Z%W 7,/ : _ L
G Pt /%@z . 3

Mﬁz& 7 o




ternT M/wzé i

2613 Lot ¥ Fronectey Ve
20 Tt b F : 2.5

/wz// 2T
/é,%mnﬁw@iﬁ@%gi s od

“uco

/&W W@%% bty L TC
el WL Ze MWM s
/ Lo ﬂ'ﬁ;ﬂiﬁ/ﬂc /77;;1

/77"ﬁ/& Clpo hvid ZZM iy (_M
e ¥4

/2 /0
JrZal i Ly Zﬂd/w posetly, %@%@

é,z?za*

:7/2/, artryztf & L2 LU L ppre il Zic
ﬁ@*ﬂ%ii% éé(/ﬁi{ 2 é//é L2 Zu{(%

éﬂw/ C/JA’W [Wgﬂ/rz
/64/44/11/2/%3/ /1//4 W 'c’//:’)» W/J’M WM
"Z&// ‘_“L / !/Lc—_s Zé///”/ £ 44/4%%{%/42%

7’ atl W mﬁhW /‘r %M
M?/M izl 250 G
p? . M('ﬂ ﬂ% /7Y, Olitriiiic. %

j 6'74’//4/‘ - MLJMWMM%/M,
W[/%V f’f =z J%mﬂm

4{/1%(.
L nit
-Zfﬂ// /@VW Jccéf,
ek dact, 4o e /ﬂ%

G, 7 Fht
P ttesel %W L rain




Iﬁgﬁ%ﬁ 7’% e

S ad it 75 Fe wlire foimrore Ly
) i Briaetany o T Coverr, L o
AMJW/ //// %W7

JI (b % : - LA ;(/W — %@Z




O

O

To the Very Rev, Archdeacon, Wiiiaim R, Thomas, D, D., Rev,
Rufus Emery, D. D, and Rev,Samuel Ackerly, the Comtission ap-
pointed by the Rt, Rev, the Bishop of New York to investigage
charges brought against the Rev, Lewis T, Watison, Rector of St,
Johns Church, Kingston, N, Y.

Reverend Gentlemen:-

On the 1lth day of February, by the direction of your Commise
sion, we submitted our answer te the Complzaint against the Rev,
Lewis T, Wattson., At that time tnhe Archdeacon read a letter that
he had received from the Rt, Rev, the Bishop of New York the
substance of which was surmed up in the expression "Does a majo
ity of the members of 3t., Johns desire to retain the services of
My, Wettson or not",

We believe that we have conclusively shown in our answer to
the Complaint that a2 very large majority of the members of St.
Johns Church desire to retain Mr, Wattson's serviecesy; that the
Church 1s out of debt and in a prosperous condition; that a

large number of the persons who signed a petition presented to

the Commuission by the Complainants have asked to have their names
withdrawn,

In reply to the twenty-cight page rebuttal of the complainsnts

we have nothing to submit except to reaffirm our formal reply
submitted to the Commission on February lith, 1895,

Respectfully submitted,

@( zoé"ééd ,
=tz

/

Comrittee of the Vestry of St. Johns

Church, Kingston, N.Y,
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W8, the undersigned, respectfully ask the Commission to
{1,
withdraw agr namey} from the paper of protest presented you

in evidence against our Rector, the Rev, Lewis T. Wattson.

b P
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We, the undersigned, Members of and Communicants of
Siz John's Protestant Episcopal Chureh of_Kinmston, New
York, do respectfully represent that the teaechings and
conduet in the worship under Rev. Lewis T. Wattson, who
has been placed over our spiriﬁual affairs, is objection-
able in the following particulars :

First,- He teaches and preaches docirines which we
do not apyrove or believe in .,

éecond,- His conduct.of the worship is so filled with
innovations that the service of our Chureh no longer seems
to us that of the Proiestant Episcopal Church .

It ig desirable that come action should be taken to
correct these teachings and practices before our Church
is utterly destroyed ; and we therefore make this statement
with a view of presenting the same to the Committee of the
Arch-Deaconry, which has been eppointed by the Right
Reverend, The Blschop of New York , to investigate and

relieve us .
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Supplenental complaint by certain members of the

Parish of Saint Jokn's Church, Kingston, H.Y., to the

| Commission appointed by the Bishop of the Diocese of Hew
York to investigate the charges against the Rev. Lewis
T. Wattson and the disturbaﬁces in the Parish of Saint

John's,Kingston, W.Y., to-wit:

The following report of a scrmon preached in Saint
John's Church, Kingston, by ihe¢ Rev. Lewis T. Wattson on
Sunday February 3rd, 1895, and printed in the Kingston

7%ann{
Daily Freeman, on Twesdey February 4th, 18985 . Such
revort purzorts to be a substantially true syrnopsis of the
germon preached, and its tmth has not been denied in any
nubliec manner, by the said Rev. Lewis T, Wattson . TFurthers
more, some of the signers of this supplemental complaint
heard such sermon preached, and bellieve such report to be
a subsgstantially LHrue one . We believe the doetrines
tausht in such sermon to Be not in aceordance with the
doctrines of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United
states . That sueh sermon was preached afiter the Corr
misgion had been appointed by the Bishop of New York to
investigate the disturbances in the Parish of Saint &ohn'g,
and after the Commission had held one of its sessions .
That the said Rev. Lewis T. Watison had official knowledge

that the preaehing of doetrines not believed to e held




i)

by the Chuarch, had and was causing disturbances in the
Parish, and that the preaching of such sermion was de-
liberate on the part of the said Rev. Lewis T. Wattson,

and was pelieved to have been done with the intention of

adding to the disturbances in the Parish, seening to defy

-

the Bishop, through the Commission, and to further inflame

the state of mind of some of the members of the Parish,
all contrary to the vows taken at his ordination . And
your complainants further charge, that the preaching of
such sermon indicates a settled purpose on the part of
the Rev. Lewis T. Watison to continue to teach doctrines

known to be the cause of disturbances in the Parish, and

that he will in no way eontribute to harmony in the Parish

by abstaining from teaching doctrines certain te cause

discord :







Your complainants add as supplementdl exhibits for
the fommission:
Supplemental exhibit No. 1 . %l 2-

23

2/ A further petition signed bﬂ(communicants of the

ParishVSaint John's Ghurch .
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Before a COMMISSION consisting of
The

Rev, William R. Thomas, D.D.,

Rev., Rufus Emory,

Rev, Samuel Ackerly
appointed by the Rt. Rev. the Bishop
of New York to investigate certain acts
and uttorances &c. of the Rev. Lewis T,
Wattson Rector of 8t. John's Church

Kinggton, N,Y,.



The undersigned, Charles D. Bruyn, F.J.R. Clark, L.
DewWitt Mulford, Augustus Hayes and qugrd Winter, complainants
before the said Commission would respé;tfullyvsubmit in re-
buttal to the answer made by Augustus V. Reynolds, John E,
Kraft and Augustus J. Philips, a committec duly appointed by
the Vestry of St, John's Church, such answer being the only
answer before the commission purporting to be an answer to
the charge made by the complainants in manner following,
to-wit

We do most earnestly object to the granting by the com-
mission of the various objections and prayers of the said
committee of the Vestry of St. John's Church, dated January
30th, 1894.

But more especially at this place in this rebuttal, to
the objection that the Commission cannot conduet its inves-
tigation in any manner it may see it or that it may not aec-
cept information from any and all sources, being itself the

Judge of the relevancy or irrelevancy of all testimony.



The contention that the Commission shall not accept any
evidence which is not legal evidence in a Court of Law)is
one calculated to defeat the very objeet for whieh tre Com-
mission was formed, and one which no investigating body which
wishes to gather information ever attempts to use .

Therefore we contend that thiis Commission may accept
Newspaper articles, hearsay testimony or any testimony which
may enable it to ascertain the truth, using its own judgment
to sift truth from error .

And also we do most carnestly object to granting the
prayer of the respondants that all question of ritual and
doctrines be eliminated from the complaint of the complainants
for the following reasons,

First,~ That no investigation into the results of a course of
conduct which has produced a statc of affairsg warranting an
investigation can be of any value, which does not allow its-
self to investigate the cause of the results. The teaching

of ecertain errors in doctrine and the practice of an extreme



ritual on the part of the Rev., Lewis T. Wattson, are the
causes of the discord in the Parish of St. John's and an in-
vestigation which attempts to obtain an intelligent insight
into the disastrous state of affairs in St. John's Churech
and does not allow itself to investicate the very cauges of
such disecord, is no investigation ai all. We would most
earnestly contend that these questions embrace all there is
in this case and without them the investigation is likely to

be a farce and to be productive of barren results,

Second,~ When these complainants were first informed by one
of the members of the Commission that the Bishop of New York
had appointed a Commission to investigate the discord in

St. Jomn's Chureh, Kingston, N.Y., they were also request-g

to appear before the Commission and present

lst. "The faets which constitute your grievance."

2nd. "The injurious results of whieh they have been the cause"
3rd. "What remedy or remedies would in your Judgment meet

the case."



Therefore we most earnestly contend that questions of
ritual and doctrine are properly part of the complaint in the
case as showing the facts which constitute our grievances
preliminary to our showing the injurious results.

We further positively object to the demand of the Com-
mittee of the Vestry asking permission to file with the Com-
mission a so called corrected copy of our complaint and
schedule of names, from which all allegatilons, statements,
names, quotations and references asked to be struck out by
the Commission shall have been eliminated, and that such cor-
rected complaint be declared the official copy of our Com-
plaint to be submitted to the Bishop. That we utterly
repudiate such so called corrected conmplaint, and further
we regard such proposal an impudent one on the part of the
Committee of the Vestry and an attempt to deceive the Com-

migsion and the Bishop .



S.

Tor the same reason as above stated we strenuously ob-
Jeet to the execlusion from the consideration of the Commissior
of the file of papers known as "The Pulpit of the Cross".
It certainly cannot be urged against this evidence that it
is hearsay or not the best evidence in that it is not duly
authenticated. It is issued and distributed broadcast
under the names of Mr. Wattson and his associate and may be
regarded as primary evidence of the doetrines in which they
believe and which they practice and preach. The preaching
of the extreme doctrines and beliefs which are advocated in
this paper, which is a Parish paper, are the proximate cause of
the results tc which the Committee of the Vestry utterly,
illogically seeg to confine the inquiry of the Ccocmmission.
The position taken, that in an investigaticn into certain
alleged grievances presented by a complaint in behalf of a
number of the members and congregation of St. John's Church
the grievances themselves should not be investigated; but

simply the results of such grievances be inguired into, is
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grotesque in its absurdity, and worthy of the acute legal
mind which objects to the newspaper report of a sermon as

not the best evidence,

Passing to the prineipal answer of thé respondants
dated¢ February 38th, 13986.

We would pay little attention to that part of the answer
relating to the suffieiency of priestly authority as against
the laity in all matters of ritual and doctrines, as being
matters which the fommission and the Bishop understand much
more fully than we can pretend to and we hardly think they
can be enlightened by the Committee of the Vestry of Bt.
John's Church. We will say however that such admonition
does not apply to the present casebas the complainants before
this Commission were invited by the Commission to present
before them the facts which constituted their grievances
in the case ahd we were forced to do so even if these preser-

vers of priestly authority dislike to read them .



It is also unnccessary to pay much attention to the de-
nial that there is any division in the Parish of St. John's,
this fact being so evident that the very answer in the case
bears testimony to such division. This division is of
such a character that the Commission and the RBishop arc well
anare of the fact and it seems trivial for grown men to deny
such division, Sueh denial seems eéspecially unnecessary
in view of the admission in clause 7 of the answer that a
number of the members and their families have left the Church
ana sought to supply their devotional needs in dissenting
places of worship.

It is only necessary to expose the absurd ciaim that the
complainants only represents about one tenth of the members
of 3t. Johmn's Church to show its falsity. We show 1in
other parts of this rebuttal that of these persons who have
been willing to put themselves on record in this case,{and there
are many who will not so put themselves on record although
very much disliking the teachings and practices of the Rector)

and who have nct with-drawn their nameg)there are 102 persons



who are definitely on record as being behind the complainants
in all matters of ritual and practicejand we hardly think even
this most modest committee of the Vestry will claim that there
are 1020 communigants in St. John's Church. It should be
borne in mind by the Ccmmission that whether the grievances
complained of are valued and substantial ones, is not to be
determined by the mere counting of persons, that it is not

a question to be decideé in accordance with the cvidence or
vote of a numerical majority of the communicants of St. Johns,
If there is a grievance,K it does not the less exist if but

one man testifies to it . It must also be recollected

that the duty of taking an open stand against the Rector of

a Church on such questions as are under judgment here, is

not an agreeable one and is onhe likely to be shirked by those
who have not the courage of their convictions. It is

much easier to remain gquiet and allow others to appear orenly .
It is very confidently submitted that if under circunmstarnices
of thig kind 102 members of St. John's Church out of a total

membership of about 400,are willing to put themselves on re-



cord against their Rector that if it were possible to poll

the entire membershipathe complainants would al all cvents
have not much short of a majority behind them . But this
is not a question to be determined by a majority vote as if

'the matter were purely secular, it is a moral question and
should be determined by the very right of the matterjand if
these doctrines and practices complained of are obnoxious to
the objections of the complainants, and if by reason thereof
a considcrable number of the communicants and congregation

of 8t. Jolhm'a Church have withi-drawn, then the charges of

the complainants have been sustained, and redress should be af-
forded thom, The fact that the places of those who have

with-drawn have been filled by others procured by the hustling
methods of ilr. Wattson and his supporters and the superior
attractions afforded by way of spectacular effects in the
service, if it were true, is no answer to the position of

the complainants that old members have been drawn away from

the Church by the practices objected to,
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Turning to section 9 in the answer of the committee of the
Vestry, containing the names of 30 persons who ask that their
. names be with-drawn from the list of protestants ; we utterly
deny the allegation that the names on the petition were ob-
tained by deception and intimidation)and we also deny that
many others would like to with-draw their names from the
petition, but are sensitive of criticism, &e., We do most
earnestly affirm that the petition was only presented to
those persons who were known to have expressed themselves op-
posed to the ritual and practices of the Rector Lewis T.
Wattson and that the petition was not generally passed about
the Parish .

RBut we do.charge that the names of thirty persons viz:
James Herdman )
¢. V. A. Decker ; Vestrymen
Robert ¥. Tompkins ;
Sarah lacauley

Mrs. Simon Becker



Mrs. Abram VansSteenburgh
Ada VanSteenburgh

Mrs., Barbara Totten
M;s. Barley

Viola Harris

Mrs., Brockner

Mrs. O'Neil

Charles L. Preston

R. A. Dermiston
Theodora Styles

Mrs. Rose E. Smith
Mary iurray

William Hammil

Mrs, William Hammell
Mrg. Storms

John Lowis Heiser
Horace Clearvatcr

Mrg. Horace Clearwater
Tlwood Olearwater

. 3. Powvelson

Marie Louise Swan

11.
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Mrs. Pottit

Annie Bonestecel

Nettie Harris

Dr. J. L. Preston

who askt to have their names taken from the list of the com-
plainants were obtained in many cases by fraud and deception
unworthy of the men practicing them. Some of them were
told that the complainants had added other matter to the
petitionafter the signatures Bad been obtainedﬁand that thedir
signatures were attached to the complaint. That such
statenments can only be characterized as wilful deceptionjsince
committee of the Vestry had copies of the mmplaint in the
case and the files of the Commnission show that the complaint
mas signed by four persons only and that the potition of 107
signers bears no evidence of having had any word added to or
taken from it. We further affirm that the Rev. Lewis T.
Wattson and his Triends have visitced each and :very one ol
those 107 signers where therc ras ohe slizhtest probavility

of thoir veing able to effect a change, and have pleaded
Cy = b
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begged and prayed with them)to with draw their names .

After importunity,amounting in some cases almost to coeroionj
and after the use of deceitful methods in other casesyit is
significant, that only thirty people with-drew their names
from the petition, a strong indication of the real conviction
of most of the signers .

We further strenuously objeet to the proposal to strike
of{ from the list of petitioners the names of twenty-four
persons hereinafter named’for the reason that tley are cach
and every one of them communicants or members of the con-
gregation of St. John's ChurchENﬂwerebuntil driven out by the
practices and teachings of the Rector, Rev. Lewis T. Wattson ;
and it is immaterial whether such persons were driven out by
Mr. Wattson's absurdities when practiced and preached in
their milder form of two or three years ago,or whether they
have been broken dovmn within the last few months by his re-

cent additionsywhich are like the last straw.

Sarah €. Pernard has been a constant member of St.Johns
chureh until driven out of the Church by

the teachings of the Rector. Has paid
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Anna P. Bruyn, Same as above except last sentence.

Robert A. Herdman A son of one of the present Vestry
has been raised in a Church family
and considered himself and is consid-
ered a member of Sr. John's Church

Is a communicant.

Gerard Mulford, A communicant of the Church.
Esther ulford, A communicant of the Church,
Rodney Osterhoudt, A ecommunicant of the Church.
F. A. Waters, son of the late Rev. Dr. Waters, for-

merly a Vestryman of the Church him-
gelf,connected with the Church though
not a regular attendant at the services.
His children attend Church with their
mother who is a member of the Pres-
byterian Church and he has attended

with them of late .,



James Baliard is a communicant and considerec himself
a member of 3t. John's Church.

Henry B. Luther an o0ld and valued member of St, John's
Church until drawn away by the teachings
and practices of the Rector Rev. Lewis
T. Wattson, Reeeived his last com-
municn on Taster last.

F, B. Luther gon of the above and the same reasons
apply to him. Recedived his lazst com-
munion about 18 months ago.

Igaac C. Buswell The commissicn has a personal letter
from him, alrcady in evidence, which
shows his relation tc the Church.

Mrs, Ellen C. PBuswell Wifc of the above .

Anérew F. lason

¥Mrs., A. F. iason Poth confirmed in St. John's Church, ﬁut
have attended scervices at the Holy
Cross until driven away by the teaching

and practices in that Church.
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John G. VankEtten hags been brought uw in the Church and
is a communicant .
Mrs. T.F. Willlams has been long identified with the Church .
anédg is a good Church woman. Has been
an invalid for some time past though
now much better. Has been driven away
by the teachings of the Rector.
T,.C. Hornbeck has becen an attendant at the services
of the Church through the influence.of
his wife who was born and brought up in
the same and has always been an active
member of the Church giving liberally
of her time and money .n its service.
John G. Harris The contention that these names were
Nettie Harris unauthorized is false, and should not be

William F. Harris accepted without a statement to that cf-

Maggie Harris

B N . L N

fect Tfrom the persons themselves which

evidently is not possible .,
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We do deny that after deducting the only names which
there is any warrant for deducting viz; those actually asding
to be with~drawn)that a small number is left of which 24 be-~
long to the families of}or are in the employ of the chief
promoter of the complaint whosoever he may be.

Jone of the complainants in the case have more than
one family and the number of signhers in each familly of such
complaint are as follows:

¢C. D, Bruyn 5

F. J. R, Clark 2

E. D. W. lulford 4

Augustus Hayes 2
and we deny that any of the signers are in the employ of
any of the complainants .

As a matter of fact there have been presented to the
Commission the names of 107 in the coriginal presentation of
evidence before the Commission and 25 in the supplemental
compiaint, total 1323and deducting the 80 names of persons

asking to have their names with-drawn, leaves a remainder
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a

of 102 which we considerAtruly formidable numbe% and fully

warranting the investigation .

In regard to the statement that exhibit No. 5 in tho

complaint is incorrzet and misleading)in that the following

persons daid not pay the amount pledged during 1894

Hrs.

Clara

James

N.

T,

H.

A,

A,

c.

D. Notrton
Scott
Powelson
Luther
Luther

Bruyn

Crouch

10 cents a week

65 ft " 1"

7]
o

1 "

&2
(o1

1.80

paid her subscription in full on
October and then formally

with drew-her subscription on the
ground of her disapproval of the teach-
ings and practices of the Rector,

This the Treasurer of the Church

will affirm .
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We would say that these names and the amounts were taken
from memory and were givon in good faith:that the books of the
Treasurer were not before us when the names were placed
in the list and we have quite as good reason tc characterizce
tre statement mad® by the committee of the Vestry, that .lrs.
A. L. Crouch paid nothing during 18947as showing the absur-
dity and mendacity of this committee of the Vestry whilc hav-
ing the books of the Treasurer before them, as Tor them to
apply the offensive term to us. We do affirm that all
these persons named ,are good Church men and women  and that
they have ceased to_pay}solely and only because of their aver-
ston t¢ the teaching and Practice of the Rector, Lewis 7.
Wattson. We do repeat}that we represented that there had
been actual with-drawals amounting to about $12.00 per week
and that admitting the contention of the Committee or the
Vestry there is left about $10.40 a week or about $540.30
a year, which is admitted by the committee and the difference
is $83.20 a vear. We have no means of verifying the
statement of the committee of the Vestry that the new pledge

list for 1395 is about $2100, but as we do know, and it is not



denied by the Committee of theVestry, that the income from
pledges has been about $2000, in the past, with a harmonious
Church, we would think it unlikely that these pledges will
produce $2100 in the year 1895 with a divided Church .

As to the expectation of an income of $3000 a year we
regard this statement as fairy dreams.

We do kxnow .hat the customary annual admitted deficiency
of about $500, at Baster wnus this year found to amognt to
about 5700, at New Years, or four months earlier than usual
and an unusual subscription was paid at that time and sub-
scriptions were obtained from persons not members of St.
John's Church and whom it is not expected ever will be ;
and a few persons paid most of the total amount. And it is
believed that there will be another deficit to be made up at

Easter next.

We do most earnestly maintain that so far as the evidence
whieh has actually been :zlaced before this Commission and is
now in evidence as tending to show the extent of the division

in the Parish of St. John’s)and the relative strength of cach



party to the controversy that the complainants have been able
to show a much larger number of actual supportors in the

Parish than have the Committee of the Vestry . The Commis-

tee have not attempted to put in evidence any petition signead

bty any number of the communicants of the Church testifying

to their approval of the practices and teaching of the

Rector. The presumption is that as they have not at-

tempted to put in eviderice this most convineing proof of
their strength, an evidence which they would most likely under
the circumstances desire to have in the case, we have a

right to claim that they could not do so. The complain-
ants have actually put in evidence the names oi 103 persons

who are cisaffected towards the present state of affairs in
the Parish and not with-drawn . The Committee of the

Vestry have put in evidence the names of the following

persons as actually being supporters.of their position !

A. W. Reynolds

A. J. Philips



John E. Kraft
John W. Kerr not a communicant
Eliza D. Kerr
Mary Kerr Hoar
Ida I. Korr
Ella Kerr
Tlorenco Xerr Chambers
John Brodhead
3. D. Hood
Mrs. William B. Fitch
J. L. Preston
Jessie V. Preston
total number 13
of the names of the 30 persons who asked to have their names
with-drawn from the petition presented by the complainants,
although there is nco evidence before the Commission that
they intenced to assume & position otherwise than neutral,
be added to this number, there would be in evidence the names

of 43 persons who are supporting the committee of.the Vestry.



In closing this rebuttal we would most earnestly re-—
pudiate the insinuation contained in the answer of the Com-
mittee of the Vestry, that the signers of the complaint are
among those disturbers of the peace which are said to abound
in every Parish. If by this, those parishes are meant
where the Rerctor sct over such parishes has been engaged in
the deliberate and persistent attempt to foment strife and
discord in the parishes by entirely revolutionizing the ser-
vices and teachings in such parishes, changing them in all
essential characteristies from that of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church into those of the Roman Catholie Church, then
we would most cheerfully accept the charge and honor ourselves
for so doing. if “here be not a religious conviction in a
church, strong enough to resist the introduction of practices
and doctrines which involve the very fundimental principles
of said Church,then such Church would be shown to have no
el religious convictions which they were prepared to
cefend. Put if it is the intention to convey the idea

that the complainants and those they represent have been



habitual disturbers of the peace of St. John's Church, when
the facts are that these complainants and the petitioners
have been the most zealous supporters of the Crurch in
Kingston, they ‘have in seasor and out of season, in prosperity
ané in adversity, in one year and iﬁ all yearg}given their
time, thelr means and their strength to the service of this
Church, and it does this Committee of the Vestry no credit
tc attempt to convey such impression, which, they well know
and _
is false, this community well know to be untrue. We wish
to say that after conducting our case with all the vigor and
strength which we possess,and using the limited means which
were ours o0 use,there 1is an element of sadness in our
position which constanitly arises Dbefore us. We are at
present without a Church in which to worship because the
Church where we were wont %o worship ﬁs no longer the Church
A
which we joined in confirmation, bLut.a Church which now
teaches doetrines which were no part of our confession of
faith and which we do not believe and yet this Church , is

the Church which we rececived from our predecesscrs Who were

many of them our fathers and our mothers, and in which we
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have worshiped and whieh we have loved for years and which
we had regarded as our owml . Yet we have seen this young
man, Jjust out of -~ seminary called as Rector of this Church
with nc roots attaching him to the solil with no heart strings
attaching him to Yhis place of worship, and who will undoubt-
edly in time pass on tc other fields of work, take our Church
away from us andleave us if this Commission fails us)without
means of redress. This is the sad feature of the case
and one which we are sure must appeal to your Commission.

The complainants have seen these changes of doetrines
and practice going on in St. John's Church for years,
nowing full well where they were leading, vet at all times
hoping that the Rector would reach a point where he would
Pause in his progress. During all these‘years)the com-
plainant remained quiet owing wholly to the desire to avoig
the disastrous conscquences of a Chure quarrel and their
Personal dislike to such discord. This course of con-
duet wans productive of no result except t¢ hurry on the pro-
gress towards extreme ideas in ritual and doectrine. In

B

fact one of the chief supporters of the Rector stated on



one occasion, referring to the complainants, that these
people still paid their pledges, attended the services of
the Church and that there was no evidence that they might
not accustom themselves to the proposed changes.

Finally the introducetion of auricular confession in the
parish and the use of incense in the worship of the Churc
brought the complainants to a sudden realization that they
were giving countenance and support tc a Chureh which had
ceased to be the Church in whieh they had been confirmed.

The members of St. John's Church have been laboring under
some reproach in the minds of mahy persons, in that they were
allowing a change in the fundamental doctrines underlying the
very foundation of the Church to preceed without public Ppro-
tbést and without an attempt'to resist sueh change. This
can no longer be asserted with truth against them . For
the complainants have brought this phase of the case strongly
into view and they feél that as far as the members of St.
John's are concorned they have now done their complete duty.

This Commissionwas instituted by the Church at large, caused



by reason webelieve of the notoriety whieh the situation in
St. Jdohn's Churech had obtained)for it is certain that this
investigation had never been demanded by these complainants.
We now leave these questions in the only hands that can ef-
fect a solution of them with the earnest hope that the Church
at large as represented by the Bishop of Wew York, will not
leave us in our present helpless condition, but will come to
our rescue.

There is a sidec of this controversy whiech affects the
Church at large beyond any relation it hag to the loeal
Chureh. This case of St. John's Church has been heralded
through the land by the public press and has been discussed
in publiec places to the pain of Chureh men and ehurch women
cverywhere . The practices in St. John's Church have be-
come a scandal to many church men and have created wonder and
surprise is all bodies of Protestant Christians. The
public press have fell cealled upon to sneer at the Church in

a way which can be productive of no good to her welfare
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and which is all the more painful to churah men because
they are unable tc say 1t is untrue.
This phase of the case belongs to the Church at large

and nct to us , and there we leave it .

Respectfully submitted ,
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The

Rev, William R. Thomas, D.D.,

Rev. Rufus Imory,

Rev. Samuel Ackerly, -
appointed by the Rt. Rev. the Tishop
of Her York to investigate certain acts
and utterances %e. of the Rev. Lewis T.
Yattson Rector of 3t. Joun's Church

Kingston, i, Y.



The undersigned, ¢harles D. Bruyn, F.J.R. flark, E.
Devritt lulford, Augustus Hayes and Edvard inter, complainants
before the said Commission, would respectiully submit in
rebuttal to the answer made by A.W. Reynolds and Augustus J.
Philips, a cormittee duly anzointed by the Vestiry of St.
John's Church, dated Februnry 1loth, 1390, purporting to be
an answer to the supplemental complaint filed with the Com-
mission on February 12th, 1895 and not filed on or about
February 13th, 1325, as stated in the answer .

We would resoectiully demand that the Commission overrule
t1e protest and objeetionsg of the Commitice of the Vestry" to
the presentation rfiling or tho consideration of a paper saild
to have been served upon the Commission on or about the 18th
day of February, 1325," for the reasons that such answer is
frivolous in its objection and untrue in its statements, and
that the granting of such objection would gefeat the very
object Tfor wh;ch the Oomission was apoointed Ly the Bishop

of Wew York, viz : the hearing of evidence relating to the



disturbance in the Parish of 8t. John's, Kingston, N.Y.

Our rebutianl fe this answer is more srecifically stated
as follows : 7o all that porition of this answer entitled and
designated, TFivrst :

"That the said exhibit forms part of the direcet testi-
mony of the affirmative sidc ol the case and should have been
rresented as part of the same ; that the consideration
theroof at the present time would in effect reépen the ai-
rect evidence of “he nifirmative side after the Commission

had decided in accordance with the ruline of the Rb. Rev.

—

RPishop of the Diccese, that the dircet testimony was closcd,
upon the filing ol thc answer by these respondants,! We
regard the above portion of the answer as [rivolous where 1t
is not untrue, and utterly unworthy of the serious consid-
eration of the Commission,

The statement that this supzlenmental exhiibit objected
to was filed with Lihe fommigsion on or about rebruary 1G6th
1395, or after the date upon ~hich the “ommission had decided

that nll evidence must be in, is false and untrue .



This supnlemental exhibit was filed with the Commission
on the 13th day of Tebruary, 1395 gs attested Ly a receipt
duly silgned by the Seeretary of the Tommission upon a United
States Registered Postal receint and hercly attached to this
rebuttal . Also thesc comnlainants were duly notified vy
the Secretry of the Commission that all evidence must be
presented in writing to the Commission on or before February
15th, 1395, Therefore this supplemental exiibit is
properly part of the case to the centrary notwithstanding, as
being filed on February 12th, 1805, the final date for filing
evidence beiny Februnry 1oth, 1395 .

And to all that part of the answer entitled and designated
‘as, Second

Ye simnly declare thzt all the signers to the above sup-
plemental exhibilt are eithor nembers or comraunicants of the
Parish of 3t. Jolin's or were until driven out of the said
Orureh by the »ractices and doctrines of the Reetor Lewis T,

Wattson and that they each and all are ready to be faithful



and loval surrorters of the Church in Xingston should the
teaching and practices complained of be no longer had in

the Parish Church .
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