Hewburgh, N.Y., January 4, 1895,

The Cormission appointed by the Rt. Rev. i, C. Potter D.D.
LL.D., Bishop of New York, met accordin_  to netice in the Parish ‘
House of St. Paul's Church, Newbur_h, at 11,30 A.lL,

Prespnt The Cormission, consisting of the Rev.W. R. Thowmas

D.D., Archdeacon of Orange, the Rev. 8amuel ¥. Akerly and Rev. Ru-

fus Emery; the Compliainants, C. D. Bruyn, F.J.R. Clarke, E.D. Kxxfm

¥uiford, J. Osterhoudt, Augustus Hayes, Andrew F. Mason; the Re-
spondents, The Rev. L.T. Wattson, A.J, Phiiips, John E. Kraft, Bz-
Fiteh, J.J. Hail, John ¥. Kerr.

¥r, C.D. Brurn on behalf of the complain-nts read o statement
of the praetiges and teaehings of the Restor, (the Rev. L.T. Weit-
son) of St. John's Church, Kin;ston, which ®x® EERsIdaxsl were con-
sidered objecticnahle, which statement was simed by C.D.Bruyn,
F.J.R.Clarke, B.D.Mulferd and A, Hayes. In support of this state-
ment the cormplainants wresented numbers of a Parish Paper called
the °Puipit of the Cross'; aiso a Catechism in'roduced and tauhit
in the Sunday Schocol; =lso xkzz two schedules of services of the
Holy Cross; also petitions and statements signed by communicants
end members of the Parish and also a statemeni conbtaining names eof
rembers of the Reik Parish who have withdrawm their pledges for the
support of the Parish.
These papers having been —ead were presented as evidence eof
the practiees and teachings of the Rector and of lneir effect on
the Paorish,

The Rector eobjecled to that portion of the statemenl of the
Complainants relating to the Hely Cross on the ground that that
or snigzalion was indspendent of St. John's Parish.

That porticn of the Complainants' statement relating to the

resizsnation of Rev, i'r. Wattson us the only method of remedy for



e¢xisting troubles was withdrawn by the Complainents.

The Rev. Mr., Watison askad permission to make an explanation
wilh referenee ‘o the Catechism offered cs evidenes of his teach-
ing. He xx*x said that as scon as gsritain things were brou ht te
his notice he examined the book and found that it was not ithe beok
he had ordered and that he withdrew ‘he esteehism aller i1 had been
in use one Suhday and substiivied the Trinity Catechism for it.

The Resv, 3r. Wattson alsc ssid in relation to ‘he cempiaint.

at he had broken his promise rwde to a parishioner with reference
to elsvating *he Sacrament that if he had done sc it was done
ttvrough absence of mind or insdverignc-.

With reference to ihe subjeet of Confession the rsspondents
said that the Reetcr had not refused cormunion to those communi-
cants who he#d not made confessicn., The Reector also stated that ne
cne had been refussd communion because  he nol been fo eonfession.

The respondents wers asked about the nurber of sorviees in the
Church, They stated ithat there were %éé%a servicas during the month
in which there were three in which the objecticnable ritual was
used. The remasinder &?) were accerding o ritual ordinarily used
in the Church,

The Commisicn askod e the persons present their orninion of
the =ffect of the practices and teachings comslained of, upon the
raterial and spiritual welfare of the Parish,

The compiainants stated that the practiees and teachings had
already besen injurious and in their opinien would be more sc in the
future and referred to the paper which had been presented conlaine-
ing the names and coniributicns of these who had withdrawn their
support.

The respofidents steted *lat the practices «nd teachings had

not been injurious and stated that the con; regations had been

lar;er than before and that at Chrisimas they had been able t



3
raige funds sufficient to pay the debi of the Parish and in their

opinion would not be injurious in the future )
At this stage of the proceedings the respondents ssked for an
edjournment of ihe hearing in order that they mi: #ht prepare and
nresent their answers {o the different points in the cormplaint us
previous to the moeting they had net known the speecilic peints
of the complaint. The meeting was adjourned titl Friday the &th
of Februvary to m2:t at the same Lour and nlace,
the Cormission met after the adjournment of the heoring and
corsidered the objection of Rev. Mr. Watison with reference to the
Holy Cross snd made the foliowing decision, visg:

The objeetion made by the Rev., Mr, Watison with reference to
metters cormected with the Chureh of the Hely Cross has bsen care-
fully considered by the Cormrission and their decision is thal as
ithe Bishcp's letter of a'pointment makes no mention of the Church
of the Hely Cross, bul only ¥xm of the praetiees and taachin s dn
81, Join's Chureh, and as the Heoly Cross is independent of St.
Joln's Parish, that the facis set forth in the complaint with ref-
crence to the Church of the Holy Cress do not -ome within the
seope of thds Cormission.

This decision was eommunicated o ‘he complainants and ro-

spondents by the Secretary.



