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The present officers of the Executive Committee very much regret the omission of the November 
issue of the Prayer Leaflet and The Deaconess but due to lack of a quorum in Cincinnati the 
election of Officers could not take place there and after an election by mail Deaconess Hodgkiss, 
the new Chairman, felt unable to continue in the office. Your officers ask your co-operation in 
sending Intercessions for the Prayer Leaflet and items of interest to the Deaconess. Please send 
these direct to the Secretary. 

THE MEETING OF NATIONAL CONFERENCE DEACONESSES OF THE CHURCH 

Date: 	Saturday, October 9, 1937. 
Place: 	St. Andrew's Mission, Addyston, Ohio. 
Present: Twenty.six Deaconesses, Bishop Jenkins aqd Dr. Randall. 

Bishop Jenkins of Nevada, celebrant, assisted by the Rev. Dr. Randall of the Chicago City 
Mission. 

Breakfast followed in the Parish House, served by the Woman's Guild—charge thirty.five cents. 

The meeting was called to order at ten A. M. by the Chairman, Deaconess Gillespy. Business 
meeting postponed in order to hear the addresses of Bishop Jenkins and Dr. Randall—two very 
practical, interesting and helpful addresses, a summary of which will be found appended to this 
report. 

Minutes of the last Triennial Conference (Atlantic City, 1934) read by the Secretary and 
accepted with two modifications. 

The report of the Secretary-Treasurer, Deaconess Semle, was read and accepted. Reported 
balance in the treasury, $45.09, $29.00 being Emergency Fund balance. 

The report of the Chairman, Deaconess Gillespy, voiced two needs: (1) a greater sense of 
corporate fellowship in the Order and (2) the need to spread information about the Order among 
young women. 

The report of the election of four members to serve on the Executive Committee follows: 
two hundred ballots were sent out, one hundred were returned, electing Deaconess Anna Mac-
Donald, Mary Frances Ward, Frances Affieck and Elizabeth Fracker. 

The report of the Duplex Envelope offering showed $243.75 for the Deaconess' Retiring Fund 
and $103.10 for the Emergency Fund. 

Deaconess Edith Adams in the absence of Deaconess West, Sec'y of the Retiring Fund for 
Deaconesses, reported for the Retiring Fund a present balance of $66,377.97; that is, $4,377.77 
more than was reported January 1, 1937. 

Moved that a letter of thanks be sent to Mr. Edmund Ruffin Beckwith for his expert care 
of our funds and the generous gift of his time. 

(Lunch was served at this point by the Woman's Guild at a charge of fifty cents.) 

Meeting resumed at two P. M. 

Greetings were read from several Chapters, whose members could not be present. 



Deaconess Colesberry's report of Committee on Associates for the Order was presented by 
Deaconess Gillespy. The Chicago Chapter had registered itself officially as being opposed to the 
idea, and suggested that cooperation of the Woman's Auxiliary would meet all needs of this kind. 
Discussion followed, both for and against the plan. 

It was moved by Deaconess Phelps and seconded by Deaconess Adams that an organization 
be formed to promote interest in the Order of Deaconesses among the members of the Church. 

It was moved that a committee be appointed to consider the matter of Associates. 

Deaconess Gillespy stated that as outgoing Chairman of the Conference she had no desire 
to appoint a full committee, but she appointed as representing the continuing Executive Committee, 
Deaconess Affieck; Deaconess Phelps to be Secretary of the Committee on Associates as previously 
moved. 

Deaconess Gillespy asked permission to move that whatever plan was accepted, if any plan 
is, it be left flexible enough to meet the needs of various dioceses so that they might organize as 
seemed best to them. 

The Treasurer was authorized to settle accounts at her convenience and to pass on the funds 
to the next Treasurer, who will be elected by the Executive Committee. 

Letters from absent deaconesses were read. 

A resolution regarding a Rule of Life, sent by the Nevada Chapter of Deaconesses was dis-
cussed. Deaconess Phelps moved that a committee be appointed to collect and consider various 
"Rules of Life," that might be helpful to the Deaconess Order. Carried. The Chairman noted 
that this instruction as to the appointment of a committee would be handed on to the new chair-
man of the National Conference, when she was elected. 

Several Deaconesses present gave brief reviews of their work. Deaconess Edith Adams gave 
a very interesting account of her visit to England and her contacts with the Order of Deaconesses 
in London where she visited three Centres—St. Andrew's Community House, Gillmore House and 
St. Catherine's House; also Central House in Hindhead about eighty miles from London. Deaconess 
Adams brought copies of the News Sheet and the Prayer Leaflet used by the English Deaconesses. 

Vote of thanks was given to Deaconess Fracker and the Woman's Guild who served two 
delicious meals, and the Rev. Mr. Ailing, rector of St. Andrew's Mission. 

The Rev. Mr. Ailing gave a brief account of the history of St. Andrew's, and the long service 
of Deaconess Beeson, for many years parish worker there. 

Tea was served by Deaconess Fracker's Scout Troop. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:45 P. M. 

Respectfully submitted, 
FRANCES SENILE, Deaconess. 

Secretary-Treasurer. 

The following Deaconesses were present at the meeting: 

Adams (Edith) Cartwright Gilliland Phelps Semle 
Affieck Cooper King Parsons Shaw 
Bedell Fracker Le Hew Pitcher Smith (Eleanor) 
Betz Fuller Nosier Potter Squires 
Booth Gillespy Patterson (Mary) Robinson Ward 
Byllesby 

A SUMMARY OF TWO ADDRESSES 
TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE 

St. Andrew's Mission, Addyston (Cincinnati) Oct. 9, 1937 

Both Bishop Jenkins of Nevada, and Dr. Randall of Chicago had been asked to speak on 
the general question. What is most necessary for deaconesses (in training, personal qualities, or 
from any angle desired.) 

Bishop Jenkins said: "I am sure that the Schools know much more than I do about how 
dleaconesses ought to be trained. However, I do know about the Order, and I do know what I 
expect of a deaconess when she comes to Nevada to work. 

"The Order is apostolic in origin: it has been revived and is at present 'going strong.' It is 
the only Order of Ministry for women that has the official sanction of the Church: we should do 
something more to spread information about it and to recommend it to young women as a vocation." 
The Bishop suggested that there might be associates to pray for the Order and to make it known 
among young Churchwomen. 



The following practical suggestions as to the equipment of a deaconess were made by the 
Bishop: 

1. Every deaconess should wear the garb, and must if she is to work in Nevada. It is pro-
tection for the wearer and a means of making her available to people who need her help. 

2. Every deaconess should know how to keep house nicely. 

3. Every deaconess should be warm-hearted and hospitable, (not so much so as to run into 
debt entertaining!) 

4. Deaconesses should be methodical in tbeir habits of life; rise at a certain hour, do things 
in regular ways at regular times, etc. 

5. Deaconesses should be ready to exercise their office in emergencies, such as baptizing 
when there is no priest at hand. They need not preach usually. 

6. Every deaconess should know how to play hymns. 

7. Every deaconess should be able to sing enough to "raise the tune" and carry it through 

8. There ought to be one central place, a sort of clearing house, where bishops and others 
who need workers might apply, and might get to knew something about the applicant for a posi. 
tion from those who knew her. 

9. Deaconesses ought to have a rule of life that they themselves have made in the Order. 

Dr. Randall began his address with an expression of happiness in being a part in the Cor-
porate Communion, and in the Conference; and with a tribute to the deaconesses of the City 
Missions staff, at Chase House. Deaconesses have proved the value of women's ministrations in 
the Church, doing some things better than men, and some that men cannot do. Their natural 
sympathy and their ability in making contacts with women is often of great value in the work 
of the City Missions. 

Dr. Randall reminded us that altbough this type of work has its own difficulties and needs, 
fundamentally all our work is the same, and certain things are needed in all women workers. He 
selected three for special emphasis: 

Spirituality. We are apt to lay stress :too much—on office, rather than on spirituality. We 
must keep before us the doing of God's will—this is the basis of true spirituality. As we think 
of the earthly life of our Lord, one of its outstanding characteristics is this: "I come to do Thy 
will, 0 God. . . . My meat—my very life—is to do the will of Him that sent me—to finish His 
work." And at the last he was able to say -"I have finished the work Thou gayest me to do." 
Our Lord has given us the outstanding example of what the motive of life should be—doing the 
will of God; and if that is our primary motive, we need not fear. It did not lead Him to fair 
places, to a chapel of ease, freedom from work—it led Him to the Cross. But the Cross was only 
the stepping-stone to the garden of victory. So we not only have the example of our blessed Lord, 
but we may be sure we will have the grace of God's Holy Spirit to help us follow through. 

Second—Sanity. With our spirituality we need sanity—a balanced way of life, enabling 
us to fit into situations as one finds them. To do this one must bave sympathy; one must be able 
to realize the situation from the other person's point of view. For example, it means a real 
experience for a person to climb up into a hospital bed for even a few weeks, in new surroundings, 
away from friends, amid suffering and pain; and it is well for those who stand by the bedside to 
realize what may be going on in the heart and mind of such a person. So we need sympathy, 
fellow-feeling. Let us be both sane and sympathetic. 

Third—Service--service in the spirit of our Master. We are told again and again "He was 
filled with compassion"—not sentimentality. It is that practical compassion which should be the 
fruit of spirituality. Spirituality must be maintained. We have the same temptation in our clergy. 
We are so busy, have so much to do, that we are tempted to let our prayers go, or neglect our 
offices. No one can do that in such work as yours and ours. There must be time for development 
of one's own spirit and prayer life. As Bishop Anderson said: "The more one has to do, the 
longer time he must spend on his knees"—Prayer and provender are never a waste of time. 

Therefore, three things to remember: 1. Spirituality. 2. Sanity with sympathy. 3. Service 

REPORT OF TOTAL RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 
1934-1937 

October 9, 1937. 

	

TOTAL RECEIPTS 	  $587.03 
EXPENDITURES: 

For Printing 
Deaconess and Prayer Leaflet, Ballot and Letter-heads 

	

Due Notices 	  $327.55 

	

For Postage, etc.  	56.33 



From the Emergency Fund for Grants 	  140.00 

$523.88 
For Bank Charges for 3 Years 	  18.06 

$541.94 541.94 

BALANCE 	  $45.09 
EMERGENCY FUND BALANCE 	  $29.07 
GENERAL FUND BALANCE 	  16.02 

BALANCE IN BANK 	  $46.09 
Respectfully submitted, 

FRANCES SEMLE, Deaconess Treasurer. 
Received from Deaconess Semle—December 27, 1937 

General Fund  	$32.22 
Emergency Fund  	132.17 

$164.39 
AMY G. THOMPSON, Deaconess Secretary-Treasurer. 

CINCINNATI, 1937 

As the months go, and still more as they seem to go, the General Convention of 1937 recedes 
into the past; and to those who were present in Cincinnati any account of it is an old story. 
But within a few weeks one deaconess has said "I have heard nothing whatever about what hap-
pened to us. Will there be some report?" There may be others asking the same question, and 
it is for them that these notes are written. The memories group themselves under general headings. 

First—naturally--the setting—To one who had imagined Cincinnati as damp, dark, smoke. 
laden, probably only too obviously recovering from the effects of a devastating overflow from a 
muddy river, the contrast was from the first moment exhilarating. The active, but not too active 
business center was ringed around with suburban sections, parks, and hills from which one could 
look out on the broad curves of the Ohio, the towns of the Kentucky shore, and the warm autumn 
coloring of tree-covered slopes. One was taken to see some trace of the flood, or was shown the 
Tine on this building or that where the water had risen—but it had to be pointed out. The won-
derful building in which Convention was held has been described repeatedly; but its size and at 
the same time the convenience of its arrangement, had to be experienced—a hall or a room for 
every meeting, of every size, all quite separated but all within easy communication, and two great 
crypts or lower-level halls for every type of exhibit. - 

The spirit of cooperation, on the part of the whole city, and especially of those in charge of 
the Convention arrangements, was unfailing. For months beforehand these committees had been 
planning every detail—thick packets of letters are evidence of the forethought of the Women's 
Organization, the Hospitality Committee, the Committee on Exhibits, the Committee on Corporate 
Communions, the Committee on Conferences and Meetings. And through all these months and 
through the Convention days, there was no one apparently too busy, too tired, or too tried, to help 
any visitor with any problem. 

Then, as to the special "Deaconess" interests. 

I. Official action of Convention. 

1. The Resolutions of the Joint Commission on the Work of Deaconesses were accepted by 
both Houses. These are in substance: 

(1) Endorsement of the Retiring Fund as "a proper and necessary means for providing for 
the needs" of Deaconesses retiring after active service; and of the request "that the 
members of the Church be urged to make gifts of money to that Fund." 

(2) Emphasis on the desirability of providing scholarships in the Training Schools for 
deaconesses. 

(3) Suggestion that the Order of Deaconesses, its history, requirements, and present oppor-
tunities be presented by Bishops and clergy to eligible women as a vocation for life-
service. 

(4) Continuance of the Commission. 

2. The Joint Commission on the Work of Deaconesses was made an Advisory Commission. 

3. The Rev. Dr. Randall (Chicago) presented in the House of Deputies a memorial from 
the Diocesan Convention of Chicago petitioning the General, Convention "to provide through the 
Church Pension Fund or otherwise, a system of pensions for the Order of Deaconesses in the 
Church." This was referred to the Commission on the Work of Deaconesses. 
II. Presentation of the Deaconesses Vocation to the triennial meeting of the Woman's Auxiliary. 



In the morning session of the Woman's Auxiliary, October 12th, four types of service were 
presented before the women of the Church: Sisterhoods (Sister Elspeth, All Saints) ; Deaconesses 
(Deaconess Edith Booth, Dante, Va.) ; Professional Work, Miss Hilda Shaul, (Religious Educa-
tion, Southern Ohio) ; Volunteer Work, Miss Ruth Gordon, Boston. 

III. Exhibits. 

At Cincinnati, unlike Atlantic City, the Training School exhibits and those of the Order of 
Deaconesses were in separate booths each 10 ft. x 10 ft. in size. These were in good location, 
not far from the entrance of the Exhibit hall, and attracted many visitors. The Training School 
booth had exhibits from the five schools, New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, Berkeley, Raleigh 
(Bp. Tuttle Memorial) ; from each a panel, framed in red and gold, with large photographs and 
captions uniform in general effect; and also from each School a wall-exhibit and descriptive 
literature. The Deaconess Exhibit, in the booth adjoining, could not have been prepared without 
the help of the many deaconesses who responded to our general request for photographs and 
information. A friend of Deaconess Semle's, in Providence had made a screen of heavy card-
board, with ten panels about 22 inches high, each carrying the heading of some field of Deaconess 
work; Foreign, Rural, Institutional, Foreign-born, City Missions, Diocesan, etc. These were 
illustrated on each panel by the smaller photographs sent in ; and a central panel, taller than the 
rest, summed up the work in a series of tiny pen and ink sketches showing deaconesses in typical 
occupations. This screen made the exhibit at the rear of the booth; with larger photographs 
mounted and labelled separately, on the wall above, and printed matter on the table on which 
the screen stood—a copy of the Canon, leaflets on "Deaconesses," etc. Other features of the exhibit 
were the four wall-scrolls used at Atlantic City, with the history of the Deaconess Order; The 
Retiring Fund banner brought up to date in amount; R. F. D. leaflets including the new one 
"Martha's Vocation"; other mounted photographs showing special fields in some detail. And there 
were several comfortable chairs in which visitors might relax while—we hope!—meditating on the 
exhibit and the Order. 

IV. Triennial Conference, Saturday, October 9 

The Minutes of the Meeting, the report of the Treasurer, summaries of the informal addresses 
made by Bishop Jenkins, are all printed separately in this issue, and need no further comment 
at this time. But again one must come back to the note of appreciation on which this report 
began; the setting for our meetings was so much more delightful than one could have foreseen, 
and the hospitality so cordial and so unstinted. The little Church of the Resurrection, Fernbank, 
is on a hillslope, and almost hidden from the road by trees, a lovely quiet spot for our Corporate 
Communion. Deaconess Fanny Beeson served there and at Addyston for nearly thirty-five years, 
and inside the door of the church is a plaque with memorial inscription to her. The rector, 
Fr. Ailing, was present to welcome us. Bishop Jenkins as celebrant and Dr. Randall assisting 
had been brought out by motor the ten miles from Cincinnati, as had also the deaconesses who 
were staying in town, and the cars were waiting to take us on to Addyston later. Breakfast was 
served at tables set in the parish hall—so delicious a breakfast and served so expeditiously that 
one could hardly realize everything had been prepared in the rectory next door, and was being 
carried across under umbrellas, through a drizzly rain which had begun to fall! 

St. Andrew's Mission, Addyston, is a long, low group of buildings on a village street cut out 
along a hillslope—so that the windows on the farther side look out over a dip of land, with trees 
close against the windows, and a tangle of shrubbery and undergrowth falling away to a little 
flower-garden below. The church and large parish-hall at one end of the line, the offices for two 
nurses at the other, and the living-quarters of the deaconesses between—all connected and all 
under one roof—make a wonderful centre for the mission work, and also for a meeting such as 
ours! Deaconess Fracker and the mission nurse, Miss Tromey, had planned everything for our 
comfort: the morning meeting in the two living-rooms that make up the depth of the house, lunch 
served by the fine women of the parish in the hall where we stayed on for our afternoon meeting, 
the hospitality of the newly uniformed Girl Scout troop who served tea for the Conference and 
for Fr. and Mrs. Ailing—these last driving over from Fernbank to end the day as they had begun 
it, in hospitality to the deaconesses. Fr. Ailing spoke to us briefly of the history of St. Andrew's 
Mission and of Deaconess Beeson's long service there. Then suddenly it was five o'clock, and a 
bus, making detour from its usual route, drove up before the door to take back to Cincinnati all 
but the half dozen fortunate deaconesses for whom St. Andrew's was headquarters during Con-
vention as well as for the day of Conference. 

JANE Buss GILLESPY, Deaconess. 

THE MID-WINTER MEETING OF THE RETIRING FUND FOR DEACONESSES 

A very interesting and successful meeting of the R. F. D. was held at Deaconess Edith 
Smith's lovely home in Morristown, N. J., on Wednesday, February 9th. Deaconess Smith had 
cordially invited the Directors to spend the previous night so the meeting might begin early the 
next day. Deaconess Adams from Chicago; Deaconess Goodwin from Boston; Deaconess Hodgkiss 
from Brooklyn and Deaconess West from New York availed themselves of this privilege and Dea-
coness Dahlgren came from New York early the next morning. Deaconess Colesberry, to the 
regret of all, was detained in Philadelphia by illness. 



The meeting began promptly at 10 o'clock and the blessing of uninterrupted work continued until 
lunch time. Hence the value of an out-of-town meeting. While the Fund is not yet large enough 
for future needs, it is encouraging to see that contributions continually swell the principal and 
that there has been a decided increase during the last year. Plans were made at the meeting 
for future publicity and in our next report, we hope to write more fully about them. As every 
Deaconess is interested in this project, we must depend upon everyone to speak of it whenever 
possible. The "runs, rills and rivulets" feed the ocean and we must never neglect an opportunity 
to gain something, however small it may be, to complete a Fund which will mean ease of mind 
and body to many faithful servants of the Church who surely deserve this recognition of their 
labors. 

REMOLA DAHLGREN, Deaconess. 

LETTER FROM DEACONESS KNAPP 

Affectionate Greetings from a Retired Deaconess 

This is addressed especially to those who have retired and comes from one who has not 
only retired but who is a permanent invalid. In the first place I recommend to you Bishop Mont-
gomery's little book entitled "Old Age." Growing old is a sad experience if it is the only grow-
ing we are doing. But one of the experiences of old age is that of increased self-knowledge, 
which if rightly used will lead to growth in grace and understanding. And then we come to 
realize that the busy ones look to one for counsel when they are in perplexity and for comfort 
when they are in trouble. 

My own experience as I sit in my old Boston Rocker and think prayerfully of those who are 
busy and perhaps sadly overworked has proved to me, the usefulness of quiet and seemingly idle 
days. My own sitting is specially full of privileges, for my home is in the midst of the happy 
scene of University life and surrounds me with the most interesting people. An English clergy-
man, who is on the faculty of the University, has volunteered to be my Chaplain. He comes 
every Sunday morning to my home to celebrate the Holy Eucharist as I cannot go to the College 
Chapel. More than that he stands ready to help me whenever I am in need. 

Some women friends, missionaries or wives of missionaries, come to me at stated times to 
read, so that I can be kept in touch with modern books that are worth while and then there are 
always individual students to be helped in one way or another and whose affectionate response 
does my heart good. 

And last but not least, there are the flying visits of graduates of St. Faith's and others who 
are travelling and whose steamers are waiting in port at Yokohama for a day. Today I am to 
have Sister Ruth Magdalene (Ruth Kent) for flying visit of an hour. Those who know her will 
realize how happy it will make me to see her. She is such a fine person. 

My love to all of you and every good wish. Your devoted friend, 

SUSAN T. KNAPP. 

DEACONESS WILLIAMS RETIREMENT 

"Deaconess Williams left on the first of September, and how lonely it is without her. No one 
will ever forget her, her love, her sympathy and her service to these people. They made for her a 
Book of Remembrance; over fifteen hundred persons, white and black, Americans and foreigners 
here in the camp and in the surrounding mountains signed their names, and that with a large 
check was given to her on her last Sunday here, an attempt to show how much they loved her 
and appreciated her many years of service and her many kind deeds. She will never be forgotten. 
She cannot be, she has been too close to the people." 

E. B. 

SET APART SINCE THE GENERAL CONVENTION 

Mary Christiana Hettler, December 21, 1937, at Grace Church, Oak Park, Chicago, by Bishop 
Stewart. Deaconess Hettler is to be Assistant to Deaconess Fuller, Chase House, Chicago. 

DEATHS 

Maria Pitts, Deaconess, at Ocean City, Maryland, on September 13, 1937. 

Helen Giles, Deaconess at New York City, September 19, 1937. 

May the Souls of the Faithful Departed through the Mercy of God Rest in Peace. 
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That this issue of "The Deaconess" is making so late an appearance is greatly regretted by 
the Editor. Until the machinery of the Executive Committee can function smoothly, Deaconess 
Amy Thompson, Maple Hill, Upper Red Hook, N. Y., has consented to act as Sec.-Treas. tib tem. 
We are greatly indebted to her for her willingness to continue in office. She will be glad toSeceive 
items of interest, changes of address and, last but not least, your dues! 
THE MEETING OF NATIONAL CONFERENCE DEACONESSES OF THE CHURCH 

Date: 	Saturday, October 12, 1940. 
Place: 	St. Andrew's Church, Kansas City, Missouri. 
Present: Twenty-one Deaconesses. 

Bishop Randall of Chicago, Celebrant, assisted by the Rev. Dr. Jewell, Rector of St. Andrew's. 
Breakfast and luncheon were served by the ladies of the Parish at a nominal charge. 

The meeting was called to order by Deaconess Edith Adams in the absence of the Chairman, 
Deaconess Schodts. Deaconess Mary Truesdell was appointed Sec.-Treas. pro tem. in the absence 
of Deaconess Amy Thompson. 

The minutes of the last Triennial Conference (Cincinnati, 1937) read and accepted. 
The report of the Sec.-Treas., Deaconess Thompson, read and accepted. Balance reported: 

General Fund, $70.29; Emergency Fund, $17.67. 
Report of the offering taken at the Corporate Communion: 

Undesignated offering total 	  $13.65 
Retiring Fund 	  64.75 
Emergency Fund 	  53.75 

Voted to divide "Undesignated" equally between Retiring and Emergency Funds. 
Telegram read announcing death of Deaconess G. Edwardina Crane in Washington, D. C. 
Letter from Deaconess Schodts read, expressing her regrets for inability to be present and 

suggesting topics for discussion by Conference. 
MOTIONS CARRIED: 

Voted that the Treasurer send bills "for dues now due and that postal card reminders be sent 
out at beginning of each fiscal year." 

Voted "to leave the dues at present rate (50 cents per year or $1.50 per triennium) but to 
suggest that if possible $1.00 per year be paid to help the General Fund." 

Voted "that the Executive Committee choose a strong working Committee composed of one 
Deaconess in each Province to act as a regional representative or 'CLEARING HOUSE AGENCY' 
for the Committee." 

Voted--appreciation to Bishop Randall, to Dr. Jewell and to the ladies of St. Andrew's Parish. 
—greetings to Deaconess Fuller; to Deaconesses Dahlgren and Gillespy; to Bishop 

Manning; to our sister Deaconesses in England. 
—message of sympathy to Deaconess Macdonald. 
—"thanks to Deaconess Thompson and other officers" for preparing material for the 

Prayer Leaflet and "The Deaconess." 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: New members elected—Edith M. Adams, Ruth Johnson, Kate S. 
Mayer, Eleanor P. Smith. Deaconess Adams appointed Deaconess Smith temporary Chairman. 
and Deaconess Mayer temporary Sec.-Treas. to serve until the new Executive Committee could 
meet and begin functioning. 

Letters from absent Deaconesses were passed around for reading. 
The meeting adjourned. 

Deaconesses present at the Meeting: 
Adams, Edith Betz 	Brainerd 	Crow 	King 	Parsons 	Truesdell 
Allen 	Booth 	Brereton 	Gilliland 	Le Hew 	Sargent 	Weaver 
Bedell 	Booz 	Cooper 	Hetiler 	Ormerod 	Smith, Eleanot Wilson 



TREASURER'S REPORT—DEC. 27, 1937 — OCT. 4, 1940 
GENERAL FUND 

RECEIPTS 	  $433.79 
EXPENDITURES: 

"The Deaconess" and Prayer Leaflet printing and postage 	, $242.31 
General Convention expenses 	  66.72 
Mimeographing ballots and appeals 	  17.82 
Secretarial expense, postage 	  36.65 

363.50 

BALANCE 	  $70.29 
EMERGENCY FUND 

RECEIPTS• 	  $142.67 
DISBURSEMENTS, grants 	  125.00 

BALANCE  	$17.67 
Total in Treasury, October 4, 1940 	$87.96 

Respectfully submitted, 
AMY G. THOMPSON, Deaconess, Sec.-Treas. 

Treasurer's Report, Feb. 24, 1941: 
GENERAL FUND 	  $75.67 
EMERGENCY FUND  	78.25 

TOTAL 	  $153.92 
AMY G. THOMPSON, Deaconess, Treas. pro tem. 

FURTHER BUSINESS of meeting in Kansas City: 
It was reported that fewer issues of "The Deaconess" and the Prayer Leaflet were necessi-

tated by the lack of sufficient funds in Treasury. 
Discussions: 
1. Advisability of ending one Deaconess to General Convention to manage the Deaconess 

booth, paying her expenses from National Conference funds. (No action taken). 
2. How meet the need for a central headquarters of the Order? Various suggestions were 

made: that a "Head Deaconess" be elected; that the New York Training School be made the 
center, and the head of that school to act as "Head Deaconess"; that a provincial organization be 
set up with a "Head Deaconess" in each Province. This discussion resulted in the vote noted 
elsewhere that the Executive Committee set up a committee of provincial representatives. 

3. The matter of Associates. The idea back of the plan is 'that Associates and Deaconesses 
work and pray for each other in a plan of mutual helpfulness and benefit to the Order as a 
whole, particularly in the education of Church people as to the value of the Order to the 
Church.' A committee was chosen to work out details,—Deaconess Newbold, Chairman; Dea-
coness Sargent and Deaconess Eleanor Smith with The Very Rev. James P. DeWolfe, New 
York, as adviser. 

Deaconess Eleanor Smith extended a cordial invitation to all Deaconesses to always consider 
St. Faith's their headquarters in New York, and Deaconess Sargent extended a cordial welcome 
to all to consider the Chicago School as headquarters in the middle west. 

Deaconess Sargent also gave an interesting account of the history of Deaconess work in 
Chicago. Thanks to friends of the Order, the Deaconesses in Chicago now have a home of their 
own (212 So. Ashland Boulevard) and the Training School is entirely separate from Chase House 
Settlement. Deaconess Wilson is the acting head of the School. 
OTHER MEETINGS: 

OPEN MEETING, Friday evening, Oct. 11th, at Grace and Holy Trinity Cathedral Guild 
Hall for purpose of interesting delegates to General Convention in the Deaconess Order. Bishop 
Wing of South Florida presided. Speakers were: Rural work—Bishop Jenkins of Nevada and 
Deaconess Brereton Dante, Virginia; City Mission work—Bishop Randall of Chicago and 
Deaconess Weaver, hicago. 

Meeting of the RETIRING FUND for DEACONESSES held immediately following National 
Conference was adjourned for lack of a quorum. 

REUNIONS: N. Y. Training School at Harvey Hotel. 
Pacific Training School at Hyde Park Hotel. 

EXHIBIT: The Exhibit was planned and arranged by Deaconess Wilson (in charge) and 
Deaconess Weaver. Its purpose was "to show the consecrated life of the Deaconess and also to 
show the Retiring Fund." On either side of a large silver Cross a poster was hung,—"Set Apart," 
a picture of a Deaconess receiving a blessing before a figure representing Our Blessed Lord, and 
"The Retiring Fund for Deaconesses," a picture of a Deaconess looking off into the sunset. Effec-
tively hung on one side of the blue-curtained booth were the Scrolls showing the history of the 
Order, and opposite was a table displaying Deaconess literature for distribution. 
(NOTE: Copies of the Deaconess Scroll in black and white are available at twenty cents a 
copy by applying to Deaconess West, 2914 Broadway, New York. Proceeds will go to the 
Retiring Fund.) 



COMMENT by Deaconess Booth and Deaconess Brereton, Dante, Va. 
"Much has happened since we drove away from the Cathedral at Kansas City with the 

Bishops' Pastoral Letter ringing in our ears, inspiring us to go o`Forward in Service,' but many 
of the incidents are still fresh in our minds. One of the most inspiring memories was seeing so 
many Deaconesses hurrying hither and yon! It was interesting too, to note the number who had 
charge of exhibits, showing the work in which they are engaged. The Deaconess booth was 
patronized by many who really wished to know more about the Order, and Deaconess Brereton 
was much impressed with the number of Clergy who came down to secure information after the 
Deaconess Canon had been under discussion. It was wonderful to meet and know so many of the 
Order, who up to this time had merely been names to us, and to gain from them that feeling of 
corporateness as we are united in the Master's work. Deaconess Betz deserves much credit and 
praise for the way she planned for our comfort and activities. She seemed to be everywhere at 
once, and made us feel entirely at home. It was a grand Convention and our only regret is that 
the whole Order of Deaconesses could not have been there one hundred per cent to share in all 
the inspiration and blessings we received." 

Ordered during the Triennium 
Mary Christiana Hettler, 	Dec. 21, 1937, Chicago 
Amelia Brereton, 	 May 12, 1938, New York 
Ruth Johnson, 	 May 12, 1938, New York 
Evelyn E. Seymour, 	May 12, 1938, New York 
Anne W. Newman, 	May 11, 1939, New York 
Mary S. E. Dawson, 	May 28, 1939, Berkeley, Calif. 
Marian Brown, 	 June 8, 1939, Philadelphia 
Madeline Dunlap, 	 Sept. 8, 1939, Springfield, Ill. 

There are THREE CANDIDATES for the Diaconate: 
Miss Alice E. Sweet, a graduate of the Hartford School of Religious Education, who is in 

charge of the Mission of the Good Shepherd, Splashdam, Virginia. 
Miss E. E. Carter, from the Diocese of Atlanta, a student of the New York Training School 

for Deaconesses. 
Miss Gayle Lansing, from the Diocese of West Texas, an alumna of The New York Training 

School. 
Miss Carter and. Miss Lansing were admitted to a special period of testing as candidates. 

During the service
' 
 a small silver Cross set in a wooden Cross was presented to each of the two 

Candidates by the Rev. Dr. Thomas A. Sparks, who also made the address. The Rev. Dr. Charles 
N. Shepard read the prayers and pronounced the benediction. 

"The Diaconate—A Call to Women." Such is the title of the little booklet written by 
Deaconess M. Christian Synge, our English sister Deaconess. Are we American Deaconesses 
doing all we can to call women to enter a life of service which has brought us inspiration and 
joy? May we feel the need for this ministry so strongly ourselves, that we may become active 
instead of passive, and "let our lives enforce what our lips utter"! The days before us in this 
countik will need the ministry of Deaconesses, and the need will be urgent. Let us pray, work 
and succeed in "bringing many souls to Thy love,"—Servants in the Church of Christ. 

ROMOLA DAHLGREN, Deaconess. 

The many friends of Deaconess Knapp will be glad to know that in these troublous times 
she has left Japan for her own land. She is not at all well and went from the steamer to a 
hospital in Los Angeles, but may be reached through her friend and former nurse, Miss Florence 
Henderson, 1825 South Oxford St., Los Angeles, Calif. 

The permanent address of Deaconess Dahlgren and Deaconess Gillespy is Paradise Road, 
R. F. D., Newport. Rhode Island. 

What Deaconess or group of Deaconesses will assume responsibility for editing "The 
Deaconess" in the future? This Editor CANNOT again undertake to do so. Please communicate 
with the Chairman of the Executive Committee. 

Excerpts from "THE NEWS SHEET" of the ENGLISH CONFERENCE 
of Deaconesses for January, 1941. 

EDITORIAL: "How privileged are those of us whose work has called us to and kept us in 
a "bombed' area. . . . The comradeship of mutual suffering and mutual carrying on in difficult 
circumstances, men and women are level indeed when all are brushing up glass from shattered 
windows while rain water pours down the staircase. The Church means something more than a 
building when its worship is housed in a schoolroom, or with gaping holes in the roof. Barriers 
are quickly pulled down when you share a common shelter. And how unconcerned we gradually 
become. During the early raids every sound was a danger•

' 
 now we have learned to gauge the 

distance of bombs, and barrage, and incendiaries are, with luck, a matter of buckets of earth 
and dustbin lids." 

Annual Conference (Advance programme) June 18th and 19th. "It is hoped that the Con-
ference may be held in London at Gilmore House. Seer Green, Beaconsfield, has been suggested 
as an alternative. Subject, 'Religious Education'." 

The "News Sheet" lists the ordinations of two deaconesses last September, and quotes from 
the sermon at one,—on the Ministry of Building and Restoration.. "It is not the buildings but the 



soul of the people that matters. . . . A people which holds fast to the Eternal Truth revealed in 
the Incarnate Son of God can never be either conquered or enslaved. . . . The enduring work 
is that wbich is personal, which brings a soul not to a gathering but to the Cross." 

The regular training cour4 is being carried on in a new location, Gilmore House having 
become a "noisy and dangerous place." Six appointments are listed for the Southwark Diocese 
(London). 

"News from Overseas" speaks of a Retreat in the Los Angeles Deaconess House. 
Three deaconesses "since Coventry's bad raid seem to have been having rather varied experi-

ences, such as 'making out ration-books for cows' and being 'shot out of a Post-Office delivery 
van on a slippery morning with, fortunately, nothing worse than a few bruises.'" The "cheery 
letter" ends, "I wonder if you heard our Provost on the wireless on Christmas Day . . . when 
he spoke from the ruins of the Cathedral? I think he was typical of the spirit of the Church 
in Coventry . . ." 

Under the heading "Books" an article (in bombed England!) begins "Deaconesses will doubt-
less be keeping a :tch on the Penguin Special Publication," and ends with "There must be 
many valuable and elightful books which Deaconesses have read during the last twelve months. 
It would indeed be good if through the NEWS SHEET such advantage and enjoyment could be 
suggested to others." 

During the past Triennium some of our sister Deaconesses have entered the Larger Life: 
Amelia P. Butler, Feb. 	8, 1939 Clarine Woodward, Sept. 5. 1939 
Mary C. Carroll, Feb. 	9, 1939 Josephine A. Lyon, Jan. 	10, 1940 
Mary B. Mott, Apr. 21, 1939 Mabel L McKinlay, Mar. 29, 1940 
Julia Morand, May 	5, 1939 Jean M. Colesberry, May 21, 1940 
Mary L. Kneeves, July 	5, 1939 	Nora A. Van Nostrand, 

C. Edwardina Crane, 	Oct. 	9, 1940 
Sept. 9, 194(1 

Since National Conference in Kansas City: 
Ellen S. Humphreys, 	 Oct. 23, 1940 
Eva H. Crump, 	 Jan. 27, 1941 
Anna M. Barbour, 	 May 10, 1941 
Agnes Hodgkiss, 	 May 10, 1941 

"Eternal rest grant them, 0 Lord, ;lid let light pet<zIlltLshine, upon them: 
i it ' CO 

IN MEMORIAM 
Deaconess Jean. W. Colesberry, set apart October 2nd, 1898, died May 21st, 1940. For a 

year she was Deaconess Sanford's assistant at the Church Training and Deaconess House in 
Philadelphia, after which she was appointed by Bishop Whitaker to open and direct St. Martha's 
House, Philadelphia, which shortly became a great power for good in the district. Deaconess 
Colesberry loved her Lord and hence loved humanity. She was sensitive, and sympathetic, and 
withal, had a keen sense of humor which was a help to her as well as to her associates. Deaconess 
Colesberry had an especial gift for dealing with young women. "Some Reminiscences" written 
just before her death reveal the happy home life of her childhood. 

Deaconess Ellen S. Hvanphreys, who had been set apart in Philadelphia, May 1911, died 
October 23rd, 1940. Her first work took her to New York where she served under the City 
Mission. Later Deaconess Humphreys went to the Church of the Advocate in the Bronx, New 
York; here she spent several years doing particularly successful work with a Weekday School 
of Religious Education. For a while Deaconess Humphreys assisted Deaconess Stuart in the 
Church Training and Deaconess House, Philadelphia. 

Mary Louise Kneeves and Eva Hammitt Crump began a life long friendship when they were 
students in the New York Training School. Both were graduates in the Class of 1907. and although 
they worked in different fields after they were set apart, they spent their vacations together. 
After their retirement, Deaconess Kneeves from Trinity Church. Ossining, N. Y.

' 
 and Deaconess 

Crump from High Shoals, N. C., they lived together in England and later returned to this country. 
In the summer of 1938 Deaconess Crump suffered a stroke from which she never recovered, 
although she lived in a Nursing Home until January 27, 1941. In the summer of 1939 Deaconess 
Kneeves died in New York after a short illness leaving her invalid friend to the care of others. 
These friends had each made a will leaving her estate to the survivor. When Deaconess Crump 
did she left her estate and also what she had inherited from Deaconess Kneeves to The Retiring 
Fund for Deaconesses. Both of these friends were buried from Trinity Church, Ossining, and 
the bodies laid to rest in adjoining graves in Dale Cemetery, Ossining. 

On October 9, 1940, Deaconess Edwardina Crane died at the Episcopal Eye and Ear Hospital 
in Washington, D. C. On the Sunday before her death she observed her thirty-first anniversary 
as Deaconess. She was a graduate of the New York Training School. Deaconess Crane was 
engaged in the work of religious education most of her life. She worked as a missionary in Cuba 
and Puerto Rico; a teacher, at Hannah More Academy in Reisters, Maryland; Dean of Women 
at St. Mary's School, Knoxville, Ill.; Director of Religious Education at St. Luke's Church, Balti. 
more. The last ten years of her life she was House Mother at the Episcopal Eye and Ear Hos-
pital. She was a noble spirit, who bore her years of almost constant suffering with fortitude and 
patience. A memorial winlow, the subject of which is the Incarnation, has been given in her 
memory by the nurses, and will be placed over the Altar in the Hospital Chapel at an early date. 

May they go from strength to strength and be permitted to behold the King in His Beauty. 



THE DEACONESS 
	 ISSUED BY THE 	  

National Conference -- Deaconesses of the Church 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

RUTH JOHNSON, CHAIRMAN. 427 SOUTH 45TH STREET. PHILADELPHIA 

EDITH M. ADAMS, FRANCES AFFLECK. EDITH A. BOOTH. 
ELIZABETH FRACKER. ELEANOR P. SMITH. MARY FRANCES WARD 

AMY G. THOMPSON. SEC.-TREAS. PRO TEM, UPPER RED HOOK, N. Y. 

NOVEMBER, 1941 
THE MEETING OF NATIONAL CONFERENCE DEACONESSES OF THE CHURCH 

Date: 	Friday, October 3, 1941. 
Place: 	St. Faith's House, New York. 
Present: Thirty-three Deaconesses. 

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 A. M. by the Chairman, Deaconess Ruth Johnson, 
who opened with prayer. A short address of welcome was given by Bishop Manning with his 
blessing. When the death of Deaconess Mitchell was announced the Conference stood for silent 
prayer. 

At the suggestion of the Chairman the minutes of the meeting preparatory to the Triennial, 
and also those of the Triennial were omitted since the May "Deaconess," copies of which were 
in the hands of those present, contained a full account. 

The report of the Secretary-Treasurer, Deaconess Amy Thompson, was read. After discussion 
it was voted to pay expenses for mailing notices of the Retreat and Conference from the proceeds. 
Six dollars and sixty-one cents were refunded, with which correction the Report was ordered on file. 

Report of the Chairman of the Committee on Associates: Since Dean De Wolfe and Deaconess 
Eleanor Smith, appointed by National Conference, 1940, had been unable to meet with her, 
Deaconess Newbold, Chairman, summarized her own and the opinions of several other deaconesses 
with whom she had discussed the matter. While the idea of Associates was approved it was 
VOTED that a Rule of Life be not required of Associates. VOTED that during the coming year 
all Deaconesses endeavor to enlist lay women of the Church to work and pray for the advancement 
of the Order, a report to be made at the next Conference. 

The Chairman reported the resignations of Deaconesses Macdonald and Mayer from the 
Executive Committee; also that Deaconess Amy Thompson had been asked to continue as 
Secretary-Treasurer until a successor can be found; that, in response to the appeal made in the 
last issue, Deaconess Ethel E. Spencer had offered to edit the November "Deaconess." The Con-
ference approved these appointments. 
Adjournment for meeting of Corporation Of The Retiring Fund: 

The Fourteenth Annual Meeting of the Corporation of The Retiring Fund for Deaconesses 
met at St. Faith's House, New York. on October 3rd, being adjourned from September 26th, for 
lack of a quorum. Twenty-seven deaconesses were present. The President, Deaconess Edith M. 
Adams, and the Vice-President, Deaconess Frances B. Affieck, being unavoidably absent, Deaconess 
Ruth Johnson presided at the meeting. 

The Secretary, Deaconess Mary C. West, read the Annual Report and a summary of the 
Treasurer's Report. The past year has been an unusual one in several ways; there were no meet. 
ings of the Directors, the business being carried on by correspondence; no deaconesses were 
"ordered" but six died, one a Beneficiary of The Retiring Fund. The distribution and use of the 
Pence Box, brought an offering at the Annual Meeting of $145.51. A bequest of $4,000 came 
to the Fund from the will of Deaconess Eva Hammitt Crump. Other contributions were just 
short of $1000. The Woman's Auxiliary of Chicago is still the largest contributor, their monthly 
checks totalling over $200 during the year. Almost every parish and mission in the Diocese of 
Los Angeles has given during the year past. Yearly contributions come from the Dioceses of 
Pittsburgh and Dallas. also from Calvary Church, Summit, New Jersey. A Night Branch at St. 
John's Church, Georgetown. Diocese of Washington, is a monthly contributor. Deaconess Pat. 
terson sent in $18.00 from the sale of her hand painted Christmas Cards. 

The Treasurer reports the value of the Fund according to present market quotations (which 
change daily) at $60,000. Investments of the Fund bring an average income of 4% which amount 
pays the necessary expenses and the grants to the Beneficiaries. As Savings Bank interest is 2% 
or less, investments are necessary. The Fund has had very few losses, owing to the good judgment 
and constant care of the Treasurer, Mr. Edmund Ruffin Beckwith. Stocks and bonds are worth 
much less than when they were bought, in some cases, which keep the Endowment from being 
quoted at a higher figure. But the Fund as a whole is sound and in safe keeping and is doing 
what it was incorporated to do. 



At the Annual Meeting, Deaconess Henrietta R. Goodwin was re-elected a member of the 
Board of Directors, and Deaconess Gertrude Stewart was elected a new member. At the Directors 
meeting, also held on, October 3rd, Deaconess Edith Adams was re-elected President; Deaconess 
Ruth Johnson, Vice-President; and Deaconess Mary C. West re-elected Secretary. 

The Pence Box Offering will be made at each Annual Meeting, by vote of the members 
present at the Corporation Meeting. 	 Respectfully submitted, 

MARY C. WEST, Secretary. 

The Conference next considered the recommendations and actions of the Triennial in 
Kansas City. 
PROVINCIAL CHAIRMEN—to represent the Order at Provincial Meetings, assist the Executive 
Committee to further the interests of the Order, each Chairman to be a committee of One on 
Publicity. Motion carried. 
PROVINCIAL REPRESENTATIVES- 

Proy. 1—Deaconess Henrietta P. Goodwin, 15 Newbury St., Boston, Mass. 
Prov. 2—Deaconess Lydia A. Ramsay, 419 West 110th St., New York City. 
Prov. 3—Deaconess Elizabeth G. Newbold, 8622 Ridge Ave., Philadelphia. 
Prov. 4—Deaconess Harriet Bedell, Glade Cross Mission, Everglades, Fla. 
Prov. 5—Deaconess Edna M. Sargent, 212 S. Ashland Blvd., Chicago. 
Prov. 6—Deaconess Mary P. Truesdell, 126 W. 14th St., Davenport, Iowa. 
Prov. 7—Deaconess Lillian W. Crow, 229 N. Ewing Ave., Dallas, Texas. 
Prov. 8—Deaconess Margaret Booz, Pacific Grove, California. 

PRAYER LEAFLET Editors: 
Nov. 1941: Provinces, 5, 6—Deaconess Edna M. Sargent, 212 S. Ashland Blvd., Chicago. 
Feb. 1942: Provinces 3, 4—Deaconess Margaret S. Bechtol, 1440 M. St.,. Washington, D. C. 
May 1942: Provinces 7, 8—Los Angeles Chapter, 542 So. Boyle Ave., Los Angeles. 
Aug. 1942: Provinces 1, 2—Deaconess Gertrude Stewart, Rutland, Vermont. 
Material for the Prayer Leaflet should be sent to the Editor before the first of the month 

designated. 
Motions Carried: 

Voted that one Deaconess be sent to General Convention to manage the Deaconess Booth, her 
expenses to be paid from the General Fund. 

Voted to begin plans now for next Triennial Conference, to endeavor to secure a place on 
the Programs of the Woman's Auxiliary and of the Youth Conference. 

Voted to send a telegram to Dean De Wolfe expressing sympathy on the death of his 
mother; Deaconess Dahlgren to send telegrams to Deaconesses Knapp and Fuller. 

Voted that Deaconess Eleanor Smith send to the Conductor of the Retreat a letter of appre-
ciation and thanks. 

Letters were read from absent Deaconesses. Deaconess Dahlgren read excerpts from the 
English News Letter, Deaconess Booth told of advance work in Southwestern Virginia, Deaconess 
Crow of continued growth in the Texas Mission. Deaconess Armstrong reported on work at 
Upper Red Hook, Deaconess Amy Thompson teaches a class in Religion at the Public School, 
Red Hook. Deaconess English told of a class in Religion, All Saints, Virgin Islands, held during 
released time from the Public Schools. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
GENERAL FUND: 

Balance November, 1940 	  $ 76.29 
Dues, Gifts 1941 	  119.50 

$195.79 
EXPENDITURES: 

"The Deaconess" and Prayer Leaflet printing 	  ..... 	$ 33.50 
Retreat Notices 	  6.61 
Statement of Dues 	  9.75 
Secretary's Expenses 	  6.00 
Chairman's Expenses 	  6.30 

62.16 
Balance   	 $133.63 
Refund    	 6.61 
Total Balance, October 11, 1941 	  $140.24 

EMERGENCY FUND: 
Balance November 1, 1940 	  $ 78.25 
Receipts, 	1941 	  6.00 
Total 	  $84.25 

Treasurer's Report, October 11, 1941: 
GENERAL FUND   	 $140.24 
EMERGENCY FUND 	  82.25 
Total 	  $224.49 

Respectfully submitted, 
Awry G. THOMPSON, Deaconess, Sec.-Treas., pro tem. 



Deaconesses present at Retreat and Conference, St. Faith's: Mabel Adams, Armstrong, Booth, 
Brereton, Lillian Brown, Crow, Chappell, Dahlgren, Dora Dawson, Dowding, English, Gillespy, 
Goodwin, Mary Johnson, Ruth Johnson, Mayer, Eliza Mills, Newbold, Nicholas, Katrina Patterson, 
Peck, Pennock, Ramsay, Ranson, Schodts, Simpson, Eleanor Smith, Stewart, Amy Thompson, 
Ruby Thompson, Tileston, and West. 
COMMENTS ON THE QUESTIONNAIRE REGARDING PROVISION FOR OLD AGE 

In April 1940 a questionnaire was sent out by the Advisory Committee on Deaconesses, to 
all Deaconesses of the Church, asking definite information on financial status—for a record not 
of individuals but of the Order in general. Exactly 200 questionnaires were sent, and 182 
returned—an unusual record of cooperation for any survey. Of the 18 missing 8 were of Dea-
conesses abroad. 
• 	 The questions were for the purpose of finding out how many deaconesses need financial aid, 
their approximate ages, and also the sources of support chiefly used, and to assist in making 
tentative plans for aid. Certain facts indicated by the questionnaire should be considered by 
all of us. 

1. Of the 182 replying, 36 report only partial provision ("reasonably certain") for old age, 
36—no provision. Among these are a number of Deaconesses in the "over 65" age.group. This 
should be remedied quickly, but the percentage of need in this group is lower than in any other. 
Sources of income for this group—private resources, annuities, pensions, Church Homes-
unpledged recognition of years of faithful service. 

2. A large proportion of those in the age groups from 25-55 report inadequate security for 
old age. While we all know of Deaconesses who, having given themselves to the service of the 
Church without assurance of personal security, have found the way opened for them step by step 
into tranquil old age, yet it would seem that definite provision should be made for old age security 
to the younger members of the Order, and for those who shall enter in the future. 

3. Few Deaconesses in any age-group have either annuities or endowment insurance payable at 
a given age. Of these few some listed theirs as "very small," with some, ability to continue 
payment of premiums was uncertain, one had been obliged to let her policy lapse. Perhaps this 
indicates one line along which we should work—urging the taking part of annuity policies, and 
supplementing the already invaluable work of the Retiring Fund by assisting, where necessary, 
the keeping up of payments. 

4. One of the most serious facts shown by the replies is not financial, and the remedy should 
be largely in the hands of the Deaconesses themselves—especially the younger ones and those in 
active service. A large proportion of the Order are in the upper age-groups, 56.65 and over. 
The Order is not being sufficiently recruited from younger women. Let every Deaconess have this 
in mind and heart and prayer. And the younger Deaconesses—precisely those who are so busy, 
so absorbed in the immediate, pressing demands of their own tasks that the Order as a whole is 
given little thought—are those upon whom naturally falls the greatest responsibilitiy for main-
taining the _Order. They are the ones whose example must he contagious and whose appeal 
to their contempories is natural.. In every way open to us we must each take her part in stabil-
izing and increasing the Deaconess Order. 	 JANE BLISS GILLESPY, Deaconess. 

RETREAT NOTES: 
St. Faith's House, New York, Sept. 30-Oct. 3, 1941. 
Subject—AND THE LORD SPOKE UNTO US. 
Conductor—The Rev. Leicester Lewis, Ph.D., S.T.D., Philadelphia. 

A Lithurgical Retreat—"The soul illuminated by the light of God needs and desires more 
freedom." The growing freedom of the soul is bound up with the structure and meaning of the 
Eucharist. The soul needs freedom from (1) The present, with /pressure of constant demands. 
to be gained now in a silence active within the soul. (2) The past, with pressure of previous bad 
habits, sins, negligences, through confession and absolution. (3) The future, by resolutions 
offered for God's blessing. 

THE EUCHARIST: The approach—Priest's silent preparation-43rd Psalm—declaration of 
will to worship, confession, absolution. Aloud—Prayer for Purity, the Kyrie—cry of the soul 
to God. 

Penitence and contrition begins with a vision of God, not self. A sense of unrelieved sin 
results in psychological frustration, shame. Sins of commission are on the outskirts of the soul, 
the centre is marred by the "great undones." The only complete satisfaction is through our Saviour. 

After the Kyrie, the soul, having looked up to God, now opens itself to God through the 
teaching of Collect, Epistle, Gospel, and Creed. The function of the intellect is to expand the 
news of God into every realm of life. See—The Hymn of St. Patrick, No. 525. 

The Prayer for the Church takes us back into the devotional atmosphere. Prayer is not 
trying to make our own plans triumphant, but putting ourselves into God's hands, that wei, and 
those for whom we pray may be united in LOVE which is endless, changeless, in Whom we live 
eternally. The experience of twenty centuries of Christianity is the laboratory test of the validity 
of Prayer. 

The Sursum Corda—The worship of man united with the angelic hosts of heaven. 
In the "Consecration" we offer thanks for the gift of Christ, asking the blessing of The Holy 

Spirit upon the commonplace offering of bread and wine.—the priest, as Christ's representative, 
brings us to the Body and Blood of our Lord. So Christ lives in us, and through His Spirit we 
share Him with others. Sacrifice is not death but development. 



The Gloria in Excelsis: Our thanksgiving is offered in deepest gratitude for our Lord, for 
His gifts, and for the reconsecration of our lives. His perfection and power, added to our imper-
fection, enable us to see the goodness that He saw in the souls of men. He gives us the peace 
of the Holy Trinity, peace in the midst of stress, not static but vibrant—that peace consistent 
with agonizing struggle which yet becomes radiant freedom in the lives of men. 

LILLIAN M. CROW, Deaconess. 
Retreat for Deaconesses, St. Katharines' School, Davenport, Iowa. 
Time—September 9-12, 1941. 
Conductor—The Very Rev. Rowland F. Philbrook, D.D., Davenport. 

The Sisters of St. Mary offered the hospitality of their school and hill-top campus for our 
first Middle West Deaconess Retreat. The addresses were based on Revelation 1:10, 12, 17, 18, 
19 and 20. Six Deaconesses attended, and all found it most helpful and inspiring. It is hoped 
that a Retreat may be held again in the Middle West for those Deaconesses who cannot go to 
New York. MARY P. TRUESDELL, Deaconess. 

Retreat for Deaconesses and Sisters, St. Mary's Deaconess Chapel, Los Angeles, 
California, October 27-30, 1941. 
Conductor—The Rev. Wesley A. Havenmale, La Crescents, Sec'y Retreats, Los Angeles. 

Six Deaconesses and four Sisters attended. The Conductor provided each of us with a full 
outline, typed, with space between each division to be filled in with our own notes, a most helpful 
method, based on the Ignatian system of meditation. 

Subject: Our Vocation. There were six addresses: Day of "Ordering," Our Example, Fore-
beararPte and Mercy of God, Our Joys, Lukewarmness and the Attracting Power of the Passion, 
and The Blessed Sacrament. Each address was followed by a period of silent meditation when 
the Conductor, who made the Retreat with us, took his place in the congregation. 

ETHEL E. SPENCER, Deaconess, Sec'y, L A. Chapter. 

TRAINING SCHOOLS FOR DEACONESSES 
The New York School will operate for the coming year on a plan that is new in its history. 

Because of its conservative budget, St. Faith's House has introduced a cooperative arrangement 
whereby students will share in household duties. Another new feature is the opportunity being 
offered to students who hold the degree of Bachelor of Arts to work at Teacher's College, 
Columbia University, toward the degree of Master of Arts. One senior is already doing this out-
side work. Students may also take secretarial work. 

The changes in no way interfere with the regular work of the school, nor its hours. As 
before, emphasis is placed on training for the Deaconess Order, or for Church work in other 
fields. (The Living Church). A senior student, Helen Leslie Taylor, is a candidate for the 
Diaconate. 

St. Margaret's House, 1820 Scenic Ave., Berkeley, California. This year there are four stu-
dents in training, two of whom have special fields. One is interested in college work; another, 
in teaching. 

Concerning two graduates of the Deaconess Training School of the Pacific: Deaconess Mar-
garet Booz has, within the past year, transferred her field of service from Yerrington, Nevada, 
to the parish of St. Mary's-by-the-Sea, Pacific Grove, Diocese of California. 

Deaconess Mary Dawson, ordered in 1939, after completion of St. Margaret's full training 
course, returned to her former field, the Philippine Islands. She is working at one of the most 
remote stations in the Islands, St. Francis Assissi, Upi, Cotabato, Mindanao. A pony, the gift 
of the W. A., carries her where traveling in other ways would be almost impossible. She writes, 
"As we went along today we noticed many homes deserted, which looked discouraging for our 
meeting. But upon reaching the place of meeting our two hostesses were cheerful. 'They are 
all coming,' they said, one pointing with her chin down the steep slope to the rice fields below. 
There we saw a line of people winding along a path, our congregation, leaving their rice harvesting 
to come. They made a pretty picture, some with baskets on their heads, some carrying babies 
on their hips. Little children flocked around them. In ten minutes they were all with us." 

ETHEL M. SPRINGER, Dean. 
The Training School of the Diocese of Chicago. 

For some years the City Mission Deaconesses lived at Chase House, a Settlement House 
carried on by the Church under the direction of Deaconess Fuller. Three years ago. owing to ill 
health. Deaconess Fuller was unable to continue her work. When a house was bought across the 
street from Chase House, it was hoped that she would be able to carry on the Training School 
here when her health recovered. However, she is still in a nursing home. There are no students 
in the House this Fall, but the Deaconesses will be very glad to welcome into residence any one 
who may come for training under the direction of Miss Aimee Drake at the Seabury Western 
Seminary. 

CITY MISSIONS, in the Diocese of Chicago, is under the Department of Church Extension, 
and the members of the City Mission staff, four priests, five Deaconesses and several part time 
workers visit Institutions in and about Chicago for the purpose of extending the Kingdom of our 
Blessed Lord. The Deaconesses assist the Clergy at Services carried on regularly in twenty or more 
Institutions. They prepare people for Holy Baptism and Confirmation, visit the sick and dying, 
and try to cheer and help the lonely and discouraged. 



On the first of October Deaconess Agnes Bradley came to Chicago to carry on the work at 
Chase House. The City Mission Deaconesses are all delighted to •have her here, and feel sure 
that Chase House will successfully go forward under her wise and careful direction. 

GRACE E. WILSON, Deaconess. 

EPISCOPAL EYE, EAR AND THROAT HOSPITAL, 1147-15th St., N. W., Washington, D. C. 
Founded as a charitable institution, since its doors opened on April 8, 1897, it has been in 

continuous operation with an excellent record. Besides our hospital work in treating and oper-
ating for eye, ear and throat, we have a full time Dental Clinic, an Anti-Luetic Clinic to treat 
syphilis as it relates to serious eye afflictions, a Speech Clinic to rehabilitate adults and children 
burdened with such handicaps as stuttering, stammering and aphasia. We also have a lip-reading 
clinic for the Hard of Hearing. 

There are four Deaconesses here, the Superintendent of the hospital, the Superintendent of 
Nurses, the Housemother at the Nurses' Home, and a Deaconess who has taken our special one 
year course, and is now in charge of the Orthoptic Clinic to correct squint. Most of her patients 
are children, with whom she is very successful. 

A Deaconess conducts a daily service in our beautiful chapel; on Sunday a priest administers 
the early Eucharist, after which the Deaconess goes with him to take the Blessed Sacrament to 
Church patients. A Deaconess plays the organ and trains the choir, and one of us has charge of 
a Guild for our Episcopal nurses. This. Fall we are having Vesper services, which are conducted 
entirely by the nurses, one of whom plays the organ. We have also inaugurated a Question BOX, 
and answer, the questions .once a week at morning Chapel service. This fall our Chapel Guild 
began its activities with a lecture by Canon Draper of the Cathedral on "Religious Symbolism." 

The beauty of our Chapel was increased last spring by a stained glass window, a memorial to 
Deaconess Crane, the beloved Housemother for many years. Marriages, Baptisms and Confir-
mations are performed in our chapel, and it is used by patients, nurses and visitors for private 
devotions. 

Deaconess Margaret Bechtol, aftei eight years of missionary work in Puerto Rico, has suc. 
ceeded the late Deaconess Crane as housemother in the Nurses' Home, and we are happy to have 
her with us. Our. Hospital is a busy place with many opportunities for spiritual as well as 
physical work. 

INSPIRATION—"Lofty thought . . . . creative power" (Dictionary definition) 
Surely the report of the recent Annual Conference of Deaconesses at Gilmore House, Clap-

ham, England, must produce in us, their sister Deaconesses, some soul-stirring thoughts! A few 
quotations from the 1941 Report a the Conference will inspire us! 

"A real Conference . . . . One of the best we've had. . . . It was an optimistic Conference. 
And it was a united Conference, we felt our unity as a body animated by a common purpose and 
a common endeavor. . . It was an animated scene for though numbers were naturally small in 
comparison with those pre-war days, the Conference was representative and was undoubtedly 
keen. • . . The perfect summer weather and absence of air raids helped us to forget the war or 
rather to get it into its right place and to look and plan ahead for that much more important, and 
in some ways more serious, time which will come after the cessation of hostilities. . . . The 
Conference discussed future methods of working and the need of concentrating on people rather 
than buildings." 

The address by the Chairman has the same vital and courageous spirit.—"I am convinced 
that it has been right to hold the Deaconess Conference in this fateful year. The inner sanctuaries 
of the Holy Spirit are surely more real than ever to Deaconesses who during the past year have 
seen the Church in which they worshipped destroyed, parish ball. vicarage and their own rooms 
gutted .. So far one is thankful that there has been no loss of life among Deaconesses through 
enemy action." 

While some of the Deaconess Houses have been closed "for the duration" others are con-
tinuing, as Gilmore House reports, "all normal activities." Six new Deaconesses have been 
ordained during the past year. 

The main subject for discussion at the Conference was Religious Education. "No other can 
compare with this for importance today. On decisions made now about religions education in our 
schools virtually depends the future of England as a Christian or 'ion-Christian country. The 
Head Master of Winchester said recently at the Southwark Diocesan Conference, that today was, 
'the accepted hour' for the revival of Christian education, but another hour may be too late." 
The papers by the Deaconesses at their Conference emphasized this point: 

Christian Education in Secondary Schools. Christian Education from an Orange Box (i.e.) 
Tower Hill at the Workers lunch-hour). Christian Education in a Bombed Parish. 

Oho cannot condense so much that is valuable and helpful into a few sentences, but one 
paragraph from the Report of the Central Deaconess House should be included: 

"Just now there is added strength from very small hands, those of our little guest, John 
Bishop. I wish you could see him kneeling at my prayer desk: 

'Please Jesus. bless the soldiers and sailors and airmen. and all the Deaconesses and the 
Germans and baby Michael and the cat.' This list grows longer every day." 

ROMOLA DAHLGREN, Deaconess. 
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A WORD FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

The Treasurer reports $75.00 in the General Fund and $91.75 in the Emergency Fund. 
In order to insure issues of "The Deaconess" and the Prayer Leaflet in the autumn there 

must be added to the General Fund at least $25.00. 
It is not out of place here to remind Deaconesses of the motion that was carried at the meeting 

of National Conference in Kansas City, 1940: VOTED "to leave the dues at present rate (50 
cents per year or $1.50 per triennium) but to suggest that if possible $1.00 per year be paid 
to help the General Fund. To date not many Deaconesses have followed this suggestion! 

Annual dues of fifty cents are inadequate. Even if every Deaconess paid her dues the amount 
would be insufficient to pay for two issues of "The Deaconess" and the Prayer Leaflet yearly. 

The Treasurer is "in a receptive mood" . . . . 
Perhaps the Chapters will be willing to come to the fore with small gifts? 
In April a letter was sent to all Deaconesses concerning the omission of the regular meeting 

of National Conference this year. The return postals inclosed with this letter are still coming in. 
Of the 170 cards sent out, 95 were returned or are accounted for. 

With the exception of one Deaconess all were in agreement with the action of the Executive 
Committee in omitting the meeting. Varied were the suggestions as to "items to be brought before 
the Order by correspondence or through 'The Deaconess'." Heading the list were items con-
cerned with the "Growth of the Order,' "Candidate Training," "Re-opening of St. Faith's" and a 
"National Training School." 
Other suggestions: 

A designated week of prayer for: 1. Growth of the Order; 2. Pension plan, and 3. Central 
House. 

Corporate Retreats. 
To look into the question of adequate salaries, a pension plan and Retirement Home. 
St. Faith's as the Head Deaconess House. 
"Associates" of the Order. 
Constitutional changes,—dues and Executive Committee membership. 
Report on the "Provincial Representative plan." 
Need of a Central Placement Bureau. 



Immediately following the Annual Meeting of the Corporation of the Retiring Fund at St. 
Faith's House on September 24th, there will be an informal conference conducted by the Chairman. 
If you have subjects for discussion kindly send them to the Chairman or to your Provincial Repre-
sentative before September 1st. —R. J. 

THE RETIRING FUND FOR DEACONESSES 

The Directors held a meeting in Easter week when the Treasurer made a final report on "St. 
Faith's Pension & Benefit Fund" which is the estate left by Deaconess Knapp and of which The 
Retiring Fund is the Trustee. The morning meeting was held at the office of the Treasurer and 
the afternoon meeting at Grace Church. The two funds make a total asset of over $100,000. The 
Annual Meeting will be held at St. Faith's House, on Friday, September 24th, at 9.30 A. M. The 
Pence Box Offering will be made at that time. 

The New York Chapter of Deaconesses has sent a Memorial to The Advisory Commission on 
the Work of Deaconesses asking them to petition General Convention to establish a National 
Training School for Deaconesses. There were twelve signers. The same petition was sent the 
Commission by the Deaconesses of Long Island and of Philadelphia. 

THE TRAINING SCHOOLS 

The New York School: It is rather extraordinary and very interesting to be beginning life 
for the third time in the same spot! When We left St. Faith's four years ago, after twenty 
years in charge of the School—which still earlier we had left as new deaconesses, for city and 
rural mission work—we had no thought of living again in this much-loved place. And to return, 
after absence, to a school from which one has definitely resigned, needs some word of explanation. 
To put it quite simply, we have been living in our own house outside of Newport—we are now 
living at St. Faith's. The School, closed as you all know for the past year, is not ready to open; 
when it is, we shall not be here. But we can in this interim open the House or a part of it, 
we can welcome our friends and the friends of the School, deaconesses and alumnae, we can look 
open instead of sealed; then when the full life of the Deaconess House and Training School begins 
again (as please God it may!) our work here will end. So it seemed to us when we offered our-
selves for this to the Trustees, and on this basis they welcomed us with unstinted cordiality and 
helpfulness. Already the very partial "opening" which is all we contemplate has shown its value. 
We hope that any deaconess coming to or through New York will connect with us and if possible 
come to see us. And although war conditions and our own limitations make it impossible to have 
a large Retreat this year, we are trying to arrange for a small one at Michaelmas. Of course the 
annual meeting of the Retiring Fund and a Deaconess Conference can be held here as usual at 
that season, and as the year goes on this House may be used in many ways for the Order. 

(Signed) ROMOLA DAHLGREN, Deaconess 
JANE BLISS GILLESPY, Deaconess 

Dean Springer reports that St. Margaret's House, Berkeley, Calif., has had a busy year. With 
a household of 26 young women (over half were Episcopalians), this group was a strong influence 
for good, and leaders in the Canterbury Club of the University. Dss. Ormerod, a graduate of 
St. Faith's, was a guest for 5 weeks for "refresher study" before taking up her new work at 
Vallejo, Calif., where the Church is facing a great need for expansion owing to a large increase in 
population, especially of ship-builders. The Church training course closed on May 7th, with no 
one ready to graduate, and reopens in September with a prospect of 4 students. Never before has 
there been greater need for women workers. Let us redouble our earnestness in prayer for "an 
ever increasing number of faithful women devoted wholly to God's service." 

The Chicago School. Miss Grace Brisbane has been in training at the Chicago Church 
Training and Deaconess House since October 1, 1942, transferring from the New York Training 
School. She has attended Seabury-Western Seminary 4 days a week, receiving her practical train-
ing under the City Mission Deaconesses, with one evening at Chase House each week, and one 
afternoon at Benton House. Experience in parish work has been received for 6 weeks in one of 
the large city churches, and through visiting many Sunday and week day schools of Religious 
Education. Twenty City Mission Institutions have been visited, where she has sometimes held 
services. She has also worked under the Family Service Department of the National Red Cross. 
During the summer she will do government work in Kalamazoo, Mich., and later volunteer work 
in her home parish of St. Luke's. The deaconesses are all sorry to have Miss Brisbane's year in 
Chicago came to a close GRACE E. Wasarr, Deaconess. 

DEACONESSES AT WORK 

Deaconess Clara Orwig (Indian Reservation, Fort McDermitt, Nev.), "One hundred six came 
to Christmas Day service and 189 were in the council hall for the pageant and Christmas tree the 
following night. The school children gave over six dollars for Christmas presents for Hawaiian 
children. Thought that was pretty good for 35 children. Last October the pump house next to 
the Mission burned to the ground. It was but 15 ft. from the Chapel and not a spark fell on the 
Mission. No wind and some of the Indians had presence of mind enough to open the darn as 
soon as they saw the flames. About 25 men were here in a jiffy and after six hours we were 



safe."- In May Deaconess Orwig wrote that her Indian children and adults would have to .wait 
until late in the month for their Easter celebration on account of a siege of whooping cough. 
Meanwhile mite boxes were being well filled. 

Deaconess Isabel Ormerod has taken up work at the Church of the Ascension, Vallejo, Calif. 
She is doing extensive calling and working with the Church School, and reports that the people 
are responding wonderfully. "The Church has been crowded so that you have to get there early 
to get a seat. Easter Day we had five services, each• one crowded. At the 11 o'clock service people 
were standing in the sacristy and out on the sidewalk." Vallejo is near Mare Island, "the place 
that Japan will probably attack first." Our prayer will be that this shall not happen. 

Deaconess Muriel Thayer (Visiting Institutions in Berkeley and Oakland, Calif.): "I am 
not doing anything spectacular, just regular every day visiting, and just now hunting for an old 
lady of ours who walked out of a nursing home, at night, without proper clothing, her teeth, or 
money. She is seventy-two years old. Have run down many clues, and have a new one to tackle 
in the morning." 

Deaconess Katherine Phelps (retired, living in Newport Beach, Oregon). Deaconess Phelps 
begins a letter,—"Being retired, I don't do much." Then she proceeds to write about the Christ-
mas doings of a small but very active Sunday School which was turned over to her. Their gifts 
of food and toys, presented as part of the Nativity Tableaux, were later distributed to needy 
cbildren whose names were supplied by the County nurse. "Our children received only a bag 
of candy each but they sent toys to Deaconess Peppers (Relocation Centre, Idaho) for her Japa-
nese young ones, and shared with the Toledo Sunday School in the $30 expense of helping one 
English child for a year. I suppose the Government supports the child and this money is for 
incidentals. . . .The Vicar wants to get Sunday Schools started in some of the many little places 
up and down the Lincoln County Coast . . . also at a place on the road inland —200 children in 
the school (there) and no religious instruction anywhere! It is a great opportunity." 

Deaconess Alice Reynolds wrote about her third Christmas at Battle Mountain, Nevada. A 
well-attended Carol Service with a volunteer choir of ten adults opened the festivities at 11:30 p.m. 
on Christmas Eve. On Christmas Day the Eucharist was celebrated, Father Bodimer coming up 
from Winnemucca for the Service. The following Sunday afternoon, Bishop Lewis conducted 
the service for the Church School. 

Deaconess Evelyn Seymour will go to Washington, D. C., on July 1st, to be on the staff of the 
Episcopal Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital. 

Deaconess Agnes Bradley writes from Chase House, Chicago: "In spite of being ill, I have 
continued to direct the work of Chase House, as well as doing all the bookkeeping, etc. Really 
I live a very active life, as well as a very full and happy one." (Let us all pray for complete 
recovery for our dear sister who is carrying on so bravely.) From Chase House Newsletter by 
Josephine Ewalt: From a nearby war factory came this plea to Chase House on May 4th . . . 
"We have a woman on the payroll whom we greatly\ need, an efficient worker; but she has a boy 
of five who must be taken care of. Have you a place for him?" There were 14 in the kinder-
garten already but Deaconess Bradley and Miss Racheva made room for Johnny. So one more 
threat of absenteeism was banished by the existence of Chase House Kindergarten. .. The summer 
program is going to be• the most ambitious Chase House has ever undertaken. All-day care for 
children up to 12 years old is being planned as soon as school is out. Where the home cannot 
function, Chase House must step in. That is the challenge of the War to us." 

From Glade Cross Mission, Everglades, Florida, there is always much of thrilling interest 
in Deaconess Harriet Bedell's work, but unfortunately space only permits a brief mention. The 
great and joyous event is the baptism of Elizabeth Osceola, great, great grand-daughter of Chief 
Osceola, and a daughter of a present member of the Seminole Indian Council. Dss. Bedell was 
god-mother after mothering and teaching het for two years, since her family took her away from 
the Government Indian School in North Carolina, where she was for five 'years, being afraid that 
she would be weaned away from them in "the white man's school." She has spent much time 
at the Mission, and it is hoped that, after she has finished school. she may become •a Mission 
worker. This is the first baptism since the time of Bishop Gray. Though the Council has not met, 
the father and uncle, both being members, thought their consent was enough. Several "House-
bolds" are ready for Baptism but must wait for the Indian Council to meet with the Mission. Let 
us pray that 'this time may be hastened; it will mean the whole tribe accepting Christianity. 

Gladys Hall, Deaconess Candidate, writes enthusiastically of her "exciting and challenging" 
work under Deaconess Whitford at the Church Home, Spring Hill, Alabama. 

St. Clare's House, Upper Red Hook, N. Y., reports the formation of a growing group of asso-
ciates, requests from the Woman's Auxiliary for a Retreat such as was held last spring, and which 
is planned for this June; opportunities for Devotional Hours for the W. A. in distant parishes. 
A Retreat is planned for Associates as soon as is expedient. Icy roads, heavy snow storms, and 
intense cold proved the wisdom of the new venture last autturm of Religious Education by mail. 



The House Oratory has been used during the three coldest months for Parish Services and Church 
School. Many requests are sent in for Intercessions. 

St. Hilda's House, New Haven, Conn., has sent at our request some excerpts from the book 
by Deaconess Josephine Lyon regarding the founding of the house, and its work within and in the 
Parish of Christ Church. St. Hilda's has carried on a deeply spiritual work since its opening on 
May 3, 1911, with the emphasis on Retreats. We regret that space does not permit publishing 
the article in this issue. 

The Deaconess House in Los Angeles reports that there are in residence now four deaconesses 
and a retired missionary sent by Bishop Littell from Honolulu. Fr. Baker of City Missions cele-
brates the Eucharist on Sundays, Holy Days and Thursdays in the Chapel, named for St. Mary. 
The Bishop held his usual "Quiet Morning" during Lent, when the Sisters of the Holy Nativity, 
working in Los Angeles, attended, with the Deaconesses of the Los Angeles Chapter. 

This charming letter from Deaconess Libby had to be omitted in the last issue; she wrote in 
part—There has been less activity in the Massachusetts Chapter of late because Old Age came 
stealing along and overtook many of our active members and whispered to them that it was time 
to lay their armor by. While ready to obey the voice which said retirement, some of our older 
deaconesses have been unwilling just to sit by the fire and spin, and have been glad of oppor-
tunities that have opened for service here and there, to be helpful in small ways in Church and in 
various forms of War Work. So with our older deaconesses everywhere, with a little work and more 
leisure there has come "light at eventide." 

Deaconess Goodwin., Boston, Mass., sends in the following quotation from "Ideals of the Min-
istry of Women," E. Underhill. "What, after all, is Christian Ministry, male or female, lay or 
ecclesiastical? It is, or should be, the attempt of someone who cares supremely about God, to 
cherish or help in one way or another the souls that are loved by God: to be as one that serveth. 
And moreover, it is an attempt that is made, not because we feel like it, or choose it, but because 
we are decisively pressed, called, put to it. 'Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you.' The 
word vocation does not mean that we do the calling. It is true, alas! that we often seem to see this 
principle ignored; but is it worth while to consider the sort and degree of pastoral work which 
we might do, unless we are prepared to do everything which comes our way from that centre? 
`Lovest thou Me? Feed my sheep.' That is the real point, isn't it? and the only one. Over and 
against all that, all discussions about our call and status, and what we ought to be allowed to do, 
and what we have to contribute, and whether the shepherds accept us as trained shepherdesses, 
or more often regard us as auxiliary dogs—all that fades into silence . . . We surely cannot wish 
to give up the sacred privilege of the lowest place." 

Will not other deaconesses send the Editor suitable quotations which they find in their 
reading? Speaking of dogs! have you read that delightful book "The Fireside Book of Dog 
Stories," edited by Jack Goodman? Some of us have found a dog is an "open sesame?' to friend-
ship. We find it so when soldiers and nurses and chaplains and little children come to visit in our 
little home in the desert. 

Deaconess Mary F. Ward writes from Tucson, Arizona: Dear Deaconess, You little know the 
cheer your card brought and the feeling that some one I knew was not too far away. I have 
been here since Nov. 22nd, and concentrating all my energies upon getting well. I have one of 
the finest arthritic specialists in the country; he is most encouraging and assures me that I will be 
well again and able to work. Church people in Tuscon have been kind. Bishop and Mrs. Mitchell 
have been to see me several times, as well as my dear Bishop Zeigler of Wyoming. God is good 
and I am in His care. Lovingly, Mary Frances Ward, Deaconess. 

Our Sister Deaconesses in Australia write of being very busy in Melbourne, and that they 
have work being carried on in the "Bush." Later on they hope to tell us about that most inter-
esting field. May God keep them safe, and bless them. 

In Memoriam: Deaconess Emma I. Smith„ retired United Thank Offering worker, died at Good 
Samaritan Hospital, Portland, Ore., March 31st. She was born in Lockport, N. Y., in 1855, and 
most of her years of active Church work were spent in Nebraska. Upon her retirempnt 25 years 
ago she came to live with a niece in Portland. Funeral services were held in St. Paul's Church, 
by the Rev. H. V. Myers, vicar, (The Living Church.) 

Deaconess Margaretta James died in Poughkeepsie, N. Y., after several years' illness. Funeral 
services were held on June 15th at the Church of the Redeemer, Morristown, N. J., where Dea-
coness James had been the parish deaconess before taking up work at Holy Cross Mission, Afton, 
Va. Representing the Order at the funeral were Deaconess Dahlgren, Deaconess Gillespy, and 
Deaconess West. 

May they rest in peace, and may light perpetual shine upon them. 
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THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN NEW YORK 

The meeting was held at St. Faith's House on Friday. September 24th, with eleven deaconesses 
present. They were Deaconesses Bechtol, Booth, Byllesby, Chappell, Dahlgren, Gillespie, Ruth 
Johnson, Mills, Nicholas, Stewart and West. The meeting was opened by the Chairman, Deaconess 
Ruth Johnson. The result of the election by mail of the new members of the Executive Com-
mittee was announced as follows; Ninety-three ballots were returned, and those elected were: 
Deaconesses Margaret Bechtol, Edith A. Booth, Gertrude Stewart, and Amy Thompson. 

Deaconess Gillespy moved that the reading of the minutes of the last Conference be omitted. 
This was passed. The Treasurer's report, sent by Deaconess Fracker, was read by the chairman, 
and was accepted. The offering sent in for this meeting through the Duplex envelopes for the 
General Fund amounted to over $100. 

Unfinished Business. The report from Deaconess Newbold in regard to Associates for the 
Deaconess Order was read. Nothing further has been done along this line as the chairman of 
the committee had not been able to contact the members of the committee. In order to clarify 
the minds of those present, Deaconess Newbold's report of 1942 was re-read. Much discussion 
followed and the matter referred to the Executive Committee for their decision. 

Reports were read from the Provincial Representatives. In most cases the representative had 
been in contact with the deaconesses in their own provinces in a friendly, social way. Deaconess 
Crow had written to the Bishops in her Province, hoping that the replies from them might be an 
inspiration and help to the Order. 

The matter of the Prayer Leaflet was presented and discussed, as to whether it was meeting 
the need it was intended to meet. Contributions to it should come in spontaneously, from those 
who wished all the deaconesses to share in their problems and joys. This has not been so. The 
editors had to write to others asking them for items for gach issue. Deaconess Gillespy sug-
gested that we discontinue publishing a separate folder, and add any such items as are sent 
in, to a space allowed for them in the regular numbers of "The Deaconess." This was passed. 

The meeting adjourned for lunch at 1 P. M.. which was served in St. Faith's Refectory. All 
present felt a thrill at sitting once more around the tables in that beloved place. 

The meeting reconvened at two o'clock. 
The matter of Dues was presented by the Chairman. The suggestion made at the last Triennial 

Meeting, that those who could, pay $1.00 a year instead of 50 cents, had not been followed by 
many deaconesses. Now it is suggested that each one state clearly on which basis she is paying 



her dues, the old or the new way, so as to help the Treasurer keep her accounts in proper dates. 
There are 184 listed deaconesses. 105 are in active service; 72 are retired but 20 of that group 
are active in volunteer service; and 5 are either ill or their addresses are unknown. 

Chapter Reports were read from Los Angeles, Philadelphia, Chicago and New York. The 
New York Chapter sent a report on the Resolutions which it had sent to the Commission on Dea-
conesses, pertaining to the Order, and the opening of a National Training School, hoping that it 
would be at St. Faith's House. A letter from Bishop Randall, Chairman of the Commission in 
answer to the Resolutions was read by Deaconess West. 

The Chicago Chapter reported the Setting Apart of Helen Taylor to the Diaconate, on Holy 
Cross Day, September 14th. 

Regarding the return postcards sent out with the letter from the Executive Committee, con• 
eerning the Triennial Meeting to be held in Cleveland at the time of the Ceneral Gonvention, 
it was reported that 170 cards were mailed and 98 returned.. Some of the suggested topics for 
discussion were considered: 

1. Corporate Devotional suggestions—the need of a Rule of Life. 
2. Provincial representation on the Executive Committee. 
3. Growth of the Order—Extension, Publicity and Accomplishment 

(a) Awareness of the needs of the Clergy 
(b) Training School Support by the whole Church 
(c) More specialized training for Deaconesses and other Church workers. 
(d) How to interest those young women who are now in war work, in the work of the 

Church, at the close of the war. 
It was suggested that these questions and others sent in be put in the next issue of "The 

Deaconess" for the consideration and comment of the members. 
The need for growth in the Order was brought forcibly to the minds of those present at the 

meeting, when it was reported that during the 1937-40 Triennium, twelve deaconesses had entered 
the larger life and eight were Set Apart. During 1940-1943, twenty members have died, and only 
two have been Set Apart. There is only one Candidate for the Order at the present time. 

Deaconess West and Deaconess Gillespy told of the three funerals held near New York, for 
three of our members: Deaconess Goodwin, Deaconess Whiting, and Deaconess James. They 
were remembered in Prayer during the meeting of the Directors of the Retiring Fund. 

A rising vote of thanks was given to our hostesses. Deaconess Dahlgren and Deaconess 
Gillespy for the use of St. Faith's House. It was definitely a joy to be once more in the Library 
for the meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:52 P. M. 	Respectfully submitted, 
Edith A. Booth, Deaconess, Secretary. 

THE RETIRING FUND FOR DEACONESSES 
The Sixteenth Annual Meeting of the Corporation was held at St. Faith's. New York. on 

September 24th, 1943. The gathering was the smallest in our history, illness and lack of trans-
portation keeping many away. One of the Directors, Deaconess Goodwin, had died on the 17th. 

The President, Deaconess Stewart, presided at the meeting. Bishop Manning came with his 
usual greeting and the Treasurer, Mr. Beckwith made his report in person. The Directors for the 
coming year are: President, Deaconess Gertrude Stewart 

Vice-President, Deaconess Ruth Johnson 
Secretary, Deaconess Mary C. West 

Deaconesses Margaret E. Bateman, Margaret Bechtol, Hilda Dieterly, Clara Searle. 
Contributions for the year were $1,177.35. The Diocese of Chicago still sends the monthly 

check and annual gifts come from the Diocese of Dallas, of Kansas, and Calvary Church, Pitts-
burg. A monthly check comes from St. John's, Georgetown, Diocese of Washington, and very 
frequently one comes from the Diocese of Los Angeles. An unexpected gift of $500 came from 
The Midnight Mission, a New York Foundation. Deaconess Booz sent the first War Bond. The 
offering on September 24th was $268.95, the largest we have ever had. It all helps to take on 
one more Beneficiary. There are now nine who draw a monthly allowance. 

The Treasurer reported on both the Retiring Fund and St. Faith's Pension and Benefit Fund 
(The Susan T. Knapp Estate). He has been especially interested in the apartment house which 
makes up the bulk of St. Faith's Fund. All the details as to taxes, insurance, and general con-
dition have been given the greatest care and many hours of work. The house is in good repair 
and completely rented, giving a return of 6%. The two Funds now have a value of over $100,000. 
Mr. Beckwith is looking forward to a time of prosperity after the war and thinks our funds 
could not be in better care having the Bank of New York as custodian of securities. E. W. Axe & 
Co., a well known firm as financial advisors, and a prominent firm of auditors, Lybrand, Ross 
Bros., and Montgomery. It is good to know that the Treasurer thinks the outlook is favorable, 
and also he will continue as Treasurer and Counsel. His interest and judgment are beyond price. 

A reprint of the By-laws will be sent to all Deaconesses in a short time. 
Mary C. West, Secretary. 



A CARD OF THANKS 
In some circles it is not considered good taste to express thanks in a news sheet. But a busy 

secretary is going to ask you to disregard good taste and accept this way of showing her gratitude 
for the many and generous contributions received for both the National Conference and The Re-
tiring Fund for Deaconesses. It was her plan to acknowledge each check as it came in. But in 
case the plan failed, and in fact some envelopes came anonymously, she wishes to thank all who 
sent gifts so promptly and generously. The envelopes are still coming in (it is never too late) but 
at the present date the contributions to The Retiring Fund amount to $270.00. 

Very gratefully yours, 
Mary C. West, Deaconess. 

TREASURER'S REPORT—October 28th, 1942 to October 13th, 1943. 

GENERAL FUND: 
Received from Deaconess Thompson—October, 1942 	  52.45 
Received from Dues 	  85.00 
Received from extra gifts 	  54.50 

Total 	 $191.95 
Interest 	.54 

$192.49 
EXPENDITURES: 

Printing 	  $ 79.75 
Postage 	  11.15 
Chairman's Expenses 	  20.90 
Paper 	  1.75 
Refund Dues 	  2.00 

Total 	  $115.55 
Balance 	  $ 76.94 

EMERGENCY FUND: 
Received from Deaconess Thompson 	  $ 84.25 
Gifts 	  8.50 

$ 92.75 
General Fund Balance 	  $ 76.94 
Emergency Fund Balance 	  92.75 

Balance both funds—Sept. 20, 1943 	 $169.69 
Sept. 20, 1943. 	 (Signed) Elizabeth C. Fracker, Treasurer. 

General Fund Balance—Nov. 1943 	 $ 76.94 
Contributions 	  131.45 

General Fund Total 	 $208.39 

MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
A meeting of the members of the Executive Committee was held following the Conference. 

Those present were Deaconess Gillespy, Deaconess Ruth Johnson and three of the newly elected 
members, Deaconesses Bechtol, Booth and Stewart. Officers were elected: Chairman, Deaconess 
Johnson and Secretary-Treasurer, Deaconess Booth. 

The work of the Provincial Representatives was discussed and the following decision reached: 
"It is assumed that the duty of the Provincial Representative is to transmit to the Executive Com-
mittee any finding, questions or desires on the part of the deaconesses in her Province." 

In regard to the Committee on Associates: Decided that the Chairman contact Deaconess 
Newbold, Chairman of the Committee on Associates, thanking her for her effort and work as 
Chairman, but not holding her responsible for further work on the Committee other than to 
accept any suggestions that may come to her attention. Such suggestions should be presented to 
the Executive Committee. 

Concerning "The Deaconess": The response to the appeal for funds to continue issuing "The 
Deaconess" at least twice a year was gratifying. Contributions came in from Chapters and from 
individual Deaconesses, and the contributions via the Duplex envelopes further added to the 
General Fund. The Chairman expressed her appreciation of the editing done by Deaconess 
Spencer undaunted by physicial handicaps. She was grateful too to Deaconess Mabel Adams who 
addressed envelopes—many envelopes. Deaconess Stewart volunteered to be responsible for con• 
tacting the printer and getting "The Deaconess" into the mail. 



A BISHOP'S ENCOURAGING MESSAGE 
The Rt. Rev. Thomas Casady, S.T.D., Diocese of Oklahoma, writes to Deaconess Lillian W. 

Crow, Dallas, Texas: "I believe the time is rapidly approaching for the wider use of Deaconesses 
in the rural areas of the Southwest. I find myself in complete sympathy with the recent article 
in one of the Church papers calling attention to the need and opportunity for a larger number of 
Deaconesses. It is my intention to present this need to the women of my diocese at the same 
time that I am calling attention to the need of recruits for the Ministry." 

TRAINING SCHOOLS FOR DEACONESSES 
The Chicago Training School for Deaconesses has a new student, Miss Gertrude Brisbane, 

sister of Grace Brisbane who graduated last June, and is now working at Benton House Settle-
ment (Epis) on the south side of Chicago. 

Saint Margaret's House, Berkeley, California: 

Deaconess Clara E. Orwig, from Fort McDermitt, Nevada, was in residence for summer 
courses: This fall, the regular Church training course opened on September 20, bringing young 
women from widely scattered places. The students are graduates of Willamette University, Oregon, 
Santa Barbara State College. and from the Universities of Washington, Wyoming and Minnesota. 
Besides these, Miss Gertrude Selzer of Wusih, China, is living at Saint Margaret's House and 
studying Mandarin at California College in China, the Chinese Language School, located on the 
Campus of the University of California since it was evacuated from Peking. Among the under-
graduates, some are looking forward to Church work, including one who is preparing to be a 
missionary doctor. 

The Department of Women of the Philadelphia Divinity School has begun its fifth year's 
work. Dean Grammer writes, "There are many evidences that we have settled down. Under the 
new agreement between the two schools there is definite arrangement made for the status of the wo-
men as students in the Divinity School with all the rights, privileges, and obligations pertaining 
thereto. Opportunities for placement are coming to me without solicitation. Their are five students 
in training now. One is a senior, three are middlers. and one is a junior." 

The Charch of England Deaconess and Missionary Training House, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, 
F. M. Watts. Deaconess (on furlough from Honan, China) Acting-Principal. "We had ten stu-
dents in training last year, three of whom finished the three year's course and graduated this April. 
One is supervisor in an Indian School for Girls, the other two are working in parishes which 
have never had a trained woman worker before. Graduates are not usually ordered Deaconesses 
until they have put in at least one year's service. We hope to have several graduates ordained 
Deaconesses this coming winter. There are more openings for Deaconesses these war days than 
we have workers to fill the posts. 

Six young women are entering for training this fall, chiefly W. A. students sent for train-
ing of longer or shorter periods by the Missionary Society. There is a strong feeling that more 
trained women are needed to work amongst women and girls in war industries. 

We hope to keep our Jubilee this fall and winter, and shall be glad to send you our report." 

A GRADUATE OF NEW YORK TRAINING SCHOOL IS ORDERED DEACONESS 

Helen Leslie Taylor, M.A., was ordered Deaconess by the Rt. Rev. Wallace Edmonds Conk-
Ting, D.D., Bishop of Chicago on Holy Cross Day, September 14th, 1943, in the Lady Chapel of 
St. Luke's Church, Evanston, Illinois. 

GREETINGS FROM THE RT. REV. EVERETT HOLLAND JONES. D.D. BISHOP OF WEST 
TEXAS. 

"I am happy to send the greetings and good wishes of the Diocese of West Texas to the 
Church's Order of Deaconess. Our present diocesan life is enriched by our association with Dea-
coness C. Pitcher (whom we have loaned to Louisiana) and Deaconess Frances Airleck. Many 
others have blessed us in the past. We trust we shall have many more such consecrated women 
intimately related to us in the future." 

DEACONESSES AT WORK 
The Diocese of Chicago:—Deaconess Edna M. Sargent writes, "We are quite thrilled to have 

two new Deaconesses for the Diocese of Chicago. Deaconess Eleanor Smith who takes the place 
of the late Deaconess Edith Cooper on the staff of City Missions, Chicago, and Deaconess Helen 
L. Taylor, from the Church of the Redeemer, Elgin, Illinois to be Director of Religious Educa-
tion for the Diocese of Chicago. We are having a meeting of the Deaconess Chapter to welcome 
them. The annual retreat which was to have been held September 26-29, at De Koven Founda-
tion (Sisters of St. Mary) had to be called off on account of a bad fire there. This was a great 
disappointment." 

CHASE HOUSE. Deaconess Agnes Bradley has had a miraculous recovery after a four hour 
operation, transfusions, and oxygen. She says, "My heart is overflowing with thankfulness for 
all of God's mercies to me His unworthy servant. 



Deaconess Bradley was operated on at St. Luke's Hospital on September 14th. Just two 
weeks later she was directing the work of the house, and caring for the financing and budgeting. 
What an inspiration to those of us who travel oft in pain! Truly the prayers of all who love 
her have been answered. 

Chase House has been especially active during the past summer caring for the children of 
employed mothers from 7 in the morning until 6 at night, sending as many children as possible 
to summer camp, and conducting a Daily Vacation School with Religious instruction. 

Glade Gross Mission, Florida—Deaconess Harriet M. Bedell in Charge. 
An air base being established at the edge of the town of Imokalee, where the Indian Mis-

sion Building for entertaining young married Indians was located, has made it necessary to move 
to a site on the Tamiami Trail. The new dwelling, built by the Indians, was made possible by the 
gift of lumber equipment from various friends. There are five small family dwellings to be 
maintained by an Indian caretaker and his wife as a model village enclosed by a six foot fence 
of palmetto fronds which will give privacy. Elizabeth, the Indian girl for whose Baptism we 
gave thanks, is a frequent visitor at the home of Deaconess Bedell. When new Indian babies 
arrive the parents are getting the habit of sending for Deaconess Bedell to pray for God's pro-
tection and care over them. Incidentally the Deaconess brings with her babies blankets and other 
necessities. 

When an Indian girl marries, she and her husband must stay in her mother's village for at 
least four months, then they may go where they please. 

ANOTHER LETTER FROM A BISHOP 
The Rt. Rev. Harry T. Moore, D.D., Bishop of the Diocese of Dallas to Deaconess Lillian W. 

Crow. "I am interested in your letter of the 15th (September)—I have had more or less ex-
perience with Deaconesses in the Diocese of Dallas and it is a pleasure to bear witness to their 
faithful and efficient service, and I would welcome additional assistance of the same character. 
May they all wax strong and vigorous." 

Deaconess Lillian W. Crow reborts, "We were fortunate enough to finish our Chapel (St. 
Paul's, Dallas, Texas), have put in used pews, and enlarged our hall by removing a partition. The 
children and I canvassed the new part, papered and kemtoned it, thus saving $30. In spite of 
losing many of our young people for work elsewhere we are doing well." 

REGARDING RETREATS 
Owing to economic war conditions it has been found impracticable to hold the large retreat 

at St. Faith's, New York, which has meant so much to us in precious spiritual help and fellowship 
in the past. In our individual retreats our hearts will respond to the following from "The Need 
and Purpose of Retreats"—"In their attempts to cure the ills of the world men are liable to con-
cern themselves with symptoms rather than causes. For instance, if peace-conferences, peace-
treaties, peace-leagues could bring peace, we have already earned peace for at least a thousand 
years because we have had so many of them. But the trouble is that no machinery of peace can bring 
peace till people want peace, till the idea of peace deep down in our minds has become so strong 
a motive that it can prevail against selfishness and aggression. 

The same thing holds true in the work of the Church. There is so much of religious activity—
directed towards methods and machinery—but life is not really moved by machinery but by 
ideas. How much are we doing to create or revive ideas?—When we turn to the Bible we find 
that the formation of clear and strong ideas depends largely upon the condition of stillness and 
silence, that is to say, withdrawal for a time from the world's affairs into the stillness of the 
Presence of God—which should be given a regular and considered place in our lives as they were 
in our Lord's life. It is VISION more than book-learning that our souls need. "Give us," we 
say, "a RETREAT HOUSE in every town—and in two generations we will show you a Church 
renewed in vision and power." 

CHAPTER REPORTS—(For 1940 to 1943) 

New York: 
Four meetings of the New York Chapter have been held within these three years. Eight 

deaconesses, formerly at work in the city have moved away, and four members of the chapter 
have died, so their numbers have been much depleted. A committee of the chapter visited the 
Presiding Bishop on January 13, 1943 and discussed with him the Order as the Ministry of 
Women authorized by General Convention, and the attitude of the clergy toward it. etc. Bishop 
Tucker was cordial and spoke highly of those deaconesses with whom he had worked. This meet-
ing resulted in a Resolution being sent to Bishop Randall, Chairman of the Advisory Commission 
on the Work of Deaconesses, to be presented to the General Convention in Cleveland. 
Pennsylvania: 

Ordinarily, the Chapter has three meetings a year, but the increasing difficulty of travel, 
due to the war has made this impossible. Five meetings were held. One was a Quiet Day at 
the Divinity School, conducted by the Dean, which made the deaconesses familiar with the new 



arrangement, and also gave the students an opportunity to see the deaconesses, the duly consti-
tuted official means adopted by the Church for the Ministry of Women. Some of the meetings 
have been for luncheon and routine business. At the April meeting of 1943, they passed a reso-
lution endorsing that of the New York Chapter sent to Bishop Randall. Two members of the 
chapter have retired and moved away. 

Chicago: 
During the past two years only five deaconesses were at work there. Now they are happy 

to have two more added to their list. They have not held Chapter meetings as they were within 
daily contact and all items to be considered could be talked over at any time. They regret that 
their offerings have been smaller than in years past when the Chapter had more members. They 
are fortunate in baying Bishop Randall's ever ready interest in the whole Order, as a help to 
them individually as well. 
Los Angeles: 

A very helpful Retreat was held for the Chapter and several sisters of the Holy Nativity, in 
Lent, by Bishop Stevens. Due to war conditions the Fall Retreat was not held. Two other meet-
ings were held but they were concerned with Chapter business. 

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS ABOUT SUGGESTED TOPICS 

CORPORATE DEVOTIONAL SUGGESTIONS. Deaconess H. Alice Nutter writes, "What 
has occurred to me as to many others I am sure, is the need for a bond of definite devotion 
for us as members of the Deaconess Order. We all lead busy lives in widely scattered 
fields and there is always a spiritual risk for us personally. But beyond that we need each other, 
for in union there is strength, and companionship in spiritual things is a source of real power. 
Could not some one gifted in such matters devise a simple daily rule of life, if only a prayer to 
be said before noonday? Knowing as I do, how very crowded our lives usually are. I had dared 
to hope that some definite spiritual reading might be outlined for us, not as a part of our daily 
task, but above and beyond that, as a bond of union. The idea of "Prayer Partner" is not new, 
but I would love to see it tried within our own Order. Here, perhaps, some who are retired 
might helpfully function." 

HOW TO EXTEND THE FIELD OF THE ORDER. Deaconess Lillian W. Crow writes, About 
tbe problems of how to extend the field of the Order, there are several items: 

A. Publicity as to accomplishments. 
B. Awareness of the needs of the clergy for certain types of service. 
C. Training ourselves for specialized, as well as for general work. 
D. Educating the clergy to call for deaconesses instead of lay women. 

A. I believe sometimes we are afraid to make our fitness known for fear of being forward. 
Nothing is so convincing as good work and a fine ability to get along with people. In a number 
of dioceses. I see young lay women being used as directors of religious education. In many in-
stances these young women are soon married leaving the work in an upset condition. Why can 
we not feature our continuing in a position without such problems? The same is true in other 
positions in the Church. How to get publicity and still be modest? When one of us accomplishes 
a good piece of work, get a short notice in some Church paper, not featuring ourselves, but the 
work. Inspire someone else to send it in. 

B. Awareness of the needs of the clergy. When we are where they are, learn through in-
terest in their work what they need, and make them know there might be one of us trained to 
do what they want. There are many kinds of work but trustees never think of looking for 
deaconesses. We have as well educated women as lay people, but we don't run large schools. 
A few of us run children's homes, but Boards look mostly for lay women. 

C. Special training. Many of us have no opportunity tO get anything more after being 
Set Apart. But we could specialize after experience. Why not pick a few fields and develop 
leaders in those fields and then advertise? 

D. Educating the clergy to call for deaconesses. In the first place we need a central associa-
tion or person whom they may approach. I think we need a Head Deaconess—(Why not use 
the Presiding Bishop plan?) Clergy have told me they have no idea where to write for per-
sonnel. Why not ask a number of leading clergy to give suggestions as to what need they have 
for women workers? 

Deaconess Kate S. Mayer writes, "Special training, it seems to me would indicate a more 
adequate background than many of us possessed when we entered the Training School. With 
better preparation to start with, it would be possible to know what particular work each one 
was best fitted to do, and could therefore put more emphasis on what one might hope to use in 
the future. Or there might at least be possibilities in directing further studies for those who 
feel the greatest need. To be specific; if one desired to do Religious Education, a college de-
gree would be essential either before or subsequent to. the training in the school. The same 
would be true for student or social service. I think it would be well to have this understood. 



Deaconess Ruth E. Byllesby writes, "Can any way be prepared to try to enlist the interest 
in our Order—of young women who are in war work, after peace comes? Could it be called 
to the attention of the Committee on Women's work which sent out that elaborate question-
naire." May we have some reply to these questions, please? 

Deaconess Emily M. Elwyn, (as a suggested topic)—What it has meant to those who 
have been Set Apart. Would some one like to reply to that? Several replies would be better. 
Please think about it. 
Deaconess Phelps suggests 1) that Associates "might be interested to contribute funds for the 

travel expense of the Provincial Representative." 
2) Provincial Representation on the Executive Committee. 

For the spiritual direction of the Order Deaconess Booz offers the idea of a "Chaplain General 
appointed by the Presiding Bishop" and a Chaplain in each Province. 

ODDMENTS 

It may jnterest the Deaconesses to know that 99 Bishops have received copies of one or 
both of the issues of "The Deaconess" during the past year. 

Chapter Treasurers please take note! When forwarding dues to the Treasurer please 
state carefully,-1) the names of the individual Deaconesses whose dues are being paid, and 

2) whether the Deaconess is paying at the rate of $.50 or $1.00 per annum. 
From the Treasurer's book: 

122 Deaconesses have paid 1943 dues at $.50 per annum 
32 Deaconesses have paid 1944 dues at $.50 per annum 

A GREETING FROM ENGLAND 

To wish you a truly Happy Christmas, and may 1944 be to you a year of true Joy and 
Peace. From Martha Lockyer, Head Deaconess. 

Ethel Luke, Deaconess. 
(This year there will not be sent to you a notice of Ordination Commemmoration but you will 

be especially remembered in Chapel.) 

IN MEMORIAM 
Deaconess Edith R. Whiting died at Flushing, New York, on August 10th, 1943 and was 

buried on the 12th. A member of the New York Chapter of Deaconesses she had worked for 
many years at St. Phoebe's Convalescent Rest Home in Brooklyn. Being in ill health she had 
retired several years ago. 

Deaconess Henrietta Goodwin died at her summer home in Annisquam, Mass. on September 
17th, 1943. Funeral at Pro-Cathedral of the Nativity, Bethlehem, Pa. on September 22nd. Her 
work began at Emmanuel Church, Boston, after which, for many years she was Field Secretary 
for the Student Missionary Movement, visiting all girl's colleges. After several years as Head 
of Religious Education at the National Cathedral School for Girls she returned to Emmanuel 
Church, Boston, where she worked until her retirement 2 years ago. At the time of her death 
she was a Director of the Retiring Fund for Deaconesess. 

From the Sunday Leaflet. Emmanuel Church. Boston, September 26, 1943. "Our Dea-
coness Goodwin died on Friday 17th. She had been somewhat limited in her activities the 
latter part of the summer but we had not expected her sudden going. Yet her readiness for 
entrance into her immortality was always clear. Her life was of prayer and mystic fineness. Her 
burial from her girlhood church in Bethlehem. Pa. had complete fitness for she was baptized, 
confirmed and set apart before its altar. She was a key member of the Adelynrood Associates, 
where she found such complete joy and devotional opportunity. Her unusual beauty was not 
only of face, but of mind and heart. At the Lindsey Chapel on the 28th a Memorial Service 
will commemorate her life and work with such simple reverence as she herself would desire, 
attesting our gratitude for her gift of self to us all." 

May they go from strength to strength in that life of perfect service, and may light per-
petual shine upon them. 

THANKSGIVINGS 
That the prayers of many were answered in the wonderful recovery of Agnes Bradley, Dea-

coness. Let us pray for God's strength and blessing upon her in her work at Chase House. 
For the loving kindness and care extended to two Deaconesses recently in the Good Samari-

tan Hospital, Los Angeles, and especially for the Blessed Sacrament brought before an opera-
tion and at other times by the beloved Chaplain. 

For the strengthening of the Chicago Chapter by the addition of two more deaconesses. 



For the blessings received by many Service men now scattered over the world from their 
contacts with St. James' Chapel and Hospitality House, Monterey, California. 

For the blessed fellowship experienced in illness through editing "The Deaconess." 
For the life and example of our beloved Deaconesses, our missionaries and all our dear 

ones who have passed into Eternal Life; for the courage and self-sacrifice of all who have laid 
down their lives for righteousness and freedom. 

"For making us one with Thee through Thine all holy Body and Blood we praise and adore 
Thee, our Holy Lord." 

INTERCESSIONS 
Let us pray: 

For Mary Frances Ward, sick in Tuscon, Arizona. 
For Helen Leslie Taylor ordered Deaconess On September 14th, 1943 
That as women ministered to our Blessed Lord during His earthly ministry, so now in this 

time of great need, an increasing number of young women, of gifts and devotion, may offer their 
lives in complete surrender to serve Him as Deaconesses. 

That all things necessary for the re-opening of The New York Training School may be 
speedily provided. 

— PRAYER — 

Lord, when I am weary with toiling, 
And burdensome seem Thy commands, 
If my load should lead to complaining, 
Lord, show me Thy hands, 
Thy nail-pierced hands, Thy cross-torn hands, 
My Saviour, show me Thy hands. 

Christ, if ever my foot-steps should falter, 
And I be prepared for retreat, 
If desert or thorn cause lamenting, 
Lord, show me Thy feet, 
Thy bleeding feet, Thy nail•scarred feet, 
My Jesus, show me Thy feet. 

0 God, dare I show Thee— 
My hands and my feet! 

Amen. 

—By Thomas C. Darst. 
Bishop of East Carolina. 

Sent in by Deaconess Anna L. Ransom. 

(Send contributions, news items, prayer requests to Deaconess Spencer. Editor. before April 
15, 1944 for the May issue.) 
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WORD FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Plans for the reopening of the New York Training School for Deaconesses are going forward 
steadily 

What progress is being made? As Head Deaconess I am now in residence at Saint Faith's 
and have the valued assistance of Anne Willis Newman from the Diocese of Southwestern Virginia. 

The House itself is gradually being prepared for occupancy. The Board of Trustees of the 
School authorized the repainting of the library, foyer and the basement kitchen and that refresh-
ening has been completed with gratifying results. 

Students' rooms on the second floor, are being cleaned. (Do you know how twenty-odd-
months-old dust smells and tastes and feels when disturbed?) 

The financial support resulting from the widely-spent appeals is heartening. There is now 
a total of $1600 in the Fifth Avenue Bank, none of which has yet been used. The bills incurred 
in the printing and mimeographing of all Reopening material to date was underwritten by a gift 
given for the purpose of meeting the initial publicity expenses. In this connection there are 
several points which I would like to call to your attention: 

Pledges: Some of you have pledged $50 or $60 for this year. If you have not already 
begun payments on the pledge, will you please let me know whether you plan to make your pay-
ments monthly, quarterly or semi-annually or - - - - ?, and at what date I can count on your 
first payment? 

Publicity: the form letters of appeal: 
Now that all the Bishops have been notified by letter regarding the Reopening plans, and 

the other Clergy have received notices suggesting the sending of "recruits" to the Training School, 
would it not be timely to send out more of the form letters of appeal as well as to keep in touch 
with those persons to whom you have already sent out appeals? To the latter might be sent the 
enclosed postals or notes containing any items you may have at hand concerning the progress of 
our Reopening effort. The printed postals can also be sent to lay persons who are prominently 
active in parochial affairs. More cards can be secured from the Chairman or from Deaconess 
Stewart, Leamy Home, Roumfort Road, Philadelphia 19, Pa. Keeping the Church in constant 
touch with our effort will be more ffuitful of results than an avalanche of announcements fol-
lowed by silence. 

Ways and Means: No doubt many of you are making contacts with various groups as Dea-
coness Crow is doing in Texas. As ihe result of her publicity three Branches of the Woman's 
Auxiliary, as well as the Daughters of the King, have sent checks to swell the Reopening Fund. 



Another Deaconess is securing gifts from the friends of an interned Deaconess to make up 
what the absent Deaconess is unable to contribute. She calls it a "Thank Offering for the Life 
and Work of Deaconess Massey." 

Perhaps others of you are making similar efforts to secure contributions as Thank Offerings 
or Memorials given by friends of their beloved Deaconesses? Very good.looking printed posters 
in black and white are available, advertising the "New York Training School for Deaconesses 
and Other Church Workers." Write to the Chairman. 

In the matter of publicity I want to take this opportunity to extend my hearty "Thank you." 
(1) to those of you who have been instrumental in securing space in Diocesan papers for the 
announcement of the Reopening plans; (2) to you who will distribute the leaflets at various 
Conferences; (3) to you who helped address envelopes and the thousands of postals to the clergy. 
Your ready offers of assistance were greatly appreciated and, as you know, promptly used! 
Thank you! 

We all recognize the impossibility of meeting for Corporate worship and directed meditation. 
Your Chairman therefore, in diffidence but moved by deep earnestness, suggests as the subject 
of private meditations,—"I am the true Vine . . " St. John 15:1-8. 

Can we not think of our Order as one of the branches of His Vine? Is it not required of us 
that we contribute consecration and life-stirring effort toward the continued healthy growth of 
our branch? 

Let there be rededication. 
Let this rededication express itself in an outpouring of effort. Individual talents and abilities 

will dictate the lines of activity. 
There are two important lines of action in which we can all take part. We can all pray; 

pray that God will bless our efforts to reopen the Training School; pray that the Holy Spirit will 
give clearer vision and deeper understanding, especially to those in whose hands has been placed 
tho actual operation of the School; pray that suitable women may come forward to be trained 
for consecrated service. 

We can all talk about the planned Reopening; discuss vocation and finding one's vocation 
in the deaconess life; stir up in the hearts and minds of suitable women the desire to serve the 
Church as trained workers; create such nation-wide interest that ample financial support will be 
forthcoming and our effort be shared by many. 

A retired Deaconess closed one of her letters to me with the following: ". . . with every 
good wish for rich blessings on our adventure. . ." Do you note that "our"? "our adventure!" 
Let us venture forth! 

"And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 'Give me a light that I may tread 
safely into the unknown.' And he replied: 'Go out into the darkness and put thine hand into 
the Hand of God. That shall be to thee better than light and safer than a known way.'" 

Ruth Johnson. 

St. Faith's Deaconess Training School 

Excerpts of data collected by the Warden, The Rev. Chas. N. Shepard, D. D. 
The School was designed primarily to prepare candidates for the Deaconess Order, though 

it has from the first accepted other students, and its course of study has always been framed in 
accordance with the Canon "Of Deaconesses". 

History of the School—(lst Period-1890-1919.) Founded by Rev. Dr. Wm. R. Huntington, 
and under his direction for the first 19 years. The dominant personality during the rest of the 
period was Deaconess Susan T. Knapp, Dean of the School from 19034917. The Wardens who 
succeeded Dr. Huntington were the Rev. Drs. Milo H. Gates, 1909-1914; Wm M. Grovenor, 
1914-1916; Wm. E. Gardner, 1917.1920. 

During this period of 284 women admitted to the school, 169 graduated, of whom 95, or 56% 
became deaconesses. It is not to be supposed that all or most of the non.graduates failed to 
undertake service in the Church. Six became Deaconesses. 

(2nd Period in the history of the School, 1914-1942.) Deaconesses Romola Dahlgren and 
Jane B. Gillespy were in charge, 1919.1939 and Deaconess Eleanor P. Smith from 1939.1942. 

The Wardens were: The Rev. F. B. Blodgett, 1920-21; The Rev. R. B. Pomeroy, 1920-24; 
The Rev. S. Brown-Sermon, 1924.32; The Rev. C. N. Shepard, D. D., 1933 (still aoting). 

During this period 30 women entered the Deaconess Order from the School. 

THE RETIRING FUND FOR DEACONESSES, INC. 

A copy of the new edition of the By-Laws of the R. F. D. has recently been sent to every 
Deaconess. St. Faith's Pension and Benefit Fund is included in the book, and a page from the 
Treasurer's pen in regard to bequests. The value of the combined funds is over $100,000, now 
serving ten lieneficimies. The late Dss. Mercedes Gore was a beneficiary for many years. 

M. C. West, Deaconess Secretary. 



TREASURER'S REPORT, NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

MARCH 1944 
RECEIPTS: 

Balance on hand 	  $ 76.94 
Special offering of General Fund 	(September 1943) 	 159.95 
For publication of "The Deaconess" 	  12.00 
Dues 	  21.50 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 	 	$270.39 

DISBURSEMENTS: 
Stationery 	  $ 	3.00 
Mailing "The Deaconess" 	  5.22 
Printing "The Deaconess" 	  45.00 
Deaconess Johnson 	(postage) 	 4.61 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 	 57.83 

Balance on hand—March 31, 1944 	  	$212.56 
Note: 	Dues are now payable to the Treasurer. 

Deaconess Edith A. Booth. 
R. F. D. 1, St. Paul, Virginia. 

THE DEACONESS 
Deaconesses at Work: 

The Chicago Deaconesses had a Quiet Day on Monday of Holy Week in the Chapel of the 
Church of the Epiphany We regret that Deaconess Bradley has had to be in the Hospital for 
observation for her heart. Regular Chapter Meetings are not held as Deaconess Eleanor Smith 
and Deaconess Taylor are on the north side and transportation is difficult. "We are all so busy 
that all we can do is to keep plugging away at our own jobs" The student in training, Miss 
Gertrude Brisbane, lives at the Deaconess House and attends lectures at the Theological Seminary 
daily. 

Deaconesses in Upper Red Hook, New York. 

We are plannins,  to have a Conference of the Deaconesses of this province at St. Clare's 
House in the near ruture. The number of associates is growing. their generous support being 
invaluable to the work. The Chapel has a W. A. which has sent a fine missionary box, the Ladies' 
Guild and the Sunday School, part of which is conducted by correspondence. An Epiphany 
Pageant was presented, and under Dss. Byllesby's direction preparation is being made for one 
at Easter. 

Deaconesses in the Diocese of Southwestern Virginia. 

The deaconesses who work in this diocese met and organized a Chapter of the Deaconess 
Order while we were attending the annual meeting of the Diocesan W. A. in Lynchburg last 
autumn. There were six. Deaconesses Maria Williams. Bertha Radford, Edith Booth, Binns. 
Brereton, and Newman. We expect to get together twice a year, when attending the annual 
Council in the spring and the Auxiliary meeting in the fall. 

Deaconesses Booth and Brereton are living in the Mission cottage at Honey Branch. Dss. 
Breieton has charge of the mission work there and at Dante, while Dss. Booth has the diocesan 
handicraft work. Dss. Binns is in Nora, and Dss. Newman on the mountain thirteen miles distant 
at Grace House. 

Since the meeting in Lynchburg
' 
 Deaconess Margaret Booz has come to work at St. Peters-

in-the-Mountains, Callaway, Va., making another deaconess for the Chapter and for the work 
in this diocese. 

S. Peter's-on-the-Mountains, Callaway, Va. 

Dss. Margaret Booz arrived at her new field on Ash Wednesday, and is trying to get used 
to the weather. One day daffodils and violets can be picked in warm sunshine, then comes a 
snow storm and ice, on account of which a worker's conference had to be postponed. 

There is a ten room dwelling house and a two-story school of grey stone, once a private 
school for mountain children, now closed, the children going by bus to the school five miles 
distant, and a large church of stone, all on 68 acres of land on top of a mountain with sunshine 
and a view. The hard working priest, the Rev. G. Wm. Beale, has charge of Callaway, Ferrum 
and Rocky Mount. Holy Communion is at present administered at Callaway at 3 P. M. every 
other month. The emphasis has formerly been on secular education and social service, now the 
Bishop wishes to emphasize the evangelistic side, religious education, preparaiion for Holy Bap-
tism and Confirmation. 



The Deaconess received her call to this mountain work through "281" and is supported by 
U. T. 0. as she was in Nevada. California's loss is Virginia's gain. but service men now scattered 
throughout the world will carry with them the inspiration of her presence and comradeship 
which they found at St. James Chapel and Hospitality House, Monterey. 

As she drives her "used Ford" over the mountain roads of Virginia many a home will be 
gladdened by her visits, and those who come to the house on the mountain top, its rooms refreshed 
by paint newly applied by her hands will feel at home with the kerosene lamps and the wood 
burning range. Burning wood does smell so fragrant, but it's hard on the pots and pans, and 
apt to raise the price of Dutch Cleanser! 

While on furlough in Florida the Deaconess had the opportunity of speaking at the 11 o'clock 
service at Lake Worth on The Order of Deaconess when there were present a bishop and several 
retired clergymen. A young woman of seventeen there is interested in the Order. 

Los Angeles—A Quiet Morning. 

On March 1st the Rt. Rev. W. Bertram Stevens, D.D., conducted a Quiet Morning in Si. 
Mary's Deaconess Chapel, beginning with Holy Communion at 7.30 A. M. Present were five 
deaconesses and three Sisters H. N. The meditations based on 1 Timothy 6 were: 1. Be a good 
teacher—put God first, self last. 2. Without teachers the Gospel of the Kingdom will not be 
known, each of us must teach, not only by word but by example. 3. We must always be learning, 
growing, have flexibility of mind. II. Be sympathetic. A good teacher must make prayer a 
reality. God of ten answers prayer by bringing out our own possibilities—be co-workers with 
Him—be concerned about people. III. Be anticipators, expectors of the Grace of God: Having 
received His Grace, use it. God gives us power to carry through when He gives us responsibility. 

At the close of the morning of retreat the Chapter met to pay dues and to vote $25.00, 
which has been sent to Head Deaconess Ruth Johnson for St. Faith's Deaconess Training School. 

PERSONALS 

From Philadelphia, Deaconess Gertrude Stewart writes that she is very happy living at Leamy 
Home, Rouinfort Road, Mt. Airy, Phila. 19, and is busy all the time. At the Episcopal Hospital 
she works as a nurse's aide two days each week; often is asked to speak on China, and to attend 
fine meetings of the W. A. 

"The grounds of Leamy Home are spacious and well wooded in part, so I am looking forward 
to the beautiful spring weather when the trees will begin to have flowers and leaves, and the 
garden to become colorful." 

Deaconess Anne W. Lovell writes that she is busy every minute with Red Cross work, 
besides being assistant treasurer of All Saint's Church, Worcester, Mass. 

Deaconess Emily M. Elwyn writes, in sending material for the Prayer Leaflet, "I feel very 
strongly that as so many have offered for service in the Army and Navy, and Red Cross for War 
purposes, that an effort should be made to enlist some of these women in Church Work. They 
are needed, and if it is brought to their attention some may follow it up by seeking instruction on 
these lines through the Church Training Schools. We all know the world would not be in the 
condition it is, if there had been deeper devotion to God, and more effort to spread the Gospel." 

From St. Clare's House—"Deaconess Byllesby has been here for the winter; it is a great 
pleasure to have her, as well as the greatest help." 

Deaconess Harriet C. Hyde writes that she has been reading with interest "Anglican Evan. 
gelicalism," edited by Dr. Zabriskie, and "The Book of English Collects" by Dr. Suter. 

We regret that Deaconess Julia Clark being so much in demand for deputation speaking, 
and under Doctor's orders to do only a limited amount, has not been able to send us the promised 
"something about her work," but we shall look forward to having it for the November issue. 
Many of us, no doubt, read the "Front Page" article in the Living Church about some of her 
experiences. 

ODDMENTS 

St. Faith's House needs a mimeographing machine. Do you know of a stray one waiting to 
be Used for Training School purposes? 

The Woman's Auxiliary of Vernmni has promised help m ward Si. Faith's support as its 
special gift for this coming year. Many thanks to all concerned. 



A CORRECTION 
From the Rt. Rev. Thomas C. Darst, Bishop of East Carolina, to the Editor, dated Dec. 

27th, 1943: "Someone kindly sent me a copy of the November issue of "The Deaconess" a few 
days ago, and I am writing at once to say that while I would be proud to claim the authorship 
of the beautiful little poem "Prayer," printed on the last page of "The Deaconess," I regret to say 
it was not written by me. 

I have used the little poem in sermons from time to time, but have always been careful to 
state that it was the product of an anonymous writer whose name I had never been able to learn. 
If the poem has appeared in any of my printed sermons or addresses it should have been with 
quotations marks. 

Kindly state in your next issue of "The Deaconess" that I cannot claim the credit of author-
ship as much as I would like to do so. With cordial good wishes for the New Year, I am 

Yours faithfully, 
Thomas C. Darst, 
Bishop of East Carolina. 

IN MEMORIAM 

Deaconess Sophie R. Miller died on October 26th, 1943, in her own home in Los Angeles. 
The burial service was held in St. Columba's Chapel, St. Paul's Cathedral, by the Rt. Rev. W. 
Bertram Stevens, D. D., Bishop of Los Angeles. The Committal Service in Rosedale Cemetery 
was also taken by the Bishop. 

The Rt. Rev. Joseph H. Johnson ordered Sophie Miller Deaconess May 28th, 1905, in St. 
Paul's Pro-Cathedral, Los Angeles. Her work as Diocesan Deaconess was among the Indians in 
San Diego County on the La Jolla Reservation where the Diocese had a Mission House at Valley 
Center. Among her activities she taught the Indians lace making, working especially with the 
W. A. and the G. F. S. 

Deaconess Victoria Lillian Ives, formerly of Trinity Church, New Haven, Conn., died in Sher-
brook Hospital, Quebec, Canada, Dec. 8, 1943, after a long illness, at the age of 79. She went 
to Trinity Church as a nurse in 1895, and was ordered Deaconess in 1899. Her ministry of 33 
years was spent at Trinity Church where her work with children, mothers and young married 
couples won the respect and affection of the entire parish. In 1932 she retired to Vermont, 
but after nine years returned to her native Quebec. 

Bishop Gilman writes as follows: 
"Deaconess Han, the only Chinese deaconess in the District of Hankow, died of tuberculosis 

on Dec. 29th, 1943. For years, and especially during the war, she was Deaconess Stewart's other 
self. After Deaconess Stewart left, Miss Tomlin counted on Deaconess Han for everything. She 
had to handle all the difficulties and take the blame. Fortunately after having had a long siege 
of T. B. when she was younger, she seemed to have entirely recovered. However, after the 
Chinese were forced to leave St. Lois' School, she became ill again. It seems too bad that we could 
not have been near her and cared for her at the end." One can feel sure she will hear the 
Master's "Well done, good and faithful servant; Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." 

Deaconess Mercedes Gore was found dead in her little log house near Cuba, Missouri, on 
Jan. 13th, 1944. The Rev. 0. V. Jackson, Rector of Christ Church, Rolla, Mo., immediately got 
in touch with her sister in El Paso, Texas, and carried out her wishes. 

Funeral services were conducted on Jan. 17th in St. John's Church, Lafayette, Ind., by the 
Rector, the Rev. R. F. Thornton, the burial being beside the grave of her father. 

Deaconess Gore was canonically attached to the Diocese of Springfield. The letter from her 
Rector says, "Deaconess Gore was a devout person, and was always proud of her profession as 
a Deaconess. The last few months she was in very poor health, However, she had just returned 
from a trip to St. Louis when her body was found." 

May they rest in peace, and may light perpetual shine upon them. 



THE DEACONESS 

THE PRAYER SHEET 
Prayer is being with God.—Bede Frost. 
Thanksgiving: 
For the privilege of serving in All Saints' Chapel and St. Clare's House, Upper Red Hook, 

New York. 
For the life and work of Harry H. Pike, a faithful friend of Deaconesses. May he rest in 

peace and may light perpetual shine upon him. 
Mary Potter, Deaconess, gives continual thanks to God for the lovely home with friends He 

has given her, and for the love and prayers of many deaconess friends during a long illness, 
- 	now happily ended. 

That missionaries obliged to return to Canada from Japan are able to continue their work 
with interned Japanese and to live among them at Tashme, B. C. 

That St. Faith's Deaconess Training School is to re-open in October, and for the courage 
and faith which is making this possible. 

That Mary Ward, Deaconess, is slowly making progress toward recovery in Tuscon, Arizona. 
For the loyal friend who is makin.

b 
 continued and renewed efforts to bring about recovery 

of a deaconess from arthritis and for doctors who co-operate so generously. 
For the opportunity during Lent to gain fresh insight into the problem of pain through 

a deepening experience of our Heavenly Father's yearning love, and for the glorious message of 
Easter in this sorrowing world. 

For the life and work of Deaconess Henrietta Rue Goodwin. 
M. S. J. and R. T. 

For a happy visit with relatives and the opportunity of seeing the younger members of a 
niece's family, born during my sojourn in the West. 	 M. B. 

For strength still to do a little visiting and to attend services. 	 E. M. E. 
For congenial work, strength to do it, friends, opportunities for service. 	F. S. 
That circumstances are making it possible for a deaconess to continue work in a rural 

field. L. R. 
For the gifts of Church Organizations and individuals which have helped us in our rural work. 

E. R. T. 
That a consecrated man has accepted a call to become rector of the home parish of a 

deaconess. 
For the restoration to health of a deconess's sister. 
That a deaconess and her sister have been able to establish a home together. E. H. C. 

Let us Pray: 
For God's loving protection and the realization of His Presence to our loved ones in the 

Service; and to our Chaplains, the guidance of the Holy Spirit in every moment of their lives. 
For the victory of Right, that peace may come speedily to a repentant and chastened world. 
That among women now in the Service of their Country many may eventually find their 

vocation in the Ministry of the Church. 
For St. Peter's-in-the-Mountains that many young people may offer 'themselves for Holy Bap-

tism and Confirmation during the coming summer. 
For a retired priest from Nevada, who has been very ill, that his operation may bring recovery 

of health. For Agnes Bradley, Dss. complete healing. 
That God will guide a priest to renew his ordination vows. 
That many may volunteer for the Church's work. 
That Celia may regain her health and be able to test her vocation to the Diaconate as 

she plans. 
For Genie and her Work Camp this summer in Maine. L. R. 
That a position may be found for a deaconess who must work in a definite locality. E. H. C. 
That a young mother who is facing a serious emotional problem, not knowing which way to 

turn, may be given strength to hold to a truly Christian course of behavior and remain loyal to 
her family. F. S. 

For a young Churchman in the Merchant Marines, who has looked forward for many years 
to entering the priesthood. 

For the, Parishes and Missions in the Diocese of Maine, where there is at present no priest 
or minister in charge, that the right men may be found and funds contributed. E. R. T. 

For wisdom and understanding for those who have the reopening of St. Faith's, in 'heir 
charge; especially for Ruth Johnson, as she assumes the work of IIcad Deaconess. 
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THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF 
THE RETIRING FUND FOR DEACONESSES 

SEPTEMBER 29, 1944 
The Sixteenth Annual Meeting of this Corporation was held at St. Faith's, last September 

(24th) with eleven Deaconesses present. Deaconesses Margaret Bechtol, Ruth Johnson, and Mary 
C. West were elected to serve in Class III until 1946. Deaconess Hilda Dieterly was elected by 
the Directors to fill out the unexpired term of Deaconess Goodwin. The officers remained the 
same, Deaconess Stewart, President; Deaconess Ruth Johnson, Vice-President; Deaconess West, 
Secretary. The Treasurer reported the Retiring Fund together with the St. Faith's Pension and 
Benefit Fund to be worth over $100,000, with both the apartment house and the securities being 
in good order. There were no ordinations during the year but seven memhers of the Corporation 
entered Paradise: 

SOPHIE MILLER 	 Oct. 26, 1943, Los Angeles 
VICTORIA IVES 	 Dec. 8, 1943, Quebec 
H. T. HAN 	 Dec. 29, 1943, China 
MERCEDES GORE 	 Jan. 13, 1944, Cuba, Mo. 
ANNA M. H. GIBSON 	Sept. 1, 1944, Richmond, Va. 
MARY SHEPARD 	 Sept. 25, 1944, Salt Lake City 
SARAH BARKER 	 Sept. 28, 1944, Bridgeport, Conn. 

This is the Seventeenth Annual Meeting of The Retiring Fund and since it began to function 
in 1934, it would seem to be both interesting and profitable to review the last ten years. 

REVIEW 
In 1934 the General Convention met at Atlantic City and it was at that time that Deaconess 

Edith C. Smith announced in her Treasurer's report that the sum of fifty thousand dollars bad at 
last been attained; which meant that grants could then be made to beneficiaries. This had been 
accomplished in seven years and Deaconess Smith had been Treasurer during all of that time 
except the three months in 1934 when Mr. Charles Thompson was the Treasurer. He had made 
the plan to announce that the fu-st goal had been reached, but his sudden death threw the 
Treasuryship back to Deaconess Smith again. 

The first Beneficiary was META GRIMSHAW who lived less than one year. Other Ben& 
ficiaries who have died are 

MABEL McKINLEY ELLEN S. HUMPHREYS ANNA MAYNARD BARBOUR 
MERCEDES GORE 

There are today nine Beneficiaries who draw a monthly grant. One other was carried for a few 
years until her securities matured. Making a total of fifteen who have been served by the Fund. 

There have been three PRESIDENTS of the Board of Directors: Deaconesses ROMOLA 
DAHLGREN (1924-1937), EDITH ADAMS (1938-1941), GERTRUDE STEWAR1 (1942-. 



Other Directors have been Deaconess FRANCES AFFLECK, MARGARET BATEMAN, 
MARGARET BECHTOL, JEAN COLESBERRY, HILA DIETERLY, HENRIETTA R. GOOD-
WIN, AGNES HODGKISS, ELLEN HUMPHREYS, RUTH JOHNSON, FRANCES SEMLE, 
CLARA SEARLE, EDITH C. SMITH, ELEANOR P. SMITH, MARY C. WEST. Five of these 
Directors have died, four of them having been in office in 1934. 

In 1934 the total number of Deaconesses in the Corporation was 215. In ten years 54 have 
died; 2 resigned; 4 married; 1 transferred to Canada; 1 entered a Sisterhood. There have been 
23 Ordinations, leaving a total today of 177 (according to the Living Church Annual). 

Deaconess ELIZABETH CHAPPELL as Field Secretary (1934-1937) and Mrs. Goodrich 
Fenner as Chairman of the Lay Woman's Committee both did much in raising both large and 
small amounts and in interesting a great many people in our cause. No direct appeals for 
funds have been made by the Directors but letters to all the New York lawyers were sent last 
winter asking them to recommend our Fund to their clients who wanted advice in making wills. 

Besides several leaflets about the Fund there have been four publications during the ten 
years: A Gallant Life (Virginia Young) ; Martha's Vocation (H. Alice Nutter) ; Set Apart (Mrs. 
Perry); The History of The Retiring Fund. Occasional articles and advertisements have appeared 
in the Church papers and now there is an ad in FORTH, which will run for a year. The 
Deaconesses themselves and their friends have been the best advertisement. 

The By.Laws have been amended twice: in 1927 to add the disability clause; and in 1943 
to include St. Faith's Pension and Benefit Fund. 
' There have been but two Treasurers during the ten years, Deaconess Edith C. Smith being 
succeeded by Edmund Ruffin Beckwith, Esq. That we have any Fund at all today is due entirely 
to the present Treasurer. He insisted when he took office that we employ a firm of Financial 
Advisers and E. W. Axe & Co. have kept us from being snuffed out by the chaotic financial world. 
Without such expert advice I doubt if any group of seven Directors could have carried on. Mort-
gages have been cleared up; securities of higher income value have replaced those of lower 
incomee; and the Fund kept in a perfectly sound condition. 

It was this safe and sound fund that induced the Surrogate to grant the trusteeship of the 
Knapp estate to us. The Treasurer's interest and many hours of work gained for us St. Faith's 
Pension and Benefit Fund which was almost as large as The Retiring Fund itself and put the 
entire value at over $100,000. This doubling of our Fund is the outstanding fact of the ten 
years past. 

There is little time to mention contributions. But various sums have been given in memory 
of Deaconess Josephine Lyon; Edith C. Smith; Fannie Beeson; and Eva Crump's entire estate of 
$4,000 came to us. There are annual contributors: The Diocese of Chicago; Diocese of Dallas; 
Diocese of Kansas; Calvary Church, Pittsburgh; St. John's, Georgetown; an organization in 
Nevada. Mr. E. W. Axe, the President of our Financial Adviser firm gives $100 per year. 

We should mention the growth of the Pence Box Offering, started to give those who cannot 
contribute large sums a chance to make an offering once a year. In 1940, it amounted to $19.84; 
in 1941, $145.51; in 1942, $175.45; in 1943, $295.90, (General Convention year). 

From $50,000 in 1934, The Retiring Fund for Deaconesses has had a steady, normal, and 
healthy growth to 1944; it has served -every one who applied to it for assistance; it has come into 
its own as evidenced by the recent bequest of $10,000 from MYRA CARTER CHURCH, a person 
unknown to us. 

When the Commission on Deaconesses appealed to General Convention for Pensions for 
Deaconesses, the request was refused; but the Convention recommended The Retiring Fund for 
Deaconesses to the entire Church as a substitute. 

We who have been deeply concerned with the progress and inner workings of The Retiring 
Fund for Deaconesses through its whole eighteen years of life, can thank God for the privilege 
which has been ours in building up a strong and stable incorporated Fund which bids fair to be 
a blessing to future generations of Deaconesses. God grant it may be so. 

MARY C. WEST, Secretary. 
REPORT OF CONFERENCE 

At 2 P. M. the Deaconesses who had attended the annual meeting of the Corporation of the 
Retiring Fund for Deaconesses met in the Library for a Conference, led by Deaconess Ruth 
Johnson, Chairman of National Conference. 

The Treasurer of National Conference sent a report, which is appended. 
As the result of formal action two telegrams were sent: One to Deaconess Gillespey in reply 

to her letter to the Conferenc telling of Deaconess Dahlgren's critical illness; and one to Bishop 
Randall on the occasion of the Fifth Anniversary of his consecration. 

At the suggestion of Deaconess Mary Patterson a Committee, consisting of Deaconess Searle, 
Chairman, Deaconess Betz and Deaconess Ramsay was appointed to investigate the possibility of 
publishing the Chart of the Church Seasons, originated by Deaconess Patterson the proceeds 
of such a sale to benefit the New York Training School for Deaconesses and other 

Patterson, 
 Workers. 

A motion by Deaconess Betz was carried, that a committee be appointed to promote and to 
publicize the Deaconess Order. (Deaconess Fuller's "Deaconesses" and "Deaconess Canon 50" 
can be obtained from Deaconess Johnson, St. Faith's House, 419 West 110th Street, New York 
25, N. Y.) 

A report was made by Deaconess Clara Searle of Utica on the Provincial Meeting held in 
June at St. Clare's House, Upper Red Hook, N. Y. The matter of publicizing the Order was dis- 



cussed, and a plan evolved by which Deaconess Amy Thompson will try to furnish packets of 
publicity material on request. 

Deaconess Anna Newman, Provincial (III) Representative, sent a report announcing the 
forming of a new Chapter in the Diocese of Southwestern Virginia. A hearty welcome! 

A card sent out by Deaconess Newbold to all the clergy in the Diocese of Pennsylvania 
announces that at Bishop Hart's suggestion, she desires "to present to the women of the Diocese 
now serving with the armed forces . . . the opportunity which the Church offers for worth-
while service to others at the close of hostilities." Deaconess Newbold requested the clergy to 
send her the names and addresses of women in the Service in order that she might make per-
sonal contacts. If Deaconesses in other Dioceses would compile such lists and send them to 
St. Faith's House, they would be gratefully received for use in later publicity. 

Deaconesses Gadsden, 142 Church Street, Charleston, S. S.
' 
 requested information concerning 

"Deaconesses Louise," who founded the House of the Holy Comforter in The Bronx, New York, 
in 1879. 

Have you any information to offer? 
An offer to investigate this and similar situations would be gratefully accepted. Such research 

might yield valuable contributions to the history of the Order. 

SUGGESTIONS: 
—that a project similar to the one carried on in the Diocese of Pennsylvania, in regard to 

names and addresses of women in the Service, be attempted elsewhere. 
—that Deaconess Candidates be looked for among the Alumnae of our Training Schools. 
—that clergy be asked to call the attention of their congregations, at least once a year, 

to vocation for Church women in Church work. 
—that the Woman's Auxiliary be asked to publish a pamphlet of information, and that one 

be included in the Youth Movement literature. 
—that our ultimate aim should be to increase the Endowment Fund of the New York Train-

ing School. To this end, it was suggested that a professionally trained person be em-
ployed on a commission basis. 

As Head of the New York Training School for Deaconesses and other Church Workers, 
Deaconess Johnson reported on "the state of the nation" in regard to the fund for the reopening 
of the School. To reach the $6,000 goal for this first year we need to raise $1,600. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
September 29, 1944 

GENERAL FUND 	 re reopening of School 	 4.61 
Receipts 

Balance on hand Sept. 1943.... $76.94 	 Total Disbursements  	143.31 
Contributions to General Fund.. 159.95 	BALANCE ON HAND, Sept. 29, 1944....$133.58 
Dues 	  28.00 	 EMERGENCY FUND REPORT 
For Publication of "The Dea- 	 Receipts 

coness" 	  12.00 	 Balance on hand, Sept. 1943 	$ 92.75 
Disbursements 

Total Receipts  	$276.89 	Gifts to a Sick Deaconess 
Disbursements 	 Nov. 26, 1943 	 $ 25.00 

Stationery 	 $ 3.00 	 Feb. 4, 1944 	  25.00 
For printing and mailing 2 

issues of "The Deaconess' 	 94.70 	 Total Disbursements  	50.00 
For Printing "Deaconess Canon" 

and Dss. Fuller's pamphlet 	 Balance on hand Sept. 29, 1944 	$ 42.75 
on Deaconesses 	  41.00 	 (Signed) Edith A. Booth, 

Chairman's expense for postage 	 Treasurer. 

RE-OPENING OF ST. FAITH'S 
The planned-for Reopening of the New York Training School for Deaconesses and Other 

Church Workers has been effected, and St. Faith's House is humming with activity. Many are 
the problems that confront us, and many have been the difficulties that have arisen, but the School 
is open, and that was our aim! 

There are five students: Avalon Malouf, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Merita Cooney, Worcester, Mass.; 
Dorothy Lovejoy (widow), Pittsfield, Mass.; Rebecca Low, Summerville, S. C.; Jane Gordon, 
Boonton, N. J. Miss Gordon is non-resident. Their ages range from twenty-two years to f orty-
seven years. With the exception of Miss Gordon the students have done little studying in recent 
years, and as a restalt there has been uphill work catching on to the trick of studying. They 
are a joy to work with, for they are so frankly eager to learn "all about it." 

In July Deaconess Anne Newman, who had come to assist me, decided to return to her rural 
mission work in Southwestern Virginia. In September Deaconess Clara Searle of Utica spent 
three weeks of her vacation, helping me get the House ready for the Reopening. Without her 
volunteered aid I do not think we would have been ready to receive the Deaoonesses in Retreat 
and Conference at Michaelmas. When Deaconess Searle returned to Utica Deaconess Affieck came 
to stay for two months. No sooner had Deaconess Affieck come than the 000k left (not cause and 
effect!) whereupon Deaconess took over the cooking while I desperately searched for a willing 
dispenser of food. For almost four weeks Deaconess Affieck was "cook." Then, earning our 



heartfelt gratitude, Mrs. Harry Hibbard came to the rescue. Now our kitchen is ably manned, 
and Deaconess Affieck freed for other House needs. By the time this is read Deaconess Affieck 
will have returned to Texas, and Deaconess Searle will have come again to Saint Faith's, this 
time on six-months' leave of absence from the House of the Good Shepherd in Utica. This has 
been made possible by Deaconess Dieterly's willingness to take charge of the work in Deaconess 
Searle's absence. The word "unfeignedly thankful" come to mind as expressing my feelings at 
this point. 

It has been most heartening to have the continued support and the cheering letters from 
Deaconesses and Alumnae and their friends. And there can be no doubt that prayers have been 
raised in our behalf for otherwise we could not have reached this point. All of which makes 
me conscious of the keen and widespread interest in our project and the responsibility we share 
in this common adventure. Please know that I do regret my inability to keep up with my cor-
respondence. However as the winter sets in and we settle down on an even keel I look forward 
to writing from time to time about the progress of the School. 

I wish it were possible to list here all the gifts that have been accepted for the School—
gifts of money and gifts of work. Deaconesses have given of their time. So have their Mends. 
Deaconess Crow's publicity in Texas is unceasing and successful. Deaconess Massey's Fund 
amounts to $114.00. There are Memorial Funds: Deaconess Josephine A. Lyon Deaconess Julia 
P. M. Morand, Deaconess Susan T. Knapp. A fund in memory of Deaconess Dahlgren was started 
with two checks so designated, received the week after Deaconess' death. The reopening of St. 
Faith's was close to Deaconess Dahlgren's heart and mind. A "Deaconess Romola Dahlgren 
Fund" to help maintain the Training School at St. Faith's is a fitting memorial to her life and 
work here. 

Ruth Johnson, Head Deaconess. 
RE: PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS TRAINING FOR CHURCH WORK 

Excerpts of letter to the Chairman from Deaconess Olive M. Robinson, Birmingham, Michigan: 
"I am trying to influence young women here to consider training at St. Faith's—but I have 

much more success in selling Deaconesses to the clergy! What are we going to do about the 
situation? Until there is better protection for Church workers, both as to salary and employment 
as well as retirement, young women, the kind we want, just will not consider such an uncertain 
profession—even to try their vocation for it." 

Pertinent and timely is Deaconess Robinson's query, "What are we going to do about the 
situation?" What ARE we going to do about it? I am moved at this time to add that within the 
week I have had requests for Deaconess assistance from four Rectors of large parishes in three 
dioceses. R. J. 

IN MEMORIAM 
Deaconess Anne H. Gibson of the Diocese of Virginia, died September 1st, 1944. in Rich-

mond, Va. After the death of her husband, Henry Gibson, a Richmond attorney, she took training 
at the Church Training and Deaconess House in Philadelphia, from which she was graduated in 
1910. Then she was set apart as deaconess by the late Rt. Rev. Robert A. Gibson. She served 
the church for thirty years. 

Deaconess Sarah K. Barker died in Newtown, Conn., on September 28, 1944, following a long 
illness. She was in her 86th year. The funeral service was held in Trinity Church, Bridgeport, 
Conn., on Sept. 30th, the Rev. Joseph A. Racioppi, officiating. She was a graduate of the New 
York Training School for Deaconesses, and served on the staff of Grace Church, New York, for 
twenty years, becoming Deaconess Emerita in 1916. Her niece sent the following poem, written 
by Deaconess Barker and published in the Churchman in April, 1931. 

WAITING 
Father, the years pass slowly now, 

The days are often drear: 
I miss the dear ones gone before 

To join the heavenly throng: 
My spirit waits thy call with joy, 

Without a doubt or fear. 
I long to clasp their hands again 

And join with them in song. 

I long to see the mansions fair, 
Within thy house above: 

Father, the light of thy great love 
Illuminates the way; 

How beautiful that life will be, 
All light and peace and love. 

Support us through the darksome night 
Until the radiant day. 

Deaconess Mary Shepard, Class of 1911, New York Training School for Deaconesses, died 
in Salt Lake City, Utah, on September 25th, 1944. She was particularly well prepared for 
active service in the Church: a graduate of Wells College, and a trained Librarian, she had 
much to give. After her graduation at St. Faith's in May, 1911, she remained at the School for 
a time, cataloguing Dr. Huntington's library, which had been willed to the school. St. Faith's 
on the Cathedral Close was a new house and this class of 1911 was the first to be graduated 
from it, so the work of settling the books and cataloguing them was of great importance to the 
school—a debt we owe to Mary Shepard. Set apart as Deaconess by Bishop Spalding in Utah 
in 1913, she served in that Diocese faithfully for the remainder of her working years. Many 
of the people for whom she worked in the Missions of the Church came long distances to her 
funeral in the Cathedral. The interment was in her dearly loved birthplace, Dansville, N. Y. 



A faithful worker in the Master's vineyard, a warm-hearted, generous friend. May light 
perpetual shine upon her. Sent by Ella Pier. 
By the will of Deaconess Shepard the Retiring Fund for Deaconesses receives one hundred dollars 
outright and one-third of the residuary estate, which is not large according to the executor. 

Deaconess Ramola Dahlgren, head of the New York Training School for Deaconesses from 
1919 to 1939, died in Newport, R. I., on Octoher 9th, 1944. She was born in Rome, where her 
father was in diplomatic service. After his death, she and her mother lived with her grand-
father, the Rev. Dr. William F. Morgan, rector for over thirty years of St. Thomas Church in New 
York. She was educated privately and was presented at the Court of St. James and at the Italian 
court. She entered the New York Training School for Deaconesses in 1910, after the death of her 
mother; and was set apart as a deaconess in 1914. She served in rural missions in the diocese 
of Rhode Island, until she was appointed head of the school. She has been Vice-president of 
the Executive Committee of the National Conference of Deaconesses; a member of the Commission 
on Deaconesses of the Protestant Episcopal Church; and an honorary Director of the Retiring Fund 
for Deaconesses. 

0 God, whose mercies cannot be numbered; accept our prayers on hehalf of the souls of thy 
servants departed, and grant them an entrance into the land of light and joy, in the fellowship 
of thy saints; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

IN MEMORIAM — DEACONESS DAHLGREN 
On Friday, November 10th, immediately following the Octave of All Saints' so beloved 

by Deaconess Dahlgren, a Memorial Service was held in the Chapel at St. Faith's House in New 
York. Bishop Manning conducted the Service, assisted by Dr. Shepard and Canon Sparks. There 
were thirty-five of us present,—a representative group of Alumnae and friends, as well as our own 
household of five students. 

The Service was short and impressive. Bishop Manning paid glowing tribute to Deaconess 
Dahlgren and the work she accomplished in and for the Church, *St. Faith's" always taking first 
place. After the Service we automatically moved into the Library—in the familiar St. Faith's 
manner—and there visited and reminisced. Our hearts were full of sadness, but there was no air 
of heavy grief. The "gracious dignity" (as one expressed it) of Deaconess herself prevailed, and 
there were flashes of mirth now and then when some amusing anecdote was recalled. 

It was an evening we shall long remember. 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Executive Committee of the National Conference of Deaconesses 
express their deeply felt sorrow in the loss by death of Deaconess Romola Dahlgren. Deaconess 
Dahlgren's personal charm and her unusual gift for friendship and hospitality were grounded 
in her deep spiritual life. A leader among women, her great ability and her devotion to the 
Deaconess Order and its future expressed itself throughout her many years of influence as Head 
of the New York Training School for Deaconesses and as Honorary President of the Retiring 
Fund for Deaconesses. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be spread upon the records 
of the National Conference of Deaconesses of the Church and a copy be sent to Deaconess Jane 
Bliss Gillespy, her close friend and associate. 

(Signed) Ruth Johnson, 
Octoher, 1944 	 Chairman. 

TRIBUTES TO DEACONESS ROMOLA DAHLGREN 
Romola Dahlgren was a delightful classmate, with her sparkling humor, gay laugh, affec-

tionate courtesy, high hreeding, serious interest in her studies, and loyalty to the School. 
One incident stands out as typifying her relation to her Class. Before her Setting Apart, 

she asked the others of the Class to meet her in the Senior Room. When we were together she 
said she wanted us to know hefore it was announced, where she was to serve first as a Deaconess, 
telling us something of the work and where she was to live. She asked for our prayers and 
assured us that she would pray and care for us always. 
Class of 1914. 	 Amy G. Thompson, Deaconess. 

It would be difficult to add one new note of appreciation or even of affection to all that is 
heing thought and said of Romola Dahlgren, Deaconess. It would however be more difficult to 
be silent at this time. For over fifteen years we lived with her at St. Faith', and they were 
years of ever deepening love and admiration. This was natural, the natural response to the beauty 
of character she so constantly evinced. It was her love for us that was unique—her glowing 
love and interest in all. Everyone responded to her enchanting wit and sympathy, and it was 
that quality of maturity, which so constantly gave strength and courage and confidence to all 
with whom she came in contact. She was a woman rare in utter devotion and givingness to 
others, to her Order and to her Lord. 

Anna R. Armstrong, Deaconess. 
Clara H. Simpson, Deaconess. 

I have such lovely memories of Deaconess Dahlgren, her happy smile, her voice, the many 



things she taught us at St. Faith's, especially about the ancient Order of Deaconesses. Thank 
God for such a life with all its gifts devoted to His service through our Order. 

Ruth Parsons, Deaciness. 
Deaconess Residence, Chicago. 

A true and faithful Handmaid of the Lord was our sister in Christ, and may the blessed 
vision of our dear Lord comfort her, the glorious light of His Cross shine upon her, His holy 
Angels bring her into the land of the living and the glorious Queen of Saints present her before 
His Throne. 

Eleanor P. Smith, Deaconess. 

Great in mind, great in spirit, with the endurance of a saint, she gave her all to the Order 
in which she believed. As her last gift, with her beloved friend, Deaconess Gillespy, she spent 
a difficult year just to keep the school open. Those of us whom she trained so diligently and 
lovingly stand awed before all that she was and is, forever. 

Lillian W. Crow, Deaconess. 

As gardener has a special touch that makes plants respond to sunlight, so Deaconess Dahlgren 
had as pecial touch that made souls respond to the Love of our Blessed Lord. To love her meant 
to love Him more dearly and to serve Him more sincerely. She led her students ever onward 
and upward and left them with the sweet assurance that "underneath are the everlasting arms." 
Her life was a benediction to us all. 

Harriet H. English, Deaconess. 

AS a missionary on furlough in 1923, I had the privilege of living at St. Faith's for the Spring 
Term, taking refresher courses with the classes, and being a member of the household. Deaconess 
Dahlgren made me very welcome and often talked over with me problems of the school and of 
mission work. Later in 1927 to 1931, when I was in charge of the Church Training and Deaconess 
House in Philadelphia I appreciated her sympathetic friendship in our parallel work, and on all 
occasions of meeting, I found her deeply interested in the welfare of our school, and always a 
wise, devoted, helpful leader of the Deaconesses of the Church. 

Gertrude Stewart, Deaconess. 

The Deaconesses of Chicago held a Memorial Service for Deaconess Dahlgren on October 
27th at 7 A. M., when all the City Mission Deaconesses and Deaconesses Bradley were present. 
Two deaconesses who live in Wilmette were unable to be present at so early an hour. The service 
was held in the Chapel of th Church of the Epiphany. The Rev. Arthur Johnstone, one of the 
City Mission priests, was the celebrant. 

Many great people have monuments raised to their memory, to keep alive in our minds their 
noble deeds, but no monument of stone need ever be built in memory of the life of our beloved 
Deaconess Dahlgren. She raised her own monument in the lives of the many women trained for 
the Church's service at St. Faith's. The women whose lives she touched have gone to the utter-
most parts of the earth, and now, they in turn are influencing others for good beoause of her 
loving influence. 

Only we who lived with her at St. Faith's can truly know bow strong her influence of love 
was. How weak and ignorant we were when we entered the School, and how much we grew 
during our days with her. Her charm, her love, her sense of humor—such treasures!—but per-
meating all as her own faith and spiritual life which shone forth, strengthening many a student 
when her own faith was weak. 

The Church Militant is stronger today because she lived. May we keep burning the torch 
she passed on to us—and in turn pass it on to those who will follow! 

Deaconess Edith A. Booth 
Honey Branch Mission 	 Deaconess Amelia Brereton 
St. Paul, Virginia 

To write of Deaconess Dahlgren without including Deaconess Gillespy seems impossible 
because their friendship and fine co-operation was, I believe, largely responsible for the beautiful 
atmosphere which pervaded St. Faith's during their twenty years' incumbency. There were the 
yearly Retreats, the stillness, the perfect orderliness, even a pad and sharpened pencil provided 
in each room, Deaconess playing the hymns in the organ loft of St. James Chapel. 'When stairs 
were difficult provision was made for a convalescent deaconess to use the gallery in St. Faith's 
Chapel; when obliged to be in New York under a specialist the gracious offer of hospitality 
with the use of the infirmary diet kitchen; over the years coming to St. Faith's was coming home 
for a brief space. There is the blessed memory of one's last journey east to visit one's family 
'when there was a week end in the "Prophet's Chamber" as guest, the quiet strengthening talk 
with Deaconess Dahlgren before an open fire in St. Faith's library following the dear familiar 
evening service sung in chapel. We offer thanks that in the blessed Communion of Saints we 
are all united in Christ, those of our beloved Deaconess in Paradise and we who still struggle 
in the suffering world. Ethel E. Spencer, Deaconess. 



TRAINING SCHOOLS 
St. Margaret's, Berkeley, California has unusual resources for training young women for work 

in the Orient not only in the Oriental Department of the University of California but on the 
Campus is the Chinese Lauguage School evacuated from Peking. Also at the Pacific School of 
Religion there is a training course for post-war work in China. The National Council offers six 
scholarships to young college women preparing for wdrk in the Orient. 

The Canadian Deaconess and Missionary Training House has just celebrated its jubilee when 
His Grace, Archbishop Owen and the Archbishop of Rupert's Land honored the House with their 
presence. Fifty of the Alumnae came from all parts of Canada. In March five recent graduates 
were ordered deaconesses in St. James Cathedral, this service being preceded by a Quiet Day 
in the House Chapel. 

The House motto is "There they dwell with the King for His work." Three -hundred women 
have been trained here, of which one hundred were ordered deaconesses. Members of the Alumnae 
have served in six foreign countries as well as among Indians and Eskimos in Canada. Some are 
Bishop's Messengers to scattered white settlers in Western Canada besides those who are in 
Parish and Community work. 

His Grace, Archbishop Owen in his foreword to the Jubilee Report concludes with these 
words, "There are many problems to be solved in relation to women's work in the Church. I ask 
the prayers, thought and co-operation of the whole Church in this work so necessary and 
important." 

NEWS ITEMS 
Deaconess Harriet C. Hyde has been in the hospital in Middletown, Conn. since July with 

an infected foot. We hope she will soon be well. 
Deaconess Anne Newman, who has been the missionary at Grace House on the Mountain, 

St. Paul, Va., in Wise County, almost continually since June 1939, is now serving with Deaconess 
Margaret Booz at St. Peter's in the Mountains, Callaway, Franklin County, Va. Succeeding 
Deaconess Newman at Grace House are two sisters, Misses Gertrude and Grace Brisbane. 

Have you the inclination and the time to build a scrap book on "Personalities" using past 
issues of "The Deaconess" as the source? Write to the Chairman. 

Have you any of the early issues of the Prayer Leafllet? There is a record that the first issue 
"be dated April, 1927." In the Prayer Leaflet file the earliest issue is that of November, 1931. 
If you have any of the Prayer Leaflets dated prior to Nov. 1931, are you willing to send them to 
the Chairman? We are trying to make this file complete. 

Last but not least: PLEASE send a postal to the Chairman notifying her of any change of 
address. Thank you! 

THE PRAYER SHEET 
God is love. Everyone that loveth is born of God and knoweth God. 
THANKSGIVINGS. For all those who through sacrifice and pain have come to a knowledge 

of God. 
That St. Faith's Deaconess House has opened with five students. 
That it was possible to have a retreat at St. Faith's this autumn. 
For the life and work of Romola Dahlgren, Deaconess, for her strong and gracious leader-

ship at St. Faith's for twenty years. 
For fifty fruitful years vouchsafed the Canadian Deaconess and Missionary Training School. 
Almighty God, Who art the author and giver of all good gifts, we beseech Thee to send 

Thy blessing upon all Deaconesses and Missionary Training Houses. Pour out Thy Holy Spirit on 
all who have gone forth in Thy Name to be witnesses of Thy love. Ever raise up from Thy 
Church an increasing number of young women of gifts and devotion, who shall consecrate their 
lives to the glorious work of making Thy Name known throughout the world, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (Prayer used by Canadian Deaconess House). 

For the restoration to health of her sister and that they were rescued from the hurricane 
without ill effects. E. H. C. 

For the comfort and refreshment of a week's rest in a beautiful environment. E. E. S. 
God be praised for health and protection. 
That Fr. Baker is able to celebrate the Holy Communion regularly in St. Marys Chapel, 

Los Angeles Deaconess House. L C. 
That Deaconess Agnes Bradley, for whom we prayed, has greatly improved in health, and 

is able to carry on her work as head of Chase House. 
For her home in the Los Angeles Deaconess House. L. C. 
For the life and work of Romola Dahlgren; for all the care and skill used to give her com-

fort and keep her from suffering; for the quiet and peace of her final passing from this life; 
for the joys of long companionship and the sense of its continuance under different conditions; 
for the certainty of Eternal Life. J. B. G. 

For the joy of continuing my work with children and for improving health; for our three 
churches and two Auxiliaries; for our successful garden this last summer and the many cans of 
good food of our own raising. E. R. T. 



INTERCESSIONS 
LET US PRAY— 

For our Sister Deaconesses interned, for Kate Shaw, Charlotte Massey, Mary Dawson in the 
Philippines, for all interned missionaries. 

For all our Deaconesses who are ill and infirm, for Harriet Rearden and Anna C. Norris. 
For all our British Sister Deaconesses, especially those in the War Zones. 
For all our relatives and friends in the Service. 
0 Christ, our only Saviour, so come to dwell in these Thy servants that they may live with 

the Light of Thy hope in their eyes and with Thy faith and love in their hearts. 
For the souls of our departed Sisters in the Order, for Romola Dahlgren, Anna H. Gibson, 

Mary Shepard, Sarah Barker. 
May they rest in peace, and may light perpetually shine upon them. 
For guidance in the care and training of a boy fifteen, who shows complete defiance of 

all authority. E. H. C. 
For all isolated Church people and the unchurched, particularly in the rural areas of Maine. 
For a large family recently baptized, that they may grow in the Christian life. E. R. T. 
For the New York Training School and for all Deaconess Training Schools throughout the 

world. 
For all candidates for the Deaconess Order. 
For Ruth Johnson and all assisting her in the work at St. Faith's. 
For those who have served in China and Japan and who long to return. J. B. G. 
For a great spiritual awakening on this earth and the peace of God for all mankind. E. M. E. 
For the Episcopal Deaconess House, Los Angeles, that a deaconess may be found to take 

charge of the House and be Head Deaconess, and that it may become possible to accommodate 
deaconesses needing nursing care. L C. 

ANNUAL RETREAT 
The Rev. Gerald V. Barry gave three meditations and led very helpful devotions for the 

Deaconesses attending the Annual Conference at St. Faith's on September 28th. 
The subject was Vocation. This centered around our Lord's call of the twelve apostles. 

The greatest call is to be a Christian. A religious call is a part of this greatest call. Our own 
salvation is God's first desire. It is not selfish to put this first—it is necessary. Self-surrender 
is our first vocation, and the second is special. God assigns a particular function to every one. 
Our Lord is our standard. Then he considered the Apostles one by one, analyzing their characters 
and drawing some point from each for our own warning, or encouragement. Some of the 
thoughts were: 

Judas was the only failure. He wanted to force our Lord to declare himself. He was stuh-
horn. We are apt to say, "This is the thing that ought to happen. This is the way it must be 
done." His sins were presumption and independence. Over-assertion is apt to be one of our sins. 
Watch for the symptoms. Peter was also presumptious. He differed from Judas in his peni-
tence. He did not sever himself from the group, and after his confession was given the com-
mission "Feed my sheep." A part of our vocation is penitence, love and commitment to God. 
Our sins are often presumption, boasting pride, satisfaction, and impenitence. 

Matthew met the challenge. The first reply is easy, keeping on is hard. Obedience is the 
mother and source of all virtues. Vocation is desire plus opportunity. We are in danger of trying 
to run things. The willingness to mortify ourselves and desires is the first step in becoming 
the right kind of a servant. A hunger and thirst after God must be insistent. 

Thomas had a fine type of faith. He could not honestly believe because he had not seen, 
but he stayed with the others. When we are doubtful we separate ourselves from the fellow-
ship of the group. Experience can prove the truth. By action and word we are called to witness. 
Unwitnessing Christians are dead ones. 

Andrew was ready for his call. He was enthusiastic, humble and always seemed to know 
what to do. James and John were over zealous, they wanted to call down fire. We must watch 
our good qualities and not let them get out of hand. Both were purged, both drank the cup 
of suffering. 

The Church's mission is to teach. We teach a life, not a philosophy. Our job is to teach 
people to see Jesus. We must not limit our responsibiliies. We are to bring people to our 
Lord. We must know them and love them. Get a big vision of a Christian world. Growing 
holy is our chief job. A rule of life is necessary. 
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WORD FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
Greetings! 
Our adventure is now one year old. That "our" has been more heartening than you can 

know as this first year has moved on toward its close. 
Thank you for your prayers and for your encouraging letters. Thank you too for your 

patience in waiting to hear how the year has gone. It has gone well. At the moment the four 
students are engaged in their ten-week summer work; there is a comfortable balance in the 
bank; and we.are well along in plans for next year! 

I have just completed a report of the work of this first year and am now summarizing it for 
you. This will be sent out to you very soon. 

And next year? We are looking forward to having with us a Candidate from the Diocese 
of Newark, Mrs. Celia Brown, and, as a "Special," a Candidate of the Missionary District of 
Shanghai who has already passed her Canonicals. Miss Evelyn Ashcroft writes, "I studied in 
the Philippines and passed the canonical examinations in camp. For one set of oral examina-
tions there were two rows of barbed wire between the Examining Chaplains and myself!" 

You will take joy in welcoming Gladys Hall who was set apart on Tuesday in Holy Week 
at St. Paul's Church, Spring Hill, Alabama, by Bishop Carpenter. Deaconess Hall, B.A., a great 
niece of Bishop William Mercer Greene, is a graduate of Texas State College for Women. She 
was prepared for the Diaconate by Chaplains appointed by her Bishop while she assisted Deaconess 
Whitford in the Church Home in Spring Hill. Deaconess Hall will continue teaching homemaking 
and assisting Deaconess Whitford. All joy to you, Deaconess Hall, and may you serve long and 
fruitfully! 

R. J. 

REPORT OF MID-YEAR MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
OF NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the National Conference of Deaconesses was held 
at St. Faith's House on February 15, 1945. Five members of the Executive Committee were present. 

Deaconess Ruth Johnson 
Deaconess Jane Bliss Gillespy 
Deaconess Gertrude Stewart 
Deaconess Clara Searle 
Deaconess Edith A. Booth 

Deaconess Searle was appointed to take the place on the Committee made vacant by the 
resignation of Deaconess Eleanor Smith. 

Possibilities for a new Deaconess Representative for the Eighth Province were discussed to 
be followed up by the Chairman. 

Deaconess Stewart reported the progress made in the Philadelphia Chapter regarding the 
subject of Associates. The Chapter has made a beginning and their plan has been accepted 
by Bishop Hart. She will present a more detailed report at the Fall meeting. 

It was suggested by Deaconess Gillespy, that a copy of a Prayer he given to those people 
who have contributed toward the upkeep of the School, and for the Deaconess Order, and also 
that copies of "The Deaconess" be sent to them. 

Plans for the National Conference for 1946 were discussed, especially regarding the printing 
that will be necessary for that meeting. 



The problem of reaching young women now serving our country in the WACS and WAVES, 
etc., was discussed at length and it was suggested that the Provincial representatives find out 
where such Training Centers are located in the Provinces and contact the names of the Clergy 
near such centers. Also that material pertaining to the Deaconess Order and Training for Church 
Work be placed in such Training and U.S.O. centers. 

A Committee for Publicity and Promotion of the Deaconess Order was appointed, with 
Deaconess Phelps and Deaconess Stewart as Co.Chairmen. 

The Executive Committee is deeply grateful to the Editor of the Diocesan Church News of 
Philadelphia for publishing three articles on the Deaconess Order in his Diocesan Paper. 

Deaconess Johnson gave the Committee a most encouraging financial report on the School. 
A detailed report will be sent to all Deaconesses at the end of the first fiscal year, May 31st, 1945. 

Since the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the National Conference has a double 
burden to carry as head of the New York Training School, it was decided at this meeting to divide 
the work of the Committee so that all the responsibility would not fall on the Chairman's shoulders. 
The division was as follows: 

Publicity and Promotion (including Printing and Distribution of 
"The Deaconess") 	 Deaconess Stewart 

Printing and mailing Packet on the Deaconess Order collected by 
Dss. Thompson 	 Deaconess Thompson 

Revision of Materials, etc 	 Deaconess Gillespy 
and Deaconess Searle 

Plans for WACS and WAVES 	 Deaconess Bechtol 
Business pertaining to the School 	 Deaconess Johnson 

Respectfully submitted, 
Edith A. Booth, Deaconess, 

Secretary. 
NEWS OF DEACONESSES 

The best news we have, surely. is the safe arrival home into the dear U. S.  A. of our three 
Deaconesses, Dawson, Massey, Shaw after their internment in the Philippines. We can understand 
how they longed to stay and help in the rehabilitation of the people for whom they have given 
so many years of their lives. We pray that the time is not far distant when, rested and strength-
ened they may be able to return to the Philippines. Meanwhile our hearts are almost bursting 
with thanksgiving that our prayers for them are answered, and that the long silence is broken, 
Cod bless them abundantly. And let's give them lots of good food. This deaconess would gladly 
pare some of her points to help restore curves to their bodies, as the doctors say. 

The Rev. Stephen C. Clark D.D., writes of Deaconess Clark: "My sister, Julia, has been in 
Washington, D. C., since last September. She is working for the China Department of the 
Oriental Division of the Office of Strategic Service. It is quite confidential work and I know little 
about it. It is, of course, only a stop gap and she is hoping for the day soon when she may be 
permitted to go back to China. Meanwhile I think she quite enjoys the work and seems to keep 
quite well." 

FROM HAWAII: Letters from Dss. Laura May Knepper tell of the work she and her Sister 
are doing at St. Mary's Home for Japanese Children in Honolulu. They visit the parents of the 
children for St. Mary's Church, and are also on duty in the Home three evenings a week and every 
other Sunday afternoon and evening so that the rest of the staff can have time off together. She 
is also Corresponding Secretary for the Dioceson Woman's Auxiliary. It has been pleasant 
renewing old memories of days at St. Faith's, N. Y. with Helen Fessenden (Mrs. Arthur Smith), 
a graduate of St. Faith's and an ardent lover of her Alma Mater. 

Of Dss. Swinburne, Dss. Knepper writes, "Dss. Swinburne is on Kauai now, doing a very 
fine bit of work in religious education, and things are developing at another centre there where 
she will soon be' moving. She camc to see us the first Sunday we were here last August. 

I read the Living Church every week and enjoy the good news about the School in New York. 
I hear that some bright youngster has nicknamed us oldsters who return to the service 

"retreads." There is a chance for us now-a-days, and it is nice to be "needed and wanted." 	' 
Deaconess Frances Semle has been busy with herself for once in thirty years. She writes: 

"I had to go to hospital for a major operation on April 5th, and have been at home for ten days 
now slowly recovering. I am sure the prayers of all my good friends have helped to make this 
a much less trying time than it might have been without their help," 

St. Paul's Mission, Dallas, Texas, Dss. Lillian W. Crow: This mission, last October opened 
a campaign to pay off the remaining $1500.00. Every person, young and old, gave something. 
January 1st saw the debt reduced to $1000.00, and that has been given by the American Church 
Building Fund Commission. We are now out of debt with enough in the bank for a year's salary 
for a part time priest we are seeking. We are preparing for a joyous dedication and thanks-
giving service. 

Dss. Margaret Bateman after doing outstanding work at the Episcopal Eye, Ear and Throat 
Hospital in Washington, D. C., together with her associate, Dss. Anna E. McDonald, on April 1st, 



became superintendent of the Children's Education Foundation, Mercer Island, in the State of 
'Washington. 

Dss. Clara Searle is in residence at St. Faith's, New York, assisting Head Deconess Ruth 
Johnson. 

Dss. Harriet Hyde, after being hospitalized for six months with an infected foot, is able to 
walk again. 

Dss. Leonora Kelton while away from the Los Angeles Deaconess House in the East, had a 
happy visit at St. Faith's, New York, and was able to see the fine work being done by Head 
Deaconess Ruth Johnson. In a visit to her Alma Mater in Philadelphia, where she was a fellow 
student of Dss. Stewart's, she met some of the deaconesses. She liked their plan of having lunch 
together when they meet and says, "With a Bishop who is sympathetic they are a very happy wide-
awake group." 

Dss. Laura Callaway writes on Rogation Sunday from the Los Angeles Deaconess House, 
"The Refugee Ship from the Philippines came in. Dss. Dawson called on us, and Deaconesses 
Massey and Shaw came to dinner on Friday. Dss. Massey may be with us for awhile, coming 
after the consecration service of Heber Gooden who is so well known to some of our family—
Bishop Gooden is so happy—we are so excited about it all." 

St. Paul's-in-the-Desert, Palm Springs, California. The article, "Plain Talk about Church 
Publicity" in the Living Church, April 29th, interested us because of the fine weekly reporting 
given our Church news by our paper, "The Desert Sun." This deaconess, having been appointed 
Chairman and Leader for 1945, Palm Springs World Day of Prayer appreciated the fine co-opera-
tion and publicity given to call together in one united service all people to pray in this time of 
world agony. Our own people co-operated loyally in this service of Worship, Thanksgiving, Con-
fession, Intercession and Dedication. 

St. Cecilia's Girl Choir, in their red and white vestments entered the Church in procession 
with the Vicar, the Rev. Robert Hogarth, singing and carrying the Cross and the flag. Six little 
girls took their places reverently in the sanctuary for a unique ceremony,—lighting colored candles 
in turn to symbolize the wartime prayers: Blue, mourning for loved ones; Red, for the wounded; 
Brown, for those bombed out of house and home; Green, for farmers and migrants feeding the 
world; Yellow, for Missionaries and Chaplains bringing Light; White, for all innocent children 
in want and suffering. 

On February 1st the Vicar drove three of us to Redlands where we had tea with his Grace 
the Primate of Canada, who was resting at the home of his cousin, Mrs. Sewell, after a strenuous 
week as Guest of Honor at the Jubilee of the Diocese. The afternoon was a benediction to this 
deaconess, the Archbishop having been a beloved friend of our family in joy and in sorrow over 
many years. She received his Episcopal blessing, and left with him the November "Deitconess" 
in which we had' quoted him in regard to the work of Women in the Church, a matter of prayerful 
interest to him. He returned "The Deaconess" later with a letter which we shall treasure always. 

We are also glad to report that this year, for the first time, St. Paul's-in-the-Desert W. A. 
has contributed to the Deaconess Retiring Fund. May it become a yearly offering. 

Ethel E. Spencer, Deaconess. 
At a street fair given by the Church here, a small boy, whom I had never seen before, ran 

up to me, took hold of my hand and said affectionately, "Hello! I know you. There are lots 
of you in New Haven!" 

E. E. 5: 

Dean Ethel M. Springer is retiring on September first from her work as Head of St. Margaret's 
House in Berkeley, California. Miss Katharine A. Grammer, the present Dean of the Department 
of Women of the Philadelphia Divinity School, will on that date become the new Head of St. 
Margaret's House. 

Deaconess Anne Newman, the Provincial Representative for the Third Province, has done a 
very interesting thing. She wrote a letter to each Deaconess in the Province and asked her for 
a short account of herself, and then she embodied such items of news in a paper called "News 
and Views of the Deaconesses of the Third Province." There are thirty-seven on the list. A 
good many are elderly and retired, yet some of these are still doing volunteer service in various 
ways. The younger ones are mostly in the Mountain Mission Work, while others are in parish 
cr institutional work. The Discussion Corner puts one in mind of a Triennial meeting of dea-
conesses at the time of the General Convention. It must have involved lots of work and some 
expense, but apparently Deaconess Newman and her colleague, Deaconess Booz, were pleased 
to undertake that part of it for the good of all. 

A QUESTION FOR YOU 
Have any of you contacted the Women in the Armed Forces from your Diocese or parish? 

(As suggested in the December issue of "The Deaconess"). 
If so, please send your list of names and addresses to Deaconess Johnson, so that she can 

send school material to them. If not, please do it NOW. 



— IN MEMORIAM — 
Deaconess Mary Ellen Barlow, 1903 graduate of St. Faith's, New York, died at her home 

in the Bronx on January 23rd, 1945. The funeral was held on St. Paul's Day, and interment was 
at Fall River, Mass., in the family plot. Deaconess Barlow's last work was at the Church of 
the Mediator, New York City. She died after an illness of several years. 

Deaconess Mabel Wayman Nicholas, 1908 graduate of St. Faith's, died in St. John's Hospital, 
Brooklyn, December 17th, after an illness of several months. Since 1921 she had been in charge 
of St. Phoebe's Mission and Convalescent Rest Home in Brooklyn. The Diocesan Paper of Long 
Island paid tribute to her faithfulness to the Church and to her vows, her steadfast devotion to 
her Parish, her alert mind and strong leadership, her capacity for warm friendships, her notable 
career of following the Master in the work of healing, teaching, and spreading the word of 
the Gospel. 

Deaconess Bertha M. Garvin died on March 23rd, 1945, at her home in Sanbornville, N. H. 
A beautiful Memorial Service was held for her at Grace Church, New York, on April 8th, at 
which the Rector, the Rev. Louis W. Pitt, D.D., officiated, the Rev. W. Russel Bowie, D.D., Rector 
from 1923-1939, giving the address. 

Deaconess Garvin graduated from The New York Deaconess Training School, in 1901, after 
which she became secretary to the Rev. Dr. Huntington, Rector of Grace Church, New York, and 
after his death remained at Grace Church as secretary to the Rev. Dr. Slattery. Following his 
election to the Bishop Coadjutor of Massachusetts she became secretary to Dr. Bowie. When 
the Rev. Dr. Pitts succeeded Dr. Bowie in 1939, Deaconess Garvin remained until failing health 
made it necessary for her to retire. She spent forty years in notable service to Grace Church. 

Deaconess Garvin not only knew everyone in the Parish, but also knew many of the clergy 
and laity in the Diocese of New York. Her personal beauty and lovely character drew to her all 
who knew her. 

May they go from strength to strength in the life of perfect service in Thy heavenly Kingdom, 
0 Lord, and may we, persevering in our struggle here upon earth, be permitted with them, to 
behold the King in His beauty, Who liveth and reigneth with the Father and the Holy Ghost one 
God world without end. Amen. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLICITY AND PROMOTION 
At two meetings of the Executive Committee of the National Conference of Deaconesses of 

the Church (one held in September, 1944, and the other in February, 1945), much discussion 
took place, about how to promote the knowledge of the Order of Deaconess and to increase 
interest in it. The result has been to form a Committee on Publicity and Promotion. The fol-
lowing persons have agreed to serve as members of the Committee: 

Co-Chairmen: Deaconess K. E. Phelps, Georges' Mills, N. H. 
Deaconess G. Stewart, The Leamy, Mt. Airy, Philadelphia 19, Penna. 

MEMBERS 
DEACONESS 	 LAY WOMEN 

Dorothea F. Betz, Long Island 	 Miss Elizabeth McCracken, New York 
Margaret S. Bechtel, Washington 	 Mrs. James De Wolf Perry, Rhode Island 
Margaret Booz, S. W. Virginia 	 Mrs. Robert Adams, Virginia 
Katharine Putnam, Chic'ago 

THE PROVINCIAL REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
(By virtue of their office) 

Province 	I. Deaconess E. H. Coe, Worcester, Mass. 
if 	II. Deaconess Amy G. Thompson, Upper Red Hook, N. Y. 

III. Deaconess Anne Newman, Callaway, Va. 
LL 	IV. Deaconess H. M. Bedell, Everglades, Florida. 
Li 	V. Deaconess E. M. Sargent, Chicago, Ill. 
LL 	VI, Deaconess Marian Brown, Ethete, Wyoming. 
" 	VII. Deaconess L. W. Crow, Dallas, Texas. 

It was felt that this large group would he able to provide a variety of opinions, and to give 
a real opportunity for publicity everywhere through the Church. The general idea is not to have 
meetings, but to be in touch through correspondence, and to work together for this cause. We 
hope that articles about the Order and Work of Deaconesses can be published in diocesan and 
even in parish papers, and that at meetings of the Woman's Auxiliary, Young People's Fellow-
ship. Church School, and Summer Conferences, we might have the chance to speak about the 
need for trained workers and to explain the Order of Deaconess. There are several pamphlets 



already prepared for our own information or to pass on to others or to be adapted for local publi-
cation. These can be secured at the New York Training School for Deaconesses, St. Faith's House, 
419 West 110th Street, New York, 25, N. Y. Quotations from various members of the Committee 
are tabulated as follows: 

"I have-  felt for a long time that this was what was needed." 
"I think all deaconesses are speaking both formally and informally on the need of trained 

workers and the Deaconess Order." 
A lay woman who declined to become a member said in her letter, "All the deaconesses I 

have known have been outstanding women. The rest of us can be very proud of you." 
"Would it not be feasible for someone to try to get in touch with the Heads of Church 

Schools for Girls, also with those responsible for Church girls in colleges?" 
"I have been pained by the lack of knowledge as to the Order of Deaconess among the 

clergy and church people. It seems to me that until the Church as a whole and the clergy in 
particular are informed on the subject we cannot hope for any increase in the Order." 

"When we had our Girls' Camp (before the war) I used to be given time to present to them 
the work of women in the Church, and as a result there is one girl who desires to become a 
deaconess. I have talked to the Daughters of the King and hope to speak at the Diocesan Meeting 
of the Woman's Auxiliary next month." 

"Can't some of the young and attractive deaconesses be sent to Summer Conferences and 
Diocesan Conventions?" 

"I think that a lot of us older ones who have time to gad about, ought to be suppressed, and 
locked out of sight, especially in some places, since the only deaconesses one sees are the old 
and decrepit." 

"My suggestion would be that we pick attractive deaconesses as speakers and send them to 
our girls' schools. I think many of our young people might become interested in this vocation 
if it was presented to them in an intelligent manner." 

"Not nearly enough recruits are coming in to carry on when the deaconesses now at work 
lay their armour down. We ought to make quite sure whether or not the Church wants dea-
conesses. It is up to the Bishops to say in General Convention just what the Church will do to 
support them, and also to put the Setting Apart Service in the Prayer Book. I think the pub- • 
licity should be from outside the Order, unless there was a deaconess whose sole work was to 
speak in the Churches and Seminaries about it." 

Deaconess Crow of Dallas, Texas, has sent a letter to each clergyman in her Diocese. It is 
as follows: 
Dear Sir: 

The Order of Deaconess is very eager to have the New York Training School for Deaconesses 
(affectionately called St. Faith's House), known to our young women. There is a great need 
for trained women in the Church. Perhaps you may have some well balanced, practical, deeply 
devoted women in your Church whom you might send. 

Will you speak aboilt this some Sunday soon? Enclosed is a poster, the Canon on Dea-
conesses, and a folder about St. Faith's House. 

If you will present it, please mail the enclosed postal, merely signing your name. Thank you. 
Sincerely yours, 

Lillian W. Crow, Deaconess. 
How would you like to do something like this in your diocese? 

AN APPEAL FOR EXTRA FUNDS 

The Committee on Publicity and Promotion is hoping to do something worth while, but there 
are no funds for such work in hand. The printing and mailing of "The Deaconess" is always 
a question to be considered in view of the Treasurer's balance. One Deaconess has recently sent 
ten dollars to help in that uncertainty. The Treasurer, Deaconess Edith Booth, St. Paul, Va.. will 
gladly receive any amount, large or small, that you can spare to help in this work. With gratitude 
for your interest and support, we are sincerely yours, 

Katharine E. Phelps, 
Gertrude Stewart, Co,Chairmen. 

PRAYER LEAFLET 

"The life-blood•of the Church is prayer for one another, and the adoration of the Lord is its 
vital breath." (Khomiakov). 

THANKSGIVING: 
For the safe return of our missionaries from internment in the Philippines, especially of 

Deaconesses Dawson, Massey, Shaw, and Helen Boyle (graduate of Chicago Training School, and 
for Dorothy Sims (graduate of St. Faith's). 

For the joy of entertaining them at the Los Angeles Deaconess House. 



For the safe return of Dss. Putnam a year ago from China, and for the good work she is 
doing in the Chicago City Missions. 

For the recovery of Dss. Sargent from an illness of several months. G. E. W. 
That the Church is awakening to the need for Deaconesses as demonstrated by requests from 

the Clergy for their services. 

For the cessation of war in Europe and the release of prisoners of war, both civil and military. 
For two Deaconesses who are doing good work in Hawaii. 

For the preservation of many nephews in the Service. For two who have made the supreme 
sacrifice. May they go from strength to strength in the life of perfect service. E. E. S. 

For relief from an incapacitation illness of two months. L. R. C. 

For the devotion of a friend who provides for a deaconess; for improved health bringing 
increased opportunity for service. , 

For all who have found Christ anew through suffering, for the noble example of War Chap-
lains, for those who have laid down their lives in the line of duty; for the courage of youth 
in the Service, their compassion towards the oppressed, their tenderness towards little children. 

E. E. S. 
For consecrated doctors and nurses, and that they may increase in numbers. L. K. 
For improvement in health of a deaconess, and for friends given to her in time of need. 
That two deaconesses, Clara and Edith, and their friend, Ethel, were spared serious injury 

or death in an automobile accident. 
For a beautiful Ascension Day. M. F. W. 
"However quietly we may speak, He is so near that He will hear us. We do not need wings 

to go to see Him but only to consider Him within us. He is the great King whose kindness has 
led Him to be our Father." (S. Teresa). As Thou hast called us to Thy service make us worthy 
of our calling. 

INTERCESSIONS: 

That a Deacones may hear the call to come and take over the management of the Los Angeles 
Deaconess House. L. R. C. 

That facilities may be provided for deaconesses, missionaries, and other church workers to 
be cared for in illness and failing health. L. K. 

That many more young women, especially those returning from war service, may find their 
vocation in the Order of Deaconess, and that means may be provided for their training. 

For all Deaconesses and Missionary Training Schools, especially for St. Faith's, New York, 
that they may increase more and more in wisdom and knowledge under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. 

For all Deaconesses that we may be given power to persevere in spiritual growth, that medi-
tation and prayer may be interpreted into our daily living. 

For complete .restoration to health to a deaconess that she may be able to work again; and that 
she may have learned through suffering to accept God's way for her and to trust Him at all times. 

For God's blessing and special direction for the work of St. Paul's Mission in Phoenix, 
Arizona; that all bitterness may be put away and that the people may all work for the common 
good "to make Christ known." 

That God will accept the offering of the work of the Araphoe Indians in 'Wyoming, and 
bless and direct the people and workers in that field. 

That God will speak to the heart of a deaconess and tell her what He will have her do at 
this time, when she is trying to make a decision in her work. 

For restoration to health for Ethel, suffering from a back injury; for comfort for Mildred 
in her sorrow (due to the loss of her father) ; for all deaconesses who need a home, that they may 
find a haven of rest; for peace to come speedily to all the world. 

M. F. W. 
For a deaconess in distress, due to having to move suddenly, that a suitable house may soon 

be found for her. E. E. S. 
Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, 

according to the power that worketh in us, unto Him be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end. Ephes. 3:20-21. 
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DECEMBER, 1945 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR NATIONAL CHAIRMAN 
A Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year to Ala 

Greetings from St. Faith's House! 
Some weeks ago our academic work began and now the School is in full swing. There are 

nine students—three Seniors, four Juniors and two "Specials". The last are Deaconess-Candidates: 
Miss Evelyn Ashcroft, Missionary District of Shanghai, and Mrs. Celia Brown, Diocese of Newark. 
The seven students come from the Dioceses of Chicago, Dallas, Long Island, Massachusetts, New 
York, South Carolina, and Southwestern Virginia. 

We delight in having with us Deaconess Shaw returned from the Philippines, and Miss Nellie 
McKim from Japan via internment in the Philippines. A few weeks ago Miss Marian Davis (The 
Philippines) came to spend a few months. Another returned missionary deserves special mention 
for not only is she living with us (while she continues her Chinese studies) but she is giving the 
School untiring and wholehearted assistance. She is Elda Smith, Class of 1937. 

Like many another family we have "domestic difficulties." Can you imagine this House with-
out maids? without one maid? Such is our plight. However, the students valiantly share in keeping 
the House tidy and in keeping the dishes washed. 

As to the curriculum, generally speaking, it remains the same. Father Pittenger gives the 
instruction in Theology, adding "Christian Ethics" for Senior consumption. The Rev. John D. 
Wing, Jr., tutor at General Seminary teaches New Testament. Father Rosebaugh has added to 
his Religious Education courses a separate term's work in General Psychology for both Juniors and 
Seniors. In the class "Recreational Activities for Children", Miss Mary S. Shafer, Teachers Col-
lege, has led the students into discovering that they possess a surprising number of muscles! 
Imitating jumping kangaroos and hopping rabbits may be fun on Monday but not as much fun on 
Tuesday! Another course we are enjoying greatly and learning much from is Canon Green's "The 
Choral Service." We are looking forward in high anticipation to Canon West's three lectures "The 
Arts as Impressive and Expressive Media of the Church," beginning Friday, November 30th, at 
8 P.M. Do join us if you are in or near New York. 

So much for the present. 
As for the future: We are hopeful that some service women returning to civilian life may 

discover their vocation to Church work either as Deaconesses or lay workers. Your help is needed 
in being on the lookout for such women as may qualify and in directing their attention to training. 
Many positions are vacant and no applicants! 

That the School was in a position last fall to begin the second year must have been a source 
of great satisfaction to those of you who helped in one way or another to reopen it a year ago. It 
WAS a venture of faith and your faith evidenced by your generous and steady support made the 
operation of the School possible. Many are the times when thanks to God have been offered—
for you, for your faith in us, and for your "works" supporting it. The outlook for this year is most 
promising in the matter of good student material and willing faculty co-operation. If the Executive 
Committee can have the assurance that you will share with them the financial responsibility of 
operating the School and if you will continue to make the welfare of the School one of your daily 
Intercessions, then can we be hopeful of a fruitful year. 

Deaconess Searle joins me in bidding you welcome whenever you may find it possible to come 
to St. Faith's House. 

RUTH JOHNSON 
Head Deaconess and 

Chairman, Executive Committee 



REPORT OF CONFERENCE 

September 29, 1945 

A meeting of the Conference of Deaconesses was held at St. Faith's House following the meet-
ing of the Corporation of the Retiring Fund, on September 29, 1945. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and accepted. The Treasurer's report was read and 
passed. 

Deaconess Johnson reported on what had been done and what must still be done in regard to 
the School. She told of the writing of a paper on the Order of Deaconesses to be included in the 
set of pamphlets on Vocation being published by the National Council. 

Letters from Deaconesses unable to attend the Retreat and Conference were read. 
Dr. Pepper's reply to the letter regarding the Selective Service Act for nurses was read. He 

stated that there were ten responses from different Churches and all would wish to claim exemption 
—reasons all uniform. 

Letters from Bishops Roberts and Craighill were read. thanking Deaconess Johnson for the 
use of the House for the China Conference. 

Reports of Committees followed: 
Committee on Publicity for Deaconess Patterson's Chart reported no action. 
Committee on Publicity and Promotion—Much has been done by this committee. Material 

is on hand and ready to be sent to our colleges or other places. Those wishing material are 
requested to write Deaconess Phelps, 611 Beaver Street, Santa Rosa, Calif. 
A report was made on Deaconess Coe's work in contacting the WACS and WAVES. She has 

secured long lists of them and their parish connections in the Province of New England. 
Deaconess Newbold reported on what had been done along this line in Philadelphia. She 

has also secured the names of all the women of the Diocese in the armed forces. 
It was suggested that the prayer for the Increase of the Order be sent to the Priests of the 

Church for their use in Churches. 
It was reported that there are now 160 deaconesses in the Church, about one-half active and 

one-half retired. (Some retired ones are active as volunteers in worthwhile work.) 
The work being done by some of the Provincial Representatives was called to the attention 

of the meeting. The News Letter published by Deaconess Anne Newman, representative for the 
Third Province, was shown to the group. 

The Chairman requested that we all give serious thought to our General Conference to meet 
at the time of the General Convention next September. It was suggested that our meetings be 
scheduled for Monday, September 9th, the day before the General Convention opens, so that all 
who attend could be there for the great Opening Service. Some others wanted to keep to the first 
Saturday of the Convention that would be September 14th. (May we have some opinions from you 
expressed as to choice—Editor.) It was suggested that we try to secure Old Christ Church as the 
place of our meeting. 

The Philadelphia Deaconesses would like the names of those who are planning to attend so 
that they can secure rooms for them. 

Deaconess Phelps suggested that the alternate plans for the time of the meeting be sent out 
for the information and vote of those hoping to attend. 

A motion was passed tbat a message of thanks be sent to the Director of the Retreat for his 
inspiring and helpful meditations. 

Respectfully submitted, 
EDITH A. BOOTH. Deaconess, 

Secretary 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
September 29, 1945 

RECEIPTS 
Balance on hand, Sept. 29, 1944 	 $ 133.58 
Dues, Sept. 1944—Sept. 1945 	 123.00 
Gifts for Printing 	  99.50 

Total Receipts 	  $ 356.08 
DISBURSEMENTS 

Printing two issues of The Dek 
coness 	  $ 	95.02 

Printing and Mailing, Prayer, for 
Promotion and Publicity 

Mailing The Deaconess 	 12.32 

Total Disbursements 	 $ 107.34 
Balance on hand 	 248.74 

$ 356.08 

EMERGENCY FUND 
Balance on hand Sept. 28, 1944 	 $ 42.75 

Receipts 	  00.00 

$ 42.75 
Disbursements   	00.00 

Balance on hand 	 $ 42.75 

Edith A. Booth, Deaconess, 
Treasurer 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

September 25, 1945 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the National Conference of Deaconesses was held at 
St. Faith's House on September 25, 1945. 

Deaconess Johnson reported on the progress of the School, and discussion followed as to what 
will happen at the end of the fifth year. Deaconess Johnson recommended that we give serious 
thought to this. 

A motion was made as to the policy for the House for consideration by General Conference: 
that the Executive Committee give special consideration to the use which might be made of this 
house, (not implying in this a Home for retired Deaconesses) but as a Central House for the Order 
of Deaconesses in addition to its use as a Training School. 

The Committee on Publicity and Promotion was empowered to enlarge their Committee in an 
effort to promote publicity for a Central House. 

The question of WACS and WAVES was considered and it was reported by the Committee on 
Publicity and Promotion that material was now ready to be sent out. 

The Executive Committee expressed their thanks to the Deaconesses for their response to the 
Appeal made in THE DEACONESS for funds for publishing the same. (See Treasurer's State-
ment.) 

The Chairman of the Executive Committee was requested to get in touch with the Financial 
Committee of the Board of Trustees of the School to find out about permanent repairs for the 
House. 

A resolution was passed that the Executive Committee request a joint meeting with the Board 
of Trustees in January 1946 to report to them the progress of the School, and especially to consider 
preservation and restoration of the fabric of the School. 

Respectfully submitted, 
EDITH A BOOTH, Deaconess, 

Secretary 

THE EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CORPORATION 
OF THE RETIRING FUND FOR DEACONESSES 

The Corporation of The Retiring Fund held its Eighteenth Annual Meeting at St. Faith's 
House, New York, on Friday, September 28, 1945, from 9.30 to 10.30. Twenty Deaconesses were 
present. The President, Deaconess Stewart, presided and opened the meeting with prayer. 

The election of dirctors was held by ballot and Deaconesses Dorothea Betz and Clara Searle 
were elected to serve in Class III until September, 1948. 

The Secretary, Deaconess West, read her annual report saying in part: She had brought the 
contributors' file covering nineteen years up to date, selecting the names of all those who had given 
fifty dollars or over to the Fund. This list will later be written up in a book; a Memorial Book is 
also in the making containing the names of all those who have contributed fifty dollars or more as 
a memorial. Contributions for the year past were $3,515.84. Among the largest were: 

The estate of Henrietta Rue Goodwin (1/3 Residue) 	41,169.82 
The estate of Mary Shepard (1/3 Residue plus $100) 	 600.33 
Mrs. Margaret Hayes in memory of Romola Dahlgren 	 300.00 
Mrs. Reginald Pearce in memory of Romola .  Dahlgren 	 50.00 
Mrs. Jessie Landis 	  500.00 
Mr. E. W. Axe 	  100.00 
W.A. Diocese of Dallas 	  62.50 
W.A. Diocese of Kansas 	  43.00 
W.A. Diocese of Chicago 	  231.00 
Pence Box Offering  	 75•79 

The Treasurer, Col. Beckwith, made his report in person and said: As every precaution of 
prudence and wisdom is being used to safeguard the Fund, everyone should understand this and 
feel no apprehension. Two separate accounts are kept and always will be, one for The Retiring 
Fund and one for St. Faith's Fund. A Revolving Fund has been set up to provide cash at the end 
of the fiscal year assuring no borrowing and no overdraft. The expenses last year were $2200, 
10-1/3% of the capital. The present amount in War Bonds is $20,000, paying 2-1/2%. Tluu con-
tributions and the sound advice of E. W. Axe & Co. in buying and selling securities, the Fund now 
stands at $122,000 and the income for the Coming year for distribution to the beneficiaries will be 
$5,000. Advertisements are being run monthly in FORTH and occasionally in the Living Church. 

There was one ordination during the year, GLADYS HALL, at Spring Hill, Alabama. 
Five members of the Corporation have died: Deaconesses ROMOLA DAHLGREN, MABEL 

WAYMAN NICHOLAS, MARY ELLEN BARLOW, BERTHA M. GARVIN, ELIZA DICKEY. 
The Corporation passed the following RESOLUTIONS: 

Be it RESOLVED that the Corporation of The Retiring Fund for Deaconesses express 
appreciation and gratitude for the life and work of Romola Dahlgren, Deaconess, who 
for ten years served as President of the Board of Directors. Her deep concern for 
Deaconesses who after years of faithful service to the Church must retire without 



means of support, led her to evolve the idea of a Retiring Fund which with God's 
grace has so far exceeded anything she could hope or desire for it. 

Be it further RESOLVED that a copy of this RESOLUTION he placed on the records of 
The Retiring Fund for Deaconesses. 

It was suggested that an investigation he made hy the Directors to see if any provision could 
he made by which The Retiring Fund would take out a policy in the Church Life Insurance and 
pay the fee if the annuity were made payahle to The Retiring Fund. This would be for newly-set-
apart deaconesses. Or—if such information could he made availahle to deaconesses who might be 
able to take the responsihility for themselves. 

MARY C. WEST, 
Secretary 

AN APPRECIATION 

We regret to record the passing of our friend and adviser, Dr. John Henry Hopkins, on All 
Saints Day, 1945. His was a dynamic personality and he greatly influenced every person and or-
ganization with which he came in contact. His teaching was hold and clear cut and will live long 
in the lives of those who were privileged to sit under him. His daily prayer for The Retiring Fund 
for Deaconesses at the early Communion was one of his priceless gifts to us. From Paradise his 
intercessions for us will he our heritage and our hlessing. May he rest in peace and may light 
perpetual shine upon him. 

MARY C. WEST, 
Secretary 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLICITY AND PROMOTION 

It would be nice to he optimistic, hut it is discouraging when some memhers of the committee 
do not report any action, so that we cannot report much progress at this time. Few have asked for 
the material we have on hand for puhlicity. 

Ninety-nine, of the one hundred-and-fifty-odd, deaconesses on our list, have agreed to use the 
prayer for the increase of our Order. To each of them we are sending several copies of our leaflets 
which we hope they will try to place in the hands of clergy and Auxiliary officers, with a personal 
word about the demand for deaconesses exceeding the present supply. We ought to be able to 
count on their help in making known to suitable young women the possihility of service in the 
Office of Deaconess. 

Will any deaconess not receiving the leaflets, and yet willing to help in this way, please let us 
know, and those wishing more material, also? We have on hand more of the prayer cards which 
we would like to have widely used by all friends of our Order. Now that St. Faith's is reopened 
and we have once more a real School for Deaconesses, and several candidates in prospect, it is 
surely our duty to do all we can to help meet the urgent need of the Church for consecrated 
trained leadership—the demand is there, the training is availahle, and so we must all help to find 
the women. 

Katharine E. Phelps (611 Beaver St. Santa Rosa, Calif.) 
Gertrude Stewart (The Leamy, Philadelphia 19, Pa.) 

Co-Chairmen of Committee on Publicity and Promotion. 

NEWS OF DEACONESSES 

Deaconess E. Nehls, of the Diocese of Alabama. writes of her work as follows: 
"For the past nine years I have heen connected with the Church Home, the Diocesan Orphan-

age, at Spring Hill, first as assistant House Mother, and then as dietian, and assistant to Deaconess 
Whitford, the Matron. 

"In Septemher, 1941, Bishop Carpenter asked me to take over the City Visiting. As you know 
there are people coming from every section of the country to work in Mobile. Our ship yards, 
airports, docks, paper mills and other manufacturing plants have attracted thousands of workers 
and their families, and it is these people that I visit. They are strangers to our city and are usually 
very lonely. The majority of them are young couples with little children to be placed in Church 
Schools, or young girls who have just heen married a short time to soldier hoys, who will soon 
be sent over seas. There are quite a lot of Episcopalians among them, hut if they aren't Episco-
palians I visit them just the same. We have a grand time discussing our home towns, and just 
where they will go to Church in Mobile. They are a fine hunch of people and I have enjoyed my 
work with them very much." 

Deaconess Ethel E. Spencer has been ill for some time this fall, and is having great difficulty 
in finding a place to live. Friends have come to her rescue several times and she has had a pleasant 
room in the Desert Inn for awhile, which is limited to Decemher 15th. She describes it thus: 
"Now I am lying on my hospital hed with a gorgeous view, a large quadrangle, around which are 
grouped cottages (Old Mission Style). We move my hed from east to west on my own terrace. 
This is the loveliest hotel in Palm Springs, quiet and gracious, with a great white cross on the 



mountains directly behind, where Easter Dawn Services are held." We hope that God will supply 
all her needs, as He has done thus far. 

Deaconess Laura Knepper writes from Honolulu, Hawaii, that she is working at Trinity Japa-
nese Church. Housing difficulties there are the same as here. She and her sister have found tem-
porary refuge with a friend. She says she will never again take a roof over her head for granted. 

Deaconess Rachel 0. Hemphill writes of her return from Florida to her old parish in Green-
wich, Conn. She says: "I am in a nursing home. I have been ill for sometime, and having to stay 
in Florida through the summers during the war, the heat took its toll of me

' 
 and I was advised 

to come back North. God has been very gracious to me in bringing me back to my dear church 
home, and the many friends I have here, and while I am not able yet to attend service, our rector 
and his associates are most kind in ministering to me here. I feel that our Heavenly Father is very 
near to me and I am resting in His love." 

Deaconess Anna W. Lovell says that she and her sister have sold their big house and have 
moved into a nice little six-room cottage. The address is 17 Prudential Road, Worcester 6, Mass. 
"It is three miles from All Saints, but quite near St. Michael's. Our car is still running and there 
is good bus service. The country is lovely and the neighbors delightful." 

Deaconess Frances Senile of Providence, R. I., writes: "My work is the same as it has always 
been, regular city parish work. Organizations and visiting and Sunday School. I am Superin-
tendent of the Educational work in the Woman's Auxiliary and help with the Altar Guild—just 
the same sort of thing that every Parish Worker is called upon to do. I love the work as much as 
I ever did, and thank God I am able to continue." 

Deaconess Mary S. Johnson writes of their pleasure in having had a visit from Deaconess 
Shaw at their home in New Haven. Conn. 

Deaconess Griebel is spending the winter with her sister, Mrs. Geib, 4920 46th St. N.W., Wash-
ington 16, D. C. 

Deaconess McNulty is working under the auspices of the New York City Mission at Scherm-
erhorn House, Milford, Conn. She says, "It is a lovely work." She is in charge of all religious 
activities, except those done by the Chaplain. 

Deaconess Bedell in Florida, continues her work at Glade Cross Mission, Everglades. She 
writes of a new work recently undertaken, that is of giving religious instruction to the children 
of isolated Church families. There are fourteen such children being dismissed from school for the 
class. Her main work is with the Indians, however. She says, "It took me three years of prayer-
fully ignoring their unfriendliness, to win their confidence. Now there is not one who is not 
friendly, and they are at the Mission nearly every day. What prayer doth bring about!" • 

A LIFE OF SERVICE TO OTHERS 
We are glad to bring to the attention of all deaconesses the fine record of work that Deaconess 

Lillian M. Yea was permitted to make, in her long service at the House of Mercy in Washington, 
D. C. 

Deaconess Yeo was graduated from the New York Training School in. 1901 and went to this 
work then, being retired this year, so for forty-four years she served faithfully the many women 
who came to her in their time of need. She writes of it as follows: "My work has been my life, 
and I have had time to do very little outside my special care of my family, which has numbered 
over 600 girls and 400 children, in all these years, girls from all over this country; and today I am 
in communication with at least half of that number, perhaps more." Many of us remember with 
pleasure her great hospitality extended to us in 1928 when the General Convention met in Wash-
ington and she offered to the limit of available space the use of her Home to the Deaconesses 
attending the Convention. Especially do we remember the Day of Conference there—the service 
in the beautiful chapel and the good food served us by her household, so that we did not have to 
go out for any purpose all the day. We offer our congratulations and pray for God's blessing upon 
her now in a peaceful and happy retirement. 

Deaconess Margaret Booz has been taking a three months course in Practical Nursing at the 
Jefferson Hospital in Roanoke, Va. This is to enable her to care for the people in her regular work 
in Callaway, Va. 

Deaconess Anne Newman is to be away for several months after New Year's to assist in a 
Survey of the Rural Work in the Diocese of Southwestern Virginia. 

NOTES ON THE ANNUAL RETREAT 

The Conductor of the Retreat was the Rev. Thomas Lee Brown, Rector of the Church of St. 
John the Evangelist, Newport, R. I. 

Introduction. Lent was considered a time for real practice for the battle of life. When temp-
tations come we are uncomfortable. Life is a battle from the cradle to the grave. A deaconess is 
out in the storm of life, busying herself with the problems of others. They are leaders, fighters 
in the Church of God. We, ourselves, must fight and help others to fight. This warfare is against 
greed, oppression, fear, and hatred. We are called to a high station, to be like God. The power 
to choose good or evil is a dangerous power, which only man, of all God's creatures, possesses. The 
glory of God is living man, and the pearl of great price is the vision of God. It is easy to say, "I 
will serve God," but preserving and being loyal to the vision each day is difficult. If one big effort 
to prove our devotion to God was enough, that would be easy, but to choose Him each moment of 
our lives is hard. The Prayer Book shows this—"no power of ourselves to help ourselves", "in- 



crease in us true religion", "Be ye perfect". We need help to keep always "on the beam". We are 
here in retreat for that purpose. Retreat is a military term. We withdraw for a time of refreshment, 
to be alone with God, to "be still and know that I am God". It is a spiritual rest, not a bodily or 
mental rest. It is to let God do a special work in our hearts. It is partly a time to take stock of 
ourselves but also a time for a renewal of strength. God's voice doesn't speak to people in the 
same way. Our relation to God is not only that of one person, but that of a family, in relation to 
the Father. We come to the dynamo of power to be made strong. Our meditations are to be on 
The Eucharist and its application to our daily lives. How we are to relate our purpose in life to 
the sacrament of the Altar. 

MEDITATIONS 
God made me to know Him, to love Him, to serve Him here on earth and to be happy forever 

with Him in heaven. The parable of the Rich Fool in St. Luke 12, shows us a man that the world 
would not think of as a fool. He was prosperous, but God called him a fool. Why? He was living 
in complete forgetfulness of God—the only real thing that mattered. He was self-assertive, self-
satisfied, and failed to acknowledge that all his gifts came from God. "A fool hath said in his 
heart 'There is no God'." Many people today consider a person all right if he does no harm. We 
may be busy with good works and yet give little attention to God. God made me first to know Him. 
That does not mean to know about. The disciples knew Our Lord. They cultivated His friendship. 
We must remember that God is the source of all our being. He wants all of us. The Church is a 
fellowship. We are very members of His body. Death does not sever us from our bond with Christ. 
Am I too busy with outward things? Do I neglect the spiritual? Can He say to me—"Well done"? 
Am I rich toward God, or am I a fool? 

St. John 12. "Now is the judgment of this world .. . . And I. if I be lifted up will draw all 
men unto me." Our Lord prayed that, we would be one. As we look at the church today it seems 
very far from being one. But in the Eucharist we are one, although it is offered on a thousand 
altars. He dwells in us and we in Him and thus we become one with others in Him. We worship 
as the family of God, fed with one food. The fruit of true worship is holy living. Is the Eucharist 
only a memorial of one who is dead? Certainly not that at all. It is not a repetition of Calvary 
but a re-presentation of Calvary, the only acceptable sacrifice. It is the place of meeting, an offer-
ing of the whole body of Christ, the living and the dead. It is the extension of the Passion in his-
tory, it is the drama of our salvation. Christ is lifted up for the sins of the world, and is the center 
of our unity. 

Prayer is talking with God. Our frequent use of the Lord's Prayer makes it almost mechanical. 
We who live in close connection with holy things may become indifferent. We use terms too glibly, 
"surrender" "love God, Serve Him". God chooses how we are to serve him. We are "called", 
"chosen". 

 

"surrender", have a vocation, not a profession. We obeyed because we believed we were called. 
It is hard to know the will of God and even harder to do it. That is our goal. We must strive to 
do God's will. 

God made me to love Him. Jesus was killed for the sin of blasphemy. He identified himself 
with God—"made himself equal with God." "I and my Father are one." The triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem was a spontaneous outburst of appreciation and Jesus accepted it. So we see that Jesus 
claimed to be God and accepted the worship of the multitude. He ordained the Eucharist as a 
new form of worship. The Temple sacrifices soon ceased as they were the shadows of that to come. 
God supplied Himself with a victim, His only Son, the Lamb of God. In this service we offer to 
God "That only offering perfect in thine eyes, the one, true, pure, immortal sacrifice." 

St. John 6, in the feeding of the multitudes, our Lord used the people's offering. The child's 
loaves and fishes in no way equalled the demand, but Christ blessed it and it was more than 
enough. The Blessed Virgin's purity and obedience made the Incarnation possible. That offering 
was necessary. Do we really connect ourselves with that offering on the altar? Do we connect 
our giving with it? It is a threefold gift. 1. The Passion and Sacrifice of grace. 2. Man's gifts—
bread and wine, represent his labor. 3. Ourselves—our souls and bodies. This is a real communion, 
an "at-one-ment". Man gives, God hallows and gives back to man. We go out as Christ's bearers, 
carrying Him to the world. The Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man is made real to 
us only in the Holy Communion. 

God is our beginning and our final destiny. Men must learn to be brothers, realizing they 
are all of one family, travelling toward the throne of God. Superficial religion is sacrilege in 
God's sight. Our Lord reproved hypocrites. St. Matt. 25, the parable of the sheep and goats shows 
us that worship and right living go hand in hand. "If ye love me keep my commandments." We 
serve Christ when we serve others. "In as much" is our assurance. Serving Christ through man, 
and God through Christ, is our task. Deaconesses have taken this yoke. You serve the church 
all for the love of Christ. Place that offering always on the altar. "I can do all things through 
Christ Jesus that strengtheneth me." 

PRAYER LEAFLET 
FOR CHRISTMAS. 

0 God, to whom glory is sung in the highest, while on earth peace is proclaimed to men of 
good will, grant that good will to us and to all people; cleanse us from our sins, and give perpetual 
peace. Amen. 



0 heavenly Father, who hast declared thy Love to men by the birth of the Holy Child at 
Bethlehem, help us to welcome him with gladness and to make room for him in our common days; 
so that we may live at peace with one another, and in goodwill with all thy family; through the 
same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THANKSGIVINGS 
Let us thank God: 

For the end of active warfare, and the safe return of the many loved ones from overseas. 
For the return to health and homes of the many interned war prisoners from all the battle 

areas. 
For the number of students at St. Faith's House, and their adaptability to the extra household 

duties required by shortage of help. 
For a number of priests in the Diocese of Maine recently ordained. 
For several young married couples accepted as new missionaries for China. 
For the helpful Retreat and Conferences of Deaconesses held in late September at St. Faith's 

in New York. 

INTERCESSIONS: 

Let us pray God: 
To over-rule all disorders of Labor Movements in our Country and that a solution of fairness 

to all may be forth-coming, and that our people may dwell together in peace and happiness. 
To bring order out of the great chaos now evident in all countries, that a just and- strong 

government may emerge, and the peoples strive to live in harmony and mutual helpfulness. 
To take under thy Fatherly care all sick and disabled deaconesses, giving them the sense of 

Thy presence in their weakness. 
For two children ill from serious causes; for God's comfort to a family who recently lost a 

small boy due to accidental shooting; that the older boys in the rural areas of Maine will continue 
to attend Church School. E.R.T. 

That all our deaconesses may strive to help our Order grow, by prayers for candidates, and 
by speaking of the work and need whenever possible, and by passing on carefully all publicity 
material sent to them. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Miss Evelyn Ashcroft, M.A. of the Diocese of Shanghai, will be set apart as Deaconess at the 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York, on Saint Paul's Day, 1946. 

A POEM 
Lord, let me learn to greet each day, with calmness, be it bright or gray. 
If skies are blue, let my heart sing and courage to the dark hours bring. 
And, Lord, this too I ask of You—Let sad hearts bring their grief to me 
And comfort find and sympathy. Make me a neighbor, helpful, kind, 
And may each fellow creature find in me a friend, dear Lord. Amen. 

PRAYER 

0 God, the God of all goodness and grace, who art worthy of a greater love than we can give 
or understand; fill our hearts, we beseech Thee, with such love toward Thee that nothing may seem 
too hard for us to do in obedience to Thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Have you considered that the richest gift 
Is close at hand for just so many days, 

But that the heart-felt love which prompted it 
Lives on to cheer another's heart, always? 

By Dave Mack. 

QUESTIONS FOR YOU TO PONDER AND ACT UPON 

1. Have you any suggestions for the Triennial Conference of Deaconesses in Philadelphia 
next September, at the time of the General Convention? Send your topics for discussion or sug-
gestions to our Chairman, Deaconess Ruth Johnson, 419 W. 110th Street, New York 25, N. Y. 

2. Will any deaconess who has not heard from her Provincial representative about our plans 
for publicity, and who desires to help, please write to Deaconess Phelps, 611 Beaver Street, Santa 
Rosa, Calif. 

3. Will any deaconess who desires• an up-to-date revision of Anniiersaries of Deaconesses, 
send a post card saying so, to Deaconess Phelps at the above address. 

4. Important. Please pass out all literature sent to you to some worthwhile person—your 
Bishop, your rector, the officers of the Woman's Auxiliary, and the teachers of the Senior Girls in 
Church School. Will you do this carefully and prayerfully—as a work of love? 



IN MEMORIAM 

ELIZA DICKEY, Deaconess 

Deaconess Eliza Dickey, who died in Los Angeles on June 22nd, was born in Ohio 89 years 
ago. She was a graduate nurse of Massachusetts General Hospital and a licensed M.D. of Cin-
cinnati, where for many years she was superintendent of the Episcopal Hospital for Children. She 
came to Los Angeles in 1918 and was ordered deaconess by Bishop Vincent. She worked in various 
parishes in this city, notably at the Church of the Redeemer and St. Michael's Mission. 

Funeral services were held at Holy Faith Church, Inglewood, Calif., on June 27th, by Bishop 
Gooden, assisted by the Rev. R. V. Hinkle. Interment was in Inglewood Park Cemetery. 

May she rest in peace—and may light perpetual shine upon her. Amen. 
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8. 
IMPORTANT. KEEP THIS FOR FUTURE REFERENCE. 

Program—NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES OF THE CHURCH. 
Place—Christ Church, 2nd Street north of Market Street, Philadelphia, Pa. (Use any Market 

Street car going East, marked "Front and Market". Get off at 2nd STREET. Walk north 
one.half block.) 

Time—Monday, September 9, 1946. 
8.30 A.M. Holy Communion. 

Breakfast after the service, in Neighborhood House at rear of Church. Price 50 cents. 
10.15 to 11.00 Meditation. Director: The Rev. Alfred M. Smith, City Mission, Philadelphia. 
11.00 to 11.30 Quiet Time. 
11.30 to 1.00 Conference in Neighborhood House. 
1.15 Luncheon at Neighborhood House. Price 75 cents. 
2.00 to 5.00 Conference continued. 

If it is found necessary to have an evening session, there are near-by restaurants where supper 
could be secured, but we hope all can be finished by five o'clock. 
NOTICE. Deaconesses desiring hospitality must write as soon as possible, giving exact dates, to 

DEACONESS NEWBOLD 
8622 Ridge Ave., Philadelphia 28, Pa. 

WORD FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
Greetings from St. Faith's House. Our "venture of faith" seems now to be well launched. 

Again we shall close our books with a balance in the bank. If next year's receipts do not fall 
below those of 1945.46, and if a good entering class is registered for the autumn, we can expect 
the school to move forward surely and steadily. Our gratitude and heartfelt thanks go out to 
those of you whose financial support helped to make this year a success. 

It has not been an easy year. The difficulties in securing domestic help have been great and 
very trying. However, those very difficulties may have had much to do with welding our school 
life into a closely knit family life, a family with a fine esprit de corps. 

Elsewhere in this issue you will read about our Commencement—a happy day indeed. 
I am looking forward to National Conference in Philadelphia, on September ninth, hopeful 

that many of you may find it possible to attend. In order that we may cover as much ground as 
possible in the short time at our disposal on that day, will you please send me your suggestions 
as to topics for discussion and send them early in August if possible? 

It is not planned to send out another notice of the National Conference time table. SAVE 
THIS ISSUE of "THE DEACONESS" for future reference and bring it with you. 

RUTH JOHNSON 



On the occasion of St. Faith's Commencement the offering was designated for the Retiring 
Fund for Deaconesses and it amounted to $91.05. That was a fine gift, and the Directors of the 
Fund appreciate it greatly. 
Change of Addresses. 

Deaconess E. Suzanne McNulty, Schermerhorn House, Milford, Conn. 
Deaconess Hemphill, 40 Locust St., Greenwich, Conn. 
Deaconess Beard, 27 Prospect St., Dover, N. H. 
Deaconess Phelps, George's Mills, N. H. 

Please Note. Since Deaconess Phelps has received only six requests to revise the list of Anniver-
saries of Deaconesses, she is not having the booklet reprinted. Please insert in your copy the 
name and dates for Deaconess Evelyn Ashcroft, Ordained on Jan. 25th, Born on May 10th. 

Motto. Of this we may be sure; that thoughts winged with peace and love breathe a silent 
benediction over the world. 

—Ted Bentz. 

NEWS OF DEACONESSES 

Deaconess Maude T. Henderson, after a residence of nearly forty-three years in China, (being 
now seventy-nine years old) has returned to her old home in Lexington, Virginia. She was in-
terned as a war prisoner in a British-American camp in Shanghai, and came to the U.S.A. on an 
army transport. Extracts from a Seattle newspaper give some items of interest about her as 
quoted here. "The poor and afflicted" knocked at Maude Henderson's door in a village near 
Shanghai for forty-two years and were aided and comforted. She went to China in 1903. She had 
wanted to be a missionary since childhood, but her going was delayed until she was over thirty, 
because she had to care for a younger sister. She went under the Episcopal Church. but later 
resigned to carry on an independent work. She is a trained nurse as well as a deaconess: She 
called her refuge for the poor "St. Faith's House". for it was established on faith and it was faith 
that kept it going. She was known as "grandma" to all in the village. 

While in the prison camp she told the Japanese Commandant that her uncle. Commodore 
Alexander Henderson, had accompanied Commodore Perry as Chief Engineer, when they delivered 
President Fillmore's letter to the Japanese Emperor in 1853. After that he gave her very 
courteous treatment. She remembers her childhood visit in the home of General Robert E. Lee, 
and that he kissed her and gave her a cookie. In a letter to a friend since her return she writes, 
"Of course I long for my family in China, children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. One 
of my last visitors was a grandmother who came to me as a child forty-two years ago." 

Those who have seen her work, through the years, cannot help feeling that her loving and 
unlimited service to China's poor will merit our Lord's most gracious praise, "In-as-much" . . . 
"Ye have done it unto Me." 

Deaconess Katherine Wood was retired on May 15th after 41 years of active service at All 
Saints' Church. Atlanta, Ga. In addition she has also worked at Holy Innocents' Mission in 
Atlanta. 

Deaconess Clara E. Orwig resigned from Nevada last December and accepted Bishop Randall's 
offer of full time City Mission work in Chicago, beginning January 1st, 1946. 

She gave up the Indian work in order to be near her sister in Toledo. Ohio. 
Deaconess Phelps writes that she has a Church School class in Sonoma, a confirmation class, 

and is now finishing a white brocade altar set. Last year she made the purple set. This in spite of 
the fact that she has arthritis in her hands! The Santa Rosa Church has been robbed of its 
vestments. 

She writes, "You must miss the California sunshine!" The sun does manage to squeeze 
through every now and then, and it was lots of fun seeing and smelling the beautiful snowflakes, 
after 16 years without them. They fell right up into May. It's so warm indoors that we keep our 
window wide open day and night, and there is such a dear friendly spirit in this house and 
beautiful Chapel from the Chaplain and Head Nurse down to the old men who keep the marble 
floors clean! Of course the treatments are the best ever, and what do you think! They let a dog 
sleep in a patient's room, and one of the nurses has a darling cocker spaniel, Woo, a lady, only 
we forget and call her Peter. They give special rates to the Church, so there are always mission-
aries from far countries here. 

E. E. S. 

Deaconess Riebe, Clark and Putnam have all reached China safely and are happy to be back 
at their work. 



IN MEMORIAM 

Deaconess Dora Dawson (Sister Dora) was born August 7th, 1848 and died on December 
28th, 1945. Miss Mary Barron of The Church Home, Hartford, writes, "On the evening of Decem-
ber 17th Sr. Dora was stricken and lingered partly paralyzed. She was conscious and interested 
in all of the seasonal doings in which we were engaged until the very last day. We miss her 
more than I can say. She was always cheery, a comforting and gay companion to all members of 
our household. I have known her since she came to Hartford and always enjoyed her. She was 
buried at Newbury, N. Y. where services were conducted by Bishop Budlong of Connecticut, a 
friend of many years, and by an old Rector whom she had known in days gone by." 

In 1897 she joined The Christian Helpers and nursed at St. John's Episcopal Hospital, Brook-
lyn, N. Y. She not only gave her time and herself to care for the sick in Brooklyn, but she was 
one of the number who nursed sick soldiers of the Spanish-American War who were taken to the 
Chapel, temporarily turned into a ward. Later as a member of the Visiting Nurse's Association 
she became very valuable, nursing in more prosperous families. A friend writes. "She was a won-
derful woman, and many had cause to call her blessed." 

Bishop Budlong writes of her—"She left Brooklyn to come to help me in a downtown parish 
in Christ Church, St. Paul, Minnesota, in 1910, and was of inestimable assistance to me there and 
later in St. Peter's Parish, Chicago. Illinois; in the Church of the Ascension, Pittsburgh, Penna., 
and in Christ Church, Greenwich, Conn. It was while she was serving in Pittsburgh that Bishop 
Whitehead admitted her to the Order of Deaconesses. 

"For the past ten years she had lived in the Episcopal Church Home in Hartford. where she 
was much beloved as she had been by all who knew her throughout her life. She passed into the 
Life beyond life two days after Christmas, 1945." 

On January 14th Deaconess Leonora Marie Kelton died in Los Angeles, California, after an 
illness of several months. She was born of New England parentage May 16. 1875, in Brooklyn, 
N. Y. 

The funeral service was held in St. Paul's Cathedral, Los Angeles. on January 17 at 11:30 
A.M., Bishop Stevens, Bishop Gooden and Fr. Hause, Chaplain of the Hospital of the Good Samari-
tan, officiating, the pallbearers being six priests of the Diocese. Deaconess Kelton's three favorite 
hymns were sung. 

She received her training at the Church Training and Deaconess House in Philadelphia, and 
after graduating in 1907 was sent as the first Thank-offering worker to Cuba where she did teach-
ing and social service work for war orphans. 

On account of a break down in health she returned to New York. engaging in institutional 
work at Holy Trinity Church where a thousand children attended. 

In 1916 she was called to Sacramento, California, and on May 16, 1917 in St. Paul's Church 
was ordered deaconess by Bishop Moreland. She organized the first interdenominational and 
interracial work in that city, being instrumental in establishing St. Barnabas Community Home 
with fifteen different nationalities attending. When plans were being made to build St. Barnahas, 
Bishop Moreland informed her that he had a mortgage on the lot of a thousand dollars. She 
prayed that the money might be supplied. Without any knowledge of her need a sister in New 
York wrote that her share of a piece of family property had sold for a thousand dollars. 

In 1927 she re-established the Home of the Merciful Saviour for crippled and invalid children 
where also girls received vocational training. Another phase of the work was among Japanese 
women by a woman who had lived in Japan. 

Deaconess Kelton was a member of the Los Angeles Deaconess Chapter and of the Los 
Angeles Colony of the National Society of New England Women. 

Deaconess Theodora L. Paine was born on February 6, 1871 at Troy, Penna. She was gradu-
ated from Smith College in June 1896, and then from the New York Training School for Deacon-
esses in 1902. She went to China in the fall of 1905 and gave a long service in the Diocese of 
Shanghai, mostly in the city of Changshu of the Kiangsi Province. Her work was evangelistic 
with a group of Chinese Bible Women as assistants in the rural parishes in that area. She 
resigned from the work in 1929, and since then had lived again in her home town, Troy, Penna., 
where she died on March 3rd, 1946. She never came out to any gathering of Deaconesses during 
these years, so few of us knew her at all. We are sure that many of her (linese associates 
would be glad to add their tribute to her loyal service in their midst were that possible. 

Deaconess Mary E. Libbey was born in Boston. Mass. in 1859, and died there in April 1946. 
She was educated in the Boston public schools and in the New York Training School for 

Deaconesses, being graduated in 1901. Then she worked at the Cathedral in Washington. D. C., 
until she returned to Boston, the city she loved, in October 1905. She worked in Emmanuel 
Church from then until her retirement in 1936. For many years she was House•Mother of the 
Students' House established in 1907 for girl students, having no place to live in Boston. She saw 
this work grow in size and usefulness until the later establishment at 96 Fenway. She also car- 



ried on a fine vacation house in the summer, for poor mothers and children, from the mission 
church which Emmanuel Church supported, and during the years conducted a Mothers' Meeting 
weekly. She had the care of the Altars and was Choir Mother for these many years as well. 

Her funeral was held in the Lindsey Memorial Chapel of Emmanuel Church. at 2:30 on April 
29th. Her death came as a sorrow to hundreds of her friends, and to many clergymen, as well as 
to former members of the choir. 

She had remained a faithful member and worshipper to the end. 
May she rest in peace, 0 Lord, and may light perpetual shine upon her. 

PRAYERS 
Call upon me and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you, and ye shall seek me, and find 

me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. And I will be found of you, saith the Lord. 
THANKSGIVING: 

For a beautiful life just passed into His nearer Presence. E.H.C. 
That the many different nationalities represented in the Toronto Training School have brought 

a new vision to all connected with the school. 
We give thanks for the joy of ministering to the needs of those entrusted to our care—God's 

Holy Name be praised. G.T.S. and H.H.E. 
Let thanksgiving be offered that the Bishop of Eau Claire has requested deaconesses to help 

him with his rural work, and that one Deaconess has already been able to accept his call. E.E.S. 
O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered, whose goodness passeth man's understanding: 

we give Thee humble and hearty thanks for the gifts which Thou hast bestowed upon us; and as 
Thou hast heard the prayers of those who have called upon Thee, so do Thou evermore dispose 
the way of Thy servants toward the attainment of everlasting life. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Think of stepping on shore and finding it heaven! 
Of taking hold of a hand and finding it God's hand! 
Of breathing a new air and finding it Celestial Air! 
Of feeling invigorated and finding it immortality! 
Of passing from storm and tempest to perfect calm! 
Of waking and knowing "I am Home!" 

By "A Sister of Mercy." 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where 
there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there isdespair, hope; where there is 
darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be under-
stood as to understand; to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; it is in dying 
that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 

INTERCESSIONS: 

May God grant wisdom and courage to the Deaconess-in-Charge of Brownson Home. Victoria, 
Texas. in the upbringing of thirteen little boys and girls that theirs may be an abundant and 
fruitful life. G.H. 

For a returned soldier crippled with infantile paralysis a realization of God's comforting and 
healing Presence. E.H.C. 

For Laura Napper, Deaconess, permanent benefit from her stay in the Good Samaritan Hos-
pital, Los Angeles. 

That a Deaconess may offer to take charge of the Deaconess House in Los Angeles, and that 
it may be made a home for those needing nursing care. 

That the Deaconesses and guests may find the Chapel the heart of the House, and so find 
inspiration for daily life. L.R.C. 

That Deaconess Steiger, who at the age of 93 is still sometimes able to go to the County 
Farm, may be blessed in her ministry there. 

For our Deaconesses and Missionary Training Schools in all lands. 
O God of light and truth, we pray Thee for all schools and colleges at home and in mission 

lands, that those who teach in them may be taught of Thee, and that those who learn may be 
guided by Thy Spirit and instructed by Thy heavenly wisdom: through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



For More Workers: Grant, 0 Lord of the Harvest, that a greater number of our young men 
and women with the gifts of teaching and healing may be filled with a hearty desire to make Thy 
way known upon earth: Give them grace to dedicate their lives to Thy service, and this we ask 
in the name of Jesus our Saviour. Amen. 

For Deaconesses Grace E. Smith and Harriet H. English, in their joyous work at St. Anne's 
Mission, El Paso. 

For a fruitful ministry to the Deaconess working in a new field in the Diocese of Eau Claire. 
That other deaconesses may respond to this need. That priests may be found to take charge, and 
that all of us working together may further the work of the Master. E.S. 

0 living Christ, make us conscious now of thy healing nearness. Touch our eyes that we may 
see thee; open our ears that we may hear thy voice; enter our hearts that we may know thy love. 
Overshadow our souls and bodies with thy presence, that we may partake of thy strength, thy 
love, and thy healing life. Amen. 

TRAINING SCHOOLS 

ST. MARGARET'S HOUSE, BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 
KATHARINE A. GRAMMAR, Dean 

We have at present six students, three of whom will complete their training this year. One 
of the three is in the process of making plans to go to the foreign field but her appointment has 
not yet been made. 

We have made a change as to the degree offered, and we have made various changes in our 
household equipment and management. 

St. Margaret's Messenger is a new venture of the Alumnae. In the March issue Dean 
Springer writes from Washington, D. C. where she has gone to live with her friend, Miss Legg. 
Dean Grammar writes of "the necessity to find that rhythm of worship, study, physical work, play 
and rest which is most beneficial to the individual. For such appropriate rhythm will be needed 
later where it will be hard to locate it on the job." In regard to the degree, it will mean the 
acquisition of certain recognizably needed knowledge and skill. 

A new venture in the course is that students are now ministering to isolated families through 
the Churdh-School by mail. Twenty-four families are contacted monthly by a letter to the parents 
and to the individual children, thus assisting the parents in the Christian education of their 
children. 

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND DEACONESS AND MISSIONARY 
TRAINING HOUSE IN TORONTO 

Deaconess F. M. WATTS, Principal 

The past year has been a good one, ten students returned after various types of summer work 
on Sunday School by Post Vans, Camps, Indian Schools and Parish Work. Eight new students 
entered for training, making eighteen in all. They have been an unusually interesting group, both 
interracial and international. One girl from the Canadian Diocese of Honan, China, is working 
for her M.A. degree. A Canadian born Japanese is a missionary candidate. A recently baptized 
Hebrew girl is full of joy and zeal, and hopes to work among her own people. A Cree Indian 
now completing a two year course hopes to work among her own people; a young missionary from 
Nigeria, Africa, taking a special course made Africa more real to us. One left us during the 
term for Africa. Two others are preparing for India, two for China, and the rest for various fields 
of work in Canada. 

Two graduates have done excellent work as assistants to the Chaplains in the Camps of our 
Canadian Women's Corp. 

Some of the students have presented their call and training at various meetings, thus extend-
ing the interest in this important task of preparing trained leaders for the Church. The challenge 
is for more young men and women to train for the many opportunities of service presented in 
these post-war days. 

DEACONESSES AT WORK: 

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, MAUSTON, WISCONSIN 
Deaconess EVELYN E. SEYMOUR 

My work in Wisconsin, Diocese of Eau Claire, is very different from anything I have done 
until now. At the present time I have complete charge of three town churches, Mauston. Tomah 
and Sparta. The rural area surrounding these towns covers two entire counties. Needless to say, 
without a car I can do little visiting except where I can walk. The Greyhound busses have con-
venient schedules so that I can arrange to be in town each week to hold services. 

These missions hold every promise of becoming independent parishes, but for the present are 
at a low ebb due to the lack of clergy and pastorial care. We have Mission Boards or Vestries 



which take a real interest in the upkeep of the property. We try to have vestry meetings once a 
month and discuss the affairs of the Mission. Holding Vestry meetings with doctors, merchants, 
lawyers, building contractors and well-to-do farmers is a new experience to me. Our biggest 
problem at the present is one of education. Men, women and children know little about their 
Church or what it should mean to them. To many the Church is just another club that they like 
to belong to. The Church Schools are small with little or no equipment, and no suitable places 
for classes. 

A Deaconess in these parts is a rare curiosity, and I am sure it will take some time before 
we can make a place for ourselves in the Community. Although I do the work of a pastor, folks 
aren't used to a "female deacon". I have no "parsonage", no office, no home, only a room where 
I try to carry on some work. Meetings are held in the homes, and at Tomah I have had to be 
the janitor as well as the "preacher", when I hold service. 

Because we have no Priest within a reasonable distance, the Bishop has Reserved the Blessed 
Sacrament, and given me permission to carry It to the sick or dying in emergencies. I would be 
interested to know if Deaconesses in other remote areas have been allowed this privilege. The 
Bishop comes once a month for the Service of Holy Communion, and this year it meant services 
on the first Sunday in Lent and Palm Sunday only. 

Since taking over this work I have had to contract for repair work, and investigate heating 
plants, check up on State laws concerning public buildings, and represent the Church in the local 
Ministerial Association: I have been invited to take part in the Union Services. 

The folks have been most responsive to my efforts on their behalf, and I wish that we could 
have a Deaconess at every Mission where there is no resident Priest. It is my earnest desire to 
do my work so faithfully that the people and Priests in this diocese will make this demand. I 
am confident that there are many women who will want to answer a call as challenging as the 
work here in the Diocese of Eau Claire. 

BROWNSON HOME, VICTORIA, TEXAS 
Deaconess GLADYS HALL 

Brownson Home is a very beautiful gracious home, endowed by Mrs. Brownson as a memorial 
to her husband. A beautiful building—one story, spreads itself comfortably in the midst of ten 
acres of lawn, trees, roses and such glorious Easter lilies as to leave one breathlessly excited. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brownson had no children, so Mrs. Brownson is doing for these children what 
they would have done for their own. There have never been more than the thirteen boys and 
girls—"Charter members"—and but four families are represented in this original group. A 
happy group I have found them, well, lusty, wholesome, having made for themselves an enviable 
place in church, and school and community. 

Our Lent was a good one. As an Easter offering for self, and sacrifice of time and effort, 
the older boys and girls were learning a Bible verse, a psalm or hymn each day. They were 
given a piece of money for their self denial card or mite box. Margaret Anne, age five, our only 
pre-school child, who manages remarkably well to maintain her identity and voice midst a pre-
dominantly older group, was puzzled for the moment how to meet this situation. The very audible 
process of memorizing solved Margaret's problem. She had learned this verse or psalm even 
before she had realized it, for when boy or girl stumbled she could prompt them! Then the 
whole came pouring forth, and Margaret Anne walked away with honors and a mite box full 
to overflowing. Her little voice and sweet face were a paean of praise. 

Richard, our stormy petrel, our joy and our despair, rushed in a week ago with some bird's 
eggs which had fallen from a nest destroyed by wind and rain. We are now in the process of 
hatching the eggs. By day they nest quietly in cotton bath neath the hot water heater. By night 
I have my suspicious that they lie precariously nested in the curve of his arm held close to his 
impulsive heart, so eager, so confident, so impatient to shorten the hatching period. I am careful 
not to let him see too much of the doubt I may feel for the fruition of his experiment and high hope. 

There is much of thanksgiving in my heart for such kind and generous folk who make pos-
sible this home for children who have too many parents. There is thanksgiving for the democratic 
society which makes possible so comfortable an adjustment, and always there are intercessions for 
their well being in Christ Jesus, Who died with arms outstretched that theirs might be an 
abundant and fruitful life. 

ST. ANNE'S MISSION, STATION A, BOX 3097, EL PASO, TEXAS 
GRACE E. SMITH, Deaconess 

HARRIET H. ENGLISH, Deaconess 
Our numbers are few, but what we lack in quantity is overbalanced by quality. 
During the Epiphany season the children of the Church School gave 36.10 for the Recon-

struction and Advance Fund. Then they began working hard to earn money for their mite-boxes. 
One small boy was offered 25 cents if he would go with the Deaconess to get some manure for 
her garden patch. He jumped at the chance and worked like a Trojan cleaning out a neighbor's 
hen house. 

But instead of putting it in his mite box he gave it to his mother for her Thankoffering box. 
Truly that offering is twice blessed. This boy is one of five preparing for confirmation, all 
equally thoughtful and self-giving. We are very grateful for the privilege of ministering to the 
needs of these His children committed to our care. 
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A PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS 
0 heavenly Father, who hast declared thy love to men by the birth of the Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
help us to welcome Him with gladness and to make room for Him in our common days; so that 
we may live at peace with one another, and in goodwill with all thy family; through the same 
thy Son Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 

AN OPEN LETTER FROM OUR NEW CHAIRMAN 
Dear Deaconesses: 

It was with amazement that I found myself elected Chairman of the National Executive Com-
mittee of the National Conference of Deaconesses. I am most grateful to be so honored. 

To carry such responsibility, the cooperation of each deaconess will be necessary. The members 
of the National Executive Committee join me in asking each of you to send in suggestions that we 
may strive together to carry on the Master's work. Please pray earnestly that I may have added 
consecration, wisdom and courage. Also please let me know if one of you has a serious illness. Your 
prayers helped me so much last spring. 

The deaconesses and other friends of St. Faith's have done marvelously well, the last two 
years in supplying funds for operating the Training School. As costs are rising, we must put forth 
more effort and even increase our gifts. Now is the time people are looking at their income taxes. 
Let us offer them the chance to give some of that 15% allowed by the government to St. Faith's 
House. Ask your Woman's Auxiliary. Most of them have money. Send at once to Deaconess Johnson 
for publicity material. Let us "get the publicity out; Get the money in." 

Faithfully yours, 
LILLIAN W. CROW, 

Chairman 
Deaconess Johnson reports that there are two Juniors, one Special Student, and four fine Seniors 

at St. Faith's for this new term. She is thankful for efficient help in the domestic part of the school 
as well. So are all of us who know of the hard time they had last spring due to lack of help. 

THE MEETING OF THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 
Christ Church, Philadelphia, Sept. 9, 1946 

The Triennial meeting of the National Conference of Deaconesses was held on September 9, 
1946 at Christ Church Neighborhood House, Philadelphia, Pa. The meeting was preceded by Holy 
Communion in Christ Church, the Rev. Alfred M. Smith of City Mission, Philadelphia, celebrating 
assisted by the Rev. Felix Kloman, Rector of Christ Church. After a quiet breakfast in the 
Neighborhood House, Meditations were conducted in the church by the Rev. Alfred M. Smith. 

This was followed by the Business meeting of the Conference. It was opened with prayer by 
the Chairman, Deaconess Ruth Johnson. Twenty-eight deaconesses were present, representing 18 



dioceses. The newest deaconess, Celia Brown was introduced to the group and given a warm 
welcome. 

Minutes of the last Triennial meeting held in Kansas City (1940) were read and approved 
The Treasurer's report was read and accepted: 

Balance on hand September 9, 1946 
General Fund 	 $91.51 
Emergency Fund 	  42.75 

TOTAL 	 $134.26 
The Chairman appointed Deaconesses Betz, Seymour and Dunlap to act as tellers with Deaconess 

West, Chairman of the Nominating Committee. 
The Chairman reported on the state of the Deaconess Order *since the last meeting at Kansas 

City in 1940, there having been no meeting in 1943 at Cleveland. Since that time 35 Deaconesses 
have entered into the Larger Life; and five have been Set Apart—making a total of 162 deaconesses 
in the Church at the present time. 

REPORTS 
(See Reports appended) 

Provincial reports were read and placed on file. 
Chapter reports were read and placed on file. 
At 12 Noon INTERCESSIONS were conducted by the Chairman. 
Deaconess West reported on the Retiring Fund for Deaconesses. 
Deaconess Phelps reported on Publicity and Promotion. 

Discussion followed the report on Publicity and Promotion. Those deaconesses who had attended 
summer Conferences told of what had been done, or what they themselves had done at such 
conferences to publicize the Deaconess Order. 
While on the subject of Publicity and the securing of students for the school, problems con-
cerning the choice of such students were discussed at this time, resulting in the following 
suggestions: 

(a) Week-end conferences at the Training School to give the Head Deaconess an 
opportunity to know the applicant. 

(b) Send an applicant to a mission, for a month of work, to assist a deaconess in her 
work there. 

(c) Keep in constant touch with High School girls who are interested until they are 
"of age". 

Meeting adjourned for Luncheon which was served at Neighborhood House. After luncheon a 
picture of the group was taken. 
Then the Meeting re-convened. 

A Report was given by Deaconess Ruth Johnson, Head Deaconess of the New York Training 
School. 

This was a detailed report of the re-opening process, as all this had taken place since the last 
Triennial meeting in 1940. 

The Head Deaconess reported the School was financially in a healthy state. She told something 
of the students and their work during the past year. The deaconesses who had had the students under 
their supervision during the summer reported on the high quality of the young women now in 
training. 

(Deaconess Phelps at this time asked if any of the present students came to the school through 
the Publicity that had been sent out. It was discovered that three of the four came definitely through 
contact with deaconesses). 

Deaconess Johnson told of the new course to be given to the students this year at Bellevue 
Hospital. 

Deaconess Stewart gave an interesting report on the Central Deaconess House at Hindhead, 
England. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
The matter of continuing the Provincial Representatives was discussed and whether or not 

this office was still necessary. The question was referred to the Executive Committee for further 
study and decision. 

NEW BUSINESS 
It has been brought to the attention of the Deaconesses that there is no Directory of any 

sort for anyone to find out anything about Deaconesses. It was moved by litaconess Betz and 
seconded that the Executive Committee be requested to investigate the possibility of Deaconesses 
being included in Stow's Directory, or if that is not possible that something similar be arranged. 
Motion carried. 

The suggestion was made by Deaconess Johnson that a monthly paper be sent out to Church 
members containing information about deaconesses and their work, which could perhaps be used 
in Parish or Diocesan papers, in an effort to keep the work of Deaconesses constantly before the 
people. 

The question of Deaconess Patterson's Chart on the Christian Year was presented. The Com-
mittee reported that they understood Deaconess Patterson herself was making plans for re-printing 
same, so they had withdrawn their investigations. 



Deaconess West presented the subject of canonical Residence of Deaconesses, as when a pension 
is desired through the Retiring Fund there is often confusion as to the place of canonical residence 
of the deaconess in question. She also reported that one of the conditions for the Retiring Fund 
is that an applicant must be a deaconess in "good standing". This term has never been definitely 
understood. It was suggested that the Chairman write to the Deaconesses to ascertain what is 
really their canonical residence. 

The Chairman referred to the splendid "History of Deaconesses" written by Deaconess Amy 
Thompson. This was turned over to the new Executive Committee for further study and action. 

The Advisory Commission's report to be sent to General Convention was read by Deaconess 
Johnson. The report did not meet the approval of the Deaconesses present as no provision was 
made in the report for a Deaconess Training School under the supervision of a deaconess. A motion 
was made by Deaconess Newbold that a Committee be appointed made up of those Deaconesses on 
the Commission to take suitable action regarding the report of the Advisory Commission, including 
seeing representatives of the Church Press. Motion seconded by Deaconess Bechtol. Motion carried. 
(See Living Church Sept. 7, 1946, for report). 

It was moved and seconded that letters of appreciation for the splendid way the Conference 
had been entertained be sent to: 

The Pennsylvania Chapter of Deaconesses, 
Mrs. Jeffries, Dr. Kloman, The Sexton, Fr. Smith. 
Report of the Nominating Committee for members to the Executive Committee was read: 

83 Votes Cast—the following were elected: Deaconess Jane B. Gillespy Deaconess Clara Searle 
Deaconess Lillian Crow. Deaconess Margate Booz 

The members who remain on the Executive Committee are as follows: Deaconess Margaret Bechtol 
Deaconess Amy Thompson—(Resigned—place to be filled) Deaconess Edith A. Booth 
Deaconess Gertrude Stewart 
It was moved by Deaconess Bechtol and seconded that the Head of the New York Training 

School for Deaconesses be a member of the Executive Committee Ex-Officio. Motion carried, so 
Deaconess Ruth Johnson is also a member. 

Meeting adjourned 5 P. M. 
Respectfully submitted, 

EDITH A. BOOTH, Deaconess, Secretary 

DEACONESSES PRESENT AT MEETING 
ARIZONA 
Miriam B. Allen 
CENTRAL NEW YORK 
Hilda L. Dieterly 
CONNECTICUT 
Ruth E. Byllesby 
CALIFORNIA 
Katharine Phelps 
DALLAS 
Lillian W. Crow 
EAU CLAIRE 
Evelyn Seymour 
HANKOW 
Gertrude Stewart 
LONG ISLAND 
Dorothea F. Betz 

NEWARK 
Lydia A. Ramsay 
NEW YORK 
Ruth Johnson 
Mary C. West 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Celia E. Brown 
Mabel Adams 
Lillian M. Kaiglui 
Zulma Bispham 
Elizabeth Newbold 
SOUTHERN VIRGINIA 
Madeline Dunlap 	 QUINCY 
SOUTHWESTERN VIRGINIA Mary P. Truesdell  
Margaret Booz 
Amelia Brereton 
Margaret D. Binns 

REPORTS GIVEN AT MEETING 

Anne W. Newman 
Edith A. Booth 
VIRGINIA 
Grace Cox 
WASHINGTON 
Frances B. Afiledc 
Margaret, Bechtol 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Mary C. Hettler 
RHODE ISLAND 
Jane B. Gillespy 

Report of the Committee on Publicity and Promotion: 
In February 1945 our Committee on Publicity and Promotion was formed. During the summer 

the co-chairmen met for a few days and sent out letters to all committee members with suggestions 
for action; and to all deaconesses a prayer for the increase of the Order. Two thirds of our member-
ship promised to use it, some asked for copies to distribute to friends, some have got it used by 
their rectors and Auxiiary officers. 

In some dioceses good work was done by getting the names and addresses of Churchwomen in 
the armed forces and cards were sent them calling their attention to the needs of the Church for the 
service of women, and the opportunities for training at St. Faith's. 

Some Bishops agreed to send our folders to each of their clergy and a few deaconesses also 
sent copies to all the clergy in their dioceses. 

Deaconesses who get about to Conferences and Convocations or Church meetings carry our 
literature and have distributed a good deal, as well as speaking about the order. Deaconess Mary 
Dawson, on furlough from the Philippines, has had many opportunities to speak of her work 
and usually finds an opening to speak of our Order, especially where she is the first deaconess ever 
seen. 



Deaconess Putman had a fine opportunity and made good use of it at a seminar on Religious 
Education in Cambridge. Many young clergymen wanted to know what deaconesses were and were 
glad to have the printed information. 

It has been felt by many that too few young women ever know about the possibility of service 
as deaconesses because the clergy have never told them about it. So, as a means of enlisting the 
interest and cooperation of the clergy of the future, letters were sent to the Deans of each of our 
Seminaries with our folders and leaflets, asking that the subject be presented to the students. 
Berkeley and Sewanee invited deaconesses to come and speak to the student body. Others replied 
they would present the subject in the autumn. Deaconess Booth, who spoke to the students at 
Sewanee—she had previously spoken at the Virginia Seminary—was received with great interest, 
and she feels strongly that the personal contact is of much more value than literature alone which 
is often not read. 

Two new leaflets have been prepared: one, The Call to be a Deaconess, was written by the 
Executive Committee and published by the National Council, and a copy of this was sent by Bishop 
Randall to each Bishop in the Church and to the Diocesan Educational Secretaries of the Woman's 
Auxiliaries. 

Each Bishop also received copies of the Service of Setting Apart of a Deaconess and of the 
Sermon preached at the Setting Apart of Deaconess Ashcroft. 

Miss Elizabeth McCracken has been able to get items about deaconesses into The Living 
Church and several Diocesan papers. And so some of the dense ignorance about the Deaconess 
Order is being gradually dispelled. 

But surely the most effective publicity is the deaconess herself who shows by her joy in her 
vocation that her way of life is one of great satisfaction and happiness. 

GERTRUDE STEWART 
'CATHARINE E. PHELPS 

THE RETIRING FUND FOR DEACONESSES 
TRIENNIAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-1943-1946 

The Corporation of this Fund,—which includes every deaconess in the Church,—has greatly 
changed in membership during the three years since 1943. One Deaconess was set apart in 1944 
and two in 1945 which is most encouraging. But there have been twenty (20) deaths and the total 
number now stands at 161. 

Two Beneficiaries died, Mercedes Gore and Leonora Kelton, leaving ten (10) who are now 
drawing an allowance each month, totalling nearly five thousand dollars ($5,000) per year. The 
general allowance has been raised from $20 to $30 because of additional income available. Others 
receive variable amounts according to their expenses and other income which they receive. 

The present Directors are Deaconesses Bechtol, Betz Dieterly, Johnson, Searle, Stewart, and 
West. Deaconesses Bateman and Eleanor Smith were on the Board part of the time, and Deaconess 
Goodwin died while in office. 

We note the loss also of our very good friend and advisor, The Rev. John Henry Hopkins. 
Contributions trickle in steadily and continuously. Starting with the Pence Box Offering for 

expenses which has grown to about $200 a year and gives d chance to many to contribute small 
sums; then there are annual gifts from Woman's Auxiliaries, Dallas, Kansas, Pittsburgh; Chicago 
gives every month in the year; and other dioceses occasionally. Los Angeles has been very generous; 
surprising gifts come from various individuals; and there have been four Bequests: totalling nearly 
$12,000. 

Mrs. Myra Carter Church 	 $10,000 
Deaconess Henrietta Rue Goodwin 	  1,169 
Deaconess Mary Shepard  	600 
Miss Maria Kinnaird  	200 $11,969 

Copies of the By-Laws are available, reprinted so as to include St. Faith's Fund; also copies 
of the History of the Fund; and "A Gallant Life" is for sale, (a biography of Deaconess Virginia 
Young.) 

To keep before us the many memorials that have been given to the Fund, a Memorial Book has 
been prepared, covering the years 1928-1945. 

A second book of LARGER GIFTS includes the names of all who have given $50 or more 
and is very illuminating, especially the record of the earlier years when we struggled up from the 
first $100. 

For some years no special appeal for the Fund has been made, the advertisement in FORTH 
and in the LIVING CHURCH are all we have now but one will also be in the next edition of 
STOWS DIRECTORY. 

The amount and status of the Fund is due entirely to the vigilance and expert management of 
the Treasurer, Gen. Beckwith. He employs the best Financial Advisors, (Lybrand Ross Bros. and 
Montgomery) , ; the best auditors (B. W. Axe & Co.) and the funds are kept in the Bank of New 
York; all of which proves the care with which the Fund is guarded. The apartment house which 
brings in 6% is about 1/3 of our assets; except a few unfortunate mortgages, the rest is in stocks and 
bonds. During the war we had $22,000 in War Bonds, as we are tax exempt, it seemed a patriotic 
thing to do. Investments are changed as better bonds with higher interest come on the market so 
that income is kept at the highest figure within safety. 



May we say in closing that we have never refused any application for lack of income. We wish 
we could raise the allowances and do so periodically. We look forward to the years 1946-1949 with 
great hopes that the present $130,000 may be largely increased, if not doubled. It has doubled in 
the last four years 

Respectfully submitted, 
MARY C. WEST, Sec'y 

OPEN HOUSE AT ST. FAITH'S 
The staff and students of the New York Training School joined the Alumnae Association in 

keeping Open House at St. Faith's on Friday afternoon, Nov. 15th. The main object was to acquaint 
the clergy of Manhattan with the School. The Executive Committee of the Alumnae Association 
sent out the invitations and over seventy-five guests responded, twenty of whom were clergy. The 
Seniors acted as guides in showing the House, not only the first floor but the students' rooms on the 
second floor and the Common Room on the third floor. Tea was served in the Refectory, Mrs. Hand, 
Mrs. Shepard, and Deaconess West assisting in pouring. In the Library the Story of St. Faith was 
presented, Victoria Kilgore taking the part of St. Faith and Lorraine that of the student. Evensong 
was sung in the Chapel at 5 o'clock, the guests singing the processional hymn as they moved from 
the Library to the Chapel. Canon Sparks conducted the service and Lorraine Bush read the lessons. 
One of the honored guests was Bishop Gilbert. 

PUBLICITY AND PROMOTION 
The Church News of the Diocese of Dallas has a printed picture of the group of Deaconesses 

attending the National Conference in Philadelphia, on September 9th, and a few statements about 
the Conference. How about your Diocesan paper? Can you not give items to it for publication at 
various times? Just watch for items of interest concerning the Order and pass them on to others. 
In that way, everyone can help others know more about it, and thus gain new candidates for the 
Order and promote the work of the Church. 

MEDITATIONS AT THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 
September 9, 1946, at Christ Church, Philadelphia 

The Rev. Alfred M. Smith, Conductor 

AN EXAMINATION OF OUR LORD'S PRAYER LIFE 
In assuming humanity, our Lord identified himself with us, except for sin. Through all the 

Gospels we are told how He prayed. At His Baptism He came out of the water praying; in His 
temptations He prayed; when He called His disciples He prayed as He considered their qualifications; 
He cast the traders out of His Father's House of Prayer. He was instant in prayer, and so intense 
was His prayer that His disciples asked Him to teach them to pray. He prayed without ceasing 
and prayed fasting. He said "This kind comes not out except by prayer and fasting". Always He 
prayed. Do we? Are we too busy? Do we put it off? Or do we do it like He did? 

Prayer is a state, difficult of approach, only through the "Abba, Father". We must live it, 
surround everything with an atmosphere of prayer, with a frequency of prayer. As He prayed He 
healed a leper, He went into the desert and he fed the multitude. He cried, "I thank Thee Father." 
He spent whole nights in prayer, and anytime, every time He prayed. How often do we pray? How 
often do ejaculatory prayers rise to our Father? 

Consider the intensity of our Lord's life; in the wilderness so intense was He that He was 
unaware of hunger; at the Transfiguration He was really transfigured by the very intensity that 
poured through Him. In the 17th Chapter of St. John how full of meaning is His great high-
priestly prayer; in Gethsemane what intensity could have been so great as to bring great drops of 
blood upon His brow; what intensity could conquer death? How intense are our prayers? Do we 
agonize as He did? Do we pray our problems through? Do we pray just through habit, or until 
temptation is conquered? Are our prayers just words? Are we recollected in our Communions? 
Are we cursed with wandering thoughts? How we fail by His standards! Do we say with Peter, 
"Depart from me, for I am a sinful man?" We are bidden to strive for His perfection; we never 
know how far we can reach. Never give up; struggle to reach His infinite perfection. That is our 
ideal. Importance, frequency, intensity. 

In every thing He did, He prepared. He spent forty days in the wilderness, resisting Satan's 
efforts to cause Him to take a short cut, to do less than His Father's will. In Gethsemane He 
prayed and the disciples slept. How great a difference in the result! They ran away, He overcame 
death and rose victorious. Do we prepare with searching prayer? Do we accept the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit? Do we fail to listen? Is our thinking imperfect? He prayed much. If he felt the 
need, how much more should we? 

Our Lord's life of prayer was characterized by Power. His human personality was a channel 
by which God revealed Himself. Things happened in His life. No other did such works the 
people said. His prayer life was related to His Father and to His work. He said, "I seek not my own 
will but the will of my Father." Our own wills get in our way. We seek our wants, not our needs. 
Peace, harmony with God are the reward. It is not easy, so we fail. He changed things with His 
prayers, the sick, the apostles and others. We see Peter and Paul filled with power by prayer and 
being close to Him. St. Paul said, No longer I—but Christ" and "I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me." We must make our lives reflective, receptive. To do effective social 



work we must follow His way, frequent, regular, systematic, never neglected, intense, concentrated 
prayer, then are we co-workers with Christ. 

He tried to glorify God, never Himself. When He raised Lazarus He said it was to glorify 
His Father. In the upper room He said "herein is my Father glorified that ye bear much fruit". 
What we think and do and are, is the searching test. Is God glorified by my life? Do I get 
myself between Him and His work? Does our weakness cause others to offend? Does our sloth 
or procrastination harm others? Are we saving ourselves or others? Saving instead of spending? 
His mercy, •His kindness, His self-sacrifice, His unending efforts were all for others, not one 
thing for Himself. 

Christ established a Kingdom. Satan tried to draw men away. He glorified God by prayer—
"Hallowed be Thy Name". He lifted others up, never by stepping down. 0 that men might 
glorify God on account of my life—that I might be a co-worker with Him! 

First—His name hallowed and glorified by my life. 
Second—His kingdom strengthened by my prayers and efforts. 
Third—My will always in harmony with His will. 

It is difficult, but possible. 
My will plus God's grace to supply power will make all things possible, as St. Paul said, "I 

can do all things through Christ who strengthens me". May we rededicate our lives to God. 

THE RETREAT. 
The Retreat at St. Faith's House had a smaller attendance than usual this year, due to many 

deaconesses having been in Philadelphia at the National Conference and for part or all of the 
General Convention, and so were not able to go to New York as well. Yet there was a group who 
felt it a great privilege to have the time together in the beauty of the Cathedral for part of the 
time and in St. Faith's Chapel for the series of meditations, given by the Canon Precentor, the 
Rev. James Green. The Retreat began on Wednesday evening, September 25th, and closed after 
the morning service on Friday, the 27th. That morning the Corporation of the Retiring Fund for 
Deaconesses met in the Library of St. Faith's, with nine deaconesses in attendance, which just 
gave a quorum to conduct the business necessary. The minutes of that meeting follow for your 
information. 

An informal conference was then held, Deaconess Johnson presiding. It was to go over some 
of the points covered in the National meeting on September 9th for the information of some who 
had not been in Philadelphia at that meeting. 

MEETING OF THE CORPORATION OF THE RETIRING FUND FOR DEACONESSES 
The Nineteenth Annual Meeting of the Corporation of The Retiring Fund for Deaconesses 

was held at St. Faith's House, New York, on September 27, 1946, with nine members present. 
Deaconess Lillian W. Crow was elected a member of the Board of Directors succeeding Deaconess 
Margaret Bechtol. The Treasurer announced that the Fund had gained $20,000 during the year and 
is now held at $140,000. The allowances paid to beneficiaries was $480 more than any previous 
year. A suggestion was made to the Executive Committee of the National Conference by the 
following Resolution: That in handling publicity and promotion for National Conference both 
publicity and promotion for The Retiring Fund be included. 

MARY C. WEST, 
Secretary 

IN MEMORIAM 

Deaconess Anna C. Norris died October 3rd in Christ Church Hospital, Philadelphia, after 
a long illness. She was the daughter of the late Dr. John C. Norris and Mary Irvin Norris. Bishop 
Mackay-Smith of Pennsylvania ordered her a deaconess on May 10th, 1911. During her 2(5 years 
work in the Diocese of Pennsylvania she was on the staff of St. Martha's Settlement House, and 
St. Agnes' House, and was engaged in work among the Polish children. She retired in 1936. 

A Requiem Mass and the Burial Office were in St. Mark's Church, Philadelphia, on October 
7th by the Rev. Robert C. Hubbs, assisted by the Rev. William H. Dunphy. Interment was in the 
West Laurel Cemetery, Philadelphia. 

Elizabeth C. Fracker, Deaconess, 60, on the staff of St. Andrew's Mission, Addyston, Ohio 
died August 27th in Christ Church Hospital, Cincinnati. The Rev. Benjamin Priest administered 
the last rites. 

Deaconess Fracker was born in Zanesville, Ohio, and was graduated from the public schools 
there. She later was on the staff of the public library in Zanesville. Having attended St. Faith's 
School for Deaconesses in New York, she was ordered deaconess in 1921 by the late Bishop 
Reese of Southern Ohio, in the Cathedral of St. John the Divine. She became a member of St. 
Paul's Cathedral staff, Cincinnati, but after a short time went to Christ Church, Dayton. After 
working in the Diocese of Vermont, and the District of Nevada, Deaconess Fracker joined the 
staff of St. Andrew's, Addyston. 

Services were held in St. Andrew's, August 27th, by the Rev. Stephen Ailing and the Rev. 
Canon G. P. Symons. A Requiem Mass was celebrated at St. James' Church, Zanesville, on August 
30th, by the Rev. Duncan Weeks. Interment was in Woodlawn Cemetery, Zanesville 



"The Messenger" Diocese of Southern Ohio pays a beautiful tribute to Deaconess Fradcer 
in the September-October issue. Part of it is reprinted here. 

'This Office is being read for one of God's faithful servants, Deaconess Elizabeth Chambers 
Fracker, who for ten years has gone in and out among you on errands of mercy, and who has been 
called to join the great company of the 'blessed dead who, having finished their course, do now rest 
from their labors.' " 

Knowing as we do her deep love and devotion to our Blessed Saviour and the faithful 
service that she gave, we may be sure that she has entered into the joys of Paradise, where pain 
and suffering are no more, and where the just rejoice in the presence of their Lord. But more than 
this "her works of mercy, kindliness and love will follow her"—for they will live in our hearts 
as we remember all that she so patiently and self-sacrificingly did, not for any earthly reward or 
praise but only that she might be of help to others. Her one thought, her one desire was that she 
might be of service, and she gave her life that this community might be a better place for her 
having lived in it. She still loves you and prays for you, for love is of God, and love is immortal, 
and in response to that love let us take upon our lips this prayer of the ancient Church, "May her 
soul rest in peace and may light perpetual shine upon her." 

May they rest in peace. 

PRAYERS 
True Prayer is waiting on God for Orders. 
Faith is spiritual sight. 

THANKSGIVING 
For the return of our missionaries to China, and to other foreign fields. 
We rejoice that we have the privilege of being allowed to come back and resume our work 

for our Lord and His Church in this land of China.—K. P. 
That it may please Thee to fill the whole order of Deaconesses, that being filled with love they 

may serve Thy holy Church in purity, humility and self-sacrifice. 
For all deaconesses laboring in foreign parts that they may have strength to endure, patience 

to persevere, and a rich reward in Thy Heavenly Kingdom. 
For the return of a priest, who has been serving as chaplain in the Navy, to his parish, and 

for his devotion and enthusiasm as he takes up his work again.—E. R. T. 
For the safe return of most of the young men of our parish, from the armed forces, and for 

the good condition of so many of them. 
For returning health and energy; and for the devoted, loyal helpers in the Church School, 

Girl's Friendly Society, and Woman's Auxiliary.—F. S. 
For the privilege of being a delegate at the Triennial Meeting of the Woman's Auxiliary, and 

for all the inspiration of the General Convention.—G. S. 

A THANKSGIVING FOR GOD'S BEST GIFTS 
0 God of Love, we yield thee thanks for whatsoever thou hast given us richly to enjoy, foi 

health and vigor, for love and care of home, for joys of friendship, and for every good gift of 
happiness and strength. 

We praise thee for all thy servants who by their example and encouragement have helped us 
on our way, and for every vision of thyself which thou hast ever given us in sacrament or prayer; 
and we humbly beseech thee that all these thy benefits we may use in the service and to the glory 
of thy Holy Name; through Jesus Christ, thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 

LET US PRAY 
That God will raise up workers, both American and Chinese in the great field of China that 

is ripe for the Master's harvest.—K. P. 
For the work of Deaconess Harriet Bedell in Glade Cross Mission, Everglades, Florida, among 

Indians and white people. 
For two rural Church Schools in Maine, that more pupils may be added and that God will 

guide and bless the teachers in their work. 
For a newly opened Church School in a small town, where there has not been any work 

for children for many years.—E. R. T. 
For the consciousness of God's loving presence for two dear relatives who are very ill.—E. H. C 
For St. Faith's Training School—blessing on its life and work, and strength and grace for 

the Head Deaconess, Ruth Johnson. 

A PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
0 Lord, our heavenly Father, whose blessed Son came not to be ministered unto, but to 

minister; we beseech thee to bless all who, following in his steps, give themselves to the service 
of their fellow men, espcially all deaconesses. Endue them with wisdom, patience, and courage to 
strengthen the weak and raise up those who fall; that, being inspired by thy love, they may 
worthily minister in thy Name to the suffering, the friendless, and the needy; for the sake of 
Him who laid down his life for us, the same thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



SEITING APART OF CELIA ELIZABETH BROWN 
On September 6th, 1946, the Rt. Rev. Benjamin M. Washburn, Bishop of Newark, set apart 

Celia Elizabeth Brown to the Office of Deaconess, at St. Mary's Church, Sparta, N. J. The service was 
held at eleven o'clock and was followed by the Holy Communion Service. Some guests had been 
entertained over night and others arrived that day in time for the service. The women of the 
parish prepared and served the luncheon to sevnty-five persons, using the Town Hall for the 
occasion. It was a tribute of love and was beautifully done. The candidate was presented by the 
Vicar of St. Mary's Church, the Rev. Edwin S. Ford, and the sermon was preached by the Rev. 
William J. Alberts, Rector of Christ Church, Media, Pa., to which parish Deaconess Brown has 
been called as parish deaconess. 

Mrs. Celia Brown was born in Caribou, Maine, and received her early education there, 
graduating from High School in 1923. She then .entered the Massachusetts Woman's Hospital 
Training School for Nurses in Boston. She was graduated from there in 1926 and immediately 
married Eugene M. Brown of Caribou. Upon the death of her husband four years later, she 
resumed her Nursing profession. In 1936 she entered the Aroostook State Normal School from 
which she was graduated in 1939. She then taught school for six years in Caribou. She has a 
young married daughter and a fine baby grandson. 

Deaconess Lydia A. Ramsay, now of St. Mary's Church, Sparta, was a worker in Northern 
Maine for some time, and became interested in Mrs. Brown, and encouraged her to consider 
Church work as her profession. She came to New Jersey and taught one year in Vernon. During 
that time, she was taking special religious studies and helping in parish activities. Last year she 
was a student at St. Faith's House in New York. Last summer she worked at Chase House in 
Chicago, conducting a vacation Church School. She brings these various talents into her work as 
Deaconess, and we pray for her a long, happy and blessed service in her work for our Lord and 
His Churck 

NOTICE FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 
Where can one get rubberized collars and cuffs made to order? 

At—Parsons and Parsons Co., 6545 Carnegie Avenue, Ceveland, Ohio 
Where can one find studs for a deaconess to use? 	 - 

At—Waldorf Clothing Co., 212 Union Street, Providence, R. I. 
(price $1 for a card of three.) 

NEWS ITEMS 
Deaconess E. M. Sargent of Chicago writes: The Chicago Deaconesses are planning to have 

a Quiet Day with Bishop Randall as Conductor, at the Diocesan Retreat House, of which 
Deaconess Eleanor Smith is head. This will be held on the first Monday in Advent. Deaconess 
Clara E. Orwig is now a member of the City Mission Staff. She has taken up the work of 
Deaconess Katharine Putnam, who has returned to China, and whose address is American Church 
Mission, Soochow, China. 

Dss. Putnam set out for China from Houston, Texas, on March 9th, and arrived in Shanghai 
April 10th, being one of two passengers on a freighter. After the long trip the muddy waters of 
the Yangtse were a welcome sight, as were also the Mission Traffic Manager and the office coolie 
to help her through the customs. Until recently she was in charge of one of the houses for incoming 
missionaries where she was happy to welcome Deaconesses Riebe, Clark and Ashcroft on their 
way to their stations. Until Miss Lamberton's arrival, she acted as secretary to Bishop Roberts. Upon 
the arrival of several of the missionary wives who were able to take over the hospitality house she 
was released to go to her station in Soochow, which is headquarters for diocesan work for women, 
religious education etc. She will visit the various stations, hold short term schools and classes for 
country people who have had no regular instruction in the Christian Faith, or who wish to know 
more of the Church to which they belong or are preparing to enter. She must organize religious 
education classes in the churches and in the day schools. She writes, "I can hardly wait to get 
started on the outside work, but it is necessary to supervise repairs on the house, as drain pipes, 
floors and beams need replacing, having rusted or rotted away. I have been using packing boxes 
for furniture as there was none in the house when I arrived. With one kerosene burner for cooking 
I was getting my own meals at great expense to time and strength. Things are not arranged for 
us to do our own work out here, and it is poor economy for missionaries to spend their time drawing 
water from a well with a bucket and rope, mopping floors, etc. So now the man of all work does 
the cooking, the cost of one servant being almost half our own pay nowadays. 

"In August the Women's Committee of the Diocese held a Retreat and Refresher course for 
the women evangelistic workers of the Diocese of Shanghai for two weeks where they had rest 
and recreation and study, plenty to eat and no worries as to cooking and buying food. They had not 
had a chance to get together and discuss their common problems for ten years, and this was a 
wonderful opportunity for fellowship. They are a faithful group of women, our only difficulty is 
that there are not enough of them for the work in the diocese. That will be another of my duties—
to find and train more workers to take the place of those who have grown old in the service and are 
retiring. We must advance to larger work. Please pray again for workers, both American and 
Chinese, in this great field that is ripe for the Master's harvest." 

Now that Dss. Evelyn Ashcroft, recently set apart, is to continue her teaching at St. Mary's 
Hall, this fall returned to its own grounds after being "refugee" on St. John's University Campus, 
there will be two deaconesses in the Diocese. 
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AN OPEN LETTER FROM OUR NATIONAL CHAIRMAN: 
Dear Members of the Order:- 

Since you made me Chairman of the Executive Board, we have had two meetings 
of the Board in New York, and also two meetings of the Advisory Commission on 
the Work of Deaconesses. 

One thing which has been in the forefront of our thought has been retirement 
provisions. In this day of considering insurance as the building of an estate 
instead ofa provision for dying, every person should plan how he is to be sup-
ported in the years when earning is past. 

There are several typesofinsurance---Endowment policies are those for which 
a certain sum is paid in every year, and at the end of the period---10, 20, 30 
years---the cash plus interest is paid. Annuities are paid by the month or year 
to a certain age---60, 65, or other age---and the assured then begins drawing a 
certain amount monthly for life. Information may be secured from The Church Life 
Insurance Corporation or from a responsible company. 

We urge each deaconess to see what fits her particular program and to do 
something about it. 

If we do not die first, we hnow we are going to get old! Let's be ready! 
I have received an appointment to the National Commission on the Work of 

Deaconesses from the General Convention through Fr. Barnes, Secretary, to fill 
Deaconess Gillespy's place. I wish it could have come some other way. 

Miss Gammack has also been appointed to the Advisory Commission. 

Faithfully yours, 
LILLIAN W. CROW, 

Chairman. 

Report from Miss Ellen B. Gammack, Personnel Secretary of the Woman's 
Auxiliary and Member of the National Commission on the Work of Deaconesses:- 

I am sending along copiesof the reports of the Committee on the Employment 
and Training of Women regarding training and salaries. The full report, costing 
fifty cents, will be ready in the fairly near future. "(We suggest thatdeacon-
esses buy it and study it.) Ed. 



OREETINGS FROM ST. FAITH'S 
Commencement Day, May 8th, closed another year at St. Faith's. Four students 

were graduated and the two graduates of 1946 received their diplomas. It has 
been a year of earnest and hard endeavor, and the students left highly commended 
by the Faculty. 

Again we can report that we close the year with a balance in the bank. Your 
gifts and your continued payments on pledges have made this possible. For this 
loyal and generally unsolicited support please accept our grateful thanks. 

The new course "Clinical Pastoral Training" proved to be of inestimable 
value. Under the close supervision of one of the City Mission Society Chaplains 
the four Seniors had the opportunity of applying their education to real situ-
ations weekly at Bellevue Hospital. One of the Seniors is continuing the Clinical 
Training as her summer work. The other summer assignments are varied: two 
students are at the Episcopal Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital under Deaconess 
Bechtol; two are at Sleighton Farm School, near Philadelphia; one is at Cook 
County Hospital, Chicago, living with the Deaconesses at the Chicago School and 
one is in Virginia with Deaconess Booth and Deaconess Brereton. 

Have you heard about St. Faith's "Open House" ?Threetimesduringthewinter 
we were "at home" to our friends and to the Clergy of New York and neighboring 
dioceses. The Alumnae Association of the School helped us with these affairs 
which were held for the purpose of acquainting the clergy and key peoplepf their 
parishes with the work of the House. The Students themselves escorted the guests 
throughout the House and answered the many questions summed up in " What is in-
cluded in your training for Church work? " It was wonderful to findthe Chapel 
inadequate to hold the congregation when time came to read Evening Prayer! 

Many are the guests whohave called or spent a night or more with us. Of this 
number there were 30 Deaconess guests. It would give us great pleasure to have 
more of you calling on us---a very warm welcome awaits you. 

As we make plans for 1947-1948 we again ask your prayers, your financial sup-
port and and RECRUITS. There are far too few students in the School--far too few 
qualified women offering themselves to fill the thinning ranks of active Deacon-
esses in the Church. Are you satisfied to end your own years of service as a 
Deaconess without prayfullyandearnestly trying to secure at least one Candidate 
to carry on ? 

A crisis is at hand. 

RUTH JOHNSON, 
Head Deaconess. 

ADVISORY COMMISSION 
The Rt. Rev. Edwin J. Randall, Chairman of the Advisory Commission on the 

work of Deaconesses has been very active in his duties on our behalf. Two meet-
ings have been held, one in February and one in April. He has written an article 
for publication in one or more of our Church papers. (Be on the look-out for it)! 
He writes to the editors of " The Deaconess " as follows; 

" I am hoping that between now and the time of the meeting of the House of 
Bishops in November we can formulate some constructive suggestions for con-
sideration on the part of Bishops. 
There is to be a conference on Vocations for Women Workers at the College of 
Preachers beginning September 8, for a day or two. I certainly hope the Order 
of Deaconesses can be represented. I am hoping to attend myself." 
In October of last year, just after the General Convention, he sent out a 

letter to some of the Bishops, (members of the Commission) and when the other 
members saw it they approved it highly, and asked to have it more widely circu-
lated. He has granted permission to quote it in this issue of our little paper. 
We feel sure that every deaconess will be grateful to him for this appreciation 
of our Order, and for his helpful suggestions for the future. 

The quotation follows; 
mm convinced that the Order should receive more attention from the House 

of Bishops; that there are great opportunities for constructive work in the Church 
by capable and well-educated young women who are willing to dedicate themselves 
to such work and yet who do not care to become members of one of our Religious 
Communities. 

I was very favorably impressed by the young women of the Order who were at 
General Convention. 

I believe that there should be more supervision of the Order by the Bishops; 
that Deaconesses should not be allowed to be "free lances." as some of the 
older ones seem to be; that Bishops should exercise more discipline over them; 
that definite efforts should be made to interest suitable young women in the 
Order, and that the Church, under the leadership of the Bishops, should make 
some adequate provision for their care when disability or advancing age require 



their retirement from active service in the Church. 
We should cease what seems to be a mere tolerating of the Order, or neglect 

of it. I believe that the Order can be made a far more effective agent than it 
has been, or is at present. 

The National Conference of Deaconesses is making a courageous effort to re-
vive and carry on St. Faith's House for the especial purpose of training young 
women for the Order. They have, I think, had no official recognition or encour-
agement from the Bishops. We should not let them struggle on unaided. 

I an therefore taking the liberty of asking you to give this whole matter 
careful thought, and that we exchange views by correspondence, with the hope 
that we can present the matter with earnestness and conviction to the attention 
of the next meeting of the House of Bishops. 

We have eight capable and consecrated Deaconesses in this Diocese, five in 
City Missions, one who is Head Resident at Chase House, one who is Secretary of 
our DepartmentofChristian Education, and one who has charge ofourChurch school 
work among isolated children and who is also in charge of Our Diocesan Retreat 
House for Women. All eight are doing excellent work." 

SPECIAL NOTICES 
You are invited to contribute to St. Faith's Deaconess Dahlgren Memorial 

FUnd. Gifts to the Fund total $2224.00. 
Deaconess Johnson attended the Young Women's Conference on Vocations in the 

Church held at Sayville in the Diocese of Long Islan0 last month. 
The Annual Retreat will be held at St. Faith's House in New York during the 

last full week of September. Notices will be sent to you later. We hope for a 
large attendance of Deaconesses, and a good day of Conference at the close. 

One very important thing to come out of Bishop Randall's work for the 
Deaconesses is the defining of whatiz deaconess in good standing" really means; 
and another is a thorough check-up on each one's canonical attachment to some 
diocese. Do you know your own for sure? If not, aik the Bishop's opinion, and 
act upon it. 

Many of the Deaconesses are being asked the second time to register for 
Stowe's Clerical Directory, as the list should be complete, whether you are 
retired or not. Please act promptly in this. 

Please send to either editor your requests for Thanksgivings and Petitions, 
for your special interests, for our next issue of "the Deaconess"byNovember 
15th. 

THE RETIRING FUND FOR DEACONESSES 
The Fund has recently been the recipient of a bequest from Miss Elizabeth R. 

Storrow in memory of Deaconess Colesberry. The amount is $10,000. 
The Directors of the Fund until September, 1947, are: President, Deaconess 

Clara Searle; Vice-President, Deaconess Dorothea Betz; Secretary, Deaconess Mary 
C. West; Directors, Deaconesses Lillian Crow, Hilda Dirterly, Ruth Johnson, 
Gertrude Stewart. 

CORRECT ADDRESSES 
One of the most difficult problems is a list of correct addresses for the 

Living Church Annual. The Secretaryof the Retiring Fund (because every deaconess 
is amember of the Corporation of the Fund) and the Head of the New York Training 
School send in the list. It would help very much if any change of address from 
the one listed in the 1947 Annual would be sent to either Deaconess Johnson or 
Deaconess West as soon as possible. A special effort will be made to get the 
list we send in, printed. But as we never see the proof, mistakes have happened. 
We ask the cooperation of each and every deaconess in this matte,. Please print 
the address. For which we will sincerely thank you. 

SUMMARY OF THE EXECUTIVE MEETINGS HELD IN 1947 
Two meetings of the Executive Committee have been held at St. Faith's House, 

on February 12th, slid May 7th, respectively. At both meetings DeaconessJohnson 
reported on the condition of the School, which is most encouraging. The progress 
made during the past three years is gratifying. While the School is not in the 
"red", it must be remembered that Funds must be obtained for next year. 

At the February meeting a letter was read from Deaconess Affleck suggesting 
that a course for training Institutional workers be given at St. Faith's. This 
was further discussed at the May meeting, and it was recommended that Deaconess 
Johnson consult further with Deaconess Affleck regarding this matter. 

It was also voted at the May meeting that the Executive Committee contact 
the Retiring Fund for Deaconesses for the purpose of securing the services of a 
Field Worker for the Order and to work for all the interests of the Order. 



Two new members were elected to the Executive Committee at the May meeting, 
Deaconess Dorothea Bets, and Deaconess Hilda Dieterly. 

EDITH BOOTH, 
Deaconess. 

IN MEMORIAM 
Deaconess Helen Bookman, a graduate of the Church Training and Deaconess 

House, of the Diocese of Pennsylvania, in 1908, gave her years of service in the 
parish of The Holy Apostles, Philadelphia. The parish paper pays the following 
tribute to her: 

Deaconess Helen Brookman-The Parish will be grieved to learn of the death of 
Deaconess Helen Brookman on Saturday, April 5th, in an emergency operation after 
a very short illness. 

Deaconess Brookmmnwas for over thirty years the faithful and devoted servant 
of Christ in this Parish and her consecrated personal work influenced the lives 
of hundreds of people who are better men and women today because of her Christian 
character. Our understanding sympathy is extended to her sister, Miss Alice IL 
Brookman, and her brother, the Rev. Donald M. Brookman, D. D. 

Surely she receives the benediction, " Inasmuch as ye have done the least of 
these my brethern, ye have done it unto me." 

She retired a few years ago and went to live with her sister, Alice, in 
Berkely, California. Another married sister, Mrs. Angell, and her brother were 
near-by. Deaconess Thayer writei, •" The funeral was held in the Chantry of St. 
Mark's Church, Berkeley, Monday, April 7th, at 2 P. M. The Rev. Russell B. 
Staines read the services. . The Chantry was full of friends, her family and 
three Deaconesses (Saunders, Dawson and Thayer) being among them." 

" Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him." 

PUBLICITY AND PROMOTION 
Small packages of the DecemberNumber of " The Deaconess " were sent to each 

Provincial Representative to distribute to key figures in her Province. We hope 
in this way to interest new friends. 

Watch for an article in"Forth"soon to come out, probably in the July-August 
number, on " Deaconesses at Work." Material and photographs were collected from 
various deaconesses, representing all the schools, all types of work and all 
parts of the country. It was a big parcel of material sent to Mr. William E. 
Leidt, Editor of " Forth " to choose from in preparing his article. Thank you 
every one who responded so promptly to the request for items about your work and 
for the photographs. We think this is real publicity, the biggest venture yet, 
at least in the numbers it will reach. We are truly grateful to Mk. Leidt. 

Our printed material., now being eight different kinds, is being sent in 
small packages to a great many sumMer Church Conferences, through-out the 
country. Twenty such parcels are ready to post. 

GERTRUDE STEWART 
ELIZABETH G. NEWBOLD 

Co-Chairmen. 

NEWS OF DEACONESSES 
lzt Province: Theodora Beard: I am permanently settled (I hope) with my family-- 
North Avenue, Westport, Seale: 7 Douglas Avenue, Providence, R. I. 
I have been ill, and have not been working - regularly, just attend Church service 
and an occasional meeting,---E. Suzanne McNulty, Shannock, R. I.: After having to 
leave the Southern Work which I always loved, I was placed by the N. Y. City 
Mission Society in Schermerhorn House, Milford, Conn. After 234 years, this 
splendid 41 year-old Institution was obliged to be sold, could not meet the high 
cost of everything. So turning down a tempting Parish call, as I was anxious to 
return to rural work, I came here as rural missionary in the Diocese of R. I., 
in " South County " to reopen a work closed about 12 years ago. The area is 
large with little villages, and scattered population. The Bishop has given me a 
dark blue 1942 Willys, matches my uniform! We had 12 baptisms on Easter Even. 
Our Church School is tiny as our families have no children of only very small 
ones! Our y.p. are lively and interesting. I drove 2 girls and 2 boys to their 
first Church Conference, and all said " How often do they have these things any-
how?" This whole community is so friendly, I wonder why people say " New 
Englanders are cold". There is much heart-rending work, too, terribly immoral 
conditions, 2 of my boys and girls are court cases. Hard though it is to arouse 
people who have had no service, not even the Holy Communion, for twelve years, 
our Lord is blessing the work.----Elizabeth Coe, lost her sister, Mary Ellen Coe 



(social worker) on January 21st-Worcester. 

2d Province: St. Clare's House, Maple Hill, Upper Red Hook, N. Y.: The past year 
has been full of blessings--a beautiful Retreat for a group of deaconesses; a 
Day of Devotion for the Woman's Auxiliary of Dutchess County; opportunity to 
lead a Devotional Service for a neighboring Auxiliary; health and strength to 
carry on; work of All Saints' Chapel going ahead, the Easter congregation being 
the largest in our six years experience,communions made by all but three on the 
list. Our kind friend, Mr. Harvey Pike, has helped largely with the coal bill by 
sending a check for $200, and other gifts have been received. A collector of 
antiques said " Oh! that sweet old house just opens its arms to you!" We want 
you to know it is ready to embrace you all! BUT it does need a second bath room! 
--and painting!--and repairs! A storm in June did much damage.----Lydia Ramsay: 
has left the Western counties Mission, Sparta, N. J., after six years work there. 

3rd Province: The Society of St. Stephen,composed of deaconesses held its meet-
ing on January 29, 1947 at St. Margaret's House, Philadelphia; this Society was 
founded forty years ago for prayer and companionship.----Madeline Dunlap: Dabney 
Bbuse, Java, Virginia. This past week one of our two county newspapers ran a 
page on our work, with pictures. We do hate to have Maude Cutler leave this 
diocese; someone must have been a good talker as Stowe's is adding us to their 

directory. Talk about publicizing the Order-in January I sent a full uniform to 
Louisville, Ky., for a pageant given for their annual W. A. Diocesan meeting. 
The Wickers are sold on the Order, and felt it should berepresented"---Anne 
Newman, Grace House, St. Paul, Va., "Your letter was slow getting to me; the 
Rip's wife died and he was unable to get a substitute for three days and as our 
car was broken down for a month we couldn't get down the mountain for mail!!-- 
Elizabeth Newbold, Burlington, N. J. ''I retired October, 1946% but at my 
sister's request am carrying - Bible classes for the Freshmen and Sophomores in 
St. Mary's Hall, and also going into Philadelphia every Wednesday to carry on 
the work of the Lending Library and Literature of the Auxiliary." 

4th Province: Rate S. Mayer. My work at St. John's Church, Montgomery, Ala. is 
growing, and Church School is.enthusiastic. Now with a financial secretary, I am 
released for parish visiting which I was supposed to do. 

5th Province: Chicago: Edna M. Sargent: I had a letter sometime ago asking me 
what we did at our Chapter meetings. The truth of the matter is, the majority of 
us live here, Deaconess Bradley across the street. We are all so busy that we do 
not want to take time for formal meetings when we can talk things over informally 
from day to day. Deaconess Smith and Deaconess Taylor live at the Retreat House 
in Evanston; We see them when we go for Retreats.----Clara Searle has gate to 
St. Andrew's Mission, Addyston, Ohio, to carry on the work which Deaconess 
Fracker who died in 1946 had done. 

7th Province: E. M. Brainered, City Mission, St. Louis, Mb. She has been a member 
of the staff for over 25 years and has done a quiet but effective work in a 
number of public Institutions: At this time, she is visiting the TB Hospital; 
the General Hospital for colored people; the women in the jail and Workhouse; 
Juvenile Court wards; in an Honor School for delinquent girls; and a Home for 
Epileptic and Feeble-minded children. She drives her own car in all weather and 
at all hours. ----Frances B. Affleck, Mbntell, Texas. After 14 months at the 
House of Mercy, Washington, D. C., she returned to Texas in October, 1946, and 
has given most of her time to a member of her family. Montell is a center of 
stock raising. The only Church activity is a Guild Auxiliary of 20 members, 
which stands high in the per capita giving of the um. This partial retirement 
has been a busy time, for she has done a fine piece of work and has sent these 
news items (How about others doing likewise?)Ed.) She hopes soon to be back at 
full time work.----Lillian Crow, Dallas. In 1939, she started a work in a 
neglected section of Dallas, Texas, with two small boys and no roof over their 
heads. Now, 1947, a Rector has been called to take charge of St. Paul's Mission; 
with her Mission secure, she now becomes City Missionary to represent all of the 
Parishes in Dallas, in Public Institutions and general welfare work.----Harriet 
H. English and Grace Smith, St. Anne's Mission, El Paso, Texas. The Junior Choir 
has added much to the Service. Thursday nights during Lent there has been an 
average of 17 for the Litany and Office of Instruction. The Mission has recently 
acquired a Ping Pong table and also plates, cups, saucers for 24. The Ping Pong 
table is also used for a sewing table, and breakfast after the Easter Eucharist. 
Members of the Sunday School have earned money for their mite boxes by washing 
the schoolroom windows." I recently spoke on the Deaconess Order at our Auxin-
sty meeting in Los Comas, and we will speak on the Order at the Convocation in 
Gallup, N. M."----Gladys Hall, Brownson Home for Children, Victoria, Texas: 



" We have hada splendid year, interest in Church, 4 H Club, School Music--a 
household of busy, happy children. " She was one year in Philadelphia, then 
completed her training under her Bishop in Alabama.----Charlotte Massey, Comfort. 
Texas. In February 1947, she celebrated the second anniversary of her release 
from " Los Banos " prison in the Philippine Islands. This town in Texas was 
settled several generations ago by a group of German immigrants who built a 
church but refused to have a Pastor as they preferred being known as agnostics: 
She was set apart in 1904, and came to work under Bishop JohnstoneofWest Texas; 
the bishopdecided to build a chapel to begin work in this" foreign field " ; a 
house for the deaconess was constructed next door, and in 1907 the Chapel was 
dedicated.and the deaconess moved in and carried on 'till in 1913, when she 
entered St. Luke's Hospital, N. Y. C. for training. From 1916 until the Japanese 
occupation, she carried on work in the Philippines Islands, and it is now her 
dearest wish to go back and "pick up the pieces". While shewas visiting in 
Texas in 1946, a delegation from Comfort called on her urging her to return to 
her old residence and resume work there. The old house was worse for neglect, 
but friends came to help and all are eager to make the apartment comfortable, 
hoping she will be won back to work and live there where she began, and where 
many rise up and call her blessed. 

8th °rovince: Episeopal Deaconess House, Los Angeles, Cal.----Laura Calloway 
" Deaconess Margaret Booz came to us in direct answer to prayer. I have reached 
the stage where the responsibility to carry on is beyond my strength. Deaconess 
Boos is not the new broom that has swept all traditions and habits out, as worn 
out, but has adopted us in a wonderful sympathetic and understanding manner. I 
want to thank our Heavenly Father for sending us such a capable and consecrated 
Head Deaconess." Margaret Boos writes; Los Angeles Chapter: ''Five deaconesses 
are living in the House, and Deaconesses Dorothea Badgley of Canada, a former 
missionary in China, and Dss. F. Harriet Mytton attend our meetings regularly; 
others find transportation too difficult. Dss. Reardon is in a Rest Home at 
Mentone and we visit her from time to time. I visited Deaconess Phelps and her 
sister at Pacific Grove, and went to San Francisco but my train left before 
Deaconess Dawson arrived, to sail to P. T. / saw Deaconess Thayer there. My 25 
or more letters to deaconesses in the 8th Province brought little response. Many 
retired ones feel they have little to contribute, but if they are anything like 
those living in this house (even at their advanced age, they have all been out 
to vote today) they would still be active. The Board of Managers of our House 
have decided to Unlit residents here to deaconesses and missionaries, the latter 
for a month's time. That means we have room for those passing through to foreign 
fields or returning on vacation.----Ketherine E. Phelps, Pacific Grove, C4I. 
" We leave June 2d-  for a two month's motor trip t6 take in visits in Oregon and 
Washington and Glacier and Yellowstone Park and perhaps Estes in Colorado. I had 
rather drive a car than cook any day, so am looking forward to a vacation from 
housework. Motoring is now the only pleasure Louise (her sister) can enjoy on 
account of her crutches." Eleanore I. Sime, has resigned from her work at the 
Episcopal Mission at Fort Hall, Idaho. 

Overseas: Mary Dawson. She was in a concentration camp in P. I. and before that 
was cared for in the jungles for a year or more by natives: her health suffered 
from the after effects, but she has returned to her work at Gpi, Mindanao, P. I. 
She can no longer ride throtigh the jungles on horseback but can do work at the 
Church. A personal friend writes: " I was with Mary DawsunIthisafternoon. She 
is quite busy, shopping and packing and making ready to leave. She was shopping 
for a piano, two common sinks ( and they are hard to get now) one toilet and a 
hand wash bowl."----Julia A. Clark, Hankow, China. At Christmas time she sent a 
fine circular letter to many friends giving details of her work as Diocesan 
Director of Women's Evangelisic work, and Supervisor of the native Bible Women. 
She expressed her gratitude to the friends at home who had given her gifts of 
clothing and money for relief work in China. She told many interesting stories 
of personal aid she had given to worthy Chinese people. 

London: At a chapter meeting, consideration was given to the situation at the 
Church Assembly when Resolutions concerning Deaconesses were under debate. Pam-
phlets had been circulated by the Society for the Equal Ministry of Men and 
Women. To correct the resultant misunderstanding the Bishop of Durham was asked 
to write a letter to the Times:--(1) The Council has never suggested that dea-
conesses should administer Holy Communion. (2) The Council has no connection 
with the Society for Equal Ministry of Men and -lOmen.----At the Conference it 
was decided that a longer time than usual should be given to talks by deacon-
esses from Overseas. 

Australia: There are about eighteen deaconesses working in Melbourne now, and 



three in Perth, some in Adelaide, two in Tasmania, in all about fifty deacon-
esses in Australia. 

New Zealand: is leading the way with a central college to which all women training 
for Church work will go. 

DEVOTIONS 
"praise the Lord, 0 my soul; and all that is within me, praise his Holy Name. " 

Thanksgivings. 
Let us thank God 

-for Bishop Randall's efforts to arouse the Church, through the Bishops to a 
sense of' responsibility for the Order of Deaconesses, and for the plans for 
strengthening it in the near future. 

-for God's blessings and comfort granted to a deaconess through months of 
anxiety due to aphysicill disability, and for a good recovery from an operation. 

-for the brave facing of difficulties by the missionaries who have returned 
to their fields of work in China, Japan and the Philippines. 

-for the year's successful work at St. Faith's; and for the four fine young 
women graduated in Hay. 

-for the great number of people who will attend summer conferences, and for 
the inspiration they will receive. 

-for the growth of the work at St. Paul's Mission in Dallas, Texas, and that 
it has a rector now. 

-for the safety of a brother's family during the recent flood in Rutland, 
Vermont, although the house was flooded. 

LET US PRAY 
That God may grant to those who attend summer conferences a great blessing 

and strengthening of the inner life. 
That our parish priests may seek out many fine young women and present to 

them the vocation of deaconess. 
That united efforts for peace and good-will may be able to overcome suspicions 

and prejudices among races and classes throughout the world. 
That God's Holy Spirit may guide the leaders in India to right decisions, 

and give them power to accomplish His will for the good of all the people. 
That China may become a united country again, soon, and that the economic 

problems may be solved, and the people relieved of such hardships they have had 
to endure for so long. 

That the new Director of Women at the Philadelphia Divinity School, Maude 
Cutler, may be blessed and guided in the work, and that students may be ready to 
enroll for this fall term. 

That God's blessing will rest upon St. Paul's Mission in Dallas and crown 
the work with success. 

PRAYERS USED BY ST. CLARE'S HOUSE, MAPLE HILL, UPPER RED HOOK:- 
'' Clare t  the handmaid of Christ called by Him to serve in humility and sim-

plicity, found in Him all joy and love. 
Antiphon - As the lily among thorns, so is my beloved among the daughters. 
Response - As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved 

among the daughters. 
I found Him whom my soul loveth. 
I held Him and would not let Him go. 
0 God, our Heavenly Father, Who didst richly give to Thy servant Clare 

serenity, love, and peace; so bless, we beseech Thee, this House which bears her 
name; that all those who enter or dwell herein, may find reet and peace and joy 
in Thee, Who liveth and reigneth One God, world without end. Amen. 

THE SOULS OF THE FAITHFUL ARE IN THE HANDS OF GOD. 
They pass beyond our touch, beyond our sight. 

Never, thank God, beyond our love and prayers. 
And even as, out of the darkest night. 

Dawn stealeth unawares, 
So from our night of sorrow and distress. 

We. who are left in loneliness below, 
May catch some vision of the blessedness 

Which our beloved know. 

We kneel to offer up to God above 
The one true, pure, sufficient Sacrifice, 

And in our prayers remember all we love. 



Here and in Paradise. 
0 Holy Jesu, in Thy Presence sweet, 

Joined in Communion, mystical, divine, 
We, upon earth, and our beloved meet, 

And we, and they, are Thine. 
A.R.G. 

PRAYERS  
A Prayer for Deeper Devotion 

O Lord, my Saviour, Who bestowest Thy mercy at all times on them that love 
Thee, and Who art never far off from them that serve Thee, abide, I entreat Thee. 
perpetually with me, Thy servant, whom thou hast called and suffered to be a 
Deaconess in Thy Holy Church. Never forsake me, inwork or watching, in suffering 
or ease, by day or by night, alone or with others, tomy life's end. Order all my 
steps in peace; make me holy, harmless, undefiled. Give me a pure heart, a 
gentle temper, a Christian tongue, and a strong courage for Thee. In the midst 
of troubles or distresses keep me calm. When I am weary keep me from complaining 
or discouragement. Help me to be patient in provocation. Show me how to bear Thy 
cross. Refresh me with Thy Bread and Cup. May I never fall back into sins of 
self-will or self-love that I have repented of. Forgive me, gracious Redeemer, 
all my offences. Heal all my infirmities. MayI not forget my covenant or Thy 
tender consolations. Drive away evil thoughts and wrong desires. Remember for 
good each one of those dear daughters of Thy love and grace who are called with 
the same holy calling to a service of charity. Increase their number, send Thine 
angels to protect them, and give them the joy of their Lord, and victory at last 
Bless this Diocese, my Bishop, and Thy whole Church, for Thy great goodness' 
sake. Who with the Father and theHoly Ghost livest and reignest ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 

A Waking Prayer 

O Heavenly Father, I love Thee; I thank Thee for love and the gift to us of 
Thy dear Son; for life and love, and beauty; and all the things which Thou hast 
given us; for rest and sleep and waking and the new day; Make itThine; Bless our 
dear and precious ones; Guide and guard, protect and direct them, with Thy 
merciful love, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 

Prayer for Vision. (Printed in Arizona Church Record) 

O God, be Thou our Leader all the day long of this wondrous life, and as 
the dawn breaks and the morning brightens on us, and the busy world seems beck-
oning, and MR wait wondering what work must be begun, then to Thy glory show us 
our true calling to high and noble service; and may we live eternally for Jesus 
Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 

Give us, 0 Lord, steadfast hearts which no unworthy thoughts can drag down-
wards, unconquered hearts which no tribulation can wear out, upright hearts 
which no unworthy purpose can tempt aside; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(St. Thomas Aquinas.) 
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AN EXPLANATION 

There was no December 1947 issue of "The Deaconess" due to lack of funds. 
Since then some dues have been paid and one generous gift has been given to 
enable us to have this number. Our dues are too small and our members too few 
now to meet the high cost of printing. So further gifts for this purpose will 
be gratefully accepted. Without extra help the future publication is very 
uncertain. The Minutes of the Annual Conference held on Sept. 25th. are sum-
marized, as some of the important details are included in other reports in this 
issue. The minutes of the National Executive Committee held on January 31st, 
1948. are given in full, as they bring us up to date with the latest developments 
in regard to the future of our Order. A copy of the Canon, now No. 51. is en-
closed for your convenience in seeing the recommended changes as reported in the 
minutes of the Advisory Commission. 

Editors, GERTRUDE STEWART 
ELIZABETH G.:NEWBOLD 

SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 
ST. FAITH'S HOUSE, NEW YORK, SEPT. 25,1947. 

Attendance; 25 Deaconesses. the largest number in some years. 
Registration; Deaconesses Edith Adams, Mabel Adams. Affleck, Armstrong. 

Betz, Booth, Boorman. Brereton. Booz e  Byllesby. Crow, Dieterly. Gillespy, Ruth 
Johnson. Marling, Massey, Newbold. Ramsay, Ranson, Searle. Shaw. Simpson, 
Stewart. West and Williams. 

Reports; Publicity and Promotion. (Had been in July Issue of The Deacon- 
ess" 



St. Faith's House. Deaconess Johnson reported that there would be no Junior 
Class for this year. There are three Seniors, and one Special Graduate Student 
who is specializing in Social Service, but she shares in the householdandchapel 
duties.  and does some work under the Instructors by required reading and papers 
on,assigned subjects. 

Washington Conference on Women Workers, held in early September, was re-
ported by Deaconess Johnson. 

Visit of an English Deaconess, Cecily Ford, Brought greetings to the 
American Deaconesses from the English Deaconessess. She said they are having 
difficulty in securing candidates for the order now. Many do not wear the garb, 
but they have a uniform cross for all members of the Order. Their students re-
ceive their M.A. from some college before they enter a'Church Training School. 
They plan soon to have a Church sponsored William Temple College for the special 
religious training. (This was reported by Deaconess Johnson). 

Plans and Policies. The several recommendations by the Advisory Commission 
were considered and discussion followed each suggested change in the canon. Each 
point was voted upon and passed by the Conference, (See details under Notes on 
Advisory Commission, in this paper). 

Associates. Another long discussion on this subject resulted in it being 
tabled once more, until after the meeting of the Lambeth Conference to know its 
decisions concerning deaconesses. 

Thanks. Votes of thanks were given to the following persons: 
1. To Bishop Randall for his work for the order and especially for 

his suggestions in the changes of the canon. 
2. To Father Schluetet , for his beautiful and helpful meditations 

during the Retreat. 
3. To Deaconess Ruth Johnson for her fine leadership as Head of the 

School and for the hospitality of St. Faith's. 
4. To Deaconess Margaret Booz for securing help in having the Book of 

Remembrance hand printed free and brought up to date. 
5. To Deaconess Affleck for her services in keeping St. Faith's open 

during the summer for the use of Columbia students, and thus providing added in-
come for the school. 

6. To the Central House at Hindhead, England for the greetings from 
English Deaconesses, and Deaconess Johnson was asked to send the letter with our 
greetings to their Deaconesses. 

7. To the Chairman, Deaconess Crow, for fine guidance of the meeting. 

The group then stood while the Chairman read the names of the four Deaco-
nesses who had entered into the Larger Life during the past year: 

Deaconess Helen S. BrOokman 	 Deaconess Jessie L. Gardner 
Deaconess Lillian M. Yeo 	 Deaconess Eliza B. Mills 

And prayers were offered for them. 
Full minutes signed by EDITH A. BOOTH 

Secretary. 
Condensed by the Editors. 

Note. Since that meeting, four more deaconesses have entered into Life 
Eternal. These are: 

Deaconess Anna E. Alexander 	 Deaconess Laura Napper 
Deaconess Viola Young 	 Deaconess Frances Semle 



TREASURER' S REPORT - JANUARY 31, 1948 
TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

RECEIPTS 

Balance on Hand Sept. 1, 1947 	 $16.08 
Gifts for Printing and Dues received 
from Sept. 1, 1947 - Jan. 31, 1948 	48.05  

TOTAL RECEIPTS 	 $64.58 

DI SBURSEMENTS 

*Forwarded to Retiring Fund 	 5.50 
Printing 	 3.50 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 	 9.00  
Balance 	 55.58 

*Many deaconesses include their gifts to the Retiring Fund in their 
check for dues. This therefore has to be sent to Deaconess West. 
Treasurer of the Retiring Fund. 

EDITH A. BOOTH, 
Treasurer 

THE TWENTI ETH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE R. F. D. 

The CorporationofThe Retiring Fund for Deaconesses held its Twentieth Annual 
Meeting at St. Faith's, New YorkonSeptember 26, 1947/at the close of the Retreat 
with 24 Deaconesses present. BishopCilbert gave his welcome and the President, 
Deaconess Searle presided. The Secretary reported changes in the Board Advisers. 
Bp. Sherrill. taking the place of Bp. Tucker, and the Bishops of New York, Chica-
go, and Delaware, Canon Sparks and Mr. C.P. Ladd being added. Mr. Ladd attended 
the meeting and gave some good advice from his experience as a banker. The num-
ber of beneficiaries has risen to 12. Deaconesses are listed in Stowe's Direc-
tory for the first time. The Treasurer, General Beckwith, reported in person 
that securities are now well over $100, 000 and endowment totals $140,000. In 
the preceding year, $4,800 was paid out in benefits, more than any other year. 
In investigating the question of annuities, the Treasurer found that $1,000,000 
would be required and the idea has been given up for the present. The largest 
gifts to the Retiring Fund thru the year were $500 from Mrs. Charles I. Landis; 
$500 from Deaconess Gillespyca; a memorial to Deaconess Dahlgren; and $10,000 
from Miss Elizabeth Storrow in memory of Deaconess Colesberry. A Promotion Com-
mittee was appointed, Deaconess Betz, Chairman, and Deaconesses Stewart and West 
as members. There were no ordinations during the year and four deaths, bringing 
the total number of deaconesses down to 156. At the election. Deaconess Amelia 
Brereton was elected to succeed Deaconess Gertrude Stewart. Deaconess Hilda 
Dieterly was elected President of the Board of Directors and Deaconess Dorothea 
F. Betz, Vice-President. Other members of the Board are Deaconess West, Secre-
tary, Deaconesses Crow, Johnson, and Searle. 

MARY C. WEST 
Secretary 

NOTES ON THE ADVISORY COMMISSION ON WORK OF DEACONESSES 

A meeting of this Commission was held at St. Faith's House on Sept. 22nd, 
1947. Several points will be of general interest to the Order. 

The findings of the Washington Conference on Women's Work, held in early 
September were reported and considered. Two important decisions came from that 
Conference. First that allwomen must have college training before taking Church 
Training. Second that there should be but one School in New York under our 
Church for this special training. 



The Chairman was asked to request the Presiding Bishop to appoint Miss Cut-
ler, Head of the Department of Women of the Philadelphia Divinity School to mem-
bership in the Commission. 

Changes in Canon 51, of Deaconesses, were suggested and passed, to be re-
commended to General Convention. These consisted of changing the preliminary 
educational standard to read, 'That she is a graduate of a collegeoruniversity. 
or equivalent thereof", - and adding to section 8 the following: 

"The fact of the admission of a deaconess shall be transmitted by the 
Bishop to the Recorder of General Convention, together with the following data: 

1. Her full name. 
2. Place and date of birth. 
3. Date and place of such admission as a deaconess. 
4. Any change in the status of a deaconess should be likewise 

notified to the Recorder by the Bishop. 
The Commission also asked the National Conference of Deaconesses to issue 

a statement that they are of the opinion that the duties of a deaconess, as now 
outlined in Canon 51, Section 2 (b) constitute a sufficient statement of the 
functions of a deaconess. 

THE ANNUAL RETREAT 
SEPT. 24th AND 25th, 19 1t7 

Lunch and supper were social, giving an opportunity for visiting, as many 
had not been able to come during the War Years. 

At 8 P.M., the first Meditation was given, after which Silence began. 
The Conductor was the Rev. Edward Schlueter, now Chaplain General of the 

Sisters of St. Mary. 
The theme was-- - 

"With twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and 
with twain he did fly." Isaish 6:2 
'With twain he covered his feet' ... humility, prayer, self oblation. 

There is no visible enclosure for us. A Retreat or daily meditation in 
silence provides our inclosure. The more we have to do, the more we must pray. 

Thursday. Sept. 24: Holy Communion at 7:30 A.M. 
10 A.M. 2nd Meditation: 

The Old Testament exemplifies 'visual education'. e.g. 
'I an the vine', there was an actual vine carved on the door. 
The Life of Our Blessed Lord was a great picture. He lived 

His message. 
With twain he covered his face'T-illustrates worship, i.e. the first 

thought is not 'give' but 'hallowed'. 
How worship? The Holy Communion equal action, 'do', not emotion. Teach 

others how to do, but do nothing for effect, but everything you do produces an 
effect. God in them equal God in us. We need gentleness which is derived from 
'family', the feeling of being well born. 

Make a resolution. 
Reverence God in me. 

At noon intercessions. 
3:30 P.M. Third Meditation: 

With twain he covered his feet', self oblation, humility. Pride is the 
root of evil, love of self to the exclusion of God. Humility, what is it? Turn 
to our Blessed Lord, 'look unto me', gives no definite pictures. Definitions 
need a teacher but any child can understand a picture. Study the Bible-that 
through the Bible you may look at Jesus and learn to know God. 

'Learn of me', cf. the humility of the Saviour,--chose to be born of a wo-
man of low estate, born in a stable, poor, nowhere to lay His head, chose fisher-
men to call sinners; at twelve years of age. He was almost teaching, yet was 
subject to them': there was eighteen years of self-emptying; then the Cross. 

Humility is not self-depreciation, it is virture, power. 
The humble never grumble . 



Thursday. September 25. 1947, 7:45 P.M. 
Fourth Meditation: 

Again look at the angels---- 
But with twain they did fly' 
Worship is not to be substituted for work, nor humility anexcuse for 

doing nothing. Worship and humility must produce work. Worship becomes self-
'AiLfacement, then.work. Jesus called men at work, finds them in their work--the 
shepherds were watching, the magi studying the stars, the disciples fishing. 
Jesus summed up His life. 'I work'. Love is God's character in action. N.B. 
story of Peter. 'I have nothing, but in the name of Jesus Christ',- Do I serve 
in the character. i.e. the Name of Jesus? 

We need not only a general rule but a rule for each day. Our Blessed Lord 
lived by rule. e.g. 'mine hour has not yet come'. 

Sometimes we are too lazy to go to bed. Keep your work Christian by doing 
it on time. i.e. by rule. 

If prayers are due when a disagreeable letter comes, the answer cannot be 
put off by saying 'I must pray': or if the Meditation is done on time, the need 
for it will not interfere with seeing a disagreeable visitor. That is, Self-
sacrifice equals self-discipline. Religion is not a technique but a revelation. 

We are to be co-workers with God. 

NOTICE FROM THE NEW YORK TRAINING SCHOOL FOR DEACONESSES 

As Warden of the New York Training School for Deaconesses it is my duty to 
make the following announcement to the Deaconesses. Alumnae. Former Students and 
Friends of the School. 

When the Trustees of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine permitted the 
erection of St. Faith's House on the Cathedral property, it was upon the condi-
tion that they might at any time acquire the House and other rights enjoyed by 
the School after a year's notice and upon payment of a price to be determined as 
fair but not to exceed the original cost of the building. The Cathedral Trustees 
have now elected to exercise the option which they hold and have given the re-
quired notice as of November 17th, 1947. They propose to remodel the House for 
Cathedral offices. 

In this situation it is obvious that it will be impossible to make plans 
for continuing our work as soon as next year. Bishop Gilbert, who is now Presi-
dent of our Board of Trustees has been authorized to appoint a committee to meet' 
with the Trustees of the Cathedral and to look after the property interest of 
the School. It is of course our hope and expectation that the educational re-
sources provided by the work and benefactions of the Rev. Dr. W. R. Huntington 
and Archdeacon Tiffany and by their associates and successors will continue to be 
devoted to the training of Deaconesses and other women for the service of the 
Church. 

$t. Faith's House 	 CHARLES N. SHEPARD 
January 20. 1948 	 Warden of the School 

MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE' OF DEACONESSES 

JANUARY 31, 1948 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the National Conference of Deaco-
nesses was held at St. Faith's House, New York on January 31, 1948, with eight 
members present: Deaconesses Crow. Beehtol, Betz, Booz, Booth, Dieterly, John-
son and Stewart. The meeting was opened with prayer by the Chairman, Deaconess 
Crow. The minutes of the meeting held on September 27. 1947 were read and 
approved. It was announced that Deaconess Sargeant of Chicago, however, was to 
take the place of Deaconess Wilson who had been appointed to serve as a member 
of the Survey Committee. 

Deaconess Johnson reported informally on what she knew had been done by the 
Survey Committee up to the present time. 

Letters were read by Deaconess Crow from the Trustees of the Cathedral to 
the Trustees of the New York Training School for Deaconesses, requesting them to 
relinquish the use of the School to the Cathedral for Cathedral use, in accor- 



dance with the contract made with the School in 1909 when it was built on Cathe-
dral property. 

A letter was also read from Canon Sparks, Secretary of the Board of Trus-
teeS of the New York Training Schoolforreaconesses , explainingtheabove action, 
and asking that the Executive Committee of the National Conference of Deaconess-
es cancel their five year plan of operation of the School. It was moved by 
Deaconess Stewart, and Seconded by Deaconess Booz that we conform with this re-
quest, and that we thank the Board of Trustees for their willing cooperation and 
help during the past four years. Motion carried. 

Deaconess Crow at this time told of her Publicity Plan in her Diocese for 
the Deaconess Order, in sending literature and letters regarding the order to 
all Auxiliaries in the Diocese. This plan has netted about $200 for the School 
and shows what can be done in other Dioceses. 

The Executive Committee, realizing the need for the Trustees of the School 
to have someone from the Executive Committee with whom to consult during this 
time when plans are being made for the future of the school voted on the follow-
ing motion made by Deaconess Booz and seconded by Deaconess Bechtol: 

That Deaconess Johnson be given c7uthority by the Executive Committee to 
carry out whatever is best to further the interests of the Deaconess Order, and 
that the Board of Trustees be so notified. Motion carried. 

Canon Sparks came in at this time to explain the action of the Board of 
Trustees of the Cathedral. 

A request was made by the Rev. Gordon Gillett that a deaconess attend the 
Youth Conference in Long Island in May, to tell the young women of the vocation 
of Deaconess. Deaconess Bechtol was asked to accept this assignment which she 
consented to do. 

The question of the Retreat in September 1948 was discussed and Deaconess 
Betz was appointed to find a suitable Retreat House, and in consultation with 
Deaconess Johnson and Deaconess West, to secure a conductor for same. She will 
notify the deaconesses of the time and place. 

Deaconess Booth reported on her inability to continue as Secretary-Treasur-
er. Her resignation was accepted and Deaconess Betz was elected to serve in 
this position. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EDITH A. BOOTH, 
Secretary 

Note: Deaconess Betz notified Deaconess Booth on February 6th, that her term as 
a member of the Executive Committee will expire in September 1948, and suggested 
that no books be sent to her, as she did not think it worthwhile to make the 
change for so short a time. Deaconess Booth therefore will bave to continue as 
Secretary-Treasurer until the next meeting. 

E. A. B. 

GREETING FROM ST. FAITH' S HOUSE! FEBRUARY 28, 1948 

With less than three months remaining of this academic year tentative plans 
for Commencement week are in the making. Barring unforseen complications we 
are planning: 

IMPORTANT 
Wednesday, May 12th ... Deaconess Conference 
Thursday, May 13th ... Commencement 
Friday, 	May 14th ... Deaconess Quiet Day or possibly 

Retreat into Saturday morning. 

You will be glad to hear that when Father Schlueter was asked if he would 
again direct our Retreat he replied that he "should like to very much". The 
final schedule will be mailed as soon as the Quiet Day (or Retreat)orrangements 
have been completed. However it is none too soon to send in your reservation 
for the last week of our occupancy of this House. 

You have received the Warden's announcement that the Trustees of the 
Cathedral have exercised their right to take over the building that houses our 



School. This action on the part of the Cathedral Trustees made it necessary for 
the Executive Committee of the National Conference to abrogate the arrangement 
they had made in 1944 with the Trustees of the School by which they were to 
operate the School fora trial period of five years. At the end of this academic 
year therefore the responsibility for the operation of the School reverts to its 
Trustees. It is not known at this writing what plan or plans are being formu-
lated for the continuation of the activities of the School but we are confident 
that they will be for the glory of God and the honor of the revered -Founderof 
the School. the Rev. Dr. William Reed Huntington. 

You will read elsewhere of the deeply satisfying Retreat and Conference 
held here last September. Twenty-five Deaconesses were present. Since then 
twenty Deaconesses have been our quests. their stay ranging from overnight stops 
to a three-month residence. That our students could thus meet and talk with so 
many Deaconesses gave the Head Deaconess great delight and much gratification. 
Because of Deaconii Robinson's visit we know about the challenging rural work 
being done in Michigan and we thrilled to Deaconess Hill's descriptions of some 
of her experiences in Eau Claire. 

On Friday, January 30th. there were more Deaconesses than students present 
at dinner - the occasion being the impending meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the National Conference. This preponderance of Deaconesses called for a cake 
extraordinary. Each of the two tables was presented with a cake decorated with 
tiny figures of deaconesses complete with chiffon veils and whitepointedcross-
es, collars and cuffs. The tiny deaconess figures had at one ,timedecorateda 
Birthday cake made for Bishop Manning. Mrs. Manning thoughtfully gave the figures 
to me hopeful that they might again bring pleasure. They did! To each of you 
who has been with us one time or another: Thank you for having given us the 
pleasure of your visit. 

We have also enjoyed the companionship of three of Deaconess Ashcroft's 
Chinese co-workers in Shanghai. They hold Deaconess in deep affection and praise 
her work and life most highly. 

I cannot send out this last "Greetings from St. Faith's House" without ex-
pressing my deep appreciation of your unfailing support of our effort to operate 
the School these past four years. Your pledge payments and generous contribu-
tions (often at a sacrifice, I know) were most heartening facing as we did (and 
do!) prices for food and wages far in excess of the budget set up in [944. 
A wide variety of gifts. from .foods to cleaning cloths, showed_youractive 
interest. "Heroic" is the word for the mileage covered byDeacOnessAffleckcmd 
Deaconess West as they treadled and treadled to satisfyffwinsatiaSie -demand of 
the Head Deaconess for window curtains - and more window curtains. Most impor-
tant of all your pnayers. I have been upheld more often than you can know by 
the comforting assurance that your concern for vs has been and continues to be 
lifted Godward. For these and other evidences of your ever,present interest and 
co-operation I offer you my heartfelt gratitude. I am confident that you join 
me in asking Cod's guidance" as the Trustees of the School make plans for the 
future. 

RUTH JOHN SON 
Head Deaconess 

DEVOTIONS 
THE YEAR OF CHANGE - 

It is startling news the Warden writes us! St. Faith's House!! It stands 
for home, for friendship, for conference, for training, for great experiences in 
our lives; a center thru many years where those of difference ages. different 
schools and different activities have met and woven together the web and woof of 
spiritual life. How shall we accept this inevitable, change? 

Let us give THANKS 
For what St. Faith's has stood for during almost two score years. For all 

the blessings we have received within its walls. For those laborors in the Vin-
yard who have received inspirationm training, equipment for life's work. For 
what it has meant to the Order of Deaconess. "We thank Thee, 0 God". 



Let us have TOLERANCE. 
It is so easy when changes come, especially when theyaredisturbingchanges. 

to blame. Blame someone. Blame everyone. Everyone but ourselves. You, - and 
I - who have been threads in this warp and woof, am I blameless? Are you? Let 
us realize that many years, many circumstances, many people have contributed to 
the loss of St. Faith's House and blame No One Person, No One Group. Let us have 
tolerance. "Giant us thy love, 0 God". 

Let us have FAITH. 
St. Faith's was so called because it was a venture of faith and it was open-

ed on St. Faith's Day. Can we Deaconesses afford to lose faith'today, because 
we have lost a house? The venture of faith is still ahead of us and our defeat 
is our opportunity. We must believe that ways will be found thatthesPiritual 
values may not be lost. That the future may interpret the Church to future 
generations according to their need and capacity. "Lord I believe. Help Thou 
mine unbelief", 

Let us have HOPE. 
What shall we hope for? First, that in our "homeless days" we may show 

in our lives that spiritual health for which our training and our Order stands. 
That we may prove to the world that CHARACTER is the soul of the Order and that 
houses may come and houses may go but that Deaconesses hold to their - vocation. 
That the Lord under whose wings weare come to trust will guide us into the know-
ledge of His will for us. And that He may bfing victory out of the present de-
feat. "I will hope continually, and will praise Thee yet more and more." "And 
having done all to stand". 

But let us have PRAYER. 
Almighty God, Who in Thy love hast planned the purpose of our lives, grant 

that by the teaching of the Holy Ghost we may learn Thy Holy Will and give our-
selves obediently to fulfill our vocation. Lathe changes and chances of our 
life today may the Holy Spirit illuminate our minds, purifyour hearts and quick-
en our wills that we may cheerfully do those 'good works which Thou hast prepared 
for us to walk in so that our Order may be acceptable to Thee and a blessing to 
Thy Church. Grant this, 0 Christ. for Thy blessed Name's sake. Amen. 

0 God, Who in the days of old didst raise up women for the service of Thy 
people; be mercifully pleased in these days to call forth women to serve Thy 
Church in the Order of Deaconesses, and grant that hearing Thy call they may 
offer themselves willingly to be trained and with humble and thankful hearts 
surrender themselves to Thy purpose through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

IN MEMORIAM 
1947 
BRCOKMAN, Helen S., died on April 5th. Notice appeared in The Deaconess, July, 

1947 
Jessie Lewis, died on August 4th, in the Martha's Vineyard Hospital, 
after an illness of several weeks. caused by a broken hip; she was 85 
years old. She took the training and was set apart after thedeathofher 
husband, the Rev. George E. Gardner. in 1891. For thirty-four years, 
she was on the staffof Grace Church, New York City,andafter retiring 
from there was parish deaconess at St. Paul's Brookline, Mass., for 
six years. She retired in 1933. having completed forty years as an 
active worker, and then gave ten years of volunteer service in St. 
Andrew's Church, Edgartown. Mass. The funeral service washeld in St. 
Paul's, Brookline, with a memorial communion service in St. Andrew's, 
Edgartown. and burial at Utica. N.Y., overlookingthebeautiful valley 
where her early home was situated. 
Lillian Marie Arundel.died on August 4, in Washington. D.C., 80 years 
old. She was born in Devonshire. England. and was graduated from The 
Training School for Deaconesses in New York in 1901. She made The 
House of Mercy in Washington her life work: being incharge for forty-
four years, retiring June 1, 1945. The funeralwas held intheBethle-
hem Chapel of the Washington Cathedral. 

GARDNER, 

YDO, 



MILLS. 	Eliza Budd. died on August 12th. She was born in Jersey City. Nov.22, 
1863. In 1914. she went to the Training School for Deaconesses in New 
York and was a special student for one year, after which she was set 
apart. She spent twenty-three years in the Close of the Cathedral of 
St. John the Divine, New York.firstas a student, then assistant at St. 
Faith's, eight years as housemother at the Choir School and thirteen 
years as Sacristan at the Cathedral. When she retired, she went to 
St. Luke's Home, New York. Her unwavering faithfulness at whatever 
work she did was a joy to her and an example to all who knew her. 

ALEXANDER. AnnaE.B.. died on November 17th. She openedhermdssionary work in a 
Baptist Church in 1902 when still a young girl. but 'built it up into 
The Good Shepherd Mission. Pennick. Ga.ten miles from Brunswick. where 
there is now a school building beside the neat church. She tought 
school, held services, preformed various parochial duties, walkedaround 
the countryside caring for and ministering to her people. She had re-
tired previous to her death. She was the only colored deaconess. 

YOUNG. Viola, died on December 27th. She was born inCovington, Ky.. 75 years 
ago, and was trained in the Training School for Deaconess. New York. 
She worked first in the Berkshires, and then for twelve years was in 
charge of St. John's Settlement House in Philadelphia. Two sisters 
and a brother survive. 

1948 
NAPPER. 	Laura, died on January 22nd. She was born in Sussex, England,70 years 

ago, trained in the Toronto Deaconess House: worked a few years in 
Canada, then came to St. %Ill's Cathedral in Los Angeles. She suffer-
ed a series of accidents before her death. The funeral was held in 
the Cathedral. 

SENLE, 	Frances, died on February 16th, after a long and serious illness. She 
was born in New York City in 1883. She was graduated from the Church 
Training and Deaconess House in Philadelphia in 1912. and was made a 

deaconess in September of that year. All her work was in Providence. 
R.I. as a parish deaciness. She continued her studies as she worked. 
doing work at Brown University and at Biblical Seminary. 

"The rightous live forever more; their reward is with the Lord, and the 
care of them is with the most High." 

May they rest in peace and may light perpetual shine upon them. 

PUBLICITY AND PROMOTION 

Deaconess Betz has sent out twenty-two letters to Diocesan Papers asking 
for rates for advertising The Retiring Fund for Deaconesses. She has received 
eight answers. Five have given rates, and three have promised occasional free 
space. The others have not replied. We hope to take advantage of this way to 
make known to more people the need of this Fund. 

Deaconess Gilliland wrote an interesting article for "The Watchman", the 
Diocesan Paper of Salina. in Sept., 1947. It gave an account of her work at St. 
Faith's House in Salina. and drew attention.to  the Article in Forth about the 
Work of Deaconesses, and then gave a summary of the duties as defined in the 
canon, and made an appeal for candidates. 

Deaconess Margaret Boca of Los Angeles made a radio broadcast in December 
on "A Churchman views the News". She gave a history of the Episcopal Deaconess 
House and told of the work the various deaconesses had done in the diocese, and 
also the general work of all deaconesses. 

At the Cathedral in December, she made an address at the Evening Prayer Ser-
vice. She also spoke at a Young Fbople's Panel Discussion on Vocations. She says of 
that. "They asked searching questions and showed that they were really in earnest 
in looking forward to a life that will count". 

Deaconess West sends the following notice of the R.F.D. 



. TOO LITTLE FOR TOO FEW 
About April 1st the Directors of The Retiring Fund will mail a booklet with 

the above title to all deaconesses. It is a report of the Fund and the first 
appeal we have had for several years. It is hoped that each deaconess will dis-
tribute as many copies as possible thru her parish or her friends. Copies may 
be had from the Secretary on request. It is interesting to note that the Pence 
Box Offering in 1947 paid for the printing of the booklet, with a couple of dol-
lars left over for postage. Thus many deaconesses have had a share in sending 
but this appeal. 

GERTRUDE START 
ELIZABETH G.:NEWBOLD, 

Co-Chairmen. 

Notice. -  Calls for workers continue to be made. The last "We-are-in-need of-
assistance" call was received by Deaconess Johnson from the rector of a rapidly 
growing parish in Virginia. A deaconess is asked for. If you are interested. 
get in touch with Deaconess Johnson. 

NEWS OF DEACONESSES 

1st Province: Deaconess Coe, Respresentative. 
Deaconess Hyde: 	No news of myself, but Deaconess Massey was with me for a 

night.' 
Deaconess Emily M. Elwyn: I should like to, have an interecession that some 

one in this Diocese may want to become a Church Worker. 
Deaconess Rachel CI. Hemphill, Greenwich, Conn.: "1 am not able to get out 

much". 
Deaconess Mary S. Johnson and Deaconess Ruby Thompson, New Haven: I am 

afraid the things we do, would not make an interesting article. 
Deaconess A.W. Lovell, Worcester, Mass: The Guild is still meeting weekly 

and making surgical dressings for local hospitals and clothing for Over-
seas Relief. 

Deaconess Trask, Gardiner, Maine: Early in the summer, we had to move, but 
were thankful to find, in these days of housing shortage, a comfortable 
apartment very near the Church. rectory and parish house, but miss our 
oratory, garden and guestroom and the nearness to The House of the Good 
Shepherd. 
We would give thanks for the sparing of most of the Church property in 
the areas where our recent fire disasters have occurred and for all the 
help from many 'sources which has come to our Maine people in this calamity 
and would pray for comfort and help to those who lost their homes and 
businesses and for guidance to the clergy and people. 

2nd Province: Deaconess Dorothea F. Betz, Representative. 
Deaconess Celia E. Brown, 423 W. 46th Street New York 19: February. 1948 

It is indeed nice to be well and able to do things. I enjoy my work in 
New York very much. I live with a delightful family on 18th Street near 
the Seminary. It is possible to get to the Church in ten or fifteen 
minutes at the most. 

Deaconess Elizabeth G. Newbold,St. Mary's Hall, Burlington, N.J.: For 110 
years, it has been the custom here for the Bishop to give a Feast to the 
School. This was always a very delightful party, with best clothes and 
beautiful decorations and a turkey for the piece de risistance. This 
year, Bishop Gardiner asked the School if they would agree for him to 
give the cost of the dinner to the Presiding Bishop's Fund for Overseas 
Relief. They agreedandentered into the spirit of making it the Bishop's 
Fast instead of the Bishop's Feast. The Freshmen were in charge of the 
decorations and produced a surprising number of knit articles which were 
hung from the chandeliers and around the room. At the entrance was a 
large poster with the one work 'Inasmuch' on it; the tables were bare. 
no doilies or flowers: they had made very rough candlesticks out of clay 
and in them were any stubs of candles they could find, all colors and 
sizes: on the Menu was a poem composed by a student carrying out the 
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thought. The Physiology class made.up the menu to consist of the number 
of calories which the people in Europe can have for one day---tomato 
soup with barley (no service plates). cornbeef hash, stewed corn (no 
seconds) one slice of bread and three prunes. They wore their old clothes 
which were then put in the bags for Church World Service. The Bishop 
presented a Fifty Dollar bill and on their side the students through the 
Service League presented a check for Fifty Dollars. 

3rd Province: Deaconess Newman, St. Paul. Va., Representative. 
Deaconess Edith A. Booth has had some trips for speaking about her work 
this fall and winter, and on each occasion had the opportunity to present 
the Deaconess Order. She was in Iowa, Baltimore, New York and Boston. 
(She is a living example of the , Order-atits best - joyous in her work 
for Christ, full of energy and enthusiasm and with love for all mankind. 
May she have many such chances to present the Order to the women of the 
Church. Ed.) 

4th Province: Deaconess Bedell, Everglades, Florida. who writes: June 12: MV 
headquarters are in the town of Everglades. and as-there is no Church 
nearer than 80 miles, I am almost as isolated as I was in Alaska. I 
always go to Palm Beach once or twice a year to Bethesda-Church-by-the-
sea. Our Suffragan Bishop and Father Wilkes of Cocoanut Grove have just 
visited us for a few days going with me to the several centers of our 
work. This is a tourist town, gate to the Ten 'Thousand Islands. Melly 
Church people from all over the United States call at the Mission: all 
are interested in our Seminole Indians. When possible. I give out our 
Deaconess literature and one lady was interested in the Retiring Fund. 

5th Province: Deaconess Edna M. Sargent, Representative. 
Deaconess Searle, Addyston, Ohio, :November, 1947. 

Quotation from 'St.Andrew's Evangel': 
Director of Church School, Deaconess Searle. 
Our enrollment has reached 66. October 12th. 3 teachers and 2 officers 
attended a regional teachers' meeting at the Church of the Advent. 
Cincinnati. October 26th, our cross and flag bearers. Joe Benter and 
Jimmy Crosby with Miss Tromey and Deaconess Searle, attended the annual 
service of the Acolytes' Guild. 

6th Province: Deaconess Marion Brown, Gallup. N.M., Representative. 
Quotation from St. Faith's News, May, 1947:- 

"The Good Shepherd Mission, Fort Defiance, Arizona ministers to the 
neighboring people in this area at four different centers. At one of 
these, Deaconess Peppers is working while Deaconess Marion Brown worki 
at Coal Mine, Window Rock and also at the Mission. Their Religious 
Education Program is broad. There are the Church Schools throughout the 
year as well as weekday classes in winter and daily Bible Schools in sum .- 
mer. Plansare going forward fora girls' cappforthe 'teenage group. and 
for a Young People's Fellowship. The Woman's Auxiliary has 90 members. 
Deaconess Brown writes: 'It is our aim to reach every person in our com-
munion, who is not connected with another Communion, and to bring him to 
a realization of our Lord and the more abundant life He came to give." 
Last summer. Deaconess Brown was-in charge of the work of the students 
sent to this district by the Student Field Service of the National 
Council. In January. the National Council brought herEast to attend the 
Conference for Youth at Seabury House. 

7th Province: Deaconess Affleck. Texas. 
Deaconess Affleck has been busy as Chairman of the Survey Committee in get-

ting that work under way, through correspondence and interviews. She 
is expecting to go into residence at St. Faith's in March and to stay 
for sometime assisting Deaconess Johnson in the many duties before her. 

8th Province: Deaconess Booz, Los Angeles. She writes from The Episcopal Deaco- 
ness House: Feb. 9th. 

Today we have Deaconess Jane F.:George for a day's visit. She only 
lives at Santa Barbara but had never been here to this house and no one 
knew her. She is very charming, She lives with a friend. 

Deaconess Mytton is coming to live with Us. She has always lived alone. 
We hope she will like us after she gets used to us. 

Deaconess English and Smith (Texas) stopped here on their summer tour. 
Deaconess Steiger, Gallaway and myself live here now. 
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OVERSEAS 

Quote from St. Faith's News, May. 1947. 
"At Commencement we were thrilled to recieve airadiogram from Shanghai 

signed 'Ashsmith'. Could it be a joint message from Deaconess Ashcroft and Elda 
Smith?" 

Shoehorn, Klangsu, China, November 15, 1947: Deaconess Putnam: Next week, I 
start off for my next Short Term School for women at Changshu which is one of our 
large centers; having some six country stations attachwitoit, and all will send 
representatives. As my assistant. Miss Lucy Shao, who is new to this post but an 
old and valued friend and a seasoned worker, will go with me. We shall go in 
style (if you can call a truck bus style) and it will take us less than twohours 
instead of five days on a small boat. We shall have women from inquirers to old 
Christians, from Kindergarten to seventy year olds. 

I have also been asked by Bishop Roberts to visit the day schools of the 
diocese, check up on deficiencies etc.. hardly a popular assignment. 

This summer, this Diocese had the privilege of entertaining the General 
Synod of the whole Chinese Church, and the national meeting of the Women's Miss-
ionary Service League. It was wonderful to see the delegates fromall over China 
and to know that we were knit together again as one body in the Anglican Communion 
in China but sad to hear of the unrest in civil war areas. I wish we could show 
some of the 'Parlor pinks in America what this brand of communism means in act-
ual practice. The present government is not perfect and sadly needs reform, but it 
is the only constituted government at present and we should stand by it and help 
in its reform.-But meanwhile the Church of Christ goes on. 

England: A common cross for the Order has now been adopted. 

Canada: Deaconess Margaret Newton, Fairview. Alberta. 
We hit 65belowonenightandremained under 30 for nine days, but had plenty of 

wood. I vanned around in the summer but broke down 17 times. Once we walked 
five miles. I had to travel the last twenty miles with the mailman in his horse-
drawn wagon, but at the end of the trail lives one of our best families who have 
raised fifteen children right out there. I baptized the three youngest. 

India: In spite of communal rioting and uncertainty as to the future, the 
work goes steadily on. 

Lahore: St. Hilda's; A young soldier who spent his leave here wrote ---- 
Oct. 20, 1947 

St. Hilda's is a well built house with wide hall, large, airy lofty rooms. 
and a flat roof, suited to theclimate. There is aglorious chapel. One is early 
conscious that here dwelleth a family and that this is their home. From my bed-
room window. I could see the Cathedral, and the children at play, running and 
shouting. -- Fourteen days at St. Hilda's and I still hear the laughing voices of 
those Anglo-Indians." A few days after this, the Head Deaconess Dora Murdie 
died of cholera; a few days previously, Miss Turpin had succumbed to the same 
disease. 
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THE DEACONESS 
MARCH 1949, 	 Gertrude Stewart, Editor. 

Due to the high oost of printing there has not been any issue of 
"The Deaconess" for a year. Spec:11AI letters have been sent out at va-
rious times, and more are soon to be sent to you. It was felt by the 
National Executive Committee of the National Conferenoe of Deoconesses 
that this was the best way to keep you informed about the present situ-
ation and future plans for our Order. News items of past events are 
listed so that you may know what has happened since the last issue. 

May 12, 1948.  A.M. The National Executive Committee met in New 
York at St. Faith's House. There was much discussion of the material 
presented by Deaconess Affleck for the Survey Committee. 

P.M. A Conference of Deaconesses was held, with 17 Deaconesses 
present. Routine busineas with reports and discussion of future plans 
took LID the time. It was especially interesting to have three from the 
Mid-West, Deaconesses Sargent. Robinson and Seymour, and one from the 
Far-West, Deaconess Potter, present, and they were helpful in their 
points of view. 

May 13th.  St. Faith's Commencement in the Cathedral. It wes an 
impressive servioe with a fine sermon by the Rev. Dr. Louis W. Pitt, 
on "A Blessed Vocation." A reception and Lunoheon at St.Faith's House 
gave a delightful social time to all the guests. 

May 13th  (evening) to May 15th  (morning). The Retreat for Deacon-
esses (total attendance 21). Director, Rev. Father Schlueter. Subjeot, 
"The Great Forty Days." Summary of Meditations. 

A time of being with Christ. He made it clear to the disciples 
that it was really he, himself, so that they forever after had the sense 
of his real presence "even unto the end". 

II. A time of schooling his disciples. 	He opened their under- 
standing." Meditation is an experience of facts. 1. Read: 2. Think; 
3. Feel; 4. Do. It requires our heads, hearts and hands. 

III. A time of waiting for Power. The Holy Spirit is the source of 
this power. "He will take of mine and show it unto you." The Church 
is His creation and the Sacraments give living contact with Him. 

IV. A time of joy. After the Ascension they were filled with joy.-- 
a fruit of the Spirit, next to love. Let us magnify the Lord and we 
shall be saved from our troubles. Joy either converts or confounds 
others, 

November 3rd.  A meeting of the National Executive Committee was 
held in Washington, D.C. in the Nurses' Home of the Episcopal Hospital. 
The usual routine business was accomplished, and reports made. One 
very important resolution passed at that time was as follows: 

"Resolved that the office of Executive Secretary be 
created for a period of one year, beginning January 1, 1949, 
for the purpose of oarrying out the program to be set up by the 
Executive Committee." 

Deaconess Ruth Johnson was appointed Executive Secre-
tary to establish headquarters for the Order. 
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Deaconess Affleck stated that the Survey Report will be sent to 
all Bishops, Deaconesses and interested persons, early in 1949. 

January 6, 1949. The first circular letter from the new Execu- 
tive Secretary was sent to all Deaconesses, and reply cards were en-ClaSea. 
We hope that a good response ,Ias been made. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

It is now time to begin planning for National Conference to be 
held this year in San Francisco on Friday,. September 23rd. Deaconess 
Margaret Booz (542 S. Boyle Avenue, Los Angeles 33, Calif) has been 
appointed rhairman of Arrangements. She has already conferred with 
some of our Order on the West coast and later on she will outline what 
each of us can do. 

The future life of the Order depends upon our getting our needs 
before General Convention. The sympathetic interest of the House of 
3ishops and of other clergy must be enlisted. We plan to ask General 
Convention to establish and support a training school for the Order. 
The Deaconess Order, in turn, must take an active part in the program 
set up by the Executive Committee through their Executive Secretary. 
We urge your cooperation if or when Deaconess Johnson assigns you a . 
share in the work to be done before September. 

Will you send suggestions as to topics for discussion at National 
Conference? Suggestions heard before have again come forward: a Cen-
ter, a closer organization

' 
 associates. Since a number of Bishops 

and other clergy who have the interest of the Order at heart have in-
dioated that the lack of the above is a weakness of the Order, it is 
high time that National Conference do more than table a discussion of 
these needs. 

NEWS ITEMS 

Deaconess Margaret Booz has been released as Head Deaconess of the 
Los Angeles Episcopal Deaconess House and has taken up work On the 
staff of the Church of the Advent in Los Angeles. Her address is 
4976 West Adams Blvd, Los Angeles, California. 

Deaconesses Edith Booth and Amelia Brereton are now working in St. 
Paul's Mission, Amherst, Virginia. It was a big break from their work 
in Dante and St. Paul, Virginia, from their many years of devoted 
service there. 

Deaconess Mary Louise Steiger of Los Angeles, California, was honored 
by an article of appreciation in the L.A.Edition of Forth recently, 
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giving details of her long service in the Church in that city. She 
is now ninety-six years old. 

Deaconess Amelia M. Propper celebrated her 100th birthday on November 
10, 1948. It was noted in both the public press and in the Church pa-
pers. Her work had been among the Indians in Dakota, and as a nurse 
in Alabama. The beginning and ending of her life have been in New York. 

Deaconess Mary C. West reports for the Retiring Fund for Deaconesses; 
"The printing and mailing of a report and appeal, 'Too Little for Too 
Few', was good publicity and brought a fair response in contributions. 
$2341 were received last year, and one bequest of $683. 	The need for 
the Fund has greatly increased, beneficiaries now numbering sixteen, 
and the Treasurer and Directors realize that a larger endowment is ab- 
solutely necessary." 	In regard to the Pence Box Offering, she says! 
"It ie presented at the Annual Meeting, and is used for expenses, not 
endowment. We euggest that everyone keep thie in mind and send SOME-
THING, even if only postage stamps. The amount received in 1947 was 
)104: in 1948, )76.23. The corporation of the Fund includes every 
deaconess and the Pence Box Offering should be a corporate offering." 

From the February 3rd issue of The Witness, we quote: "St. Faith's 
House hes recently been taken over by the Cathedral of St. John the 
Divine. The trustees of the Training School, however, have been al-
lotted space in the building and will carry on the work Of the School 
by granting scholarships to properly qualified women to pursue studies 
and training consistent with that set forth in the canon on Deacon-
eeses, under the guidance of a representative of the School. Deacon-
ess training as prescribed by the canon can be secured at eny of the 
Church Training Schools. 

IN MEMORIAM 
Deaconess Addie F. Morris entered into Life Eternal on May 30, 1948, 
in Philadelphia, where she had served in Neighborhood Houses and 
Parishes as a faithful servant of Chriet. 

Deaconess Louisa A. Freeman died on October 8, 1948 ,in Switzerland. 
Her work had been in parishes in Philadelphia. 
Deaconess Clara E. Le Hew pessed to the Life Beyond on October 13, 1948 
in Richland Center, Wisconsin. She had worked in the Dioceses of 
Western Neoreska, Wyoming, and Central New York. 

Deaconess Mary I. Potter died on December 14, 1948, in Los Angeles, 
Calif. She had served in Japan, Haweii, New York and California. 
Deaconess Lucy N. Carter died on Itanuery l s in Shirley, Virginia. Her 
work had been among various tribes of Inditns in Nevada. 

0 God, whose mercies cannot be numbered, accept our 
prayers on behalf of the souls of these thy servants 
departed, and grant them an entrance into the land of 
light and joy, in the fellowship of thy saints; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 	Amen. 
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March. 1950 (last issue March. 1949. mimeographed) 

TESTIMONY OF A DEACONESS 

The Deaconess Conference in San Francisco was my first one. this Gener-
al Convention likewise my first. I was whole heartedly enthusiastic, and 
knew them both as inspiring stimulating experiences. 

I was thrilled to meet the twenty or more deaconesses whom I met. It 
gave me. a deaconess who does not have ready access to an active community 
of deaconesses, a glimpse of the body of which I am a member. This glimpse 
was further heightened in General Convention- the Church Universal ("all one 
body we"). There came a stunning realization of the power we hold in our 
possession as members incorporated - as partakers of Christ, and we often 
dissipate all this thru a negativistic attitude and role. 

There came an illuminating moment, challenge in those missionary ses-
sions and - would you believe it? There were empty seats among the dele-
gates' sections! Truly it's "high time to awake out of sleep", time" to 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ". I gained the impression at General Conven-
tion that there was a "boldness in Christ" to be recaptured; "an authoriti' 
to be regained: a singleness of purpose and a rededication to be desired, if 
we keep to the high purpose we declared when we received the manifold gifts 
of grace. 

I was keeply moved, deeply stirred to an appreciation of those martyrs 
who have held high the torch,thelight,through centuries of apathetic Christ-
ians. 

(Signed) 
GLADYS HALL, 

Deaconess. 

GREETING FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESS 

January 18. 1950 

Dear Deaconesses: 

This is a letter of greeting from the new Chairman of the Executive 
Committee. I have accepted this office with great reluctance and humility. 



knowing full well the importance of the problems we are facing in these next 
few years. 

At the meeting of the National Conference of Deaconesses in San Fran-
cisco. we stressed our "one-ness" in the Order. We realized that if the 
Order of Deaconesses is to continue, we must all work together as never be-
fore. A good beginning was made last year in the Provincial meetings called 
by our Executive Secretary. We must continue to draw closer together, by 
meetings and correspondence. The Executive Committee needs the co-operation 
of every member of the Order. If we are to go forward, we need your sugges-
tions, your advice and your prayers. We must further the sense of unity 
which was demonstrated in our meetings in San Francisco. It was good to 
meet so many deaconesses who had been only names to many of us and it should 
be much easier for us to realize the bonds that unite us in the service of 
our Blessed Lord. Let us pray that it may please Him to guide and inspire 
the whole Order of Deaconesses. that being filled with zeal. we may serve 
His Holy Church in purity. humility and self-sacrifice, to the glory of His 
Holy Name. 

Faithfully yours. 	(Signed) 

HILDA L. DIETERLY, 
Chairman. 

THIS AND THAT 
FROM THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S DESK 

ACTION BY GENERAL CONVENTION, SAN FRANCISCO, 1949: 

Re - affirmed (1931) the Church's recognition of the office and work 
of deaconesses as "the one and only order of the ministry for women which we 
can recommend our branch of the Catholic Church to recognize and use"- 

Adopted a canonical amendment providing that the recorder of General 
Convention be notified of the setting apart. or any change in the status of 
a deaconess. 

Noncurrence by the House of Deputies on proposed canonical amendment 
to require that a deaconess candidate The a graduate of a college or uni-
versity or the equivalent thereof". 

THE ADVISORY COMMISSION, 1950 - 1952: 

The Bishop of Alabama, 	 Deaconesses Bechtol, Crow. 
The Bishop of Chicago, 	 Dieterly, R. Johnson, 
The Bishop of Los Angeles 	 Truesdell. 

The Rev. W. Carroll Brooke, Southwestern Virginia 
The Very Rev. Gerald G. Moore. Dallas 
The Rev. Canon Thomas A. Sparks, New York. 

Mrs. Arthur B. Kinsolving, II, Miss Elizabeth McCracken. 

THE PUBLICITY COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL CONFERENCE: 

To date, the meibership consists of Frances B. Affleck with Mary Trues-
dell as co-chairman; Lydia Ramsay (New York). Evelyn Seymour (Salina).Kath-
arine Phelps (California). The last three members are prepared to distri-
bute Deaconess printed matter in their respective areas. Orders sent to 
your nearest "supply depot" will be expeditiously filled. 

To help defray mailing costs, a gift of "postage" will be appreciated. 

The Executive Secretary requests that there be sent to her office the 
names, titles and addresses of clerical and lay leaders in your diocesan 
departments of Promotion, Religious Education; also summer conference 



heads, diocesan or provincial. Since its publication some changes have oc-
curred in the 1950 Living Church Annual. Names received will be placed on 
a master list which will be available to the Publicity Committee and to o-
ther committees now under consideration. Success in extending our public-
ity will depend in great part on YOUR full co-operation in supplying names 
asked for. Thank you. 

Indications point to Racine. Wisconsin. as the meeting place of the 
1950 National Conference during the second week of October. Details will 
be forthcoming in the Executive Secretary's next letter. 

As (if!) the pressure of time-consuming activities decreases, personal 
notes will acknowledge the many heartening messages of encouragement receiv-
ed from so many of you. In the meantime THIS AND THAT concludes with a 
grateful "Thank you". Appreciative acknowledgment is also made here of the 
many informative replies to queries about yourselves and/or your work, and 
of the quick response you made to the last communication. Concerning the 
latter, it is now my privilege and pleasure to announce for the Board of 
Trustees of the New York Training School for Deaconesses the election of 
our Executive Committee Chairman. Hilda Dieterly (Central New York) to mem-
bership on the Board. Our prayerful good wishes go to this Board as they 
make other decisions in regard to the School's future training program. 

RESUME OF MINUTES OF NATIONAL CONFERENCE HELD FRIDAY, Sept.23,1949 
St. James' Church, San Francisco. 

Twenty-five Deaconesses present from thirteen Dioceses and five Missionary 
Districts. 

RESOLUTIONS PASSED: 
I. WHEREAS, The Lambeth Conference of 1948 reaffirmed Resolution 67 of 
the Conference of 1930 that "the Order of Deaconesses is for women the one 
and only Order of the Ministry which we can recommend our branch of the 
Catholic Church to recognize and use"; (Resolution 114) and 

WHEREAS THE General Convention of 1931 adopted a Resolution affirming 
its acceptance of the above mentioned Resolution 67 of the Lambeth Confer-
ence of 1930: and 

WHEREAS THE Lambeth Conference of 1948 passed a Resolution (116) recom-
mending "that in all parts of the Anglican Communion the work of deacon-
esses should be encouraged and their status and function defined":there 
fore, 

RE IT RESOLVED, that the General Convention of 1949 be requested to re-
affirm the Resolution adopted by the General Convention of 1931, " that the 
Order of Deaconesses is for women the one and only Order of the Ministry 
which we can recommend our branch of the Catholic Church to recognize and 
use", and be it further 

RESOLVED, that such a re-affirmation, if adopted, be made known to the 
Church at large through such channels as the Presiding Bishop may select. 
2. Amendment of By-Laws. Sec. 4.. .Dues shall be One Dollar per year. paya-
ble annually. 
3. Amendment of By-Laws. Sec. 5.. .The Conference shall meet annually. 
During the year of General Convention, the Conference shall meet at the 
time and place of General Convention, and is to be known as the "triennial 
meeting". The Executive Committee shall designate the time and place of 
other annual meetings. Legislation shall be effected only at the trienni-
al meeting. 

(Note: Proposed at the meeting in 1949. the above two amendments will 
be voted on at the triennial meeting in Boston, 1952). 
OTHER ACTION: 

Recommendation was voted that Deaconesses be urged to complete work 
for undergraduate and graduate degrees. 

The office of Executive Secretary created by the Executive Committee. 
Nov. 1948 was approved. The National Conference commissioned the Executive 
Committee to determine ways and means of making this a permanent office. 
(Deaconess Johnsonwas re-appointed Executive Secretary for 1950 at a subse-
quent meeting of the Executive Committee.) 



The Executive Committee was also commissioned to set up two committees 
of Publicity and Finance as recommended by the Executive Secretary, and to 
look further into the matter of training, the establishment of a Central 
House, and the setting up of a Working Deaconess Center. 

REPORTS READ AND ACCEPTED: Chairman, Lillian Crow. 
On Survey and Evaluation, Frances Affleck 

(The filing of this Report concluded the work of this Commit- 
tee and it was discharged with an appreciative "Well done".) 

Executive Secretary's with Recommendations, Ruth Johnson. 
Advisory Commission's Report to General Convention, read by the 

Chairman. 
Provincial Reports, read by the Chairman. 
Chicago Chapter, Ruth Parsons. 

National Conference reconvened on Wednesday. Oct. 5th and after minor 
business adjourned sine die. 

REPORT OF TREASURER TO NATIONAL CONFERENCE AT SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 23. 1949 

GENERAL FUND 

Cr. 
Dec. 31, 1948, Balance on hand 	  $ 151.11 

Receipts, dues, gifts, 	interest 	 69.24 
$ 220.35 

Dr. 
To mimeographing "The Deaconess". 

1949 	  13.10 
By balance 	  $ 207.25 
Cr. 

Jan. 	15, 1950. By receipts, dues, gifts, 	interest 33.57 
$ 240.82 

Dr. 
To National Conference Expenses 	 39.00 
By balance on hand 	  $ 201.82 

EMERGENCY FUND: 
Sept. 23. 1949,By balance on hand 	  $ 000.00 

Cr. 
Sept. 23, 1949 By offering at San Francisco, 	 329.00 

Dr. 
By grant to a deaconess 	 50.00 

Jan. 15. 1950 	By balance on hand 	  $ 279.00 

RETIRING FUND: 
Sept 23. 1949 By offering at San Francisco 	 $ 410.00 

CONCERNING PAYMENT OF DUES: 
Since no statements have been issued by a Treasurer for many years, it 

is hoped that very few errors will be found in the Treasurer's records in re-
gard to DUES paid to date. Your indulgence is besought! The Executive Co-
mittee suggests that those Deaconesses who approve the proposed amendment 
(to raise dues to $1.00 per year) May wish to indicate their approval by pay 
ing their dues for this Triennium at the proposed rate of $1.00 per year. 
Beginning with 1950, the Treasurer's bookkeeping will be simplified because 
Deaconesses will be billed for dues annually not later than January 31st, 
and Deaconesses will pay individually and not through Chapters. 

(Signed) CLARA M. SEARLE, 
Treasurer. 



THE RETIRING FUND FOR DEACONESSES 

A Directors Meeting was held in San Francisco and the officers elec-
ted for the year are - - - 

President. Ruth M. Parsons. 212 S. Ashland Blvd., Chicago 7, Ill. 
Vice-President, Ruth Johnson, 419 W. 110th St.. New York 25. N.Y. 
Secretary. Mary C. West. 2914 Broadway. New York 25. N.Y. 

The other directors are: Amelia Brereton, Lillian Crow, Hilda L. Die-
terly, Ruby H. Thomson. 

Counsel and Treasurer. Joseph P. Smyth. Jr.. 230 Park Ave.,N.Y. 
17, appointed Feb. 1, 1950. 

This Fund has suffered a severe loss in the death of its Treasurer and 
Counselor, Edmund Ruffin Beckwith. After a long and tedious illness, he 
died on Dec. 17th. During this long illness., he kept the Fund's business 
up-to-the-minute. When he became Treasurer in 1935. the Fund was about 
$50.000. Steady progress has been made until today, it amounts to over 
$150,000 and has just ended its best year;--best in income and with the 
highest amount of benefits paid. Two beneficiaries died during the year-- 
F. Harriet Mytton and Zulma Bispham. Kate Sibley Shaw was also a benefic-
iary for a short time. The Number now is 15. 

The offering at San Francisco was the largest in many years. $410.00 
Since then the following memorials have been received: 

From Deaconess Gillespy in memory of Deaconess Shaw, 	$ 100.00 
From George H. Sibley in memory of Deaconess Shaw. 	 100.00 
From Miss C. Estelle Smith in memory of her sister. • 

Deaconess Edith C. Smith 	 100.00 
In lieu of flowers at funeral of General Beckwith 	 100.00 
Various contributions since September 	 344.00  

Total received for the last three months 	 $1154.00  

EAST-MEETS-WEST DINNER 

On the evening of September 22, 1949. in San Francisco, twenty-five 
deaconesses. representing 17 dioceses, met for a very informal dinner in 
a little eating house near the Cathedral, sitting at small tables. Fol-
lowing the dinner, the deaconesses assembled in a room of the Chapter 
House of Grace Cathedral. We sat around the room in a large circle, and 
each in turn gave her name and told of the work she was doing. An inter-
esting variety of service was reported. including care of children in a 
Church Home, city mission visiting. Church settlement work in various ru-
ral communities, work among the Indians. parochial duty and religious edu-
cation. Present also were deaconesses who have retired from active duty. 
It was a very enjoyable meeting and brought together deaconesses that had 
never met before. One expressed it. "I was set apart and sent at once into 
the field. I have met but few of the Order. It was an inspiring and 
thrilling experience to meet so many'sister deaconesses and to realize I 
am a part of an Order doing such fine work in so many places in Christ's 
Vineyard" 

M.P.T. 

PROVINCIAL REPRESENTATIVES 

I. Elizabeth H. Coe, 2 Clement St., Worcester 3. Mass. 
2. Dorothea F. Betz, 22-93 222 Street, Queen's Villa. N.Y. 
3. Anne Newman, St. Paul, Va. 
4. Harriet M. Bedell. Glade Cross Mission. Everglades, Florida 



5. Edna M. Sargent. 212 S. Ashland Blvd., Chicago. Ill. 
6. 
7. Gladys Hall, Brownson Home. Victoria, Texas. 
8. Margaret Booz. 4976 W. Adams Blvd., Los Angeles 16. Col. 

(Each Representative acts as Correspondent for her Province.) 

NEWS OF DEACONESSES 

1st Province: Elizabeth H. Coe. Representative. 
Hemphill, Rachel 0., 40 Locust St.. Greenwich. Conn. 

Very comfortable and happy. Many friends come to see me and we 
talk about the old days when we were busily engaged in the service 
of our King. Some of them still are, but I have reached the wait-
ing period when retrospect seems pleasant. 

Hobart, Mabel, Westover. Washington, Conn. 
I am retired and doing no Church work except the Womans Auxiliary 
in our parish for which I have done the box work for several years 
As I am one of the older deaconesses, few would know me. 

Lovell, Anna W., 17 Prudential Rd., Worcester 6, Mass. 
In January of this year. I resigned my job as Asst. Treas. of All 
Saints (and it now takes two people to do what I did!) but I'm 
still parish chairman for the Diocesan Supply Dept. and in charge 
of surgical dressings at our weekday all day meetings. Margaret 
hasn't been well for the past two months so I'm rather tied down 
at home. 

Johnson, Mary S.. St. Hilda's House. New Haven 11, Conn. 
Everything goes with us in a happy routine. We are busy as can be. 
always much that is interesting to do. but very uninteresting to 
write about. 

McNulty, E. Suzanne. 66 Benefit St.. Providence 3. R. I. 
I have been in bed with a 3rd attack of grippe. I've been organiz-
ing 2 new missions. 25 miles apart in rural R.I.. one now hombase-
ment church, very lovely, the other meets in a fire station hall. 
In March, I could only stagger (nice for a deak!) so Bp. Bennett 
gave me a beautiful free apartment here. May be in part time work 
in September. 

Thomson, Ruby Helen, St. Hilda's House. 80 Broadway, NS* Haven 11.Conn. 
It seems strange not to be able to make a thrilling and heart 
warming story of our happy routine, but it doesn't seem possible. 
We have a wonderful young rector and splendid assistant. 

Trask, Elizabeth R., 86 School St., Gardiner, Maine. 
The work goes on in the 3 places, as usual. On Holy Innocents Day 
we had a big group at the children's Christmas service and party 
here at Christ Church, the day being bright and mild. On Thurs-
day evening, our Church School children at St. Andrew's. Pittston. 
presented creditably the pageant "God's Greatest Gift" at the 
Christmas service and enjoyed their tree afterward. It was the 
traditional weather for St. Andrew's. very cold and blustery. The 
church stands high on a hill above the Kennebec. However, the 
small part of the Church we are able to heat in winter was well 
filled with parents. babies, guests and 23 of the 24 on our Church 
School roll. At St. John's, Dresden. we have our Christmas serv-
ice and tree on Jan.l. 

2nd Province: Dorothea F. Betz. representative. 
Armstrong. Anna R., St. Clare's House, Upper Red Hook, N.Y. 

Every Deaconess is remembered by name during the interecessions at 
Terce. Recently another group of Vassar girls had a day of devo-
tions or retreat. The Associates of the House have contributed 
generously to its comfort and support. 

Simpson. Clara H., St. Clare's House. Upper Red Hook, N.Y. 
On Dec. 4. 1949, celebrated 57th anniversary of having been set a-
part as a Deaconess. 

Brown. Celia Elizabeth, St. Clements Church, N.Y. 



On Saturday afternoon, with Deaconess Ramsay, meets for prayer and 
study, with others living nearby joining them. 

Ramsay. Lydia A., Flushing, N.Y.. 
The Church Schoolat St. Mark's-in-the-Bouwerie is growing rapidly; 
through this channel am able to contact the unchurched parents. 

Betz, Dorothea F., Garden City, L.I.. N.Y. 
Certainly wish we could in some way have a quarterly paper 
with deaconess news. May be we could have an Executive Secre-
tary News Letter monthly. 

Newbold, Elizabeth G., St. Mary's Hall, Burlington. N.J. 
I an not teaching in the School this year--realized the age 
span between me and the Freshmen was too great: also, we are 
very fortunate in having as teacher Rachel Walker of St. Mary's 
Hall, Shanghai.- trained and competent. I continue to help the 
Dept. Christian Education of the Auxiliary in the Diocese of 
Pennsylvania. 

Propper, Amelia M., House of the Holy Comforter. New York. 58. 
Recovered marvelously from an eye operation at the age of 101. 

Patterson, Katrina L. and Mary T., 248 Madison Rd.. Scarsdale, N.Y. 
Are in poor health which comes with advancing years. 

Thompson, Amy G., St. John's Home for the Blind. Brooklyn 13. N.Y. 
Is enjoying better vision since her eye operation. 

3rd Province: Anne W. Newman, Representative. 
Binns. Margaret D., Nora. Va. 

St. Andrew's. Nora, is a busy place, and their young people's 
work is especially active now. She is only thirteen miles from 
Grace House, St. Paul. so we get to see her oftener than the 
others. 

Booth. Edith A., Amherst. Va., 
Brereton, Amelia, Amherst, Va. 

They have been located here at St. Paul's Mission since Feb. 1, 
1949 and are very happy. Miss Mayer and I spent a night with 
them in November. Deaconess Booth is busy with her Handicraft 
Department work and is teaching many of the people in that 
community to do the work. Deaconess Brereton teaches part of 
every day in the Day School which is connected with the Mission 
helping the one teacher who has over forty pupils in all grades. 

Dunlap, Madeline. Vernon Hill. Va. 
She and her nurse associate. Miss May Bonner, are busy as can 
be at Dabney House; Miss Bonner runs the little hospital and 
clinic. and Deaconess Dunlap works with Sunday Schools, Auxil-
iary groups and other activities of the Church. 

Newman, Anne W., Grace House, St. Paul. Va. 
We have been having almost an epidemic of influenza and pneu-
monia here on the mountain. Also a tiny three-year-old girl 
who has cancer, had an operation in Charlottesville, and came 
home the first of January; since then, we have been driving to 
Bristol, fifty-six milesaway, three times each week to take her 
to the doctor there for X-ray treatments. 

In the spring, a meeting of the deaconesses of the State of 
Virginia was held at Ascension Church, Amherst. when Deaconess 
Johnson. met with us. Present were deaconesses Hutton. Booth. 
Brereton. Dunlap, Redd, Radford. Boorman. and Miss Mayer. We 
all enjoyed it so much. 

4th Province: Harriet M. Bedell. representative,GladeCross Mission, Ever-
glades, Florida. Writes: I distribute the literature and have 
given three talks on the work of the Order. Distances are too 
great to keep in touch with other deaconesses. The tiny 4 room 
house I live in is the headquarters of the Mission. The field 
is a large one, extending 80 miles East to Miami. 72 West to Ft. 
Myers, 40 miles North to Immokalee. Here the people are mostly 
white cattle ranchers who were baptized and confirmed by Bp.Gray 
Now literature is distributed, children baptized, and occasional 
services held. In 1898. Bp. Gray established this mission of 



Glade Cross among the Mikasukies. The work consists of visits 
to the Indian villages and industrial work, often among the de-
scendants of the original baptized persons. Nearly every day. 
they cone to the Mission or send for me to come to them--sick 
ness. letters to be read or written, a new baby born, blankets 
given, prayer offered, a funeral conducted. 

5th Province: Edna M. Sargent, Representative. 
In October, we had a very helpful three days' RetreatatEle Kov-
en Foundation, Racine, Wisconsin. The Foundation is under the 
Sisters of St. Mary. Each Year, we go at this particular time. 
The quietness and dignity of the Sisters' Chapel is a benedic-
tion in itself. The conductor was The Rev. Geo. B. Gibbs, one 
of the Cowley Fathers (S.S.J.E.) working with us on our City 
Mission staff. In Advent, we went to St. Mark's Church. Evans-
ton, for our annual Quiet Day. In Holy Week, we will have anoth-
er one. 

Bradley. Agnes, Evanston, Ill. 
She has leased a house here and is working as Director of Relig-
ious Education in St. Mark's Church. 

Smith, Eleanor, 203 North St.. Elgin. Ill. 
She is Devotional Secretary for the Diocese, does a great deal 
of traveling over the Diocese, speaking on the Devotional Life 
for women and holding Quiet Days. This is in addition to her 
Church School Correspondence School in the Town and Country 
Council. 

Taylor, Helen, 203 North St., Elgin. Ill. 
She is doing Religious Educational work in several of our Wes-
tern suburbs. 

Wilson. Grace., Weaver. Dorothy. Parsons, Ruth M., Orwig. Clare E. 
Sargent. Edna M., All working with the City Missions. 

212 S. Ashland Blvd., Chicaao 7, Ill. 
6th Province. No report.- 
7th Province: Iladys Hall, Brownson Home, Victoria, Texas. 

English. Harriet H.. St. Anne's Mission. El Paso. Texas. 
Smith, Grace E., St. Anne's Mission, El Paso. Texas. 

In two years, we shall retire. We are constantly biting off 
more than we can chew and feel the need of a priest who can 
shoulder the responsibility of management. 

We now have two groups of the Guild-Auxiliary that meet 
evenings. On Saturday, they are giving a tamale sale to raise 
money for their share of the scholarship which the Auxiliary 
of this Diocese (New Mexico) voted to raise for a young man 
who wants to study for the ministry. Our Auxiliary is sponsor-
ing and providing the supper for a 'Teen-age group;which meets 
Sundays from 5-8 P.M. The menu is usually tamale, enchiladas 
or tacos. In lent, we have a special dish called capirotada. 
It is very yummy. In Lent, we go every Wednesday night to a 
little Church in Canutillo to give meditation and prayer. It 
is a drive of about 20 miles. part of it through mesas, quite 
wild, then through cotton fields. We start in the late after-
noon as the sun is setting; the shadows and coloring are hea-
venly. We have a guest room so if you come this way. please 
stop for a visit. 

8th Province: Booz, Margaret. representative. 
The Deaconess Home. Diocese of Los Angeles, according to the 
plans of the Diocese will be closed soon. 

Badgley. an  English deaconess retired after years of service in 
China is at The Deaconess House recovering from a serious oper-
ation. 

Booz. Margaret. is working with the Church of the Advent, going well' 
Massey. Charlotte G., San Diego, Cal. 

She is pleasantly situated and helping in the parish work at 
All Saints' Church. 



Calloway, Laura. The Deaconess Home. 
She is well and active with her Chapel work and flowers. 

Rearden, Harriet, Yucaipa. Cal. 
She is in a Nursing Home. 

Steiger, Mary L, She is in a Nursing Home. now 97 years old. 
• Nosier. Myrtle C., is at The Deaconess Home. 

Adams, Edith M. Tucson, Ariz. 
"Between being a householder and caring for Deaconess Carter, 
she is kept busy, although she has interests in the Church's af-
fairs and serves as she can. She is the new director of the work 
in the rural field. Deaconess Carter is very frail". 

Allen, Miriam B., Monteagle. Tenn. 
She has gone back to her beloved work in Tennessee." 

Brown, Marian, Gallup. N.M. 
"She is in the Northern part of the State. working very hard.has 
no time to 'write letters, or make visits'." 

Tileston. Mary W., Tucson, Ariz. is very frail 
Ward, Mary Frances. Phoenix. Ariz. 

"I am physically inactive, but with the help of volunteers, can 
direct the work of the Church School by mail. 

OVERSEAS: 

China: Ashcroft, Evelyn M., St. Mary's Hall, Shanghai. 
October: The school is going on here. For ten days in the spring, we com-

muted to the American School. but were back here for exams and 
commencement. Classes began on Sept. 12th. The window panes bro-
ken by shrapnel have been replaced. Vines are growing over the 
fence. 277 pupils are enrolled in the junior and senior high 
school. I was able to help a girl out of a 'special': her little 
sister cried because she had to stay home. So far there has been 
little interference with the curriculum. The attendance at volun-
tary church services and Bible classes is good. For the little 
group of faithful Christian Chinese teachers and the missionaries 
who are here, there has been a wonderful sense of the Absolute. 
The future? We shall plant the seed of the Faith, and care for 
the young plants, as long as possible. 

Putnam. Katharine, Shanghai. 
May: 	I hope the Order will be preserved to continue to serve the 

Churches, but I think we should make any adaptation modern times 
may require, I feel ourpersonalPreferences should not be confus-
ed with Principles. I know the Canadian deaconesses can do just 
as good work without the garb, or wearing it on duty like a nurse. 
The garb does not make us: if we cannot make ourselves felt with-
out it, we are poor indeed. 

Philippine Republic: Dawson, Mary E. S., Upi. Mindanao. 
August: She has just been widowed. The language barrier was complete. 

I gave her a picture of Gethsemane. She knew the story, and put 
it on her wall and seemed pleased. 
Another woman in distress! 	Have you a picture like that one you 
gave----?" Gethsemane again! Thanks to you I had it. 
A boy's knock---"I like a picture of the 'Last supper'. Do you 
hab? Ramon he likes also but is shame to ask." Your pictures 
do help. 
A foul, hastily built "sanitary arrangement" has been replaced 
by a fresh wholesome one: galvanized iron patches over my kitchen 
windows have been replaced by glass, so now I can see in rain and 
wind, as well as fair weather. 

"She has a sink in her kitchen, and now a tap there, too. 
She takes a bath in the bath tub. A faucet flows there. too 
She cooks her food in the kitchen. And eats at a table, too" 

At Labungan and Nangi, new chapels have been erected. 
Thanks to you and the Reconstruction and Advance Fund! 



October: Minor and major ailments keep our new Dispensary nurse, Miss 
Epseranza Somebang, busy almost the clock round, but 
PLEASE! PLEASE! PLEASE! PRAY FOR A DOCTOR FOR UPI! 

November: Our Fiesta was celebrated by a pageant of St. Francis out doors 
with a trellis of pink flowering vine as a backdrop. Thanks to 
material gifts sent by our friends, our actors were arrayed in 
real splendor,-silks, velvets. brocades. laces. The pageant 
was written before the war, carried by a catechist from moun-
tain to mountain, all through the war years. 

IN MEMORIAM 

1949 
CARTER. Lucy N.. died January 1 in Shirley. Virginia. Her work had been 

among various tribes of Indians in Nevada. 
CHRISTMAN, Eliza A.. died July 9. in Quakertown. Pa. She was the widow 

of the Rev. Morris Christman. A fine tribute was paid to her by 
the Rev. Hiram R. Bennett, a former rector of Christ Church, Wil-
liamsport. Pa. under whom she worked for some years. He said in 
part--"For upwards of half a century, she was the parish deacon-
ess of Christ Church and as such, she was the first trained soc-
ial worker in Williamsport, if not in Central Pennsylvania. As 
rector. I saw her fine Christian character and keen strength as a 
builder of good men and women. It has been granted to few people 
to have the close influence over the lives of men and women that 
'Sister Eliza' had in Williamsport. Literally, unto the fourth 
generation, there are people who may - and do - rise up and call 
her blessed. She was the guide and counsellor of the whole com-
munity, and at various times, she was active in the City's sever-
al social agencies. But her chief love was at the altar of 
Christ Church. from which she drew the strength she needed.At 
the end of her ministry, it was her great joy to act as sponsor 
for Mary Frances Ward when she became a deaconess. Well done, 
good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of thy Lord.' " 

MYTTION, Harriet F., died August 4. at theage of 82 years, due to an auto-
mobile accident near her home. She was born in New Zealand, was 
educated in England and studied in the Cambridge Training College 
before being graduated from the Church Training and Deaconess 
House in Philadelphia in 1904. She was set apart that November 
by Bishop Whitaker of Pennsylvania, then went to take up work in 
Los Angeles. Cal. after a few years at Trinity Church, Reno. Nev. 
and in Spokane, Wash. 

BISFRAm. F. E. Eulma. died October 12. She was set apart by Bishop Rhine 
lander of Pennsylvania in 1918 and was a member of the Deaconess 
Chapter of that Diocese. She served most of her working years 
as a deaconess in the Memorial Chapel of the Holy Communion. She 
had been in failing health for several years, but was retired 
only two years ago. 

SHAW, Kate Sibley died October 20, at the House of the Holy Comforter, 
New York, where she had been ill for several months. Born in 1879 
she was graduated from the Church Training and Deaconess House in 
Philadelphia in 1917 and remained as assistant for two years, 
working also with the Philadelphia City Mission; served a term 
at St. Mark's Cathedral, Grand Rapids. Mich., and from 1921 to 
1925 was on the staff of the Diocese of Western New York, when 
she went to work with her brother at All Saints' Mission, Bontoc, 
P.I. During the recent war, she was interned for three years, 
being returned to the United States in 1945. retiring the follow-
ing year. Her fellow deaconesses, instead of sending flowers to 
her, sent a sum of money as a memorial to the Bishop of the Phil-
ippines. who, in acknowledging it. said  
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"Deaconess Shaw was a wonderful character and a great mission 
ary. I miss her terribly in the work at Bontoc. It has been my 
privilege to work with Deaconess Carlsen and with Deaconess Ran-
som, now retired, in Japan, and with Deaconess Massey as well as 
Deaconess Shaw. They were all fine women and remarkable mission-
aries. Therefore, you can understand my high regard for the Or-
der of Deaconesses.** 

BEARD, Theodora, died Nov. 6. in Westport, Conn, at the age of 79. having 
retired only three years ago. She had been the head of the Curtis 
Home in Meriden. Conn., on the staff of Trinity Church, Boston, 
worked with the Church of San Salvatore, Manhattan, but for 18 
years. presided over Huntington House. a girls' residence club in 
New York City. 

BECKWITH, Edmund Ruffin. Dec. 17. 1949 
He was born in Petersburg. Va., son of the Bishop of Alabama, and 
was graduated from the University of the South, took a law degree 
at the University of Alabama. and began the practive of law at Mont-
gomery, Ala. 

In 1927. he came to New York and became a leader in bar assoc-
ations of the city and state. He was considered one of the leading 
authorities on the law as it affects the militia and from 1940 to 
1946 was Judge Advocate General of the New York National Guard. 

From Jan. 15, 1935 to Dec. 17, 1949, he served as Treasurer of 
the Retiring Fund for Deaconesses. This Fund has suffered a severe 
loss in his death. 

COX. A Grace entered into rest Feb. 11. at Winchester. Va., after a long 
illness. 

Rest Eternal grant unto thew, 0 Lord, 
And let Light perpetual shine upon them. 

DEVOTIONS 
LITANY FOR THE DEACONESS ORDER 

THEME: To magnify our Office, even while struggling to achieve hum- 
ility as individuals. 

We thank Thee, 0 Lord, for that Thou hest called us towwork with Thee in fur-
thering Thy Kingdom. 

R: We thank Thee, 0 Lord. 
For those whose lighted torch led us to follow in their vocation, 

R: We thank Thee, 0 Lord. 
For all those who have delighted to serve under the shadow of Thy wings, 

especially in far away and lonely places. 
R: We thank Thee. 0 Lord. 

For those saintly souls, living on earth and in Paradise who are members 
of the Deaconess Order. 

R: We thank Thee, 0 Lord. 

0 Christ, who art the Head of the Order, may we feel Thy shepherding care 
for each one of us and may that laving care bring a feeling of oneness with 
each other as well as with Thee, 

V: Lord, hear our prayer. 
R: And let our cry come unto Thee. 

As We are united to Thee by the Holy Spirit in our ordination, grant 
that by the same Spirit we may be more closely joined to each other, 

V: Lord, hear our prayer, 
R: And let our cry come unto Thee. 

-0 Lord, Who haat joined us link by link in the chain of our vocation, 
strengthen the chain of that union. 

V: Lord, hear our prayer. 
R: And let our cry come unto Thee. 
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Grant that through the Chain of our Order, we may be more closely join-
ed to each other in service and worship. 

V: Lord, hear our prayer. 
R: And let our cry cone unto Thee. 

Grant that each link in the Chain may be so strong as never to be brok- 
en, 

V: Lord, hear our prayer. 
R: And let our cry come unto Thee. 

May our oneness with Thee so shine through the Order as to draw others 
into like fellowship. 

V: Lord, hear our prayer, 
R: And let our cry come unto Thee. 

0 God, our Father, by Whose Providence we have been set apart as deaconess-
es of Thy Church, grant us Thy grace that in singleness of purposeand with a 
willing mind we may faithfully fulfill our vocation, to the praise of Thy glory 
and the benefit of those we serve. 

May we have such a sense of union with Thee as to make us feel the oneness 
with each other which shall strengthen the Order for worship of God and service 
to men. Grant this for the sake of Jeaus Christ, our Lord. 	AMEN. 

MCW. 

0 Lord, except Thou build the house, their labour is but lost that 
build it: we be seech Thee, therefore. of Thy mercy to revive Thy Deaconess 
Order. 

R: Lord, revive Thy Deaconess Order beginning with me. 
Open our hearts and minds to recall our utter dependence on Thee and 

through Thee on one another. 
R: Lord, revive Thy Deaconess Order, beginning with me. 

Help us individually to wait upon Thee without distraction. 
R: Lord, revive Thy Deaconess Order, beginning with me. 

Open our hearts and minds to a clearer realization that only in emptying 
ourselves of self can we know Thy will and so fulfill Thy purpose for us in 
Thy Deaconess Order. 

R: Lord. revive Thy Deaconess Order, beginning with me. 
Help each one of us in loneliness to know Thy nearness in all-embracing 

love and to be confident of the upholding prayers of sister-deaconesses. 
R: Lord. revive Thy Deaconess Order, beginning with me. 
Replenish us with those spiritual gifts that may lead other women to 

find their vocation in Thy Deaconess Order. 
R: Lord, revive Thy Deaconess Order, beginning with me. 

Give us grace in our work to use our powers to Thine honor and glory for 
only in so doing can we extend Thy Kingdom on earth. 

R: Lord, revive Thy Deaconess Order, beginning with me. 
0 Lord, accept our petitions to revive Thy Deaconess Order as we say the 

prayer our Head taught us when He said,- 
R: Our Father 	 

DAILY: 
Remember. 0 Lord, Thy Deaconess Order. 	Open our hearts and minds 

more and more to Thy Love. that empty of self, we may know Thy Will and 
let Thy Holy Spirit work His work in us. through Jesus, Christ. our Lord 
and Head, AMEN RJ. 

12 



fist:sus:AA: 	. 	   

THE DEACONESS  
' 	issued - by the . 

 

: NATION4.1, COOFERCNCE 	 - DEAMTESSES 02 T..:7, CHURCH : 	 , 	. 	- 	, 	- 	: 	...................-- 	 
'E-. 7f.T3T1_73 cot"  'ITTar! 

.14.--ahairmant Hilda Dieterly, 1700 Genesee St., Utice, N. Y. . 	.  
:..1--tv,3ecretary-Treasurer: Clara Searle, Box 123, Addyston, Cincinnati, Ohio ::  
. : *"- Executive SecretarY: Ruth Johnson, 1047 Amsterdam We., New York, 25, 0  

AfflIck„ Frances B. Robinson, Olive II. Seymour, Evelyn E.,  
!! • 	 . 	 Crow, Lillian T'..; .Sargent, Edna M. 	Truesdell, Wary F.  
•Editor: Elizabeth G. Nevbold, 240 Riverbank, Burlington, N, J. 

.... 	 . 	A . 	 • 	 
. 	- 

Deceober; 1.5-0 ,(last issue March, 1950) 

The cold light of the lonely stars 
Shinee:on this Uiet place, 
'.:herein the Lord of all mrlikind 
Lies in Hic', infant grace. 

:his starry nient pure music is, 
angA.s evaryylhere- 

They fill with their delicious sound 
The eager, listening air. 

This is a very humble place, 
For here dwell sheep and kine 

breathe the incense of their breath 
b:crind the Child 

His gentle, forespent mother rests 
In deep and silent joy 

- For that the Saviour of our world 
Is also' her y'oung bey. 

\ilorin ,. shepherds keel nearby 
Ind bread and honey bring, 

--- 7:1111e reary kings and sages wise 
Make precious' offering. 

Oh brothers, brothers everywhere 
In each bewildered 'nation 
Came, here is safety, here is home, 
Here, only here, Salvation: 

-liargaret Lloyd. 
. 	_ 	. 

DA.I.IY PRAYER 

- Almighty God, Everlasting Lord, and Giver of every good and perfect gift, 
bestow upon us at this time a House or trainig and refreshment for the further- __ 
ance of the Deaconess -r,rder .,: 

Stir up in thy Church a read' will to share ..enerously in the support of 
this work in a spirit of love and good will. 

73aise up the rightful 7ersons to be set over this 7ork and give them wis-
dom an underst-nding.  that both teachers and students may serve Thee truly for 
the extension of-Thy langdom and the glory of Thy Name through Zesue.Christ our 
Lord. 

• AEEN. 
• • 

ITT/IL -.;72,-]Tr 7C.' 0 . " TFi 	OYU COMIPT:7ENCE. ,  OF DEACONESSES. 

The 1950 maeting of Netiglaal Conference was held at DeKoven Foundation, 
Racine, Wisconsin, on OctoberlOth,1950 following a short Retreat. The Chair-
Man of National Conference, Hilda Disterly, presided welcoming the 19 Deaconesses 
-present, r4reaenting 12 dioceses and missionary districts, Ruth Johnson, Adams, 
Betz, Bradley, -I,,Brown, Cro7, Disterly, Donsig, Adll, °nig, Parsons, Putnam, 
Sargent, Seymout,'Smith . Taylor, Truesdell, 1eaver, 

axecutive Secretary's Report: This 7.=:eport was in effect the report a the acti-
vities of the Executive Committee for.the first 
year of the 149,1952 Triennium. • 	• 

The Etecutive Secretary reviewed the instructions ven to the Executive 
Coutittee by the National Conference in San Francisco last year: 1. "to 
determine ways and means of making permanent.the Office of ExeCutive Secre-
tary." This resulted in the setting up of the "Deaconess Fund for Budget  
and Promotion.  The Executive Cowittee purposes to' use this fund to Meet 



essential expensesincurrad in eurtheeine.the_iaterest  of the Order during 
the ,Triennium.---This fand:iseoiely for isenediaae needs an is nbt atended 
for use ia connection with the eroposed Central House or training school. 

(As'ofWovember first, 648. had been contributed by 
- 	 3C; Deaconesses.) 

2., - "to look fnrther into the matter of training." In this regard . 	. 
the EXecUtive Secretary reported on the proposal of - Daniel Baker :College in 
Brownwdod, Texas, to seteup a course of training for Church work,' .  Such a 
cotrree rbuld - be incorporated in the. four-f.ear. cellege curriculum leading to 
the ILA. d'eeeree'.' • the recUirement of Canon 51 will be met, Opportunities 

are available . for practical rork as well as sane hospital training. The 
Deaconess in charge of the Girls' dormitory rill have a place on the faculty 
whiqh is headed by Presideat Richard A. Hayes, D.D. 

	

II 	The Executive Committee requests• the co-operation of every Deaconess in the 
following suggestions: 

1. Talk  uith ONE young woMannalPW4-thenarder and try to. snow her 
the challenge. If she is not personally called she will at least become 
familiar - ith the history of the Order and be able to act for us and spread 
the word. 

2. Inform ONE priest about the Order. 	should then have a nuc- 
leus of informed and interested Clergy rho would be on the alert to inform 
others and to call the attention of earnest and qualified women to the mini-
storial office of the Deaconess. 

	

III 	National Conference in San Francisco- unanihously agreed that the establish- 
ment of a placement bureau would be of great benefit both to Deaconesses and 
to the Clergy. Notice of this as included in the report sent out immedi-
ately after the 1949, National Conference but to date no one has registered 
by sending data about herself., • 	• 	• 

(At Raciae the .Executive Secretary-was -asked to be on the lookout 
for a parochial position in Frov. 5a She would 'appreciate information as 
to any vacancy or impending opening. ReJ.) 

After the reading of the Executive Secretary's Report, the Confer-
ence began discussions on several topics recommended in the Report. 

The rroposed amendments: 1. that there be annual meetings of National Con-
ference. The opinion eas unanimous that such annual meetings "are most 

7orte7aile" and should be planned for. Flannine for the 1951 Conference is 
in ths nerves of Clive Robinson. 

2. that dues of 1.00 be collected annually. No 
objettion ras raised by any at the meeting. 

(N.B. These dues go to the Treasurer of National Conference and are 
ueed to issue "The Deaconess" and to take care of other awnses of National 
Conference NOT of the office of the Execetive Secretary. The expenses of 
the iattere.re taken from the "Deaconess Fund for Budget and Promotion.rRJ) 

Executive Committee action resultine. from sugeestions made at Racine: 
1. Funds in :lational Coaference Treasury will permit only one 

yearle issue of "The Deaconess" in printed form this Triennium. In order 
th.C6 Deaconesses may have ne'.:s of one another more frequently, "The Deaconess" 
is to apeear in mimeographed form. Elizabeth Nerbold continues as Editor 

' and 'i -ary Iettler will do the mimeoeraphing and mailing. (::ay 7e have your 
reactions? ?A.) 

, 	A Deaconess Pence Can. You will receive information about 
this. 'Helen Taylor accepted the responsibility of Chairmanship, securing 
materials and writing a flier to explain the idea.' 

	

-- 	at the toeCiuSiOn of reports and discussion., Mary Truesdell gave a showing 
- 	Of "The Deacenees'Stoey7  opening 71th pictures of deaconesses at roek in 

variaus . placee Tioe Deaconees Story" presents with great affectivenees a 
_yOUng Othadeith a senee of vocation to the. Deaconess life and then proceeds 
to take.her along the required caacnicai steps of candidate ship to her Order-
in and Setting Apart. 

Next a most interesting account of Deaconess work in neland was given by 
Katherine Putnam who had spent some wee'es there enroute from China. rle 
were particularly interested in her presentetiee of the training of the 
Anglican Deaconess; life at the Central House, Ilindhead; and the establish-
ment of the home for retired Deaconesses, "The Close" at Staines. She 
brought for display a number Of publications pertaining to the Deaconesses in 
Englanda 	, 	_ 	R.J. 
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rihat can I DO? 
These is much YOU can do: 

I.'DIstribute literature 
- at meeting's re vocations 
- in Church raciza 
- enclose in envelopes with your letters 
- ask to have literature sent to a summer conference . 

' you eXpect to attend .  
- have some on hand in yodi handbag 
- send new publcations.to those who have had them in the oast 

DeaConess Seymour reminded' the Conference that literature can be secured 
ffroms -  Deaconess Ramsay, -  129 Feast .10th $t., New York 3, N.Y. 

Deaconess Phelps, Rt.. 1, Box 210, Carmel, Calif. 
DeaconeasSeYMour, St". Falt.ft's house, 77.4 North 9th St. Salina Kansas. 

.6hen you 	de.. literature, pSSS,StiS73BiD:F .-ZITT.]: How many copies are wanted? 
What date are they to se upe4? 	dif1iquitt3-1751-orders satisfactorily 

- '47,7r77-1700.eaCasiss-r-or&L'OOTtY6-  fbf-a taIX-aatt-Math." 

2. Ask your Rector for rikverc on ,your Anniverse.ry and for the Order on the 
Feast of the •=nmisciation... 	" 

3. Use the Deaconess' prayerAeat out this past summer. 

4. Send 'pict'ures and/or colored slides to the Promotion and Publicity Committee 
in c3.1-e. of Deaconess Truesdell, 126' Lest 14th St. Davenport, Iowa. 

5. Have you a prospective Candidate in mind? or a lay worker? 
Sugsest to her that she write to the Tixecutive Secretary (Diocesan House, 
1047 Amstesdam A7., New York 25, u.Y.) 

6. The 1"xecttiVe Secretary ia . collettinE copies of. Setting Apart Services. 
Have you one to'send'her? (She now has several' copies of the Service used 
at Philadelphia School and the New 'fork School.) 

7. Plan for a spring or summer showing of "The Deaconess Story." catch for 
news of the release, date. For. further information contact Mary Truesdell. 

The -3xecutiva . Oommittee met on August 15, 1950 

	

It asks us to notevell—' 	s - - " 	• 
•THIRTY Y .7..1.1tYCL7,..:Si 	1889—The Order'established by General Convention 

1919--lationa3. Conference set up. 
1949- 7 ffirmation by General Convention that the 

'Order'iS tise.onls order of ministry for women,etc. 
-' 	The Order at low ebb in numbers, 

No training School for Candidates. 
BUT 	1950:1: 	. 

NOT7,S ON THE MER71115 1  GIVTN FUI THE NAT'L 
CONFT]7= 02 DS1SC0N33S2S 

October 8th(evening) through Oct. 10th (morning) 
The Rev. Alexander Simpson, Conductor, 

and Rector of St. • Luke's Church, Racine, Wisconsin. 
Retreat held at De Koven Foundation, Racine 

	

" 	TorasT12DIVITION 

St. Luke 10:38-42  (read) 
IntrbduCtion: JOY: lack of it in the world today; lack of 

Christian Joy. 
St Paul refers to it as "fruit of the spirit" 

I. The Life of Christ: Joy:, calmness;. serenity; peace. He possessed 
an Outward Lioiee that was "catching". The disciples: 
"teach us to pray". Nothing could have the power to 
destroy his joys,-,not evsn the thought of impending 
death on the 'ss--":ho for the joy that was set be-
fore him endured the cross"(Heb. 12:2). How account 
for it? It was the result of His complete interior 
surrender in de;rotion to the Father. This same devotion 
was found also in the early Christian Church. A good 
example of it is found in St. Paul, the arch-persecutor 



who turned follower. 
"Sorrowful, yet joy-full--- 
Rejoice in the Lord alwAy--- 
Complete interior surrender and 
devotion". 

I/. Life of St. Francis of Assisit . _ 	 - 
He looked at the world through God's eyes; he radiated Joy 
wherever he went. 

III. Story: St. Luke 1038-42 and its application: 
Christ's journeys to Jerusalem were frequent; stopped off in 

• the home Of Lazarus, Nary and Martha. Jesus' physical needs 
were Martha's ilmnediate concern; she rebukes Mary, her sister, 
and the Master she asks: "Lord, dost thou not care that my 
:sister hath left Me to serve-albAbdr Then His answer: "Mary 
hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken from her.'' 
TodaY we- And the 01itirch ___caxkOraed Azit,b_ a AtatiPlicitr-at  ex-
ternal works as was Martha---encumbered with much works---
organizations within the Church take the place of ushering in 
the Kingdom of God. 
GOD IS KOCH 	CONCMINED ABOUT THE CHARACTER OF THE WORKER 
TI•Rg THE 7: - ORK:_ what we are, more than what we do is the con-
cern of God*. 
Things or acts which bring about primary concern can result 
only in a delusive peace and spiritual stupor; there is no 
JOY in such. 
Therefore: 

, 	1, Become.goo 
" 	2. Do good 

"Be still and know that tam God". Experience the Joy of the 
Master when there is complete surrender and constant communion 

. with God and He is your companion. 

SECOND mnITATim 

St. Matthew 61 43,T48 tread) 

I, Surrender: it involves . 
Duty of 	"be ye therefore perfect, even as 
your Father which is in heaven is perfect." 
The Call of Christ is nothing less than striving to 

. 	'perfection., Moral and spiritual mediocrity, of which 
• "luke=warmness" hardest thing to cure—especially so 

in the Christian Life, There is no "getting by" in 
the Spiritual Life. St. Augustine has said "our hearts 
are restless until they find their rest in Thee" 
NO KLYSICIJAI,T, NO POET, NO CHRISTIAN EVER mcomns GRE1T 
UNLES'. THEY BVIE THEIR SOULS IN THE BEST IN MUSIC, 
Ig POETRY, AND ig STI7qTTUALJURSUITS. 

Seek perfection in thought, word, and deed. God desires 
the heart's full devotion. "Go out and produce" is the 
slogan today in the secular and religious worlds. 

Look to Jesus Christ for the answer as to perfection 
in your own life. 

Consider the subordination of Jesus Christ's 7111 to 
the Father: from the wilderness to Calvary complete 

submission; the Spirit of Prayer never 
left Him; His was an ever-present - Vision 
of God, although very busy among men. 

Remember: "He who would become his own teacher, becomes 
the pupil of a fool." St. Bernard. 

I. Sanctification: the secret of 
Lies in not being made holy---there are no selfmade 
saints, but this GOD Alm] II.TARTS. lho is so free 
as God who cannot sin? 
Sanctification comes through PATI:NMI---try to over-

' 	setae sin by the help of God; He has complete faith 
in us. 



Begin today to make more of God's Guidance; be more 
, 'watchful, more thankful, Some never look in to find 

the Presence of Christ; the Fruits of His TIT Life is 
•never fOund in theirs. 

SURREiiDaa: "Thou shalt keep him in perfect peace whose 
mind is stayed an Thee." 'Tor I am per- 
suaded, that neither death, nor life, nor . 	, 

angels,'nor principalities, nor Powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, no height, nor depth, nor 
8.117,0ther.creature, shall be able to separate us from 

. the love of -God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

e • 

Ealiuzzaak. 4.44-4g4-4.05-41 

- 
I. God the Ho.iy Ghost: He - Only makes us holy, but only as 7e are 

op-operative. 
' 	• 

 
Stages in Holiness: 
- 1. Conquest of actual sin . 	. 2. Gradual rise beyond struggle—the immortal 

"within"--slow, gradual growth of the soul 
• • 	 3, Love and Union: the soul beyond earth and comes • 

down tc earth; a "life of beatitude" 
Repentance: not to despise self, but turn from an 

unworthy vier of self; the dignity of self: "A 
.child of God and an inheritor of the Kingdom" 
Admit to a "givingness"  of all we are and have. 
Practice habitual self-examination: "see our-
selves as we really are" 
Yorbid Introspection is not be confused with 
self-examination: 

Test the soul with one. of the following list; use for 
thorough examinaeion: 
. . 	The Ten Commandments 

" Lord4a Tre.yer- 
Baptismal-Vow 

" Béati,tudes 
':' Seven deadly Sins„ 
" Words of Christ 

. 	. 
I. Our Lord's attitude: 

Our Blessed lord has the deepest sympathy with US. 
There can be no spiritual progress without repentance--
no repentance without confession. 
We obtain God's absolving Love through: Prayer, Fasting, 

lm lying. 
Where we have a loss of simplicity of character, then 

- 

Difference between St. Peter and Judas Iscariot: 
. 	St. Pete r was trule penitent and saw beyond peni- 

- tence to Joy in the Lord 
Judas was not merely sorry, not penitent, but 
sorry for himself; he could not see beyond himself 
to the Saviour, hence his self-obliteration 

III. Love of God's Son: 
Think upon the Immortality Of the Love of the Son of 
God: 

Duty becomes eucharist (thanksgiving) 

• Obedience. comes as the result of love , 

' ITH.f3 CHRISTIAN LIP IS 	 UFIGY WITH GOD. He bids us 
• "Abide in 1.Ty Love". Heaven is NOW in the love of Christ. 
God comes to live always in the Christian whether at 
work, olay or in social contacts. 

- 	'hatever you do or suffer, seek to live in Him and see 
Him'in all 
P= GOD IN ALL TUNGS 



FOURTH;'411DITATICiN  

St. Imke 10:38-42(read) 
St. John 1111-28 (read).r or comparison 

As we read St. John's aocount we find Mary still the calm person, but 
Martha is Chanced in this story. She has learned to see thine as 
really were, anew Martha; she has no the faith of one who has 

. learned the lesson; here we witness complete submission, confidence 
and trust Jesus Christ tests her faith: "Believest thou this?" 

•' 	In conclusion let u$ not lose sight of the importance of the 
"health" of the spirit which means that bO4y, and mind must be sound 
to bring about :this health. Conserve your strength in order to be 
'ready tor service of God in important matters. 

"The Master is come, had calleth for thee" are the words of the 
new Martha to Mary. 	. • 

• 
can't stay long on the Mount; we must come down into the valley 

and go out again to our several tasks. Recall St. Peter's elation when 
having "reached the'heighte during the incident of the Transfigura-
tion he said io our Lord, "Let us make three tabernacles; one for 
thee, and one for Moses, and one .tor Elias". He knew not what he said. 

•hd so "down from, the heights, the mount" which we have soled 
during our retreat and back to our:work...the 'Waster is come, and 
calleth for Thee. 

• 
.1EPORT 	THE noNoTraa AND PUBLICITY CCMITTEE 
CO-MAIRKM: DEACONESSES AFFLEOK: AND TRU1SIPILL 

1: We are in the process of.makin up new literature for the Order. We wish 
snapshots of you and your work, clear, sharp, black and white prints showing 
the Deaconess in action. 

• 
2: Another project is a series of 55mm slides, in color-kodachrome Trans-
paroncises-presenting the Vocation and work of a Deaconess. The section showirlg 
the Call, Training and Setting Apart of a Deaconess have already been made, 
with the help of the Bishop, Clergy and camera fans in the Diocese of (hiincy, 
and were shown at Salina to the Executive Committee who were pleased. A talk 
is being written to go with the slides. This Slide Series, titled 'The Deaconess 
Story', 7, ith accompanying talk we hope to have ready for loaning by January 15th. 

• 
Send more material. You can use the Camera Club or camera fans in your 

neighborhood: 	 • 
N.B. 1: Use Eastman Kodachrome Fi1m-4828 or 11,135. 

2: Send us the original Transparency 
5: Send us a description in a few words about the picture. 

3: HistOrical'materialt J.“he near future, we hope to compile a book (scrap 
book?) about the Order. Particularly, we renuest that retired deaconesses send 
a short biographical sketch.. . 

• (Editor's note: This is very essential). 

Send all material to Deacones; Mary P. Truesdell, 
126 W. 14th St., Davenport, Iowa. 

THE kDVISOW COC7:ISSION Ofl THE 'ORK OF D'34COMSSES 

ambers: Bishops: The Rt. Rev. 'allace E. Conkling, Chicago, Chairman 
The " " Charles C. J. Carpenter, Alabama. 
The " " Eric Bloy, California. 

Presbyters: The tReverpOnd L. Carroll Brooks, Southw2stern Virginia 
4 	Gerald G. Moore, Dallas, 
" Canon Thomas A, Sparks, New York 

Deaconesses: Bechtol, Jashihgton; Crow, Dallas; Disterly, Central N. Y.; 
• Truesdell, ( uincy; Johnson 
Lay 1.omen: Yrs. Artnur lansolvinE, %rizone; 

Miss Elizabeth McCracken, Now York. 



, 	. 

The Commisej.Onemet in Chicago, on Nov. 14zh, Bishop Conkling presiding. 
None members tlere present. Plans were - diacussea which we hope will give us 
our much scught for pleoe of training Vinere Candidates for the Office will 
be trained .- by'and ill livewith deacOnesses.. 

Eery P. Truesdell. 
, 

. 	. 	 . 	 . 
TH-71 ^,DVISORY COLITISSION it fUnctiOning! Under the masterly echairmanship of 

..1$16h 0P P.041sing, theeAdvisory Commission has begun con-. 
e . 	sidering eroblaMs ofstheecrder. Because the meet.i44f i7.as held recently and 

because there -nab net beeh tiMe to receie replies to certain communications 
sent oet by the Commission, I am not free to report on the discussions held 
and the action tsken. BUT first steps in regard to Deaconess training have 

' 

	

	been taken. .COmmittees:have 'been aes36inted and contacts are being made. The 
oetiook is most promising,  

. 	 . 
e Deaconess-members of . the CpffirdiS.91,011 are greatly heartened and we do not 

hesitate to say that e!ehave every . reason to believe that this Commission 
will be an aetive' link between General Convention and theOrder. 

- hen definite statements can be made ',shall take greet pleasure in notifying 
you all. In te,e'meant4me, your Prayer6,4iease: 

November 20, 1250 : 	 . . Ruth-Johnson 

(:ditor / s note; The four page leaflet The 'orotten :romen in the Church/ 
written by the Rt. Rev.Weilace E.,conkliag, is a Clear and concise statement, 
both of the value of the w .or:i Of deaconesees, and also of the ignorance of the 
Order. We ehoeld distribute it widely. It can be secured from Ruth Johnson, 

TH] 	FUIT.D FOR DE.11.00:TESSES 

'Officers for the year: President; Nuth N. Parsons, 
Vice-President: Ruth Johnson 
Secretary: lAry C. Wept, 2'914 Broadway, N.Y. 25 
Trees: Joseph re'Smyth, Jr., 2O. Park Ave., N.Y. 17 

Cu Sept. 22, 1950, at the annual' meeting of-the Retiring Fund, nine 
dececoe.esees eere nresent: .:,rmstrong, Bets, N. Johnson, R. Johnson, McNulty, 
Nutter, I',amsay, R.,Thompsen, lest; also preeent were the Treasurer and Canon 
Searks. The discuesiOne were'relevantand very intereeting. 

The pence ho; offering amounted to' 
• 	The reseense .  to the Treasurer's . appeal is meeting with gratifying response. 

TO date 1.35.00 has been received.' liemerials to deaconesses Dahlgren, Coles.- 
berry and 4='dith. C. .Smith 'are amoae the contribution. 

The memorial given by Geo. 	Sibley to 'Kite Shaw was ).:500, not .e.100 as 
stated in the Karch, 1050 issue. 	 • 

::Ary C. est, Secretary, 

S OF )A°:- ]3S -1,3 
rievITT- ‘1, -.1-1- -- ITVI""i1S actin as correseohoents: 

1: Elizabeth H. roe, 2 01,ement :t., orcester".3 1, Wass. 
2: Dorothea F. Sets, 95-41 s22 St., 1 ueeno Village, Y. Y, 
J: ,ane Newman, St. Paul, Va. 
4: Harriet N. Bedell, Glade Cross Fission, Everglades, Florida. 
5:& C: 	iann N. S -‘r ent, 212 S. ,snlana Blvd., asieeteso, Ill. 
7 : Gladys He I, Brunton Home, Victoria, Texas. 
S: largaret Boos, 4973 West ,.dams Blvd., Los Angeles 16, Cal, 

1st Province: 
Hamphill: Still a shut-in, but living comfortably and contentedly with 

her good friend, hrs. June, 40 Locust St., Greenwich, Conn. 
Johnson and Thompson, New :laven: Still very busy, work interesting to do 

but not to write about. 	. 
::arling: Now a housemother at Ivierricoert, Berlin, Conn., a Church School. 

She rseate to be free in the summer to spend some time at her farm near 
Hudson, F. Y. She is much missed at Utica. 

1.T.c7ulty: 601 	144th St., New York51, N. Y. Sent. some time in St. 
Luke's Hospital shortly after Dieter, is better now, .still unable to 
work, but hopine. to som.s Aay. 

Trask: ruite ill and in hoseital some weeks ie June and July, not acti- 
vely at .work yet but able to do some writing of Church School lessons, 

etc. at home to help :Ties GuatAer, who is carrine: on. They are comfor-
tably settled in a eleasant aeartdent at /19 Pleasant St., Gardiner, Maine. 
Gillespy: Still a /secretarial' position as volunteer with S.C.H.C. 



2nd ProvinCet 
The deaconesses of this province held a meeting May 3, 1950, seven being 

' Present.. ' Since thiS,Chaptetlas become Provincial, revision of the by-
'lawawas discussed. , Deaconess Johnson reported having attended a meet-
ing of the National Executive Meeting in Chicago, on March 22, and a 
meeting of the Pational.ylbman's Auxiliary at Seabury House in April At 
this meeting, the members were very cordial, seemed to have a genuine 
interest in'deaConessee,and asked many ouestions. Alice Nutter is now 

' living at St. Clare's House, Upper Red Hook, N. Y. 
3rd Province: 

The representative sent letters asking for news to the twenty-six other 
deaconesses of the province with no results, to date. 

4th Province: No report.' 	' 
5th & 6th Provinces: ' 

Marian Brown spent a week at the Deaconess House in Chicago as she was speak 
lng'on her work at Fort Defiance in Chicago and Wisconsin. The Chicago 
deaconesses plantohave a , uiet afternoon on the first Monday in Advent 

, at St Mark's Evanston 1:Jith the Rector. 
We desire to register our appreciation and gratitude to Ruth Johnson for 

the excellent piece of work she is doing for the Order as our executive 
secretary - Many, many hairs at the typewriter for one thing. Thank 

,your, Ruth--this from all of us. 
Effie' Brainerd, 9903 Gravois Rd., Affton 2$, Mo. 

I.7argaret Peat was out hare several years ago for a short time at a small 
mission seemed too frail to do tho work. I seem so alone out here, wish 
I could po to Chicaeo for the Retreats; it would give me inspiration. 
The Rev. J. H. George is my Superintendent, but has been ill for several 
months. If he has to give up, I will no doubt be expected to retire, 
tho I feel I could go on working. I still drive my car, and hold ser- 
vices and Bible classes as well as visit in hospitals and prepare patients 
for canaanions, and get the groups together. The home for delinquent g!.. 

girls I like best. I have a large class for Baptism there each year. 
have a highiy trained educational secretary but no deaconesses--and 

once there wereten in this Diocese!! 
7th Province: No report. 
Sth'Province: • 
. Deaconess House is closed; the chapel is to be used in Arcadia, California 

for new mission there. 
Margaret Boos: 

. 	I had a long trip, leaving July 23 for El Paso, visited English and 
„ Smith; their Work anon s the Mexicans is very interesting. Then on to 

Dallas; Hoanoke, VA.; St. Peter's, Callaway; ':iashington; Rockville, 
MU.; Perth Anboy, N.J.: Glen Rock, N. J. to visit my family: Toronto, 
where T spent a lovely time at the Anglican 1:omen's Training College. 
I found a real live Order there, with 35 to begin training soon, two 
large homes being occupied and an addition being built in between for 
dining hall, class rooms and infirmary. Candidates are taken at 17 
with three years of intensive training, practical work, interspersed. 
Then on to'Detroit, Chicago and home. Since then, with Every Member 
Canvass, dinner, Bazaar, Rummage Sale., W. A. meetings, Church School, 
G.F.S., etc., I have little time. 

Laura Gallaway is at the Episcopal Old People's home in Alhambra. 
Enepper is in'San Diego doing volunteer work. 
Massey ditto.. 
Nosier is back and forth between her niece home in the Northweot, and 

'Seattle. 
Peppers is in Hawthorne, living with her daughter. 
Phelps is in Carmel 
Rearden is in a Nursing Home in Yucaipa. 
Steiger just passed her 96th birthday. 
Sierae is living at Hotel Clark, Los Angeles. She seems to be enjoying 

her staj ia California after her long period in Alaska. 
_ 	Mary 'Hettler, Pioche, Nev. out of the goodness of her heart mimeographed 

this nunber of (The Deaconess". 
England: 

The Church Assembly has expressed a wish to have a yearly report from the 
Council for the Order of Deaconesses. 

IN I!ORIA1'i 
1950 
April 14, Harriet Courtney Zy'le: as..ed 83, at her home at Middle Haddam, Conn. 

For several months, she was disaoleu from a stroke. She was admitted to 
the Diaconate in 1902, aid served in 1Tew York City missions Trinity Church, 
Hartford, Conn.; St. Bonifsse Church, Comfort, Texas; St. Mark's, San 
Antonio, Texas; and the Chapel of the Incarnation, N. Y. 



June 14 *  Lane (No record of her: Editor) In Massachusetts. -  

August 24: Mary W. Tilestone in Tucson, Ariz. She was a graduate of Radcliffe 
College and of the Church Training and Deaconess House, 1908. She served 
as a parish worker in several places after being made a deaconess by 
Bishop Whitaker in May, 1909. Then for many years, she was at home caring 
for her aged mother, compiler of "Daily Prayers for Daily Needs". After 
her mother's death, she went to live in Peking, China. She was far past 
the age for appointment but she had studied Chinese for years in Cam- 
bridge, Mass, with Chinese stents at Harvard. She v7*,sited :.:hihese patients 
in hospitals and tried, to be a witness of Christ to alL whod! she fret. 
When she returned to t" ,,  U. S, A 	iaioe to the war with japan. she -!.ived 
in San Francisco and became deeply intrested in the Chinese work there. 
Her last few years were spent in Arizona. 

„aapt..-4: Katrina Patterson, of Scarsdale, died in a nursing home at the age of 
84. Sho compiled a worth while chart of the Church Year. 

Sept. 19: Margaret S. Poet, in Hartford, Conn. in the Armsmear Home. She was 
born in Br010147n N. Y!,,-uwag_graallated_in. 1907 from the Church Traini - 	_ 	- 	 - - 	- 	- - an. 	aconeas ouse. 	he had served in t o lure s wor in several 
dioceses, her last work being in Hartford. The Executive Secretary of thc 
Home writes: "The Deaconess has been bedridden for over a year; she does 
not suffer, but her mind is affected. We have an excellent nurse for her". 

May they rest in peace 
And let light perpetual shine upon them. 

This material arrived too late to incorporate in the body of the text: 

Deaconess A. K. Thompson can bo addressed at 6960 Califoria I:ay, Seattle, 
Washington. 

Province 3 - "Mail delayed for nine days by heavy snow storms at St. Paul, Vs." 

Province 7 - "Reports delivered too late for this issue." 

EON 



NEW YORK TRAINING SCHOOL FOR DEACONESSES 
Diocesan House, 1047 Amsterdam Avenue, New York 25, New York 

January 26, 1951 

To the Deaconesses: 

As Executive Director for the Trustees it is my privilege and 
pleasure to inform you of the appointment of Deaconess Katharine 
Putnam to the faculty of Daniel Baker College to direct the work 
of the newly set up Department of Church Work Training. 

The Advisory Commission on Work of Deaconesses formally initi-
ated the effort to establish this training program when they re- ,  
quested the Trustees of the New York Training School for Deaconesses 
to underwrite the salary plus maintenance allowance of the Deaconess 
to be appointed to direct the training. 

The Trustees of the School gave this request favorable consid-
eration and also voted to nominate Katharine Putnam for appointment 
by the College to their faculty. 

As a member of the faculty, Katharine Putnam holds the rank of 
Assistant Professor with the title of Director of Church Work Train-
ing. 	Deaconess is now resident at the College: 

Daniel Baker College, Brownwood, Texas. 

As soon as I receive the informative literature that is being 
prepared by the College I shall send copies to you. 

Prayerful, co-operative and determined effort on our part is 
now called for. High school graduates of high caliber should be 
approached and informed of the opportunities available at this 
Church-sponsored college. It is our prayerful hope that under the 
wise and devoted leadership of Katharine Putnam some students may 
find their vocation to the Deaconess life. We can all share, in 
one way or another, in bringing this information concerning the 
college and the new training program to the attention of earnest-
minded high school seniors; young women who have not completed 
the four years of college; and older women, perhaps profession-
ally trained, who are considering the Deaconess life and work as 
their vocation. A special course has been prepared for the last 
group. 

In the knowledge that General Convention's Advisory Commission 
on Work of Deaconesses is endorsing the project and that the 
NYTSD has voted to aid the venture, can we not feel assured that 
this is the opportunity for which we Deaconesses have been waiting - 
yes, praying? 

Come, then, let us pray, think, talk, and act in support of 
this long-hoped-for opening. Under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit may our recruiting not only be active but fruitful. 

RUTH JOHNSON 

Executive Director 
for the Trustees 



NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 
Diocesan House, 1047 Amsterdam Avenue, New York 25, New York 

January 27, 1951 

Dear Deaconess: 

I had prepared the enclosed for vilpeographing 

when I received electrifying news from Bishop Conkling. 

As Chairman of the Advisory Commission on work of Deacon-

esses, Bishop Conkling presented to the House of Bishops, 

recently convened in El Paso, Texas, a report on our present 

project for training at Daniel Baker and the plans for a Central 

House for Deaconesses as had been discussed at the meeting of 

the Advisory Commission last November. The House of Bishops 

approved the establishment of the training Ochool to be set 

up in connection with Central House. 

Bishop Conkling writes that "we should now proceed 

with definite plans . . since the program has the knowledge 

and blessing of the House of Bishops." Voice another Thanks-

givingi 

Your prayers, please, as we "proceed with definite 

plans" - as we venture under the leadership of Bishop ConklAmg, 

Yours in high expectation, 

RUTH JOHNSON 

Executive Secretary 



mxitmaL camamaas CUP1EM4MMOS1S 

IIiocesan Ecuse, 1047 Amsterdam Avenue, new YorX 25, 11.Y. 

Bbbruary 15, 1951 

ODDS MD IEDS YAM, 71ES 	CaCTEM MEXICKVIVE EISCRIV4ItY 

You will rejoice to hear that Alice W. Mayer, Deaconess 
Candidate, co-worker with Anne Newman, has passed her canonical 
examinations and now awaits word tram her Bishop as to the date 
of her Ordering* 

NOte this on your calendar and plan your vacation acoordingly* 

]vent: Annual Meeting of National Oonference 

Plaoe: College of Preachers, Washington 5, D.C. 

Time: Monday, Sept. 10 - Thursday *  Sept* 13, 1951 

Details later* 

Mary Truesdell writes that notice will soon be given in the 
Church papers concerning the release of our colored slides and 
script, mrar, DEAODNESS STIORY1 I do hope yoa have made plans 
to show the slides to Ohurch,groups, - not only in connection with 
possible recruiting but simply for the purpose of educating our 
Church family* If you havnit signied np for a specific time will 
yoa not ask Deaconess Truesdell for a reservation./ 

It is possible that I may be on the roadff in Province 3 
between mid-April and mld.May. I ahall expect,to have a set of 
slides with me. 

Any groups you'd like addressed? 
41/137-  suggestions as to Church boarding schools for me to visit for 
purpose of recruiting? 
Any individual women for interviews for same purpose? 



nra 41113 IUDS, Pelarttary 1,5, 1951•.• canto 2 

The 1950 meeting of the National Oaaference to wP with 
enthusiasm a propoeal that the toe of 4 Deaconess Pence Can be 
considered. he IlUecatIve 00ImMittee was requeeted to imate 
arrangements. 

Deaconess Helen taylor, Chicago, was made Chairman. gho 
accepted the responsibility of creating a containar and a folder 
to accompany it. 

The purpose of the Pence Can has been stated by Meaeones0 
Bleanor P. Smith who proposed the plan: 

ay by day we gather at God's Altar for the 
Bread of Life, and pray for one another. As 
members of the Meaooness Order, at each meal 
of the day, we say a prayer of IthankSgiving 
for the food God has provided for us, and make 
an offering of a penny a meal,- 'Thrice a day these prayers 

I say, 
ihrio0 a day a Vence I pay. 

v2his acammulgted Offering reOeived at designated 
iagatherings will prove to be of great help toward 
the Promotion of the Order through the work of the 
Auncutive Secretary. Zech Deaconess is privileged 
to ask one or more friends to share in the corporate 
acts of praying, working, and giving for the extension 
of our work. It is Yaith and *enrage we need together 
with ways and means to promote the work of the Order,?' 

lho National Conference of 1950 was hopeftl that the response 
to their suggestion would be ready and prompt. YOU will shorViy-
receive a card from.Helen Taylor together with a relay card. le 
should be gratefUl if you would sign the reply card and send ...do 
I dare saggest?- by return mail. 

The Executive Secretary wishes to adkrowledge the generou4 
assistance of liazy Hettlor  (Nevada) atd qelta Brown Osifiew York) 
in giving time a'effort to mimeographing 4ba mailing material 
for Deaconess consumption, Lydia Ramsay -  too has helped greatly 
in sending literature to those inquiring about the Order, 'There 
has been a heavy demand for the brochure 'rho Deaconess and. Her 
Ministry" which is listed as part of available resource material 
for this year's Lenten Mission Study in Church Schools. And, 
when you see the Pence Can material you. will relize hoe indebted 
we are to Helen Taylor. 

Reactions to any or all of the above will be appreciated. 

'Your Bxecutive Secretary 
MTH JCUASCU 



NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 
Diocesan House, 1047 Amsterdam Avenue, New York 25, N.Y. 

Please check either of the two possibilities listed below and 
mail to RUTH JOHNSON at above address 
before Wednesday, March 28th. 

*********************** 

RE the Distribution of the printed Appeals for Funds  

to set up the Central House for . Deaconesses: 

WILL YOU PLEASE 1) list below on this sheet those names and 
addresses to whom I can mail the printed appeals? 

If you want your name mentioned please say 
so here. ( 	 

OR, DO YOU PREFER 2) to send the printed appeals yourself 
with personal notes? 

If so, how many printed appeals shall I 
send to you? ( 	 

N.B. If you checked #2: A list of those to whom you expect to 
write might be given here so that in this office I can 
check for duplications. 

( Continue names on other side.) 



NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 
Diocesan House, 1047 Amsterdam Avenue, New York 25, N.Y. 

March 12, 1951 

EXTRA 
(sent out with all speed by the Executive Secretary) 

TIME: 	Now 
PLACE: Where you are 
SUBJECT: Printed Appeal to secure funds for the Central House 

for Deaconesses 

Each one of us who has bemoaned the loss of the building 
housing her Alma Mater knows what it can mean to anticipate a spot 
that can be called "home." 

Bishop Conkling is championing our cause. In January, 
reporting the proposal of the Advisory Commission to set up a 
Central House, the Bishop received the approval and the blessing 
of the House of Bishops. 

"And now," writes Bishop Conkling in effect, "is the 
time to make our appeal for funds to secure the House, - A House 
of training for Candidates, refreshment for Deaconesses." 

I have read the appeal Bishop Conkling proposes to 
send out. It is very good- concisely stated in a four-page folder. 
Bishop Conkling has made the start and now comes our share in this 
effort. 

This letter asks you for names, not money. 
Your Executive Secretary asks as many Deaconesses as can to help 
her secure the names of persons to whom the printed appeals can be 
sent. 

Will you please FILL OUT THE ENCLOSED SHEET AND RETURN TO 
ME WITHIN THE NEXT TWO WEEKS, i.e. MAIL IT BEFORE WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 28th? 

I need not list the benefits that can come to the Order 
through an actively functioning Central House. Too many of us 
have hoped and worked and prayed for this to need any reminders 
of the reasons for wanting a Central House. 

For the good of the whole Order, present and future, 
I simply ask you therefore to pitch in and send me the information 
asked for on the enclosed sheet. Thank you. 

May the coming Eastertide bring you and yours rich 
blessings. 

RUTH JOHNSON 

Executive Secretary 



NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 
Diocesan House, 1047 Amsterdam Avenue, New York 25, N.Y. 

March 19, 1951 

MEMORANDUM TO Deaconesses 
FROM the Executive Secretary 

1. ANNUAL CONFERENCE, preceded by RETREAT 
College of Preachers, Washington, D.C. 
Monday, Sept. 10 - Thursday, Sept. 13 
Retreat Conductor: The Very Rev. Stanley Brown-Serman, D.D. 

Virginia Theological Seminary 

Chairman of arrangements: Deaconess Olive Robinson 

If there is the slightest possibility that you may 
be able to attend, please send a line requesting details 
to Deaconess Robinson, Parishfield, Brighton, Mich. 

2. Deaconesses of Province 3 are meeting in Retreat and 
Conference, Tuesday, Apr. 10 - Thursday, Apr. 12, in 
Chambersburg, Penna. at the invitation of the Rector of 
Trinity Church, the Rev. Carlton N. Jones, and Deaconess 
Anna L. Ranson. 

I understand that not only the Parish but the community 
are offering hospitality. Deaconesses outside the Province 
are most cordially invited. Deaconess Ranson writes, 
"There will be no expense except your own traveling expenses. 
And it is all rrght for any to come on Monday evening." 
Doesn't it sound like a wonderful opportunity for fellowship! 
I expect to attend and I shall delight in presenting all 
up-to-the-minute news of our various ventures, projects, etc. 

3. Anne Newman writes that her co-worker, Alice Mayer, 
will "probably be Set Apart here at Grace House (St. Paul, Va.) 
on the 26th of April." We will have you, Alice, in our 
hearts and minds then as well as now when you are preparing 
for that high moment in your life. ECCE ANCILLA DOMINI! 



DIOCESAN HOUSE, 1047 AMSTERDAM AVENUE 
NEW YORK 25, NEW YORK 

May 25, 1951 

Dear Deaconesses, 

Enclosed you will find the material 
mailed from this office to those persons whose names 
some of you sent to me, 

I should welcome more names, especially of those W.A. 
groups and/or parishes to whom the last sentence in my 
letter might make a special and personal appeal. 
Please help to distribute the Appeal widely. And your 
prayers: 

The ANNUAL RETREAT AND CONFERENCE will be held at the 
College of Preachers, Washington, D.C., Monday, Sept. 10th 
through luncheon on Thursday, Sept. 13th. You may arrive 
during the afternoon of the 10th. 

Quiet Day Conductor: The Very Rev. Stanley Brown-Serman, 
Virginia Theological Seminary 

The cost will be $5.00 per day, i.e. $15.00 for the full 
Conference period. 

RESERVATIONS should be made before the last week in August. 

Mail reservations to: Deaconess Bechtol 
1147 Fifteenth Street 
Washington 5, D.C. 

Looking forward to a fruitful outcome of each of the 
above and with all good wishes, 

Very sincerely, 

RUTH JOHNSON 

Executive Secretary 

P.S. I find that the addition of this letter to you 
increases the postage. I am therefore omitting the 
brochure "The Deaconess in the Episcopal Church" which 
you have already seen. The brochure will be included in 
all other envelopes. 	RJ 



/\-)k /MO 	[1.J i/M 
ROM YOUR EXECUTNE CO MMI TTFF 

July 1951 

A WORD FROM THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY*** 

Recruitment is our immediate con-
cern. "Our" means each individual Dea-
coness as well an the Executive Secre-
tary. Only as each Deaconess puts hnr 
self into this effort can we make pro-
gress. Each Deaconesr can PRAY. With-
out that feeling of being upheld by 
the Order, we, whose special concern 
recruitment is, may find ourselves act 
ing as isolated units instead of act-
ing as agents of a body uniquely bound 
in cooperative effort. 

At the undergraduate level Dea-
coness Putnam reports the possibility 
of several in residence in the fall.It 
is too early in the summer to make de-
finite statements nAt the graduate lev-
el there may be two Candidates•to-be, 
studying at Gilmore House in London 
for the first year cf training, One is 
now finishing a year teaching engage 
merit in a Church School for ginln, and 
she expects to stay or. in England for 
the Gilmore House traininn The other 
prospective student is awaiting the 
results of my investigation of Gilmore 
House training. She ha n a private in-
come and is ready to make the trip. 
Both of these women are in their tWen 
ties and hold M.A. degrees. 

We had hoped that the establish-
ment of the Central House might have 
been assured for this fall. A start 
could then have been made.However, the 
response to the recent appeal does not 
warrant setting up a training center 
even on a temporary basis this fall. 
We even question the expediency of a 
"temporary basis." 

Recruitment and training depend 
one on the other, There is no doubt 
that were we in a Position to announce 
that several candidate were -waiting 
for training, benefactors, with both 
desire and means, would find themselves 
impelled to Provide the assurance of 
the substantial nucleus that is needed 
for -the Central House Fund. ( Only 25 
Deaconesses sent in names of persons 
to whom appeals could be sent.) 

Will you think on these things 
and then, as you can, do Something 
about Recruitment and/or the Central 
House for Deaconesses and Deaconess ft 
training ? 

June 28th. 1951 	Ruth Johnson  

sEpTIAI,AcTICE ttt 
May we remind you that Pence Can con-
tributions were to be returned by the 
end of Nay - 1951. Send to:Dss.Rannon 
58 S.Second St.,Chambersburg,Ptnna. 

REPORT FROM DANIEL BAKER COLLEGE 
peaconnss Katharine .Putnam 

Our Denertmnrt uf Church Work 
Training in Daniel Baker College,/ 
BrownwooJ,T.:2.9, is hecomEng a reality 
and altheugi th2 corzse was planned 
to open in Septcniber one student who 
hope to becone a Deaconess hcs already 
entered, beginning with the summer 
term.At last three other students are 
already accept,d and expected, one for 
the Deaconrss training and the other 
two aa freshmen beginning their general 
college work. 

In January I went to Brownwood 
to begin the spade work for the foun-
dations. I have written to all Bishops 
of the Church in America and Mission / 
fields, telling of the opportunities 
for training offered as well as to 
many other Church people in positions 
to introduce students. I have also 
traveled antennively in various dioe-
eses in fexnn and in Mississippi, and 
have made our plans known at Hood Col-
lege, as well an the Wellesley Confer-
ence. You have all on the notices •o 
given us in the Church papers. 

It is our hope to have a house of 
residence especially for the Church / 
Work Traininn students, but for the 
present we de net have enough students 
to warren that added expense to the 
college,so our students wdll be housed 
with other women boarding students and 
take their meal; in the college refec-
tory. However, I expect them to use / 
the nitting room in my apartment as a 
"Comen Room" for our own particular / 
aethities and devotions, and extra ./ 
currieular clnsses. The first term ./ 
must of neceseity be experimental, as 
this ccmbinatien of college life and 
the Church Weak Training will have to 
be worked out. But our first student 
is already most enthusiastic about the 
college and the plan We hope with the 
grace of God ;  and iho guidance of His 
Holy Spirit to bring more and more 
young women to the joy of the service 
of our Lord tn iin Church, Kay I aga# 
ask for you' prayers und interest and 
enthusiasm to carry us over the first 
hard days and along the right road. 

SPECIAL NEWS *** JUST READ THISItttt: 
It 13 most heartening to receive 

news that a "Conference of Deaconesses" 
has been placed on the official program 
for the Synod of the Southwest.  
The Deaconesses have been allntted time 
at 9,130 A.M. at St, Paul's Church, San 
Antonio ;  Texas, Oct. 23rd, Dss. Gladys 
Hail, Provincial Representative, is in 
charge af details. It is honed that as 
iany Den3onessec as possible will be 
there. how about you ?? 



MEMORAHDUN from your Executive Committee 
Exer2ts..fron :alelminPt00 7.7. 
Mee.tinE. of  tile.:4ecu:tive Colli 1ttoe-7 
lice-L.416,41  C4-PAE0  

Members present: Doses. Crow, Dieterly, 
Johnsen,Sargent, Seymour and Truesdell 

Treasurer's Report: 
Bal. on hand Jan. 1st. 1951 
in General Fund232.19 
In Emergency nand 	222100 

f,%511.19 
Dues received in 1951 67.75 
Bal. from Phila.Chapter 4.1.25 
Total Receipts to Julast. f:',583.19 

Disbursements: 
Office expenses 	3.35 
The DS5.2 issues 	29.60 
Printing labels _120_ 

Total Disbursements 	43.70 
Balance July 1st. 1951 422,42_ 

583 l9 
Notes from the meeting of the Ad-

visory Commission which had net the 
previous day were read and discussed. 
These had to do mninly with the plans 
for the establishment of a Central 
House in Evanston. Mrs. Chamberlin of 
Chicago was present at both meetings 
and is most interested in this project. 
Suggestions found elsewhere in this 
sheet were discussed and approved. 

It was voted to divide the "Comm-
ittee on Publicity and Promotion" into 
two Committees, namely -"Committee on 
PUblicity" with Dsses. Truesdell and 
Allfeck in charge; and "Committee on 
Promotiql1" 14tal Raraguly_as  
man working with Dos. Ruth Johnson as 
Consultant. (Das. Ramsay has accepted 
the appointment according to word from 
the Executive Secretary.) 

Another pamphlet is to be made up 
and ofcourse this calls for pictures. 
Please have some good ones made of you 
at your work. Have these done by good 
photographers - either amateur or pro-
fessionals. (Incidently tho Committee 
is willing to pay for the right shots) 
Please send as soon as possible to Dss. 
Mary Truesdell-1261W. 14th. St.,Daven-
port, Iowa, 

Tho Second Annual fleeting or Con-
ference to be held between the Trienn-
ial Meetings will meet at the College 
of Preachers in Uashington, D.C. Dss. 
Bechtol (address-1140 M. St.,N.W.Wash. 
5,1).C;) is arranging fhe local details 
Begins :Dinner, Monday night-Sept.10th. 
Tuesday-Quiet Day with Meditations --- 

conducted by Dr. Brown-Sermon 
Wednesday - outside speaker 

- tea at the E.E.E.T.Hospital 
Thursday a.m.- Deaconess Conference 
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Deaconesses should co-operate with the 
Social Security program of the Govern-
ment. Dss.Truesdell read from the min-
utes of the Connission,Bishop Conkling 
opinion:"If a Deaconess is holding the 
kind of a position which would entitle 
her to come under the Social Security 
provision, she should by all means co-
operate. Even though listed as a "lay-
person" in the Social Security records 
this would not ia the least change her 
ecclesiastical status." 

Dss. Truo3do1l reported that the 
slides, "The Deaconess Story" were be-
ing used and that she supplimonted with 
copies of the new brochure. 

(By the wy - have yclu seen this 
new smaller brochure ? Send for copies 
for yourself-your friends and your par-
ishes. Dss. Rauoay-141-25 N. Hempstead 
Turnpike, Flushing, N.Y.,or Dss. Sey-
mour, 714 No. 9th. St., Salina,Kansas. 

THE CENTRAL HOUSE FOR DEACONESSES***.** 
Suggestions that have come to the 

desk of the Executive Secretary in the 
matter of raising funds for the estab-
lishment of the Central House, are :- 

Ask the Rector to permit one Sun-
day being called "DeqcOness_ABBAne, 
the loose offering to go to the Cen-
tral House fund. There are many parish-
es in which beloved Deaconesses worked 
in the past and such parishes could be 
approached in the matter of a possible 
"Deaconess Sunday." 

Deaconesses have been in the news late-
ly....Dps. Hutton of Stanley, Virginia 
was given a free trip to New York by 
the General Mills and had an interview 
over a nationwide hook-up. 

Marian Brown °tn. 	 DefinnnA l  
Arizona had an article about her work 
in the summer issue of FORTH Magazine. 

Of the dozen pictures chosen for the 
new brochure "We Work for the Church" 
("281") - two are of Deaconesses. 

_ 
Interested. Clergy could be asked 

to preach on Vocation and specifically 
on the Order, Requesting that the off-
ering of his congregation be donated 
to the Central House fund. s54/  

Silver teas, eake and candy sales nonees 
card parties are quite possible. Dea- " AN Ars vcou coness Ramsay has arranged for a card 
party to be hold in the Parish House 
and she has enlisted the support of 
two parishes where Deaconesses worked 
up to some few years ago. 	R.J. 

Publicity possibilities for the 
next General Convention were discussed. 
As there is no Deaconess working in 
Boston there are many problems to be 
worked out for the meeting of the Nat-
ional Conference. 

The question was asked whether 

PLEASE NOTICE Itt 
If you have not already paid your 

dues, wont you please get them into 
the mail today ? Thank you. 
Send to: Dss.E.E.Seymeur lAang Treas, 
714 No. 9th. St., Salina, Tansaa 
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Executive COmpd,ttee National Conference of Deaconesses 
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. Chairman: Hilda Dieterly,Episcopel Home for the Aged, 206 E. Hurd St.,Shippens-
Secretary: Clara Searle, Box 273, .Addyston, Ohio 	 ( burg,Pa. 
Acting Treasurer: Evelyn E., Seymour, 714 No. 9th. St., Sauna, 
Executive Secretary: Ruth Johnson, Diocesan House, 1047 Amsterdam Ave.,New York 25 

•- • • 	 . - 	Frances Affieck,Lillian Orow,Olive .Robinsm, 
Edna Sargent, .and 1.1ary Trueedell 	::*:: .. 	; ..... 

ANNUAL1_,Zgl - 	1,951 the service out of deors, but valet it 
Place-College of Preachers,Cathedra 	began to rein, al Moved into the small 
Close, Washingtpn, D.0 . Sept.10-13th. 	chapel; then- the Mm came out, and all 
Present:-Bechtol, Biereton,ByllesbY, 	returned Put of doors. Twelve clergy and 

. 	
Dieterly,Dunlop,Johnson, Haulty,Newbold, six deacenisses Were present mardhing in 

4 cr,°) ''' Parsons, Ramsay, Ranson, Redd, Searle. 	the procession. Two sister d:acone 
•

eses-
SerecurEleator Smith, Robinson, Hutton, Binns and Williams, presented the Candi- 

r

///  // 
. / and Crwlg. 	 date Peo ple in the Metes° love Alice 

Monday night a social evening fol- so over 200 Were 	 ent; and the-silence 
lowed dinner at six-thirty with coffee 	of those 200 present could be felt a true * 	. 
served in the Commen•RoOM4 Compline at 	spiritual uplift. As the Holy Communion 

1  nine-thirty in the Chapel began the Re- began; a gentle raiiife14:but only e- 
a ( 	treat, led by thYlim e. Stanley Brown- 	nough to fog specteple*andIao'ohe moved 

4'0  49 	
. 	, . 	, 	. 

Sermon, Prof. of /4i -4-Testament Language ' tO - obVer.. 	, 

,:k and Literature at the Virginia Theolog- 	-, : At the close of the eervice, the 
V, el lea Semi. ,  . • . "as , ala . the Deatzt: • His 	chairs were pushed' back, and tables set Ai/ ad i 
t 	el I A, ems, on Ttie ,,  ay was "Our Spiritual • Life",, for .  a 'buffet .  lunch '4* th.rkey, .. ha at 4Zr:A , 0 

1;0J-  't 	.4tich he preeented in *foili inspiring" med- toeti, tomatoes,. iee credm• and coffee. e r d / 
' ("i'c 	itationasia 'Our :Prayers,. The ,Body of (/‘' 

	

. 	 0 

'Qlrist(the ,,relloiaship of the „Redeemed),,- ... • • .....'Thursda-  Y. Prang' a mere formal   

bur Sactaiental life, .and our -Pommon work.lpeetingjigai: conducted with the Ghairman- i' 47,4441 
. 	• -. !,, . 	- 	• _ • 	 Hilda Dieterly in the chair. .r 

	

. 	. 	.. . 	,. 
Holy. Communion was eskletemted each Treasurer's  Report - The GENERAL FUND 

morninga-first in the .chapel of the Col- consisting of du. sad gifts .received at 
lege of Preachers, other daYs .  in the ' ' .National eixtf6rtriefrti-sok-Praikeillift in 
Cathedral chapels,. • . 	. 	1949, and dues and gifts received since 

' .. • 	 *. 	then to date - September 9th,1951 	• s' --  
. ....Tuesday *Valais* NM WW1 in in TetaReceipts.... ,.  .- 015.10 . 7-44*9 

tormal-dispuesions ragarding-methedeF-et- -- -Diebureeiwinte.41, 1,--.1.7 ,-----------... -, --- 
raising funds for the proposed Central Balance - Sept. 9th, C.261W9 
House and the Pence Cans. Dts, Ranson, 	The EMPROINCY FUND consists of the gifticIL: 
custodian of the Pence Cane reported that received at National Conference in •San 	t 
28 Deaconesses and one layman contributed' Francisco in the duplex offal/Int 40 ,*. e- 
just ,laoo„ in the Spring ingathering. 	lopes. , 	. , '• • • 	• 	., 	' 	<-. ,.., 
(Since the meeting she has sent in].20,52 	ReceiPte....:......... , .:...... ,..,2.79.00:  

, from the fall contributions.) 	 s  ‘ - Diaburseients. 	' •  ..- 4.00  
' :%. 	 • , • Balance Sept. - 9th. • 	' 0215.00' . 	. 

Wedneilday nOrning,Sept.12th. 'Its. ' 	. .- - ', 	• 	' I • - 
H.C. Kelleran, 'Director of Christian Ed- Publicity Comirittee.;• 1--cheiriten, Mary .  ., 
ucation-Diocese of Irashington, presented . .. • . Truesdell... 	•• 	• 

' 	the background, and progress -  of . the work 	In the absence of the 'chairman'. 
:= 	• being 'done by- the National Council De- . - Evelyn Seymour reported* that everything 
*: 	 @ .. 	 ., 

'•• ,,s:,,, 	. partment:Of Chrisitien Education. The Rev. - published -has *been sent out, and 'asked 
'----- 	Jesse Trotter, Associate Professor of *Ap- all to distribute as :mach as they could- 

ologetice and Homiletics at Virginia 	to keep' something about Deaconesses in 
Theological Seminary Presented the Theol- the Church racks, 'Mary True:Oen con- 

. 	upon which the _newi curri_ra is y 9  \ tinues working on 'neW pieces' tobe -pub- 
- 	,1,,,.'''' 	being developed. rs  41,1,5 	oevw.t.T-. 	.? lished. 	• 	. 

, 
.._ ___.  

, 	The afternoon off Weeresaay -the Con- •• 	Discuaiio-freirpians tor the National 
-':- v ference was delightfu 	entertained lly entertaid at 	Conference to be held in Boston in 1952 	-1 
1,  \ 	tea at the Nurse& home of the Episcopal , Were next, with reiluests for ideas 'about 
c. 	. .,}. . EYe,Ear and . Throat Hotpital/4That even- ,. exhibit,• The Rev. • Gardiner .bay, 'Chairman 

ing at the college, Canon' Clea.veland of 	of arrangements .in :Boston is most help- 
, -1 	• 	, 

, 	the Cathedral staff told us the story of . ful and co-operative.- 	- 	• 	, 	Orre,  
rt...‘* Cochran and his gift. Of the College 	 VI_ s. ,  ,• \ 	\'• -----,. 	of Preachers, and also outlined the func- • 	A wire of greeting Was dent to 	ic)k 0.. 

----., 	1 	 ', 	Jo t 	tion of the Cathedral Library, offering 	Katharine Putnam and her students. (The 	e, z  ..„4  

	

slides  42'he a' - ' ' A. tory',  . 	 otgan e.tin.  g tC)  The s 	 / 
i 	us the privilege Of borrowing bo.oks. 	

fall 
lChutitrinrch ToinortheTrdai4inogf,  

t 
„ 	

se 
, 

' ' Dt their 
'Dept. 

were shown. 	 •• t' . 1+-  , l'• 	in-Mashington. Ed.) 	 •
• 

c' 	 Amelia trereton gave a 	d a.ccount 	• 	' 	• 	- 	• 	. - 	. .• 	- . 
:1r  . 	Of the setting' apart of Alice Mayer on ... . ascellaneoue ra_ atter nt to the . 

August 6th. at Grace-House-on-the-1' ma- • iii.DER: 	, 	
.. . 	. 

.j- , 	tam, St. Paul, Va. The plan was to have • • . - The Continittett on PrOinotion and Pub- 

t 

, 
r- 71•■-,,_..-ihi,TdIvi-J /0 	-- 

)1/4" tri.leal-4. AIL-- 	AAA/ /14isf. 	* i  44- oI,74,. 9 417,- 

	

c-4 	/--) 	- . 	i 	, aibJ 4 1 ,i. ,- 	-,-1 	
,,,,,,  

A-1000- 	,,,,,-/ J.,L," 
, 
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licity has been divided into two committees: tional English. Can any of you se - 
Promotion-Lydia Ramsay,Chairman„ and 	cure a sponsor to underwrite the travel , 
Publicity-Mary Truesdell, Chairman. 	expense of fi.1200.00 ? If so, please 

syleilirrd of ,t the Execytivier:0 	g' 
Suggestions made to achieve a closer 	 vI olor gm 

ll  feowship ---, 	 l'C4 ;;ep4 ctive condi es are sailing 

	

fllt 	 t 
t \ 	Idea proposed :that notices of serious for England to train at Gilmore House, 

illness, death, Setting Apart<need p) 	Margaret Dewey who mas teaching in Eng- 
cpq "4' 	ayers etc. be  sent immediately to . the land last year, and a graduate of Rad- 

1 
*-^ 	cutive Secretary, and.. all Deaconesses cliffe; and Phyllis Spencer, a graduate 

44)   notified. (The Executive Committee later of ilount Holyoke and Columbia* 
instructed Exec. Secy. to send Out all 	Write to them -- Gilmore Housei 
such notices immediately on their receipt.) 	113 North Side Clapham Common, 	../4 
DEACONESSES: please talse_mle,a0 send . . 	London S.W. 4, England. 
such notices to the Exec.. Secy, 	R.J. 

4 
' 	Deaconess Fund.  for Budget and Profttion: 

Another idea will be followed uppi.e. 	April- 1950 - Sept. 1951 (18 months) 
anniversaries of Ordering Will be re- 	RECEIK14 	. 
membered by a card throuØ the Exec. Comm. From Deaconesses 	".„. 1498.00 
OL:42-ie,ww41.4 440t4 	xle, . 	, 41,,, D 4. From others. 	268.00 	.,9,_„`8, 

Th Anniversaries,of (Wring and no.a.44k .fenee Can Offering 	• 100400 * . 	.. 	... 	. 	, 	. 	. 	• 	 i• 

	

t 	
birthdays ievpoing h014ght up to date 	Refunds  . 	 • 	l 00 
and ,will sOombeeenttp - ,all'beappnesses.. -.... 	:..Total 	v2005100.  
in mimeographed form:: .',....' ort_t.:cbirected  

- 

	

• 	. 
ocl 	mailing list w.]3 be,en*sed1SUggestion DISBURSEMENTS: - 	•7. 	•,. 	,. 	. 	, 	..• 	. 	.. 	. 	. 

from Dssee. meet n4.4t . Sa4 AntOni0 .-„Texis) . Trdvel(Advisory and Exec•Comm.).057. 

	

i 	so that anyone wishing to remeMher:het " 	Office Expenses, Publicitypetc.„...- 4aL  
\  

	

,. 	 ,. 	. 	_.... 	. 
sister .deaconesses.yith “Ardr:Pr latter ' • - . 	 Total 0569. 
may-,haVe the ;late4 aciareseg -aovvimiA ') Darance on han1 lr.octast.1951 .  . 436. 4 

62005. c" c. 
YEPORT.E.R4g  T4E EXECUTI4 SECRETARY 	 , 	 .. 

	

\ 	1. Greetings'to - the'COnterencedentIly"' ReViewcf ,FropcsedAmnftects to,.be voted 
Deaconesses Gi.1,1els. 	4114. qquires, Put- on'InEoStOni:1952t  

	

..,,,,• 	 •=4••,attisig -thwt to 1.00 payable '..1.1i> 	 WW1.. ' r11'."11 - 84d. iallgroitt. ,:rie le.ttet regretted. - 
1 	' her' inabilitir, to 'get tO r X14,3:ingtO6 whin': 	' :"ally.  
, 	 b) Setting up Annual Conferences to be 

''. 	
she was. so' near. .8,110 had Just ,arrived in 
New°  York. from,gn4and, having Macie many - 	' held .in ,verious parts of the coun- 

--4ft er. 	 tey without-legislative power. 
. :China. She was to fly from Caliternia for 

	

"14 	.thelhiliPPines,leter in SePtember;„ She 	suggestion tnat By-Laws.provide or 
will spew:144i Or eight .Monthe:ih'Sagada opportunity to vote on proposed amend-
and. then take U'Priesidence -in Bontoc. ': mentsoby mall. 

,..i.  
2. The Advisory 	is asking for , 	 , 	, 
'contributions for the Central House fraa- 	

- IN MEMORIAM . 	••.. 
.. 

 
the Woman's Auxiliaries:. Diocesanes-: 	,., ,...., 	- 

	

. 	..-. 
Anna KathleenThOmpson,of St..iiarkls ., ideas were approached With therequest' died April 17 that they distribute the printed.-apPeala. MissiOn, Alaska, 
	 , 1951, 

and .wai buried.in:AUska:  
in their diocetes'and4istricts. Thirty- 
three 

 _ 	- 	. 	 , 	.,.. 	. 	_ 

	

mn 	three Presidents.eXpTedsed their willing- 	died On .Dec- 
ness to do this. Ad a'result 3616 appeals_ eaber!2. 1919,50. She was in her 90th 
and enclosures were sent out to the 33 ' pier. -.She Was to4rn . in Cfranie, N..„.1. Dioceses and districts. .. 	. 	 She attendedRigh.School, the torial 

(N.D. In mid-October, contributions 
amounting to '4;).4,38*00'have .  been:received- 	

College it Albany, N* 1., TeaCherst 
\'.. . 	- 

from 31.W  .A. grOups. 11:04./ • 	
College, New York University, and in 

. 1895 was graduated from the New York 

g 

 
Training 
cones -  in November Of that year. Two 

i 	School and set- 	a apart as dea- 
l. In regard  to Recruitment and Training 	' 

	

"-- 	 aa '4 students.. 
	, 

WOe4..h beenreceived that 8 	 _ sisters survive:her* 
areTexpectdngLtO be enrolled in the De..... - 	-. _ . 
Pirtment of Church Work Training at Dan- - .jUlia E. Stephenson, died March 9, 

..„.1 , 	iel Baker College this fall; Six are in 	19 	o oes, • 51 i 	 ' 

	

n C h 	N Y 

	

' • 	WAS IT1 

	

was 	in 
, 	49,, em r . the freshman year and. two in the Junior .. . , New . York k S 'at be 9, 1867, and in 1906 , 

year. Of the latter one is understood.t6'. ,Wasgraduated from the New York Train-
be a prospective Candidate, Ilary podfrey', ing School and ordained a deaconess in j ,  
a nurse by profession, from the Dioce se -,7 1 .4y of that year. For throe years, she 
of Dallas*.  served: the staff q the Bronx Church 

I 	 in Another prospeCtive Candidate 	
House in New !a*, 

who had 	was in charge of St. 
high hopes of.enrollin&this fall has had 	

rk,nd then for many years 
. 	 Margaret's Home  
the. parish of Christ Church,Re d Rook, , 

to postpone her arrival. SheiS)1ArY . T. : ., 	, 

	

c. 	 .kagasawa.of . Toky0; who 	only the .:".."; _ _ . . 
	N. Y. She was a familiar figure in the 

community and parish. On the first Sun., 
---t•---;''' 	travel expende,'Allother,arrahgements.,...4.3, in Advent, 1950 a sanctuary lamp in 

4 . 	
have been completed, DeacOneseKnepper '-' her meMory, given by one of the former 
and her sister have 1nVited Miss Nagasawa 

.7 to spend.a.few.months in their home as a : :. 0,:rle of St. uargaret s was ease 

	

, 	i 	blessed. 

Cr 
Julia A. Clark died July 2, 1951 in 

	

) 	-' ' eort of 	in 	CaliforniaCalifornia.She recently returned from Minn 
. 	_ . 	_ 
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Mary Savage Johnson, born Utica, N. Y. 
died Nee Haven, Genhe,e'AngrJt.14, 1951. 
be wasCeet -apat)nna -de'aecnees insthe 
1890's, Thurfng nier work nYew Haven, 
as head of St. Hildare House„, she served 
under four inctors, Interment was at 
Utiea, N. Y. 

3  The beautiful life of Deaconess 
Nary Savage Johnson has enriched this 
world; and the many lives she touched, 
In her fifty-leven years of service as 
a Deaconess, will ever feel the inspira-
tion that has come from her devoted and 
dedicated life, Her saintliness, gentle-
ness, humility, serenity, growing from 
her life in our Lord, patience, cour-
age, charity and great tolerance for 
others, with rare gifts of sanctified _ 
common sense, quit humor, and great wis-
dom and underatanding has endeared her 
to all whose privilege it was to Palow 
her, Her loyal and great devotion to her 
Church t  fmnily and ,4‘rienis will be a 
blessed memory and she will always live 
in their hearts," 

Tribute by Ruby Thomson. 

Rest eternal grant unto them, 
0 Lord., and let light perpetual 
shine upon them. 

NEWS OF DEACONESSES 

Province  1: Deaconess Lovell and her 
sister flew to California to visit their 
brother, and at a Church service met 
Gertrude Heywood, for many years the head 
of St. Margaret's, Tokyo, In Seattle, 
they had lunch with the staff of the 
Diocesan House, They included Victoria, 
Vancouver; on their return stayed for a 
time at Woodstock, Vt. also. 

Elizabeth Trask, after a year's con 
valescence was able to resume work in 
September at St. Andrew's, Pittston, 
Maine, a mission of Christ Church, Gard-
iner, she beinE unable to continue work 
at Christ Church. 

Ruby Thomson, for thirty-three years 
associated mith Mary S. Johnson in the 
work of St. Hilda's House, New Haven has 
been asked by the Rector and vestry of 
Christ Church to carry on that work as 
a memorial to Mary S. Johnson. 

Deaconess Lloyd has had a small coll-
ection of her best poems printed by a 

1.eiend. Perhaps some of your would like 
toelontact her about this accomplisheent 
at the tender age of 80. Address 51 

Curve Street, Wellesley, Mass. 

• rovince 2z On December 4, Clara Simp-
son will observe the 58th antiversary of 
her Setting Apart as deaconess. The 
privilege to have her amone us can be 
seen by all who know her as a reflection 
of the great joy that comes from unself-
ish service to God and His Church." 

' 
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Provinces 5 & 6: The following have been 
guests at the house this summer: Sister 
Veronica (SUN, Sister Hillary (SHN), Sis-
ter Derothia (Tranefig); Naomi Skeeters 
formerly in Prazil, now teaching in the 
Cathedral School in Uashington; Gertrude 
and Grace Brisbeno, graduates of St. 
Faith's and Chicago, now working in North 
Carolina; Mary Elieaboth Rydo l.:Director 
of Chrictian:EdUzation in Greenwich, 
Conn ,r 	 Nieholas, graduate of 
St. Faith's. now working in Peoria, Ill. 

Agnes Bradley, 5,;, iktrI:ts, Evanston, 
Ill loat hr fat,her in August, She has 
since broken her eight arme. 

Two members of our staff attended the 
Retreat and Conference in Washington. 

_ 
Proyince.  7; Frenoes Affleck will return 
to her canonical residence, West Texas 
late in October She spent six months 
in Salt Lela ,  City, ether she attended 
the consecration of Bishop Watson and 
attended the meeting of the Synod of the 
8th Province. She saw Bishop Gordon, 
and he paid high tribute to Deaconess 
Thomson, whose deeth delayed his arrival. 
Alaska wants more deeconesses. 

Katharine Putnan: I should be most 
grateful for any books. I left what 
little I had after the last looting to 
my Chinese ascociates. Books on Reli-
gious Education, Church History, Devo. 
tional topics would be most welcome.-- 
'Alen in Dallas, Deacohess Crow lets me 
make headquarters with her.-- I have 
been busy traveling around; there seems 
to be wide interest in this Diocese and 
State.-e- art  are -8- students -accepted 
and registered in the Church Training 
Dept. of Daniel Baker College. They come 
from all over-Washington State, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Indiana, Venezuelea. --I am 
now in a small cottage on the grounds of 
the Girls' Dormitory where I have at 
least a living roar' where I can carry on 
student activities and interviews. This 
little house is ideal as it is apart and 
yet in tho midst. I  have a kitchenette 
for waffles, breakfast, etc. I have put 
Chinese hangings on the malls, so we look 
festive. 

Ethel Spender says "although retired, 
I am glad to have opportunity to give 
quiet days and meditations to Auxiliaries 
and Guilds. The Rector at Port Lavaca is 
the Rev. Theodore Branch once in Wyoming:, 
beloved of our deeconesses. I am con-

tinually grateful for Glayds Hall, and her 
loving thoughtfulnese. The young: people 

of Brounson Home helped cut my grass, and 
we then went on a picnic." 

Evelyn Ashcroft has arrived at her new 
station end,  for the next six months or 
so will be at St. Nary's Convent, Sagada, 
Mr. Province, The Republic of the Phil-
ippines. 

- - - - - - 
Province_A: Deaconess Byllesby, 2122 A The Deaconesses of the 7th. Province 
Lcure St., Jacksonville, Flordia attended had a quiet day at Et. Paults Church, 
the Conference in 7ashington, driving 	San Antcnio„ Texas, on Monday preceed- 
her car, and bringing Anna Ranson from 	ing the Synod meeting, Oct, 22nd, The 
Chambersburg, Pa. Dunlop and Brereton 	Rev. H.P.Osborne, rector, was in charge. 
returned with her. 	 A general meeting on Tuesday morning 

.e0o. 	 attracted several visitors.  

i ge/A/e/41 “c '-4 ..,e4,  , 
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Diocesan House, 1047 Amsterdam Av„ New York 25, N.Y. 

February 18, 1952 

TO the Deaconesses 
FROM the Executive Secretary: 

The purpose of this communication is to give you a 
brief summary of progress made toward the establishment of 
our Central House in Evanston, together with a brief report on 
the Deaconess Fund for Budget and Promotion. 

RESULTS OF APPEAL FOR FUNDS MADE BY THE ADVISORY COMMISSION: 

Quoting Bishop Conkling: "The Fund grows very 
slowly....at present we have received something over $4000.00." 
The Bishop feels that no purchase can be considered until more 
funds are in hand. While we are hopeful for a substantial 
grant from the U,T.O., there should be a sizable amount with • 
which to begin the operation of the House. 

Can you - will you - consider the possibility of in-
creasing the Fund by means of Benefits held this spring? 
Perhaps inviting the co-operation of a local W.A. group? Two 
highly successful Benefits were held by Margaret Bechtol, 
(a sale), in Washington, D.C. and by Lydia Ramsay (a card party) 
in New York. These Benefits were "successful" not only because 
they netted over $400.00 but because the incidental publicity 
was widespread. 

The Deaconesses in the New York area expect to hold a 
benefit sale similar to Margaret Bechtol's on May 6th on the 
Cathedral Close. Articles for her sale were secured from 
PiltOto Rico, Southern mountains and India. I commend this 
Method of securing funds for the Central House and at the same 
tit:id publicizing the Order (literature And posters). I shall 
be glad to send details. 

In response to the Central-House-Appeal-letters which 
were sent from this office to the Diocesan Presidents of the 
Woman's Auxiliary at the request of the Advisory Commission, 
Connecticut heads the list with contributions from seventeen 
(17) groups; West Texas and Los Angeles next with ten (10) 
and nine (9) contributing groups respectively. 

Diocesan gifts have been received from: 
. 	Michigan 	Oklahoma Rhode Island 

Milwaukee Maryland West Texas 

I shall be glad to supply you with information in regard to 
your own diocese or district, if you request it. 
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Publicity for the Order and the proposed Central HOUSQ: 

I hope you read the excellent editorial in the LIVING 
CHURCH, issue :alloy. 11, 1951,. written jointly by Miss McCracken. 
and Mr. Morehouse. 

Two diocesan publications also gave us needed publicity 
last fall: -The FLORIDA EDITION OF FORTH contained a very fine 
write-up, succint and accurate. 

-The CHURCH MILITANT (Massachusetts) devoted a full 
page reproducing the Advisory Commission's Appeal and including 
the contribution form (which was used by one donor). 

If you have not already done so, can you be instrumental 
in securing space in your diocesan paper? Such issues do not come 
automatically to this office and I therefor have no way of knowing 
how much is being done locally. 

The BUDGET AND PROMOTION FUND for 1951: 

Gifts and paid pledges 	 $800.00 (in round numbers) 
Pence Can Offerings 	 150.00  

Total Receipts 	 - 950.00 
Total Disbursements 	 870,00 

Balance 	 80.00 

The DISBURSEMENTS: Three large items formed the main outlays 
in 1951,- 

1. Publicity and Promotion 
- producing and circulating the slides, 

"The Deaconess Story" 
- mailing literature packets on request 

2. Central House Appeal  
- mailing appeal letters and literature 

to individuals and to W.A. groups, diocesan and 
parochial 
(N.B. These mailings meant a nationwide publicity) 

3. Travel expenses of those Advisory Commission members 
who otherwise could not have attended the Commission's 
June meeting in Chicago. The Executive Committee 
met the following day. 

In 1952, the Budget and Promotion Fund will be needed for the 
same items as listed above. In addition there should be funds 
for publicity at the time of General Convention in Boston. 



NAT;ONALCONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES  

July 5, 1952 

MEMORANDUM TO the Deaconesses 
FROM the Executive Secretary: 

It is my great pleasure and high privilege to inform you 
of the reception of three Deaconess Candidates: 

(Mrs.) Edna McNeil Dietz,  M.A., by Bishop Jones (West Texas) on the 
Feast of the Purification, 1952 

Pauline E. Watts,  B.A., by Bishop Donegan (New York) on 
March 1st, 1952 

Phyllis TenBroeck Spencer,  M.A., by Bishop Donegan on May 5th, 1952 

Mrs. Dietz  continues her teaching while preparing for the 
canonical examinations under the direction of a Chaplain. 
Address: 1901 West Travis St., San Antonio 7, Texas. 

Miss Watts,  also a teacher by profession, had worked With 
the late Deaconess A. Kathleen Thompson at St. Mark's Mission, 
Nenana, Alaska. When Miss Watts returned to the States last summer 
she knew that she must test her vocation to the Diaconate. She is 
studying under the guidance of a Bishop-appointed Chaplain while 
working on the staff of the Episcopal Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital. 
Address: 1147 Fifteenth Street, N.W., Washington 5, D.C. 

Miss Spencer  has now completed, happily and commendably, 
the first year of Deaconess training at Gilmore House in London. 
Address: Gilmore House, 113 North Side, Clapham Common, 
London, S.W.4, England. 

Last December I spent a delightful week at Gilmore House. The Head 
Deaconess Elizabeth Souttar was most generous with warm hospitality. 
The students (20) received me so cordially that I soon felt quite 
at home in familiar training-school surroundings. 	I was deeply 
moved as I joined in their daily Chapel devotions - an experience I 
shall continue to cherish for a long time to come. Since at the 
Moment we have no school distinctively dedicated to forwarding the 
Deaconess vocation, we have cause to be very grateful to Gilmore 
House for having opened its doors to our Phyllis Spencer. 

In your name I have welcomed our three Candidates and I have assured 
them of our individual and collective prayers and good wishes. 

I want to take this opportunity to tell you that we shall follow 
with interest and prayerful concern the activities of a young woman 
who came to this country from Japan this week. Miss Maria T. Nagasawa 
(Tokyo) will spend the summer with Deaconess Knepper and her sister 
(1820 Kearny St., San Diego, Calif.) preparatory to entering Daniel 
Baker College in September for the special two-year course of 
Deaconess training. 
Bishop Viall writes: "We trust that the event (her coming to USA) 
will justify our faith that God is calling her to service as a 
Deaconess, the first native one in the Nippon Sei Ko Kai." 

RUTH JOHNSON 
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Chairman:Hilda Dieterly : Epienopal Home for the Aged, 206 E. Burd St., 
Secretary:Clara Searle. Box 273, Addyston, Ohio 	(Shippensburg, Pa. 
Acting Treasurer:Evelyn E. Seymour, 71 4  No. 9th. St., Salina, Kansas 
Executive Secretary Ruth Johnson, Diocesan Nouse, 1047 Amsterdam Ave.,N.Y.25, 

Frances Affleck,Lillian Crow,Olive iiebinson,Edna Sargent, and Nary Truesdell 

A MINDER TO DEACONESSES N.B. 	Report of Olive E4 Robinson:Chr. Hos- 
Please notify the Exec. Secy. immediately pitality Committee - Triennial Ebeting 
when you have had word. of: 	 Entertainment for any deaconess who 
1.the death of a Deaconess 	 wishes it is being provided by the women 
2.the serious illness of a Deaconess 	of All Saints', Brookline. This Church 
3. the reception of a Deaconess Candi- 	is 15 minutes on the trolleyfrem Park 

date. 	 Street, center of Boston, the trolley 
thch information_wiil_be_sent to all going past the-Churchi - whereahostesses 

Deaconesses immediately so that our 	will meet us. 
daily Intercessions may include the 	The parish will provide - free - 
persons concerned. 	R.J. 	room and breakfast for the duration of 
::::::: 	 General Convention; also for our Con- 
(Because of illness this notice was not ference on the 12th., breakfast and lunch 
sent out as soon as received.Sorry) 	at the parish house. 
Your prayers are asked for Amy G. Thomp- 	If you desire this hospitality, 
son who has suffered, a stroke and is in write to - The Rev, Junius J. Martin 
St. John's Hospital, 480 Herkimer St., 	All Saints' Church 
Brooklyn 13, P.Y. Dated April 21st. 	 1773 Beacon Street 

Brookline, 46, IttStale 
Nbssage from Hilda L. Dieterly,Chr. 	"Deaconess Hoepitality" put this nota- 
Quote from Lillian Crow, "This is indeed tion in the lower left corner of the 
a crucial year for the deaconesses". .I 	envelope. 
should like to ask you to make a very 	State exact time of arrival and departure 
special effort to attend the meeting of 
the National Conference in Boston on 	THE EXHIBIT 11i BOSTON 
Sept. 12th. We needthe help of each and 	'Tope springs eternal", etc., because 
every one, your thoughts, and ideas, and we anticipate receiving more negatives 
the inspiration of your presence. The 	from more deaconespes when the peise -_.. 	-a 	... 	- . 	_ 
the Annual Conferences since then. We 	"With the Advisory Commission re- 
hope to see many new faces, and many old questing U.T.O. funds to establish the 
friends in Boston. Please help with your Central House", we should plan our ex-
prayers and your presence, hibit to provide not only information 

but inspiration and challenge. 
The plan calls for enlarged prints. THE RETIRING FUND Bart DucoNnssEs • 	SEND more negatives or colored. slides. The Fund has had its best year finan. We plan to use a projector. Colored cially. It has been possible to raise slides may be sent Cirectly to the allowances so that .most of the bone- 

Dss. Nary Truesdell ficiatica receive fifty dollars a month. 
126 West 14th. Street.,Davenport, Iowa The aft of a substantial sum from the Negatives should be sent to thru the National Woman's Aux, 
Dso. Ruth Johnson- in New York . iliary to be used for retired deadoness- Allno later than June 1st., es is being ueed to supplement some 

allowances and to add one beneficiary, 	:::::: 	 ::: ::: ,.."".. 
It enables the Directors to render much • ,CHURCH TRAINING AND DEACONESS HOUSE, 
more comfort and security. Des. Mary 	ST. NARY'S HOUSE, PHILADELPHIA DIVINITY 
Tileston left a legacy of $1,000.,mem- 	SCHOOL 
oriale have amounted to over $700. and 	Beginning with the 	Term, 1952, 
the general contributions. haveabeon aboutatUallimuse_millavnite vith.Windham Nome. • 
$7,000. Effort is being made to have the Eiss Cutler, now Head of the Philadelphia 
Annual meeting in Boston this year in 	House will be Associate Director of Wind- 
stead of in Now York, tints giving more 	ham House, and teach classes in Religious 
members of the Copp. a share in the man- Education at Union Theological Seminary. 
agemont and the use of the Fund. Nero 	Conferences more held with the Dept. of 
and more lay women are becomina inter- 	Christian Education of the National Com.. 
ested. and active in the Rind thru the 	oil, and with the Exec. Board of the WaA. 
efforts of the Laywoman's Comm. of which with the result that it was not felt nec 
Nrs. Clifford P. Ladd. is Chr. Interest 	esary to have two schools so near togeth 
in this Fund leads to interest in the 	or on the east coast. 
Order, its Candidatee, its Training  
Schools, and its Central House, and is Pence Can Offering: Annunciation (1952) 
bearing fruit as an educational campaign. Ingathering - total - $120.00 

Mary C. West, 
Secretary 	 * k * * * * * 



T• DEACONESS MAY 1952 	 page 2 
::::::: :;g::::::::;.:.7:!r -. :: ---- " . •"'""^' ******* — ** ' ***** 
DIVISION OF CHURCH WORK TRAINING IN 3:_Anne Newnan: 
DANIEL BAKER COLLME*Katharin: Pstnam: Margaiet Bechtel: In the Hospital there 

Several students registered 	-1.4 the fall is always something going on or"out" - 
had to change their -  c)urse 	t ,  rnet grad. - • this time tonsils.. We are happy to have 
uation requirements. We now navy thre: -: Paulin 	Watts, a deaconess candidate 
students, a Junior, a Freshman, ande.: -..ie helping this year,' and enjoyed having 
registered for the special Two Isar cou: -a 'Ds's. Gillespy in Washington this winter. 
a deaconess candidate from Canada. There linrgaret Binns: Though retired, an at 
is a mudh better spirit evident this r.17 -- old job of teaching Sunday School t and 
term - a more serious purpose - and the Bible :!1 ,-.sses in the Public Schools. 
aims of the Division are now better under Elizabeth Boornan:Tho' retiredl  I carry 
stood in the College. xn the League of intercessons for the 

Two students and the Director attended 11.1L, mailing educational books, lists 
a Retreat in Dallas, and were entertained for pmyers, and call on those living 
by Deaconess Crow. in to-oh. 

Allmelubers of the-Dcpartment-ment to -Dorovhy-Tmffie: -I-Iive-at-our-Dieeesan 
a nearby town when the Leadership Team Hospital, visiting the patients, and work 
from the Department of Christian &Luca-- at Trinity Chu-.2ch,Mbundsville tW:Va. in 
tion of the National Church held sessions the W.A., Church School, and Altar Guild. 
in our Diocese, and we had a special Madeline Dunlapg Dabney House and the 
session on the work of the trained Church Hospital are rejoicing in a Frigidaire 
Worker. 	. for each, and for the House, a range and 

Fier the summer Field Work, one will hot water heater, and a growing snowball 
assist Deaconess Gladys Hall at Brownson which will soon buy a home freezer tnew 
Home. She is a graduate nurse and does kitchen sink, and an addition to the' 
not need the hospital training. hospital, a rolling stretcher, a delivery 

We have several .registered for the room, nursery, reception room. 
'Fall, but do send. others. Mary SRndys Hutton:Our "family" numbers 

I wish to express my thanks to a11 nearly 1000. 
Deaconesses who have sent me books for Anne Newman: I've seen Edith Booth and 
our Library. 	' Amelia Brereton and Margaret Binne. We 
**   	have had a good. winter. Each Friday night 

IN MEMORIAM during Lent, we had a service in a diff- 
On Dec. 16, 1951, Deaconess Elwyn died 
at her home in Portsmouth, N.H. 

erent home. We will have some 1940 ,  
hymnals for Easter (evidently written 

May her soul rest in peace t  And let light some time ago-ye mineographer) One day 
perpetual shincupen her. De3. -m4yer -buyit - to flbrton tb - bring-iil* -  
............ .:-. :::: home from the Hospital; it snowed all 
PLEASE NOTE: July 16th, Dsa. A. Jpsephine day so boys club had a wonderful time. 
Peterson-1. We wercleaving for a teachers' meeting 
Please add to your anniversary Booklet in Merton in the evening When word came 
Sorry this omission was made. 	E.I;.S. that a neighbor had fallen on the ice 

and. broken her hip. I drove.to town to 
NEWS OF. DEACONESSES 
As reported by Provincial Representatives 

arrange for an ambulance (no telephone 	, f 
on our mountain). It seamed slippery but 

1: Elizabeth H. Coe. I was sureriaed next day to learn that 
Des. Lloyd, 	Curve St.,Wellesley,Mass. a road dept. truck, at a curve I thought 
will send a copy of her7peems to any one was rather bad, went off the edge and 	- 
Who writes to her, 
2:Dorothea F. .E.qtz. 

fell into the bushes below. 
Elizabeth Newbold: I an now living in 

On May 6. a bazaar was held in the under- nylown hired house'-- an apartment on 
croft of the Synod House on the close of the first floor to be 'exact-- and deeply 
the Cathedral. Proceeds to be used for grateful for the comfort. I still work 
the proposed DortooneBs Certral House, with the W.A. in Philadelphia every Wed. 

Bertha Radford: MY health is so improved 
I can get to Church on Sunday morning, 

:.but.cannotwalk•acrods my yard... g 
i 



NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 
Diocesan House, 1047 Amsterdam Avenue, New York 25, N.Y. 

March 12, 1953 

TO THE DEACONESSES: 

It is my privilege and pleasure to present the name 
of another Deaconess Candidate: Ruth Colby (Mrs. James R.), 
accepted by Bishop Emrich on December 8,'1g52. 

Until formal instruction may be had- at the Central House, 
Mrs. Colby, clergyman's widow, is studying under the direction 
of a chaplain. She is living with her married daughter at 
264 North Main Street, Romeo, Michigan. Her two sons are away 
from home, one working in Detroit and the other studying for Holy 
Orders at Sewanee. 

As a rector's wife, Mrs. Colby's activities in parochial organi-
zations, summer camp, and Church School overflowed into community 
interests,- P.T.A., women's clubs, etc. 	The experience gained 
in her Church and community activities will provide a rich back-
ground for her future Deaconess work, 

• In your name I have welcomed Mrs. Colby assuring herof our 
prayerful good wishes that her "joy may be full," 

CONCERNING THE THREE OTHER CANDIDATES: 

Pauline E. Watts, 124 W. 91st St., New York 24, N.Y., has 
passed her canonicals. 	She will be Ordered late in April. 
(When the date is set, you will receive word.) 

Edna McNeil Dietz,(Mrs.), 1901 W. Travis St., San Antonio 7, Texas, 
writes that she is recovering from a long-drawn-out bout with 
virus influenza. 	She expects to take the canonical examinations 
soon. 

Phyllis Spencer Gilmore House, 113 North Side, Clapham Common, 
London S.W. 4, England, will finish her two-years training in 
June. She expects to return to New York in August. After 
orientation in the fall she will be ready for the canonicals. 

CONCERNING THE CENTRAL HOUSE: 

Plans ARE materializing, 
It is expected that by mid-April enough progress will have 

been made to permit official announcements, 

RUTH JOHNSON 
Executive Secretary 



NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 
DiOcesari House, 1047 Amsterdam Avenue, New York 25, N.Y. 

To the Deaconesses: 
	

August 9, 1952 

Deaconess Robinson asks me to tell you that the only way to secure 
the prof erred hospitality in Brookline is to Write directly to the 
Rev. Junius J. Martin, All Saints' Church, 1773 Beacon St., 
Brookline 46, Mass. Your letter should state the time of arrival 
and departure and envelop should be marked "Deaconess Hospitality." 

There seem to be conflicting reports as to the need of tickets for 
the Opening Service, UTO, etc. Deaconess Robinson has written to 
Boston about this. If tickets are needed and you wish to attend, 
please indicate this on the enclosed blank. 

In Boston, Deaconesses are requested to register at their earliest 
convenience at our Deaconess Booth, #1 in Horticultural Hall. The 
National Conference is sharing this booth with the N.Y. School. 

PROGRAM: All Saints' Church, Brookline, Sept. 12, 1952 Friday 

7:30 - Holy Communion (Bishop Conkling, Celebrant - we hope) 
Presentation of Triennial Offerings 

- Breakfast 
9:30 - 11:45 - Conference 
Noon - Intercessions followed by Lunch 
1:30 - Resume Conference 
4:00 - Meeting of the Retiring Fund for Deaconesses Corporation 

Tentative: After a dinner somewhere in the neighborhood, return 
to the Parish House for an evening of sociability, a showing of 
THE DEACONESS STORY slides by Deaconess Truesdell, and an account 
of Deaconess Johnson's visit to the Deaconess House in England. 

Ruth Johnson, Exec. Secy. 

Cut off here (or copy on a postal card) and mail to: 
Deaconess Dieterly, 206 East Burd Street, Shippensburg, Penna. 

***** BY RETURN MAIL, PLEASE  ***** 

I expect to attend the National Conference meeting in Brookline 
on Friday, Sept. 12th. 

I wish to make reservations for breakfast: 	yes 	 no 
(Friday, Sept. 12th) 

for lunch: 	yes 	 no 
There will be a charge for each meal; 

Please put my name down for a ticket or tickets if they are needed: 
yes 	 no 

My address during General Convention will be: 

Date: 	 Signature: 
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FEBRUARY, 1953  

GREETING FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

Dear Deaconesses: 
	 January 28, 	1953 

It is a great privilege and a real responsibility to be chosen as your Chairman. 
Without your help, your prayers, I can do nothing but with your support and prayers, 
we can go forward together to unite our work for the Order. 

There is much to do, the Central House, the recruitment of Candidates, the 
spread of the knowledge of the Order throughout the Church, the enrichment of our 
own spiritual lives through Intercession for each other and for the Church. May we 
truly pray "Increase our faith, mellow our judgment, stir our zeal, deepen our af.- 
fections." 

Let us go forward, united, to do the work that lies ahead, that we may serve 
faithfully in God's Holy Church. 

Faithfully yours, 

MARGARET S. BECHTOL 
* * * 

NEWS FROM BOSTON, SEPTEMBER, 1952 

All Saints' Church, Brookline, Massachusetts, was host to Deaconesses attend-
ing the General Convention of 1952. Facilities of Church and Parish House, includ-
ing a delicious breakfast and luncheon, were given us for our National Conference, 
and delightful hospitality in private homes extended for our stay in Boston. 

Conference Day, September 12, began with a Corporate Communion and prayers 
for members of the Order, living and departed. Bishop Conkling of Chicago, Chair-
man of the Advisory Commission on Deaconesses, was Celebrant, assisted by the 
Rev. Junius J. Martin, rector. 

During breakfast, Bishop Conkling summarized briefly the work of the Advisory 
Commission during the past triennium. The main objective of the Commission is and 
has been to establish a center where the specialized type of training necessary for 
Deaconess Candidates could be given. An offer of cooperation from Daniel Baker 

— 1- 



College, Brownwood, Texas, was accepted, and Deaconess Katharine Putnam, M.A. 
was placed in charge of a Department of Church Work Training, her salary being 
supplied from funds of the closed New York Training School. The approval of the 
House of Bishops was given to the plan to establish a Central House for Deacon-
esses at Evanston, Illinois, which would give a graduate training and would be 
a headquarters for the Order, and a place for devotional refreshment. Some funds 
have already been raised for this, and the National Church has voted the sum of 
$7,500 per year for maintenance. It has been hoped that we might obtain a sizeable 
gift toward the purchase of a suitable house. (Later developments as to Daniel Baker 
College are recorded on page 9 of this issue. 

The meeting of the National Conference of Deaconesses was called to order at 
9:30, Deaconess Hilda Dieterly, Chairman of the Executive Committee, presiding. 
The meeting was opened with prayer by the Chainnan. Minutes of the last triennial 
meeting, 1949, having been published in The Deaconess and sent to all members, 
their reading was on motion of Deaconess Truesdell, omitted. Reports of officers 
and committees were read as called for, and are published in this issue. Final action 
was taken upon two amendments to By-Laws, proposed and favorably acted upon by 
the National Conference of 1949 at San Francisco. 

The report of the Executive Secretary, the second item on the Agenda, furnished 
material for conference and discussion through much of the day, most time being 
given to questions 1 and 2 of this Report, but other topics being discussed later. 

At 4 p.m. the National Conference recessed, to reassemble as the 25th Annual 
Meeting of the Corporation of the Retiring Fund for Deaconesses. The holding of 
this meeting at this time and outside of New York City, had been carefully prepared 
for by legal procedure providing for a temporary amendment to the By-Laws, sub-
mitted to every deaconess for her vote by mail. The Report of the Secretary (else-
where presented) read by Deaconess West and accepted with thanks, was followed 
by the election of Directors of the Retiring Fund. Mrs. Clinton P. Ladd, Chairman 
of the Laywomen's Committee of the Retiring Fund for Deaconesses gave a stimulat-
ing account of her work of interesting lay-women in the promotion of the Retiring 
Fund. Appreciation and thankfulness were expressed for the two grants made by the 
United Thank-Offering - $5000 in 1951, and from the United Thank-Offering of 1952, 
the gift of $50,000 - the largest contribution ever received for the Capital Fund. 

After the meeting of the Retiring Fund, the deaconesses again became the Na-
tional Conference, and continued with various items of business through dinner 
served in the private dining-room of a near-by restaurant (arrangements made by the 
Deaconess Committee on Hospitality, Deaconess Robinson, Chairman) and also on 
our return to All Saints' Parish House. 

Messages of thanks were voted to our host-parish, to Bishop Conkling, and to 
the many friends who had contributed time, money and service to our projects. A 
message was also sent to the deaconesses of the English Central House at Hindhead, 
on the 25th Anniversary of the House. 

The final item of business was the report of elections to the Executive Commit-
tee: Votes cast, 67; declared elected, Margaret Bechtol, Edith Booth, Jane Gillespy, 
Lydia Ramsay. Vote of thanks to retiring officers; adjournment. During the evening 
Deaconess Johnson told of her visit to the English Deaconess House, and there was 
a showing by Deaconess Truesdell of the slides "The Deaconess Story." 

Thirty Deaconesses from 23 Dioceses and Districts were present: 
Robinson 	- Western Michigan 	Johnson, Ramsay 	- New York 
Hill 	 - South Dakota 	 C. Brown, McNulty, West- New York 
Reynolds 	- Nevada 	 Byllesby (Pittsburgh) 	- Florida 
Swin bum e 	- Hawaii 	 Dieterly 	 - Harrisburg 
Riebe (China) - North Dakota 	 Dawson 	 - Philippines 
Bradley, Parsons - Chicago 	 Booth, Brereton 	- S.W. Virginia 
Phelps, Saunders - California 	 Putnam 	 - Dallas 
Seymour 	- Salina 	 Searle 	 - Southern Ohio 
Betz 	- Long Island 	 Gillespy 	 - Rhode Island 
Coe, Lovell - W. Massachusetts 	Truesdell 	 - Quincy 
King 	- South Dakota 	 M. Brown 	 - Arizona 
G. Smith (New Mexico) - S. Florida 
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Deaconess Pennock of Massachusetts was registered, but was unable to be 
present for the meetings on September 12. 

Mary P. Truesdell 

REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
OF THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

The Executive Committee of the National Conference of Deaconesses has been 
very active during the past Triennium. 

Seven meetings were held, four in 1950, which included two in Chicago, one in 
Salina, Kansas, and one in Racine, Wisconsin. In 1951 we held a meeting in Evan-
ston, Illinois, and one in Washington, D.C. There was one meeting in Chicago in 
1952. These meetings were all well attended, several deaconesses travelling long 
distances for each meeting. 

At the meeting of the National Conference in San Francisco, it was suggested 
that we try out the idea of an Annual Conference, to be held in different parts of the 
country. We met in Racine, Wisconsin, in October, 1950 and in Washington, D.C. in 
September, 1951. No legislation is effected at these meetings. 

We feel that they have been most successful and the attendance has been good. 
The Conference has been preceded by a Quiet Day or short Retreat and there was 
time for fellowship and a social time. Faces new to some of us appeared each time, 
and we were happy to become better acquainted. 

At the Racine meeting it was proposed that we have a Pence can for the Deacon-
esses. This met with favorable response. Deaconess Taylor made the plans and put 
out the fliers and information. We are very grateful to her for her artistic work. We 
feel this has been very much worthwhile. At this meeting Deaconess Betz suggested 
that an opportunity be given all deaconesses to vote on important matters. Relatively 
few can attend the National Conferences and many consequently have no vote. She 
suggested that the Constitution be changed and the matter brought before National 
Conference in 1952. It was so voted. 

Deaconess Truesdell arranged for the showing of the slides, "The Deaconess 
Story." 

All deaconesses present were asked to make notes in detail and then to write 
personal letters to those who were absent, reporting to them and asking their cooper-
ation in these matters. The list of deaconesses was read and all took a number of 
names. It is hoped that every deaconess received a letter. Seventeen deaconesses 
attended at least part of the Conference and we were much encouraged. 

The second Annual Conference was held in Washington in September, 1951, with 
eighteen members present for part of the time. This was held at the College of Prea-
chers and we felt honored to be guests in this beautiful place. The Conference was 
preceded by a Quiet Day and there was time for sociability afterward. Dr. Jesse 
Trotter and Mrs. H. C. Kelleran brought us up to date on the Religious Education 
Program of Dr. Heuss. The slides of "The Deaconess Story" were shown. One 
afternoon we enjoyed a wonderful tea at Episcopal Hospital, the guests of Deaconess 
Bechtol. 

In 1950 we were very much encouraged by a proposal from m Daniel Baker College 
in Brownwood, Texas. The Executive Secretary conferred with the authorities of the 
College. The Advisory Commission worked on the matter and the New York Training 
School for Deaconesses gave full cooperation. In the fall of 1951 the Department of 
Church Work Training for Deaconesses and Church Workers was opened. Now, one 
year has been completed. This fall there are four students, two of whom are pros-
pective Deaconess Candidates. Deaconess Putnam is in charge of this Department. 

Deaconess Hall sent us a most interesting report of a Deaconess Conference held 
at the time of the Synod meeting in San Antonio in 1951. In April of 1951 there was 
held in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, a Retreat and Conference for the deaconesses 
of the Third Province. Thirteen deaconesses enjoyed the hospitality of Trinity 
Church. This was a three day Conference. Deaconess Ranson works in this Parish. 

The Executive Committee was instructed by the last National Conference 
1. To determine ways and means of making perman ent the office of Executive Secre- 

tary. 
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2. To look into the matter of training, the establishment of a Central House and the 
setting up of a permanent Deaconess Center. 

As to the first instruction, we have been most fortunate in the services of Dea-
coness Ruth Johnson who has given unstintingly of her time and strength. She has 
done this without salary from the Order of Deaconesses. Words cannot express our 
thanks to her. The Committee on Budget and Promotion will require much further 
work on the subject of supporting the office of Executive Secretary. 

The second instruction regards the setting up of a working Deaconess Center and 
Central House. This has been turned over to the Advisory Commission under the 
Chairmanship of Bishop Conkling. We hope to have a report on this subject. (p. 9 ) 

There was a recommendation from the National Conference in 1949 that we de-
velop a closer fellowship with one another through at-one-ness with God. This re-
sulted in the appointment of a Devotional Committee. This Committee worked for 
some time but was discharged in 1950, work to be discontinued for the present. A 
prayer was prepared and mailed to each deaconess. 

Words cannot express my thanks and appreciation to all the members of the 
Executive Committee and to the Executive Secretary. They have given uncounted 
hours to the work of the Committee and travelled hundreds of miles to be present at 
meetings. It would have been impossible for the Chairman to have continued her 
duties without their loyal cooperation. And my sincere thanks to all the deaconesses 
who have answered our letters and appeals and assisted us by their prayers. 

May God grant us continued years of service in His Name. 
Respectfully submitted, 

HILDA L. DIETERLY 

FINANCES 

Report of the Acting Treasurer, Deaconess Evelyn Seymour 
1. October 15, 1949 to August 16, 1952. (Reported to Nat'l Conference, Sept. 12). 
General Account 

Balance on Hand, Oct. 15, 1949 	 8 170.25 
Receipts, 1949 to Aug. 16, 1952: 

Total Receipts 

Disbursements 

Dues 8370.00 
Gifts 24.16 
Refunds 5.85 
Interest 1.42 402.33  

$572.58 

267.19 

305.39 

329.00 
50.00 

379.00 

314.00 

Meetings 56.55 
The Deaconess printing 117.11 
Postage 50.77 
Miscellaneous 33.12 
Bank Chg., 1 950 9.64 

Cash and Bank Balance, Aug. 16, 
1952 

Emergency Fund 
Balance on Hand, Sept. 23, 19 49 
Receipts, Jan., 1950 

Disbursements 

Balance, Aug., 16, 1952 65.00 

2. 	Supplementary Report, Jan., 1, 1953 
Gen'l Account 
Dues received, Aug. 16, 1952 to Jan. 1, 1953: 43.00 
Reported as of Aug. 16, 195 2 305.39 
Total, Jan., 1, 1953 $348.39 

Emergency Fund 
Previously reported 65.00 
Triennial Offering (Boston & later) 370.75 435.75 

N. B. 
Retiring Fund, Triennial Offering 313.27 
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II. Report is from Executive Secretary, Deaconess Ruth Johnson 
1. Budget and Promotion, 1949 to 1952 

1950 38 deaconesses contributed 	 807.00 
1951 35 deaconesses contributed 	 784.00 
1952 25 deaconesses contributed 	 676.00 

2267.00 
N. B. 

19 deaconesses contributed once 
15 deaconesses contributed twice 
17 deaconesses contributed all three years 

2. Balance reported to National Conference, Sept. 12, 1952 
Sept. 1, 195 2 Gen'l Fund Bal. (i.e. funds contributed for maintenance of 
Training School, 1944-45) 	 $2165.74 
Deaconess Fund, Budget &Promotion 	 9 13.71 
Dahlgren Fund (Savings Acct.) 	 2111.64 
Savings Bond, redemptive value 	 20.87 	521196 

III. Pence Cans Report, Deaconess Anna L. Ranson 
July, 1951 100.00 
October, 195 1 120.52 

Gift, Trinity Parish, Chambersburg 28.00 
April, 1952 120.00 
Sept., 1952 77.45 
Total 445.77 

N. B. 
Next offering, Feast of the Annunciation, 1953 

Notes 
1. The By-Laws provide for a Secretary-Treasurer as one officer. For reasons of 
convenience and expediency the actual work of these offices was divided for the latter 
part of the last triennium, Deaconess Evelyn Seymour acting as Treasurer. This 
arrangement will be continued into the new triennium. 
2. By-Laws paragraph 4 as amended by proposal at the Triennial Conferences of 
1949 (San Francisco) and final vote at the Triennial Conference, 1952. Dues shall 
be one dollar per year payable annually. 
3. Notices of dues payable shall be sent out in January; after each "triennial con-
ference" a statement as to her account in regard to dues shall be sent to each 
deaconess. No receipt for payment of regular dues need by sent except by individual 
request. 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY FOR THE TRIENNIUM, 19494952 

For the meeting of the National Conference at All Saints Church, Brookline, 
Massachusetts, on Friday, September 12, 1952. 
This "report" will not follow the more or less set form usually written. For the 

Executive Committee the Chairman has reported on the doings of the part Triennium. 
I propose that you join me in looking forward. I propose that we get down to funda-
mentals as we 'take counsel together concerning matters pertaining to the spiritual 
and practical welfare of the Order" which, according to the By-Laws, Art. 2, is the 
purpose of this National Conference. 

From a number of listening-posts, I gather that the Order is being discussed pro 
and con in many circles. Our appeal for the Central House has raised a number of 
questions and our friends are troubled because they are at a loss how to answer them 
adequately. Deaconesses are too, I might add. I propose, therefore, to list some of 
these, not because you have not heard them, but because I am hopeful that the 
seriousness of the situation may be faced squarely and that a meeting of minds today 
may arrive at constructive conclusions. 

1. The first is the oft repeated, "Why be a Deaconess? There is nothing the 
Deaconess does that the trained worker cannot do." You and I know that what the 
Deaconess IS is of greater importance than what the Deaconess does. Having said 
that, one should be prepared to continue by explaining what is meant by "what a 
Deaconess IS." 

Two Deaconesses, devoted in their service and in their loyalty to the Order,  
were recently confronted with that statement by two young women who had been urged 
by their Rectors to investigate the Deaconess Order. Each of these two Deaconesses 
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wrote me in consternation and dismay in effect, "I did not know what to say!" "I 
could not formulate a convincing statement!" 

It is because this intangible is difficult to put into words that I feel we should 
devote some time to a discussion of it. New avenues of thought can be opened to us. 
The expression "Each Deaconess is a member of the Promotion Committee" can have 
no significant value unless each Deaconess has a positive and convincing answer to 
the recurring and insistent "There is nothing that the Deaconess does that the trained 
worker cannot do." 

The work I have been privileged to do in the Order has made me acutely con-
scious of the problems involved in recruitment. I feel that it is imperative that we 
clear our individual thinking and that the consensus be put into printed form for dis-
tribution where it will do the most good. This "there is nothing that the Deaconess 
does that the trained worker cannot do" is at or very near the core of the recruiting 
problem. Facing it will take individual probing and may take courage. Facing it here 
and now can be a firm step forward. I have no intention of opening a discussion at 
this point but, for one silent moment, think what convincing answer You would give. 

Facing this statement is frankly your responsibility. Turning it over to the 
Executive Committee for the Executive Committee to dispose of is, whether you like 
my saying so or not, evading the issue. 

2. Another statement, more frequendy heard in the form of a question, usually 
comes from the Clergy: "Why not go the 'whole way'?" Have you a satisfying reply? 

3. I recommend next that you discuss or indicate in some way your reaction to 
the following. This is a matter that was brought up at the last meeting of the Ex-
ecutive Committee and referred to the Executive Committee to be newly organized 
after this meeting. It would facilitate the Executive Committee's disposition of it 
were the members to know your interest or lack of interest, your instructions, if any. 

RESOLUTION formulated at the meeting of the Chapter of the Deaconesses of 
Province II on October 15, 1951: 

There is need for terms to be defined and certain questions (below) to 
be answered for the Church by some well-known theologian (or theologians) 
and/or canonist. Therefore, be it resolved that the Executive Secretary 
present this need together with the notes on it to the Executive Committee 
with the request that they petition the Advisory Commission to have such a 
study made. 
(N. B. Questions and notes are attached) 
4. The next items I suggest for your consideration are more immediate and 

practical. The first concerns the office of Executive Secretary: What responsibilities 
are to be placed in this office? Details can properly be left to the Executive Com-
mittee. However I should remind you that the office is not part of our constitutional 
setup. It is filled by Executive Committee appointment. Since the Executive Com-
mittee is the body to act for and to carry out the instructions of the National Confer 
ence, it would not be amiss for you to discuss pro and con the continuation of the 
office. 

In order that your thinking may be centered on the office rather than on the person 
to hold that office, let me preface my comments with the statement that my own in-
cumbency ends with this meeting. So, with the office vacant, or about to be before 
the day is over, please consider the following: Shall the office of Executive Secre-
tary be continued? If the consensus is "No", action should be taken on the dis-
position of the Deaconess Fund for Budget and Promotion set up to carry the ex-
penses and business of that office. If the consensus is "Yes", I recommend a floor 
discussion, — 

1) to review the purpose, activities, accomplishments and value of the office to 
date; and, 

2) to try to determine how the Order can best use this office to promote its 
welfare and its future, —in short, what shall be the duties of the Executive Secretary? 

5. If the office of Executive Secretary is to be continued, the National Confer 
ence should consider means of financing it, i.e. the continued appeal for funds each 
year for the Deaconess Fund for Budget and Promotion. 

b. 1 want to question the present form of the ballot which has been in use for 
a long time. Voting by ballot is done in the interest of free expression under the 
cloak of anonymity. There are various schemes by vhich ballots received by mail are 
checked against an official list without divulging the secret ballot and yet preserving 
its anonymity. 

Later today a Resolution will be presented in regard to an amendment to the By- 
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Laws which will involve voting by mail. I recommend therefore that you express 
opinions on this for the future guidance of the Executive Committee. 

7. Your opinion on this: Shall Deaconess Candidates be invited to attend our 
conferences, annual and triennial? 

8. I have been asked to include in this report the topic, THE DEACONESS, — 
our official news sheet or whatever it is supposed to be. Since a report by the Editor 
of THE DEACONESS will be presented later on, I shall do no more than to comply 
with the request to mention the topic. 

I close as I began by referring to the By-Laws. I am hopeful that this National 
Conference will ". . . take counsel together concerning matters pertaining to the 
the spiritual and practical welfare of the Order" (Art. 2, PURPOSE) and that your 
deliberations may result in specific instructions to your Executive Committee whose 
duties "shall be . . . to carry out its (National Conference) instructions and to act 
as a channel of communication." (Art. 7, DUTIES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE). 

Respectfully submitted, 
RUTH JOHNSON 
Executive Secretary 

Notes: Discussion, general and rather full, centered on question I and 2, with em-
phasis on "character" in the theological sense: not what the deaconess does but 
what the deaconess is; the offering of a life, and the acceptance of that life by the 
Church; "Grace in Orders." Implied at least is a question as to definition of ."the 
whole way." 

In connection with this discussion Deaconess Marian Brown, having asked for 
the floor, spoke with deep feeling of opportunities, often neglected, to emphasize 
Vocation to the deaconess — order among those with whom we come in contact, 
beginning with the very young. She contrasted our attitude with that of the Roman 
Church, in which even among children vocation is constantly suggested and looked 
for. 

It was the feeling of the meeting (if not in the technical use the "sense of the 
meeting") that some answer to these questions should be formulated and that this 
reply be printed for wide distribution. Deaconess Johnson suggested the need for 
two pieces of information (1) The two-page folder containing general information and 
for general distribution among Church people; (2) A clear, concise statement especi-
ally for the use of deaconesses, formulating answers to questions 1 and 2. 

Referred to the Executive Committee as a definite task to be undertaken on be-
half of the National Conference. 
Question 3. The above discussion was felt to lead toward action less formal and 
academic than that proposed by the Resolution of the Deaconesses of Province II, 
quoted in this Report; and there was no official action on that Resolution. 
Questions 4 and 5, regarding the office of Executive Secretary. There was complete 
agreement that the office of Executive Secretary must be continued, even if changing 
conditions should change the character and details of her work in ways that cannot 
now be determined. There was also complete and enthusiastic agreement that the 
present Executive Secretary should continue in office. 
Question 6. Form of Ballot: After discussion of the unusual requirement in our 
National Conference that ballots (for members of the Executive Committee) should 
be signed, and suggestions as to various methods followed by other organizations to 
insure "secret ballot" and at the same time check our voting-list, it was left to the 
next Nominating Committee to arrange a form or method which should meet these two 
requirements. 

Note: The By-Law referred to as coming up for discussion (Subject: Voting by 
Mail) originally suggested to the Conference of September 13, 195 1 in Washington, 
D. C. was not definitely formulated for this Triennial Conference, and was therefore 
not acted upon. 
Question 7. Deaconess Candidates to be invited to meetings of National Conference. 

Negative Vote. It was, however, felt that there might be special meetings of the 
Conference, or group-meetings of deaconesses to which candidates might be invited. 
Question 8. "The Deaconess". Discussion of this topic, precipitated rather early 
in the Conference, had involved questions of expense in relation to frequency of 
publication, form, printing, editorship, etc. Final decision: At least one issue in 
triennium should be printed, following the National Conference meeting: to present 
and preserve the reports of the Conference, etc-, in form adapted to Permanent fili ng, 
and also to distribution to ecclesiastical authorities and organizations as well as 
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among the deaconesses. Decision as to other issues during the triennium rests with 
the Executive Committee, who shall also elect or appoint the editor. 

Note: Notices of particular importance to the Order (deaths, serious illnesses, 
acceptance of new candidates, etc.) have since September, 1951, been sent by post-
card to all deaconesses immediately upon receipt of such news. 

Please send oil such items promptly to Deaconess Booth, Secretary 
During the past year Deaconess Seymour has given "emergency relief" by send-

ing out these notices. She has also, as we all know, given much voluntary secre-
tarial assistance, notably in preparing the revised Anniversary list. All of this is 
greatly appreciated. 

PUBLICITY AND PROMOTION 

Publicity; Deaconess Truesdell: The Publicity Committee prepared the text 
and colored slides entitled, "The Deaconess Story" and has promoted their 
loan use. A revised picture leaflet, a booklet on Vocation, and a larger book-
let, "The Deaconess Office and Ministry" has been printed, the last being 
just off the press for General Convention. 

Promotion; Deaconess Ramsay: The New York Training School for Deaconesses 
shared with the National Conference of Deaconesses the exhibit booth in 
Horticulture Hall, Deaconess Ramsay and Deaconess Johnson being re-
sponsible for the arrangement of exhibits. Largely through the capable work 
of Mr. Ted Gannaway of New York, we had an effective exhibit. Three 
large lighted transparencies showed Deaconesses; In Educational work, 
Among the Indians, In Town and Country. An automatic slide projector 
flashing a selection of slides, and three books of large photographs made an 
interesting visual appeal. A Visitors' register recorded old and new friends 
and much literature was given out, many questions answered. — Also near-by 
booths, not of the National Conference, showed Deaconesses at work for 
their own special fields — a valuable unofficial supplement to "Publicity 
and Promotion": Deaconesses Edith Booth and Amelia Brereton selling the 
handwork of Southwestern Virginia missions, and Deaconess Marian Brown 
in the Navajo Indian Booth. 

"Promotion must go on simply and regularly as soon as we know the 
future plans." 

THE RETIRING FUND FOR DEACONESSES 

The meeting of the Corporation of The Retiring Fund held in Brookline, Massa-
chusetts, on September 12, 1952, was the Twenty-fifth Annual Meeting and the only 
one held outside of New York. Thirty deaconesses were present. 

The review of the first twenty-five years given by the secretary brings out some 
interesting statistics. Twenty-seven deaconesses have been Directors , eight of 
whom became Presidents. There have been only three treasurers, Deaconess Edith 
C. Smith, General Edmund Beckwith, and Joseph P. Smyth, Jr., Esq. One secretary 
has served the entire time, Deaconess Mary C. West. There were two Field Secre-
taries, Deaconess Chappell and Deaconess Phelps. The Laywoman' s  Committee has had 
three chairmen, Mrs. Florentine Goodrich, Mrs. Goodrich Fenner, and Mrs. Clifford 
P. L add. 

The number in the Corporation, which includes every deaconess, has dropped 
from 222 to 125. The Fund has had thirty beneficiaries, some of them getting only 
temporary assistance. Thirteen have died. Allowances which began at $180 a year 
have been gradually increased and now range from $300 per year to $1200 per yeas 
The total paid to beneficiaries in the past year was $7,815. 

Capital and income have steadily increased. Starting with $.25, the Treasurer 
reports the capital on July 31, 1952, as $202,000.00. This is made up of one piece 
of real estate and the rest in securities. There have been hundreds of contributions, 
large and small, and many bequests. Memorials are recorded in The Memorial Book. 
During the past year contributions amounted to $9,152 and bequests to $1,108, a total 
of $10,260. A gift of $5,000 given from the United Thank Offering has been followed 
in October, 1952, by a gift of $50,000, also from the United Thank Offering. 
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The Directors elected in September, 1952, for the coming year are: 
President 	 Deaconess Hilda Dieterly 
Vice-President 	 Deaconess Gertrude Stewart 

Deaconess Amelia Brereton 
Deaconess Elizabeth G. Newbold 
Deaconess Ruth M. Parsons 
Deaconess Lydia A. Ramsay 
Deaconess Ruby H. Thomson 

Secretary Deaconess Mary C. West, ex officio 
Treasurer Mr. Joseph P. Smyth, Jr. 
Chairman Laywoman's Committee, Mrs. Clifford P. Ladd 

Mary C. West 
Secretary, ex officio. 

N.B. The offering for the Retiring Fund, Triennial Conference, was $313.27 

THE ADVISORY COMMISSION (GENERAL CONVENTION) ON DEACONESSES 

Special Meeting, House of Bishops, January 9, 1951,    Church of St. Clement, 
El Paso, Texas. 

Report of the Advisory Commission presented by Bishop Conkling of Chicago, 
included the plan to establish a House at Daniel Baker College, Brownwood, Texas, 
with a field worker provided by grant of the New York Training School for Deacon-
esses, and to secure candidates; and also a plan to establish a Central House for 
post-college training, with a plan to raise $50,000. 

Resolution adopted on motion of the Bishop of Chicago: The House receives 
the Report and gives approval and blessing to the plan presented. (pp. 56, 57, 
Journal etc. of General Convention, 1953.) 

General Convention, Boston, Mass., 1952. 
Report presented to House of Bishops on second day of Convention, September 

9, 1952 by the Bishop of Chicago on whose motion the following resolution was 
adopted; 

Resolved: The house records its approval and support of the plan of the Ad-
visory Commission to establish a Central House for Deaconesses and commends its 
support. (p. 24, Journal) 

The report of financial problems, property available for purchase, etc., (p. 335 Jour-
nal) asked that an item of $10,000 a year for the maintenance of such a House be 
included in the Budget for the next triennium. The Committee on Budget and Pro-
gram included, in the program adopted, the sum of $7,500 per year for the three years 
of this triennium for the maintenance of the Central House. 

CLOSING OF DANIEL BAKER COLLEGE 

on February 1, 1953 (Living Church, January 25, 1953 — p. 6.) 

"A release from the College says: 'Increasing difficulty in meeting the pay-rolls 
of the faculty convinced the Board that the college could no longer operate without 
injustice to creditors, faculty and students.' " 

This closing is necessarily disturbing to plans and hopes for successful devel-
opment of the Church Work Department and Deaconess Training that has been begun 
at Daniel Baker under Deaconess Katharine Putnam; but the change has not been 
made without warning; and some plan will be put into effect for the carrying on of 
such training. 

NECROLOGY 

Between the Triennial Conference of September, 1949 and that of September, 
1952, twenty deaconesses have ended their life of service here; and since the Tri-
ennial Conference in Boston, another name has been added to this list. Deaconess 
Muriel Thayer, November 5, 1952. Of the complete list, twenty-one names, which 
follows, the first four, having died before the 195 0 issue of The Deaconess have 
already been listed in that publication. 
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Since Triennial Conference of September, 1949, 

Zulma Bispham 
Kate Sibley Shaw 
Theodora Beard 
A. Grace Cox 
Harriet C. Hyde 
Helen P. Lane 
Mary Tileston 
Katrina L. Patterson 
Margaret S. Peet 
Mary T. Patterson 
Julia E. Stephenson 
Rachel 0. Hemphill 
Anne Kathleen Thompson 
Julia A. Clark 
Mary S. Johnson 
Agnes A. Howell 
Emily Morse Elwyn 
Amy G. Thompson 
Helen Withers 
Margaret Peppers 
Muriel A. Thayer 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Bequest of Deaconess Muriel Thayer 
(condensed from "Episcopal Church News", January 4, 1953) 

Deaconess Thayer died November 5, 1952 after a short illness. She left her 
eyes to Stanford University Hospital Eye Clinic. Vhthin twenty-four hours a sixty-
two year old man, totally blind for thirty years, brought by plane from Arizona, was 
on the operating table at Stanford. The sight of the operated eye was restored. The 
man has been a Counsellor to the Blind in Arizona. A 45 year old longshoreman, 
who had lost the sight of one eye, had that restored also. It was after helping a 
patient to undergo a corneal transplant operation that Deaconess Thayer — and 
her sister also — decided that upon their deaths their eyes should go to Stanford. 

Muriel Thayer, Deaconess, Born in San Francisco in 1890; graduated from St. 
Margaret's House, Berkeley, in 1919; worked in Good Samaritan Mission, San Fran-
cisco for two years; at Sc. John's in the Wilderness, Allakaket, Alaska for three 
years; returned in 1924 for Mission work in California. She was buried from All 
Souls' Church, Berkeley, California, November 7. Deaconesses Saunders, Drake and 
Dawson attended the funeral. 

UNITED NATIONS. 

From Deaconess Charlotte Boyd. 

"Could deaconesses become interested in the United Nations?" 
Specific suggestion: Visit the Meditation Room in the U.N. Building for 
prayer for the United Nations. 

(1) New York deaconesses regularly once a month (or oftener) 
(2) Visiting deaconesses — when in New York. 
(3) Other deaconesses remember the U.N. regularly in their prayers. 

A possible "fellowship of prayer" for this? If interested, write to Deacon-
ess Charlotte Boyd, 122 East 82nd Street, New York. 

"The Quality of Mercy" is the caption given by the Washington Post of Febru-
ary 1 to a more than half-page picture of Deaconess Hilda Dieterly smiling at a very 
young and temporarily unhappy baby at the House of Mercy, Washington, D.C. Dea-
coness Dieterly is Lo be installed on February 10 as head of this Home for un-
married mothers and their babies. 

Excerpt from letter received from Deaconess Mayer in October, (1952) 

"You have no idea how grateful I am for the many Letters and cards I received 
from many of the deaconesses while I was in the hospital. I am certainly hoping to 
answer some of them personally, but am afraid that I will not be able to acknowledge 
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each one. Will you put a little note of appreciation in the next publication of the 
Deaconess? I know that the Grace of God, the prayers of my many friends and the 
excellent care' I received from the doctors and at the hospital have brought me again 
on the road of health, and I am deeply thankful. I will not return to St. John's until 
the first of the year, than I trust I will be able to resume my regular duties. The in-
fection I had, had results similar to polio, so have had to learn to walk again but 
there is daily improvement and now I can walk quite a distance." 

Home Address, 1904 Delaware Avenue, Jasper, Alabama 
Working Address, 216 Perry St., Montgomery 5, Alabama 

COLLECT FOR THE ANNIVERSARY OF A DEACONESS 

(Written by the Rev. H. R. Bennett, D.D. with whom Deaconess Ward worked 
in Christ Church, Williamsport, Pa.) 

0 Lord, Whose Apostles of old chose holy women to minister in the office of Deacon-
ess, We thank Thee for the service in Thy Church of all women, especially Deacon-
ess , the anniversary of whose setting apart we now commem-
orate; and we pray Thee that Thou wilt continue Thy blessing upon her ministry, so 
that she may win with Thy servants everywhere the joy of work well done: Who art 
with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 

A Letter from Mary Frances Ward, St. Luke's Hospital, Phoenix, Arizona. 

Deaconess Ward Conducts the Arizona Church School by mail — 90 pupils, 50 
families in isolated areas. She carries on a "business" of a "gift shop" nature, 
from her hospital bed, the proceeds going to the hospital, as payment or as gift. 

Dear Deaconess: 
Arizona is a great land of sunshine and there is warmth of friendships 

here too; and here I have found the loveliness of going apart and being with 
Christ. To you I say, I was utterly stripped of everything like home, family, 
financial security, strength to work and, yes, even to care for myself. This 
all had to be provided by others! ft had to be this way or I would have 
clung to my sense of pride and self-sufficiency. God's way was best. Here 
in this once strange land I found sweet companionship with Christ and when 
I was tempted to despair there was His arm underneath supporting me. Al-
ways His strength remained for my need was great. 

Last week the physical therapist was heard to say that never in her 
seventeen years of experience had she seen a person so completely weak-
ened with arthritis, almost helpless; yet she feels truly that strength is 
returning, muscle-power is being built up, and — yes, she said it — with 
all her heart she feels I will walk again. 

God grant, dear sister-Deaconesses, that this may be so. 

Deaconess Ward writes of her closeness to us all in this past year with letters 
from deaconesses far and near, and visits also — not only from our own number 
(Deaconesses Ruth Johnson, Carter, Edith Adams, Marian Brown, Boo; Allen), also 
a deaconess from the United Lutheran Church, a Methodist Deaconess, recently one 
from the Congregational (lurch. — On All Saint's Day, her Anniversary, several 
hospital friends came to her room at 7: 30 for a beautiful service of Holy Communion. 

"Publicity." The Executive Committee asks that all deaconesses will habitu-
ally carry with them some leaflet or brief statement about the Deaconess Order which 
may be given to anyone who inquires about the Order, supplementing or reinforcing 
any oral answers to questions. 

Deaconesses are also asked always to make some mention of the Order when 
they give reports of their own work, and to have literature on hand at any Church 
meeting they may address or attend. For such literature please write either to 
Deaconess Booth (Secy.) or Deaconess Seymour, well in advance of the meeting, 
giving the date of the gathering, and the number of copies desired. 

Photographs of the Deaconess Conference in Brookline, Sept. 12, taken on 
Deaconess Parson's camera, and enlarged to 5" X 7", may be obtained from Deacon-
ness Truesdell, 126 W. 14th Street, Davenport, Iowa. The camera of the commercial 
photographer was out of order. The photographs are offered free, with the under-
standing that a contribution will be made to the Budget and Promotion Fund instead 
of payment. The commercial charge would be about fifty cents per photograph. 



"Composition Cuffs" have been asked for. Deaconess Truesdell supplies the 
firm name: Parsons and Parson, 4 13-415 Huron Road, Cleveland 15, Ohio. She al-
so suggests that these cuffs are inflammable and should not be worn near a flame. 

DEACONESSES THERE AND HERE 

Please, note that if a deaconess has changed her field of work, her address 
should be changed in our general directory. 

Mabel Adams, The Leamy, Roumfort Avenue, Philadelphia 19, Pa. 
"My 'doings' are practically nil but I am as much interested as ever in every-
thing concerning our 'Order'. May God bless every effort made for the training 
of women in the Church." 

Anna Rebecca Armstrong, St. Clare's House, Upper Red Hook, N.Y., We are the 
only house given (by will) to the Order and used for a rest and Retreat house 
as well as a "home". Our House Chapel is a great comfort and help. There 
the Blessed Sacrament is reserved and there daily Offices are said. 

Evelyn Ashcroft (Philippines) who substituted for the Sisters of St. Mary while they 
were absent on furlough has been assigned by Bishop Binsted to the Mission of 
St. Michael and All Angels in Tadian, Kayan, Mt. Province. Her full report of a 
Retreat for Women at Sagada, September 30 — October 3 makes our oneness in 
faith and in worship seem very true. 

Margaret Boos St. Anne's Mission, El Paso, Texas — wrote in August of being in 
the new Church (completely air-conditioned) and ready to begin work in early 
September, with week-day Religious Education, from Grade 1 through 6, kinder-
garten classes, clubs for boys and girls. The program may have had "to be re-
vised somewhat, as the week-day instruction means much taxi work gathering 
children from five different schools and returning them to their homes." Celia 
Brown joined her at St. Anne's as a worker, on February 1. 

Agnes  Bradl ey, Evanston, Illinois, Director of Religious Education, St. Mark's. 
Recently served as Registrar for the School of Religion of the Council of 
Churches (Evanston). 

Mary L. Dawson (Philippines) was due to return to her station in Upi, Mindanao, in 
January. 

Heath Dudley, Mt. Sinai, L.I., N.Y. — As a tertiary of the Order of St. Francis it 
has been a joy to serve for the past year as acting Guest Mistress in the new 
Guest House of the Poor Clare's. 

Dorothy Duffle, Glendale, W. Va., Her chief work is in the small parish at Mounds-
ville, W. Va.; but she lives in the near-by hospital where she does some work 
among the patients and helps the Rector with the weekly services for the School 
Practical Nurses — "The only such school in W. Va." 

Harriet English and Grace Smith, living in Winter Park, Florida, keep up their active 
interest in missionary work. They have had with them this winter an old friend, 
Mrs. Keeley, formerly on the Board of the Woman's Auxiliary. 

Mary Sandys Hutton, Stanley, Va. "Well, happy, busy in the mission entrusted to 
me, and only wish I were twins". (This seems a modest wish when one reads 
the list of Christmas activities, including the distribution of 900 Christmas 
gifts.) 

Dellema King, still doing a valiant work with the Indians in South Dakota — and 
happy in it — was in Boston for the General Convention, and in Brookline for 
our National Conference there. 

Kate Mayer, for whose recovery from some mysterious crippling virus impression we 
prayed long, brought assurance and happiness to the friends to whom she sent 
her own Christmas Prayer, ending 

"His changeless love burned with a flame undimmed, 
In prayer and service, 

Through the many friends who made the travelling light, 
So at this Christmastide 

I raise my heart to Him in thanks 
For my dear friends." 

She was expecting to go back, at the New Year, to her work in Montgomery, Ala. 
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	McNulty, 2914 Broadway, New York — is a very active and happy resident 
of St. Luke's Home. She has been assisting in the (Sunday) Church School at 
the Cathedral, as Secretary and Treasurer, and gave a short course on Altv 
Guild work for students at Windham House. 

Anne Newman, St. Paul, Va., apparently gets a little time for letters when storms 
and bad roads interfere with projected work-trips, as for instance, "planning to 
go in the station-wagon to a Religious Education meeting in Norton. But it was 
snowing and so icy that we couldn't stay on the road, so we kept on for a mile, 
then came back to Grace House." — As correspondent for Province III she re-
ports that "Deaconess Adwen wrote a nice letter last year when she was 92. 
Said she was not able to travel but enjoyed getting letters". 

Ethel Percy — came to St. Clare's House in September "while chrysanthemums were 
still blooming in the garden, and helped eat the Concord grapes, a real treat 
after southern California." She keeps "contentedly busy with some housework, 
reading, writing and needlework," and goes to Red Hook with others of the 
household one afternoon a week when the Rector has the children in three 
groups on "released time". She does not mention a bad fall on the ice, and a 
broken shoulder as resulr, but she was away from the House for only a week and 
is reported as "very gallant about it." 

Bertha Radford, Lynchburg, Va. "Insufficient strength, for years, to join in Church 
activities — for more than two months unable to attend a Church service; but 
"in heart, soul and mind with you devotedly. May all God's richest, most 
abundant blessings be upon the Deaconess Order and accomplishment." 

Elsie Riebe, Listed Jamestown, N. D., but always of course essentially China, is 
heard of from different and distant parts of the country, making her missionary 
appeals, with contagious conviction. 

Evelyn Seymour, Salina, Kansas — St. Faith's House. Christian Social Relations 
Chairman for the District W. A.; Church School by Mail in the Districr, Study 
Chairman for local Woman's Auxiliary, with four study groups, and a leader-
ship training group; member of the Evening Group; member of choir, with help 
of junior girls, cares for the brasses in the Cathedral; was General Chairman 
(1952) of the Salina Christmas Service Bureau set up to channel Christmas 
giving; now on a committee of the Council of Social Agencies to investigate 
possibilities of a Social Service Exchange. 

Clara H. Simpson, St. Clare's House, "Just to let you know I am enjoying good 
health and a house full of deaconesses. We talk and laugh and weep and pray 
and love each other." 

Sarah Swinburne made a long journey to be present in Boston for the General Con-
vention, and was at our National Conference day in Brookline. She has re-
turned to her work in Honolulu. 

Eleanor P. Smith, Elgin, Illinois. Devotional Secretary of the Diocese, travelling 
about to address groups of Churchwomen. Conducting a School of Prayer for 
women at the Bishop McLaren Foundation, meeting one day a month, September 
1952 through April, 1953. 

Ethel Spencer, Victoria, Texas, badly crippled by arthritis, is able to bear long 
drives to Church meetings, and gives Quiet Days and Meditations through that 
Convocation of the Diocese of West Texas. This is a great joy to her. 

Helen Taylor. Assistant to the Rector, and Director of Christian Education, Church 
of our Saviour, Elmhurst, Ill. — her first parish work since her first assignment, 
in the Diocese of Chicago. Very happy, and "doing a fine piece of work". 

Maria P. Williams sends her change of address to 518 Washington Street, Lynchburg, 
Va. 

Retired? 
("Being retired does not mean being lazy!" Deaconess Stewart) 

Gertrude Stewart, The Leamy, Philadelphia, Various volunteer jobs; one day a week 
in Department for Incurables, Episcopal Hospital, Phil adelpha (tenth year); one 
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day a week in parish church — a service, then sewing for missions and hospit- 
als, and at times study-classes; several volunteer duties at The Leamy also. 

Margaret Binns, Nora, Va. "Technically retired". Bible classes in three schools, 
music lessons, Sunday School, Young People's work, arrangements for Church 
Services, etc. Sister Brooks of Church Army is working with Deaconess Binns. 

Anna L.. Ranson, Chambersburg, Pa., Christmas Tableaux, given beautifully by 38 
children of the Church School; now busy with Baptisms and 9 Confirmation 
Candidates, as a substitute for the Rector, who has been ordered to take a rest. 
A Church School project is the setting up of Box Gardens to illustrate Bible 
lessons — many of the "properties" ferreted out from "5 and 10 cent" stores. 

Anne Gilliland, Salina, Kansas, Leader of the Intercessory Group of the parish 
Woman's Auxiliary and Devotional Chairman. Has little reading parties for 
children at the local library "almost every day in the week"; goes to homes 
of sick children; her latest project, reading to some spastic children. 

Mary L.. Saunders, has just retired after 32 years on the Staff of St. Mark's, Berkeley, 
Calif. (Note: If the list of Deaconesses of the 8th Province which she sent to 
the Editor is typical of the 32 years' work, St. Mark's has suffered tremendous 
loss in her retirement!) 

GROUP GATHERINGS 

The Chicago Chapter of Deaconesses includes five on the City Missions Staff 
— Edna Sargent, Clara Orwig, Ruth Parsons, Dorothy Weaver, Grace Vhlson — besides 
the three in parish or Chicago Diocesan work, and also keeps as associate members 
Hilda Donsing and Dellema King, these last two, too distant to attend Chapter meet-
ings. The Chicago deaconesses have an annual Retreat in October at Racine. In 
November Bishop Conkling was the guest at a luncheon — meeting at Deaconess 
Bradley's house, Evanston, and talked of matters of interest and importance to the 
Order, including an account of General Convention, hopes and plans for a Central 
House, etc. 

"On Dec. 16th four deaconesses on the West Coast had a Devotional Day in 
San Francisco, Dss. Phelps of Carmel, pss. Drake of San Francisco, Dss. Saunders 
of Berkeley and Dss. Dawson (on furlough from Philippines). The Rev. Peter Farm-
er celebrated the Holy Communion and gave a beautiful meditation. A friend provided 
us with lunch at the Fairmont Hotel. In the afternoon we had ourselves as leaders of 
discussion and devotions in the Diocesan House. It was both happy and helpful." 

Mary E. S. Dawson, Deaconess 
St. Clare's House, Upper Red Hook, N.Y., now has five deaconesses on its list 

— A. Rebecca Armstrong, Alice Nutter, Ethel Percy, Clara Simpson, Anne Tucker. 
The New York Chapter held a supper — meeting as a farewell to Celia Brown, 

leaving New York on February 1 to join Margaret Booz at St. Anne's Mission, El 
Paso, Texas. The gathering was smaller than planned, because of the incidence of 
"flu", but just as the group were going out for supper they were joined by the 
deaconess—candidate, Pauline Watts, arriving from Washington. 

At Grace House, St. Paul, Va., 9 mission workers met for a week last summer, 
for a Red Cross class led by an instructor from Alexandria. Five of these were 
deaconesses: Margaret Binns, Edith Booth, Amelia Brereton and Anne Newman and 
Alice Mayer, resident workers. In five days, Monday through Friday, they completed 
30 hours of instruction and practice-teaching and all 9 have their certificates as 
instructors. Work, worship, fellowship combined. 

PROVINCIAL.  REPRESENTATIVES 

Province I, Deaconess Coe has asked to be relieved of this work and Deaconess 
Betz has consented to add it to 

Province II, Deaconess Dorothea Betz, 93-41 — 222nd Street, Queen's Village, N.Y. 
Province III, Deaconess Anne Newman, Grace House, St. Paul Rt. 1, Va. 

Province IV, Deaconess Bedell has been listed for this Province. 
Deaconesses English and Smith (Grace) though still, by request of Bishop 

Stoney, canonically connected with New Mexico and S. W. Texas, have sent a 
list of the deaconesses listed in Prov. IV (Most of them "retired"). 
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Provinces V and VI, Deaconess Edna Sargent, 212 S. Ashland Blvd., Chicago 7 

Province VII, Deaconess Gladys Hall, Brown son Home, Victoria, Texas 

Province VIII, Deaconess Booz having removed from Prov. VIII, Deaconess Mary L. 
Saunders, 2952 Regent Street, Berkeley 5, Calif. asked to send lists and news 
items,  responded promptly and most helpfully. 
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DECEMBER, 1954 

This edition of THE DEACONESS has been made possible only by the 
prompt and great help given by all who were asked to contribute. Because of 
expense and space much fine material had to be deleted, for which we ask 
your forgiveness. We hope the issue is worthy of the past files and that it will 
give to those who were not present a picture of what really happened and what 
was accomplished. To those who were present we hope that we have painted 
a true picture. 

Faithfully yours, in our Lord, 
Edna McNeil Dietz, Deaconess 

Editor 

IN MEMORIAM 

During this year three deaconesses have entered into eternal life: 

Helen Hill, January 5 
Katherine E. Wood, February 6 
Amelia Propper, November 20 

Rest Eternal grant unto them, 0 Lord, 

And let Light perpetual shine upon them. 



THE TEA, OCTOBER 26, 1954, 4 P.M. 
Our visit to The Central House began at a tea provided by the Deaconess-

in-charge, with Bishop and Mrs. Street and several clergy and friends as guests. 
It was a delightful occasion and gave us all an opportunity to renew old 
acquaintances as well as welcome the new deaconesses. For those of us, who 
were trained at St. Faith's House, it brought back many happy memories of 
our regular tea times there. 

—Agnes Bradley 

DEDICATION OF THE LIBRARY AND CHAPEL 
On Tuesday, October 26, 5:30 P. NI., in the warmth and joy of meeting 

one another again, nineteen deaconesses with friends and neighbors, and their 
warden, the Rev. R. K. Yerkes and other members of the clergy—the Rev. Geo. 
Heald, Rev. Frank Weichlein, Rev. C. A. Grier, Rev. Paul D. Emenheiser-- 
gathered for the blessing of the Library and St. Phoebe's Chapel. 

The Rt. Rev. Charles L. Street officiated. The service began with the sing-
ing of Hymn 370—"Spirit divine, attend our prayers." The Library was blessed 
first. The Bishop then consecrated the Chapel and blessed the furnishings and 
appointments. The altar was blessed and the stone anointed. During the singing 
of the tE DEUM, Deaconesses Booth and Trusdell vested the altar. Then the 
linens were blessed, the chalice and paten blessed and anointed, the other 
Communion vessels blessed, together with the silver vases, full of white chrysan-
themums, and the silver altar cross. 

—Ruth Colby 

THE CHAPEL 
While the McLaren Center has a beautiful St. Alban's Chapel which dea-

conesses may use, it was felt that The Central House for Deaconesses should 
have a small Chapel or Oratory in its own building, for the saying of family 
prayers, daily offices, intercessions, and meditation. The concensus of opinion 
preferred a chapel, in order that Holy Communion might be celebrated on 
special occasions and at times when St. Alban's Chapel was being used for other 
groups. 

The Executive Committee meeting at Central House in 1953, voted to set 
up the chapel, appropriating money needed to accomplish this from a fund 
raised in former years in memory of Deaconess Romola Dahlgren. The altar 
and moveable appointments were to be the permanent property of the National 
Conference of Deaconesses. A committee was appointed consisting of tea-
conesses Gillespy, Robinson, Sargent, with Deaconess Truesdall, chairman. 

Correspondence, many meetings in Sycamore and Chicago, consultations 
with the Bishops, clergy, deaconesses and Deaconess-in-Charge, and with the 
Church Furniture Company, over a period of months, finally crystallized into 
definite plans. The result was the choosing of a room with an alcove, whose 
wall was covered with a dossal of deep Burgundy red velour. Against this is 



set an altar of oak, with a low gradine, and finished in a warm gray. The altar 
is simple in design, with only a recessed I H S carved in the center of the base. 
The mensa contains in its center an altar stone of gray-white marble marked 
with five crosses. The mensa extends three inches over the altar base on front 
and sides, to give adequate working space without making the altar appear too 
bulky for the small room. The altar cross, candlesticks, vases and missal stand 
are of silver. The prayer desk and chair are of wood similar to the altar. The 
chapel chairs, given by Bishop Conkling, are being refinished to match. The 
walls of the Chapel are of a medium green-gray; the carpet is a neutral shade 
of dark beige. Three metal floor lamps provide excellent indirect lighting. The 
entrance doorway is marked on the hall side with a black cross, and the wooden 
door to the room has been replaced by a swinging red velour curtain. The 
Dahlgren Fund took care of all these expenses and also provided a chalice, 
paten, bread box, lavabo basin, cruets, and white burse and veil made by the 
Chicago Altar Guild. 

The Altar Book, Bible, Prayer Books and Hymnals were given in memory 
of Deaconess Susan T. Knapp. The altar linen was given by Miss Mary Moore 
of Davenport, Iowa, in memory of her father, William R. Moore. A filet lace 
superfrontal of simple design was crocheted by Mrs. Charles Petskeyes of 
Davenport in memory of her husband. Mrs. Petskeyes also made matching lace 
for the ends of the fair linen and gave invaluable help in making up the linens. 

Further plans call for a credence table, a kneeling bench for the front row 
of chairs, book racks for the backs of the chairs and a few other items to be 
given as memorials. 

--Mary P. Truesdell 

THE LIBRARY 

As you enter the front door of The Central House, the room just to your 
right is one of the loveliest rooms in the House. It is the Library. Light birch 
bookcases line two walls of the room; the chairs and table are of black walnut; 
a brown leather armchair fits into a corner just right for reading, and deep 
maroon lamp shades against the soft green walls cast a warm glow over the 
room and the soft gray rug. It is a room in which to study, or just to sit and 
be quiet. This beautiful room has been furnished by a friend of deaconesses. 
Mrs. Robert White of West Cheshire, Connecticut, has known and loved the 
deaconesses who have worked in New Haven, Connecticut: Deaconess Ruby 
Thomson, and the late Deaconess Mary Johnson. When she wished to give 
something in memory of her father, Frederick Charles Zobel, she asked if she 
might place such a memorial in The Central House. It was her joy to furnish 
the Library. To Mrs. White, we are deeply indebted for a beautiful and useful 
room, which will mean much to the future life of the House and the Order. 

—Edith A. Booth 
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NOTES ON THE RETREAT 
Conductor: The Rev. R. K. Yerkes, STD, PhD, ThD, Chaplain of the Bishop 

McLaren Center, and Warden for The Central House for Dea-
conesses. 

• In music, it is the business of the orchestra to interpret a composer's com-
position to the audience; in science, it is the teacher who interprets the results 
of the scientist's labor to others. So, in religion, there must be those who in-
terpret the ideal of the Christ life to others. It is the contemplatives of the 
religious orders, withdrawn from the world, who, through prayer, meditation, 
and contemplation come to understand the ideal of the Christ life, which needs 
to be interpret to all kinds of busy people. The hope is that by interpreting it 
to people, some may be drawn to embrace it, and through a transformation of 
character, to lead the Christ life. The deaconess is one of the interpreters of the 
Christ life, using three ways: through adoration and worship, through the 
activities of the mind, and through personal example. These methods of inter-
pretation are a peculiar activity which cannot be done by the Religious Orders, 
or the secular trained social worker. Even the priest is frequently hampered 
from doing it. It is the vocation of the woman who wants to give her life to 
receiving the ideal of the Christ life and interpreting it to all walks of life. 

One of the great functions of the Christ life is to participate in the pur-
posefulness of God. What does God want? We actually contribute to bring 
about what He wants, as, in the Lord's Prayer, "Hallowed by Thy Name." In 
our hands lies the frustration of this petition. We are to forward it. "Thy 
Kingdom come": It is everyman's privilege to go to Hell if he wants to. We 
have the power of choice, but He does not change. "Our daily bread". Help us 
to limit our present desires to actual necessities. "Lead us." We are pledging 
ourselves to follow His lead and guidance. We are sent to reveal our Lord to 
others, as He was sent to reveal God to us. It applies to our lives in the progres-
sive overcoming of reaction and the progressive understanding and practice of 
God's purpose. Sometimes the will of God is somewhat cloudy, but most of 
the time we know what it is but we do not approve. We must compare our 
character with the character of God revealed in our Lord of whose Body we 
are members. The prayer for the first Sunday after Epiphany asks that we may 
have grace and power. The grace comes from above and the power from within. 
We have to exert a moral effort, so that the glory of God revealed in His Son 
may be revealed in the Body of His Son, the Church, and in each individual 
member. 

We tend to grow more and more like that which interests us most. The 
Body of Christ of .which each of us is a member is the spiritual thing through 
which the Christ life is extended and preserved among men. If part of the Body 
is injured, the Church suffers. It is the Church which has preserved the Christ 
glory, and by the three methods, and by these alone in varying proportions it is 
preserved and extended among men: 



1. Adoration. The idea of security permeates the whole of modern society. 
The individual desires adoration and praise, and may be like those who pray 
and give alms for admiration, whom our Lord describes as play actors. Worship 
now means any kind of special noise made in a building set apart for it, but 
it really means adoration. Adoration is the recognition of that which is greater, 
and requires humility. This is a hard thing for Americans, since we are taught 
to be proud both in school and at home. When we worship as a group, it is the 
whole Body united in humility in worship of that which is greater. The Chris-
tian Church, in the course of centuries, has taken the service which our Lord 
sanctified, recognizing it as a continuation of our Lord's work, and have wor-
shipped thus for nineteen centuries. 

2. Activity of the mind. The symbols of worship have come down through 
nineteen hundred years. You cannot give life to that which you do not believe 
completely. Therefore, it is necessary to teach children to worship, and to 
worship not only to adore, but also in order to convert the world to the recog-
nition of our Lord's supremacy. Anything we do ceremonially becomes empty if 
we do not stop to think about it. Formality is the doing of any ceremony with-
out its being an expression of that spiritual something which you want to convey. 
This is the kind of thinking we do during retreats, meditation or writing letters 
to explain, and the kind of thing we do when we are explaining to children. 
The Creed is the explanation of our worship, and our life is the explication of 
our worship. Worship, Faith and Conduct go together. 

3. Personal Example. Christian conduct for most is identified with un-
exploded respectability. The Pharisee, who reflected the highest moral charac-
ter, lacked humility and spoiled it by his scorn of the Publican. While the 
Publican, who was morally rotten, was overwhelmed by the thought of his own 
rottenness, when he stood in the door. The Pharisee recognized no room for im-
provement. He thought he had arrived, but he scorned. Our righteousness must 
exceed his. It must be the same kind of righteousness, but more so. Our lives 
must commend the Christ life to others, or turn them from it. America is one 
of the worst representatives of the religion it professes. We can pray for the 
conversion of the world to Christ, but we must first exhibit the Christ life to 
the world. 

—Phyllis T. Spencer 

REPORT OF THE DEACONESS-IN-CHARGE OF THE CENTRAL HOUSE 
October 28, 1954 

On May 1, 1954, I arrived to take charge of the work at The Central House. 
Before that time, Deaconess Johnson had done a magnificent job in setting up 
the House and forming the long range program of training. A brochure has 
been printed listing the training plan, a curriculum committee had been ap-
pointed as well as an admission committee. 

The House, which was in a shambles a year before, had been completely 
renovated and redecorated. Everything was ready for the program to begin. 
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In early July, Deaconess Johnson returned to New York to carry on her 
own duties as Executive Secretary for the N.Y.T.S., which duties she had been 
carrying in addition to all her work at The Central House. 

On July 15, 1954 Amelia Brereton joined me to assist in the work at The 
House. When it was necessary for me to return to Amherst, Virginia, to help 
Amelia Brereton to pack for the trip to Sycamore, Clara Searle came to stay 
in The Central House, to keep the program in operation, using her vacation time 
to do it. Visitors have been: Deaconnesses Heath Dudley, Kate Mayer, Celia 
Brown, Edna M. Sargent, Clare E. Orwig, Katherine Putnam, Eleanor Smith, 
Dorothy Weaver, Grace Wilson, and Anne Gilliland and her Bishop Nichols' 
daughter. Other visitors have been: Avis Harvey from "281"; Mrs. Chamber-
lain, Miss Elizabeth McCracken, Angie Nicholas, Mrs. Miller, D.R.E. from 
Chicago. During the summer there have been two inquirers—one for an after-
noon conference and the other for a visit of ten days. 

Since May, 1954, I have received five inquiries, but as yet there are no 
definite commitments. Doris St.John is still a Candidate, but because of her 
mother's illness cannot come to Central House this year. I have filled three 
speaking engagements and two more are scheduled for January. 

The location of the House in conjunction with the Bishop McLaren Confer-
ence Center is proving to be a very strategic spot during these early days in 
the life of the House. Hundreds of visitors come in to see us when they come 
to conferences at the Center. This would not be possible if we were located in 
a residential section of some city. The Women's Auxiliary meeting of over 300 
had a visit to the House as one of the items on the program for their annual 
meeting. Many of Diocesan Clergy came over at the time of their Conference, 
as did many of the hundred laymen when they were at the Center for a week-end 
Conference. Parish Life Conferences are in session every week or so, and we 
always have a delegation or two then. Many of the visitors have never seen 
deaconesses, or even known of them before, and they leave deeply impressed 
at what has been going on without their knowledge, and go away supplied with 
literature and information. One group of men from the Laymen's Conference 
wants to come over and paint our third floor. 

During the time of the Anglican Congress in Minneapolis we had a booth. 
Deaconesses Phyllis Spencer, Brereton, and I were on duty during the time of 
the Congress. The booth was small and simple, but we had many visitors and 
made many fine contacts. 

One of these contacts has resulted in a gathering of the Heads of Training 
Schools to discuss ways and means of reaching women of the Church and pre-
senting the opportunities for service in the Church. Our first meeting was held 
at Windham House on October 14 with The Rev. Francis Ayers, Capt. Jones 
(Church Army), Louise Gehan (College work from 281), Ellen Gammack, 
Helen Turnbull, and myself. We had a most helpful meeting though we reached 
no conclusions nor solve any problems. We were all of one mind, in our concern 



for the spread of the Kingdom, the need for more women for this work, and 
ways in which we can tell them of this opportunity for service, and the needs 
of the Church. 

We hope to have another meeting sometime in January, and if possible, at 
some place where we can meet for two days at least to dig into the situation; 
for, as Mr. Ayers pointed out to us, it is much more than just handing out better 
literature advertising the training schools. It is the revitalization, the re-educa-
tion, of the whole life of a parish. It goes deeper than just getting in touch with 
young women. 

In regard to reaching the women of the Church, I have written personal 
letters to all Diocesan Bishops. The 7th and 8th Provinces have not gone out yet, 
but will as soon as this Conference is over. Of the 96, sent ten days ago, 30 
replies have already come in, with many showing real interest and a desire to 
help. All have referred the matter to the President of the Auxiliary, so that 
plans might be made to reach the women. Two dates have already been set for 
Annual Diocesan meetings in the Spring. 

Looking into the future of the House, and the Training Program, Amelia 
Brereton has begun the field work in Christian Education, at Mooseheart, a 
Home for the children and widows of members of the Fraternal Order of 
Moose. For years no work has been done with the Episcopal children there. 
The Town and Country Council of the Diocese approached us to take over this 
work. Bishop Street, highly in favor of it, suggested we begin at once, even 
though we have no students right now, so that it will be well established as 
one of the field projects when students arrive. 

Regarding the other purpose of the Central House, as a Center for the 
Order, anniversary cards have been sent to all deaconesses on the date of the 
anniversary of their Ordination. Many have written to tell how much this 
means to them. Amelia and I have tried to keep in touch with the retired, or 
shut-in, deaconesses. They do appreciate a word from the House. 

In September we sent out our first Prayer Leaflet. We hope to send these 
out, at least, every two months and from time to time there will be a news sheet 
telling of the happenings of the House and news about any deaconess who 
writes in and tells us what she is doing. Think about the shut-in deaconesses, 
and find time to send us news so we can keep closely in touch with each other. 

Regarding the material needs of the House—you have all seen how well 
we are taken care of. The living room rug was given by Edith Adams, Anne 
Gilliland knitted two dish cloths; Deaconess Binns' Auxiliary in Southwestern 
Virginia made us a quilt, The Auxiliary at Grace House where Anne Newman 
and Alice Mayer work have also quilted quilts, Elsie Riebe sent a Navajo rug 
for the upstairs hall, Eleanor Smith brought over two large Prayer Books, Miss 
Hallie Williams, sister of our beloved Maria Williams, has sent two lovely 
blankets, many deaconesses have sent books. The Supply Department of "281" 
sent a check for $100.00 for blankets or rugs for the bedrooms. I do not think 
we shall ever want for material needs. 
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ASSOCIATES AND SPONSORS: So far I have not done anything further 
about this group of supporters. It is still not quite clear in my mind as to what 
the policy of this group should be. A new form to be sent out must be prepared, 
and I have not had time to work it out with the committee. The names of several 
people have been suggested as possible chairmen of the group, but I hope 
before too long to have this clarified in my mind and thereby in yours, so 
that we can build up a group of people who can be of real strength to the 
House. Those Associates and Sponsors already on our list are remembered 
regularly in our Chapel. 

Letters received after the Prayer Leaflet went out and after the anniversary 
cards were sent made me feel that there is a need for some sort of rule to ex-
press our corporateness. Each one of us sets up her own rule; but to have a 
corporate rule so that we all would be doing the same thing would mean much. 
Of necessity the rule must be simple, and within the reach of all of us, active 
women working in the midst of a complicated busy world. 

The English Deaconesses say this regarding such a rule, which I think might 
apply to us in this case. I quoted from their book: 

"The ideal should be pitched high, but the positive regulations should be 
few, and much left to the spiritual aspiration of individuals, and to the 
uncovenanted claims of a consecrated life. Let no member say to herself 
'Such and such a thing is not required of me by any regulation' and there-
fore rest content without seeking that which is more excellent. Let her 
rather count those things which are required of her as the least that she 
can do, or rather as the starting point from which she is to aspire and 
ascend to better things." 

The more we are of "one heart and mind" the more powerful will we be in the 
Church—one spiritual body with all the members acting in harmony. 

We are individual deaconesses, but we must not destroy the unity of the 
Body. We have come from different schools, and have had therefore different 
loyalties, but now we have one House. It is your House. Please use it. Come here 
for rest. Come for refresher courses. Come for spiritual refreshment. 

Keep your eyes and ears open for other women to share this life that means 
so much to you—"Service for our Lord." 	

—Edith A. Booth 

SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE AND THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

Oct. 25, 26, and 28, 1954 
These meetings were held at The Central House for Deaconesses in Syca-

more, Ill. At the Executive meetings there were present: Deaconess Sargent, 
presiding in the absence of Deaconess Bechtol, and Deaconesses Booth, Dietz, 
Gillespy, Ramsay, Truesdell. It was decided that the Deaconess Leaflet be re-
edited by Deaconess Truesdell for publication and $50 was allocated from the 
General Fund toward the publication cost. Deaconess Booth reported that there 
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was of this date a balance of $626.48 in the Pence Can Fund as received at 
Central House. A letter from Deaconess Johnson told that she had talked with 
Bishop Burrill to request that the Advisory Commission on Deaconesses be 
reactivated. Also that the Trustees of the Central House would consider the 
relation of the National Conference to the Trustees. The National Conference 
has no financial connections with the Trustees. The Conference is to promote 
the Order and to secure candidates. 

A letter of appreciation was sent to Deaconess Johnson for all her work at 
The Central House. 

Upon Deaconess Bechtol's written suggestion, Deaconess Dietz was ap-
pointed as editor of THE DEACONESS, publication costs to be paid from the 
General Fund. It was suggested that the Trustees of the New York Training 
School for Deaconesses be asked to pay the expenses of a representative of the 
Order to the Triennial Meeting at Honolulu. 

Deaconess Johnson was elected historian to collect historical and biographi-
cal material of the Deaconess Order. Motion was made, seconded and carried 
that the National Conference ask Deaconess Booth to contact the personnel 
chairman of the Woman's Auxiliary and the chairman for college work, asking 
for representation of the Deaconess Order by a deaconess at vocational con-
ferences. 

At the Annual Conference twenty-one deaconesses were present: 

Deaconess Booth (Executive Committee, ex officio) 	 Chicago 
Deaconess Brereton 	  Chicago 
Deaconess Bradley 	  Chicago 
Deaconess Colby 	  Michigan 
Deaconess Crow 	  Dallas 
Deaconess Dieterley 	 , 	  Washington 
Deaconess Dietz (Executive Committee, Secretary) 	 West Texas 
Deaconess Gillespy (Executive Committee) 	 Rhode Island 
Deaconess Mayer 	  Southwestern Virginia 
Deaconess Newman 	  Southwestern Virginia 
Deaconess Orwig 	  Chicago 
Deaconess Parsons 	  Chicago 
Deaconess Putnam 	  Chicago 
Deaconess Ramsay (Executive Committee) 	 New York 
Deaconess Sargent (Executive Committee) 	 Chicago 
Deaconess Searle 	  Southern Ohio 
Deaconess Phyllis Spencer 	  Milwaukee 
Deaconess Truesdell (Executive Committee) 	 Quincy 
Deaconess Weaver 	  Chicago 
Deaconess Williams 	  Southwestern Virginia 
Deaconess Wilson 	  Chicago 
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It was recommended that through THE DEACONESS the deaconesses of the 
Church be asked to contribute to the expenses of sending Deaconess Booth to 
the Triennial meeting at Honolulu in September, 1955. A motion was made, 
seconded, and carried that notice be sent by the Executive Committee to all 
deaconesses to ask for contributions for expenses of a representative at the 
Triennial Meeting. 

Deaconess Booth gave the report for The Central House which will be 
published in THE DEACONESS. She then introduced our two youngest dea-
connesses: Ruth Colby and Phyllis Spencer. 

The offering at the Retreat amounted to $49.75, which was given to Dr. 
Yerkes. 

There was a discussion of a Common Rule for deaconesses. The various 
Chapters were asked to bring in a report at the next meeting. Deaconess Weaver 
and Deaconess Wilson offered to contact the alumni of the Philadelphia School 
to inform them of the memorials at The Central House. 

The secretary was instructed to send a letter of appreciation to the Trustees 
of the New York Training School for deaconesses. With Deaconess Brereton's 
assistance such a letter was drafted and mailed. 

—Edna McNeil Dietz, Deaconess 
Secretary 

"Remember, 0 Lord, what Thou hast wrought in us and not what we 
deserve; and thou hast called us to Thy service make us worthy of our calling." 

—used by the Archbishop of Canterbury at the Anglican Congress 
and by Deaconess Booth in St. Phoebe's Chapel 

"Keep yourself pliable in God's hands and let Him make you holy in His 
own way. It will almost certainly be in a way that you don't expect." 

—Fr. Considine 
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• 	 NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 
Annual Meeting - October, 1954 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER: 
Balance in General Funds, Sept. 15, 1953 

Receipts: 
Dues for 1953 	  
Dues for 1954 	  
Refund for postage (Truesdell) 	 
Refund from Central House 	 

$ 4.00 
73.00 
2.00 

25.00 

$476.86 

104.00 
$580.86 

Disbursements: 
Mailings: For Secretary 	 $10.00 

"The Dss." 	  8.78 
Dues notices 	. 3.64 
Dss. Truesdell 	  3.14 
Postage-Treas. & Chr. 	 3.00 
Bundle postage-Dietz 	 5.00 
Mailing Treas. Books 	 2.14 
Mailing Secy. Books 	 3.35 
Mailing for Chairman 	 5.50 $ 44.55 

Printing: 
Pamphlets 	  $30.50 
To Central House for Pam 	 32.80 
Material for notices 	- 1.50 64.80 

Telegrams sent (Bp. Conkling 
& Dss. Bechtol) 	  2.13 

Films, bulbs, etc 	pictures 
(Opening C. H. ) 	  6.67 

Anglican Congress booth rent. 	 $150.00 
Wave' expenses-P. Spencer 	 75.00 

225.00 
$343.15 

Balance in General kunas, 
Oct. 15, 1954. 	  237.71 

$580.86 
Balanoe in Emergency Fund, Sept. 15, 1953 $322.75 

Receipts-Special designated purpose 168.00 
$490.75 

Disbursements: to 2 deaconesses 	 $277.72 
Balance in account, Oct. 15, 1954. 213.03 

$490.75 
Special Account in Savings Account: 

Original deposit  	 $1,432.71 

	

Interest to Oct. 1, 1954 	 21.58 
Total in Savings Account 	 $1,454.29 

PENCE CANS 	 Respectfully submitted, 

Spring ingathering $101.00 

	

Forward to Central House; 	 Evelyn E. Seymour, Deaconess 

	

no balance in this account 	 Treasurer 
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WHAT THE CENTRAL HOUSE FOR DEACONESSES 
HAS COME TO MEAN TO DEACONESSES 

A year ago when our Annual Conference was first held at Sycamore, Ill., 
The Central House for Deaconesses was a beginning and a hope—now it IS. 
Amazingly in the eighteen months of its existence, it has grown to justify its 
name, as Central for Deaconesses. For central means not only equally distant 
from opposite corners or sides or points of circumference—a space-element 
which has dismayed some of us and some of our friends: it also means "equally 
near"; and this is a truth increasingly felt by New York, Florida, Texas, and 
Virginia. The House belongs to no one group or locality, not even, one might 
surmise to the deaconesses of Chicago. For it is the fifty miles between the 
metropolis and Sycamore that constitute the real "distance" for some of us who 
have travelled far to reach the goal. Once there, we are at Home, any and all 
of us; and this mean a Central House in a sense that our deaconesses of this 
country never have had before. 

Some buildings seem to have a character, and individuality of their own, 
almost a personality. The Central House welcomes us quietly and confidently, 
as though we had belonged to it for a long time. But it is more than a center 
which takes us in, it is a center which radiates out—love and sympathy and 
interest, information and suggestion for each one of us, news about and to any 
one of us. Most vital surely to us all is our certainty that this House is a center 
of prayer for our Order, our conciousness that with all the activity and work 
that any such house involves, there is kept faithfully and seriously for us and 
with us, in our own little chapel the rhythm of regular, systematic prayer—
recollection, adoration, intercession, thanksgiving—supplementing and buttres-
sing our own. This work of our Central House is ours also to share. 

—Jane Bliss Gillespy 

THE TRIENNIAL MEETING 

At the Annual Meeting of the National Conference of Deaconesses at 
Sycamore, Illinois, where our beautiful Central House is located, it was voted 
to send Deaconess Booth as a Representative of the Deaconess Order to the 
Triennial Meeting to be held at the time of General Convention in Honolulu in 
September 1955. 

The By-laws of the National Conference state that the Conference shall 
meet triennially at the time and place of the General Convention. Inasmuch as 
the next General Convention of 1955 will be held in Honolulu, Hawaii, it will 
be impossible for enough of the membership to attend; so it was voted at this 
meeting of the National Conference of Deaconesses on October 28, 1954 to 
hold a postponed Triennial meeting of the National Conference of Deaconesses 
at The Central House, Sycamore, Illinois, the last week of October, 1955. 

—Edna M. Sargent 

11 



PUBLICITY 
Slides available are three sets: ready for loan 

1. The Deaconess Story (general, but includes Vocation) 
2. Whither goest thou? (emphasis on Vocation) 
3. The Central House for Deaconesses (ready for loan about Jan. 

1, 1955; Can be used separately or with the other sets) 

WANTED 
Good, clear black and white pictures and colored 35mm slides of dea-
conesses at work. 

Send pictures, slides, and requests for loan to 
Deaconess Mary P. Truesdell 

126 W. 14th St. 
Davenport, Iowa 

HERE AND THERE AMONG SOME OF THE DEACONESSES: 
The Chicago Chapter of Deaconesses met on May 17 at the home of Agnes 

Bradley. There were eleven deaconesses present, including Ruth Johnson. New 
officers were elected: Chairman—Agnes Bradley, and Secretary-Treasurer-
Katherine Putnam. The meeting was followed by a luncheon with Bishop and 
Mrs. Burrill as our guests. 

The annual retreat for the Chapter was held at DeKoven Foundation on 
October 10-12, with Father Putnam as the Conductor. Seven deaconesses and 
one lay member of the City Missions staff attended. 

On November 29, Bishop Burrill will conduct the Advent Meditations for 
the Chapter from two to four o'clock in the Lady Chapel of St. Mark's Church, 
Evanston. 

—Agnes Bradley 

The New York Deaconesses met with the Diocesan Woman's Auxiliary, 
on Nov. 2nd, served refreshments, and sold remaining articles sent last Spring. 
Cleared $120.00, which will be sent to The Central House. Pauline Watts is 
working very hard as secretary of the R. F. D. 

A chapter meeting was held on Nov. 3rd at which time a report on the 
Conference was given and the matter of a Rule of Life was discussed for action 
at the spring meeting. 

—Lydia Ramsay 

All the deaconesses in the Third Province are busy at their work, even 
though many of them are retired. Alice Mayer, Anne Newman, and Maria 
Williams brought printed greetings to the Conference from them all. 

Frances Affleck spent the month of September in southern California and 
visited with two deaconesses there. Laura Knepper and her sister have a home 
in a part of the city which is truly a "melting pot", and they are good neighbors 
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to many. Charlotte Massey lives in a small cottage which is a part of the church 
property. She is a very busy "full time" deaconess and much loved by the 
parishioners. Very splendid way to retire. 

Lillian Crow says of the deaconesses in the state of Texas: Margaret Booz 
and Celia Brown are very busy with their kindergarten in El Paso. Gladys Hall 
finds her time, heart, and hands full at the Bronson Home in Victoria, Lucile 
Bickford keeps up her church work and has a Bible class in her home. Ethel 
Spencer brings cheer and help to all who come into her room at the Rigby 
Convalescent Home in San Antonio. 

Olive Robinson and Ruth Colby in the Diocese of Michigan are both busy 
at assigned work—general Church work, parish calling, Church School work, 
clubs for boys and girls, etc. 

Phyllis Spencer—the only deaconess in the Diocese of Milwaukee—is work-
ing at St. Andrew's Church, where they have a part time rector. So we can all 
imagine her load—parish secretary, financial secretary, children's Confirma-
tion classes, and all of the rest of the things you know must be done. 

Harriet M. Bedell—A recent issue of the St. Petersburg TIMES Sunday 
Magazine had a two-page illustrated section telling about her forty-seven years 
of work in the remote places of the world. She has lived among the Seminoles 
in the Everglades of Florida for more than twenty-seven years. Although re-
tired she continues on with her work. 

Evelyn Ashcroft—At Marygarth in the Mountain Province of the Philip-
pines—is continuing her work with the children and women. She has Bible 
Classes and Womans' Auxiliary for the women. This past summer she had a 
very successful vacation Church School. 

The Daughters of the King of the Diocese of West Texas and friends sent a 
chalice and paten to her last spring to be used at a prewar mission station 
which had lost everything during the war. The whole parish of St. Paul's, San 
Antonio, Texas, has become interested in her work. The Women of St. Paul's 
gave toward the first chalice. Now this fall the Altar Guild is sending another 
chalice and paten. Last spring they gave a linen superfrontal. The Junior 
Daughters of the King and St. Mary's Guild have provided baby blankets. The 
children of the Church School have sent boxes of medical supplies and supplies 
for the Vacation Church School. Helping again in this field will be the Lenten 
work of the Church School for 1955. 
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HE HEALED THEM EVERYONE 

'Tis evening, and a mist ascends, 
Charging the air with life anew. 
The spirits of the weary sick 
Are caught up in expectancy, 
As one by one, with steadfast faith 
Friends fetch them to the Healing Christ, 
That, as He passes by, His Hand 
May touch each one to health again, 
His Presence bring forgiveness free. 

Dear Christ! had I been there tha, night 
So that I saw Thee with mine eyes, 
Unable yet the knee to bend, 
With steadfast hope I stand and wait. 
My heart is filled with joy new-born, 
What matter that I cannot move 
With rhythmic swiftness at my will? 
Thy Presence in our midst has made 
This suffering family one in Thee. 
I see these others lying prone, 
Too weak to move;—the deaf—the dumb; 
Compassion nigh my heart doth break. 
As in a dream most sweet I run 
To meet Thee, offer help, to work 
At Thy behest, to serve the sick. 

At last each suffering child is healed; 
They walk, they hear Thy voice, they sing 
In praises joyous of Thy power. 
So long 0 Christ! I kneel, I kneel— 
So long, 0 Christ! since I could kneel—
And Thy dear Hand is laid on me 
In tender love and cleansing grace, 
And Thou dost take me by the hand, 
And bid me walk with Thee alway- 
My Lord! my Christ! Thine own alway. 

Christians! arise without delay, 
The Healing Christ doth pass this way. 

Ethel E. Spencer, Deaconess 

reprinted from August, 1938: THE DEACONESS 
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THE CENTRAL H1JSE FOR DWONESF3E3 
718'Sombnauk Street 4 	 -- 

Sycamore, Ill. tkeV5-3  

Dear Deaconess„ 

As the time draws near for General Convention, we know that your 
thoughts and prayers mill be for all the deliberations there. it this time we 
therefor ask your prayers : 

--for all delegates to the General Convention and to the 
Triennial meeting of the Woman's Auxiliary, that they may be guided by the 
Holy Spirit in all their planning for the growth and strengthening of the 
Church. 

--that all petty differences of Churchmanship may be for-
gotten and that true Christian love and brotherhood may abound in all plans 
for the advancement of Christ's Kingdom. 

--for all those in positions of leadership those who will 
be in charge of the meetings both at the Convention and the Triennial 
meeting of the Woman's Auxiliary, especiplly 

The Presiding Bishop . 
The President of the House of Deputies 
The Presiding Officer of the Triennial, Mrs. Wedel 

--for all those who will be traveling to General Convention 
by land, by sea or by air. 

--that great things may be acCamplished at this 58th General 
Convention. 

--that all matters pertaining to the good of the Order of 
Deaconesses presented in both Houses may be received and promoted, and that 
real concern and understanding may be manifest among the Bishops and other 
delegates. 

--that the Exhibit on Deaconesses may awaken deep interest 
and have teal meaning for the many visitors. 

--for the Deaconess-in-charge, that she may have wisdom 
and understanding in each situation which presents itself. 

--To date we hare learned that the following deaconesses 
will be in Honolulu. Pray for us that we may give a good witness for 
Our Lord, the Church and the Order: 

Sarah Swinburne (Resident) 	Amelia Brereton 
Margaret Booz 	 Ruth Johnson 
Mary Saunders 	 Charlotte Massey 
Mary Hettler 	 Marian Brown 
Hilda DieterIy 	 Edith Booth 

Three of our deaconesses will be beginning new work in September. 
Let us remeMber them in our prayers, asking God's blessing on them 
and their new work: 

Katharine PutMUmvdll begin part time work at 
The Chureh of our Saviour 
116 E. Church Street, Elmhurst, Illinois 

Phyllis Spencer will begin her new work at 
The Church of the Holy Trinity 
316 E. 88th Street,, New York28, N.Y. 

Dellema King will begin work at Pierre, S.D. 
Post Office Box 652 

Let us also pray for the meeting of the Trustees of the Central House 
which will be held the latter part of September or early October, to 
determine future plans in the light of action taken at General Convention. 
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In ad.-lition to our Intercessions, let us not fail to Thank God 

—for every opportunity is have had to tell others of the joy 
of our Vocation, witnessing Loth for God and the Order. 

- -for Frances Affleck, and the way she responded to the need 
of the House of the Good Strepherd in Utica, N.Y.; for a job 'Nell done 
bringing commendation from bath the Bishop of the Diocese and others. 

- -for Edna Dietz and her fine work at St. Paul's Church, 
San Antonio, Texas resulting in a “Deaconess Dietz Sunday' ,  honoring 
her and her work. 

—.for  the support of the New York Training School for Deaconesses, 
and especially for furnishing funds, making it possible for one of 
our deaconesses to attend General Convention 

--for the wonderful response of al the deaconesses in giving 
so liberally to make it possible to have a representative and also 
an Exhibit. in Honolulu. 

--for the fine exposition on deaconesses given by the 
Rev. Powel Dawley in Volume 6, the latest book in the Church's 
Teem/ling.:aeries entitled the Episcopal Church and its Work. 

_for the fact that the Missionary Work of the Church in the 
Hawaiian lalends ha2 matured to the extent that it is possible to 
have the meeting of General Convention there. 

FOR THESE AND ALL HIS MERCIES MAY 
GOD'S HOLY NAME BE PRAISED! 

AHNIVTOSARIES OF SETTING APART 

September 6 Celia E.F.Brown 	1946 	September 30 Natalie Winsor 	1907 
? Christobel Corbett 1919 

8 Madelne Dunlap 	1939 
Beith„: Radfozd 	1937 

14 Syrriet Bedell 	1922 
Heles Taylor 	1943 

15 Elziem L, Nehls 	1937 
May Redd 	 1937 

20 Anne Gilliland 	1916 

29 Anra Ranson 	1902 
Ed ..0„11 A(fAms 	1927 
HildegaTde Donsing 1928 
Elizabeth Newbold 1915 

October ? Edith Davis 	1902 

	

1 Cecile Jacobeit 	1913 

	

4 Caroline Nosler 	1903 

	

Olive Robinson 	1936 

6 Mabel Adams 
Anna Armstrong 

1897 
1909 

Mary West 1909 

18 Mary Sandys Hutton 1930 
26 Dorothea Sets 1926 

310 Josephine Latch 1942 
Elsie Riebe 1914 

While you are preying for us in Honolulu, we too will be remembering 
you in our rrayers, an:1 wiehlng that you were with us. We will look forward 
to havini; ycil all at The .! ,:ntral_ House in October for the Annual Retreat and 
Conference when we will give you a full report of all that has happened and 
make further plans for our life and work. 

May God bless you all, 

Affectionately 

August 12, 1955 
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GREETINGS FROM THE RETIRING CHAIRMAN 
OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 
Dear Deaconesses: 

During the past three years there have been many pleasant contacts with 
you. I have enjoyed them but deeply regretted that I could not be with you more 
often. 

Your interest and help has made it possible for much to be done at the Central 
House — spiritual and financial aid given to the Deaconesses established there. 
A deeper sense of unity and purpose and of our need to make the work of deaconesses 
better known has resulted, I believe, in greater interest on the part of the general 
Church. 

With many thanks for your support and help in these past years, and prayers 
for your strength and progress in the years ahead, 

Faithfully yours, 

Margaret S. Bechtol. 



(The By-laws of the National Conference of Deaconesses state that 
the Triennial meeting of the Conference shall be held at the time and 
place of the General Convention of the Church.) 

MINUTES OF THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 
MEETING IN HONOLULU 

The Triennial meeting of the National Conference of Deaconesses was held 
in St. Alban's Chapel, lalani School, Honolulu, an Sept. 8th, 1955. The meeting 
ifvas called to order at 12:00 noon by the Deaconess-in-charge of Central House, 
Edith A. Booth, who opened with prayer. Deaconess Hilda Dieterly was appointed 
secretary pro-tem. The following deaconesses were present: Booth, Breretan, Brown, 
pieterly, Nettler, Massey, Saunders, Swinburne. Deaconess Ruth Johnson was an 
the campus but was acting as "reporter" for the deaconesses in the House of Bishops 
Waiting for the resolution of the re-establishing of the Advisory Commission to be 
presented. Deaconess Booz was also on the campus but, due to a misunderstanding 
as to place of meeting, was not present. There was informal discussion regarding 
Publicity; and those who had not been in close touch with Central House were 
brought up to date as to what had been done. 

Motion was made and seconded that the meeting adjourn to reconvene in 
October at the Central House for Deaconesses, Sycamore, Ill. 

Signed: Deaconess Hilda Dieterly, 
Secretary pro-tem. 

SOME IMPRESSIONS OF HONOLULU AND GENERAL CONVENTION 
by Amelia Brerean 

ALOHA! 

My first impression of Honolulu wos one of Beauty. As the good ship LURLINE 
tame into sight of the Islands, passing between Molokai and Oahu in the early 
Morning light of one day in September, the beauty was indescribable. Sailing west-
ward at that time of day, the sky and •the sea were a colorless gray, hardly dis-
tinguishable one from the other, and the Islands loomed ahead, great blobs of 
black. The sun rising "back east" bathed the scene gradually in light bringing to 

the sky and sea rich shades of blue, while the Islands became bright green. The 
passengers, who had been advised to rise early to see Morning came to the Islands, 
rushed from one side of the ship to the other, then ran aft to see the glory and 
brilliance, of the sunrise at sea. Breakfast was served on deck so that none should 
miss the extraordinary beauty of this scene. This impression of beauty was the first 
of many such impressions which left one speechless, far after a while there was not 
even one "OH!" or one "AH!" left. - - - 

The second impression was one of the Friendliness of the Islanders. Our wel-
come was genuine, happy and thrilling. Long before the LURLINE came into the 
harbor of Honolulu she dropped anchor and swarms of welcoming friends came 
aboard to greet all the passengers with a Lei and the Kiss of Aloha. The Episcopalians 
which represented half of the passenger list were greeted by the Church in Hawaii. 
Bishop Kennedy and all the Officials, as well as representatives of each congregation 
in the Islands gave us a royal welcome. Besides the Kisses and the Leis and the 
speeches, there were the Hula Dancers giving us our first glimpse of the native 
dance. Like the Beauty, the Friendliness was more than a first impression. We 
found it to be the daily pattern of the life an the Islands. 

Another fact which impressed us was the vastness of the Church. Of course 
this is common to every General Convention. It is thrilling to see and to meet 
hundreds and hundreds of members of our great Church meeting tagether from all 
over the world to direct, reform, establish and provide for its business of winning 
the world for Christ. The pageantry of processions and warship; the great Missionary 
Mass Meetings and Joint Sessions; the Presentation Service of the U.T.O. and the 
separate meetings of the two Houses and the W.A.; the greetings of old friends and 
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new acquaintances as they pass to and from the meetings, the Exhibits and the 
eating places. All this is General Convention to the visitor, but it is much more too. 
It is a modern version of the Book of the Acts. 

It was good to see so many deaconesses. There were ten of us present. Some 
were delegates and some were missionaries, and some of us were just visitors. At 
one time or another we saw them all at the Deaconess Exhibit Booth. 

Since the General Convention was in her home town, Deaconess Swinburne was 
one of the busiest people in the world. We were glad to have had the opportunity 
to visit her Mission, St. Mary's. After Holy Communion there one morning, Deaconess 
Booth and I had breakfast in her home with her and her mother. Deaconess Saunders 
was also present, a guest of Deaconess Swinburne during General Convention. 

Although St. Mary's Mission Church is hemmed in by Budhist and Shinto 
Shrines, it is bearing a strong witness to the Christian Faith. Besides the Sunday 
School there is a Kindergarten under the direction of Deaconess Swinburne. 

The final impression of my visit to Honolulu was the speed with which twelve 
days passed. It hordly seemed ony time at all after we got the Exhibit set up until 
we were dismantling it to ship it back to the mainland! 

And now my impression is that it was all o dream. 0! LET ME DREAM 
AGAIN!! 

MINUTES OF THE ADJOURNED TRIENNIAL MEETING 
OF THE 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 
at the Central House for Deaconesses, Sycamore, 

October 20, 1955 

The adjourned Triennial Meeting of the National Conference of Deoconesses 
was held in the parlor of the Centro! House for Deaconesses, Sycamore, III., October 
20, 1955 with the following deaconesses present: 

(Diocese) 
Edith Adams 	 Arizono 
Miriam Allen 	 Tennessee 
Edith Booth 	 Chicago 
Agnes Brodley 	 Chicago 
Amelio 	Brereton 	 Chicogo 
Celia Brown . N. Mexico and S.W. Texos 
Ruth Colby 	 Michigon 
LiIlion 	Crow 	 Dal los 
Edno M. Dietz 	 W. Texas 
Hildegorde Donsing 	 Chicago 
Madeline Dunlop 	 S 	Virginio 
Glodys !loll 	 W. Texas 

(Diocese) 
Ruth Johnson 	 New York 
Clora Orwig 	 Chicogo 
Ruth Porsons 	 Chicago 
Katharine Phelps 	 Colifornia 
Kothorine Putnam 	 Chicogo 
Lydia Romsoy 	 New York 
Edno Sorgent 	 Chicogo 
Clara Seorle 	 S. Ohio 
Eleanor Smith 	 Chicago 
Gertrude Stewort 	 Pennsylvania 
Mary Truesdell 	 Quincy 

The meeting wos called to order at 9:45 AM. by Deaconess Truesdell, octing 
chairman in the obsence of the Chairman, Deaconess Margoret Bechtol. Deaconess 
Truesdell opened the meeting with prayer, ond called ottention to the fact thot this 
was the first Trienniol meeting ot Central House. 

Deoconess Sargent wos appointed to send greetings to Deaconess Bechtol in 
which all the deaconesses would join. 

Deaconess Booth read the minutes of the Triennial meeting in Honolulu ot 
which Deoconess Dieterly acted as secretory pro-tem. Deaconess Booth told of the 
re-establishment of the Joint Commission for the work of Deoconesses, the assign-
ment of $1,000 far the expenses of the Commission for the Triennium, and olso of 
the gront from the Notionol Council of $7,500 for the support of Centrol House, to 
be reviewed each year of the triennium. Deaconesses Johnson, Booth and Brereton 
oil told of the cordiality of the clergy to the deaconesses during the Convention. 
Deoconess Johnson reported on Bishop Burrill's tolk in the House of Bishops, urging 
them to realize that the deaconesses belong to the whole Church, not to one diocese 
only. 
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On motion of Deaconess Dunlap, seconded by Deaconess Putnam, letters of 
thanks were to be written to Bishop Burrill, Bishop Donegan, and to Mr. C. G. 
Thompson. Carried. 

The Treasurer's Report was read by Deaconess Truesdell ond ordered filed. 
Deaconess Booth reported that the name of FRIENDS OF THE CENTRAL HOUSE 

was to be used instead of ASSOCIATES and SPONSORS. This was done by the 
Board of Trustees of Central House. 

Letters of thanks were also to be written to the Rev. Wm. P. Anna, Jr., for his 
work on the Credence Table for the Chapel, and to Mrs. Charles Petskeyes for the 
Credence Cover. 

Deaconess Johnson reported on the work that she had done as historion. 
\Deoconess Truesdell read Deaconess Johnson's resignotion as historian. Accepted. 
Upon motion of Deaconess Lydia Ramsay, seconded by Deaconess Sargent, the 
Executive Committee was authorized to appoint a committee with Deaconess John-
son as a member, to continue the gathering of material lookinj forward to the 
history of the Order in the future. Carried. 

Deaconess Johnson appealed for pictures of deaconesses in action for the 
promotion committee of the Board of Trustees of Centrol House. Motion was mode 
by Deaconess Brereton, seconded by Deaconess Stewart that the Executive Committee 
appoint three deaconesses and three lay women for the purpose of promoting the 
Deaconess Order, with proper coordination with the promotion work of the Board 
of Trustees of Central House, of the National Conference of Deaconesses, and of 
the Retiring Fund. Carried. 4  

The third suggestion of the Executive Committee was that the Pence Can Funds 
in this Triennium be sent to the Treasurer of the National Conference to be dis-
tributed approximately as follows: one-third for the discretionary fund of the 
Deacons-in-charge of Central House, and two-thirds for the work of publicity and 
promotion. Deoconess Brereton so moved, and Deaconess Putnam seconded. Carried. 

Report of the Offering for the Retreat was made by Deaconess Booth. The 
amount was $63 of which she gave Fr. Sovage $50. He would not accept it, but 
made the suggestion thot a sign be made giving the name CENTRAL HOUSE FOR 
DEACONESSES where oll passing the House could see it Deaconess Sargent made a 
motion, seconded by Deaconess Colby, that the money returned by Fr. Sovage be 
used to moke this sign. Carried. Deaconess Sorgent made a motion, seconded by 
Deoconess Crow, that a letter of thanks be sent to Fr. Savage for his gift and for 

'graciousness and helpfulness of the meditations at the Retreat. 

Deaconess Ramsay made o report of the Triennial offering, being $384 for 
'the Retiring Fund and $337 for the Emergency Fund. Deaconess Booth reported 
that she hod added $2 to the $13 remaining from the Retreat offering and hod 
given the $15 to Fr. Yerkes for St. Albans Chopel used by the Conference. 

Motion was made by Deaconess Johnson, seconded by Deaconess Bradley, that 
the coming issue of the DEACONESS be paid for out of the Emergency Fund. Deo-
coness Putnom was oppointed Editor, and she requested that November 1st be the 
dead dine for materials she had osked for from several deoconesses, ond thot the 
typed material be sent double-spaced! 

Deoconess Sorgent then made the report of the Nominating Committee. Eighty-
six deaconesses had sent in their votes for the four members of the Executive Com-
mittee to be elected ot this time. The following new members were declared elected: 
Margoret Booz, Clam Searle, Alice Mayer ond Harriet English. The Executive Com-
mittee with the new members were asked to meet at the dining table during Lunch. 

A vote of thonks was given to Deaconess Booth, Deaconess Brereton and 
Deaconess Donsing for the wonderful planning for this most pleasant Retreot and 
meeting. 

Upon motion of Deoconess Dunlap the first Triennial meeting held at Central 
House for Deoconesses odjourned. 	 Edna M. Dietz, Secretary. 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 
OF THE 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES - 1954 - 1955 
The secretary making this report was elected as a member of the Executive 

Committee by the Committee on March 27, 1954, to take the place to which Dea-
coness Booth had been elected to serve until 1958. Deaconess Booth had resigned 
because she had accepted the position of Deaconess-in-charge of Central House and 
thus was an ex-officio member of the Committee. The chairman, Deaconess Bechtol, . 
asked the present secretory to fill out this position of Deaconess Booth's until Oct. 

1955. 
During the year and seven months, the present secretary has served in this 

capacity she has performed all the duties pertaining to the office to the best of her 
ability — has attended two annual Conferences, counting this one, has been present 
at three Executive Committee meetings. 

The complete roster of the deaconesses has been circularized seven times, 
making 749 pieces of mail; members of the Executive Committee absent from ' 
meetings received reports twice — eight pieces of mail; more that fifty letters were 
written as your corresponding secretary, a total of 807 pieces of mail. 

All records are here ready to be turned over to the person elected by your new 
Executive Committee to act as your secretary. 

It has been a great privilege and joy to serve you in this capacity. Hoping and 
praying for a definite renewal of interest in our Order and pledging my support to 
our new Executive Committee to serve the Order where the Holy Spirit guides, I am 

Faithfully yours, in our Lord, 
Edna McNeil Dietz, Deaconess 

MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 	, 
October 20, 1955 at about 12:30 p.m. 

Deaconess Truesdell presided. She read the resignation of Deaconess Bechtol 
from the Executive Committee. It was moved by Deaconess Ramsay and seconded 
by Deaconess Searle that the resignation be accepted with regrets, and that a letter 
of thanks be sent her. The resignation of Deaconess Gillespy was also read. It was 
moved by Deaconess Searle and seconded by Deaconess Ramsay that it be accepted 
with regrets and that a letter so stating and including thanks be sent to her. Motion 
Carried. 

It was then moved by Deaconess Ramsay and seconded by Deaconess Booth 
that Deaconess Evelyn E. Seymour be appointed to fill out the term of Deaconess 
Gillespy. Motion carried. 

Deaconess Ramsay moved and Deaconess Booth seconded the motion that 
Deaconess Ruth Colby be appointed to fill out the term of Deaconess Bechtol. The 
motion was carried. 

Present at this Executive Committee meeting now were: Deaconesses Booth, 
Colby, Dietz, Ramsay and Searle. 

Election of officers was made next as follows: Chairman, Deaconess Dietz, 
Secretary, Deaconess Booz, Treasurer, Deaconess Seymour. 

The Chairman, with the advice of the Committee, appointed Deaconess John-
son and Deaconess Truesdell on a committee for gathering historical material for. 
the Order, a Chairman to be appointed later. For promotion and publicity the 
following deaconesses were appointed: Ramsay, Truesdell and Johnson, the three lay 
women to be asked being Mrs. C. P. Ladd, Mrs. Marion Wiegman and Mrs. A. Atha. 

The Chairman then reported to all deaconesses present the results of this 
Executive Committee meeting. After the Thanksgiving, the meeting adjourned. 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

Report of the Treasurer — October, 1955 

GENERAL FUNDS 

Balance on hand, August 16, 1953 (For Triennial Meeting) 	 $ 305.39' 

Receipts 
Dues - balance of 1952; 1953, 4, 5 (to Oct. 1st. 	$ 301.00 
Gifts, refunds, for postage and meetings  	56.25 

Total Receipts  	357.25 

Grand Total 	 $ 662.64 

Disbursements 

Postage 	 $ 100.46 
Printing  	158.70 
Office supplies  	33.91 
*For meetings  	338.28 

Total Disbursements 	 $ 631.35 
Oct. 15, 1955 — Balance on hand  	31.29 

Grand Total 	 $ 662.64 

* Angelican Congress, Aug. 1954, General Convention Sept., 1955. 

GIFTS FOR CENTRAL HOUSE 

No balance of funds on hand. 

Receipts 
Special gifts — New York Chapter of Deaconesses, 1955 ..$ 182.36 

From Individual  	25.00 

Total sent to Central House 	 $ 207.36 

No balance in this account, Oct. 15, 1955. 

EMERGENCY FUND 

Balance on hand, August 16, 1952 	 $ 65.00 

Receipts 
Offerings made at Boston, 1952 	 $ 365.75 
Gifts and refunds  	57.00 
For special designated purpose  	693.00 

Total Receipts 	 $1,115.75 

Grand Total 	 $1,180.75 

Disbursements 
Gifts made to Deaconesses 	 $ 150.00 
For special designated purpose  	707.72 

Total Disbursements 	 $ 857.72 
Balance on Hand Oct. 15, 1955  	323.01 

Grand Total 	  $1,180.75 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES — SPECIAL FUND 

Savings Account, The Bank for Savings, 280 Fourth Ave., N.Y.C. 

Original Deposit, Feb. 25, 1954 	 $1,432.71 

Interest on account, Oct. 1, 1955  	61.95 

Total in account, Oct. 1, 1955 	 $1,494.66 

Signed, 
Deaconess Evelyn Seymour, Treasurer. 

REPORT OF PENCE CAN COLLECTIONS 

Beginning with the autumn of 1954, I have been the collector of the Pence 
Can Fund, and the total contributed in three collections was $572.92. 

Spring collection, 1954, 25 deaconesses contributing ..$101.00 
Fall collection, 	1954, 38 deaconesses contributing 	... 129.96 

Spring collection, 1955, 40 deaconesses contributing .. 341.96 

Total 	  $572.92 

Amounts contributed ranged from $1 to $50. 
In the spring of 1955 the post card reminders stated that the money would 

be used at this time to send Deaconess Booth as our representative to General 
Convention in Honolulu, and many deaconesses enclosed notes with their contribu-
tions expressing their pleasure and satisfaction in helping this project along, and 
their happiness in having so able a representative of our Order present at the General 
Convention. 

Signed, Laura M. Knepper. 

(Later word from Deaconess Knepper states that the fall collections 
for 1955 to Oct. 13th amounted to $103.52, with 25 deaconesses 

contributing.) 

SUMMARY OF THE 
REPORT OF THE DEACONESS-IN-CHARGE 

OF THE CENTRAL HOUSE 

OCTOBER 1954 — OCTOBER 1955 

This report is to bring you up to date on all that has been accomplished at the 
Central House during the past year. It has been a year filled with much interest,. 
and also with much disappointment. Disappointment in the fact that as yet no 
young woman has offered herself for training for this life which we all know is such 
a full and happy one. 

The Purpose of the Central House is to PROVIDE TRAINING FOR WOMEN AS 
DEACONESSES AND AS A CENTER FOR DEACONESSES WORKING IN THE FIELD, 
AND AS HEADQUARTERS OF THE ORDER OF DEACONESSES OF THE CHURCH. 

The TRAINING PROGRAM is the greatest concern of all of us. During the post 
year 37 Inquiries have been received. These may be divided into the followind 
catagories: 

High School and College students 	  13 
Business and Professional women 	 .; 

between the ages of 27 - 40 	 23  
Older women 	  1 

In order to make the Vocation of Deaconess and the Training for same at the 
Central House, known throughout the Church, Deaconess Brereton and I filled many 
speaking engagements. Deaconess Brereton also attended the Convention of YoLind 
Churchmen at Carleton College in August. 
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PRINTED PUBLICITY: Deaconess Truesdell has re-edited the Picture Leaflet 
THE DEACONESSES OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

The Board of Trustees of the Central House has mapped out a fine program 
for Promotion and Publicity. They have changed the name "Associates and Spon-
sors” to that of "FRIENDS OF THE CENTRAL HOUSE." New Leaflets for the 
"FRIENDS" have been printed and you are osked to send for a supply of these 
to mail to your friends. We also suggest that you keep a supply of all the leaflets 
published on the Office of Deaconess on hand and see that the Tract Racks in 
your own church and in other churches in your Diocese are filled. 

The Second part of the Purpose of the Central House: "AS A CENTER FOR 
DEACONESSES WORKING IN THE FIELD, AND AS HEADQUARTERS FOR THE 
ORDER OF DEACONESSES OF THE CHURCH": From letters received from dea-
conesses, and from visits made to the Central House, it seems as if this part of the 
Purpose is being fulfilled. There seems to be a stronger bond between us tharr 
existed before when we had the different schools. I hope that this bond will grow 
stronger, and that you all will come to feel that the Central House is your House to 
which you can come at any time. As we get more settled into the life of the House, 
this purpose will be revealed to us more deeply. 

GENERAL CONVENTION: First, I want to thank the National Conference of 
Deaconesses for appointing me to represent them at Honolulu; to see that an Exhibit 
was set up and literature distributed. The Exhibit was in the form of Shadow boxes 
with dolls representing the work of deaconesses. It was warmly received. 

The Board of Trustees of the Central House voted at their Annual meeting in 
September to reimburse the National Conference of Deoconesses for the amount spent 
on the Exhibit at General Convention. This leaves only the Travel Expenses of the 
Deaconess-in-charge to be paid by the National Conference. The Alumnae Association 
of the New York Training School for Deaconesses also sent o gift of $200.00 toward 
the expenses at Honolulu. For these gifts we are deeply grateful. 

The two items of greatest interest to the deaconesses presented ot General 
Convention were the appointment of an Advisory Commission on the work of 
Deaconesses, ond the inclusion of the Grant for Maintenance for the Central House 
in the Budget of the General Church for the next Triennial. We are happy to report 
that both these items were passed by General Convention. 

ITEMS OF INTEREST: Deaconess Bradley has given o Credence Table for our 
Chapel in memory of her father. This table has been made by o priest in Beltsville, 
Maryland who makes Church furniture as a hobby. 

A beautiful set of chimes has been presented to the Central House by the 
Alumnae Association of the Church Training and Deaconess House of Philadelphia 
in memory of Deaconess Sanford and in honor of Deaconess Carter. 

Deaconess Bechtol has given a Silver Tea Service for the House. 

FUTURE: As I stated in the first part of my report, the Purpose of the Central 
House which is of the greatest interest to all is the TRAINING PROGRAM. While we 
know that, whether or not we have candidates for training depends to a great extent 
on the Bishops and the Clergy, we cannot stop there. We also must continue to do 
a great deal of work for the order ourselves. So often we become involved with our 
own work and we are apt to forget our responsibility to the order. For most of us, 
the door to this Life and Work was opened to us by some other person. Have we 
opened the door to anyone? Are we using the Grace of God as we should? 
• 	I am wondering if one day a week could be set aside as a Deaconess Day, when 
each one of us will lift up to God one young woman, whom we know has all the 
potentialities and possibilities for making a fine deaconess, praying that if it is 
God's Will that her heart and her ears may be opened to hear His voice. 
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We must keep ourselves alert. We must be right an aur toes. We must be "as 
modern as tomorrow." We must stop worrying about the past and what has nat 
been done, ar what used ta be, and laak ta what we must be and what we must da 
naw. We must have a "new look." Things are changing and changing fast. We 
must keep up with this change. We are working with a new generation of young 
Bishops and Clergy who are nat familiar with the life and work of a deaconess, and 
yet we have much ta offer — life dedication, devotion and discipline, plus training 

ta aid them in the work of the Church. 

Let us not sacrifice the Order and all that it can be just ta hold an to old 
traditions and cherished prejudices. Let us ga along with all that is the finest and 
best sa that we can be of the best passible use ta Our Lard and His Church. 

Edith A. Booth, 
Deacaness-in-charge 

REPORT OF THE PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN — 1952 - 1955 

1. After Triennial Meeting in Boston in 1952, tried ta get picture of Deaconess 
group ta the Church papers, but only picture was poor, and results were un-
successful. 

2. After the opening and Blessing of The Central House, articles and pictures were 
sent ta all of the Church papers. A good article was printed in The Living Church, 
and some mention in some of the other papers — results fair. 

3. Printing of stickers to make same of aur old literature up-ta-date. 

4. Printing of the Associates Prayer Card. 

5. New slides made and duplicated, of Central House and of Deaconesses at work. 
Circulation of slides during this Triennium has been mostly through Deaconesses, 
which is perhaps the mast effective way they can be used. We have naw three 
sets: "The Deaconess Story" — revised, a set stressing vacation "whither gaest 
thou?", and the set of slides an The Central House which can be used in con-
junction with either set, ar alone. 

6. The editing and printing of a new picture leaflet in time far the 1955 exhibit 
booth at General Convention. 

7. Copies of "The Deaconess Office and Ministry" with an envelope containing 
copies of the blue "Vacation of the Deaconess" and the latest picture leaflet, 
were sent by first class mail to the Libraries of all of the Seminaries of the Church. 

Mary P. Truesdell, Chairman. 

REPORT OF THE CHAPEL COMMITTEE 

This Committee came into being at the Executive Committee meetings of 1953, 
and its major work in planning and choosing equipment (from the "Dahlgren Fund") 
far the Chapel was done during 1953 - 1954. 

This report covers the year October 1954 — October 1955. 

One of the articles needed was a Credence Table. Deaconess Agnes Bradley 
asked that this might be a memorial ta her father. Then there came an offer from 
a priest of the Church, The Reverend William P. Anna, Jr. of Beltsville, Maryland 
ta make this far us. Thus we have a Credence that is beautiful and gives us places 
ta put articles, such as the Missal, and which fits nicely into our limited space, and 
is An harmony with the other furnishings, and is both the memorial ta the father of 
a Deaconess and a labor of lave from a Priest of the Church. 
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A Credence cover (with a dust cover with lace made ta match the lace frontal 
and Fair Linen) was made by Mrs. Charles Petskeyes of DoSenport, Iowa, who also 
gave a set of rolls for the linen. 

There was discussion and planning of a rail for the front row of chairs in the 
Chapel. This was made by a Cabinet maker in Sycamore. 

One of the needed articles was a set of chimes to cal to prayers and meals. 
The Alumnae of the Church Training and Deaconess House of Philadelphia made 
this their gift. The chimes have an octave of notes, so man'y hymns can be played. 

This makes the furnishing of the Chapel about coMplete, and there is no 
further need for this committee to be continued. Mary P. Truesdell, Chairman. 

THE DEACONESS RETREAT 
October 18th - 20th 1955 

The Rev. Robert E. Savage, Conductor 
Christ Church, Waukegan, Illinois 

OPENING REMARKS: 
We come here to accumulate data and listen to Gad in a special way. It is 

with us much as a pool of water. When the water is disturbed it reflects nothing 
but itself but when it is clear it reflects the blue sky above. The addresses in a 
retreat are to stimulate, evoke and perhaps to lead the meditation. A meditation is 
made by sitting, kneeling, and standing. It is a simple thing. We sit quietly, perhaps 
finding a familiar or even an unfamiliar passage of scripture, ponder until it 
reaches our inner soul, drop on our knees and talk to GOd about it. From this a 
simple resolution envolves and we stand with the resolution in our hearts and go 
bock to mingle with the world. 

A retreat is an extended meditation. Quote. Ps. 99 "rhe Lord is King be the 
people never so impatient; He sittith between the Cherubirni be the earth never so 
unquiet." 
MEDITATION ADDRESS I. ST. LUKE 11:1. 

"Lord teach us to pray." The disciples, though in daily ond almost constant 
association with our Lord, realized their lack of knowledbe of the techniques of 
prayer. 

Everyone prays at one time or another. There are many reasons why we should 
pray but only one for why we do. God the Holy Ghost induces us to act. Prayer 
calls for development, endeavor, humility and wisdom on our part. Some reasons 
that we may feel that prayer is not effective: 1. God is hot real to us. That is 
because we are not real to God. We say our prayers but we , clo not pray. We must 
learn to abandon fixed forms and talk to God in a natural and childlike way as a 
child to his natural parent. 
2. We fear that answers to prayers we might make would or could change the 
nature of the way God should act in the natural world. When God answers prayers 
he does not violate the natural laws but makes personal adjustments. This is a quote 
by Dr. Bell. The Law of Personality is introduced into the Law of Nature. Even 
though this answer may often be miraculous no law of nature has been violated. 

3. God does not answer our prayers. On certain occasions in the past God has 
answered the prayers of the people directly. He may do so still if we will listen 
for His answer. We must learn to talk to God but we must also learn to listen. 

To overcome each of the above difficulties we must first learn to say "please" 
in our private devotions, then to say "thank you" and firiatly to say, "I'm sorry." 
Cne may not be inhibited in his requests to God if his reqiiieSt is honest and sincere. 
Our thank yous can be about very ordinary everyday things and we must be sorry 
for our genuine inadequacies and realize them as sins. If we reshape our prayer 
life to fulfill these things we will receive God's love as his children and the answer 

to our prayers. 
MEDITATION II. THE ANSWER TO PRAYER. 

What is prayer? It is an elevation of the soul to Gocl ,pr a means of communi-
cation with God. Our prayers alone are not sufficient communication with Gad. 

The Jewish people understood this and looked for q 'directl answer to their 
prayers that would be a final answer to all their prayers. This was the expectation 
of a Messiah. God provided this in the form of the Second Person of the Blessed 



Trinity. "Far Gad so loved the world that He gave his only Begotten San." Our 

Lard offered in historical time and place Himself as an answer to all the prayers of 
the world. But as St. John said, "He came unto His own and His own received 
Him nat." So Jesus became the perfect prayer and the complete answer. He 
offered Himself completely without reservation as an answer to our prayers. He 
became the Perfect Answer when he arose from the dead and returned to be 
historically seen an earth. 

During His earthly mission He instituted the Sacraments, which are external 
prayers and their answers. Two Sacraments are necessary for salvation, Holy 
Baptism and the Supper of our Lard. However all seven Sacraments are necessary 
to Some for salvation. 

A child is presented for baptism with a specific prayer and this prayer is 
immediately answered by the outward administering of water and the words of the 
Blessed Trinity. Bread and wine are offered upon the altar with a prayer that they 
may became the body and blood of our risen Lord and the prayer is answered in the 
sense in which it was intended. The candidate for Confirmation prays for the 
seven fold gift of the Holy Spirit. He receives these gifts by the Laying on of Hands 
of the Bishop. A soul commits a sin after baptism. The Church offers Holy Penance 
and the candidate receives Holy Absolution. All these Sacraments are administered 
within the Body of the Church. Thus the Church also becomes a Sacrament. 

The Church itself is a Prayer offered to Gad. Each and everyone of us becomes 
an extension of the Incarnation. We are a prayer offered to Gad and an answer 
received from Him. 

Not only when you are about special business for Him but every second of 
every day, walking or sleeping. Not you only but every member of God's family, 
the Church. What is Christ's body doing at any given time? We are the answers 
to the world's prayers. Each one of us is a sacramental expression of prayer and an 
answer to that prayer. Sacraments and the Church are the prayer offered to God 
and the prayer answered by Gad. 

Reported by Deaconess Celia Brown 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF THE CENTRAL HOUSE FOR DEACONESSES 
by Gertrude Stewart 

Since the opening of the Central House for Deaconesses in Sycamore, Illinois, 
two years ago, my hope has been that I could visit it sometime and share in its 
activities. Now that dream has came true, and the realization surpasses the antici-
pation of it. The setting of the House, in spacious grounds, with many trees, in 
autumn coloring and late flowers in bloom, gave a most pleasing appearance. The 
furnishings, simple, but in goad taste and with real comfort, make the whale inside 
attractive. The chapel is particularly satisfying with its light colored furniture, 
and floor lamps with indirect lighting; and although small, is plenty large for ordinary 
uses. One felt the spirit of true devotion at each service there, and -  the truth that 
"in quietness and in confidence shall be our strength." Another asset is the nearness 
to the Diocesan Conference Center Buildings, including the large chapel, dining 
hall, several parlors, and many bed roams all joined to the Central House by a 
covered, heated passageway. The three deaconesses in residence, each with varied 
talents, supplement each other in the household duties. Each hos a turn in conduct-
ing the chapel services. The new set of chimes, (by which I was much pleased, since 
they were given by the Alumnae Association of the Church Training and Deaconess 
House of Philadelphia, as a memorial to the first two Head Deaconesses, Caroline 
H. Sanford and Clara M. Carteri—gove a clear call to warship, sometimes with a 
hymn being played on them, or for meals or Conference meetings. One great desire 
rase in all our hearts, I am sure, that soon every bedroom in the House would be 
used by a candidate for the Order of Deaconesses, while being trained there for her 
future ministry. May Gad grant our prayers for this important fulfillment of the 
purpose of the Central House. 



RESOLUTION PRESENTED TO THE 62nd ANNUAL CONVOCATION OF 
THE MISSIONARY DISTRICT OF ARliONA 

WHEREAS, Deaconess Mary Frances Word hos courogeously carried on an unselfish, 
devoted, and effective mission of love unfolding to isolated children throughout the 
state, the riches of religious education, and 
WHEREAS, she has done this from her sickbed ot St. Luke's Hospital, despite hondi-
caps that to most people seemed insurmountoble, and 
WHEREAS, she feels that she now must relinquish this burden and leave to others 
the corrying on of this work so nobly accomplished, 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED thot the Convocotion'of the Missionory District 
of Arizono extends to her our groteful oppreciation of her eors of devoted service, 
ond we osk God's richest blessings on her continuing example of potience ond 
kindly interest in ond devotion to the work of the Kingdom. 

3lit madam 
Deoconesses who have died during the Triennium 

Anna Hoff 	 October 20, 1952 
Muriel Alice Thayer 	 November 5, 1952 
Mary Louise Steiger 	 June 13, 1953 
Josephine Peterson 	 June 24, 1953 
Alice Reynolds 	 July 28, 1953 
Nettie Whitford 	 September 10, 1953 
Julia E. Boyd 	 September 26, 1953 
Adda Knox 	 October 9, 1953 
Mary T. Gadsden 	 Ociaber 19, 1953 
Helen Hill 	 January 5, 1954 
Katherine E. Wood 	 Febritory 6, 1954 
Amelia Pro pper 	 November 20, 1954 
Elizabeth Chappell 	 November 30, 1954 
Eleanor Adwen 	 March 27, 1955 

We bless Thy holy nome, 0 Lord, for these Thy servonts deported 
this life in Thy faith ond feor; beseeching Thee to grant them continuol 
growth in Thy love ond service, and give us groce s6 to follow their gbod 
exomples, that with them we moy be portokers of Thy heovenly kingdom, 
for Jesus Christ's soke. Amen. 

MESSAGE FROM THE NEW CHAIRMAN 
Deor Deaconesses: 

It was with omozement thot I found myself—so busily octing os secretory—
elected os the choirmon of the Executive Committee of the Notionol Conference of 
Deoconesses at the meeting ot Centro! House, following the election af four new 
members of your Committee. I'm not the "boby" of the Order, but I'm only two 
years and four months old os o deoconess. 

My "youth" ond inexperience in the workings a our Order coil for your 
patience ond help—help by suggestions, help by giving I:iockgrounds of problems 
in the Order, help best of oll by your proyers. Proy that I moy become, in all 
humility, empty of self ond filled with the meekness of wisdom. Pray thot our Order 
may go forword in its work, thot we moy re-owaken the Church to its responsibility 
to this 2000-yeor Vocotion for Women. 

Foithfully yours, in Our Lord, 
Edno McNeil Dietz, Deaconess 
Choirmon, Exedutive Committee 
Notionol Conference of Deoconesses 

- 



THE RETIRING FUND FOR DEACONESSES 

At the conclusion of the meeting of the National Conference of Deaconesses 
on October 20th at Central House, Sycamore, Illinois, the Corporation of the Retiring 
Fund for Deaconesses convened for business as required by its By-Lows. 

Deaconess Pauline Watts, who has been serving most devotedly as Secretary 
of the Board, had everything in readiness for the meeting although her transfer to 
the Good Shepherd Mission, Ft. Defiance, Arizona, made it impossible for her to 
attend this meeting. She has asked to be relieved of the office of secretary, although 
she will serve out her term on the Board. Her report to the Corporation in part is 
as follows: 

"The number of Beneficiaries is now fifteen. One died during the year and 
two were withdrawn as there was no longer need. The average allowance is $50 
a month, although three are receiving $100 a month because of greater need 
caused by illness. 

"The Board of Directors held a meeting on May 12, 1955, and carried on 
some business also by correspondence. On April 1, 1955, the City Bank Farmers 
Trust Company (the Custodian of the Retiring Fund) took over the sending out of 
the checks to the beneficiaries instead of having them go through the secretary's 
hands. 

"At the May meeting a Resolution Was passed to 'give grateful and heartfelt 
thanks to Mr. and Mrs. C. P. Ladd for what they are doing and have done for the 
deaconesses and for the Retiring Fund'. 

"The 1955 Leaflet, prepared by the Chicago Deaconesses, met with whole-
hearted approval, and the response from contributions has been most encouraging, 
as the Treasurer's report will show. 

"May God guide our Retiring Fund in all its activities, and may each of us 
do our part in strengthening the work of the Retiring Fund." 

MINUTES OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE MEMBERS OF THE CORPORATION 

OF THE RETIRING FUND FOR DEACONESSES 

October 20, 1955 

The members of the Corporation of the Retiring Fund for Deaconesses met at 
1:45 P.M. on Thursday, October 20th, 1955, in the Central House for Deaconesses, 
Sycamore, Illinois, following the adjourned Triennial meeting of the National Con-
ference of Deaconesses. Twenty-three deaconesses were present. 

Deaconess Gertrude Stewart, President of the Board of Directors, presided and 
opened the meeting with prayer. Deaconess Ramsay was asked to act as secretary 
pro-tem. The Report of the Secretary, Pauline Watts, was read and received with 
grateful thanks. The ;Treasurer's report was summarized by the President, showing 
a current capitol of $348,00'.00, of which $3,742.30 has been received during 
the past year. Several questions were asked as to haw much has come in through 
advertising, through individual g:f:s and through the Laywoman's Committee. 

Mrs. C. P. Ladd's report of the Laywoman's Committee was then read and 
received with thanks for her interest and work in encouraging gifts. She reported 
the appointment of several local chairmen in the various dioceses. Also, she referred 
to the new leaflet which she has sent out to some 4,000 interested friends. Not 
only does Mrs. Ladd talk about the Retiring Fund but she tells about the life and 
work of the deaconesses as well. 
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It was moved and seconded that Deaconess Helen Taylor be thanked for her 
contribution in lettering the new entries in the Memorial Book (now on exhibit in the 

gloss case at Central House.) 
Ballots were then distributed for the election of new Board members. . . . 

The three new Directors elected to serve until 1958 in Class III were Deaconesses 
Johnson, Dieterly and Ramsay. Thanks and appreciation were expressed to retiring 
Deaconesses Newbold and Stewart for their services on the Board during the post 
three years. 

Letters from the Advisors were read, including on especially encouraging one 
from Bishop Conkling. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 P.M. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Lydia Ramsay, Secretary. 

Present Officers and Members of the Board of Directors, 
Retiring Fund for Deaconesses. 

Deaconess Katharine Putnam 	 President 
Deacones Grace E. Smith 	 Vice-President 
Deaconess Lydia Ramsay 	 Secretory 

Deaconess Pauline Watts 	 Deaconess Ruth Johnson 
Deaconess Phyllis Spencer 	 Deaconess Hilda Dieterly 
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National Conference of Deaconesses of the Church 

By-Laws 

As amended in 1949 and 1952 

1. NAME. The name of this organization shall be the "National Conference of 

Deaconesses." 

2. PURPOSE. The purpose of the Conference shall be to unite the Deaconesses of 
the Church in a closer fellowship, and to take counsel together concerning 
matters pertaining to the spiritual and practical welfare of the Order. 

3. MEMBERSHIP. All Deaconesses in good standing shall be entitled to member-
ship in this Conference. 

• 
4. DUES. The dues shall be $1.00 per year, payable annually. 

5. MEETINGS. (Annual and Triennial) The Conference shall meet annually. 
During the year of General Convention, the Conference shall meet at the time 
and place of General Convention, and is to be known as the "Triennial Meet-
ing." The 'Executive Committee shall designate the time and place of other 
annual meetings. Legislaton shall be effected only at the Triennial Meeting. 

6. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. The Executive Committee shall consist of eight 
Deaconesses, four of ,whom shall be elected by ballot at each triennial meeting 
to serve for six years. No member may serve two consecutive terms. 

7. DUTIES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. The duties of the Executive Committee 
shall be to prepare for the Conference, to carry out its instructions and to act 
as a channel of cornmunicaton. It may also appoint committees at its discre-
tion. It shall have power to fill vacancies in its membership. 

8. OFFICERS. The Executive Committee shall elect from its members a Chairman 
and Secretary-Treasurer to serve three years, these officers to act both for the 
committee and for the National Conference. 

9. NOMINATION AND ELECTION. For the election of the Executive Committee, 
the chairman shall appoint a Nominating Committee of three members in the 
January preceding the National Conference. Nominations may be sent to the 
Secretary of thelExecutive Committee to be forwarded by her to the Chairman 
of the Nominating Committee up to March 1st preceding the National Confer-
ence. The Nominating Committee shall prepare a ballot containing at least 
seven names; on this they shall place any name nominated by twelve persons. 
From this ballot four shall be elected to serve an the Executive Committee for 
six years. This ballot shall be sent by mail to all Deaconesses by April 1st. 

10. AMENDMENT. These By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of those 
present by any triennial meeting, provided that the amendment has been pro-
posed at a previous meeting. 
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DIOCESAN HOUSE, 1047 Amsterdam Ave., New York 25, New York 

Dear Deaconess: 

It was my pleasure to report to the National Conference in session at The Central 
House last monththat the General Convention in Honolulu bad approved the re-estab-
lishment of the Advisory Commission and also had approved the continuation of the 
grant toward the support of The Central House for this Triennium. 

This favorable action gave impetus to the planning of the Board of Trustees of The 
Central House. We (the Trustees) have initiated efforts to do intensive publicity 
this winter beginning at the earliest possible date. I am chairman of one of the 
publicity committees - the one that is specifically charged with the preparation of 
articles for the Diocesan papers throughout the Church. These articles are to tell 
about challenging situations we Deaconesses are coping with or have experienced. Our 
aim is to present the vocation to the Deaconess life to the Clergy and to Church-
women who may thereby be led to a recognition of their true vocation and to an ul-
timate response to its call. 

There is no doubtthat you can recall several such situations in your own experience-
situations so challenging and vivid that they deserve to be told, and in the telling 
catch the imagination of those who may all unknowingly be waiting for the call to 
serve Our Lord as Deaconesses. 

This is the plan: We are enlising the aid of one or more professionally trained 
laymen to write articles from the layman's point of view using material sent me by 
Deaconesses. These articles are to be used in Diocesan papers during the coming 
winter. 

You can readily see that an immediate start must be made in order 
1. to get articles in shape for publication, and 
2. to contact the diocesan editors for space in future issues. 

WILL YOU HELP IN THIS PROJECT? 

Please 1. Write fully so as to give the professional writer as complete a picture 
of the situation as possible. It may be that your article can be used "as is." 

2. Change names and/or locale if you wish. If the latter, please let me 
know in confidence the true locale. 

3. It may be advisable to send your article about your own situation to 
dioceses far from your own, omitting publication in your own diocese. I should 
welcome your comment on this. 

4. If possible, glossy prints or negatives of action pictures. 

I am glad of this opportunity to assure you that the Trustees are keenly aware of 
their responsibility to The Central House and for the fruitful use of the House, The 
Board voted to use this type of publicity after lengthy consideration of ways and 
means of presenting our vocation to Churchwomen and to their Clergy. Favorable re-
sponse will enable our Central House to fulfill one purpose - "To provide training 
for women as Deaconesses." 

WILL YOU HELP IN THIS PROJECT? 

We, the Trustees, have done our best in  planning for the future. We need your help 
in putting the plans in effect. NO we count on your favorable response? And SOON? 

RUTH JOHNSON, Chairman 
Publicity Committee of the Board of Trustees 

of The Central House 
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November, 1956 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Dear Deaconesses: 

It is a great privilege and responsibility to 
serve as the chairman of your Executive Committee. 
The eight members of the Committee-nine with Dss. 
Booth, ex officio - have established an excellent 
record. At the spring meeting only one was absent; 
at the Annual Conference two were absent. Only 
with their co-operation and with the prayers of 
the whole Order can work be accomplished. 

We are grateful to General Convention for the 
membership assignedtothe Joint Commission on Work 
of Deaconesses. These very busy men are giving of 
their time, thought, and prayers to further the 
work of our Order.. The evidence points to the 
moving of the Holy Spirit.. Besides our prayers 
for this great movement we must promptly and 
prayerfully read and study the material sent you 
by Dss. Truesdell at the suggestion of Bishop 
Burrill and his subcommittee of the Joint Commis-
sion. Then fill out and return the questionnaire. 
(We are asked to answer yes or no, no checks.) 

Because of the expense, the Executive Commit-
tee ordered a NEWSLETTER giving notesof the Annual 
Meeting of '56 to be mimeographed and mailed out.. 
The printed DEACONESS we plan for our Triennial 
meeting. 

Begin now to make your plans for our next 
Annual Retreat and Conference - Oct. 7-11, 1957. 
You will find in it a great spiritual experience.. 

Faithfully yours, in our Lord 

Edna McNeil Dietz, Deaconess 
Chairman 
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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE of DEACONESSES 
The Central House for Deaconesses, Stcamore, Ill. 

October 11, 1956 

The meeting was called to order by the Chair-
man, Dss. Edna Dietz at 9:50 a.m., with the fol-
lowing Deaconesses present: 
Frances Affleck, W.Texas Clara Orwig, Chicago 
Edith Booth, S.W.Va. 	Ruth Parsons, Chicago 
Agnes Bradley, Chicago 	Katharine Putnam, 
Amelia Brereton, S.W,Va, 	Chicago 
Marian Brown p  Arizona 	Lydia Ramsay, New York 
Lillian Crow, Dallas 	Edna Sargent, Chicago 
Edna Dietz, W.Texas 	Clara Searle, So. Ohio 
Hildegarde Dousing, 	Evelyn Seymour, W.Mass, 

Chicago 	 Grace Smith, So.Florida 
Harriet English, So.Fla.. Mary Truesdell, Quincy 
Alice Mayer, S.W.Va.. 	Pauline Watts, Arizona 

Dss..Ramsay had the opening prayers. 
Dss. Booth introduced Betty Lank, the student 

at Central House, and announced that she will be 
Set-Apart in January 1958, D.V. 

The minutes of the Executive Committee meet-
ings held in April, and just prior to this meeting, 
were read and discussed. It was generally agreed 
that a summer conference did not seem to meet our 
needs. It was felt, though, that a longer confer-
ence at the time of the Retreat in October would 
be profitable. 

Resolutions to be sent to the folleming were 
presented and accepted: to Deaconess Booth and her 
helpers at Central House for arranging the Retreat 
and Conferences; 

to Father Turkington, 0.H.C., Conductor of 
the Retreat; 

to Dr. Yerkes, Director of Studies at the 
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Central House. 

The Report of the Treasurer, was read, with 
the proposed budget and estimated income. 

A letter was read from Dss. Knepper reporting 
on the fall ingathering of the Pence Can Offering. 
A word of appreciation was sent to her from the 
meeting. 

Dsi. Narian . Brown commented that having the 
Central House has helped much in overcoming the 
feeling of isolation for those working alone in 
distant places.. Dss..Booth announced that she is 
planning to get out a Central House News Letter. 

Dss. Affleck has completed the first year's 
work of gathering information for the Historical 
Committee, and Dss. Putnam has been asked to sort 
out and arrange the material, so that writers may 
begin their work next year. 

Greetings were read from several deaconesses 
not able to be present. Dss. Taylor sent word for 
Dss..Smith who is ill.. Dss. Simpson and Dss. Arm-
strong and Dss. Hutton were remembered. 

Dss..Booth presented her fine report of the 
Central House. 

Dss. Truesdell was then asked to present her 
paper with the questionnaire which all deaconesses 
are to receive, and are urged to fill in and re-
turn. (These were sent out in a separate mailing) 
Those present went over the papers carefully and 
there was much wholesome discussion. Dss. Booth 
and Dss..Truesdell were asked to forimlate a state-
ment to send to Bishop Burrill registering the 
feeling of those present at this meeting. 

Dss. Searle had the closing prayers.: 

The meeting adjourned at 22:30 p.m. 

Evelyn E.:Seymour 
Secretary, Pro-tern.. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

GENERAL FUNDS 
, 

Balance bla naiad, UCt. 15, 2955 
Receipts during the year 
October 1955-1956 
from dues 	 $210.00 

31.29 

Gifts-unassigned 	253.35 263.35 

Grand Total $294.64 

Disbursements during the year 
Postage, printing, 

stationery 	$ 52.39 
Auditor's Fee 	100,00 $152.39 

Balance on hand Ott.'2, 1956 142.25 

Grand Total 294.64 

PUBLICITY AND PROMOTICN 

2/3 of Pence Can offering this 
past year 211.49 

CENTRAL HOUSE 

2/3 of Pence Can offering this 
past year $101.74 

Special Gift 6.00 

Total sent to the Central House 
by the Treasurer 207.74 

EMERGENCY FUND 
Disbursement for issue of THE 
DEACONESS $107.00 

Balance in Fund, Oct. 1, 1956 637.03 744.03 
Balance on hand Oct. 15, 1955 $323.01 
Receipts (Triennial meeting 

and following) 421.02 

744.03 
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SPECIAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT 
Balance Ctt..lo, 1956 	$1,494. 66  
Interest to June 31, 1956 	32.83 
U.S.Savings Bond Balance 	23.62  
Total in Savings Account, 
October 1, 1956 	 $2,551.11 

Dss.:Evelyn T. Seymour 
Treasurer 

Proposed Budget: 

Annual Expenses: 
Postage, general expenses, paper, 

telegrams, etc. 	 $ 30.00 
Transportation, Comm. members, Guest 

speakers, etc. 	 320.00 
Discretionary Fund for Head of Central 

House ** 	 100.00* 
Publicity and Promotion Fund 	 15o.00*  

$60o.00 

* Now paid from the Pence Can Offering 
** To include an Emergency Fund 
The ANNUAL INCOME has been approiimately as fol-
lows: 

Sioo.00 from dues 
300.00 Pence Cans 
200.00  Special gifts 

$600.00 each year 
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REPORT OF THE. DEACONESS,4N-CHARGE 

To: THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE, October 11, 1956 

GREETINGS: 
Interest this year has been centered on two 

main items.: 
3.. .The entrance of our first candidate for train-
ing.. Miss Betty Lank has come to us from the Dio-
cese of Harrisburg.. She will complete her train-
ing in January, 1958. 
2. The interest created in the Order of Deaconesses 
by the Posters which were sent to all clergy in 
the Church by the Publicity Committee of the Board 
of Trustees of the Central House.. This poster was 
also used as an advertisement in the church papers.: 
Over a hundred requests for information on the 
Vocation of Deaconess have been received and they 
continue to come in.- It is interesting to note 
that it is the older woman who is seeking informa-
tion, often a woman who has been in business or a 
widow, just as the older man seems to be going 
into the ministry after several years of business.. 
The publicity will be continued during the coming 
year. Let us tell these women of the opportunities 
for service to our Lord and His Church by sharing 
with them our life, through pictures and articles.. 
Only you can provide this information.: Will you 
PLEASE send to the Deaconess-in-charge any items 
you have of interest concerning the work you are 
doing, and pictures with you as a deaconess in 
them, so that we might use them for publication in 
the church papers.. 

During the year we have received several 
gifts. The Alumnae Association of the Philadelphia 
School sent us the balance of the Fund raised for 
the Chimes in honor of Deaconess Carter and Deacon-
ess Sanford, to be used for the purchase of books, 



amounting to $393.80. The Alumnae Association of 
the New York Training School sent a gift for $250. -  
Other money gifts have come through the Pence Can 
and from individual deaconesses. .A small gas stove 
was given for an auxiliary unit for the kitchen; 
some of our Christmas money purchasedacomfortable 
chair for the common room, and an electric coffee 
maker, also a clock for the hallway. Father Heald, 
a member of the Board of Trustees of the Central 
House gave us a sofa when he moved to Vermont, and 
the Trustees of the New York Training School have 
given us books, pictures, eucharistic vestments, 
etc.., which had formerly belonged to the New York 
School.: 

Those of us who received medals from our 
schools when we were Set Apart have always treas-
ured them, so you will be happy to know that Canon 
West of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, who 
is an authority on ecclesiastical art has designed 
for the Central House a very beautiful Deaconess 
Cross which will be presented to each deaconess 
when she is Set Apart,. This will be a distinctive 
Deaconess Cross and be worn only by claconesses of 
the American Church. -  

We all have been concerned with the future of 
the Order and have felt that it was in precarious 
balance,with the uncertainty there is in the 
Church today in regard to women's work : We know, 
however, that there is an excellent chance of 
bringing the Order to its rightful place in the 
life of the Church.. We have a Joint Commission, 
and a Board of Trustees of the Central House who 
are deeply concerned with the future of the Order 
and keenly interested in every ankle of the life 
and work of deaconesses.. As we move into this new 
era in the life of the Order in the life of the 
Church there may be changes and opportunities for 
service we never dreamed of which we will have to 
face if we are to make the Order one of God's 

'7 



instruments in this modern worla. We cannot be 
complacent. We must be a dynamic Order, one which 
will challenge the women of this new generation 
and restore this vocation to the place of honor 
and prestige which it held in the early Church. 

An editorial by Bishop Penick in one of the 
church papers this spring carried a thought which 
I feel applies to us as well as the situation which 
he was discussing: In talking about the various 
changes that are taking place in the world, which 
we as Christians must face if we are to grow, he 
said: "New revelations of Christian truth which 
God gives us from time to time must not be shrunken 
or diluted to fit outworn and obsolete containers 
but new forms must be provided to accommodate new 
discoveries of man as he continues to progress." 

We, the Deaconesses of the Church, must be 
ready to move on with this progress. Let us keep 
perselves alert, mentally and spiritually, so that 
we will be ready to take our place and face any 
new demands the Church places on us as Deaconesses 
in the Church of God. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Edith A. Booth 

Deaconess-in-charge 
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DEACONESS RETREAT - October 9-11 

BOOK IS.  MTH 

In the first book of the Old Testament we are 
impressed with blood and thunder of God - man's 
nothingness, war, death, and disaster.. 

Then comes the lovely book of Ruth - a love 
story of a simple people, of daybyday activities. 

It is a story of Ruth who leaves her country, 
her people, and her gods. She left all to live 
with the Hebrews and become one:of them.: Through 
her the history of the Jewish race is changed.  God 
chose Ruth, and Ruth responded to His call. Ruth 
the outcast - the one who had worshipped idols - 
becomes the ancestor of our Blessed Lord Himself.. 

We can see the whole host of heaven as she 
says: "Intreat me not t9ileave Thee." 

She places herself in God's hand to carry out 
His purpose for all peoqie, for all mankind. 

Let us think of our own vocation. Let us 
recollect - God chose us. The seed was put in our 
hearts by God Himself. -  God put a thought in our 
minds "I will." He has called us to serve Him - 
just as He called Ruth on the road to Bethlehem.. 

Recall the past year - the many times we have 
failed in that vocation: the sins that havecome 
before us, the things we have left undone, our 
luke warmness. Let us be honest with ourselves, 
with Him.. Let us ask His forgiveness. Let us re-
new that promise we made in our vocation. Let us 
be guided by Him, sustained by His love.. Let us 
think of St. Andrew and St.. John as they see Him 
walking by "Where do you live?" "Come and see 
Let us experience their joy as we say once more 
"Thy will be done." 
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Last evening we thought of God's call and our 
response,. In His choice n. each of us He has asked 
co-operation. We have offended Him. We have sins 
of omission and commission. We are to ask Him to 
renew in us a fervor in our vocation, that He will 
go with us this year His thoughts in our minds, 
our hand in His hand, His love in our hearts. 
Ruth called by God to bring about His plan Of 
Redemption. She surrendered her will to God. 

Fifth Chapter of the Book of Esther: 
The Jewish people still keep the feast of 

Esther.. In the Book of Ruth the story concerned 
individuals. In Esther the story concerns the 
crowds.. It is in a Far Eastern setting.. The king 
is on his throne - there is much ceremony - all 
people were allowed to ask a request of the king - 
women were not allowed in the ccurt without per-
mission, Esther without the king's knowledge 
enters the court - the king's love saves Esther. 
Esther is the Jewish maiden who has won the king's 
heart. She touches the king's golden scepter - he 
accepts her request to dine with her and Haman. 
The king hears of a plot to kill Esther and her 
people.. Esther risks her life and stands out in 
the history of religion as one who in the greatest of 
odds, at the risk of her life, asks for others. 

The most important work in the life of one 
called to a vocation is the work of Prayer.. Any 
well-trained man or woman can be a worker - but 
our dedication, our gift of life means being.. As 
we have so little time for prayer we must turn out 
hearts to Him.. In morning and evening quiet time, 
meditation, intercession, and time given to God as 
He gives us the opportunity.. Prayer must be the 
very center of our life to receive strength and 
comfort to carry out the work He has called us to 
do. 

Obedience is the very essence of the Christian 
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life - at Baptism we are asked to renounce the 
wprld, the flesh and the devil and to continue 
God's faithful soldier and servant unto our life's 
end.. 

To be good soldiers of our Lord we must first 
learn obedience.. A servant is one who obeys his 
master. We must be other Christ's - those in whom 
others see Christ - others Olo will come and know 
and see Him.. We must serve Him in our Prayer Life.. 
The most important times of our lives are in the 
moments of Prayer. -  

God calls us as He called Ruth and Esther. 
We are to be intercessors. As we stand between 
God and the people, He would have us love Him - 
those who are in need, those who do not care.. We 
not only bring them to know God, but we are all 
drawn together in His fellowship.. 

We must ask God to speak to us so we may come 
into His presence by our example and by interces-
sion to win others to His love and grace.. St. 
Paul calls himself "the servant of Christ." "The 
slave of Christ" - St. Paul's will was one in 
Christ. 

Women in the Old Testament were called to do 
God's will - handmaids of God. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary-Acts of the Apostles 
2:14. -  

What does she mean to us as a member of the 
Anglican Communion? The Roman Catholic Church has 
lost the humanity of Jesus. They have elevated her 
to a position He alone can hold. We must pray 
that men may know that Jesus is God. -  The Protes-
tants only think of St.Mary around Christmas time. 
This is also a lack of knowledge of Jesus our 
Saviour. -  They believe He is the best of a human 
character. He becomes a great example.. God has 
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given to us the great truth of what He did for us 
men and for our salvation in our Lord Jesus Christ. -  

We have continued to honor the Mother of our 
Lord in such a way.. We give her honor in what she 
is and in her obedience permitting God to do His 
will through her.. A young Jewish woman as seen in 
Holy Scripture, Mary of Nazareth, although she was 
poor, she was proud of being of the line of David.. 
Her home was a home of prayer. She knew the his-
tory of her people. She sang the Psalms of her 
people in her daily life.. 

The Angel comes to her and tells her she is 
full of grace. God has chosen her to be the mother 
of our Lord. The whole creation waits as Mary 
says "Be it unto me according to thy word." 

"Jesus was God's greatest gift to men.. Man's 
greatest gift to God - mother of Christ." Through 
her obedience God was able to project Himself and 
become man for us and for our salvation.. We see 
Mary - wise men, temple and marriage feast, His 
public ministry and danger - the Cross. The upper 
room with the disciples awaiting for the promise 
of the Holy Spirit to those He loved the most. -  
Mary is there no longer just a mother - but a dis-
ciple - no longer giving obedience to the unknown, 
her son - her Lord and Saviour. She is here in 
continual humble obedience waiting the will of 
God. -  Our loving obedience must be more and more 
like the Blessed Mother.. 

"Be it unto me according to thy word" - thy 
will be done on our lips and in our hearts. If we 
do the will of God - we must know the word of God 
through our prayers, our communions, and in serving 
Him. Whenever we pray God asks our obedience - 
and He asks us to do His will.. We learn of God's 
purpose for us -we recall our vocation-recollect 
our vows in Baptism and Confirmation.. 

Fill our hearts with the love of God that we 
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- like His servant Mary of Nazareth - the love of 
God shall also fill our hearts and minds.. 
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NEWSLETTER 

November, 1957 

National Conference of Deaconesses 



MESSAGE FROM TUE. CHAIRMAN .  

Dear Deaioneises:- 

As you know, because of personal- illness, I 
was unable to attend the National Conference. This 
was the first.meeting I failed to attend since I 
was Set Apart. Deaconeas Searle ha 4 been asked to 
preside, but she was calleC1 away because of illness 
in her family.: So our efficient and beloved Dea-
coness Booth stepped in and conducted- the meetings. 
The agenda had been madeand from tint excellent 
minutes I have received from'iDeitconess Booz all 

- points were acted upon. 

Those of you ,who attended received, great, in-
spiration from our two scheduled speakers and from 
Fr. Yerkee.: I am deeply grateful to those who 
made the days at Cent-Jai House' So pleasant and 
profitable for you all. -  • ' 

• Now, let us each one begin to make our plans 
to attend the important legislative meeting of our 
National Conference at General Convention.on Oct.• 
4, 1958, at Miami Beach, Fla. There will be several 
important matters for our consideration. 

Even now, I ask your continued prayers for 
your Executive Committee that they may be guided 
by the Holy Spirit in all the plans for the trien-
nial meetiig of your National Conference.: 

Faithfully lours, in our Lord, 

Edna McNeil Dietz, Deaconess 
Chairman 



HrGHLIGHTS FROM THE •MINUTES...*.. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: October 7, 2957 
Present: Deaconesses English, Booth, Colby, Boos, 

and Ramsay 
Discussion of.leeting to be.110.4.next year at 

Miami Beach, Florida.- 	•, 
All deaconesses are asked to write-to-Deaconess 
Booth as soon as'possible as 16 whether they will 
need hospitality:- 	 - 	 - 
Decided that the Offering Envelopes for the Trien-
nial Meeting be marked for THE-BETIRING FUND; and 
the NATIONAL CONFERENCE.. 	' 
All matters pertatining to publicity at General 
Convention to be handled by Central House. 
Newsletter to be sent out after these meetings and 
retreat. -  ' 	 . 	„- 

Deaconess Putnam asked to continue her work as 
Historian for another year.- 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE MEETING: October 7, 2957, 
voo P.M. 	 - 

•Present: Deaconesses Affleck, Braditcy, Booth, 
Brereton, Booz, Colby,:  Dawson, Dieterly, 
Dousing, English, Ruth ilohnvon, Orwig, 
Parsons, Putnam, Ramsay, Sargent, Grace 

-Smith, Truesdell, Watts.: 
Betty Lank, Senior, aud-Marie Scott, - Junior, stu-
dents, were introduced to the) group.:' Dss.-Eleanor 
Smith was presented on Tuesday; Oct. 8. 

After prayers, led by Dss.: Colby, Dss. 'Booth 
introduced Dr. Yerkes Who spoke on the history of 
the Order. 

- 
Minutes of last year's meeting read, amended, 

and accepted.: Treasurer's report read and accepted. 
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Pence Cans report read, including a request from 
Dss..Hnepper to be relieved of these duties. -  

Dss. Putnam made the following report as a 
result of her work this past yearon the historical 
material: 
'co Deaconess living at th!e present time (20/2/57) 
aoo Deaconess deceased 
39 Deaconess resigned, in Sisterhoods, or lost 

359 Deaconess grand total of all Deaconesses in the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. 

Dss..Baoth presented her report on her work 
at the Central House.. 

Dss. Johnson reported that of the 95 question-
naires sent out last year by Bss.. Truesdell to the 
deaconesses, 65 were returned.: The majority con-
sidered that they had been ordained to the Order.. 

Suggestions concerning legislative matters to 
be considered at the Triennial meeting may be sent 
to members of the Executive Committee or to Dssa .  
Booth at the Central House.. 

The setting up of .a Hospitality Fund to be 
used for entertaining foreign aeaconesses visiting 
in this country, was discussed and referred to the 
budget committee.: It was suggested that when there 
was a visiting Deaconess in the country, all dea-
conesses be given an opportunity to contribute to-
ward her hospitality.. 

The new Book of Devotions of English Deacon-
esses was mentioned - price 65t or 75t available 
from the Central House. 

Resolutions: to Fr. Pederson, S.S.J.E.; rev. 
Jules Moreau; Dss. Booth and those at the Central 
House; Dr.. Yerkes; Trustees of the Central House; 
and Dss, Brereton.. --written by E.E. Seymour, from 

full minutes taken by Dss, - Hooz, Secretary.. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER , October 1, 1957 

GENERAL FUNDS 

Balance on hand, Ctt.2,2956 	$242.25 
Receipts during the year — . 

from dues 	 $75,5o 
Gifts to the General 

Fund 	 38.00  
Total Receipts 	213,50 

0 -- 0255.75 

Disbursements during the year 
Postage 	 $21.32 
Mimeographing 	 8.38 
Multilithing 	 24.00 
Express charges, 
Historical material 	6.72 

Telegrams sent Ctt.'56 3.o3 
Total Disburseveats 	$ 5344 

Balance On hand, Gct• 1,295 7 202.31 
-$255.75 

SPECIALS: Balances on hand as no 
disbursements have been made 
Receipts: or Scholarship Fund $ 5.0o 

Unassigned Funds 	264.00 

PENCE CAN OFFERINGS • 
Receipts: Oct.: 1956 	$276.55 

Jan. 1957 	 3.00 
June 2957 	 236.53 

Total 	 $326.08 
213 of this sent to Central House 
213 for Publicity and Promotion 



PUBLICITY and PROMOTION 
Balance on hand Oct. 1. 1956 	$21149 
Receipts, as noted above 	208.72 

Total 	 $ 420.21 

Disbursements: 
Printing 	 $20o.00 
Balance on hand Oct.1,1957 	220.21 

--- Total 	 $ 402.21 

EMERGENCY FUND: No receipts, 
120 disbursements 	 637.03 

SPECIAL SAYINGS ACCOUNT: 
Balance in account, Oct.2,1956 	$1,552.11 
Interest. added (July 2, 2956 to 
Oct. 1, 1957 	 59.93  _ 

Balance in account, Oct. J., 2957 	$1,612.% 

Respectfully submitted, 

Evelyn E. Seymour, Deaconess 
Treasurer 

LAST MINUTE NOTES: 

Dss.: Massey reported greatly improved.: 

Dorothy Dowling in Emergency Hospital 
Washington D.C., "with a rather rugged case of 
pneumonia" postal dated Nov. 4. 



IMPRESSIONS 1957 

- Although most deaconesses live scattered, .far 
from one another, since the Central House has been 

, established, none has been allowed to think, "I 
have watched, and am even as it were A sparrow, 
that sitteth alone on the housetop.' For four and 
a half years I had not seen another deaconess, and 
yet it has seemed more and more as time went on, 
that a warm cordial hand has been stretching forth, 
and an affectionate arm reaching out to draw even 
the farthest intoaspecialapiritual family circle.. 
Intimate messages have reached us, items of.news 
from individual deacorecsses, and announcements of 
vital interest. • Best of all, have been the devo-
tional leaflets for intercessions thanksgivings, 

' and inspiration.- The approach of 
intercessions, 

	found 
each one prepared. -  We were not Merely asked, not 
just invited but WANTED. That brought thrill NO.1 

. and Conference went into furlaugh plans. -  
While in the. queue at the ticket window of 

the railway station in Chicago, a cluster of fig-
ures appearedin the distance in unmistakable veils 
and cloaks.: Rims and faces. still unfamiliar, but 
smiling. -  They waved at me. -  I waved at them.: And 
soon ten of us were on the train together:. At 
deKalb-the Central House Deacomcsses Trief -iii:7There 
was a seat in a car waiting for each one.: At Cen-
tral House itself there wasaplace ready for every 

• deaconess, as comfortable and ascheery within 
doors as the sunshine was outside.. A letter of 
welcome was in eachroom, "This is your Home and 
we want you to be completely happy here." Thrill 
No.n, Each INCLUDED... 

Conference began with agenda carefully pre-
pared, the meetingswell presided over, yet all 
with ease and intimacy.- No cold formalities here. 
This was OUR business, these OUR problems, OUR de- 
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cisions, OUR responsibilitieo. Every repOrt was 
offered with willingness, enthusiasm, and joy, 
And each one showed a grand job-well done by one 
or another self-sacrificing deaconess.: The results 
belonged to us all.. 

In the middle of the conference came the re-
treat, OIJRI retreat. -  The message for US, for ME.. 
Lift up your heart in praise.-- Come close to God. 
-- Hold a vision of Him. In deep and selfless 
worship. -- Then go forth, bear witness to Christ, 
even in a hostile world. Those meditations touched 
a need, OUR need, MY need. -  I BELONGED here.. In 
this group.. I must appropriate its depth, be 
stirred by its inspiration and carry away the 
courage it will take, for "Ye have not chosen me, 
but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit." I felt as never 
before I BELONG among those sent, "Go ye." 

And again in BH.- Moreau's lecture, he spread 
out his magnificent erudition for us to use in 
disentangling the ccnfusion brought about by both 
lower and higher criticism in our thoughts, and in 
clarifying the purpose and emphasizing the core of 
tbe Scripture. God revealed -His-activity in the 
Person of Christ, and through the Holy Spirit in 
His Church.. I needed that discourse. I BELONGED 
right there. 

And further, in prayer time, in the Holy Com-
munion, in free intercourse with other deaccnesses, 
in our mill) sharing, in hearing of absent ones, 
and in remembering those gone on, as well as in 
informal fellowship of meals there was again and 
again that sense of BELONGING. 

Surely every one of us holds dear her call, 
her deepest decisions, her ordination, and her 
work, but besides thee has now come as never be-
fore the impression of BELONGING to the ORDER of 
Deaconesses.. 

7 



• 	 Friday evenisg came. Conference was over,- 
le read Psalm 138:- "If I take the wings of the 
InCrning, and remain ft the uttermOst parts of the 
sea; even there also shall thy hand lead me, and 
thy right hand shall hold me." 

They asked me to write my impressions. The 
Psalmist sums it all up neatly: "This is the 
Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes." 

Mary E. S. Dawson, Deaconess 

SUMMARY OF THE REPORT OF THE DEACONESS-IN-CUARGE 
TO THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

October 7, 1957 

It is with great joy I welcome you to the 
Central House, realizing that the House is becoming 
more and more the Center for our Order. This year 
we have twenty "repeaters" and two for whom this 
is their first visit. May they carry happy memo-
ries and rith inspiration home with them. 

This past year many of our deaconesses have 
entered Paradise. Mabel Adams, Bertha Butts, Clara 
Carter, Elizabeth Boorman, Clara Simpson, Caroline 
Nosier, Ethel Spencer, and Maria Williams. All 
these women left deep impressions on the lives of 
those with whom they worked, and made rich contri-
butions to the work of the Church.- The friends of 
Deaconess Williams have created a Schalarship Fund 
in her memory to be used to train another young 
woman to serve the Church as a deaconess.. To date 
this fund amounts to $936.00. 

Concerning the Training program, Betty Lank 
our "Senior" Candidate is filled with awe and ex-
citement as the time for her canonicals draws near. 
These will be given in December and she will be 
Set Apart (1).V.) in the Cathedral in Harrisburg in 

8 



January. MarieScott, our "Junior" comes from the 
Diocese of Massachusetts. She is a most valoctole 
addition to the Household, is deeply spiritual and 
has a wonderful sense of humor! 

The deaooness members of our household have 
been Carrying on as usual. -  Deacouess Dousing is 
equally capable at preparing the meals, or leading 
or playing for a service.: Deaconess Brereton,the 
instructor 01 Christian Education learned much 
from her refresher:course at :Hartford this summer.: 
She also has charge of the Field Work for the Stu-
dents.- She and Marie Scott teach •:t Mooseheart 
every 'Monday, and Betty Lank has charge of the 
Kindergarten on Sundays at the ParistrChurch.: 
Betty Lank spent three very profitable weeks with 
the Chicago City MissionsDebcohesses, visiting 
with them in the State and County institutions. -  
She also spent a weekend observing at St.- Mark's, 
Evanston, 111.4 when Deaconess Bradley was the 
Director of Christian Education there.: 

Two women have visited the house to learn of 
the Vocation of Deaconess. 

We could not speak of our training program 
without paying tribute to our Director'of .  Studies, 
Drs. Yerkes. -  His wise counsel and spiritual help 
are what make it possible for us to go on with 
gallant and high-hearted happiness. 

The effort to make the Order known is con-
stantly before us. • It seems as if rins of liter-
ature have gone out from the Central House this 
year. -  Hundreds of pamphlets were sent to all 
Spring Diocesan meetings of the Woman's Auxiliary 
and to sixty-five summer conferences.: Six thou-
sand, four hundredand seventy-nine (6,479) posters 
with an accompanying letter were stnfied, licked, 
and stamped and sent to the bishcps and other 
clergy in September.: Bequests are now coming in 
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as a result of this poster for literature for 
tract racks and from women interested in knowing 
more about the life and work of a deaconess.: 

The Board of Trustees of the Central House is 
firmly and strongly behind us, bearing much of the 
expense of printing and mailing. 

During the year we have spoken to Parish Aux-
iliaries in Milwaukee, Illinois, and Indiana, and 
at all the district meetings in the Dioceses of 
Iowa, Erie, and Vermont. 

Throughout the tour years our House has been 
open and in operation there has been a real sense 
of the strengthening of our roots. Much spade work 
had to be done, and still has to be done in the 
form of publicity and promotion, but there is a 
feeling of understanding and friendliness develop-
ing.- It takes a long time, and we are often im-
patient. Dr. Yerkes keeps reminding us that it 
takes 75 years to make an Oak Tree! The important 
thingis that we develop strong roots at this time, 
roots that will carry us through many generations 
to come.. 

Now we are beginning our fifth year. How 
much has happened. In Boston in 2952 we had no 
place we could call "ours.' We did not know what 
the next step would be. -  Now the House is firmly 
established; two fine young women are in training; 
more people are becoming more interested and aware 
of the contribution deaconesses have to make in 
the life of the Church. 

One of the dreams in 1952 was that some day 
there would be a Central House Cross, a cross that 
WAS for the Deaconess Order alone. -  This too, has 
finally become a reality', The cross, designed by 
Canon West of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine 
in New York, who is an expert in liturgical art, 
and nationally known for his beautiful work in 
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designing, is a beautiful piece of work. Be spent 
much time and thought in its creation.. It is a 
Greek Cross surmounting an orb, with the Chi Rho 
in the center and surrounded by an unbroken band 
around the outer edge. Diakonia in Greek letters 
is inscribed in each arm symbolizing the fact that 
all service emanates from Christ and continues 
without start or finish, surmounting and giving 
meaning to the world. - This cross will be given to 
each candidate when she is set apart, and may be 
worn by any other deaconess who wishes to buy one 
for her own use. The cost of the cross is $2o.00. 

On Tuesday, October 8, at the service of Eve-
ning Prayer, Dr. Yerkes will have the service of 
Blessing and Bestowal of the Cross to those 4ea-
conesses who wish to receiveone at this time. 

It has been a real privilege and joy to be at 
the Central House during these early days. There 
have been frightening days, disappointing days, 
and gloriously happy days as we haw,  tried to do 
what God would have us to do. May we continue to 
advance and make our Order the rich, strong force 
it can be in the Church today. 

lbepectfully submitted, 

Edith A. Booth 
Deaconess-in-charge 

THE INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS 

Text: Hosea a:24 "1 will lure her and bring her 
into the wilderness, and speak comfortably 
with her.." 

As we atart the Ietreat,wemust ask ourselves 
what the Betreat means to us. There are those who 
make a Retreat unwillingly, those who merely make 
the Retreat, and those who maketheRetreat beeiligE 



they desirer to do so for spiritual advancement. 
We muVrairsider three things ,as we start: (i) 
what the Retreat is, (2) why make it, (3) bow make 
it well. -  

The Retreat is a privilege.: The Holy Ghost 
is saying, "I will lure her .  and bring her into the 
wilderness,_ and speak comfortably with her." In 
the Retreat the treasury of heaven is thrown open 
to us. If we go away empty handed, it is our own 
fault.- The Retreat is.a personal invitation from 
our Lord to turn from sin, to advance on the way 
to perlection.• "Be ye therefore perfect" is our 
Lord's injunction to us. 

Why make a Retreat? It is an obligation im-
posed upon us. Having been set apart, we must be 
obedient to God's demands. The yearly Retreat is 
a matter between the deaconess and God, an obliga-
tion.- We must recognize it as a personal, deep-
down need. -  The Retreat is a spiritual renovation. 

We must make it earnestly. Generosity of 
soul is needed to make a good Retreat. -  We are here 
to clean up the garden of our souls. There must 
be no hidden litter. A thorough, truthful, self-
examination is necessary. The work of a Retreat 
is a thorough, critical study of our past life. 
Reform, improvement, advancement  are absolutely 
necessary to a good Oetreat. 

The Thrte Meditations 

General subject: The Praise of God 
1.%The text:" St. Luke 19:4o "I tell you that if 

these shall hold their peace, the 
very stones shall cry out." 

Father Pederson began with a reference to and 
a quotation from Brother Lawrence's The Practice 
of the Presence of God. Then be asked, Why can 
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A SCHOLAR AMESSES US 

Ahf The assignment to review Professor 
Moreau's lecttre....1 

Twenty or: more deaconesses sat in lecture-room 
formation, notebooks opened and pencils poised, 
falling easilY into the lecturer-student relation-
ship of decades ago. -  Pencils scratched jotting 
down the lecturer as being "The Rev. Jules L. 
Moreau, Assistant Pthfessor of New lbstament Lit-
erature and-  Languages at Seabury-Western.," Pencils 
further scribbled the titleof the lecture "Modern 
Biblical Study beyond and around Biblical +Criti-
cism" (according to notes transcribed from rusty 
self-taught shorthand).. 

Presently the pencils stopped, moving only 
sporadically to jot down a note or two.. Why? Be-
cause we were spellbound. Here was not only a 
scholar, but a scholar who had the phenomenal abil-
ity to hold us transfixed.. The spell was broken 
only when the lecturer himself called fora break - 
the tta.ditional mid-morning classroom breather. 
This reviewer joined the chorus of "Oh, oh, I 
haven't any notes!" "How review THIS lecture!" 
etc.: With sympathetic understanding Professor 
Moreau graciously offered to loan his manuscript 
with the suggestion that the concluding paragraph 
be copied as a resume. 

Professor Moreau reviewed the field of Bibli-
cal studies showing how research progressed from 
lower or textual criticism which asks "What do the 
documents say?" into higher or literary and source 
criticism i.Tquiring subjective, judgment to show 
how the sources multiplied and the four Gospels 
emerged. Today, competent scholars are developing 
a third area of Biblical criticism - historical 
criticism.- New Testament historical criticism, 
for example, is concerned with the viewpointi the 
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find yonrself." In our setting apart service we 
are designated to do just this. Our existence is 
to praise God and through Jesus Christ We accom-
plish the' aim of our existence. "Grant, 0 most 
merciful Father, for: his sake, that we may here-
after live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to 
the glory of thy holy Name." 

3.: Text: St. john 15:8; 16:13; & 25:27 "Herein is 
my Father glorified that ye bear much 
fruit" and "Howbeit He shall guide you in 
all truth," and "Ye also shall bear wit- 
ness.' 

Jesus said to the apostles, "Ye shall also 
bear witness.' Peter foundthatin our own strength 
we cannot do it. The power to do it is the fruit 
of the spirit.. Capacity to do it we cannot have 
by nature, but by baptism, by Holy Communion, by 
absolution,andby lifelong devotion to the Church. 
We of the Deaconess Order are, in a very particular 
way, called to wtitness. We, too, meet failure 
where there is no faith. -  His final witness for 
the glory of His Father was His suffering. What 
is true of Him is true of His Church. We must not 
be discouraged if there seems no open door:. Where 
we find hostility all we can do is to witness in 
silent suffering. Our Lord's last day was followed 
by the glories of Easter and Whitsuntide.: We must 
have our Jerusalm, our last week.. We are called 
to witness, to show by our patiacce and conviction 
whalieve. -  Hostility is a way of testing 
the validity of our religion.. &member "Ye did 
not choose me but I chose you, and ordained you 
that you should go and bring forth fruit," and 
again, "If the world hate you, you know that it 
hated me before it hated you. -  You shall bear wit-
ness because you have been with me.° Giving of 
witness is the end of life.:--(Pauline E. Watts, 
Deaconess) 
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A SCHOLAR ADDRESSES US 

Ah! The assignment to review Professor 
Moreau's lecture,,.! 	- 

Twenty or: more deaconesses sat in lecture-room 
konnation, notebooks opened and pencils poised, 
falling easily into the lecturer-student relation-
ship of decades ago. -  Pencils scratched jotting 
down the lecturer as being "The Rev. Jules L. 
Moreau, Assistant Prbfessor of New Testament Lit-
erature and Languages at Seabury-Western.:" Pencils 
further scribbled the titleof the lecture, "Modern 
Biblical Study beyond and around Biblical Oriti-
cism" !according to notes transcribed from rusty 
self-taught short)tand). -  

Pretently the pencils stopped, moving only 
sporadically to jot down a note or two. Why? Be-
cause we were spellbound. Here was not only a 
scholar, but a scholar who had the phenomenal abil-
ity to hold us transfixed.- The spell was broken 
only when the lecturer himself called fora break - 
the ttaditional mid-morning classroom breather. 
This reviewer joined the chorus of "Oh, oh, I 
haven't any notes!" glow review THIS lecture!" 
etc.: With sympathetic understanding Professor 
Moreau graciously offered to loan his manuscript 
with the suggestion that the concluding paragraph 
be copied as a resume. 

Professor Moreau reviewed the field of Bibli-
cal studies showing how research progressed from 
lower or textual criticism which asks "What do the 
documents say?" into higher or literary and source 
criticism Wiluiring subjective, judgment to show 
how, the sources multiplied and the four Gospels 
emerged. Today, competent scholars are developing 
a third area of Biblical criticism - historical 
criticism.- New Testament historical criticism, 
for example, is concerned with the viewpoint, the 
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meaning of what was preached by the early Church. 
Its method follows that of arch.eology, - making 
decisions as to the past based on uncovered evi-
dence of ancient cities.. 

The historical critic (11.:ofessor Moreau so 
describes himself) must scmehow relive first cen-
tury Christianity; how did the Good News bit the 
first century world? The historical critic tries 
to discover, to understand the real essence of the 
New Testament that the Covenant of Israel with 
God was understood by thicFathers of the Church 
when they called the Church the "New Israel"; that 
this historical person, Jesus of Nazareth, became 
uniquely the person of Christ. Out of this was 
formulated the doctrine of the Trinity: the Father 
as Yahweh; the Father sent the Son to the New 
Israel;theFather sent the Holy Spirit effectively 
to fill the community of faith, - the Church. - 

The following is the concluding paragraph of 
Professor Moreau's manuscript, addressed to his 
seminarians: 

By way of finale, it can be saIld that in the 
coming three years you will begin from an intimate 
knowledge of the actual contents of Holy Scripture, 
that is within the Bible itself; through the study 
of Biblical languages historical background, and 
the disciplines of critical study, you wilt be led 
on to an apprehension of the meaning of the faith 
confessed by the living worshipping community that 
knows the God who is Jesus Christ came into the 
world revealing Himself and giving Himself 'for us 
men and for our salvation.' In the context of a 
worshipping ccmmunIty you will learn to fear no 
knowledge, being upheld by the conviction that in 
this community we Call the Church we are dedicated 
to the furtherance of the purpose of God Himself 
to whom we have made the complete surrender of 
ourselves in order that all that we are and all 
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. 	. 
that we have may be employed to the greeter glory 
Of Himwho is the source of it alt. As we learn 
more of God we learn tc know Him more, thereby be-
Owing 'partakers of the inheritance of the saints 
in light„A 'chosen vesselst . of God's illuminating 
grace, wItnessestCand sharers in God's redemptive 
power and love. . . 

Professor Moreau made some suggestions as to 
follow-up reading: - 
1.- C. H. Dodd, APostolic Preaching, Harper, $1.5o 
a. Paul S. Minear, Eyes. of _Faith, Westminster, 

$3.50 
3. -  Subscription to Studies. in Biblical Theology 

tAllensoni offering two or three issues annually 
such as: 
G. Ernest Wright, God Who Acts. Allenson, 
paper $2.50 
G. Ernest Wright, Old Testament Against Its. 
Environment, All enson , paper $1 . SO 
Floyd V. Filson, Yew Testament Against Its 
Environment, Allenson, paper $2.o 

A(.- Lionel S. Thornton Revelation and the Modern 
World: Form of the :Servant (in three volumes) 

P.S. Don't fail to avail yourself of any opportun-
ity—to-Tar Professor Moreau lecture! 

MUth Johnson 

REMIT OF 'HISTORIAN" 

The task assigned by the Conference last year 
was to gather all reccrds and materials concerning 
deaconesses and the deaconess order from various 
parts of the country and to sort and file them in 
Central House so that they might be readily avail-
able for reference. To do this, the help of 
several deaconesses was enlisted and thanks and 
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appreciation are hereby extended: to Deaconesses 
Beth Johnson, Lydia Ramsay, and Mary West for the 
materials sent from New York, and to Deaconesses 
Affleck, Truesdell, and Knepper for the materials 
which they supplied, as well as to Deaconess Wilson 
for sending Deaconess Helen Ftller's files land 
the much needed three drawer filing cabinet which 
now contains our records).: Deaconess Booth has 
also helped during the many visits made to Central 
House for work during the year 

What has been dene: A folder has been made 
for every deaconess, living or departed, on whom 
we have any information at all, if only an obituary 
notice or an old photograph. All known deaconesses 
have a RECORD CARD in a file begun many years ago 
in /lbw York and kept uptodate by Deaconess Johnson, 
and now at Central House. All clippings and news-
paper items are filed in appropriate. folders,. 
Deaconesses unknown to us have been located in 
going over the file of the Philadelphia school 
NEWSLETTER kindly supplied by Miss Ethel Springefr, 
The aid of all deaconesses is requested in giving 
any further information about other deaconesses.: 
Our total of all past and present deaconesses of 
the American Church is 359, of which ado art de-
ceased, 39 list (resigned, married, or in sister-
hoods) and 200 living, 6o of which are retired. 

Much further: work remains to be done in sort-
ing the materials on Confecence records, Commis-
sions, Canons, Training Schools, etc. A study 
might also be made of the fields of work in which 
deaconesses are and have been mgaged.- One person 
should be able to keep up the files and do this 
sorting gradually, and much more inforkation may 
come to light in process.: 

Respectfully submitted, 
Katharine Putnam, 
Deaconess 
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Following the adjournment of the meeting of 
the National Conference of Deaconesses, there was 
a perked -of "Sharing,:". .During ,this• tilne each 
deaconess present was ,introduced- and...spoke :bristly 
of thee work she was doing.: . .• 

• .Frances. Affleck, retired, ,brought news of Deaconess 
- Spencer:is last mission, a,nd of - -the prpgress of our 
- -Chairman, Edna Dietz, whe -  is ill in tire hospital 

Agnes Bradley has resigned her position ''at 
Mark's Evanston-,. Ill.-, in order to be nearer to 
her moiler in New 'York.-  

The rest of the afternoon was devoted to Man' 
. Dawson and the story of her work it the Missien of 

St. ,Francis of Assisi, Upi, Mindanao, P.I. First 
she brought us greetings. from the deaaonesSes,whom 
she had visited during her furlough. Then she 
started her talk with tire following text: "In 'Nis 
Hand are all the corners of the earth."' Upi is 
indeed a far corner of the fa..r .-thi She 'first vis-
ited there as .a refugee in 1928, while a missiokary 

- in China, and has been stationed there since ;937. 
Therefore 87 languages. in the Philippines.- The 
village of Upi is -composed of. very4froor and illit-
erate people. There is no electricity,. gas, water-
works; telephone or telegraph.. No newspapers: or 

. street lights and no place for entertainment except 
in the Church:or the school. The washing is done 

' in the stream or at a well. -  Among :the interesting 
•..eustoms of the tribes. .the market, which is Like 
• .a' storybook ,and consists. of .a: few. bamboo booths 

with thatch of palm leaves.: Another custom is : the 
working bees in which they all share the work of 
harvesting, building a home, etc.- The chard • was 
built with funds given in 1945-1946, and the staff 
consistsof the priest and his wife, the deaconess, 
and the Sisters 61 the Order of - St. -  Anne, who are 

	

, in charge. of the kindergarten. - 	 . 
. 	• 	 • 	Aries Bradley . 	 . • • 	. 	 . 

s- 
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o •I1 MEMORIAM 

Since our last meeting we have to report the 
•passing:into Paradise of nine of our deaconesses: 
MAUD TRUXTUN HENDERSON died in Eastern Sta,te Hos-
pital in,  Williamsburg, Va., on April 30,, 1956.: 
Born Dec.: 4. 2868, in Lexington, she was. in 
her 88th year.- A graduate nurse, she was trained 
at.the New York Training School and set apart by 
Bistop, Satterlee on May 1Z 2903, and went out to 
China to the Missionary District of Shanghai in 
1904.. Her work there was first in the - mission and 
later in independent work with wcmen, and children 
in St.Faith's Settlement which she herself founded 
and ran.. Interned by the Japanese during the .war, 
she returned to the United States in 2946 and en-
tered the Church Home in Richmond, Va.. where she 
refaained 'Until failing health required her transfer 
to the. State Hospital. -  
CLARA H. SIMPSON died Feb. io, 2957, at, the age of 
90. .. Born in Montreal, Canada, June 24, 2866, she 
came to New York in 1887, and trained to become a 
deaconess under her aunt, Deaconess Formeret, and 
the Rector cf St. -  George's. She was set apart as 
deaconess on Dec.-, 1892, by Bishop Potter.: Her 
work was almost entirely in New York, at St. 
•George's, St. - Martha's, and St.: Margaret Is.• , After 
retirement in. 194.0, Deaconess Simpsan had charge 
of St. --Clare's House, Upper Red Hook, N.Y., from 
which she removed to St.: Anne's Guest House, King-
ston. -  
ETHELE. SPENC:z. died Feb. -22 2957, in San Antonio, 
Texas, at the age( of 79. Born In Ontario, Canada, 
June 25, 2878, she was a special student at New 

-York Training School and set apart Feb. 28, 1924, 
in St. John's Church, Hagerstown, Md. Having been 
a missionary to Japan under the Canadian.. Church 
before being made a deaconess, she worked later as 
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a missionary . to  the Japanese in Honolulu under the 
Americai'Church ; and'in various other parishes in 
this country including City MissionS,I.os Angeles. -  
Suffering from ill health much of the time, she 
still answered-calls to.lead prayer: groups, re-
treats,. and-devotional meetings. -  ' 
MABEL ADAMS died March 15. 1957, - a1 - the teamy Home 
in -Philadelphj,a, Pe. Born Oct. 12; M6,at Battle 
Creek, Mich.., she was 90 at the time:a - her death. 
A graduateof the Philadelphia Deiaoness House, 

-she was set apart - on Oct.: 6, 13%-Ti by Bishop 
Whittaker, and worked at the Church'ol‘the Cruci-
fixion.in Philadelphia and then at St: - Michael's 
in Brooklyn, -after which she ministered to the 
colored missions in Morgantown, N.C., and at St.. 
Paul's, Chester, Pa.-, until her retirement in 2929. 
She had been 60 years a deaconess:: . 
MARIA PAGE WILLIAMS also 'died on •March 15, .2957, 
in Lynchburg, Va.-, at the age of 81. -  She was 
trained at the New York Training School and was 
set apart May 11, 1911, by Bishop Greer. She 
opened the mission work. at Dante, Va..; and spent 
her entire ministry at that station among the 
mountain people until her retirement in.1937. -  
CLARAM. CARTER died May26, 1957, in Port.Colborne, 
Ontario, Canada, at 96 years of 'age, .having been 
6o years a deaconess, 'Born 18.62, .she 
graduated as a nurse from Buffalo General Hospital 
in i888, and from the Church Training and Deeconess 
House, Philadelphia in 1897. -  She was made deacon-
ess on . Apm.25, 1897, by Bishop Lawrence and headed 
a deaconess training school In Bodtot 1897-1902, 
after which she went as missionary to Alaska and 
served as superintendent of hospital in Skagway 
and Fairbanks and-  then as deaconess-in-charge at 
AlIaiaket until 1413 when she was called to be head 
of the PhilacV4Phia Deaconess House where she re-
maineeuntil 'ter retirement in 2928. She lived in 
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the West with Deaconess Edith Adams until recently 
when she returned to her native Canada to spend 
her last years.: • 

-ELIZABETH D. BOORMAN died' June 10, 1957, at Warren-
town, Va., at 91 years: Born Aug. 30,.1865, at 
Scarborough, .N.Y., she was made Deaccness in Grace 
Church, New York ?  on May x8, 1906. -  She served in 
mountain missions in Virkinia for_ many years, at 
Episcopal Boys' Home in Augusta, ea., and finally 
at St.- John's Church, Hagarstown, Md., until her 
retirement in 1935. 
MYRTLE CAROLINE NOBLER died on July 19, 1957, at 
'the Church Home, St.Paul., -  Minn.; at the age of 8x. 
Bcirn in Pueblo, Colo.; June28, 1876, she graduated 
from the Nhw York Schcol in 1903, and was set apart 
in All Saints ,  Cathedral, Spokane, Wash., Oct.:4, 
1903, by Bishop Wells.: She served for .a time at 
Utica, N.Y., but most of her years of service was 
in Washington, in Spokane as City Missionary and at 
Christ Church, r.etiring to the Church Home in 1946.- 
BERTHA H IS BUTTS died Sept. -  x8, 1958, at St. 
Elizabeth's Home in.Providence, 'ILI., after a long 
illness.: Born May 8, 1875, in Allentown, Pa..; she 
was 82. Married to the Rev.:William H. Butts, she 
took training to become .a deaconess after his death, 
was set apart on May 9, 1916, and served Emmanuel 
Church, Newport, R.I., for 25 years, and also at 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., belfore her retirement. -  She 
lived with her sis.teir,- Ethel Harris, until the 
siste.r's death and then. entered St. -  Elizabeth's 
Home in Providence.'.. 

'!Grant them;O:Lord, continual growth in 
Thy love and service.  and give us grace 
so to follow their; good .exampfe's that 
with them we may be. partakers of Thy 
Heavenly kingdom, through Jens Christ, 
our Lord.- Amen. -  
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GREETINGS FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

Dear Deaconesses: 

Since October, 1955 I have served as your chairman. At the 1958 Triennial 
meeting of the National Conference held at Miami Beach on October 3rd and 4th, 
I was elected a member of your Executive Committee. At the initial meeting 
of the Executive Committee, I was re-elected your chairman. 

I am grateful to you and your Executive Committee for the honor you have 
paid me. With your prayers, your spiritual, and material help, the Executive Com-
mittee will, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, work to deepen more the feeling 
of unity within our Order. 

The past three years have brought me many pleasant contacts which have 
filled my heart with joy and thanks. 

With this copy of THE DEACONESS, under the able editorship of Deaconess 
Pauline E. Watts, you will learn what was done at our meetings. This year will 
see the first attempts to carry out the instructions given the Executive Committee. 

Let each member of the Conference begin right now to make plans for our 
Retreat and meetings next fall when we hope to get a glimpse of our new home in 
Evanston, Illinois. 

Faithfully yours, in our Lord, 

Edna McNeil Dietz 



IMPRESSIONS 1958 
First impressions: bright sun, blue sky, white clouds, waving palm trees, glist-

ening water, seemingly endless rows of hotels becoming bigger, more modern, more 
breath-taking as you rode on up the avenue — stores filled with Florida products: 
fruits, preserves, cocoanut candies; enormous straw hats and baskets, alligator bags, 
shell and coral novelties, gay and expensive beach wear — every thing to tempt 
the tourist purses — restaurants serving man-sized meals — a frolic in the warm 
but rough surf (due to recent hurricanes off shore) — heat — a downpour — 
more humidity! 

More impressions: renewing of acquaintances, meeting with new friends, warm 
smiles from every one, sharing of rides, jolly crowds, no loneliness in the big 
meetings, just a feeling of "belonging", of true sharing — differences of points 
of view, but no bitterness. 

Deeper impressions: the great opening service before the majestic, flower 
banked altar beneath its soaring cross of gold — the U. T. 0. service when 8,000 
women had Holy Communion together after their Blue Box offerings for the Triennial 
had been received — the mass meeting when the luminous figures announced in a 
darkened hall the total U. T. 0. offering to be nearly four million dollars — the 
deeply moving Meditations of Dean Coburn given on five afternoons at the meetings 
of the Woman's Division — our own corporate Communion at All Souls' Church. 

Lasting impressions: that we have a mighty challenge now and for the future 
— that our church is not yet stretching itself as it should and could, that we are 
like a giant just beginning to stir — that all our strength is needed to meet the 
many calls from our brethren overseas, from our neighbors, from our children 
(the church of the future), from the aged, the sick, the needy — that we must 

give more of ourselves, our time, our money. 

As for us Deaconesses, the assurance came that the church does want us, 
that it is concerned for us, that we too must meet the challenge of the future; that 
the personal witness of each of us must always be a large factor in recruitment 
for our Order, and in determining the attitude of the clergy toward us. 

"0 Lord, strengthen us by Thy might; and make us loving, humble, and 
obedient to Thy will!" 	 The Editor. 

MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
OCTOBER 3, 1958 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the National Conference of Deacon-
esses was called to order by the Chairman at 2 p.m. in the Shelby Hotel, Miami 
Beach, Florida. The following Deaconesses were present: Edna Dietz, Lydia Ramsay, 
Evelyn Seymour, Ruth Colby, Alice Mayer, Edith Booth, and Harriet English. Open-
ing Prayers were led by Deaconess Mayer. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read by Dss. English. Dss. 
Seymour gave the treasurer's report. Dss. Ramsay moved that the report be 
received with deep appreciation; seconded by Dss. Colby. It was so voted. 

The following annual budget is proposed by the Executive Committee: 

General Expenses 	  $100.00 
Central House 	  100.00 
Publicity and Promotion 	  300.00 
Triennial Travel Expenses 	  300.00 
Emergency Fund 	  100.00 
Contingency Fund 	  100.00 

$1,000.00 

The Executive Committee would like to recommend that in the future an annual 
statement of dues be sent to all Deaconesses which will include a list of the 
budgetary items, thus making it possible for the Deaconess to make one annual 
gift to the National Conference. This plan will do away with the various appeals 
which have been made in the past. The Triennial offering will be continued. 

Dss. Seymour moved that the action taken at the Annual Meeting held at 
Syracuse in October 1957 to rescind a motion made by the Executive Committee 
to use Emergency Funds for publicity purposes be approved and spread on the 
minutes of the Executive Committee; seconded by Dss. Ramsay; and carried. 
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A committee was appointed to recommend changes in the present By-laws 
with Dss. Alice Mayer, chairman. 

The Executive Committee would like to have the feeling of the National 
Conference in regard to the time and place of the Annual Meetings: at the 
Central House, or in various parts of the country? 

The following Deaconesses have been asked to take these assignments in 
preparation for the publication of "The Deaconess": Editor: Pauline Watts; Bishop 
Gray's Address: Anne Newman; Treasurer: Evelyn Seymour; Secretary of National 
Conference: Harriet English; New Chairman: Edna Dietz; Memorials to Deacon-
esses: Katharine Putnam; By-Laws: Alice Mayer. 

Deaconess Marian Brown was appointed to fill the place of Deaconess Booz, 
deceased. 

It was moved and voted that the meeting of the Executive Committee be 
adjourned. 

Harriet H. English. 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

Balances on hand October 1, 1957: 
General 	Funds 	  $202.31 
Publicity and Promotion 	  220.21 
Scholarship 	Fund 	  5.00 
Unassigned Funds 	  264.00 
Emergency Fund 	  637.03 

$1,328.55 

Receipts Oct. 1, 1957 to Sept. 15, 1958 
General 	Funds 	  $122.00 
Pence Can Offerings 	  303.05 
Undesignated Gifts 	  247.00 
For General Convention 	  25.00 

Total 	Receipts 	  $697.05 

Grand Total 	  $2,025.60 

Disbursements (same period) 
General Expenses 	  $103.94 
Scholarship Fund 	  5.00 
Undesignated Funds 	  324.35 
To Central House 	  101.01 
Pubicity and Promotion 	  319.35 
Emergency Fund 	  166.64 

Total 	Disbursements 	  $1,020.29 

Balances on hand, September 15, 1958: 
General Funds 	  $220.37 

Undesignated Gifts 	  186.65 
Pubicity and Promotion 	  127.90 
Emergency Fund 	  470.39 

$1,005.31 

Grand Total 	  $2,025.60 

Special Savings Account: 
Balance in account, Oct. 1, 1957 	 $1,611.04 
Interest added — to July 1, 1958 	 39.57 

Balance in account, Sept. 15, 1958 	 $1,650.61 

Respectfully submitted, 

September 15, 1958 
	

Evelyn E. Seymour, 

3 



! STOP THE PRESS ! 

Latest figures on 1958 Triennial Offering of 47 Deaconesses: 

National Conference 	  $441.75 
Retiring Fund 	  363.75 

Total Offering Received 	  $805.50 

All things come of Thee, 0 Lord, and of Thine own have we given Thee! 

TALK BY BISHOP GRAY 
CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE 

Given Friday evening, October 3, 1958 at Hotel Nautilus, 
Miami Beach 

The Rt. Rev. W. H. Gray, Bishop of Connecticut, and Chairman of the Joint 
Commission on the Work of Deaconesses, was introduced by Deaconess Booth. 
The following is an abstract of the Bishop's talk. Each Deaconess present was 
given a copy of the "Report of the Joint Commission on the work of Deaconesses", 
to which Bishop Gray referred. 

"When you wish to know anything, ask your wife. I asked Mrs. Gray what 
she thought of the future of Deaconesses; and her answer was, 'Women are here 
to stay'. So I think the Church is here to stay, and Deaconesses are here to stay. 
A Washington, D. C. paper, in reporting the Lambeth Conference last summer, 
referring to the report on the commemoration of modern Saints, had this headline: 
"Anglican Bishops say, Saints in over-supply." We must face realities, however. 
There are not as many deaconesses in recent years. Why? This is a real concern. 
I tried first to find out what was the feeling among the Bishops concerning Dea-
conesses. A short questionnaire was sent out to the Bishops. I felt it was time 
for people to stand up and be counted. The members of the Joint Commission 
sent letters to every active Bishop of the Church: 126. Replies were received 
from a majority (67) . We had said that if no reply were received, it would be 
indicative of certain beliefs. We wish to face facts with you. I encountered no 
hostility. You have a great many friends in the House of Bishops. I did en-
counter a great deal of ignorance. There is some opposition, due to clergy feeling 
that the Deaconess wishes to be the boss. I encountered a feeling that we should 
make more effective use of the Deaconesses. It has to be faced quite realistically 
that there is only one Rector in the parish. When dealing with clergy the Deaconess 
should not try to push the clergy. If you cannot play ball with the Rector, get 
out; don't stay to be a thorn in his flesh. 

"There is another thing that Bishops do not like when dealing with deacon-
esses. Sometimes the deaconesses do not respect the Canon Law of the Church; 
that is, sometimes women are working in a diocese without consulting with the 
Bishop. If you wish to serve in the Church, you should obey the laws of the 
Church." 

Bishop Gray then took up the various questions and answers; and the recom-
mendations of the Joint Commission's report to be presented to General Conven-
tion. 

11 Educational standards: If deaconesses are to be given a status comparable 
to that of the clergy, they should have comparable training. 

2) Garb: The Joint Commission recommends that the Deaconesses consider 
modernizing their garb. We will always wish for the Deaconesses to wear a 
uniform. We do not wish for them to do away with the garb, but we do 
hope that they will modernize the garb in some ways. Such garb as a simple 
blue uniform dress, with white collar, a cross; but no veil or cape, would be 
definitely a Church uniform, but would not be archaic. 

3) Canonical requirement: each Deaconess should report annually to the Bishop 
of her Diocese in the form prescribed by the Bishop. 
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4) Pensions: a very complex problem to which the Commission has given much 
attention. It recommends that the Retiring Fund; and the National Council 
(under which some deaconesses work), continue to provide as at present, and 
that parishes or institutions where deaconesses ore employed be urged to 
assume responsibility in the matter of pensions. 

5/ The Commission: will request to be a definite body from now on, not just 
an occasionally appointed Commission. Out of this might come many things, 
and perhaps more stability. 

Bishop Gray then asked for discussion and comments. The discussion chiefly 
concerned the question of modernizing the garb. Bishop Gray repeated, "A uniform 
is important. We recognize the need of it; but there is another thing: I think 
the deaconesses of present times have come to a crossroads. If the deaconesses 
would show an outward and visable sign that they are of the present age, not 
of 1880, it would please the clergy and Bishops. It would be a symbol of a new 
era." 

Reported by Anne Newman. 

Editor's Note: The Report of the Joint Commission on the Work of Dea-
conesses was accepted by both houses at General Convention. The recom-
mendation in regard to raising the educational requirements was not adopted. A 
Resolution was passed, however, in regard to Canon 51, Section 11. It was 
amended by the addition of the following, which should become the second 
sentence of Section eleven, and immediately follow the words: "canonically at-
tached"; that is, "Each Deaconess shall report annually to the Bishop of her 
diocese in the form prescribed by the Bishop." Deaconesses please note carefully, 
and act accordingly. Make yourself known to your Bishop and find out what 
he wants in way of a report from you. It should be noted too that the only request 
made to us as Deaconesses was to "give consideration to modernizing the garb." 

If any Deaconesses would especially like to have a copy of the Report of the 
Joint Commission, it may be possible to obtain a copy. Please address your re-
quest to me, and I will see what I can do. 

The Report of the Joint Commission was signed by 

Walter H. Gray, Chairman 

Horace W. B. Donegan 

Gerald Francis Burrill 

Earl S. Estabrook 

Killian A. Stimpson, Vice Chairman 

Ruth Johnson, Secretary-Treasurer 

Sarah M. Chapman 

MINUTES OF THE TRIENNIAL MEETING OF THE NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES MEETING AT 

MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 

The Triennial meeting of the National Conference of Deaconesses was held 
in All Souls' Church, Miami Beach, on October 4, 1958. The meeting was 
called to order at 9 a.m. by the Chairman, Deaconess Dietz, and prayer was 
offered by Deaconess Colby. The following Deaconesses were present: Bedell, 
Betz, Binns, Booth, Bradley, Brereton, C. Brown, M. Brown, Colby, Dieterly, Dietz, 
Dowding, Donsing, English, Hall, Hettler, Johnson, A. Mayer, Newman, Orwig, 
Parsons, Putnam, Ramsay, Sargent, Seymour, G. Smith, Watts. 

Deaconess Seymour read the following resolution: 

Whereas, we have a very full agenda of important items which we 
would like to attend to this morning, and 

Whereas, Bishop Gray and the members of the Joint Commission 
on the work of Deaconesses have worked most earnestly and con-
structively for our welfare, for which we are most deeply appreciative, 
and 

5 



Whereas, they have asked our cooperation in the matter of dress, for 
reasons fully explained by Bishop Gray last hight, and 

Whereas, there is perhaps nothing quite so important to come before 
this meeting today, it is recommended that the following resolution 
be adopted: 

Resolved: That the Chairman appoint a committee of at least three 
members capable of drawing up a suitable resolution, who will 
retire from this meeting at once, so that a properly worded and 
arranged resolution may be presented and acted upon before ad-
journment today. This said resolution to be spread upon the Minutes 
of this meeting, published in "The Deaconess", published in the 
Church papers, and presented to Bishop Gray, so that he may report 
to this General Convention that the Deaconesses stand ready and 
humbly willing to comply with the Joint Commission in promoting 
and furthering the work of Deaconesses in the Church. 

Dss. Seymour moved the adoption of this resolution, and it was so voted. 

The Chairman appointed Pauline Watts, Agnes Bradley, and Amelia Brereton 
who then withdrew to draw up the resolution. 

It was moved and seconded that since the minutes had been published in 
the Newsletter 119571 that the reading of them be omitted. Motion carried. 

A letter was read from Deaconess Affleck in which she reported that very 
few Deaconesses used the Pence Can and suggested that its use be discontinued 
Several Deaconesses expressed approval of its discontinuance. Deaconess Seymour 
spoke on the advisability of one annual offering and recommended that it be in-
cluded with the statement of the annual dues. It was so moved and carried. It 
was voted to send a letter of appreciation to Deaconess Affleck for her report 
on the Pence Can. 

Deaconess Putnam reported that the Historical Material collected during the 
last two years was now in the hands of Central House, and advised that material 
from now on be sent to Central House where it will be filed. It was so moved, 
seconded, and voted. Deaconess Seymour moved a rising vote of thanks to 
Deaconess Putnam for the splendid work done in gathering and filing historical 
material. 

There was then a discussion of the time and place of the Annual Conference: 
Sycamore, Evanston, or other Conference Centers. Deaconess Bedell moved that 
the Annual Conference be held in different parts of the country. The motion was 
lost. Deaconess Johnson moved that the next two Annual Conferences be under 
the direction of Central House. It was so voted. 

Deaconess Mayer read the proposed By-laws with changes advised by the 
Executive Committee. Deaconess Colby spoke on the importance of keeping a 
good Treasurer. Copies of the proposed By-laws with changes will be sent to all 
Deaconesses before the next Triennial Meeting. 

The Resolution drawn up by the appointed committee was then read by 
Deaconess Watts, who moved that the Resolution be adopted. The motion after 
discussion was carried. The Resolution as adopted is as follows: 

Whereas, Bishop Gray, Chairman, and the other members of the 
Joint Commission on the Work of Deaconesses, have worked most 
earnestly and constructively in their consideration of problems facing 
the Work of Deaconesses, be it 

Resolved: That the Deaconesses at the 1958 Triennial National 
Conference of Deaconesses go on record as being willing to give 
consideration to the modernization of our garb; be it further 

Resolved: That we herewith extend to Bishop Gray and the members 
of the Joint Commission our grateful appreciation, and pledge our 
continued cooperation and support; and be it further 

Resolved: That this Resolution be spread on the Minutes of this 
meeting, and copies be sent to Bishop Gray and the following pub-
lications: 

The Deaconess, The Living Church, and The Division of Public re-
lations of the National Council. 
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The Chairman then appointed Alice Mayer, Lydia Ramsay, Amelia Breretan, 
Elizabeth Lank, and Harriet Bedell ta serve an a committee to give due considera-
tion far modernizing the garb. 

Deaconess Booth then gave her annual report an Central House. 

It was moved, seconded, and voted to send letters of deep appreciation to: 
Dr. Yerkes, Bishop Street, Fr. Taylor (Rector of All Souls), and ta Mr. Jacobson 
(Manager of the Shelby Hatel ) 

Deaconess Seymour moved that the $107.00 taken from the Emergency 
Fund far the publication of "The Deaconess" in 1955 be refunded. It was so 
vated. 

The meeting was recessed far lunch, after which it was reconvened far the 
report of the Nominating Committee. Deaconess Hall gave the fallowing report: 

The Nominating Committee of the National Conference of Deaconesses pre-
sents the fallowing names of Deaconesses elected ta the Executive Committee of 
the National Conference by ballot: Deaconesses Edna M. Sargent, Amelia Bre-
retan, Ruth Colby, and Edna Dietz. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

Harriet H. English. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE REVISION OF THE 
BY-LAWS 

The Committee an Revision of the By-Laws of the National Conference of 
Deaconesses met immediately fallowing the meeting of the Executive Committee, 
and recommended the fallowing changes in the By-Laws (See By-Laws printed 
at end of this report) : 

Na changes ta be made in Sections 1, 2 and 3. 

SECTION 6 — Last sentence, verb, "serve," ta be changed to, "be elected 
far." The sentence will then read, "na member may be elected far two consecu-
tive terms." Add two sentences, as follows: 

(1) "The Deaconess in charge of Central House shall be an ex-afficia 
member with vote." 

(2) The treasurer, if not a member of the Executive Committee, shall be 
an ex-afficia member with vote. 

SECTION 7 — The word "conference," in the first sentence, ta be changed 
ta "meetings." The ward, "it's," ta be changed ta "the". After the ward, 
"instructions," add, "of the National Conference." 

The first sentence will then read as follows: 

"The duties of the Executive Committee shall be ta prepare far the meet-
ings, ta carry aut the instructions of the National Conference, and ta act as a 
channel of communication." 

SECTION 8 — In the first sentence, the ward "Treasurer," is ta be deleted. 
The fallowing sentence ta be added: 

"The Treasurer shall be elected by the Executive Committee ta serve far three 
years, and need nat be a member of the Executive Committee." 

SECTION 9 — The fallowing is recommended in place of the present Section 
9. "For the election of the Executive Committee the chairman shall appoint a 
Nominating Committee of three members, at the annual Meeting preceding the 
"Triennial Meeting." The Nominating Committee shall prepare a ballot containing 
at least seven names. This ballot shall be sent by mail ta all Deaconesses, by 
April first, ta be returned ta the Chairman of the Nominating Committee by August 
first. From this ballot, the four receiving the highest number of vates shall be 
declared elected ta serve an the Executive Committee far six years. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alice Mayer, Chairman. 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES OF THE CHURCH 

BY-LAWS 

As amended in 1949 and 1952 

I. NAME. The name of this organization shall be the "National Conference of 

Deaconesses." 

2. PURPOSE. The purpose of the Conference shall be to unite the Deaconesses of 

the Church in a closer fellowship, and to take counsel together concerning 

matters pertaining to the spiritual and practical welfare of the Order. 

3. MEMBERSHIP. All Deaconesses in good standing shall be entitled to member-

ship in this Conference. 

4. DUES. The dues shall be $1.00 per year, payable annually. 

5. MEETINGS. (Annual and Triennial) The Conference shall meet annually. 

During the year of General Convention, the Conference shall meet at the time 

and place of General Convention, and is to be known as the "Triennial Meet-

ing." The Executive Committee shall designate the time and place of other 

annual meetings. Legislation shall be effected only at the Triennial Meeting. 

6. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. The Executive Committee shall consist of eight 

Deaconesses, four of whom shall be elected by ballot at each triennial meeting 

to serve for six years. No member may serve two consecutive terms. 

7. DUTIES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. The duties of the Executive Committee 

shall be to prepare for the Conference, to carry out its instructions and to act 

as a channel of communication. It may also appoint committees at its discre-

tion. It shall have power to fill vacancies in its membership. 

8. OFFICERS. The Executive Committee shall elect from its members a Chairman 

and Secretary-Treasurer to serve three years, these officers to act both for the 

committee and for the National Conference. 

9. NOMINATION AND ELECTION. For the election of the Executive Committee, 

the chairman shall appoint a Nominating Committee of three members in the 

January preceding the National Conference. Nominations may be sent to the 

Secretary of the Executive Committee to be forwarded by her to the Chairman 

of the Nominating Committee up to March 1st preceding the National Confer-

ence. The Nominating Committee shall prepare a ballot containing at least 

seven names; on this they shall place any name nominated by twelve persons. 

From this ballot four shall be elected to serve on the Executive Committee for 

six years. This ballot shall be sent by mail to all Deaconesses by April 1st. 

10. AMENDMENT. These By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of those 

present by any triennial meeting, provided that the amendment has been pro-

posed at a previous meeting. 
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CONDENSED REPORT OF THE DEACONESS-IN-CHARGE 
OF THE CENTRAL HOUSE 

The Triennial 1955-1958 has been a history making Triennial for the Central 
House and for the Order of Deaconesses. During these years, one candidate 
has been Set Apart, one is studying privately in Boston, another in Chicago, one at 
St. Margaret's in Berkeley, California and one from the Diocese of Michigan will 
begin her work at the Central House in November. 

The other history making event is the transfer of our Central House from the 
town of Sycamore, Illinois where it was established in 1953 to the City of Evanston, 
Illinois. The new location promises to provide all we need, with Seabury-Western 
Seminary just three blocks away, Northwestern University and Garret Bible Institute 
at our door; several large churches, each with equally fine Christian Education 
programs; and within "L" and bus transportation to Chicago where opportunities 
abound for field work in Social Service and City Missions. I will not go into 
detail about the new house, as much was told you in the recent news letter. 
There is one question I will answer now as it has come from so many deaconesses, 
"Where did the money come from?" Perhaps some of you know, perhaps some 
do not, but at the time Bishop Conkling was seeking to establish a Central House 
in 1952-53, there were several quite substantial gifts for that purpose. When the 
house was set up at the Bishop McLaren Conference Center this money was not 
needed, and the donors of these gifts were all asked if they wished to have their 
contributions returned. Each replied to hold it, as it might be needed later. The 
money was subsequently invested, and it is this money plus interest which has 
provided the purchase price of the house at 1906 Orrington Ave. — St. Phoebe's 
as it seems so natural to call it! With all this we begin the new Triennial. 

During the past three years there has been a steady growth in interest and 
knowledge of the Office of Deaconess among our Church people Much of this 
has been due to the extensive efforts of Publicity and Promotion. Hundreds of 
pieces of literature have been sent out and talks made at Conference and other 
meetings, plus much correspondence with young women, bishops and clergy. 

So the future faces us, or we face the future. The foundation has been laid. 
We are ready now to grow, and grow we must through our own dedication, our 
work and our prayers. 

In order to grow I feel it is necessary that we must first of all know our-
selves. How well do we understand the Office to which we have been Set Apart? 
Can we speak freely and easily (without defending or apologizing) about our 
Vocation? Are we all in close contact with The Central House? Do we know 
what is going on, what the latest report is? Let us not take the Order of Dea-
conesses for granted, allowing others to do all the thinking and the planning for it. 
It is the responsibility, and the concern of each one who has been Set Apart to 
keep herself informed and aware of every possibility of growth. You are your 
own Promotion and Publicity committee. 

In order to keep informed I feel there should be more opportunity for 
conference and fellowship. When Deaconess Johnson was Executive Secretary, 
she held several regional meetings, providing deaconesses in a given area with 
an opportunity to meet together for spiritual refreshment and discussion of sub-
jects important both to the Order and to them as individuals. I hope some plans 
may come from this meeting for such area gatherings. 

During the past year we have lost 6 deaconesses; during the Triennial, 21. 
The ranks must be filled. Speak for the Order whenever and wherever you can. 
Ask for permission to speak; don't wait to be asked! We know it is God who 
calls, but He may use you to open the door for some young woman. This you 
can, and will do, without hesitation or fear, if you have a burning conviction that 
to rightly do God's work, a woman needs the strength and the power which comes 
from the Gift of the Holy Spirit received through the Laying on of Hands at her 
Setting Apart! and — if you want others to share the joy you have found in your 
life of dedication. Think what we have. We must not let it slip from us because 
of busyness — or indifference. Let us remember too, that proving to the Church, 
by more women coming into the Order, that we are alive, and a concerned and 
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growing organization, will do more to warrant the support and interest of the 
Church than pleas or resolutions. 

We need more FRIENDS OF THE CENTRAL HOUSE. Do you know anyone, 
or a group who will be willing to support our Central House regularly by both 
gifts and prayers? The Friends we have have been loyal and generous, but we 
must increase this circle. 

This brings me back to the Central House. Remember it is your House. Use 
it for Intercessions and Thanksgivings. Shore with us your needs and your joys 
and we will offer them up to God in the Chapel. Use the House for refresher 
courses. There will be ample opportunity for such in Evanston. Or, just come and 
rest. 

I cannot close without again paying tribute to Dr. Yerkes. Our hearts are 
truly sad at the break that must come through our move to Evanston. He is 
responsible for much of the sure and strong foundation we have laid, and of our 
place in the thinking of the Church today. I hope too some word will go from 
this meeting to Bishop Street, who has worked far beyond the call of duty in our 
efforts to locate the house in Evanston and all that that has entailed. 

I want too, to pay tribute to my two assistants, Amelia Brereton and HiIde-
garde Donsing. Amelia my "editor-in-chief" and my right hand in all that I 
do — my chauffeur; and Hilda, my right hand in the kitchen and other parts of 
the house, who keeps the household fed and the house in order. 

For myself, thank you for your love and the encouraging letters you have 
written me, and for your patience with me. Continue to pray that I may have the 
grace and the power I need to fulfil the office to which you have called me as 
Deaconess- in-charge. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Edith A. Booth. 

REPORT ON HISTORICAL RECORDS 

There is very little to report this year beyond the routine work of filing and 
keeping up the records as further materials and information comes in. The 
record cards have been added to, as deaconesses change their work and addresses, 
and photographs and clippings have been filed in the deaconess folders. 

A steel cabinet with four shelves was purchased to accommodate scrap 
books, file boxes, posters, and files of "The Deaconess" from the beginning, as well 
as reports of the former and present training schools. This cabinet and the three 
drawer file case now comprise the historical records and archives of the Order. 
The Head Deaconess of Central House is familiar with all the material and may 
refer to it when necessary. 

Unless some writing project is desired, there would seem to be no further 
need for a custodian, or historian, at present. Someone might make visits from 
time to time to Central House to keep up with the filing, but there is little else to do, 
as your recorder sees it. 

The supply of record cards, begun years ago and used one for each deaconess 
so far as known, is now exhausted and new ones must be printed. The Conference 
is asked to consider the present form and make suggestions as to what should appear 
on such cards for permanent records at Central House. It is suggested that this be 
put into the hands of the Deaconess-in-Charge of Central House for decision. 

The task of putting in order the records of the Order has been an interesting 
one, and the study of the work of all these faithful deaconesses is a cause of 
great thankfulness that one is permitted to have a share in this devotion. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Katharine Putnam, Historian. 
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MINUTES OF THE NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES, OCTOBER 4, 1958, 

MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 
The Executive Committee met at 4 p.m. in the card room of the Nautilus 

Hotel. Present were the following: Deaconesses Dietz, M. Brown, English, A. 
Mayer, Booth, Brereton, Colby, and Sargent. 

Dss. Dietz was re-elected as Chairman for the next three years; Dss. Sargent 
was elected Secretary. Dss. Seymour, the treasurer, was made a member with 
voting powers. Dss. Brereton was asked to be Publicity Chairman and to choose 
her own committee. 

Discussion as to the next Annual meeting — place, time, and Retreat Con-
ductor — resulted in leaving the matter to Dss. Booth. She will gather infor-
mation as to when we may have the meeting at Evanston; and if it is not possible 
there, she will ascertain whether Racine is possible. The time and the conductor 
of the Retreat will be announced later. A Bible Study class will be conducted 
at the Annual Conference by Dss. Brereton. Retreat will begin Tuesday night and 
continue all day Wednesday, ending after breakfast on Thursday. Dsses. Dietz, 
Colby, and Sargent were appointed to select the Conductor of the Retreat. The 
date will depend upon the facilities at Evanston, where the Central House is to 
be located. Notices will be sent to all the Deaconesses concerning the Annual 
Meeting and Retreat when details are complete. 

Edna M. Sargent, Secretary 

IN MEMORIAM 
Deaconesses who entered Life Eternal during this Triennium 

Harriet Reardon  	December 16, 

Maude T. Henderson 	  April 30, 
Lillian Kaighn 	  August 12, 

Edith E. Davies 	  November 

1955 
1956 
1956 
1956 

Clara H. Simpson 	  February 10, 1957 

Ethel E. Spencer 	  February 11, 1957 

Maria Williams 	  March 15, 1957 
Mabel Adams 	  March 15, 1957 
Clara M. Carter 	  May 26, 1957 

Elizabeth Boorman  	June 10, 1957 

M. Caroline Nosier 	  July 19, 1957 

Bertha Harris Butts  	September 18, 1957 

Margaret S. Lloyd 	  October 20, 1957 

Mabel Hobart  	December 11, 1957 

Apauline A. Griebel 	  December 27, 1957 

Octavio S. Drake 	  March I, 1958 

Effie Brainerd  	April 2, 1958 

Charlotte G. Massey  	April 12, 1958 

Margaret Boos 	  May 17, 1958 

Alice H. Nutter 	  July 24, 1958 

E. Suzanne McNulty 	  September 12, 1958 

Laura Callaway  	October 3, 1958 

We bless Thy holy name, 0 Lord, for these Thy servants departed this life 
in Thy faith and fear; beseeching Thee to grant them continual growth in Thy love 
and service, and give us grace so to follow their good examples, that with them 
we may be partakers of Thy heavenly kingdom, for Jesus Christ's sake. 	Amen. 

— 11 — 



NOTES ON THE LIFE AND WORK OF DECEASED DEACONESSES 

1955-- 1958 

Deaconess Harriet Bearden of Philadelphia Training School, class of 1904, 
had been a deaconess for fifty years, mainly in Los Angeles parish work. She 
was 92 years of age when she died. 

Deaconess Maud Henderson was a graduate nurse, trained as a deaconess 
at the New York Training School, and was set apart in 1903. She went out to 
China in 1904, where she founded St. Faith's Settlement in the Missionary District 
of Shanghai. Interned by the Japanese during the war, she returned to the U. S. 
in 1946 and entered the Church Home in Richmond, Va. She died in Eastern 
State Hospital in Williamsburg, Va., at the age of 88. 

Deaconess Lillian Kaighn was in the class of 1913 at Philadelphia. She 
was made a deaconess in 1914. Associated with Deaconess Morris, she worked 
first in Boston, and later in Philadelphia in Church settlements until her retire-
ment. She died in Philadelphia, age 81. 

Deaconess Edith Davies was almost the last of the graduates of the Minnesota 
Training School, graduating in 1902, and was made a deaconess the same year. 
Her work was in Minneapolis in parish and public welfare activities, with a two year 
interlude of work at Rosebud, South Dakota. She retired in 1948, and although 
she passed away in November 1956, we were not informed of that fact until a 1957 
Christmas letter was returned by the hospital. She was 79 years old. 

Deaconess Clara H. Simpson came from Canada to New York in 1887, and 
trained to become a deaconess under her Aunt, Deaconess Formeret, and the 
Rector of St. George's. She became a deaconess in 1892. Her work was almost 
entirely in New York at St. George's, St. Martha's, and at St. Margaret's. After 
retirement in 1940, she had charge of St. Clare's House, Upper Red Hook, N. Y. 
She died at the age of 90. 

Deaconess Ethel Spencer, born in Canada, was a special student at New 
York Training School, and was set apart in 1914. She was a missionary to 
Japanese in Honolulu. She also served later in various parishes in this country 
including City Missions, Los Angeles. Though suffering from ill health much of 
the time, she still answered calls to lead prayer groups, retreats, and devotional 
meetings. She died at 79 years of age. 

Deaconess Maria Williams was trained at New York Training School and was 
set apart in 1911. She opened the mission work at Danta, Va., and spent her 
entire ministry at that station among the mountain people until her retirement in 
1937. She died at the age of 81. 

Deaconess Mabel Adams was a graduate of Philadelphia Deaconess House. 
She was set apart in 1897, and worked at the Church of the Crucifixion in Phila-
delphia; later at St. Michael's in Brooklyn; then she ministered to the colored 
missions in Morgantown, N. C. and St. Paul's, Chester, Pa. until retirement in 
1929. She died at the age of 90. She had been 60 years a deaconess. 

Deaconess Clara M. Carter was graduated from the Church Training and 
Deaconess House, Philadelphia, in 1897, and was made a deaconess that year. 
She was also a graduate nurse. She headed a deaconess training school in Boston 
1897-1902, after which she went as a missionary to Alaska. She served as super-
intendent of the hospital in Skagway and Fairbanks, and then as Deaconess-in-
charge at Allakaket until 1913 when she was called to be head of the Philadelphia 
Deaconess House where she remained until her retirement in 1928. She died 
in her native Canada at the age of 96. She had been 60 years a deaconess. 

Deaconess Elizabeth Boorman was made a deaconess in Grace Church, New 
York in 1906. She served in mountain missions in Virginia for many years, at 
Episcopal Boys' Home in Augusta, Ga., and finally at St. John's Church, Hagars-
town, Md. until her retirement in 1935. She died at the age of 91. 
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Deaconess M. Caroline Nosier was graduated from the New York School 
in 1903. She served for a time at Utica, N. Y., but most of her years of service 
was in Washington, in Spokane as City Missionary and at Christ Church. She 
retired in 1946. She died at the age of 81. 

Deaconess Bertha H. Butts was set apart as a deaconess in 1916 after 
the death of her husband, the Rev. Wm. Butts. She served Emmanuel Church, 
Newport, R. I. for 25 years, and also at Wilkes-Barre, Pa., before her retirement. 
She died at the age of 82. 

Deaconess Margaret Lloyd was made a deaconess in 1902 and worked at 
Christ Church, Cincinnati, and later at St. Paul's Cathedral, Boston until her 
retirement in 1940. She was the author of a number of beautiful poems. She 
was a graduate of the New York School. 

Deaconess Mabel Hobart was a graduate of the New York Schaal and was 
made a deaconess in 1907. Most of her ministry was in parish work in Brooklyn 
and at the G. F. S. Holiday House on Long Island. She retired in 1938. She 
died at the age of 80. 

Deaconess Apauline Griebel was a graduate of the New York School and 
became a deaconess in 1910. She served in Connecticut in St. John's parish, 
Waterbury; and at the Girls Friendly Lodge in New Haven until her retirement in 
1940. She died at the age of 80. 

Deaconess Octavio Drake was a graduate of St. Margaret's House in 1913. 
Her work was Assistant Deaconess at St. Margaret's and later social service 
work in San Francisco. She died on her birthday at the age of 82. 

Deaconess Effie Brainerd graduated from Philadelphia in 1907 and became 
a deaconess in 1908. She worked with City Missions in New York for several 
years, and then went to St. Louis, Mo., to work in City Missions there until her 
retirement in 1953. She carried on volunteer work with prayer groups until her 
death at the age of 73. 

Deaconess Charlotte G. Massey, a graduate of the New York Training School, 
was made a deaconess in 1904: She worked in the Diocese of West Texas, and 
then took a course in nurse's training at St. Luke's, N. Y., graduating in 1916, in 
preparation for missionary work in the Philippines. She continued her work in 
remote places until interned by the Japanese. She retired in 1945 at the end of 
World War II. She died in San Diego, Calif., at the age of 80. 

Deaconess Margaret Boaz graduated from St. Margaret's House in 1921. 
She worked in parishes and missions in New York, New Jersey (her home state), and 
later in Nevada among the Indians. She also worked at St. Ann's Mexican 
Mission in El Paso, before retiring to California in 1956. She kept up with 
volunteer wark until her death at the age of 64. 

Deaconess Alice Nutter, a graduate of Philadelphia Training School, was set 
apart in 1904. She worked in parishes in New York, Pennsylvania, Chicago, St. 
Louis, and New Orleans, after which she returned to Philadelphia for work up to 
the time of her retirement in 1939. She died in her 89th year. 

Deaconess E. S 	 McNulty, a graduate of the New York Training 
School, was made a deaconess in 1917. She worked for some years in the 
Mission field of West Virginia, did parish work in New York City, and in Milford, 
Conn.; and then was in Rural Work in Rhode Island until ill health forced her 
retirement in 1950. She died in St. Luke's Home, New York City, at the age of 73. 

Deaconess Laura Callaway was a graduate of Philadelphia and was set apart 
in 1902. She served in Kentucky; City Missions in Philadelphia; Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Settlement; St. Mark's Settlement in Seattle; and at Episcopal 
Deaconess House in Los Angeles, being Deaconess-in-Charge for 1930-1950. She 
died in Alhambra, California, at the age of 95. 

— 13 — 



THE RETIRING FUND FOR DEACONESSES 

The Thirtieth Annuol Meeting of the members of the Corporotion of the 

Retiring Fund for Deoconesses wos held ot 2:30 p.m. on October 8, 1957 in the 

Centro! House for Deoconesses, Sycomore, Illinois with on ottendonce of 21 Deo-

conesses. The two new Directors elected to serve until 1960 in Closs II were 

Dsses. Pouf me Wotts ond Edith Booth. The Boord elected Dss. Kothorine Put-

nom, President; Dss. Pouline Wotts, Vice-President; Dss. Lydio Romsoy, Secretory; 

Mr. C. E. Clork, of the City Bonk Formers Trust Co., Treosurer; Mr. Joseph 

Smyth, Counsel; ond Dss. Mory C. West, Consultont. 

One new member hos been odded: Betty Lonk. 

The number in the Corporotion is now 90. 

The number of beneficiories is now 14. 

The 1958 Report Leoffet wos prepored ond moiled to oll Deoconesses ond 

to over 3000 contributors ond interested friends by Dss. Stewort, Dss. West, Dss. 

Moyer, ond Mrs. Lodd. It wos o very fine tribute to Dss. Mory Fronces Word. 

MINUTES OF THE THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
MEMBERS OF THE CORPORATION OF THE RETIRING FUND 

FOR DEACONESSES 

The members of the Corporotion met ot 2 p.m. on Soturdoy, October 4, 

1958 ot the Hotel Noutilus, Miomi Beoch, Florido, with Deoconesses present: 

Bedell, Betz, Binns, Booth, Brodley, Brereton, C. Brown, M. Brown, Colby, Dieter-1y, 

Dietz, Donsing, Dowding, English, Hof!, Nettler, Johnson, A. Moyer, Newmon, 

Orwig, Porsons, Putnom, Romsoy, Sorgent, Seymour, G. Smith, Wotts. 

Dss. Kothorine Putnom, the President, presided ond opened the meeting 

with proyer. The minutes of the 30th Annuol Meeting were not reod os oil hod 

received them by moil. The Secretory's Annuol Report to the Corporotion wos reod 

ond occepted. The Treosurer's report wos presented by the President and received 

with thonks. The Annuol Report of the Choirmon of the Loywomon's Com-

mittee, Mrs. Lodd, wos reod and her resignotion occepted with regret. She re-

ported thot the contributors' file would be in shope by the first of the yeor. 

Letters from odvisors were reod. Also the resignotion of Mr. Lodd ond of Bishop 

McKinstry were received with regret. Bollots with four nominotions for the 

election of three Directors were distributed by the Committee, but Dss. Booth, the 

choirman, reported thot one nominee hod withdrown, due to other duties. There-

fore, os there were no nominotions from the floor, the three remoining nominees 

were unonimously elected by the Corporotion, ond the Secretory instructed to cost 

one bollot. The three Directors elected in Coss III to serve until 1961 were 

Deaconesses Brodley, Dunlop, and Johnson. 

Another hoppy occosion ot this time wos the report of the offerings for 

the Retiring Fund received ot the Annuol Service held thot morning in All Souls 

Church, Miomi Beoch: $318.75. Shortly ofter the meeting the Secretory received 

on additionol $150, on ononymous gift to the R. F. D. 

The meeting odjourned ot 3:30 p.m. 

Foithfully submitted, 

Lydio Romsoy, Secretory. 

--- 14- 



SUMMARY OF INFORMATION INCLUDED IN 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF RETIRING FUND 

FOR DEACONESSES 

	

Income from investments 	  

	

from real estate 	  
$14,106.33 

18,429.08 

Total gross income 	  $32,535.41 

Expenses of operating real 
estate, taxes, etc. 	  $15,201.61 

Payments to Beneficiaries 	  11,895.00 
General 	Expenses 	  3,249.32 

Total 	Expenses 	  $30,345.93 

Excess of income over expenses 	  $2,189.48 

Contributions 	  $4,296.00 
Legacy, Adelaide Vernon 	  3,000.00 
Legacy, Elizabeth Boorman 	  500.00 

Total 	  $7,796.00 

Estimated current value of Fund 
as of July 31st, 	1958 	  $374,939.29 

(Signed) C. E. Clark, Treasurer 
City Bank Farmer's Trust Company 

22 William Street 

New York 15, N. Y. 

Present Officers and Members of the Board of Directors 
Retiring Fund for Deaconesses 

Deaconess Ruth Johnson 	  President 

Deaconess Katharine Putnam 	  Vice-President 

Deaconess Pauline E. Watts 	  Secretary 

Deaconess Edith Booth 	 Deaconess Madeline Dunlap 

Deaconess Agnes Bradley 	 Deaconess Kate Mayer 

Publicity Committee for the next R. F. D. Leaflet 

Deaconess Ruth Johnson 	  Chairman 

Deaconess Evelyn Seymour 

Deaconess Kate Mayer 

!FLASH! 

The United Thank Offering Budget at this 1958 Triennial Meeting contained 
an item of interest to our R. F. D.: a gift of $5,000 to the Retiring Fund for 
Deaconesses for "supplementary grants to retired Deaconesses."! We shall hear 
more about this when official notification has been receivd. 

OUR GRATEFUL THANKS TO U. T. O.! 

A Final Word 

Remember that your R. F. D. wants to help you. Don't hesitate to write to your 
officers. 

—15--- 
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A NESSAGE FRO14 THE CDAIRIAN 
	

IIXSESSIONS OF DEBEVEN 

Deer Deaoonesses, 
The plans for our annual meeting and 

Retreat were made by the Committee ap-
pointed at our Triennial meeting - D8098. 
Sargent,Colby end the Chairman. This is 
the first time since 1954 that our Dea-
oonees -in-charge of Central House wasn't 
the planning leader. Deaconess Booth's 
wise counehl was greatly missed. This 
present committee worked diligently and 
feel that our efforts were rewarded. 

Deaconesses Dieterly and Affleok and 
the Chairman will plan the 1960 meeting. 
The Conference itself chose the place - 
The DeNnven Foundation, Racine,Wisc. - 
and the dates - September 20-23,1960. 

Begin now to make your plans to atten 
our 1960 meeting. You will find it spir-
itually rewarding. 

Faithfully yours, in our Lord, 

Edna McNeil Dietz, Deaconess 
Chairman of Executive Committe 
Nationel Conference of 

Deaconesses 

1 A quiet dignity is impressed upon one 
!entering this Conferenoe and Retreat 
!Center. Sister Nary Valerie, greeting and 
I registering us and signing us in for three 
:days, sets the note of restrained appre-
oiation and anticipation in accommodating 
some thirty deaconesses. And as we lived 
in this great institution we soon recog-
nized the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

'so permeated, is the atmosphere with His 
'Spirit. 

St. Francis de Sales aptly describes 
the Holy Spirit by the mouths of all the 
saints and, our Saviour by His Own,aesures 
us that the devout life is a life above 
all others the most sweet, happy and 
amiable. 

Again one is impressed: in discipline 
is freedom, in orderliness the devout 
soul can ascend. to Him by more frequent, 
prompt and lofty flights; in love is tol-
erance and accommodation accomplished. 

The DeKoven Foundation for Church Work 
as directed by the Crimmimity of St. iary 
has chosen well to justify its destiny in 
affording retreats from the world-retreats 
to God Where the Holy Spirit beoomes the 
director. Gladys Hall 

	 TTTTT 

VERY FIRST NOTICE OF THE NEXT ANNUAL CONFERZNCE AND RETREAT 

Place - DeNoven Foundation for Church Work, Racine, Wisconsin 

Dates - September 20 (afternoon) through breakfast on September 23, 1960 

Rates - 020.00, total cost, including gratuities ('7. per day, by the day) 

Registration fee - 01.00 to be sent to Dss. Dietz not later than Sept.10,1960. 
(Your 61.00 registration foe will be sent for you to Racine by Des.Dietz. 
It is better for the chairmen to send in this registration for the group. 
On signing in at Racine, each one will pay 029.00 as the ' !,1.100 registration 
fee is credited to each one attending.  However, it is not refunded if you 
do not attend.) 

Another notice will be sent to all Deaconesses in August 1960, giving the name 
of the Retreat Conduotdr, and other details, as well as a Regis tretion 
Form to be returned to Des. Dietz with your registration fee of 01.00. 

ALL.T.L.ILLAZALLLLLSLL24,14.LLLAAASSALALLAZSALLLJALii.143. LLLLLL SALA& 	 • SLL 	  



Twenty-seven deaconesses, three can-
didates, and several guests gathered for 
the service of Holy Communion in the beau 
tifUl Chapel at the Central House. The Rt 
Rev. Charles L. Street, Suffragan Bishop 
of the Diocese of Chicago, was the cele-
brant, assisted by the Rev. Howard Hass-
inger of the Seabury■wWestern Seminary. 
He is also the Director of Studies at the 
Central HOU.80. 

The Chapel was blessed during the Ser-
vice. At the conclusion of the Service 
the Bishop proceeded through the various 
rooms of the house, bedrooms, kitchen, 
dining room, living room, and the library, 
with appropriate prayers for eadh, ending 
with a dedication of the entire House for 
its purposes of training, and as a Center 
for the Order. 

We who have watched the removal from 
Sycamore and the adjustments necessary to 
fitting in the furniture and living ar-
rangements into this smaller house were 
thrilled to see the splendid results and 
give all honor to the Deaconess-In-charge 
and her assistante for their labors. We 
were especially gratified at the presence 
at the ceremony of the Treasurer of the 
Trustees of the House, Er. Arthur Zeller, 
who has done so much to get the new HOUB8 
established. He, and Ers. Zeller, Who also 
attended, remained for a buffet breakfast 
which we all enjoyed together. 
(written by Katharine Putnam) 

Please note: Your Editor thought it would 
be easier to read this letter if done in 
two columns. It was better for the line-
space to shorten, and sometimes lengthen 
a word. Any criticism in this respect is 
due the editor, and not the writers of 
these reports. 

The tardiness of this NEWSLETTER is 
due to circumstances beyond our control. 

RESOLUTIONS 

' 	The Resolutions Committee begs to 
submit the following reports 
THAT the Deaconesses at their annual 
National Conference and Retreat express 
their thanks to the Rt. Rev. Charles L. 
Street for the joy and privilege of hav-
ing him celebrate Holy Communion, and 
!bless all the rooms at the Central House 
for Deaconesses in Evanston. 

Thanks to the Rev. Howard Hassinger 
for assiating the Bishop at the Central 
House for Deaconesses. 

Deep appreciation and thanks to Dea-
conesses Booth, Brereton and Donsing for 
their generous and kind hospitality at 
the Central House for Deaconesses. 

Especially gratefUl thanks to Deacon-
esses Booth and Brereton for providing a 
bus to transport all of us from Evanston 
to Racine, door to door service. 

Thanks to the Treasurer of the Central 
!House, Ur. Arthur H. Zeller for the box 
of candy enjoyed by the Deaconesses en-
route to Racine. 

Thanks to the Sisters ofThe Community 
of St. Eery for their kind hospitality at 
, the DeNoven Foundation for Church Work. 

Thanks to the Rt. Rev. Wm. H. Brady 
for his excellent conducting of our help-
ful and inspiring Retreat, Uhl& we pray 
may deepen our faith and enrich our 
hearts and minds through the Holy Spirit 
that we may realize the real presence of 
God. 

Clara Searle, 
Chairman 

- 	- 	- 	- 	- 
- 	- 	- 	- 

Deaconesses present - 1959 
Edith Adams, Agnes R. Bradley, ihrian 
Brown, Dorothea F. Betz,Edith A.Booth, 
Amelia Brereton, Berth H. Colby, 	 
Crow, Hilda Dieterly, Edna IL Dietz, 
Hildegarde Donning, Dorothy Duff ie, 
Eadeline Dunlap, Harriet English, Gladys 
Hall, Ruth Johnson, Betty Lank, Alice 
/layer, Clara Orwig, Ruth IL Parsons, 
Katharine Putnam, Lydia A. Ramsay (at 
DeKoven only), Wary H. Redd, Olive Rob-
inson (for the Blessing of the Central 
House only), Evelyn E. Seymour, Clara 
Searle, Eleanor P. Smith, Grace E.Smith, 
and Pauline Watts. 
Plus three studenta- Frances Campbell, 
Stella Englebert, and Ann Sherman 

Blessing of the Central House 
Evanston, Illinois 
October 12, 1959 

The Blessing of the new Central House 
for Deaconesses came as the first event 
on the program of the annual meeting of 
the National Conference of Deaconesses f 
1959. 



Report of the Treasurer 
	

Ootober 1, 1959 

Balance on hand: September 15, 1958 - as reported in THE DEACONESS, 1958, page 3 
General Funds 	 0220.37 
Undesignated Gifts 	 186.65 
Publicity and Promotion 	 127.90 
Emergency Fund 

Total Balance on hand 	 01,005.31 

RECEIPTS: September 15, to December 31st., 1958 
Interest on Savings Aocount 	 • 02 
Publicity and Promotion 	 38.00 
Central House-Pence Can Offering 	5.00 
Share of Triennial Offering 	446.75 
Emergency Fund(Transferred) 	107.00 
Retiring Fund for Deaconesses 	368.75 

965.52 Total Reoeipts 
Grand Total 71,970.83 

DISBURSEMITS: September 15, to December 31st. 1958 
General Funds: 

Printing "The Deaconess" 	0148.95 
Postage 	 10.80 
Office supplies 	

0165.17 
Pence Can Offering to Central 	ouse 5.00 
Transferred to Emergency Fund 107.00 
Emergency Fund 100.00 
Retiring Fund for Deaconesses 363.75 

Total Disbursements 040.92 
Balances on hand, January 1st, 1959 1.229,91 

Grand Total :A,970.83 
* SEE NOTE BELOW 	* 	* 	* 
First Three Quarters of 1959 - January 
RECEIPTS - For items on the Budget 

For General Expenses 
For the Central House 
Publioity and Promotion 
Triennial Travel Expenses 
Emergency Fund 
Contingency Fund 

* 	* 	* 	* 
1 to October 1, 1959 

k494.46(This includes („40.46, interest) 
109.00 

69.00 
57.00 
49.00 

478.00 
Total Receipts 056.46 

DISBURSIUTTS 
General Expenses 	 10.00 
Central 'louse 	 103.00 
Publicity and Promotion 	 317.50 
Emergency Fund 	 200.00 
Retiring bind for Deaconesses 

Total Disbursements 	 0635.50 

* Report of the FIRST three quarters of the 1959 BUDGET 
A RECAPITULATION OF THIS PAGE FOLLOWS ON THE NEXT PAGE OF THE NEWSLETTER 

October 1, 1959 - Total amount in Savings Bank account 01,550.87 
Total amount in "Speoial Savings Account" 01,718.72 



Treasurer's Report 	 Ootober 1st, 1959 

Budget Item Balance Balance 
&amount 1-1-59 Received Total Disbursed 10-1-59 

General Expenses 80.22 154.00 10.00 C:264.68 
0100.00 40.461nt. 274.68 

Central House 00.00 109.00 109.00 103.00 6.00 
6100.00 

Publicity and Promotion 
000.00 	 140.90 69.00 

234.00* 443.90 317.50 126.40 

Triennial Travel 
000.00 00.00 57.00 

243.00* 300.00 00. 300.00 

Emergency Fund 477.39 49.00 
0100.00 51.00* 577.39 200.00 377.39 

Contingency Fund 	526.40 	478.00 1,004.40 	528.00* 	476.40 
6100.00 

	

ii111144114011nd  for Deaco , emes  	
Totals 	 U,229.91 	956.46 	 635.50 .:1,550.87 
*Transfered in bookkeeping 
Not included in totals 	 Evelyn E. Seymour 

Treasurer 

Summary of the minutes of the 1959 
Annual Meeting 

The National Conference of Deaconesses 
met in the Conference Room of the DeNoven 
Foundation for Church Work on the evening 1 
of October 12th. and the afternoon of Oct. 
13th. Since no official action can be 
taken at this time, just a smoary of What! 
was discussed is given here. Since all 
Conferences and Retreats for the time 
being must be held in Retreat Centers ,the 
total cost per person at such places will 
be given in the advance notices. The Dea-
conesses this year were so generous in 
their offerings that it was decided to 
establish a Hospitality Fund, to be used 
in the future for those Who might need 	! 
help to make it possible for them to at-
tend a meeting. 

More information is to be sought be-
fore discussing our part in the formation 
of an interdenominational council of Dea-
conesses as suggested in a letter written 
by Deaconess Barnwell of the Methodist 
Church. 

(Continued in the next column) 

Three topics discussed at this meeting, 
and to be discussed further next year,be-
fore voting on them in 1961, were - 
1. Revisions in the By-Laws, * 
2. Modernization of the garb, ** 
3. Consideration of the Central House 

Cross as the Cross for all Deaconesses 
in our Church. 

It was decided to publish a NEWSLETTER. 
Dss. Seymour was asked to be the Editor. 

Dss.Edis i. Sargent's health made it 
necessary for her to resign from the Seo-
retaryship of the Conference (she is to 
remain a member of the Executive Committee) 
Des. Marian Brown was appointed to fill 
this office. 
(written by Edna licNeil Dietz) 
* published in THE DEACONESS - 1956 
** Mimeographed copies were given to ill 
present at the meeting. Copies will be 
mailed to everyone else. If you do not 
receive a copy please write to Am.:aloe 
Mayer, Grace House, t.Paul, Va. 



REPORT OF THE DEACONESS-IN-CHARGE of the CENTRAL HOUSE 
TO 
THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONLSSES 	 October 12, 1959 

The Staff of The Central House for 
Deaconesses has had many interesting ex-
periences during the past year, the most 
Important of which was the transfer of 
The Central House from Sycamore to Evan-
ston on December 1, 1958, after weeks of 
impatient waiting for painters, plumbers 
and plasterers. One student from the 
Diocese of Michigan arrived with the 
last load of furniture. On February lat., 
a candidate from the Diocese of Chicago 
owe into residenoe. Both candidates 
spent two weeks observing end helping 
the Chicago City Mission deaconesses 
prior to coming to the Central House. 

The 1959-60 term began on September 
14th with three instructors; Dr.Howard 
Hassinger, Dr. Percy Norwood and Dr. 
Mendig Cully. Parochial ministration is 
being direoted by Deaconess Brereton 
with the assistance of the Rev. Dargan 
Butt. The students are also taking a 
course in Social Case work at Loyola 
University in Chicago. The summer field 
work was done under the Town and Country 
Program, one student at Valle Crucis,N.C. 
and one under the Roanridge, MO. ,program. 

At the present time there are four 
candidates preparing for the diaoonate 
for women. Two are in residence at the 
Central House, one is studying privately 
in the Diooese of Massachusetts, and one 
in the Diocese of Chicago. Three women 
visited the Central House during the 
past year and two inquirers will visit 
over the week-end of Oct .16th. A new 
brochure is ready for the printer and 
should be released shortly. 

During the past year 53 women have 
written for information, ranging in age 
from high school students looking for-
ward to their life work, to women Over 
68 Who have retired from a life-time job, 
and widows Whose children are now grown 
and want something to do. 61 requests 
have come for literature for use in dis-
cussion groups and 86 packets of litera-
ture were sent to summer conferences. 
Seven talks have been made. 

(continued in the next column) 

BOUT THE  HOUSE: Our House though small 
is in a most strategic looation. It is 
the start for which we heve long prayed 
and at the present time, ell that we can 
afford to support on our very limited 
budget. Several deaconesses have made 
generous gifts to The House. Deaconess 
Putnam provided a new gas stove, hot 
water heater, vacuum cleaner and dish-
washer. Desconees Edith Adams, Who had 
given us en apartment size gas stove in 
Sycamore, Which we still use, has given 
us a ges incinerator. Deaconess Clara 
Searle has given two lovely pieces of fur-
niture, dishes and silver from her home, 
and Desooness Brereton has given a new 
Wurlitzer Organ for the chapel, as well 
as seeds, bulbs, garden tools, etc. to 
beautify the outside of the House. The 
Discretionary Fund which is made up of 
gifts from friends and deaconesses is 
like the widow's cruse. There always 
seems to be s little bit more, and this 
fund has boucht many things, relieving 
the Central House Funds for such items as 
mortgage tayments, repairs, honorariums 
for instructors, etc. NV Discretionary 
Fund has furnished, the house with new 
window shedea, a rug mat, cutting and fit-
ting the rugs to the new floors, bought 
book-cases for the studentla rooms, a 
coffee table, basement storage shelves, 
paint and other items. In addition it has 
paid for extra printing, and postage, and 
is now paying for the tuition of the two 
students et Loyola University, and their 
transportation by "L° three days a week. 

From the Chapel Fund, we have bought 
new Office Lights and a purple Eucheristic 
set. Through Deaconess Truesdell, the Rev. 
Canon C.E.Savege and the Rev. William O. 
Lewis of Christ Church, Moline, Illinois, 
have given a green and a red Eucharistic 
set and Miss Mary Moore of Davenportgowa, 
on the enniversary of Deaconess Truesdell 
Setting Apart presented. the House with a 
lovely Pall. The Chapel is now well ap-
pointed.Deily Offices, Intercession and 
Compline ere said and each Wednesday a 
member of the faculty of Seabury-Weatern 
Seminary celebrates the Holy Eucharist at 

(continued on the next page) 



strength to them to help them to bear 
their infirmities. 

pECRUITING AND TALKS: 
We know the importance of keeping the 

work of deaconesses constantly before the 
public. Let us never miss an opportunity 
to witness for the Order. 

(continued from previous page) 
our Altar. On Tuesday and Thursday of 
each week the entire household attends 
services at The Seminary. In iarch, Bishol 
Street conducted a Quiet Day for the 
Chicago Chapter of Deaconesses at The 
Central House. kt this time Frances Camp-
bell, after serving her three months pro-
bationary period received the student 
cross and was formally admitted for train-
ing. On the Feast of St.Philip and St. 
James, the entire household went to Syca-
more for a Quiet Day at which time Ann 
Sherman received her student cross and 
was formally admitted for training. 

q1FUTU5E OF 11E CEKTRZIL HOUSE: 
g We are now well established in Evan-
ston in a particularly stretegic spot. We 
are well egare of our limitations,in not 
being able to provide rooms for visiting 
deaconesses. There ere severel reasons 
for this. The first and most important is 

Life in the House is rich and full, 	that we have neither the money to buy nor 
With such a small student body it is nat- to maintain a house the size we would 
urally more of a family than an institu- need for this purpose at this time. As 
tion. Deaconess Donsing keeps us well 	much as we yeern to do so we cannot main- 
with the good food she prepares. Deeconess tain a house with roams Which would re- 
Brereton keeps busy with teething, gar- 	main empty months on end awaiting dea- 
dening, running errands and assisting the conesses who might, or might not come. 
Deaconess-in-charge with the many requests However, the Board of Trustees of The 
that come to her. The two students keep us Central House is deeply concerned about 
constantly on our toes with their enthu- this problem and is considering ways and 
siamn, imagination and joy in the life for means for overcoming it. In the meentime 
which they are preparing, 	 bear with us and keep in mind that during 

the summer it is possible for 112,  to have 
During the past year we lost five 

deaconesses. Laura Callaway died While we 
were in idami Beach. In November, Anne 
Gilliland, finally laid down her work 
after years of great activity. In Dec., 
Heath Dudley, Who had gone back into 
active service to the chaplain in the 
hospital in Pueblo, Colorado, died as she 
was preparing a bite to eat before going 
on duty for her afternoon visits. 01 Ner. 
31st, Elsie Riebe,never giving up hope 
that she would again go back to China, 
went on into closer union with her Lord 
and Nester, and on April 26th, Ruth Byl-
lesby, active for so many years, and 
faithful to her Vocation begun 63 years 
before, entered life eternal. May God 
grent these faithful women Light and Peace 
and continual growth in His Service in 
His heavenly kingdom. 

As far as I know, Niriam Allen is in 
the same condition she was last year. 
}try Frances Nerd is getting elong well 
after a very devastating fall. Do carry 
these, and all our ill deaconesses in 
your prayers every day. Let us offer our 

(continued in the next column) 

three deaconesses visiting at the House 
at one time. During the month of July the 
City of Evanston has much to offer to 
make it a most enjoyeble place. There are 
concerts ,films, recitals and lectures 
through the University. There is always 
the Lake, just two blocks away for swim-
ming or just sitting on the shore watch-
ing the boats and enjoying the breeze. 

Those Who are close to our life and 
work, feel we have done the right thing 
in moving to Evanston and that there is 
every indication of growth, both for The 
Central House and its usefulness to the 
Church, and for the Order of Deaconesses. 
Let us all work hard with the Holy Spirit 
to make it grow. Let us each one do our 
part in bringing one young woman into the 
Order. Let us ask our friends to help us 
to support our House. As it says in Pro-
verbs 28:18,"Where there is no vision the 
people perish." We know What we have to 
offer, we know What we can be and do.With 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit and with 
our hard work we can make our Vision come 
true and become a mighty force for God in 
the spread of His ningdom. 
Respectfully submitted:Edith A. Booth 



RETREAT - Conductor : The Rt. Rev. William H. Brady, D.D. October 13-14, 1959 

Preparation: 	 . §.11.11214 ijecUMAtita 
1. The Holy Spirit is the realConductor. St.Luke I126-40 The story of the Annuncia-
It is for Him to guide, instruct and tell tion is the story of the beginning of 
us that to do. Give the Holy Spirit the Christianity and the Christian life. 
opportunity to speak to us - to move our Two elements ar the Christiaa life are so 
hearts and our wills. 	 evident in this story: 
2. Keeping of the silenoe - not only not 1. Being 	 2.Doing 
speaking but giving of the heart and mind People often miss the proper order of 
and mill. 	 these elements, and it is a trap for the 
3. Thin_king about God while doing other professional worker to get them in the 
things, dressing, bathing, eto.- - - 	wrong order. Mae always oomes first. If 

Praising God. 	 la person le, a person anea.If a person is 
r
I
ot, a person does not. 

First ileditation 	 t is not until the Blessed Virgin Lary 
Subject- General idea of what we are - beoomes, that she does. lmmediateIy,When 
Text:-"Ye have not chosen me but I have Our Lord oame into her, she went forth to 
chosen you and sent you, ..S." minister to Elizabeth. 

Behind His words is the faot of His 	Beinp  is the first truth of the Chris - 
Creation, that He made the world and all tian life. The Christian life is the life 
in it. All fadhioned and designed by the in which we set about being Godla."That 
perfect mind of God for a apecial purpose He may dwell in us and we in Dim." Cer- 
and function. Infinite value in every 	tainIy, if God is in me, He will be doing 
iota in it. 	 through me. Holy Baptism is the introduo- 

Each of us is created for a particular tion into the Christian life. It is the 
function for a peculiar work which is 	platform of being.  "That he mgy be made a 
ours alone. This is what we call our no- member of Christ, the child of Cod, and an 
cation. Our vooation is for us the only inheritor of the Ningdom of heaven." The 
life we could possibly live. The only 	person baptized beoomes a new being. We 
thing natural for a person is that which are not all children of God., but we are all 
God has given him, the only way in which oreatures of God. There is only one child 
he can be himself. Collect-"Every man in of God - Jesus Christ. In baptism we are 
his vocation and ministry, ...." In that inoorporated into this body of Christ and 
vocation only can the true nature of the His Churdh. God's love reaches out through 
person be felfilled and have peaoe - can the Church, "We receive this Oland into 
look up into the Father's Faoe and say, the congregation of Christ's flock, ....ft 
"Father into Thy Hands I commend my Spirit." 

To conclude these thoughts let us busieingB 	is translated into leina, but being 
ourselves with the question -Lord, you always comes first. Neither you nor I, nor 
have created me for a special reason-like all of us put together, oan ever do the 
a glorious painting and no one can take work of God. We do not have Hie mind and 
my place and if I am not in it the whole His infinite love. Only God oan do His 
picture is spoiled. I am called. to be a work. All we can do is to give ourselves 
Deaconess in Thy Church. Help me, 0 Lord to God and let Him work through us. Only 
to understand, to have a clearer vision He knows it, only He is capable of doing 
of what you have called me to do - never it. Our big job is to be His and to live in 
counting the cost - to give my lifeOlny Him. He is with US. always. With our eyes 
a Deaconess not becauae I want to be He is seeing, with our hands He is doing, 
but beoause that is what God has called with our hearts He is loving, with our feet 
me to do and that is the only natural waYHe is walking. The nearer we get to God the 
of life for ma - To find out one must more practical we become, the more we are 
live it more intensely and 14 it God willGod's the more realistic, the greater our 
show the way. 	 accomplishments. We be therefore we do. 

When the Lord God dwells within us, then 
the Lord. God does His work. 

(continued on the next page) 



2nd. Meditation continued. 
Rule  of Life. We should ask oureelvessDoes 
it bring me closer to God ? Should I say 
my prayers and offices more thoughtfully, 
more oarefully ?What can I add to them ? 
How can I give my life more completely to 
God 7 How oan I become more completely His 
"If any man will ooze after Me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his oross and 
follow fl e." Unless we y_l, we can not .42. 
If we are God's, God through us can do 
anything. 
Modern society thinks such things are oras 
We are dishonest, unless we are honest. If 
a man does not do what he believes is righ• 
he is a liar. 
If one ja, then one does. God calls ue and 
enables us by His greoe to be entirely His 
"I, yet not I, but Christ dmelleth in me." 

!Meditation - The Gospel for last Sunday. 
1(20th. after Trinity) - St. Matthew:22 
Extremely simple - but so often we do not 
'understand. The marriage of His Son -Our 
Lord oan express sternal truth because 
Ile dealt in terms of life lived. The 
'Jews - the people chosen by God.- God had 
guided, encouraged - they slipped forward 
and back, eto.,eto. The great Temple Wor - 

 

ahip all looked forward to the lbssiah. 
.e came and the Eternal Gospel was offered 
and rejected. The tragedy of the Jews 

found when God who was their God through 
all the centuries came and they couldn't 
!even reoognize Him. They had so put out 
of their lives any real oonsecration of 

I themselves to God. 
The rest of the world came - 
Then the great moment came (in the Gospel) 
Nome -me mnonees m axe euurece. -ny 

Third Meditation 	 friend, my buddy, how earnest thou without 
Preliminary:- The need of a Rule of Life, a wedding garment VI 
Need a definite rule to live the Christian 1. He didn't have to come but he accepted. 

	

life - even though we have all the 	So the responsibility was his. 
grace of the Sacraments - to tie us into 2. The wedding garment was at the gate. 
the things we should do. The things of the He didn't care enough about it to make a 
world and the deceits of the devil soon 	Change. He was speechless - oast out in- 
come and prevent us if we do not have a 	to utter darkness. 
Rule. We speak of keeping it but later we The Holy Eucharist - the marriage of God's 
learn our Rule keeps us. It should be ex- Son to the Church. Al]. of us invited and 
tremely simple, be the minimum below 	all accepted - the responsibility is ours. 
which we must not go. 	 How oarefully we should prepare. We say 
1. Communions-not sure if they should be we trust God but think how He trusts usl 
daily, unless advised by competent ad- 	He is there - The King who comes in. We 
visor - but, should be made each Sunday 	can take Him and do with Him What we 
and oertain weekdays - have a definite 	please. That is our responsibility in 
plan. 	 accepting Him. Therefore we should care- 
2. Recitation of 'Morning and Evening 	fully e.xaraine our conscience and make as 
Prayer - helps strengthen Pariah Priest 	complete an act of contrition as we can. 
and the people. 	 Come saturated with love, prepared to be 
3. Daily Meditation - Some time every day- His lansion. Ie comes to dwell is US. 
at least 15 minutes daily to enrich your 	In the last Gospel (in the Eucharist) 
life. 	You became saturated with God, 	you and I are being talked about. God 
and as you go out you carry God with you, has become incarnate. To them that do 
4. Intercessions and Petitions - Talk with receive Him - become the sons of God. 
God about the simple things of ours as 	Again becoming incarnate in us. Some 
well as the more important. The great 	will not receive Him but as we keep go- 
things stand only if little things go well. ing to Comnunion, He can reach them 
5. Self-examination - Use of Beatitudes, 	through us. We are co-redeemers with Him- 
Seven Deadly Sins, the Virtues, etc. Help He dwells in us. God has oalled us to do 
us to see clearly as when we stand before a oertain job, to be holy in our parti-
the judgement seat- a review of the day- 	oular vocation. We cant see resulta but 
of that we did do that was gad and thank just leave them to Him, and God will 
God for that, 	 bring them about. 
Then fit the rest of our life into what 	 • 
is in our Rule. 	 (First and Third reported by Dss.Edith 

1.1. Adams - the Second, by Des. Agnes R. 
Bradley) 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Dear Deaconesses: 
The annual meeting and Retreat of 

the National Conference closed on 
Sept. 23rd. To those present it was a 
rewarding experince• 

With the 1959 offering, to which 
many of you were most generous, the 
Conference invited thirteen deaconesses 
to be our guests. Finally four said 
they could cane. And how we enjoyed 
having them! Three of them had not been 
to an annual meeting for years. You 
will find a little note from them further 
on. 

With this year's offering, we gave 
a gift to Bishop MoNairy, our Conductor, 
and to the Sisters, paid the printing 
expense, gave Central House $200, and 
put $70.20 in the Hospitality Fund. This 
Fund will have a very slow growth, since 
the Conference voted not to ask for an 
offering at the annual meetings from the 
whole group of deaconesses. 

Plans for our Triennial meeting, 
Sept. 15 and 16, 1961, at Detroit, 
Michigan, are under way. As soon as 
they are ready, you will be sent full 
instructions. DO plan to be present. 

I want to thank each of you for 
your cooperation, your offering and 
your prayers. 

Faithfully yours in Our Lord, 
Edna McNeil Diets, Deaconess. 
Chairman of Executive Committee 
National Conference of 

Deaconesses. 

A LINE OF THANKS 

We, four happy people, guests of the 
Order of Deaconesses at the recent 
Conference at De Koven Foundation and 
at the Central House for Deaconesses, 
wish to send a "bread and butter" let- 
ter of sincerest thanks for all the plea-
sures and benefits this kindness has 
brought. We shall not forget them. 

Gratefully yours, 
Mary Sandys Hutton 
Kate S. Mayer 
Harriet English 
Mary E. S. Dawson  

CONFERENCE IMPRESSIONS 

Firsts Trees. Beautiful trees. Almost 
a forest of trees. "Stretching out low-
ing arms". Protecting us from the dust, 
noise and hurry of the world's ways. 
"Only God can make a tree." 
Seconds NEW Deaconesses. Already at 
home among us. Already, too, with fresh 
contributions to the order. 
Thirds Mary Sandys Hutton. An Inspira-
tion and a blessing from the start. 
Fourth: A radiant countenance. A flash 
of Episcopal purple. A rich deep voice. 
And a soul—stirring message. 
Fifth: The Lord's Prayer. Familiar 
words with a new meaning, resounding 
from the deaconesses in unison. 
Sixth: A little book, borrowed on the 
spot. Small enough to finish, though 
read slowly and pondering,ly. Thoughts 
to remember. 
Seventh: Silence. Quiet. Thirty 
women, all friends together. All inter-
ested in one—another's work and welfare, 
yet quiet, listening to the Friend of all. 
Eighth:, Parting. As indicated on our 
deaconess crosses, in all directions. 
For a new beginning. 

Thanks be to Godl 
Mary E. S. Dawson 

DEACONESSES PRESENT, 1960 

With M. Adams; Edith A. Booth; Agnes R. 
Bradley; Amelia Brereton; Celia Brown; 
Marian Brown; Frances Campbell; Ruth 
H. Colby; Lillian Crow; Mary E. S. Dew 
son; Hilda L. Dieterly; Edna M. Diets; 
Hildegarde Donsing; Dorothy Duffie; Stel-
la P. Englebert; Harriet H. English; 
Mary S. Hutton; Ruth Johnson; Alice Mayer; 
Kate S. Mayer; Anne Newman; Ruth M. 
Parsons; Katharine Putnam; Lydia A. 
Ramsay; Clara Searle. Ann Sherman; Mary 
P. Truesdell; and Pauline Watts. 

(Lt. Con. Marian Wheeler cane as the 
guest of Dss. Bradley.) 



SUMMARY OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETING, Sept. 20, 1960 

Meeting opened with prayer by Des. Searle:. 
Present: Deaconesses Dietz, Booth, 
Brereton, Dieterly, Colby, English, Crow, 
Brown and Searle. 

It was decided that there be no ex-
ecutive committee meeting held in 1961 
unless such a meeting was found to be 
necessary. 

Deaconess Sargent's resignation be-
cause of ill health was accepted with 
regret, and Deaconess Crow was asked to 
fill the vacancy on the Executive Com-
mittee, 

Deaconess Colby extended the invi-
tation of the Rev. W. B. Sperry, Rector 
of Christ Church, Detroit, for the Con-
ference to meet there Sept. 15, 16, 1961, 
which was gratefully accepted. 

Suggested Schedule for 1961: 
Executive Committee meeting(if neces-
sary) at 2:30 Friday afternoon, Sept. 
15, and banquet that evening, Bishop 
Mason of Dallas to be asked to speak. 
Corporate Communion Saturday morning 
with Mr. Sperry invited to celebrate, 
followed by breakfast and the Confer-
ence Triennial meeting. Deaconess Colby 
will find out about costs and notify us. 
There is a convenient hotel nearby and 
in walking distance of the Convention 
Hell. 

Other topics for discussion were 
referred to the Conference tomorrow. 

Closing prayers by Deaconess 
Brereton. 	Adjourned. 

SUMMARY OF NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
MEETING, Sept. 21, 1960 

Meeting opened with prayer by Deaconess 
English. 
Minutes of the meeting of Oct. 13, 1959, 
were approved. Also Minutes of Execu-
tive Committee of yesterday were read 
and noted. 7),,,a, 4,4.644.4444441ti.-e( 

4rgerealMai7—of the Treasury's re-
portdyas-reatHay-Sisrlikekvssa In the 
absence of Treasurer, Deaconess Seymour, 

Report of Central House was read by 
Deaconesa Booth and accepted with cheers. 

The Interim Report of the Joint 
Commission on the work of Deaconesses 
was given, with comments, by Dss. John-
son. It was voted to send a letter of 
appreciation to Bishop Mason Chairman 

Pb.go 2 

of the Commission, to express the grati-
tude of the deaconesses on the good work 
of the Commission. 

Plans for the Triennial meeting in 
Detroit next year were announced and 
accepted as outlined in the EXecutive 
Committee meeting. We are to make res-
ervations with Deaconess Colby who will 
send us all necessary information. 

An exhibit booth for deaconesses at 
the Convention was approved. 

A Newsletter for this 1960 Confer-
ence was requested, and Deaconess Put-
nam was asked to see to the printing 
and mailing, all material to be sent 
her by Oct. 8th. 

A letter from Miss Barnwell to 
Deaconess Seymour concerning our parti-
cipation in the Interdergmdxstional 
Council of Deaconesses was discussed 
and Dss. Seymour was asked to write 
Miss Barnwell, acknowledging receipt 
of the letter saying that no action 
could be taken at this time. 

Deaconess Adams asked that a com-
mittee be appointed to undertake the 
revising of our ' , Devotions for Deacon-
esses ,' booklet, and report in 1961. 

Other topics discussed: 

Hy-law revision to be acted on in 1961. 
Homes for Retired Deaconesses. 
Spiritual healing. 
Propers for St. Phoebe's day. 

Program for Annual Meetings of 
Conference was then discussed. It was 
decided to have no business meeting 
except at Triennial, the program for 
intervening years to consist of an in-
formative lecture or study by a person 
competent in that field, and the 
Retreat. 	 - 

' 
Resolutions were read by Deaconess 

Campbell and accepted. 

Closing prayers by Deaconess Colby. 
Adjourned, 

Above reports submitted by 
Marian Brown, Secretary. 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

Report of the Treasurer 	 September 16, 1960 

Balance on hand January 1, 1960, as sent out Feb. 1st. 1960 to all Deaconesses 
General Expenses 	 $250.00 
Publicity and Promotion 	 75.05 
Triennial Travel Fund 	 300.00 
EMergency Fund 	 377.39 
Contingent Fund 	 476.40 
Special Hospitality Fund 	191.50 

Total Balance 	 $1,670.34 

Receipts: 	January 1, to September 15, 1960 
General Expenses 	 $ 58.50 
Publicity and Promotion 	100.00 
Central House 	 75.50 
Contingent Fund 	 501.61 
Triennial Travel Fund 	 45.50 
Emergency Fund 	 172.50 
1960 Annual Meeting Offering 	5.00 

$ 	958.61 

Disbursements: 	January 1, to September 16, 1960 
Printing 	 $ 61.00 
Central House 	 75.50 
Emergency Fund 	 131.25 
Special Hospitality Fund 	191.50 
1960 Annual Meeting Offering 	5.00 

$ 	464.25 
Balance on hand, September 16, 1960 

General Expenses 	 $ 308.50 	*Needed to be transfered from Con- 
Central House 	 .00 ... 	24.50 	 tingent Fund 
Publicity and Promotion 	 114.05 ... 200.00 
Triennial Travel Fund 	 345.50 ... 254.50 
Emergency Fund 	 418.64 ... 	47.50 
Contingent Fund 	 * 	Total $526.50 which will _22p.ol 

Total balance in Bank Account 9/16/60$21603 	leave $451.51 in this account. 
* 	* 	* 	* 	* 	* 	* 	* 	* 	* 	* 	* 	* 	* 	* 	* 	* 

Budget Item 	Balance 	Receipts 	Total 	Disbursements 	Balance 
1/1/60 	1/1-9/15 	 1i1-9/15 	9/15/60 

Gen. Exp. 	$250.00 	$ 58.50 	$308.50 	$ 	.00 	$308.50 

Cent. House 	.00 	75.50 	75.50 	75.50 	 ..00 

Pub. & Prom. 	75.05 	100.00 	175.05 	61.00 	114.05 

Tr. Travel 	300.00 	45.50 	345.50 	•00 	345.50 

Emergency Fund 	377.39 	172.50 	549.89 	131.25 	418.64 

Contingent Fund 	476.40 	501.61 	978.01 	.00 	978.01See 
Non budget items - 	 note above 

Hospitality Fund 	191.50 	.00 	191,50 	191.50 	 .00 

In Special Savings Account 	 Evelyn E. Seymour, Deaconess 
$1,766.26 	 Treasurer 
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REPORT OF THE DEACalESS-IN.-CHARGE OF CENTRAL HOUSE 

TO THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES - September 20, 1960 

The annual Retreat and Conference of 
1959 brought many deaconesses together 
in Evanston, prior to the meeting at De 
Koven Foundation. All who gathered at 
1906, Orrington ave., for the Eucharist 
and the Blessing of the House felt, I am 
sure, a deep sense of gratitude for the 
step forward in the life of the House 
which its establishment in Evanston would 
mean to the future life of the Order. 

In 1958 when we took this step we 
knew that some day, as it is with all 
growth, we would have to take another 
one, for the houee we were in was not 
large enough for our needs if we were 
to grow as we ehould. However, we were 
grateful for small bleseings. Without 
any warning in the spring of 1960 we 
learned that the house at 1914 Orrington 
Ave., just two doors from where we were 
located, was to be eold. It was a large 
Victorian house with rooms sufficient 
for our needs for many years to came, 
and right in the location we desired. 
The possibility of securing this house 
was presented to the Board of Trusteee 
who voted to try to acquire the property, 
expressing in this decision their faith 
in the future growth of the Order, and 
its place in the life of the Church. It 
was also voted to ask the National Coun-
cil for a grant of $15,000 toward the 
purchase price, and as you know, this 
was granted. An anonymous gift of 
$3,000 was received immediately from one 
deeply concerned about the House and the 
Order to apply on the purchase price, 
and another gift was received in the 
form of an annuity from one of our deac-
onesses. On July 15 the contract was 
signed with a down payment of $20,000. 
The balance is to be paid by January 15, 
1961. The former Central House is to be 
3old and the price applied on the new 
house. 

We are now in the new house. Some of 
you have slept under its roof. There 
are repairs to be made, but if we all 
work and pray about it and.for'it, we 
can very soon make it the lovely place 
we would like it to be and to which we 
will be proud and happy to come. 

The biggest event in the life of the 
Order during the past year was the Set-
ting Apart of our three new' deaconesses 
in July. I do not need to give you the 
details of the beautiful services when 

Frances Campbell, Stella Ehglebert and 
Ann Sherman offered themselves to God 
and were accepted by the Church for 
service therein. Deaconess Ehglebert 
continues on the staff of the Episcopal 
City Missions in Chicago. Deaconess 
Campbell and Deaconess Sherman both 
serve on the staff of St. Anne's Home 
for Handicapped Children near Charlottes. 
ville, Virginia. We rejoice that they 
are here with us at this Conference and 
hope that before very long they will be 
taking their places on committees and 
boards and helping to form the policies 
and plans of our Order. 

At the present time we have three 
deaconess candidates. On Friday, Sept. 
23rd, Mrs. Elizabeth Craige of the Dio-
cese of Indianapolis will begin her 
training at the Central House. Mrs. 
Phyllis Edwards of the Diocese of O1-  
pia hae been accepted as a candidate by 
Bishop Lewis, but because of the needs 
of her high school daughter, she must 
study at home this year. Marjorie Zetbal 
of the Diocese of Massachusetts is the 
third candidate, studying privately 
under the direction of Bishop Stokes. 
She has been quite ill with hepititis 
which has delayed her studies. Do keep 
these three women in mind. Pray also 
for Doris Hunting, Ilene Smith, and 
Billie McKinney who are seriously con-
sidering the Vocation of Deaconesses. 

Deaconess Brereton and I have made 
many talks in the Diocese of Chicago 
during the past year On October 1st 
I go to the Diocese of Dallas for a ten 
day speaking trip. Many hundreds of 
pieces of literature have been sent out 
and the ad in Forth continues to bring 
inquiries. More and more of the clergy 
are writing for information. 

A small group of faithful Friends 
continues to support us. I sincerely 
wish this group might be enlarged. The 
gift of one was particularly touching, 
This Friend, not having much in the way 
of worldly goods, wanted to give a gift 
to the Central House to express her ap-
preciation and thankfulness for the 
prayer leaflets sent to her which had 
helped her greatly. So, in order to 
make such a thankoffering, she sold a 
very greatly loved antique sugar and 
creamer and sent the check to us. Such 
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Report of Central House, (Continued) 	Church in this way: 
gifts of sacrifice and love can only 
bring rich blessings to the Central 
House. 

The Alumnae Association of the New 
York Training School for Deaconesses has 
presented a very lovely Chalice and Paten 
to the Central House, given to the Ora-
tory of the Good Shepherd by Beatrice 
Creighton Deaconess, in 1910, also a 
Bread Box in memory of Anna Mary Carroll. 
The gifts that have come from you as in-
dividuals and as a group through the 
treasurer are deeply appreciated and 
work wonders. 

This year Deaconess Phyllis Spencer 
will be in residence at the Central 
House while doing graduate work at the 
National College of Education in Evan-
ston. 

We miss this year at the Central 
House the presence of Deaconess Donsing 
who retired in July. She will however, 
be on call for the many times when both 
Deaconess Brereton and I must be away. 

We have lost six deaconesses since 
our last meeting. Let us stand in honor 
of these faithful servants of our Lord 
as we read their names: 	Died: 
Grace Ethel Smith 	Dec. 15, 1959 
Agnes Clark 	 Jan. 3, 1960 
Dorothy M. Dowding 	Jan. 28, 1960 
Elizabeth Coe 	 Mch, 8, 1960 
Miriam Allen 	 Jun. 29, 1960 
Anna Rebecca Armstrong 	Aug. 29, 1960 

Lord, all pitying Jesus blest, 
Grant them Thine eternal rest. 

In I Cor. 16:9, St. Paul says: 
"For a great door and effectual is open 
unto me and there are many adversaries." 
In Ephesus St. Paul found great oppor-
tunities, and also opposition, and for 
these two reasons he stayed in Ephesus. 
The same is true of our Order today. I 
feel 8A great door and effectual is open 
unto us - and there are many adversaries-
indifference, lack of concern among 
clergy and lay people, and the encroach-
ment of worldly standards into the life 
of the Church, but we pray that we may 
have the same vision and zeal St. Paul 
had of winning the world for Christ. 
The Joint Commission on the work of 
Deaconesses ended their interim report 
which was sent to all Bishops of the 

"Finally we believe that with great 
tasks before the Church in this day 
we shall need all the professional and 
trained workers it is possible to 
secure. It is our belief that the 
Order of Deaconesses, supported by 
canonical provisions for the security 
of its members is one of the great 
sources of power to do our Lord's 
Will." 

Yes, a great door and effectual is 
open to us. Let Us not, through lack 
of vision or lack of effort lose this 
opportunity. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Edith A. Booth, 

Deaconess-in-charge 

REPORT OF THE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 

To Bishop MeNairy, thanks for taking 
the time from a busy schedule to 
conduct our Retreat, from which we 
will all leave deeply enriched. 

To the Director of Studies of Central 
House, Dr. H. H. Hassinger, our ap-
preciation for his Celebration of the 
Holy Communion on Tuesday for all the 
Deaconesses gathered at Central House. 

To Deaconess Booth and Deaconess Brere-
ton, a standing ovation for being 
such gracious hostesses to the many 
who stopped at Central House, both 
before and after the Conference and 
Retreat. 

A thank-you to Deaconesses Searle, 
Englebert, Breretan, Newman and Mayer 
for sharing their cars on the way to 
and from De Koven. 

To Bishop Mason a letter of apprecia-
tion for the Interim Report of the 
Joint Commission read by Deaconess 
Johnson. 

To the Sisters of St. Mary our thanks 
for their hospitality and for the 
privilege of sharing their Holy 
Communion Service on St. Matthew's 
Day. 

Frances Campbell 



INTERIM REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMISSION ON THE hORK OF DEACONESSES 
Read by Deaconess Johnson, a member of the Commission. 
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The Joint Commission on the Work of 
Deaconesses has so far during this tri-
ennium met four times. As a result of 
these meetings and the study and work 
carried on between meetings, the Joint 
Commission offers at this time the fol-
lowing suggestions to the Church for her 
consideration and action. 

Our first concern is with the physi-
cal well-being of Deaconesses who have 
retired. In particular we feel that the 
Church has a great responsibility which 
must be recognized whenever a deaconess 
does not have sufficient retirement in-
come so that she may live in comfort. 
The Retiring Fund for Deaconesses, 
through the provisions of its charter is 
able to help in cases of need....The 
Women of the Church have so far nobly 
offered to carry a share of this respon-
sibility. It is our sincere hope and 
prayer that they will increase the amount 
they can give until such time as the 
Church fully accepts her responsibility 
for the care of her retired or disabled 
deaconesses. Such help....could well be 
the difference for many deaconesses be-
tween dire need and a respectable com-
fort in old age. 

Our second concern is for the retire-
ment plan for Deaconesses now in service. 
The Church cannot continue to ignore 
her responsibility for an office which 
she canonically recognizes, namely, the 
Office of Deaconess. It is our intent 
to submit to next General Convention an 
addition to Canon 51, the Canon pertain-
ing to the Work of Deaconesses, which 
would make it mandatory for any Church 
or agency or institution using the serv-
ices of a Deaconess to have an adequate 
financial plan for her retirement. In 
our minds it is quite immoral to ignore 
this responsibility any longer....Once 
such canonical changes are made, and the 
practical working out of retirement is 
Oncluded, then any woman who wants to 
give her life to God and man as a Deac-
oness of the Church can feel that the 
Church is not irresponsible but cares 
for her servants. Recruitment ought there-
fore to increase, for much work needs to 
be done which deaconesses are trained 
to do. 

Our third concern is with the actual 
stipend being currently offered to 
Deaconesses. No one becomes a Priest 
or Deaconess for the sake of money, but 
by the same token no one has a right to 
expect a Priest or Deaconess to serve 
the Church at a sub-standard economic 
level. The Joint Commission is of the 
opinion that in certain instances the 
Church is taking advantage of proffered 
services of Deaconesses by depriving 
them of adequate income. This can be 
stopped quickly if we have a mind to 
stop it. 

Our fourth concern is to broaden the 
training program for Deaconesses at 
Central House. This program is already 
under way. The conviction behind this 
particular move is that there are hun-
dreds of women of middle age who have 
been trained in their youth as social 
workers, nurses, teachers, etc. who are 
now for good reasons able to give the 
balance of their lives to the Church as 
Deaconesses. In many instances what is 
needed is a refresher course in those 
fields 	The Church is moving into a 
new era in institutional care which 
calls for devoted and trained leader-
ship. Such a source of power can be an 
Order of Deaconesses so trained. 

Our fifth concern is that the Church 
know of the work of Deaconesses. With 
less than 100 Deaconesses in active 
service the vast majority of Church 
members have no knowledge that the Of-
fice of Deaconess exists, and never in 
their life have met a deaconess.... 
It is our hope that the work of deacon-
esses can be presented in every diocese 
....and also urge seminaries to present 
to students once each year the work of 
deaconesses in the Church. 

Finally we believe that with great 
tasks before the Church in this day we 
shall need ail the professional and 
trained workers it is possible to 
secure. It is our belief that the 
Order of Deaconesses supported by 
canonical provisions for the security of 
its members is one of the great sources 
of power to do our Lord's will. 
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RETREAT - CONDUCTOR, The Rt. Rev. Philip F. McNairy, Suffragan Bishop of 

Minnesota, September 21 - 22, 1960. Racine, Wis. 

SUBJECT: THE GRACE OF GOD. The Upward Reach, the Downward Reach, the 
Outward Reach. 

First Meditation:  The Upward Reach. 
Text: The Gospel for the 14th Sunday 
after Trinity, St. Luke 19:11-19. The 
healing of the ten lepers, man's upward 
reach to God in time of need. Miracles 
are not forced an man. Though God's 
power is known to all men, a miracle re-
veals Him in a pin-point of time. Lep-
rosy is a living death, and was regarded 
as a broken moral law and punishment for 
sin. To this the Church spells an ever-
lasting "NO". Christ comes to bring 
life more abundant, healing of body, 
soul and mind. One man received "life 
abundant", nine were healed in body be 
cause of their need and of their faith. 
But faith is not worthiness. Christ is 
not an austere God but He who wills 
health. That Christianity is a religion 
of Grace, not by merit, is the Good 
News. The grace of God is not forced 
upon us, but God waits for us to reach 
upward to Him that He may reach down-
ward to us with His free gift, reaching 
down through the Cross. 

Two forces war in man, conformity to 
the world, which pulls him down, and 
the restlessness in his soul which is 
the disturbing element set by God to 
draw him upward as the forces of good and 
evil battle for his soul. 

Belonging to the Christian fellowship 
Should lead to new life, winning of 
souls to Christ, bringing in outsiders 
to the Church. Many think that favor 
with God can be won by going to Church, 
but there is no merit in mere attendance 
with lifeless repetitions by people and 
priests, with many distractions, with 
sermons that do not reveal Christ. God 
is personalized in Christianity, and 
worship is to see Jesus only. 

The Church offers a sacramental life 
where the fnmily is the base, from Bap-
tism which is enlistment, through Con-
firmation which is equipment for battle, 
necessary for the growing will. Then 
marriage which is like a triangle, the 
apex of God. When the triangle is broken. 
God disappears. But the need then is 
for repentance through Which the priest 
declares God's willingness to forgive *  

The individual may say that he has no 
need of the Church, he is able to pray 
alone. But this is like shutting one-
self in a closet, and his prayer be-
comes "Me and God". But Christianity is 
a fellowship, and prayer is the upward 
reach, faith the act of will, all of 
mind we can possibly use, not by posi+ 
tive thinking, not by manipulators, but 
by opening the door to faith. So God 
waits until His child "by adoption and 
grace" says "Father, forgive me." 

Second Meditation: The Downward Reach. 
The downward reach of God to the 

leper's plea, "Have mercy." We must be 
ready to receive the gift of love that 
waits to be wanted. The prodigal Son, 
the blind man, all are miracles of love, 
but the greater miracle is the often 
unappreciated gift of life, and the 
greatest of all, the Incarnation. Why 
did "God so love?" Because of his 
children's need, He comes to them. 

The Church has often been afraid to 
proclaim her healing mission through the 
grace of God who wills health. In men, 
only sin and ignorance causes sickness, 
but in the quiet offering to Him of our 
weakness His healing power becomes effec-
tive. The Christian religion is not the 
power of healing, but it is God's a-
chievement. The Samaritan leper was 
made whole in heart, soul and mind. 

The EUcharist is man's upward reach 
in recollection, which is his intellect. 
But the greater reach is of man's whole 
self, body, soul and spirit. At-one-
ment with God is always there when man, 
in response, reaches for Him. 

Sacrifice is the gift of love in joy-
ous outpouring. "Here we offer and pre-
sent unto Thee ourselves", not a dead 
animal, but self. Our life is a sacra-
ment within a Sacrament. A living proof 
of our dedication of stewardship is in 
giving of our time, which is His first 
gift to us, and of every Ability which 
we possess, that it may be utilized in 
His Church in His service, for stew-
ardship is the only valid form of dis-
cipleship in its outgoing search for 
people in need of Christ. 



RETREAT - -continued 

People seek a church for many reasons: 
1. Materialistic, or the effective-

ness of the minister, 
2. Christian education, 
3. Fellowship, 
4. Mimic, 
5. Denominationalism, 

and this tells us where people are and 
their needs. The Church needs an awak-
ened realization of stewardship and the 
responsibility of the laity, reaching 
out in personal contact to those outside, 
not leaving this to paid people, clergy 
and deaconesses. 

We are a Sacramental Church, but we 
fail if we do not use people. We are 
Altar-centered, but the laity can be 
used for various services. As we are a 
witnessing congregation we have no right 
to fail in our stewardship. We need to 
justify and vindicate our vocation. 
Christianity is not produced by coertion 
but by finding what people feel, though 
it may not be what they really need, 
and leading them to it. Servants are 
not to rule, but to serve - "Feed my 
sheep." The person devoted to the spir-
itual life must not be a reservoir, but 
a canal, and education is not filling 
buckets with facts, but lighting a candle 
in the darkness. As persons working for 
Christ, we must not strive for an ire-
pression of cleverness, but remember 
that Christ is mighty to save. Faith 
works through us, "Not by might nor by 
power" but through Him we are blessed 
in our serving. 

Third Meditation  - The Outward Reach. 
Text: The Gospel for Tuesday in 

Whitsun week: The Good 
Shepherd. 

Abundant life is the way of love. 
"God so loved that He gave -" No price 
too high. In eastern sheepfoldsk many 
flocks were enclosed at night in one 
sheepfold, protecting the flocks from 
danger. In the morning each shepherd 
stood astride at the gate, calling his 
own sheep by name and they passed through 
the door under his knees and he led them 
in safety. The safety of His flock was 
our Lord Is passionate concern. We 
remember Johnts immortal words, "God 
is love" and wherever the apostles 
journeyed they were obedient to His 
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command to "love one another." Grace 
is love in action, and as our Lord's 
love touched the blind man, the lepers 
and the woman taken in adultery, so it 
must be ours too, and by the quality of 
our outreach shall all men know that 
we, too, belong to the Kingdom of Love. 

Why do many Christians have no sense 
of mission? He are missionaries in a 
mission land. There is often a spirit-
ual lack, forgetting "feed my sheep • " 

We fail to reach people because: 

1. Religion is not put in terms 
that men can understand. 

2. Materialism repels and obscures 
the Gospel of love. 

3. Socialogical, a creed of this life 
only, with no conviction of life 
hereafter. 

4. Church terms meaningless to out-
siders. 

The power of Jesus is always to 
Evangelize: 
By 1 - witnessing in our lives 

2 - fellowship 
3 - preaching by simple story 

appeal to conscience, by 
relevance, and by service. 

Men did not understand until Christ 
came. Don't be afraid to fail. We 
are called to serve. God Himself never 
fails, and He will take the "chop-
sticks" of our bungling drumming and 
transform it into symphonic music. 
"Yet not I, but the Grace of God through 
the power of the Holy Spirit." 

Bishop McNairy's presentation of the 
Grace of God in our lives was magnifi-
cent, not tranquilizing, but disturb-
ing - if there were any complacency in 
us. His sincerity and earnestness will 
leave an indelible impression upon all 
who were privileged to hear his Medita-
tions as he presented the dilemma of 
the Church and the world, and possibly 
our own lives, and our responsibility 
as deaconesses in the service of our 
Lord. But he left us with the assur-
ance of the sustaining power of God's 
grace to all those who turn to Him in 
humility and love. 

Kate S. Mayer. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Dear Deaconesses: 
Again we come to the end of one Triennium and the beginning of the next. 

This past one 1958-1961 saw several matters accomplished by the National 
Conference of our Order. We considered the Modernization of the Garb; changed 
and passed additions to our By-Laws. Both of these are fully reported in this issue 
of THE DEACONESS. 

Deaconess Ruth Johnson at the request of the 1960 annual meeting compiled 
a REPORT ON CHURCH HOMES FOR THE RETIRED and, in early 1961, each 
deaconess received a copy. 

During the past Triennium our wise treasurer with the consent and knowledge 
of the conference established a budget, which has proved very useful and effective. 
Our Triennial offering was the largest in our history. (See the Treasurer's Report 
in this issue) 

To Deaconess Ruth H. Colby go our thanks for a most effeciently planned 
and executed program— from the moment we registered at the hotel, through every 
detail of the program each of you received, all went just as she had planned it. 
She has our thanks and deepest gratitude. 

The Committee on arrangements of the General Convention in Detroit invited 
the deaconesses to march in the Opening Procession of the Convention. It was a 
privilege to have marched. 
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So it has been a fine Triennium. 

The Joint Commission on the Work of Deaconesses was abolished and the work 
of deaconesses placed under the joint Commission on Status and Training of Pro-
fessional Women Church Workers. 

As you can learn from the Minutes the new members of the Executive 
Committee are Deaconesses Marian Brown, Frances Campbell, Hilda Dieterly, and 
Betty Lank. 

After the fifteenth Triennial Meeting of the National Conference adjourned, 
the Executive Committee met and elected Deaconess Dietz, chairman; Deaconess 
Marian Brown, seL.retary; and appointed Deaconess Seymour, treasurer. 

I am grateful to the Executive Committee for the honor they have paid me; 
and I shall, with the help of your prayers, do my best to carry out the instructions 
of the Executive Committee for my final term as your presiding officer. 

A committee has been appointed: Dss. Frances Campbell, chairman, Deaconesses 
Brereton, Searle, and Putnam, members—to make a study of the work in the 
interest of all' deaconesses now being done by Central House to see which things 
could be accomplished by the Executive Committee, in an effort to ease the work 
of the Deaconess-in-charge and her assistant. They expect to bring us a report 
at Racine, October 1962. 

This copy of THE DEACONESS is under the able editorship of Deaconess 
Mary E. S. Davison. Here you will find what was done in Detroit at our 
Triexmial Meeting. 

OA:tk 	
Let us begin right now ta make plans for attending our meeting and Retreat 

m1962. 

Each day, please, include in your prayers the members of the Executive 
Committee you all elected to guide the work of the National Conference for the 
coming three years. We know not what we shall meet. 

Faithfully yours, in our Lord, 

Edna McNeil Dietz 

MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

The Triennial Meeting of. the Executive Committee of the National Conference 
of beaconesses was called to cider by Deaconess Edna McNeil Dietz at Christ 
Church, Detroit, Mich. on Sept. 14, 1961. 

The meeting was opened with prayer• led by Deaconess Crow. Deaconesses 
Booth, Brereton, Crow, Dieterly, Dietz, Seymour, Colby, Searle and Marian 
Brown were present. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 
The time of our next meeting was discussed. Two dates have been given us 

by the Sister Supetior of the Sisters of St. Mary at Racine, Wis., October lst-4th 
or Oct. 8th-12th, 1962. 

The cost will be about $20.00 per person for a four day period or $25.00 for 
a five day period. 

A subject for the next meeting of the National Conference of Deaconesses 
in 1962 was discussed. The one suvested was Theology, "Rethinking our Life 
as 'Christians in the World Today'. Two speakers were recommended—The 
Reverend F. Reid Isaac, Editor Jr. High School Curriculum of the Christian 
Education Department of the National Council, and the Reverend J. V. Langmead 
Casserly, D. Litt., l'rofessor of Apologetics of Seabury-Western Theological Seminary, 
Evanston, Ill. 
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)sis.e.112...... Action' was taken upon the report of the Committee on the Revision of the 
By-Li-Ws. A suggestion was made to add to Section 6 of the By-Laws the following-
(3) "The President and the Vice-President of the Retiring Fund for Deaconesses 
shall be members of the Executive Committee". 

A motion was made by Deaconess Seymour that—Any deaconess chosen to 
\ represent the Order of Deaconesses in the National Church shall become a member 

'of The Executive Committee of The National Conference of Deaconesses. It 
was recommended this proposal go into effect immediately. The motion was 
seconded by Deaconess Colby, and carried. 

The invitation from Miss Bardwell, Methodist Deaconess, requesting that our 
cr7) s  A. deaconesses join with deaconesses of etirertlervontinationg, was brought up. It was — cvf 	suggested that it does not seem possikle, to Aake any action on the above matter 

at this time. 	 , 

In the By-Laws, Section 7, in reference to "The Duties of the Executive 
Committee" an addition was proposed to take effect immediately—, that "the 'rg• 
Executive Committee be empowered to act for the National Conference of 0. 1  — 
Deaconesses during the Triennium". 

There was a report on Propers for St. Phoebe to be presented to the Conference. 

The Treasurer's Report was accepted. A question was brought up to be 
discussed—, "Do we wish to continue the budget as in the past?" 

h  Deaconess Seymour is to continue as Treasurer.  
• - 

Deaconess Colby showed us a medallion for use by deaconesses if any care 
to use the same. 

The meeting was closed with prayer by Deaconess Searle. 

The meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marian Brown, Deaconess, Secretary. 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

Balance as reported January 1st, 1961 

General Expenses 	  

Central House 	  

Publicity and Promotion 	 

Triennial Travel Fund 	 

Emergency Fund 	  

January to August 1961 

	 $262.65 

24.50 

314.05 

	 600.00 

418.64 

Contingency Fund 	  547.61 

Total in Budget Accounts 	  

Hospitality Fund 	  

Total Amount in the Savings Account 	 
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$2,167.45 

98.90 

	 $2,266.35 



(Continued from page 3) 	Total Amount in the Savings Account  	$2,236.35 

RECEIPTS — First two quarters of 1961, January 1st. to June 30, 1961 

General Expenses 	  $ 56.50 

Central House 	  236.50 

Publicity and Promotion 	  65.00 

Triennial Travel Fund 	  105.00 

Emergency Fund 	  33.50 

Contingency Fund 	  369.50 

Interest on the Account 	  47.56 

Hospitality Fund 	  5.00 

Total Receipts 

 

$ 918.56 

 

DISBURSEMENTS - for the same period 

General Expenses: 

 

Printing and mailing "HOMES" paper 	  55.23 

Rent for Booth at General Convention 	  150.00 

Postage  	5.00 

$210.23 

Central House 	 961.00 

Emergency Fund Gift 	  

Total Disbursement 

Balances on Hand, August 4, 1961 

50.00 

$521.23 

General Expenses 	  $108.92 

Central House 	  00 

Publicity qnd Promotion 	  614.05 

Triennial Travel Funds 	  900.00 

Emergency Find 	  468.64 

Contingency Fund 	  468.17 

Total Balance in Budget Accounts 	 $2,559.78 

Hospitality Fund 	  103.90 

	

Balance in Savings Account, August 4, 1961 	  $2,663.68 

	

Total Balance in Special Savings Account, July 1, 1961 	  $1,833.11 

Respectfully submitted, 
Evelyn E. Seymour, 
Treasurer 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

REPORT of the TREASURER 

Treasurer's Report 

Accounts 

4a 

J 41" 
. -71 
PI -4 

74 i 

4 A 

II 
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Tv' .1 
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August 4, 1961 

r.., 	. 

E-4 	04 oo 

General Expenses 

Central House 

Publicity and Promotion 

Triennial Travel Fund 

Emergency Fund 

Contingency Fund 

$ 262.65 

24.50 

314.05 

600.00 

418.64 

547.61 

$ 56.50 

236.50 

65.00 

105.00 

33.50 

417.06 

$210.23 

261.00 

.00 

.00 

50.00 

.1.235.00* 

.1. 195.00* 

.1. 66.50° 

- 496.50** 

$ 	108.92 

.00 

614.05 

900.00 

468.64 

468.17 

Total Budget Accounts 	$2,167.45 $913.56 $521.23 
	

$2,559.78 

Hospitality Fund 	 98.90 	5.00 	.00 
	

103.90 

Total In Bank Account 	$2,266.35 $918.56 $521.23 
	

$2,663.68 

Account No. 1730032. ' [le Bank for Savings, 

280 Park Avenue South 

New York 10, N. Y. 

*Transferred from the Contingency Fund into this account. 

**Transferred out of this Fund into the other accounts marked with a * 

Special Savings Account No. 1,665,400- 

The Bank for Savings, 

Park Avenue South at 22nd St., 

New York 10, N. Y. 

Balance on hand, January 1, 1961 	$1,799.37 

Interest for the six months 	 33.74 

Total in Account, July 1, 1961 	$1,833.11 

Respectfully submitted, 

Evelyn E. Seymour 

Treasurer 
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REPORT OF THE TRIENNIAL OFFERING 
as of October 15, 1961 

For National Conference 	  $ 614.00 
For Retiring Fond for Dss. 	  $ 574.25 

Total 	  $1188.25 

At least one more offering, not yet received, but in Uncle Sam's hands, will 
make the total a bit more. 

Signed: Evelyn E. Seymour, Deaconess, Treasurer 

Another Item for THE DEACONESS 

Before the treasurer left Detroit, Miss Helene DeWitt in the name of Christ 
Church refunded the money, so that we were guests of Christ Church for the meals 
we ate there. We are most grateful to the members of Christ Church for their 
gracious hospitality. The money was added to our Triennial Offering. 

BISHOP MASON SPEAKS AT OUR BANQUET 

It was a memorable evening for us all on September 15th when the Rt. Rev. 
George Avery Mason spoke at the banquet of the National Conference of Deacon-
esses. Deaconess Crow introduced the Bishop by saying that he was a "Visionary" 
with an enthusiasm vnd vigor that could make his visions a reality. 

In his opening remarks Bishop Mason stated that the Western World and the 
Christian Church were on the defensive. This is not good; not representative of 
our best or mature thinking to present a defense of the Faith. This is indeed con-
trary to the Gospel, and defensive attitude is not good recruitment technique. 
What is most needed is a definitive forward cry, "Christ is King! The Church will 
prevail — it is its nature to do so." The best answer to the world threat of com-
munism is to "say your prayers, pay your quota, do the work of an evangelist, and 
recruit." Our concern is to do our Lord's work. 

There is a host of mature women, "a pool of power waiting to be used . . 
There is no greater challenge than to work as a Deaconess." To bring this poten-
tial to be a positive force, a recruitment program is needed. The Church needs 
women today, with their business or professional talents. While this recruiting pro-
gram may not be a major breakthrough in utilizing this potential, it is at least a start. 
The Deaconess needs to use her influence at General Convention to gain support for 
the resolutions made by the Joint Committee in furthering the growth of the Order. 

To summarize, the idea of a positive approach, the Bishop stated, "What is need-
ed . . (to promote good in the world) . . is NOT a more miscroscopic study 
of evil, but to let the people know more about the Gospel." 

Deaconess Booth gave our thanks to Bishop Mason, " . . a Champion, and 
true Father in God," echoing our thoughts in expressing deep gratitude for the great 
love he has for us, and in manifesting that love by being with us. 

Ann Sherman, Deaconess 

MINUTES OF THE TRIENNIAL MEETING OF THE NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

The National Conference of Deaconesses was held at Christ Church, Detroit, 
Mich., on September 16th, 1961. 

The meeting was called to order by Deaconess Edna McNeil Deitz. 
Deaconess Englebert opened the meeting with prayer. 
Twenty-seven Deaconesses were present. 
Deaconess Booth made a motion to give a gift to Bishop Mason. The motion was 

seconded by Deaconess Colby and carried. 

Action upon report of By-Laws Revision Committee: 
No changes to be made with Articles 1-2-3-4-5-6. 
It was moved to accept the report of the By-Laws Committee by Deaconess 
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Dieterly—seconded by Deaconess Putnam — motion carried. 
43 Report of Committee on modernizing of our garb: 

Deaconess Robinson made a motion that the report be referred back_to the com-
mittee — seconded by Deaconess Putman — carried. 	- (6 

Hospitality Committee: 
Motion made by Deaconess Crow to add the Hospitality Fund as an open ac-

count to other budgetary funds. Seconded by Deaconess Adams — motion carried. 
Deaconess Seymour made the motion that this Hospitality Fund be used annually, 
administered at the discretion of the Chairman — seconded by Deaconess Robinson 
—motion carried. 

Deaconess Putman made a motion to thank our Treasurer, Deaconess Seymour 
for her good work. 	The balances to be kept as they are — seconded and carried. 

Deaconess Booth's report on Central House for Deaconesses was read and ac-
cepted. 

( 	We discussed By-Law Sec. 6 (3) That the President and Vice-President of the ) 
Retiring Fund for Deaconesses shall be members of the Executive Committee. 

1. 	Our basic organization is the Conference of Deaconesses. 	 -) , 12. 	We do not wish to have an organization to run us — we must be democratic. 	...\ ' 

‘in,e3. 	We have Retiring Fund under the State of New York. 
....t' 	4. 	We have Central House for Deaconesses under a Board of Trustees. 

5. 	The Conference of Deaconesses belongs to us. 

A motion was made by Deaconess Affleck to get a part-time secretary to help 
Deaconess Booth in her work at the Central House for Deaconesses. It was second-
ed by Deaconess Robinson and carried. 

A motion was made to have Deaconess Seymour use a fund of $600.14 to help 
Deaconess Booth pay a secretary in her work at the Central House for Deaconesses — 
seconded by Deaconess Dawson — motion carried. 

Date of next meeting at DeKoven Foundation for Church Work, care of the 
Sisters of St. Mary, Racine, Wisconsin, October 9th to 12th, 1962. 	 it... 

Report on Committee on Church Homes for the Retired: Deaconess Johnson 
reported work accomplished. 	R.•.,c.,, c:At.A "---e-,.......,p1  't: i 

Report of Committee on Book of Devotion: This work is to be continued by the 
Committee — Deaconesses Bechtol and Brereton. :•-'-r ? 

Q 	, 
? 

Action on request of Miss Bardwell regarding Methodist Deaconesses and ours. 	f. 3 
tron  C—ference aceepted the report as the Executive Committee 	suggested 	(see 

minutes). 

-.4. 
-.1  

Report on request for Propers for Feast of St. Phoebe. Committee still work-
ing on this report — Chairman Deaconess Dietz. 

Treasurer's Report accepted — Report received. 
Report of the Resolutions Committee — Deaconess Campbell — Report received. 
Closing prayers by Deaconess Frances B. Affleck. 	 • Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Marion Brown, Deaconess, 

Secretary 
Saturday, September 16th, 1961 
Short meeting of Executive Committee of the National Conference of Deacon-

esses. 

Officers elected were: 
Chairman — Edna McNeil Dietz 
Secretary — Marian Brown . , 
Treasurer — Evelyn Seymour — 
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Reconunendation of Committee on Modernizing the Garb 

Committee: Dss. Booth, Brereton, Lank, Ramsay, Dietz (ex-officio), and Alice 
Mayer, Chairman. Dss. Mayer resigned from Committee later and Dss. Diet-
erly was appoinfLd to fill out the term. 

This is the formal Garb of Deaconesses of The Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America: 

The Deaconess Cross is to be worn at all times; 
The color of the garb is dark navy or midnight blue; 
Veil and cape; 
Dress — simple tailored shirtwaist dress, with long sleeves, preferably with-
out visible buttons, with high round neck, skirt length 14 inches or less from 
floor, stiff, round white collar with studs, stiff white cuffs with studs; 
Shoes — black with military or low heels. 

There are times when it is not feasable to wear the garb; in such case it is rec-
ommended that the deaconess uniform be: 

The Deaconess Cross; 
Plain navy or midnight blue dress with short or long sleeves, soft turned-
back collar with white cuffs if desired (where conditions require it, white, 

gray or light blue uniforms are recommended;) 
Plain tailored hat or beret; 
Shoes — black or white; 
Plain tailored coat of navy or midnight blue. 

With both the formal and informal the color of the stockings was left to the 
best judgment of the individual deaconess. 

This report was prepared by Dss. A. Mayer and her committee in May, 1958 
and given to the deaconesses in August 1959; Presented to Triennial Meeting at 
Detroit on Sept. 16,, 1961 by Dss. Dieterly, and accepted by the Conference. Material 
and length of veil was referred back to the Committee, and Will be presented in Oct 
1962, to be acted upon in 1964. 

Proposed Propers for the Feast of 
SAINT PHOEBE OF CENCHREA, DEACONESS 

(September 3) 
The Collect 

Almighty God, who didst bestow such grace upon thy deaconess, Phoebe, that 
she became a wellspring of succour for many; Grant that those who have received 
the Holy Spirit for the office and work of deaconess in the Church of God may be 
richly blessed in the fulfillment of their vocations; through thy mercy, 0 Blessed Lord 
God, who dost live and govern all things, world without end. Amen. 

The Epistle Romans 15:30 

Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love 
of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for me; that I 
may be delivered from them that do not believe in Judea; and that my service which 
I have for Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints; that I may come unto you with 
joy by the will of God, and may with you be refreshed. I commend unto you 
Phoebe, our sister, who is a deaconess of the church which is at Cenchrea; that ye 
receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, and that ye assist her in whatsoever bug-
iness she hath need of you; for she hath been a succourer of many, and of myself 
also. 

The Gospel 	Mathew 9:35 

And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
and preaching the gospel of the Kingdom, and healing every sickness and every dis-
ease among the people. But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with com-
passion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having 
no shepherd. Then he said unto his disciples, "The harvest truly is plenteous, but 
the laborers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send 
forth laborers into his harvest." 

—8— 



REPORT OF THE DEACONESS-IN-CHARGE 
of the 

CENTRAL HOUSE FOR DEACONESSES — September 16, 1961 
Detroit, Michigan 

The Deaconess-in-charge of The Central House for Deaconesses is happy to re-
port to deaconesses assembled in conference in Detroit, on the activities of The Cen-
tral House during the past triennium. 

In 1958 the National Conference met in Miami Beach, Florida. At that time, 
the Central House was located in Sycamore, Illinois where it had been established in 
1953 at the Bishop McLaren Conference Center, by Bishop Wallace E. Conkling, 
Bishop of Chicago, and chairman of the Advisory Commission on the work of Dea-
conesses. 

At the time of the meeting in Miami Beach, plans had been already made for 
the Central House to move to Evanston, Illinois, and on December 1st, 1958 this 
move was accomplished. The new address was 1906 Orrington Avenue, in the Uni-
versity area, and within three blocks of Seabury-Western Seminary. On November 
15th of that year a candidate, Mrs. Frances Campbell entered for training. Due to 
the moving operations Mrs. Campbell spent two weeks with the City Missions Dea-
coneesses in Chicago, taking up residence in Evanston on December 2nd, 1958. 
Classes began for her on December 11th with instructors from Seabury-Westem 
Seminary. 

In January, 1959 a young inquirer came to visit at the Central House in Evans- . 
ton, and on February 1st, this inquirer, Ann Sherman came into residence as a can-
didate from the Diocese of Chicago. From then on the life at the Central House was 
one great adventure as these two women, filled with vitality, imagination and ded-
ication learned and lived in preparation for their new lives as deaconesses in the 
Church of God. 

In May 1958 Bishop Burrill accepted as a candidate Mrs. Stella Englebert, a 
graduate of the former Chicago Church Training School, and a member of the City 
Missions Staff in Chicago. Mrs. Englebert studied privately for several months, and 
in the spring of 1960 came regularly to the house for classes, living at the house for 
the last month of her preparation. 

These three women were set apart in June 1980. Frances Campbell in her 
home diocese of Michigan, and Stella Englebert and Ann Sherman in the Diocese of 
Chicago. Deaconess -Englebert has continued with her work on the City Missions 
staff, and Deaconess Campbell and Deaconess Sherman are serving at St. Anne's 
Home for Handicapped children in the Diocese of Virginia. 

In the meantime, an opportunity presented itself for securing a larger house for 
the Central House, just two doors from the present one, and in August 1960 this 
move was made. The price of the house was much more than we ever dreamed 
we could afford, but the project was approached with faith and was accomplished. 
Through faith, prayer and work, the kindness and generosity of deaconesses, friends, 
and the National Council, all payments on the house were met and today we are en-
tirely debt free. Some lepairs still need to be made, painting and new linoleum tile on 
some of the floors, but, on the whole, the house is in good condition. 

Other gifts have been received for Chapel appointments — one of these is in 
memory of Deaconess Tileston from the Church Training and Deaconess House of 
Philadelphia. One M memory of Deaconess Grace Smith, and a gift for a new alb, 
amice and girdle from Deaconess Mary Frances Ward from the proceeds of the 
sale of her little book "The Diary of an Arthritic". For these and all the gifts you 
have sent through the National Conference treasurer, the House is grateful. Truly 
the Central House is encircled by the love and devotion of the deaconesses. 

During the academic year 1960-61, Deaconess Phyllis Spencer was a member 
of the household while studying at The National College of Education in Evanston. 
She completed her work there in August. 

Each year the Chicago Chapter of Deaconesses has had the Advent and the 
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Lenten Quiet Day at the Central House and during Lent last year a group of women 
froln Waukegan, Illinois, had a Quiet Evening at the House. 

Three women have been accepted as candidates for the Office of Deaconess 
during the Triennium 1958-1961: 

Doris Hunting 	 Diocese of Massachusetts 
Phyllis Edwards 	 Diocese of Olympia 	sied“-.0-- Frances Zielinski 	 Diocese of Detroit  

4 	Of these three candidates, Doris Hunting is now at The CentTi 	House. Mrs. 

14-1*.
j,,Mae Symons of the Missionary District of North Dakota will come to The Central 

House this fall to test her vocation before being accepted as a candidate. Marjorie 
Zerbal, a candidate in Massachusetts is still studying privately. 

This coming year, one (of the women) studying under the Master of Arts pro-
gram in Christian Education at Seabury-Western Seminary will live at The Central 
House. 

Several deaconesses have changed positions during the triennium: Betty Lank 
has gone from Christ Church, Roanoke to Eagle Butte, South Dakota, as missionary 
and Director of Christian Education. Phyllis Spencer has gone from Holy Trinity 
Church, New York to St. Mary's School for Indian Girls, Springfield, S.D. as a 
teacher. Madeline Dunlap has gone from The Church of the Advocate in Philadel-
phia to bs.  d_i_twa  of the House of Mercy in Washington, D.C. temporarily. 

A news item in The Desert Churchman of the Missionary District of Nevada 
stated that Deaconess Hettler had resigned her work at P'oche, Nevad . 4t this 
date no record has been received of her new address. 

Deaconess Dellcma King has retired from her work at leAt,I. Dakota but 
is still living in Pierre. 

During the Triennium twelve deaconesses have joined the Paradise Chapter, as 
one of our deaconesses called it: 

Laura Callaway 	 October 3, 1958 
Anne Gilliland 	 November 8, 1958 
Heath Dudley 	 November 20, 1958 
Elsie Riebe 	 March 31, 1959 
Ruth Byllesby 	 April 26, 1959 
Grace Smith 	 December 15, 1959 
Agnes Clark 	 January 3, 1960 
Dorothy Dowding 	 January 28, 1960 
Elizabeth Coe 	 March 8, 1960 
Miriam Allen 	 June 29, 1960 
Anna Armstrong 	 August 29, 1960 
Mabel Pennock 	 January 29, 1961 

That it may please thee to grant them a place of refreshment and everlasting 
blessedness, and give them joy and gladness in thy kingdom with thy saints in light; 

We beseech thee to hear us, Good Lord. 

During the past year literature has been sent to 74 inquirers, and much has 
gone to other groups for distribution. 

In May, since a meeting of the Retiring Fund was taking me to New York, 
I endeavored to call together the deaconesses of the 3rd Province for an informal 
gathering. Thirteen deaconesses were present. Some of them had not been able to 
meet with a group a deaconesses for many years and they all felt the fellowship 
and the informal discussion of subjects dear to the heart of a deaconess were most 
worth while. 

Through the Board of Trustees of the Central House, professional help has been 
secured in the production of our exhibit and literature for General Convention. 
These professional advertisers have given generously of their time and money in 
the production of this work and have refused to accept the cost of some hundreds 
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of dollars. They hav e asked us to honor them by accepting this gift. I would like 
letters of appreciation to be sent to: 
Mr. Robert Hey, 

Advertising Producers Associated, Inc., 
4654 Oakton Street, 
Skokie, Illinois 

Mr. A. Bernie Wood 
Studio 501 
192 North Clatk Street 
Chicago 1, Illinois 

Mr. Martin Crowder 
N. W. Ayer dr Son, Inc., 
135 S. LaSalle Street, 
Chicago, Illinois 

I also ask that a letter expressing our appreciation and affection be sent to 
Bishop Charles L. Street, the Suffragan Bishop of Chicago who gives generously of 
his time and thought to the needs of the Central House. 

And so the roots of The Central House grow deeper, and the branches reach 
out into an ever widening area of service. 

To the Central House come ideas and thoughts from many deaconesses in 
various places, and one question which has come to me from different sources is 
that of the relationship between the Executive Committee of the National Confer-
ence and The Central House. As it has been put to me the question is "Do we 
need the Executive Committee now that we have the Central House?" I would like 
to present this subject to the Conference for discussion so that the function of each 
group may be clarified, and we may work effectively and efficiently without dupli-
cation of effort or neglect of duties or responsibiities. `I- 04 '40,4 ccult c 

It would be impossible for me to make a complete report of the work of the 
Central House without bringing to the group the work that is done 
by my co-worker Amelia Brereton. Because I hold the official title of Deaconess-in-
charge, she stays in the background receiving none of the recognition I receive, 
and which she rightly deserves. In all things we are equal. She it is who gets to-
gether our Prayer leaflet; she it is who does many of the routine jobs — running 
endless errands, doing the shopping, wrapping and mailing literature. She is always 
there to help work out knotty problems and to write letters, look up references, 
cook meals and to her we owe what is going to be a very beautiful garden at the 
Central House. There are truly two deaconesses-in-charge of the Central House and 
in the name of both of us I submit this report. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Edith A. Booth 
Amelia Brereton 

IN APPRECIATION 

I hereby recommend that from this Fifteenth Triennial Meeting of the National 
Conference of Deaconesses the following:— 

Letters of commendation be sent to these deaconesses who have passed the 
half-century mark in the Order:— 

Charlotte Boyd 	 60 years 
Jane George 	 59 years 
Anna Ranson 	 59 years 
Leonora Hoffman 	 59 years 
Margaret Routledge 	 57 years 
Sophi Petterson 	 56 years 
Katharine Phelps 	 56 years 
Bertha Radford 	 54 years 
Natalie Winser 	 54 years 
Frances Affleck 	 53 years 
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Anne Lovell 	 53 years 
Gertrude Stewart 	 53 years 
Mary West 	 52 years 

and to Frances Affleck who is present with us at this meeting, a rising ovation; 

To Deaconess Colby, a letter of thanks for her months of faithful work in be-
half of the Order in managing and coordinating all the fine points of this our 
Triennial Meeting; 

To the Reverend William B. Sperry, a letter of thanks in appreciation of his 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist before our meeting; 

To the Board of Trustees of the Central House, and to the Officers and Mem-
bers of the Board of Directors of the Retiring Fund for Deaconesses, letters of 
appreciation for all the work "well done!" since the last Triennial; 

To Mr. Milne and his helpers, a message of thanks for preparing and serving 
the delicious banquet for the deaconesses, and for the sumptuous Corporate Com-
munion breakfast; 

To the Reverend and Mrs. William B. Sperry, the ladies of Christ Church 
Parish, the Evening Guild, Helen De Witt, and to all the members of Christ 
Church, notes of gratitude for opening their doors so graciously to the Deaconess 
Order both preceding and throughout the 60th General Convention. 

To Bishop Mason, a letter of deep gratitude for his excellent, earnest, and 
sympathetic leadership on behalf of the Deaconess Order. 

Frances Campbell, Deaconess 

THANKS TO CENTRAL HOUSE 

"A joyful and pleasant thing it is to be thankful." Psalm 147:1. 
Thanksgiving Day is now not far from us. We shall be expressing gratitude for 

God's good gifts, both large and small. The deaconesses who went to the Confer-
ence in Detroit will have on their lists of blessings the privileges and satisfactions 
of the special fellowship enjoyed within the Order. But the days of the Conference 
were soon over and each had to return home. But the bonds we felt with one an-
other remain firm and warm. 

However, not all of the deaconesses were able to be present. In fact, most of 
us live isolated from one another most of the time. But we all have yet one more 
faithful tie. It draws us together even when we are far apart. It comes in the little 
seasonal leaflets and news items unostentatiously sent out from Central House. 
Each message, however brief, shows it has been carefully chosen and painstakingly 
put into attractive mimeo form. Each line is sacred and bears the earmark of love. 
Let us give thanks for that love. 

Ed.—. 

NOTES ON DECEASED DEACONESSES 

MMIAM BROBTON ALLEN 	B. May 4, 1888, Philadelphia, Pa. 
D. June 29, 1960, Houston, Texas 

Deaconess Allen was a graduate of the Philadelphia Deaconess Training School, 
1918-1920. She was Set Apart in 1922 by the Rt. Rev. Charles P. Anderson in St. 
Mark's Church, Evanston, Illinois, and returned to the Philadelphia School for one 
year graduate work. She was in charge of the Young People's Work in Nevada for 
a number of years, and in 1936 she went to Arizona where she was put in charge 
of the Salome District. Later she went to the Mission of the Good Shepherd in Fort 
Defiance. From 1941 to 1943 Deaconess Allen was Superintendent of St. John's 
Orphanage in Knoxville, Tennessee. From 1944 to 1949 she lived in Phoenix, 
Ariz. where she was the Parish Worker for Trinty Cathedral; later, returning to 
Tennessee as Parish and Community Worker in Monteagle. Retiring in 1953, she 
continued to live in Monteagle until her illness in 1956, when she was taken to 
Houston, Texas to be near her sister. She died in 1960. 
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ANNA REBECCA ARMSTRONG B. January 31, 1873, Castleton, Vermont 
D. August 29, 1960, Kingston, N. Y. 

Deaconess Armstrong was graduated from the New York Training School, 1906- 
08. She was made a Deaconess at Grace Church, New York on St. Faith's Day, 
October 6, 1909, by the Rt. Rev. David H. Greer. All of her ministry was in the 
Diocese of New York, much of which was as Parish Worker of St. Clbment's Church. 
At the time of her retirement, she and Deaconess Simpson had charge of St. Clare's 
House at Upper Red Hook, until they went to live in the guest house of St. Anne's 
Convent, Kingston. 

RUTH ELLIS BYLLESBY 	 B. March 9, 1865, Meadville, Pa. 
D. April 26, 1959, Jacksonville, Fla. 

After graduating from the Philadelphia Deaconess Training School, Deaconess 
Byllesby was Set Apart November 20, 1896 by the Rt. Rev. Cortlandt Whitehead in 
Trinity Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. She was "the Bishop's Deaconess", working in St. 
Mary's Chapel, and doing some work in Calvary Church. She was the Parish 
Deaconess at the Church of the Redeemer, Morristown, N. J., 1904-1907; and in 
Detroit, Michigan from 1913 to 1922. From 1927 to 1943 she was Head of Neigh-
borhood House, and Parish Deaconess of Christ Church, Augusta, Georgia. From 
1948 to 1950 she was Parish Worker at the Church of the Ascension, Pittsburg. 

LAURA RALPH CALLAWAY 	B. May 18, 1863, Montgomery, Alabama 
D. October 3, 1958, Alhambra, California 

Deaconess Callaway was a graduate of the Philadelphia Deaconess Training 
School, 1900-1902, and was made a Deaconess in December 1902 in Corbin, Ken-
tucky by the Rt. Rev. L. W. Burton. 

Her first work was in the mountains of Kentucky teaching Bible, organizing 
Community Sunday Schools and weekly Mothers' Meetings. During a small-pox 
scare she vaccinated many people to avert an epidemic. 

Later she did settlement work in Philaldelphia, in City Missions, 1910-1912. 
From 1912-1914 she was at Neighborhood Settlement House in Los Angeles, and 
from 1914 to 1920 she worked in the St. Mark's Settlement House in Seattle. In 1923 
became assistant to the Deaconess in Charge of the Los Angeles Deaconess House, 
and from 1930 to 1950 was the Head Deaconess. 

AGNES ISABEL CLARK 	B. 1873 in London, England 
D. January 3, 1960. Sacramento, California. 

Born in England, Deaconess Clark came to the United States in 1890. In 1917 
she was graduated from the Deaconess Training School of the Pacific (presently 
known as St. Margaret's), and was Set Apart in 1917 in the Chapel of the Neighbor-
hood House in Los Angeles by the Rt. Rev. J. H. Johnson, where she had served for 
several years. In 1940 she and a friend founded St. Joan's Nursery School in Sacra-
mento. On January 2, 1960 Deaconess Clark was honored on a nationwide T.V. 
program "It could be you" for her life of service, and particularly for her work at 
St. Joan's Nursery School, at which time she was presented with playground equip-
ment for the school. 

ELIZABETH HAMLTON COE 	B. July 9, 1882, Worcester, Mass. 
D. March 8, 1960, Worcester, Mass. 

After graduating from Smith College in 1905, Elizabeth Coe taught for a num-
ber of years in the Worcester Schools. In 1911 she entered the New York Training 
School and was graduated in 1913; all of her ministry was at All Saints Church, 
Worcester. She retired in 1943. 

DOROTHY MARGUERITE DOWDING 	D. January 28, 1960 

Deaconess Dowding was a graduate of the New York Training School, 1925- 
1927, and was Set Apart in the Cathedral of St. John the Divine by the Rt. Rev. 
Wm. T. Manning. She was on the staff of St. Faith's House from 1927 to 1931. 
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From 1931 to 1947 she was the Parish Deaconess at the Church of St. Matthew and 
St. James in charge of Christian Education and the Church School. In 1948 she 
served as Parish Deaconess at St. Thomas' Chapel, doing Christian Education, until 
1951. 

HEATH DUDLEY 	 B. March 5, 1895, Norfolk, Va. 
D. November 20, 1958, Pueblo, Colorado 

Deaconess Dudley was a graduate of the New York Training School, 1932-19.34. 
She was Set Apart in the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, May 1934, by the Rt. 
Rev. William T. Manning (for Bishop A. C. Thomson of Southern Virginia). She 

was sent by Bishop Thomson to organize St. John's Mission, Grub Hill, Va. in 1934, 
and was there for seven years. From October 1941 until October 1945 she worked 
with Fr. Victor Ross at All Hallows Church, Davidsonville, Md. In 1946 she went 
to New Jersey & did volunteer work in a new mission, St. Jude's Chapel, Branchville. 
In 1951 she became Guest Mistress at St. Elizabeth's House of the Poor Clares, until 
1953. Because of a heart condition she had to "slow down", but in Lent, 1955 she 
took on sOme duties under Fr. Minnick of Trinity Church, Portsmouth, Va. When 
Fr. Minnick responded to a call to serve as Chaplain at Parkview Hospital in Pueblo, 
Colorado, he took the Deaconess with him. There she served as Chaplain's Assistant 
until her death in 1958. 

ANNE GILLILAND 	 B. 1886, Plattsburg, N. Y. 
D. November 8, 1958, Salina, Kansas 

After attending the New York Training School for Deaconesses she was Set 
Apart in Plattsburg at Trinity Church by the Rt. Rev. George Y. Bliss, September 
1916. She was the Diocesan Deaconess, serving at St. Barnabas' Mission, German-
town; in 1917 at St. James' Church in Philadelphia, as Parish Deaconess. From 1920 
to 1923 as Parish Deaconess at the Church of the Messiah, Rhinebeck, N. Y. In 1924 
she served at Trinity Church, Atchison, Kansas, and in 1926 took charge of St. 
Faith's Community House in Salina until her retirement in 1949; although retired 
she continued with her activities in the Parish and Community in so far as her 
strength permittedher. 

MABEL ADELIA PENNOCK 	B. January 26, 1876, Cambridge, Mass. 
D. January 29, 1961, Cambridge, Mass. 

Deaconess Pennot.k was graduated from the New York Training School for 
Deaconesses in 1907, and was Set Apart that same year by the Rt. Rev. A. C. H. 
Hall, Bishop of Vermont, in Grace Church in New York City. 

During her ministry she served as Parish Deaconess and Director of Religious 
Education in New York, Philadelphia and Massachusetts. She retired from active 
service in 1944. 

ELSIE W. RIEBE 	B. February 21, 1887, Pingree, N.D. 
D. March 31, 1959, Jamestown, N.D. 

After teaching for three years in the Public Schools of North Dakota, Deaconess 
Riebe attended the New York Training School for Deaconesses, graduating in 1912. 
She worked for two years in the Diocese of Western Massachusetts and at the 
Church of the Holy Communion in New York. 

She was appointed to work in the Missionary District of Hankow, China and 
was Set Apart in October 1914 in the Chapel of Church Missions House by Bishop 
Lloyd, President of the Board of Missions. Deaconess Riebe arrived in China Jan-
uary 6, 1915 and served the Church at Ichang in Hupeh, until her retirement in 
1952, with four years furlough in this country during World War II. She returned 
as soon as she could after the Japanese invasion, only to be opposed by the Commu-
nists a little later. She helped many refugees to escape; she helped many Church 
people to be released when they were arrested on trumped-up charges. Finally her 
buildings, her supplies and medicines were taken from her, forcing her to be 
returned to this countiy again. She lived in Jamestown until her death. 
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GRACE ETHEL SMITH 	B. September 30, 1887, London, England 
D. December 15, 1959, Winter Park, Fla. 

Deaconess Smith was Set Apart by the Rt. Rev. Charles B. Colmore at All 

Saints' Church, St. Thomas, Virgin Islands on January 21, 1934, where she served 
until 1945. From 1945 until her retirement in 1951 she served at St. Anne's Mission, 
El Paso, Texas. 

On retirement, Deacones Smith moved to Winter Park, Florida, where she was 
active in the work at All Saints Parish, and the newly organized St. Richard's Church, 
Winter Park. 

ITEMS OF INTEREST TO SOME DEACONESSES 
Deaconesses wishing copies of the group picture taken in front of Sibley House 

on Sept. 16, 1961, mail to Deaconess Ruth H. Colby, 960 E. Jefferson Ave., Detroit, 
7, Michigan. $1.50 for picture and 25c for packing and mailing. 

The hat shown to the Conference by Deaconess Searle can be ordered from: 
Commercial Hat and Cap Company, 1401 Jackson Blvd., Chicago 7, Illinois. Ask 
for Salvation Army hat for women— no insignia, midnight blue. Sizes come large, 
medium, small. Head size in inches might be sent. 

The dress shown to the Conference by Deaconess Booth can be ordered from: 
Nightingale Uniform Co. Georgiana, Alabama. Ask for catalog and samples of 
materials. 

Be on the look out for a notice in our Church magazines about a biography of 
Deaconess Harriet Bedell. 

The annual meeting next year will be held October 9-12, 1962 at the DeKoven 
Foundation for Church Work, Racine, Wisconsin. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
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(ex-officio member) 	 Edith A. Booth 

1914 Orrington Ave., Evanston, Ill. 

Other Members 

Stella Englebert 	 Betty Lank 
PhyRirs 	SpCRC 	 Frances Campbell 
)14 1' 	 .P.-aulins—Watts-, 

1-7 Cis-LA.Sta-4-: 

CONFERENCE PROGRAM 

October 8 

4:00 P.M. Meeting of the Executive Committee 
7:00 - 8:00 Social Hour, Warwick Hotel 

October 9 

9:00 - 3:00 Triennial Meeting of National Conference 
12:00 Noon Intercessions, Deaconess Booth 

October 10 

7:30 A.M. Corporate Communion at Cathedral 
8:30 A.M. Breakfast at Sheraton-Jefferson Hotel 
9:00 - 3:00 Meeting of Retiring Fund for Deaconesses 



GREETINGS 

from the retiring Chairman, Executive Committee 

Dear Deaconesses: 

The years—ten and a half—that I have served on the Executive Com-
mittee of the National Conference of Deaconesses have been wonderful years 
for me. For the Order many things have come to pass. Those of us who have 
had no seemingly visible part in the events have carried our Deaconess Order 
daily into God's Presence by our prayers and have helped by our offerings. 

Central House was moved from Sycamore to Evanston, Illinois and Dea-
coness Booth's reports show us how our Order has been helped by Central 
House. Officially, National Conference has no part in Central House, but 
individually, Central House under Deaconesses Booth and Brereton has grown 
to be a unifying and inspiring source of strength for all deaconesses. 

Now for events. In 1955 at General Convention meeting in Honolulu: 
the re-establishment of the Joint Commission on the work of deaconesses. In 
1958 at the Triennial Meeting at Miami Beach: the report of Bishop Gray 
of the Joint Commission stressed our garb. A committee, chaired by Dss. 
Alice Mayer, was appointed to report at Detroit in 1961. In 1961 Bishop 
Mason, in Detroit, brought us a report of what the Joint Commission planned 
for the pension system for deaconesses. This was later approved by General 
Convention. That Convention also dis-established the Joint Commission on 
the work of deaconesses. In 1962, under the guidance of Bishop Street, the 
Deaconess Order asked the Presiding Bishop, at the annual meeting of the 
House of Bishops, to appoint a special committee for deaconesses. Five bishops 
were duly appointed. At the meeting of the House of Bishops in November 
1963 the Special Committee met and elected their officers: Bishop Chambers, 
president; Bishop Street, secretary; with Bishop Allin, Bishop Hargrave, and 
Bishop Rose as the other members. You have met them all. We are very 
happy to have their guidance. 

Now, what have we, as deaconesses, done? At our annual meetings we 
have had certain deaconesses as our guests at our Retreats. In 1961 a can-
didate was our guest at our Triennial Meeting in Detroit. In 1955 a com-
mittee began to gather historical material under Deaconess Johnson. It was 
made ready for use later under Dss. Putnam. In 1958 under Dss. Alice Mayer 
a committee on the Revision of the By-Laws brought in their report. In 1961 
the committee on Modernizing the Garb presented a report to be passed on 
in 1964. Early in 1961 Dss. Johnson compiled a list of Church Homes for 
the retired. Each deaconess received a copy. 

My thanks go to each of you for the privilege of serving you and the 
National Conference in the capacity of Chairman of your Executive Com-
mittee. I shall miss the interesting contacts I have made with many of 
you. 

My prayers for our Order, for the official members of the National Con-
ference, and for each of you will rise daily to our Almighty and Merciful 
Father and to His Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Faithfully yours, in our Lord, 

Edna McNeil Dietz 
Deaconess 



MESSAGE FROM THE NEW CHAIRMAN 

of the Executive Committee and National Conference 

Dear Deaconesses: 

Another Triennium has ended and a new one begun. 

The outstanding highlight for the Order during the past Triennium of 
1961 - 1964, was the appointment by the Presiding Bishop of a Special Com-
mittee on Deaconesses. The members are the Rt. Rev. Albert A. Chambers, 
Chairman; the Rt. Rev. Charles L. Street (retired) Secretary; the Rt. Rev. 
David S. Rose, the Rt. Rev. John M. Allin and the Rt. Rev. William S. Har-
grave. We are indeed fortunate in having this fine committee of bishops who 
are vitally interested in the Order of Deaconesses. Bishop Street has been 
our guide and friend for many years. In 1961 at Detroit we had the privilege 
of having Bishop Rose present at our meeting. At St. Louis, in 1964, we were 
able to get to know the other members of the committee. It was wonderful 
to have four bishops with us for our banquet on Friday evening, and again at 
our Corporate Communion on Saturday morning. Each bishop took the time 
to visit at least one of our meetings. Truly, we are blessed in having these 
bishops who are praying for us and helping the Order in many ways. 

The other highlight of this past Triennium was the Setting-Apart of six 
new deaconesses. 

Our faithful treasurer, Dss. Evelyn Seymour, has resigned after accepting 
work in Oregon. Dss. Hilda Dieterly was appointed to succeed her. Our 
thanks to these loyal workers. 

None of us can forget the devoted leadership of our Chairman for the 
past nine years, Dss. Edna McNeil Dietz. We owe her our deepest gratitude 
for all she has done for the Order, and especially for the planning and ar-
rangements of every detail for our Triennial meeting. 

Again we had the privilege of marching in the procession at the Opening 
Service of the General Convention, thanks to the committee on arrangements 
and to our faithful liaison, the Rev. Francis G. Washburn. 

The newly elected members of the Executive Committee are Deaconesses 
Agnes Bradley, Stella Englebert, Phyllis Spencer and Pauline Watts. 

After the Sixteenth Triennial Meeting of the National Conference ad-
journed, the Executive Committee met and elected Dss. Bradley, Chairman; 
Dss. Marian Brown, Secretary; and Dss. Dieterly, Treasurer. 

I feel very unworthy of the honor the Executive Committee has given 
me, but I trust that with the help of your prayers I may be able to carry out 
the instructions of this committee. 

Dss. Doris Hunting is in charge of this edition of "The Deaconess", and 
will bring you the news of our Triennial Meeting in St. Louis. 

Bishop Chambers, the Chairman of the Presiding Bishop's Special Com-
mittee on Deaconesses, has consented to conduct our Retreat at Racine in 
1965. Let us plan now to attend. 

May we ask your daily prayers for the members of the Executive Com-
mittee, whom you have elected to guide the work of the National Conference 
for this Triennium. May we continue to serve and grow in Him, who has 
called us to His service. 

Faithfully yours, in our Lord, 

Agnes R. Bradley 
Deaconess 



MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

The National Executive Committee Meeting of Deaconesses was opened 
by Prayer by Deaconess Brereton on October 8th, 1964 at the Warwick Hotel. 

The following Deaconesses were present—Deaconess Dietz, Booth, Brer-
eton, Bradley, Campbell, Crow, Lank and Brown. All members were present. 

We received a report on Group Insurance—information sent by Deaconess 
Putnam. 

Also a report on Office for Women—This report sent by Deaconess 
Truesdell. 

Received letters and offering by Deaconesses unable to attend. 

We were all invited to a Social Hour at 7:00 P.M. 

Have invited fourteen guests—Bishops and their wives—the Rev. and 
Mrs. Washburn and Mr. Smyth to attend the Deaconess Dinner Friday eve-
ning and breakfast Saturday morning following the Holy Communion Service. 

We discussed Representative on Order of Deaconesses in the National 
Church—Deaconess Booth is to submit a report. 

Book of Devotion for Deaconesses to be reported upon by Deaconess 
Brereton. 

Length and material of our veil to be reported upon by Deaconess Booth. 

Proposed propers for the Feast of Saint Phoebe of Cenchrea to be given 
by Deaconess Dietz. 

It was suggested to ask Bishop Chambers whether we need to make a 
special request that the work of a Committee for Deaconesses to be continued. 

The next dates for the National Conference and Retreat for Deaconesses 
are October 5th and 8th, 1965 with the Sisters of Saint Mary at Racine, 
Wisconsin. 

The Election of a new Chairman is in order. 
It was reported that prayers had been made at Saint John the Divine 

on a special day for the Order of Deaconesses. 

A letter was received from the Professional Women of the Church to 
join them at their meals. A letter of regret was sent to them as the Deaconess 
Conference Meetings were at the same time. 

It was suggested to give an honorarium to the Rev. Washburn of $25.00 
and also Christ Cathedral of $25.00 

A suggestion was made to give a gift to Missions where Deaconesses 
were working. 

An increased gift to the Central House for Deaconesses was also sug-
gested. 

We received an invitation to attend a meeting of the National Conference 
of Methodist Deaconesses. Deaconess Dieterly was appointed to go. 

Being no further business we adjourned. 

The Closing Prayer was given by Deaconess Campbell. 

Respectfully submitted 

Marian Brown 
Deaconess 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - OCTOBER 9, 1964 
A short meeting of the Executive Committee of the National Conference 

of Deaconesses was called by Deaconess Booth. 
Fifty-six votes were cast for new members of the Executive Committee. 
Deaconess Agnes Bradley was nominated as our new Chairman by Dea-

coness Englebert and seconded by Deaconess Campbell—motion carried. 
The following are the present members of the Executive Committee: 

Deaconess Bradley, Englebert, Watts, Spencer, Dieterly (Treasurer), Booth, 
Lank, Campbell, Brown. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Marian Brown 
Deaconess 

SOCIAL HOUR 
The Triennial Meeting of our National Conference took place on October 

9th, and on the evening of the 8th Dss. Dietz, our retiring Chairman, acted 
as hostess for a social hour at the Hotel Warwick. It was a very thoughtful 
gesture on her part, and the nicest possible way to start our program. We 
could relax and get re-acquainted with no thought of any business to transact. 
A long table was set up in one of the hotel dining rooms, laden with coffee, 
tea, fancy cookies, candy and nuts. There were twenty-six deaconesses 
present, and we had a delightful reunion. 

Editor 

TRIENNIAL MEETING OF THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
OF DEACONESSES 

October 9, 1964 

Deaconesses present: 
Betz, Dorothea Johnson, Ruth 
Booth, Edith King, Dellema 
Bradley, Agnes Lank, Betty 
Brereton, Amelia Mayer, Alice 
Brown, Marian McGhee, Wenonah 
Campbell, Frances Newman, Anne 
Crow, Lillian Orwig, Clara 
Dieterly, Hilda Parsons, Ruth 
Dietz, Edna Putnam, Katharine 
Donsing, Hildegarde Ramsay, Lydia 
Englebert, Stella Robinson, Olive 
Edwards, Phyllis Searle, Clara 
Hutton, Mary Sherman, Ann 
Hunting, Doris Swinburne, Sarah 

MESSAGE FROM BISHOP CHAMBERS, Read into Minutes 
(President — Bishops' Committee for Deaconesses) 

The Special Committee of the House of Bishops for Deaconesses hopes 
to keep before the Bishops the excellent contribution which Deaconesses make 
in the life and work of the Church. The members of the Committee are deeply 
sensible of their dedicated vocation. 



To this end, the Committee hopes to assist in developing promotional 
materials which will present this vocation to the women of the Church. In 
addition to this, we hope that the Division on Christian Ministries of the Na-
tional Council will work with us and will include the Order of Deaconesses 
as a part of their concern and province. 

The Committee feels that the primary reason that more women have 
not offered themselves for this special life is that it has not been given pub-
licity in the Church. Indeed, there are many areas geographically in the 
Church that do not know that the Episcopal Church does have this Order 
as a part of the serving Ministry of the Church. Canon Law prescribes the 
duties and requirements of Deaconesses and gives them an official status in 
the Church. 

The House of Bishops' Special Committee for Deaconesses will meet at 
the coming General Convention to formulate specific recommendations for 
future plans. 

The Rt. Rev. Albert A. Chambers 
Bishop of Springfield 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

MEETING OF THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

The National Conference of Deaconesses was called to order by our 
Chairman Deaconess Dietz on October 9th, 1964 at Christ Church Cathedral 
in Saint Louis, Missouri. The Meeting was opened by a Prayer. 

Twenty-eight Deaconesses were present. 

Minutes of the last Triennial Meeting were read and approved. 

Deaconess Dieterly gave her Treasurers Report. It was accepted. She 
gave each Deaconess a copy of her report. 

Report was made on Special Account by Deaconess Ramsey — a motion 
was made by Deaconess Ramsey and seconded by Deaconess Crow to find out 
where savings came from and report at next Triennial Meeting—motion was 
carried. 

Suggestion of a gift for Mission work was not acted upon. 

Deaconess Robinson made a motion and was seconded by Deaconess 
Ramsey that gifts received for National Conference of Deaconesses go to the 
Central House for Deaconesses—carried. 

Also motion made by Deaconess Ramsey and seconded by Deaconess 
Robinson that $100.00 from General Fund go to Central House for Deacon-
esses—carried. 

Treasurers Report under discussion — 

Deaconess Bradley made the motion and it was seconded by Deaconess 
King — to have: 

1. General Budget 

2. Central House 

Any member has the right to designate their gift under various headings 
under 1. General Fund. 

Deaconess Hunting was appointed to get out the Newsletter. 

Deaconess Ramsey made a motion to increase the Budget for Central 



House for Deaconesses to $1500—$500 annually for the next three years. 

Seconded by Deaconess Hunting—carried. 

Deaconess Booth gave her report for Central House. 

Report of veil—waist length—soft material—Report in Minute book. 

Propers for Saint Phoebe—not accepted by Prayer Book Commission. 
In book of "Prayer Book Studies" Epistle and Gospel the same as our report 
submitted but not the collect. 

Voted to give Mr. Washburn $25.00 for his very great help in planning 
our Conference—also Executive Committee voted to give Christ Church Cathe-
dral $25.00 for use of building for meetings, etc. 

Deaconess Brereton gave her report on Book of Devotions—She gave us 
outline of the Daughters of the King Book of Devotions. We are to use book 
prepared by Deaconess Brereton and her Committee for at least a year before 
it is printed after it is accepted. 

Group Insurance—Deaconess Dietz read letter from Church Life—sug-
gestion was made to refer to Executive Committee for further study. 

Office for Women — 

Paper written by Deaconess Truesdell — sent to Living Church for 
publication. 

Resolutions was presented by Deaconess Ramsey. Deaconess Sherman 
made motion to accept Resolutions—seconded by Deaconess Putnam. 

Deaconess Hunting presented a Deaconess Seal. She is to finish the Seal 
and to show it to us next year. Deaconess Brereton made the above motion—
seconded by Deaconess King. 

Report of the nomination Committee by Deaconess Orwig—the following 
nominated—Deaconesses Bradley, Englebut, Watts, Spencer. 

Closing Prayer by Deaconess Dietz. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marian Brown 
Deaconess 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
October 1963 to September 15, 1964 

Receipts—February to September 15, 1964 

General Funds 60.00 
Promotion and Publicity 90.00 
Central House 393.00 
Contingency Fund 110.00 
Triennial Travel Fund 179.00 
Hospitality Fund 37.00 
Interest credited to Hospitality 

Fund 172.67 

$1,041.67 



Disbursements 
Newsletter 42.52 
Rental of Booth 200.00 
Central House 300.00 
Mimeographing 2.06 
Check Book 2.50 
Stamps .50 

Total Disbursements 

Balance on hand, September 15, 1964 
General Funds 197.59 
Promotion and Publicity 906.62 
Central House 123.00 
Contingency Fund 326.07 
Triennial Travel Fund 914.12 
Emergency Fund 376.14 
Hospitality Fund 335.57 

Total 
Balance in accounts $3,179.11 

In special account 2,072.47 

Grand Total 

547.58 

$3,179.11 

$5,251.58 

Respectfully submitted, 

Hilda L. Dieterly 
Deaconess 

REPORT OF DEACONESS-IN-CHARGE, CENTRAL HOUSE 
Triennial Meeting—St. Louis—October 9, 1964 

In the September 25th issue of "Christianity Today" in an article entitled, 
"The Call to the Ministry," is the following excerpt by Sidney A. Hatch of 
Portland, Oregon called "God's Sword Thrusts." It reads as follows: 

While translating the Book of Jonah some years ago 
I came to that place which says that God "prepared" 
or "appointed" a great fish to swallow up the Prophet 
(Jonah 1:17). When I checked on the Hebrew word 
(manah) I found to my surprise that it also meant "to 
ordain." "An ordained whale," I facetiously thought. 
But my wonder increased when I came to the fourth 
chapter. There I found that God also "ordained" 
(manah) a plant, a worm, and a sultry east wind! "A 
whale, or a worm, or a gourd, or• a wind," I thought; 
"if God ordains them, he can use them." 

Over the years this rather strange and humbling little 
lesson has often come back to my heart to encourage me 
in the ministry. 

"If God ordains them, he can use them." As this was true of tile whale, 
the worm, the gourd and the wind, is it not also true of our Order? Has not 
our Order also been ordained by God for His use? This I firmly believe to 
be so, for it is evidenced by the growth of the Order just since the establish-
ment of the Central House eleven years ago. 



When Deaconess Brereton and I left our beloved mountains to take over 
the work of The Central House many remarks about our move came to us 
from both clergy and lay people, some encouraging, with faith in our new 
venture, and some discouraging, hurting, heartbreaking words such as, "The 
Order is dying, why not let it die?" "Why keep beating a dead horse?" "The 
day is over when people will work for the joy of it—now, they want rewards." 
"What can you offer them?" Perhaps the most heartbreaking and discour-
aging was one remark, "Well, if you are the best they can find, the Order 
must be in a pretty bad way." We knew we had little to offer but love and 
devotion, brawn and muscle for the hard physical work which we knew had 
to be done. We knew we did not have the academic background, but we did 
know that we had a love for our Order and faith that God had a purpose 
for it, and we believed that if we could just hold on, there was a great 
future for it. So we were willing in spite of these discouragements to put 
our hands in the hand of God and step out into the night, and we were 
willing to learn as we went along. 

So we answered the Call and arrived in Sycamore to take over a work 
which had been established by Deaconess Ruth Johnson on a firm, well-
planned foundation. I don't believe the Order, or the Church, realizes how 
much we owe to Ruth Johnson and to her keen thinking, her planning, her 
determination and hard work to get the Order before the Church, and 
especially before the Bishops of the Church. Her efforts have been tremen-
dous, and we will ever be indebted to her for her contribution. 

As we look back we see now the establishment of The Central House 
in Sycamore was definitely a part of God's plan, for there we were under 
the wise guidance of one of the greatest scholars of the Church, Dr. Royden 
Keith Yerkes. We had a complete college and seminary education under him, 
and we needed it for the great task which confronted us. Here, again, is 
one to whom we owe more than we realize. We would not be where we are 
today in the life of Central House if it had not been for his guidance and 
encouragement, and his promotion of the Order among his "boys," both 
Bishops and clergy. Once he had excepted the Office of Deaconess,—its place 
in the history of the Church, he promoted it continually. The greatest scholar 
the Church has had was right at our door, sitting at our table every morning 
after the Holy Eucharist, and, over a cup of coffee, discussing the future of 
our Order, the House, and many other items concerning the Church and our 
place in it. Just this week, Dr. Cellier, instructor of Liturgics at Seabury-
Western Seminary, said Dr. Yerkes was the greatest scholar the Church 
has had, but he was way ahead of his time. Some day, he said, the Church 
will catch up with him and his thinking. That is the caliber of the man who 
launched us in the Central House program, and who for ten years counselled 
and advised us. All this, I firmly believe, was God's plan for the future 
of the Order of Deaconesses which God had ordained for His use. 

The words "the Order is dying out," "stop beating a dead horse," were 
fallacies of the highest degree. These words have been proven false. The 
Order is not dying out, and we know why—the Holy Ghost is in the Order, 
and that which the Holy Ghost has entered, he will not desert. Our "dying 
horse" is very much alive and trotting along at great speed. 

Since the House was dedicated in 1953, twelve women have been Set-
Apart. Six during the past triennial, and four candidates studying and 
testing their vocation at the present time. Three women at Central House 
are in the M.A. program, and one is at St. Margaret's under the wise 
direction of Deaconess Phyllis Edwards. In July when the third member of 
our June Class was Set-Apart, we had only one candidate enrolled to enter 
in September, but by the time the term began we had four! Our second-year 
student has resigned as a deaconess candidate. 

I know you have read about our candidates in the Newsletter, but I never 
tire of talking about them. Let me tell you about them again briefly.: 

MARILYN SNODGRASS (32) is from Seattle, Washington. After graduation 



from the University of Washington with a major in Interior Design, she was 
employed for six and a half years by the Boeing Airplane Company as a 
technical illustrator before considering her vocation in the Church. 

VIENNA ANDERSON (28) whose home is in Richmond, Va. has a back-
ground in drama, art and music and has had a professional stage career. 
She studied for three years in the M.F.A. program at Yale Graduate School; 
at the Shakespeare Institute, Stratford-upon-Avon, England; at the London 
Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts, London, on a Fulbright Scholarship; 
and holds a B.F.A. from Richmond Professional Institute. 

MARGARET JACKSON (Mrs.) (58) was the wife of a school principal. 
She is from Phoenix, Arizona, and has had many years of experience in the 
field of journalism, editing small town daily and weekly newspapers, and most 
recently was Woman's Editor of the Arizona Farmer-Ranchman. She also 
served on the editorial staff of the Arizona Church Record for the past six 
years, and as its editor for a year and a half. She has received numerous 
national and state awards for professional excellence. Her education includes 
two years at Wellesley College. 

ESTHER DAvis (48) whose home parish is in Alhambra, California, is 
entering the two-year training program from the business field. Her studies 
at Berkeley will be augmented by preparation for the life and work of a 
deaconess under the guidance of Dss. Phyllis Edwards, who is working in 
San Francisco. 

The Seminary is chartering a plane to bring the students to General 
Convention for one day, October 21st. Perhaps some of you will still be here 
and will meet the three candidates from Central House. 

But we must move on from our training program—for the training of 
candidates is only one function of The Central House. In addition to counsel-
ling, teaching, guiding, etc. there are many invitations to speak for the Order. 
Most of these are in the Chicago Diocese, for due to our lack of funds for 
promotion we must wait for invitations. There have been, however, a few 
addresses in Indiana and Michigan. I hope each one of you is taking advan-
tage of every opportunity to speak for the Order in your area of the country. 
This we must do to make the Order known, so that those whom God is calling 
to this vocation will know about it. 

There are letters, many of them, to women and clergy interested in 
knowing more about the Order. There are people who come to visit the 
House and talk about Vocation, and there are House guests, and Quiet Days,--, 
all bringing inspiration and information to our students. Bishops visiting 
the seminary stop in for a visit, and seminary students drop in for a chat and 
a cup of tea on their way down town. There is the warm, close friendship 
between The Central House and the Seminary—both gaculty  and students—, 
which has been brought about by the attendance of our candidates in the M.A. 
program. All this helps to promote the Vocation of Deaconess. 

On Wednesdays there is the joy of the Holy Eucharist in our own House 
Chapel, and the fellowship with Dr. de Catanzaro and his server at breakfast 
afterwards. We have literally traversed the whole world, as he has cele-
brated the Holy Eucharist according to the various rites in the Anglican 
Communion, 

During the past year there was the joy of a trip to Washington for a 
long and most helpful visit with Dss. Gillespy. Her counsel was needed, aud 
it is still valuable, and so wise and timely. In Washington, a tiny glimpse 
of Margaret Bechtol and then on to Charlottesville to visit Dos. Mary Sandys 
Hutton and our own two children at St. Anne's Home—Dss. Sherman and 
Dss. Campbell. The trip ended in Roanoke with a long week-end with Deacon-
esses Mayer and Newman. That was a real coming home to our old Diocese, 
and catching up on many friends. 

We had hoped to drive west for the Setting-Apart services of our two 



candidates on the West Coast, but found it impossible, as the dates were too 
far apart. However, Dss. Brereton did go out to represent us at Jeannene 
Wright's service at the Cathedral in Los Angeles, returning just in time for 
Elizabeth Main's service in Chicago. We could not get to San Francisco to 
see Phyllis Edward's beautiful service in the Church where she is serving. 

The next item I would like to consider with you is the financial status 
of The Central House,—not my small, personal discretionary fund to which 
you contribute, but the finances of the House itself. As with all institutions, 
there is never enough money for our needs. . This year our expenses were 
nearly $3,000 above our income, which meant taking money from our small 
savings. If this happens too often, there will be nothing on which to depend 
in an emergency. Our budget covers just the -actual operating expenses of 
the House. There is no allowance for advance work—promotion, repairs, or 
improvements. We are asking for an increase in our grant from National 
Council, which has been giving us $7,000 per year, but most of our income 
must come from gifts. We have a few friends—not enough—and the gifts 
are not large. We need more supporters. I ask all of you to work for the 
support of YOUR HOUSE, through friends, either individuals, groups, parish 
or diocesan. Last year, gifts sent to my discretionary fund helped to replace 
a worn-out hot water heater, and install storm-screen doors, which we could 
not have done otherwise without taking from our investments, which are not 
large. Do keep this in mind and see what you can do to raise up friends to 
support us financially. 

Bishop Street's suggestion that we request the House of Bishops to 
appoint a Committee of Bishops on the work of Deaconesses has been most 
helpful. We have a goad committee made up of concerned bishops. 

The Chapel Services in the House have been a joy to candidates and 
guests alike. It is the center of quiet in the midst of a busy world. Just 
this past week a priest from Chicago came to ask if he could use our chapel 
for a little time of quiet. There have been a few memorials. Deaconess 
Donsing gave a new hymnboatd in memory of her sister. A gift was sent 
in memory of Dss. Tileston, which has bought Bible markers. Vienna Ander-
son, our new candidate, is an expert in ecclesiastical design and is now work-
ing designs on them. 

During the Triennium seven deaconesses have died: 
Cecile Jacobeit—August 14, 1962 
Eleanor Pilcher Strrith—October 28, 1962 
Harriet Holt English—September 23, 1963 
Caroline Churchill Pitcher—December 2, 1963 
Bertha R. Radford—December 9, 1963 
Mary Frances Ward—June 9, 1964 
A. Gertrude Sterne—August 16, 1964 

Let us pray for these dedicated women and offer thanks for their lives in His 
service: , Almighty God, we commend to Thee the souls of thy servants 
departed. Clothe them with excellent glory in Thy Kingdom and join them 
to the just and righteous Who fulfil Thy Will in the City that is above. Grant 
then' eternal rest, thou Lard of mercy and love. Amen. 

Josephine Latch was married in December, 1962. 

As I said in my report in Detroit three years ago, the roots of The Central 
House grow deeper and the branches reach out in an ever widening area of 
service This is becoming more evident every day, and while we still hear 
people say, "I never knew we had deaconesses in the Episcopal Church," many 
more do know about the Order. 

God be praised, the Order is not dying out. We are 'not beating a dead 
horse. We have women with a wealth of background, education and experi-
ence to take up the reins when Dss. Brereton and I lay them down. Women 



about whom it can never be said "they must be in a bad way if you are the 
best they can call!" It has been a wonderful tenure of service. Hard physical 
work—yes; disappointments and despair—yes; but, above it all, the dedication 
and devotion of the ten candidates we have had the privilege of leading into 
the Deaconess life, the life which has been our joy,—and the many bishops 
and lay people who have supported us during the past ten years. 

Let us always remember Jonah. A whale, a worm, a gourd, or a wind,— 
if God ordains them He can use them. He has ordained us, the Order of 
Deaconesses, for His use. Let me close with the words from that glorious 
Hymn 279: 

Praise to the Lord: over all things he gloriously reigneth. 
Borne as on eagle-wings, safely his saints he sustaineth. 
Hast thou not seen how all thou needest hath been 
Granted in what he ordaineth. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Edith A. Booth 
Deaconess-in-Charge 

RESOLUTIONS 
submitted by Deaconess Lydia A. Ramsay 

1. Thanks to the Presiding Bishop's Committee on the work of Deaconesses 
for their interest and definite plans to be presented to General Convention. 

2. To Bishop Lichtenberger, our regret of his forced resignation due to ill 
health, and our thanks to God for his life and influence. 

3. Greetings and congratulations to the new Presiding Bishop. 

4. Thanks to the faculty of Seabury-Western Seminary for all they do in 
nurturing the Order of Deaconesses. 

5. Thanks to the Rev. Washburn for his help in planning for our National 
Conference. 

6. Thanks to the Dean of the Cathedral for allowing the National Conference 
the use of Letmar Hall. 

7. Thanks to Dss. Brereton and Dss. Booth for their life and work in our 
name at Central House. 

8. Thanks to Dss. Booth and Brereton for the very helpful Prayer Leaflets. 

9. Thanks to Dss. Brereton for her work on the new Deaconess Devotional 
Leaflet. 

10. Thanks to Dss Dieterly, our efficient treasurer. 

11. Deep gratitude to Dss. Dietz for her nine years as Chairman of the 
National Conference. Also our deep thanks to the other retiring officers. 
Also our congratulations to the new Chairman, Dss. Bradley, and to the newly 
elected members of the Executive Committee. 

THE BANQUET 
The official Triennial Dinner, with honored guests, was held at the Hotel 

Warwick on October 9th. Twenty-eight deaconesses were present, as were 
four of the five bishops who serve on the Special Committee for Deaconesses. 



In attendance were Bishop Chambers, Bishop Street and his wife, Bishop 
Hargrave and his wife, and Bishop Allin. We were privileged also to have 
with us Mr. Smyth, our counsel on the Retiring Fund for Deaconesses, and 
the Rev. Francis G. Washburn, who worked as liaison man for the Conven-
tion's Committee on Arrangements. Bishop Chambers said the Grace, Bishop 
Street and Bishop Hargrave extended their greetings, and Mr. Smyth 
reminded us that every deaconess is a member of the Retiring Fund, a corpora-
tion which assists all needy retired deaconesses. Bishop Chambers, who is 
president of the Special Committee, encouraged us with the assurance that 
the members of the committee are all very much interested in our Order, and 
want to do everything they can for us. They expect to report on the Order 
to General Convention, and each year to the House of Bishops. Before this 
Convention is over, the committee will confer with Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. 
Rodenmayer, who head the National Council's Division of Christian Ministries. 
The committee and the Rodenmayers both have copies of the article about 
our Order which Dss. Truesdell has submitted to The Living Church for 
publication. Bishop Chambers concluded by saying that the deaconesses should 
not hesitate to refer to the Special Committee. 

BISHOP ALLIN'S ADDRESS 
There are some in the Church unaware that our Order exists. There 

are some who think it need not exist. There are some who feel the need of a 
renewal of all the Orders to meet today's problems. 

There is a real need for deaconesses. Bishop Street has long been con-
cerned, but the Special Committee is only a year old. 

It is wonderful how deaconesses keep on "doing many things" after 
retirement. They also give the support of their prayers to every phase of 
the work of the Church. 

In doing the work we will find the means of extending the Order of 
Deaconesses. The work is the thing. The skeptic and doubter can be won 
over by concrete accomplishments. We must have the faith that will launch 
a project "on a shoestring." We must share the determination that, for the 
sake of the work, more candidates must be recruited. We must keep the 
standards for the Order high. 

Many bishops don't know how to use deaconesses, and so they do not ask 
for their services. Bishops need to be informed about the varied work the 
deaconess can do. We need to project a new image of the deaconess. A key 
question is, What character is received by ordination? This character will 
revitalize the image. 

There is a great opportunity for deaconesses to try what others have not 
dared to try. The Church will support them in their efforts. They need 
three basic things: faith, humility, and the type of good humor that is the 
product of a radiant hope. God is calling loud and clear. One of the many 
responses to His call is a revitalization of the Order of Deaconesses. 

The Editor 

CORPORATE COMMUNION AND BREAKFAST 
On Saturday, October 10th, at 7:30 A.M. the deaconesses gathered at 

Christ Church Cathedral for their Corporate Communion. Bishop Hargrave 
was the celebrant. At this time we brought our special Triennial Offering 
to be blessed for God's work. After the service we had breakfast with our 
honored guests at the Sheraton-Jefferson Hotel. 

Dss. Dieterly, Treasurer, reports the total Offering as $885.50, with 
$573.75 designated for The Central House, and $311.75 for the Retiring Fund 
for Deaconesses. 

The Editor 



IMPRESSIONS OF A DEACONESS AT 
HER FIRST TRIENNIAL 

I'm glad I went! I wasn't at all sure I would be. I didn't want to 
spend the money I -knew it would take, and I thought, "Just another meeting. 
Why should I go? It isn't really going to matter much to me or to the Order 
whether I go or stay at home!" 

Well, I surely found out I was wrong. It mattered very much to me 
that I was there, and I think it mattered very much to the Order that every 
deaconess who could do so should be present. 

Some of the most important impressions I experienced were intangibles ; 
a deeper conception of the dedicated vocation of a deaconess, the realization 
that there is a real vision of the future of the Order and a profound concern 
for it, in the minds and hearts of the Deaconesses, a faith and enthusiasm 
in the possibility of a greatly enlarged ministry. It was a real thrill to see 
the unanimous approval of the recommendations made by the Bishops, since 
I feel sure in doing this, many had to put aside their own personal feelings 
in deference to the opportunity for more vocations to the Deaconess Order. 

Then there were the tangibles. Not the least of these was the getting 
to meet and to know many deaconesses whom I had known only by name or 
by correspondence, even though they had been a part of my prayer life and 
I know I had of theirs. It was a satisfaction to get to know them as persons. 
The fellowship is indeed important. 

The thrilling address by Bishop Allin at our banquet. What a joy to 
have the vocation of a deaconess presented so clearly and forcefully by one 
of the Leaders of our Church! 

The wonderful comfort of knowing we are under the wise and able 
Leadership of the Committee of Bishops who have already demonstrated their 
deep concern and interest in the Deaconess Order, and the sure conviction that 
the knowledge brings with it that we are about to enter into a greatly 
expanded future for service to the Church. Surely the Holy Ghost, the 
Strengthener, is at work in our midst! 

I think this Triennial is going to prove a real milestone in the history 
of our Order, and I am indeed glad I was there! 

Wenonah B. McGhee 
Deaconess 

NECROLOGY 
We bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and 
fear; beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service. 

August 14, 1962 

Dss. CECILE JACOBEIT, died in Boston, Mass. She received her training in 
London, and was Set-Apart in 1915 in Colorado, where she served at St. 
Stephen's Church, Colorado Springs, until retirement in 1930 because of fail-
ing eyesight. 

October 28, 1962 

Dss. ELEANOR PILCHEIR SMITH, age 78, at Elgin, Ill. She prepared for 
her ministry at the New York Training School, and was Set-Apart in 1926. 
She served as director of Christian education at various churches, and was 
head deaconess of the New York Training School from 1939 to 1942. From 
1942 to 1951 Dss. Smith was director of Christian education for the Town 
and Country Commission for the diocese of Chicago, and then devotional 
secretary for that diocese until her retirement in 1954. 



September 23, 1963 

Dss. HARRIET HOLT ENGLISH. Graduate of Vassar, 1912, and of the New 
York Training School, 1930. Dss. English was Set-Apart in 1930, and was 
director of Christian education at All Saints' Church, St. Thomas, Virgin 
Islands, from 1931 to 1944. From 1945 until her retirement in 1951 she was 
a missionary worker at St. Anne's Mission, El Paso, Texas. 

December 2, 1963 

Dss. CAROLINE CHURCHILL PITCHER, at 83 years of age. Studied at the 
New York Training School, and was Set-Apart in 1922. She was a missionary 
in China from 1922 to 1926. After serving for some time on the staff of St. 
Mark's Church, San Antonio, Texas, Dss. Pitcher returned to missionary work 
in Honolulu until her retirement in 1931. 

December 9, 1963 

Dss. BERTHA RADFORD. Graduate of the New York Training School and 
Set-Apart in 1907. She served as a missionary in Japan and as a parish 
worker in North Carolina. 

June 9, 1964 

Dss. MARY FRANCES WARD, age 65. Set-Apart in 1935. Dss. Ward 
served in Pennsylvania, Wyoming and Arizona. For the last twenty years 
she resided at St. Luke's Hospital, Phoenix, Arizona, and ministered to the 
patients there, despite crippling arthritis and asthma. Local newspapers 
called her "the angel of St. Luke's." 

August 16, 1964 

Dss. GERTRUDE STERNE, age 90, at Quincy, Ill. Set-Apart in 1917. Dss. 
Sterne served at Anvik and Tanana, Alaska until her retirement in 1935. 
Until shortly before her death she resided in Los Angeles. 

A NOTE OF THANKS 
We all appreciate the work of Deaconesses Booth and Brereton in setting 

up and supervising our booth at the Exposition Hall of Kiel Auditorium. Our 
grateful thanks to them, too, for making the two very useful booklets which 
they distributed,—one giving the names and addresses of all deaconesses, and 
the other showing, month by month, the birthdays and anniversaries. 

Our thanks to our retiring Chairman, Deaconess Dietz, for all the work 
that went into the arrangements for our Triennial Meeting. 

The Editor 



ITEMS OF INTEREST 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11th 

The program of our National Conference was concluded on Saturday, 
October 10th, but most of the deaconesses attended a tea on Sunday afternoon 
at the Cathedral Parish House. We were guests of the Alumnae of the New 
York Training School. We appreciated this invitation, and enjoyed our visit 
with the Alumnae and with each other. In the evening the deaconesses 
marched in the procession as General Convention opened in Kiel Auditorium 
with a service of Evening Prayer. It was, as always, a beautiful service, 
and we heard the sermon written by our retiring, Presiding Bishop, and read 
by the Rt. Rev. Ned Cole, Jr. We regret, as does'everyone else in the Church, 
that Bishop Lichtenberger was forced to resign because of ill health. We will 
always remember that it was during his tenure of office that the special 
Bishops' Committee for Deaconesses was set up. This committee will serve 
not only as a source of guidance and strength, but as a spear-head of our 
efforts to revive the Order. 

Editor 

Deaconess Wenonah B. McGhee has been appointed to the Board of 
Trustees of the Central House for Deaconesses. 

Editor 

ANNUAL MEETING-1965—Oct. 5-8 at the DeKoven Foundation, Racine, 
Wis. 



NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 
MEETING AND RETREAT 	 B, 	 C 
DeKaven Foundation, Racine, Wisconsin. T7°0--44,4 	 October 5-8, 1965 

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Dear Deaconesses: 

Our Annual Meeting and Retreat, were indeed a joy and help to all of us. 

The Social Hour, Tuesday evening, gave us an opportunity to hear about the 
work each Deaconess is doing, and to share with one another the joy of His service, 
whether we are active or retired. 

On Wednesday morning; Evelyn Ashcroft arrived and gave us a most interesting 
illustrated talk about her work. We invited the Sisters to come ih and listen. 
Evelyn is working at Tadian, Mountain ProvinCe of the Philippines. It is an area 
populated by poverty-stricken tribes, full of superstition and of head-hunting tra-
dition. In St. Hilda 's Trainihg School, she trains Filopino women in religion and 
the practical arts, subh as sewing and cooking. They can then go out and teach 
their awn people, thus extending the out-reach of the Mission. We were grateful to 
the Speakerts Bureau of the Executive Ocunoil for making it possible for Evelyn to 
be with us. 

Our good friends, Bishop and Mrs. Street joined us for lunch, and later 
the Bishop gave us a helpful report of the recent meeting of the House of Bishops. 

Our Conference continued during the afternoon. After Evening Prayer our 
Retreat began, closing Friday morning with a Requiem for our departed members. It 
was a beautiful and comforting Service. 

One of the greatest joys of serving as. your Chairman is the sharing with 
our retired members in the fellowship of prayer. The many notes received from them 
are real treasures. 

You will find in this issue the first notice of our 1966 meeting. Start 
now to plan to be with us. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of our Order for 
their wonderful support and above all for their prayers. 

Faithfully yours in Our Lord, 

Agnes R. Bradley, Deaconess 

FIRST NOTICE 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES - - - - MEETING AND RETREAT 

OCTOBER 11 - 14, 1966 

PLACE: The DeKaven Foundation, Racine, Wisconsin. 

COST: $20.00 
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SUMMARY OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

A SPECIAL MEETING of the Committee was called by Chairman, Deaconess Bradley to fill 
two vacancies - those of Pauline Watts Elliot and Phyllis Spencer, neither of whom 
could attend meetings. Mary Truesdell and Frances Zielinski were elected by the 
committee to fill their places, 

THE REGULAR MEETING of the Executive Committee, prior to the Conference, was opened 
with prayer on the morning of October 6th, 1965 at the DeKoven Foundation, Racine, 
Wisconsin. Eight members were present with Deaconess Booth an Ex-Officio member. 
Deaconess Lank was absent. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved, the Treasurer's report 
was accepted. It was decided that a notice of the annual $1.00 dues be sent out, 
together with a more complete form (to be prepared) explaining the budget and its 
needs. 

Appreciation was expressed for the helpful Book of Devotions submitted by Dea-
coness Brereton for trial use. 

Deaconess Searle and Deaconess Booth reported on the meeting of the Retirement 
Fund. The capital fund has now reached the amount of a half-million dollars. .. 

Dates for the 1966 Conference were discussed. 

The meeting was closed with Prayer by Deaconess Dieterly. 

Marian Brown, Deaconess 
Secretary 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE MEETING 

The NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES was called to order by the Chairman, 
Deaconess Bradley, at 200 P.M., on October 6, 1965. Bishop Street had prayers for 
the Order. 

BISHOP STREET'S TALK 

Bishop Street gave the highlights of the discussions and resolutions of the 
recent meeting of the House of Bishops. 

While deploring the recent sensational and incorrect publicity in the secillar 
press, he felt that Bishop Pike bad really done the Order some good, in that he pro-
vided each Bishop with a copy of historical material regarding the Jrder. Mary dif-
ficulties in the past and present have sprung from ignorance of the history and na- ,  
ture of the Office of Deaconess. The Resolutions adopted by the Bishops, now bring 
the American Church into alignment with Lambeth as to position and function of the 
Office. The Office of Deaconess is declared an Office of Ministrz. Neither the 
American or Lambeth Resolutions classify the Office as belonging to the Third Order 
of Ministry, nor do they call it a Fourth Order. At present, it is simply called 
an Office of Ministry; it stands alone, an office "sui generis". In clanging the 
word "appointed" to "ordered" in the Canon, the General Convention of 1964, merely 
clarified a status of Office belonging to the Deaconess by the intention of the 
Church. 
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The Church has much to learn about the Order of Deaconesses, and how to use it 
more effectively. There is still prejudice. The Order will do well if it is not 
"too pushy". It must pursue its humble, faithful, laving, loyal service to the Lard, 
and put every thing into His Hands 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

After Bishop Street's talk, the meeting resumed. The minutes of the Triennial 
Meeting were read And approved. 

The Treasurer's Report was accepted. 

Dates for the 1966 Conference were discussed and October 11 - 14th were accepted. 
Conductors for the Retreat were suggested: Bishop Lickfield, Bishop Bennison, and 
Bishop Craine. We decided to have a Speaker at the Conference and Bishop Selway was 
suggested. 

There was discussion concerning some kind of central control in the Order, and 
the difference between The Central House, the center for the Order, and the National 
Executive Committee. It was agreed that authority for the Order of Deaconesses lies 
within its elected National Executive Committee. 

REPORT OF THE DEACONBSS-IN-CHARGE OF THE CENTRAL HOUSE 

Mich has happened since that day in October 1964 when we said Good-By to each 
other in St. Louis. For many of us, we felt, as far as the deaconesses were concern-
ed, that it had been a good National Conference and a good General Convention. Four 
of the five bishops on the Special Committee on Deaconesses had been present at our 
banquet, and Bishop Allin had given us a forceful and encouraging address. Other 
Bishops had met with us during our Conference and the meeting of the Retiring Fund, 
and above all, through the efforts of our Committee of Bishops, we received recog-
nition by the Convention, in the action in maldng changes in the Canon which were 
necessary to bring the Order of Deaconesses in the Episcopal Church in the United 
States in line with the recommendations of Lambeth and with the Order of Deaconesses 
in other parts of the Anglican Church. These changes were not happily received by 
some of the deaconesses, While others accepted the changes with rejoicing - so them 
was much heartache at The Central House as we endeavored to explain the "whys" and 
the "wherefores", and endeavored to keep unity within the Order. 

For some time Deaconess Brereton and I had felt the time had come for us to be-
gin the process of "breaking in" a new Deaconess-in-charge of The Central House, so 
that when we retired a few years hence, the program would be in the hands of one well 
acquainted with the history, policies and plans of The Central House, and the change-
over would be an easy flow into a new regime. With this plan in mind, I made this 
recommendation to the Board of Trustees at the October meeting with the suggestion 
that Deaconess Brereton was willing to begin her rOtirement in November 1965 in order 
to release the salary for the new staff member. This plan as you know had to be can-
celled. 

The Committee of Bishops on Deaconesses had at the time of the meting at Gen-
eral Convention wanted to have a meeting at The Central House with as many Deaco-
nesses present as possible to discuss and form future plans and policies for the 
Order, but heavy pressures on the Bishops made this impossible, until April 1965 



PAGE 4. 

when a date was finally set and four of the five Bishops of the Committee with 19 
deaconesses met at the Central House for two days. It was a most satisfactory 
meeting, and as far as I know, the only time Bishops, or any Committee concerned 
with the life and work of Deaconesses, have met with Deaconesses to discuss matters 
pertaining to the Order. The meeting helped to clarify many misunderstandings per-
taining to the canonical change by General Convention, and left all the deaconesses 
enthusiastic and confident, as Deaconess Truesdell so aptly put it in her report of 
the meeting, "that we are no longer struggling alone, but that the Order and its pro-
blems are in capable hands; that the Holy Spirit still has use in the Church for this 
Office, and will guide us as we go." This has proved to be true in the excellent 
resolutions presented to the House of BishoPs in theill September 1965 meeting, and 
accepted by them. 

While Bishop Pike's action in endeavoring to ordain one of our deaconesses to 
the Office of Deacon was painful to us, we are grateful that his action brought the 
whole matter of Deaconesses to the attention of the House of Bishops for study and 
action, which resulted in a clarification of the whole matter, and a deeper under-
standing of the Order and its place in the tradition and structure of the Church. 

There has been much in the public press which has not been good and has hurt 
and disturbed us, for this is the only means the public has of knowing what is hap-
pening, and if it is wrongly reported there is no way of correcting it. It lies 
therefore, within the power of each one of us to show to the Church and the world 
what the Vocation of Deaconess really is by our dedicated lives and service. We pray 
that the wounds will heal, and that we will hold each other in love, understanding 
and forgiveness, one often acts with the good intentions and the conviction of her 
awn heart, that what she is doing will be good for the whole Order. We must constant-
ly pray for grace and understanding. 

We, ourselves, owe a deep debt of gratitude to our Bishops Committee, and with 
sure trust and confidence be ready under their guidance to follow their direction in 
the days that are to come. I cannot close this part of my report without asking you 
to offer with me a prayer of thanksgiving to Almighty God for our Bishops Committee. 
The preparation these resolutions, with all the reference material each Bishop had 
before him for study. must have taken endless hours of work and kept the Bishops 
away from their Diocesan affairs for many days. We are grateful beyond measure. 

Let us stand as we offer a prayer of Thanksgiving: (The General Thanksgiving.) 

To go now to other items concerning the Central House. As you know this fall 
we are beginning the 13th year of the establishment of the Central House. The Cen, 
tral House in Sycamore was dedicated October 29, 1953. Let us on this date remember 
the House, offering thanks and remembering its needs. I am glad to see eigbt of the 
twelve ordained from Central House are at this meeting. 

The fall term began last Monday. We are sad to report that Vienna Anderson has 
withdrawn as a Deaconess Candidate. We regret this for we love her greatly, and She 
has many wonderful gifts to bring into the Church and the Order. We rejoice that 
Mrs. Margaret Jackson and Marilyn Snodgrass have returned for their second year in 
the M. A. program at Seabury.&estern Seminary. Esther Davis is taking her second 
year of study at the Church Divinity School of the Pacific. One new Candidate, (Mrs. 
Helen Chadwick,) has been sent by Bishop Emrich for six months training and testing. 
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We are grateful for the appointment of the Rev. Joseph Howell of St. Augustine 's 
Church, Wilmette, Illinois as advisor and Director of Studies. He has already proven 
himself a strong tower of strength to us. 

Two Deaconesses are testing their Vocation to conventual life. Phyllis Spencer 
left for England in July, where she is now in the Community of St. Andrew, a Community 
of Deaconesses. Jeahnene Wright is at the Community of The Transfiguration at Glen,. 
dale, Ohio. 

Several Deaconesses have gone on to their "next assignment", as one of the older 
Deaconesses expressed it 

Charlotte Boyd, died - January 17, 1965 
Gertrude Steward - March 11, 1965 
Anne Waite Lovell - March 16, 1965 
Elisabeth Newbold . March 30, 1965 
Elizabeth Trask - April 1, 1965 
Lucille Bickford - April 2, 1965 

God grant them joy and peace in His nearer Presence. We pray that they may go from 
strength to strength in the life of perfect service in His Heavenly Kingdom. 

Bequests have been received by The Central House from the estates of Elizabeth 
Trask and Nary Frances Ward. 

One can not help but feel that new days are dawning for the Order. New opportun-
ities are before us, and there are many unexplored avenues where the Church could use 
Deaconesses. Somewhere are the women whom God would call to this service. Let us 
pray diligently that they may hear and obey the Call. Let us witness daily for the 
Order, and never miss an opportunity to make known to potential Candidates the joy of 
life and service in the Deaconess Office. Keep after your Diocesan women's groups, 
and your Diocesan clergy. 

May I conclude my Report with a quote from the Methodist Deaconess Newsletter, 
as their Executive Secretary says to her sister Deaconesses: "As the Church re-
examines its mission and task, we as Deaconesses are called upon to re-examine our 
awn commitment, our preparation and readiness to meet the new demands and opportyn, 
ities confronting us. If we are to 'pursue' our task as Deaconesses, we, too, must 
earn anew each day the privilege of being a Deaconess." 

Let us take this directive. Let us not get into a rut, but keep ourselves pro-
fessionally alert, keeping up on what is going on in the Church, refreshing our minds 
and our techniques in our purticulAr fields of Service. Let us be socially sensitive 
to changes and opportunities. And above all, may the riches of the Holy Spirit ever 
grown within us, that we may serve in the Office of Deaconess effectively and crea-
tively. Nay the Lord grant us His Grace to do this! 

Edith A. Booth, Deaconess 
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Deaconess Dieterly reported that She had attended a Conference of Methodist 
Deaconesses, which she found very interesting. While those present did not wear 
religious garb, there was discussion of returning to a garb. 

Deaconess Truesdell was appointed to edit the notes on the Conference and Re-
treat. 

The Conference was closed with prayer by Deaconess Bradley. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marian Brown, Deaconeee 
Secretary 

POSTSCRIPT: 

The Retreat ended with Breakfast, after which we gathered in the Library to hear 
the announcement of the amount of the offering and to say our Good Byes ("God-be-wi-
ye"). Because of recent events, we had come to our Conference rather heavy of heart. 
There was an undercurrent of depression that one could feel rather than hear. But as 
we gathered in sisterly Conference, and listened to Bishop Street's fine talk and 
Deaconess Booth t5  challenging report, it was wonderful how these ill feelings we had, 
melted away. Then came the beautiful Retreat addresses which lifted us completely 
to a higher level. As we sang the Doxology before parting, we truly felt that the 
Holy Spirit had been with us. 

Mary P. Truesdell, Deaconess 
Editor. 

DEACONESSES PRESENT AT THE 1965 CONFERENCE AND RETREAT. 

Evelyn Ashcroft, Edith A. Booth, Agnes R. Bradley, Amelia Brereton, Marian Brown, 
Frances Campbell, Lillian Crow, Hilda Dieterly, Edna McNeil Dietz, Hildegarde Donsing, 
Phyllis Edwards, Stella Englebert, Gladys Hall, Doris Hunting, Elizabeth Main, Wenonah 
McGhee, Clara Orwig, Ruth Parsons, Lydia Ramsay, Clara Searle, Ann Sherman, Nary Tru-
esdell and Frances Zielinski. 

Also present for the Retreat were the Candidates: Helen Chadwick, Margaret Jackson 
and Marilyn Snodgrass. Visitors who shared with us were Elizabeth Rowden and Marian 
Wheeler. 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

October 3, 1964 to November 4, 1965 

Receipts - For the Budget $ 	550.00 

Retreat Offering 467.00 

Dues 2.00 

Interest on bank deposits 135.55 

Total $ 1,154.55 

Disbursements Central House $ 	806.00 

Promotion and Publicity 695.44 

THE DEACONESS 145.80 

Printing 1.85 

Supplies 7.85 

Postage 10.00 

Gifts - Phillipines 100.00 

South Dakota 100.00 

Retreat Conductor 75.00 

Sisters of St. Mary 25.00 

Emergency surgery - 1 Deaconess 150.00 

Hospitality - DeKoven 68.50 

Total 

Balance on hand November 4, 1965 

$ 2,185.44 

Checking account $ 	317.60 

Savings Account 1,682.48 

Special savings account 2,164.80 

Total $ 4,164.88 

Hilda L. Dieter], Deaconess 
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THE RETREAT ADDRESSES, The Rt. Rev. Albert A. Chambers, Conductor. 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of a Retreat is to realize God's Presence, and to listen to 
His Voice. 

We are so neglectful of the resources of Grace. It is so easy to be care-
less in our disciplines, to put off, and then to forget. It all makes for a "luke-
warm" spiritual life. We do not do enough listening. 

In Retreat, there is opportunity to put ourselves in order. We are to 
"tune in" to God's Voice. This is not so easy. Just as a poor instrument with 
worn tubes, or dirt, or a short circuit interferes with good TV reception, so many 
things interfere in our tuning in to God. We must Clear these things away. Then 
we must be still, mentally and spiritually, and listen. The Holy Spirit will help 
us to do this. God wants our attention. He has something to say. 

"TO THE ALTAR OF GOD!" 

The Altar of God is the central place of meeting with God. It is the place 
of offering. We come, not primarily to get, but to give. We come to the Altar of 
God with love. Love is giving rather than receiving. "God so laved, He gave His 
Son;,  Christ so loved He accepted all the constituents of frail humanity. He hum-
bled Himself even to the death on the Cross, because He loved us. We must come to 
the Altar of God with love, and worship and surrender. And we must come again, and 
again, and again. And our coming, to give our love, brings happiness to the heart 
of God. 

"AT THE ALTAR OF GOD!" 

Jesus is theret He said sot He meant what He said The Greek word inade-
quately translated into English as "remembrance" means much more in its original. 
It does not mean a past memorial  but an e'er present memorial.  It means "Presencetm 
We might translate it this way, "Do this, when ye want Me herein The Holy Sacrifice 
of the Altar is a Re-Presentation  of Cur Lord's Offering. There is so much richness 
of thought here, we can not take it in all at once, nor fully understand the depth 
of the Sacramental Mysteries. 

Man lives in two worlds. We are souls. We have bodies. Our bodies are 
our instruments in this material, Physical world. We accept the everyday fact that 
the food we eat is turned into energy and life. We constantly use the outward and 
visible things to express our thoughts and inward feelings. Communication in this 
world is through externals. So, God uses Sacraments. In every Sacrament, God meets 
man. But He comes in His fullness at the Altar. 

We cone to the Altar of God to offer our love. At the Altar of God as we 
lose our lives in Him, we find life. 

"Thanks be to God for His unspeakable Giftf" 
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III. "FROM THE ALTAR OF GOD" 

The most important part of Christian living does not end at the Altar, it 
begins!  

On the Cross, Jesus stretched out His laving Arms, not just to encompass us, 
but the whole world. At the Altar, we have met Him. We have come in contact With 
the Greatest God. We have felt the powerful radiance of His Presence. We should 
be so charged with His Life* that others should be able to see that we "have been 
with Jesus." Our understanding; kindness, gentleness, patience, firmness of faith, 
hope, and joy, should Ai* that we have been to the Altar of God. By their fruits' 
ye shall know them," Jesus said. lihat you are, speaks so loudly, that I can not 
hear what you say." (Emerson) 

When we have been with Jesus, we have a responsibility. There are others 
who would see Jesus too. Some times we think too much of what we are receiving, 
and forget our commission to get across the message of the Cross. We go from the 
Altar of God to witness for Him. 

IV. "YE ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH." 

. Salt has always been a precious commodity. It has been a symbol of hospi-
tality and friendship. It is an antiseptic. It is a preservative. It gives flavor, 
yet in doing so, loses its awn identity. 

Our Vocation is to be salt: 

1. To reveal God's hospitality - the good news of God's love. 

2. To bring the antiseptic, cleansing power of Our Lord to this sinful, 
evil world. 

3. To preserve the Good News of Salvation. To guard the Faith, and by 
our witness show the regenerative power of the Sacramental life. 

4. To Show the divine flavor of God - His joy. "Ily joy shall be in 
you." We often fail here. God wants us to be full of joy, radiant 
joy, that is contagious. 

5. To lose our identity in Him. Salt is only of value as it loses its 
identity in use. We are not good by ourselves. We are nothing 
without Him. We have been grafted into the Body of Christ. We 
are members of His glorious Body, with its millions of cells, all 
with a function to fulfill. 

God grant us to fulfill our Vocation! 

P.S. - Please note change of address effective February 10, 1966. 

Deaconess Agnea R. Bradley 
311 Second St., 
Jackson, Michigan 49201 



NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONE7SES 
MEETING AND RETREAT 
DeKoven Foundation, Racine, Wisconsin 	 October 11-14 - 1966 

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Dear Deaconesses: 

It is always a joy to share in the beauty and the peace of DeKoven Founda-
tion during our Annual Meeting and Retreat. This year we missed being greeted by our 
good friend, Sister Valerie, who was ill in the hospital with a fractured hip, but 
well on the way to recovery for which we are thankful. 

On Tuesday evening we onjqyed hearing about the various ways in which we 
are serving our Lord. Dean Parsons continued this theme in tho meditations for our 
retreat, and they were most helpful. Our closing Eucharist on Friday morning was one 
of thanksgiving for the blessings received, and also in remembrance of our deaconesses, 
who had departed this life during the past year. It sent us forth with the prayer 
that we might continue in His joyful service. 

During the year I have received many notes from you and they are always an 
inspiration! May I share a few excerpts with you: 

"Just now I am transcribing Dr. Casserly's 'The 
Church Today and Tomorrow' into Braille for the 
Lending Library at St. Luke's, Evanston." 

"There is no retirement in the Master's service. 
We serve right where we are." 

My heartfelt thanks for your cooperation and prayers, and I am sorry that 
this is late. 

May God bless us and guide us as we plan for our Triennial Meeting in Se-
attle, Washington in September 1967. 

Faithfully yours in our Lord, 

Agnes R. Bradley, Deaconess 

FIRST NOTICE  

Triennial Meeting - September 14, 15, 16, 1967, Seattle, Washington 

Headquarters - St. Paul's Church. 

Further details will be mailed to each one as soon as completed. 
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MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 

THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES. 

October 12, 1966 

The meeting of the Committee was opened by Deaconess Bradley with prayer at 
930 A.M., on Wednesday, October 12, at the DeKoven Foundation, Racine, Wisconsin. 

Present were: Deaconesses Bradley, Dieterly, Englebert, Zielonski, Camp,. 
boll, Truesdell, and Booth, ex officio. 

Deaconess Truesdell was appointed Secretary Pro Tem., in the absence of 
Deaconess Marian Brown. The report of the last Executive Meeting and the Conference 
of 1965 were read, approved and ordered filed. 

Deaconess Dieterly read the Treasurer's Report which was accepted. Doe-
cones Dietorly submitted her resignation as Treasurer which was accepted with our 
thanks to her for her good work. Frances Zielonski was elected to fill the post of 
Treasurer. 

The Committee voted to submit to the Conference the following recommen- 
dation; 

1. Necessity for better explanation about our Funds, when sending reminders 
about dues. Explain about "Special Savings Account" for benefit of younger Deacon, 
essos. Ask Conference for action on recommendation that gifts from Einergency Fund 
should be limited to $50,00 for one Deaconess, but that any further request be re-
ferred to the Executive Committee for consideration. To remind the Deaconesses when 
sending Dues reminder that this is a Convention year and ask for contributions to 
"Hospitality Fund". 

2. There was discussion regarding the advisability of a small committee of 
Deaconesses to consider, and study the problems of the Order and submit apy sugges-
tions necessary to the Special Committee of the House of Bishops ON DEACONESSES. It 
was decided this might be advisable, but that no new committee was needed. The EX, 
eoutive Committee is elected from the Order, and is as representative of age, train-
ing schools, and location for ease of got-together, as could be desired. Deaconess 
Zielinski was appointed Chairman of a Committee-of-the-Whole (Executive Committee) on 
ft Survey!! 

3. The matter of a Seal for the Order shoed be brought up. 
4. The Executive Comittee recommended that we should keep the door open 

for fellowship with the Professional Church Women. 

Plans for our Triennial Meeting in Seattle at the time of General Conven-
tion next year were discussed. A letter from the Rector of St. Paul's Church, two 
blocks from the Convention meetings, was read, and we will be glad to accept the 
offered facilities of this parish. A tentative schedule would be: 

September 14, 1967 - Executive Meeting - late afternoon. 
September 15 - Triennial Meeting with the Dinner in the Evening. 
September 16 - Corporate Communion of our Order with the Corporate 

Communion of the Daughters of the King. 
- Annual Meeting Retiring Eland for Deaconesses. 

Daily at 7:30 A.M. there will be a Holy Communion Service at St. Paul's followed by 
a Continental Breakfast and a Meditation. There will not be an opportunity for a 
Quiet Day or Hour, but the daily Meditation will have to take the place of a Retreat 
or ruict Hour we usually have at our Triennial Meeting time. 
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The booth for the National Conference has been spoken for. There was a 

discussion as to what we would like to have on disPlaY, and what we would have to 
give out. Shopping bags, coloring and cut-out Deaconess Dolls, and pencils were somo 
of the suggestions. A new brochure is needed, and an appeal foe pictures must be 
made to tho whole Order. Deaconess Booth, Deaconess Campbell and Deaconess Truesdell 
were appointed on a Publicity Committee to prepare a now booklet. Suggestions would 
be gratefully received as to what kind of a background to uso for the booth. Would 
a flasher showing slides be a good idea? 

At the Triennial Meeting four members are elected to serve on the Execu-6 
tive Committee. The retiring members are: Deaconesses Brown. Campbell, Dieterly and 
Lank. As a Nominating Committee Deaconesses Campbell, Newman and Hutton will serve. 

The next Executive Committee Meeting will be called for the Wednesday after 
Easter, March 29, 1967. This is planned to follow the meeting of the Trustees of The 
Central House hold on Easter. Tuesday. and Which will be attended by several members 
of the Executive Committee. Thc meeting will be in Evanston. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary P. Truesdell, 
Secretary Pro Temporc. 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 1966. 

The Annual Mooting of the National Conference of Deaconesses was held Oc-
tober 12, 1966 at 1:30 P.M., at the DeKoven Foundation, Racine, Wisconsin. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by Deaconess Helen Chadwick. 

The Secretary, Deaconoss Marion Brown, being unable to be present, Deacon-  
ass Mary Truesdell was appointed Secretary Pro Tempore. The Minutes of the 1965 
Meeting wore read and approved. 

The Treasurerls Report was given by Deaconess Hilda Dieterly, and accepted. 
Deaconess Dieterly has found it necessary to resign as Treasurer, and Deaconess Fran. 
cos Ziolonski was elected to fill the post. 

The Report of the Meeting of the EXecutive Committee was read by Deaconess 
Truesdell and several points contained therein were brought before tho Conference to 
consider: 

1. There is need for better explanation of the various funds belonging to 
the Conference, when the annual reminder of duos and appeal for gifts is sent out. 
The Conference approved the suggestion of the EXecutive Committee that the Form pro. 
viously used be revised for use. It stated specifically: 

"We nood for 	  (name of fund), 
I give for 	  (name of fund). 

Special asking is to be included this year for "Hospitality Fund" to assist some of 
our Order to attend the Triennial and General Convention. 
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(a) The "Special Savings Account" which looks large to some, on the Trea, 

surer's Report is a fund started many years ago to assist in thc operation of the 
New York School when it looked that our last training School would be closed. After 
the several experiences of having schools for training closed because they could no 
longer be supported locally, the Conference decided to keep this Special Rind in re-
serve for emergency, and its funds may not be dipped into for current expenses. 
(Likewise the furnishing of the Chapel at The Central House belongs to the Conference, 
and not to the Central House Corporation.) 

(b) The Conference accepted the recommendation of the EXecutive Committee 
and voted to limit gifts from the Emergency Fund to $50.00 for any one Deaconess, 
with proviso that cases of special need beyond this amount be referred to the EXecur. 
tive Committee for further consideration. Suggestion was made that in such a case 
the Executive Committee make known to the Conference that such a need has arisen, but 
no name or names to be mentioned. 

2. The Conference approved the appointment of Deaconess Frances Zielenski 
as Chairman of a Committee-of-the-Whole (Executive Committee) on "Survey" to make or 
summarize any suggestions for the betterment of the Order to be sent to the Special 
Committee of the House of Bishops ON DEACONESSES. 

• The question of a Seal for the Deaconess Order - which was left over 
business from 1964 - was brought up, and by vote decided that a seal was not needed - 
at least at this time - as we are a Conference and not a corporation. Our cross is 
our common insignia, 

4, The Conference agreed with the EXecutive Committee to leave the door 
open for fellowship with the Professional Church Women. 

5. The Conference voted that Bishop Solway be asked to be the speaker at 
the dinner at the Triennial Meeting,. 

6. An urgent appeal for pictures, and slides for use in now pUblications 
for General Convention distribution. Please do not be so modest about the work you 
are doing! Tell us! Deaconess Crow was honored as being "The Woman of the Year" 
in Oakfield, a suburb of Dallas, where she lives and works. 

7, A report was given on the recent Annual Meeting of the Retiring Fund 
for Deaconesses. Cur principle fund, which has been so well administered, amounts to 
about a half million dollars. This makes it possible to raise the amounts given as 
pensions by $5.00 per month, which will make the pensions equal to those paid Nation, 
al Church Workers, the total amount received being $210,00 (which includes the amount 
received from Social Security). One must be retired to receive R.F.D. funds. After 
October 1966 retired workers who did not qualify under the Social Security plan will 
receive $35.00 per month from Social Security Funds. The Deaconesses elected to 

• serve as Trustees were Putnam, Breraton and Searle. 

Deaconesses were reminded that in leaving bequests for the Order that we 
should keep in mind the needs of the National Conference for PROMOTION! In the past 
we have put our emphasis on building up our needed retirement funds. But it is now 
felt the emphasis should be on the very present and urgent need for PROMOTION. 

Deaconess Booth gave her Report on The Central House - printed elsewhere - 
and followed with an ex temper° talk on adapting to changing conditions in the train-
ing of Candidates. 
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Greetings were read from our Deaconess in the Philippines, Evelyn Ashcroft, 
who was with us last year, and at this time will be in Retreat with her ten students. 
Other greetings were read. Cards were ordered sent to Bishop Mason, and Sister Mary 
Valerie, C.S.M. and to Deaconesses who are ill. To all our other Deaconess sisters 
who could not be with us, we send our love, our prayers, and hereby, - our greetings. 
We wish it had been possible for them to be here in physical presence. 

Those who were able to attend the 1966 Conference were Deaconesses Bradley, 
Booth, Adams, Crow, Campbell, Chadwick, Brereton, Donsingi Englebort, Dieterly, King, 
Dietz, Orwig, Parsons, Mein, Mayer, McGhee, Newman, Searle, Sherman, Truesdell and 
Zielenski. 	In addition, our two Evanston Candidates, Alice Ballnrd and Noel Knelange, 
and our friend Marian Wheeler attended the Retreat. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Mary P. Truesdell, 
Secretary Pro Tempore. 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

November 4, 1965 to November 9, 1966 

Receipts 	- For the Budget - 
General Funds 	$ 267.00 
Ubideaignated 	 527.00 
Central House 	 125.00 

$ 	919.00 $ 919,00 
Retreat Offering 280.75 
Interest on Savings Accounts 159.82 

$ 1,359.64  

Disbursements - 	Central House $ 	500.00 
Booth for Triennial Convention 300.00 
Postage 13.50 
Check Book 2.50 
Mimeographing 2.17 
Hospitality - DeKoven 43.50 
Gifts - Emergency - in Deaconess 75.00 

Retreat Conductor 60.00 
Sisters of St. Mary 25.00 

$ 1,021.67 

Balance on hand November 9, 1966 
Savings Account $ 2,038.53 
Checking Account 162.60 
Cash on hand 17.75 

$ 2,218.88 

Special Savings Account $ 2,263.64 

Hilda L. Dieterly, 
Deaconess. 
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RETREAT ADDRESSES 1966 

By the Very Reverend Donald L. Parsons, Th.D. 

I . 

We are all servants of Our Lord Jesus Christ. You are deaconesses. I am a 
deacon, for one ceases not to be a deacon when priest's orders are added. We have 
this in common with one another, and also with Him, who came from the Eternal World 
to be a servant! 

Forever, HE dignified service with the character of nobility. The world is 
so full of pretense; there is so much pushing, shoving, putting on of false fronts - 
even in religion, that we can so easily fall into this trap of pretense, unless we 
remember the dignity, the nobility of serviae. 

It is the command of the Lord Jesus that we be servants! HE said, "Whoso-
ever will be great among you, shall be your minister. And whosoever of you will be 
the chiefest shall be servant of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be minis-
tered unto, but minister," and to give HIS life..." HE gave us the example. HE ne-
ver asks us to do anything HE has not already done HIMSELF. Though HE was rich, HE 
left Heaven to come here, to become poor for us, to go down into the slums of Jeru-
salem, to endure Peter's smelly fishing village, and the heat and dust of the roads 
of Palestine. And there were other things HE endured that were worse - to be scorned, 
to be ignored. "0 Jerusalem, How I would have gathered thee as a hen gathereth her 
chickens, and ye would not!" Not only has the LORD JESUS given us a command to serve, 
HE gave us an example, which is a Way of Life! 

A superficial view of the Christian life makes everything colorful and 
beautiful, like looking through a stained glass window. The reward of this superfi-
cial way of life is equally superficial. Those who choose this shallow Iife got a 
shallow reward. What they want, they get. But the true way of the servant of GOD is 
not cagy. It is hard. But it is the only worthwhile Way. It is GOD'S Way! He who 
follows GOD'S Way has the promise, "Itr FATHER and I will come unto him and abide!" 

Whom shall we serve? 

Many people would like to be a servant, if they would be a servant to an mi-
portent person - like being the chief butler to the King of England! But suppose the 
King is away. One could still serve the Royal Family. Our Heavenly KING is away; it 
is impossible to servo HIM directly. But HE says we can serve HIM by serving HIS 
family, as HE is in them. 

HE sends us the most extraordinary and often impossible people! But they 
are HIS family. When HE became Incarnate', HE took the whole of humanity - all of it. 
If HE bad excluded some part of it, it might have been me. The LORD JESUS ran into 
those "impossible" people too. There are a variety of types: 

1. People who doubt our willingness to help. They use an irksome approach! 
"I'm too small for you to bother with." "No one as busy as you could help." These 
people think they don't count. They are used to being turned down. As the man said 
to the LORD, "If THOU wilt, THOU canst make me whole." And JESUS, moved with compas..: 
sion said, "I will! Be thou clean!" 
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2. People who doubt our ability to help. They are aware of their noed, 

but thpy say, "It's not something you can help with." The father said to JESUS, "If 
YOU can do anything ..." But when told he must have faith, he changed his plea to 
"LORD, help THOU mine unboliefi" 

3. The ungrateful people. You have done your best. They feel or act as 
if they do not need you anymore. Aro you hurt? If so, ask yourself, "Wham was I 
serving? Did I do this act to get praise of men?" We tend to be hurt by ingratitudo. 
If I hurt, why? I am the servant of GOD. The LORD JESUS ran into ingratitude. Only 
one of the ten lepers returned to sr "Thank you". What happened to the nine ungrate-
ful lepers? Did thqy get their loprougy back? There is no mention that thqy did. 
In the stories of miracles related in pagan literature, the ungrateful were punished. 
Not so in the miraclos of JESUS! 

4. The "nasty" people; there are various and sundry varieties under this 
classification. 

GOD is consistent in HIS love for all HIS children. HE makes HIS sun 
to rise on the just and the unjust. GOD first loved us. While we wore yet sinners, 
HE made us HIS children by adoption. If we are sons of GOD, we must act Iiko sons. 
We must have the same character and consistency that HE has. In the LORD'S Incarna-
tion HE Identified HIMSELF with the grumpy, uncouth, suspicious, greedy, maligning 
humanity. HE is in this humanity, in each and every person. We wonderingly ask, 
"'Then did wo see THEE in prison, or hungry or naked?! And the LORD makes answer, 
"As yo have done it unto one of the least of these, MY brothers, yo have done it un-
to MEI" 

How shall we serve? The spirit in which wo sorve is most important. This 
should be the same spirit as in JESUS - with humility before man and humility before 
GOD. 

1. Humility before man: Though HE was King of Kings yet HE walked the 
earth in genuine humility. HE was obedient to parents, to the government, to GOD. 
There was no dramatizing, no advortizing, no parading, no droning attention to HIM.. 
SELF. lt is so easy for us to fall into tho wrong kind of sorvice, drawing attention 
to ourselves. It sours our service. (We are like the Master of Ceromonies at a 
Solemn Mass who focussed all attention on himself, making the pontificating Bishop 
quito insignificant.) JESUS never sought to attract attention; attention was given 
to HIM. He said, Whosoever is hurtle as a little child is great in the Kingdom of 
GOD". What did HE mean by this? Children are not humble. In 1st Century Palestine, 
children held a very inferior position - children were "seen, not heard". In the 
story of the Prodigal Son, JESUS put in the startling idea of the father going to 
moot his son. This was not according to custom. But it was put into the story to 
omphasize the great longing love of the Heavenly FATHER for HIS errant child. "Hum.: 
ble as a child" means "as insignificant as a child," that is, our service before mon 
should be of the kind that does not demand attention, service takon for granted, that 
lets somo one else get the credit. 

2. Our service must be humble before GOD. 
(a)We can not earn GOD'S approval. We can not give GID anything ex-

tra because all that we have bolongs to GOD. We can nevor put GOD in our debt. The 
Pharisees were meticulously good roligious people, but thoy harmed themselves by 
thinking they were giving GOD something extra. We can not win GOD'S favor by works. 

(b)GOD works in and through us. "I am tho VIBE, ye are tho branches." 
T4ithout ME, ye can do nothing". The will to do and accomplish loving acts, we must 
realize is GOD working in :rd through us. '40 can allE do things through BIS grace. 
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we do not have to do things on our awn. 
It is so easy to fall into the trap of making our religion a "rat race" of 

doing things. We do not need to strain and struggle, Humility before GOD is peaceful. 
GOD loves us, and HE loves all HIS family. We servo HIM bocauso we love HIM and wish 
to be channels of HIS love and grace. 

When shall we serve? The need to serve is when GOD chooses. The when is 
important.. St. John emphasizes that JESUS obeyed GOD, and did things when Gbirt...old 
him to. Once he quotes JESUS as saying, "Mine hour is not yet come" and again, "The 
hour is come." We, too must be ready to do things when GOD chooses. 

1. GM chooses the time. Sometimes HE says, "This is too soon. Wait a 
while." 

2. GOD sometimes says, "Now!" We are sometimes so busy with plans for to-
morrow, that we want to put off the task of today until later. Sometimes when we 
are so very rushed and tired, and we have "just about had it" for tho day, GODirande 
us "that person" who needs help. It is well to recall how tired JESUS was when HE 
sat by Jacob's well and along came "that woman!" When GOD says "Now! This is the 
time we must act, and try to do our best. Weary St. Peter said, "We have toiled 
all night." JESUS said, "Let down the not again!" If GOD gives us a task, HE will 
also give HIS grace, and strength and wisdom to do it. HIS time-table is better than 
ours• 

3. Ve know not the hour of HIS coming, when we must give account of our 
stewardship. We must over watch, Blessed is that servant, whom his LORD, when HE 
comoth, shall find faithful to HIS given tasks. For it is not just our task, but 
HIS. We servo in HIS spirit, wham HE asks us to serve, and when HE asks us to serve. 
"Therefore, be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye thinkir7t, the SON of Man 
comoth!" 

REPORT FOR NATIONAL CONFF2ENCE ANNUAL MEETING 
DEKOVEN FOUNDATION 1966 

At the time of our conference last year we had just begun our academic 
year with two candidates in training at Seabury-westorn Seminary, one at C.D. S.P. 
in Berkeley, California and one candidate in residence at The Central House for final 
preparation, Lot us follow those candidates through this past year. 

Helen Chadwick who came for six months of final preparation was Ordered deaconess on 
April 27th, and began work as Director of Christian Education at Christ Church, Aus-
tin, Minnesota on the first of May. 

Margaret Jackson and Marilyn Snodgrass were graduated from Seabury-Western Seminary 
in May of this year. Margaret Jackson was ordered deaconess on October 1st in St. 
Ansgarius Chapel at the Cathedral of St. John the Divino. She is working in the 
Ecumenical Office at the Episcopal Church Center and is well qualified for her work 
having been a newspaper reporter and editor before becoming a deaconess candidate. 

Marilyn Snodgrass wished to have some experience in Social work and she is at present 
working in the Welfare Department in the City of Chicago with mental patients recent-
ly discharged from hospitals - helping them to adjust to living in a complicated 
world. 
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Esther Davis had a successful summer training period at the Church Hone for the aged 
in Alhambra, California and has begun her third year of study at C.D.S.P. 

Two now candidates came to us this fall. They are both young, and with excellent 
backgrounds. Alice Ballard is from Dallas, Texas and was a pharmacist at the Metho-
dist Hospital in Dallas. Noel Knelange comes from San Diego and was graduated from 
college in June of this year. Both will be with us for the Retreat. 

So 1966 gave us two new deaconesses and four candidates - - - but does this satisfy 
us? Is this enough for the work that must be done for Cur Lord and His Church? Each 
one of us should ask - What have I done to commend this Vocation - which holds so 
much joy - and possibility for service for our Lord - to a young woman? Recruiting 
is the responsibility of each one of us, and it begins where we all can begin whether 
we are retired - house bound or very active and busy deaconesses - on our knees. It 
is true that if we start there we may be driven from our knees to do something about 
it, because as Dr. Terkes said "after all Prayer is a Promise - a promise that we will 
do our part to make effectual that for which we are praying. None of us should be too 
busy - or too tired - or too concerned with our particular work - to offer at least 
one special intention each week - or one day of special prayer for the making known 
of this Vocation to some young woman, perhaps unknown to us, but whom God is waiting 
to have answer His Call. 

This year we are changing our plan of instruction and permitting the candidates to 
live at the Seminary, thus eliminating dual responsibilities and conflicting loyalties. 
They have had a week of deaconess orientation before beginning their studies at the 
seminary. They will have special times at The Central House during the two years and 
will have a period of final preparation after graduation. 

We all know we are living in a new era, differing radically even from the time when 
the Central House was opened in 1953. The whole concept of training fcr women Church 
workers has changed. Windham House and St. Margaret's have closed their training 
centers since Seminaries are now open to women, and we too, are caught up in this 
changing pattern. It is inevitable. We pray that we can hold fast to that which is 
good in our plan of training, but be ready to accept the changes that must cone in a 
new age, which has advanced with such speed. Conditions and methods change overnight. 
Words and thoughts have new meaning and these new thoughts are constantly being thrust 
at us. Our deaconess candidates must be, and are being prepared to meet this now 
world into which they will go - and they are being trained with the men who will be 
the future leaders of the Church, understanding and knowing each other and the pro-
blems they will face so that they will be able to work together for God, His Church 
and His people. 

Among the deaconesses there have been changes during the past year. Since our meet-
ing last October, four deaconesses have entered Life Eternal. 

Jane George died on December 29, 1965 
Ethel Percy 	January 25, 1966 
Jeanette Marling 	May 7, 1966 
Anna Macdonald 	July 16, 1966 

May their rest be this day in peace, 
And their dwelling place in the Paradise of God. 

Two deaconesses have changed positions: 

Phyllis Edwards is now headmistress of the San Francisco 
Episcopal Day School 
Celia Brown is teaching at Grace Chapel School, 
Jacksonville, Florida 
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Pauline Watts Elliott, who married soon after her retirement has written she has be-
come a member of the Congregational Church to which her husband belongs. While shc 
will no longer be a member of the Order of Deaconesses, she will always be held in 
our thoughts with affection. 

Deaconesses are not people who talk about themselves. We must learn of what they have 
done through other people. A great honor has been bestowed upon one of our deacon-
esses and She is one who greatly deserves it. We would never have heard of it from 
her lips, but we have learned that Deaconess Lillian Crow, has just been voted "THE 
OAK CUFF WOMAN OF THE MONTH" for October. Since Oak Cliff is a Dallas suburb of 
300,000 people, it is quite an outstanding honor and we are proud of the life and 
work of Lillian Crow which has led the people of that community to so honor her. We 
honor her too, and are grateful to the source who made this known to us. Incidently 
one of our new candidates, Alice Ballard is from Christ Church, Dallas, and Alice has 
said that she knows sub-consciously she has been inspired to become a deaconess be-
cause of the life of Lillian Crow. 

The Board of Trustees of The Central House will be holding its annual mooting on No-
vember 11th. Keep this date in mind, and in your prayers as we plan for the future 
of the House. 

In speaking of the House, let me urge you to use it as much as possible. One of the 
purposes for which it was established was that it should be a place for rest for the 
deaconesses in the field. We want to keep this purpose alive and over before you. 
it is always a joy to have the deaconesses at the house for a visit. Please know 
you are always welcome. It is your Homo - Come home sometime! 

My final request is for your continued prayers. We don't have much wealth - we are 
not a large Order or organization, but we do have great wealth in faith and prayer. 
There are decisions that must be made. Pray that we may be guided to do what is 
right according to God's kill for the Order and for The Central House, and let us 
remember that our own lives, our attitudes - and work speak stronger for the future 
of the Order and commend it to the Church and to young women seeking their Vocation, 
than any speach we can make or article we can write. 

Let us continue to pray: 

Remember, 0 Lord, what thou hast wrought in us, and not what we deserve and as thou 
hast called us to thy service, make us worthy of our &ling, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, Amen. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Edith A. Booth 
Deaconess-in-charge 
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM 

September 14: 
11:00 A. M. - Meeting of the Executive Committee 
3:00 P. M. and 7:30 P.M. - Special Meeting of National Conference of 

Deaconess (Report on Survey) 

September 15: 
9:30 A. M. to 3:00 P. M. - Triennial Meeting, National Conference of 

Deaconesses 
6:30 P. M. - Triennial Dinner, St. Peter's Church; speaker, the Rt. Rev. 

George R. Selway, Bishop of Northern Michigan 

September 16: 
8:45 A. M. - Corporate Communion and Breakfast, St. Peter's Church 
9:30 A. M. - Meditation, conducted by Fr. Nakayama, St. Peter's Church 

******************* 

The next meeting of the National Conference of Deaconesses will be held at DeKoven 
Foundation, Racine, Wisconsin, October 22-25, 1968 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Dear Deaconesses: 

The joys and memories of our 1967 Triennial Meeting will remain with us for 
a long time. It was wonderful having twenty-four of our members gather in Seattle 
from the various parts of the States. The blessings of renewed friendships and the 
opportunity to meet some of our newer Deaconesses were a vital part of our full 
schedule. 

Reports of the meetings and special events appear elsewhere, and we are 
grateful to Deaconess Margaret Jackson for serving as our capable Editor. 

Our special thanks to St. Peter's Church and to the Young Women's Christian 
Association for all that they did to make our stay enjoyable. 

We are indeed grateful to Bishop Selway and to Mrs. Rodenmaver for taking 
time to be with us, and for helping us to adjust to these times of change. Perhaps 
we might find this prayer useful: 

"0 God, Who has set us in a changing and perplexing age, grant us the courage 
to re-examine the ministry of the Church, that all of us may share more fully in 
responsibility and service. May we, strengthened by Thy Holy Spirit, continue to 
minister to a needy world around us." 

My heartfelt thanks to each and every one of you for your prayers and your 
wonderful cooperation, but especially to Deaconesses Edith Booth and Amelia 
Brereton. They have done much for all of us during their time at The Central 
House. May God bless them in their well-earned retirement, and may He guide 
Deaconesses Frances Zielinski and Wenonah McGhee as they assume their new 
work. 

Let us begin to plan now to attend our meeting and Retreat at DeKoven 
Foundation, Racine, Wisconsin, October 22-25, 1968. 

Faithfully yours in Our Lord, 

Agnes R. Bradley, Deaconess 

******************* 

ACTION OF GENERAL CONVENTION 

The memorial adopted by the National Conference of Deaconesses (reproduced 
elsewhere in this report) requesting a Joint Commission on Deaconesses and a survey 
by the Division of Christian Ministries, was not adopted by the General Convention. 
Instead, the memorial was referred to the newly created Board for Theological 
Education. The $100 contribution from each active deaconess, requested at the 
Triennial Meeting, will not be needed for this purpose. 



MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, SEPTEMBER 14, 1967 

The meeting was called to order by Deaconess Agnes Bradley, with prayer 
by Deaconess Booth. 

Eight deaconesses were present; Bradley, Truesdell, Booth, Englebert, 
Campbell, Zielinski, Dieterly and Brown. 

I. We are to have a better explanation of the Fund of $2,320.57. A report 
is to be made at the Conference for Deaconesses by Deaconess Seymour. Deaconess 
Booth has a letter of explanation from Deaconess Johnson. 

IL A Special Committee of the "Survey was appointed. Deaconess Zielinski 
is chairman. She made a short report and will discuss the above "Survey" at the 
special meeting. Mrs. Robert Rodenmayer will discuss this more fully this evening 
to all the deaconesses. 

III. As discussed at Annual Meeting October 12, 1966, final vote on the Seal 
is to be September 15, 1967. 

Rental for room, $31.35. It was moved and seconded to pay this expense. 

We voted to give $25.00 each to Bishop Selway, our dinner speaker, and to 
Father Nakayama, as our Chaplain. 

We will write a "thank you" note to the Women of St. Peter's Mission for 
their hospitality to us. Also see if they have a need. 

The date for our meeting at the DeKoven Foundation for next year, October 
22-25, 1908, has been decided by the Executive Committee. 

Closing prayer by Deaconess Truesdell. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Deaconess Marian Brown, Secretary 

******************* 

A NOTE OF THANKS 

To Deaconess Edith Booth and Deaconess Amelia Brereton, whose life and 
work for the Order have helped to bring many women to the vocation of a deacon-
ess, and shape their years of training to aptness for His service; whose labors 
have extended beyond the bounds of The Central House to go out and speak for the 
Order, and communicate with many people; whose aims were to show by example 
how the busy deaconess can reflect the unhurried repose and calm of the Master; 
are given the appreciation of a grateful Order, and deep affection. 
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MEETING Or THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 
SEPTEMBER 15, 1967 

Deaconesses Present ------------ 

Booth, Edith A. 
Bradley, Agnes R. 
Brereton, Amelia 
Brown, Marian 
Campbell, Frances H. 
Crow, Lillian W. 
Dawson, Mary E. S. 
Dietz, Edna McN. 
Dieterly, Hilda 
Edwards, Phyllis 
Englebert, Stella 
Hall, Gladys 

Hunting, Doris 
Jackson, Margaret 
McGhee, Wenonah B. 
Orwig, Clara 
Parsons, Ruth M. 
Putnam, Katharine 
Robinson, Olive M. 
Seymour, Evelyn 
Sherman, Ann 
Swinburne, Sarah F. 
Truesdell, Mary P. 
Zielinski, Frances G. 

Secretaa's Report 

The Triennial Meeting of the National Conference of Deaconesses was called 
to order by Deaconess Bradley on September 15, 1967. Opening prayer by Deaconess 
Campbell. Twenty-four deaconesses were present. 

The minutes of the last Triennial Meeting were accepted as read, with no 
corrections or objections. The treasurer's report, presented by Deaconess Zielinski, 
was accepted. 

Deaconess Booth presented a book, The Deaconess, and gave her report as 
Deaconess-in-Charge, Central House. 

A report was given by Deaconess Brereton on the Deaconess Book of_ 
Devotions, a revised book of devotions. It is a small, looseleaf book containing 
prayers old and new, with blank pages for personal additions, and is designed for 
personal use for private devotions as well as public devotionals. Copies are 
available, price to be announced. 

Deaconess Hunting presented a proposed Deaconess seal, such as is used 
on papers of a corporation. The question of adopting this seal was discussed and 
tabled. A committee is to be appointed to bring us more information on a seal. 

Deaconess Seymour gave an explanation of the Special Account of $2,320.57. 
This sum was received by St. Faith's School, which was reopened for a short time. 
This sum belongs to the National Conference of Deaconesses to be used for something 
special. 



Deaconess Margaret Jackson was asked to serve as editor of the Triennial 
Report of the National Conference of Deaconesses. Material is to be in by October 
15, 1967. 

Deaconesses Bradley, Searle and Jackson have attended meetings of repre- 
sentatives of deaconesses of various denominations, in preparation for an Ecumenical 
North American Deaconess Conference, to be held August 19-22, 1968, at DeKoven 
Foundation, as reported by Deaconess Jackson. We voted to send three delegates to 
this conference-- Deaconesses Zielinski, Bradley and Jackson. Deaconess Jackson was 
asked to ohtain and report information concerning the possibility of our membership 
in "Diakonia," the international group of deaconesses of all denominations. 

Deaconess Zielinski presented a report on a proposed memorial to be sent to 
the General Convention from the National Conference of Deaconesses. The memorial 
asked for appointment of a Joint Commission, with a staff member of the Division of 
Christian Ministries assigned to it, to study and advise us as to the role of the 
deaconess in her ministry of service in the Church today, and provided for a con-
tribution of $5, 000 from the deaconesses toward the necessary expenses of such 
Joint Commission. A motion to send this memorial was moved, seconded and carried. 
Deaconess Edwards moved that the $5, 000 be made up by free gifts, plus monies in 
the New York Special Fund, proposing that each active deaconess give $100 by the end 
of the year, and each retired deaconess $50, or whatever she can give. This motion 
was seconded and carried. 

Deaconess Campbell presented the report of the Nominating Committee. 
Deaconesses Booth, Dietz, Edwards and Sherman were elected to serve on the 
Executive Committee. 

It was suggested that there be more deaconesses on the Board of Trustees of 
Central House, with one to be added each year. This was moved, seconded and 
carried. Deaconess Esther Davis was elected to the Board. 

Deaconess McGhee presented the report of the Bylaws Committee. After dis-
cussion and amendment, several changes were adopted. 

We are to give a gift of $25.00 to Bishop Selway and Father Nakayama, and also 
to write a note to the women of St. Peter's Mission and find out what is needed. 

The dates for the next Conference and Retreat at DeKoven Foundation, Racine, 
Wisconsin, were set for October 22-25, 1968. 

The meeting was closed with prayer by Deaconess Brown. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Marian Brown, Deaconess 
Secretary 



REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
November 10, 1966 - August 23, 1967 

Balance on Hand 11/10/66 

Receipts: 
Gifts 

Travel Fund 	 $150.00 
General Expense Fund 	30.00 
Publicity & Promotion Fund 	30.00 
Central House Fund 	 45.00 
Emergency Fund 	 10.00 
Hospitality Fund 	 95.00 
Contingency Fund 	 75.00  

Total Funds 	 $435.00 
Unallocated 	 675.00  

Total Gifts 11/10/66-8/23/67 
Triennial Offerings: 

Allocated: 
National Conference $15.00 
Retiring Fund 	5.00 20.00 

Unallocated 	 127.50 
Total Triennial Offerings 

11/10/66-8/23/67 
Dues 
Interest on Savings Accounts: 

The Bank of Savings 	 56.93 
Zanesville Bank 	 39.01 
Michigan Bank 	 50.72  

Total Interest Income 11/10/66- 
8/23/67 

Unallocated Cash - Prior to 11/10/66 
Total Receipts 11/10/66-8/23/67 

nichirreearneantc. 

N. Y. trip - Deaconess Zielinski 
Total Disbursements 11/10/66-8/23/67 

Balance on Hand 8/23/67 

$ 4,482.52 

$1,110.00 

147.50 

2.00 

146.66 
113.00 

1,519.16 
$ 	6,001.68 

63.00 
63.00 

$ 5,938.68 

Recap: 
The Bank of Savings 	 $ 2,320.57 
Michigan Bank 	 116.05 
Funds in Transit - Bank Money Order #M 242541 	 3,492.06 
Cash on Hand 	 10.00 

$ 5,938.68 

Respectfully submitted, 
Frances Zielinski, Deaconess 
Treasurer 
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REPORT OF DEACONESS-IN-CHARGE, CENTRAL HOUSE 

The years of this Triennial have been years of unrest tuid change both in the 
world and in the Church. We, as deaconesses, have been caught up in it and forced 
to examine our own principles and beliefs and consider where we fit into this social 
struggle and structure. It has made us take a long, hard look at the Office to which 
we have been ordained, and try to learn God's Will for us in this present society 
and how our Office can function more effectively for Him, His Church and His people. 
These things we must face or we will find ourselves hampered by horse and buggy 
policies and methods in a jet age. 

From the day of its founding, with the appointment of the first deaconess, 
the Order of Deaconesses has never failed to be ready and able to move into each 
century with all its needs and problems, and we will do so again in this age because 
our purpose is ever the same DIAKONIA! 

In 1953 after much prayer and hard work on the part of the National Conference 
and the Advisory Commission on Deaconesses, The Central House was established 
in Sycamore, Illinois, for the purpose of training women for the Office of Deaconess; 
to serve as Headquarters for the Order, for the promotion of its work, and for a 
place to which deaconesses might come for rest and refreshment. This three-fold 
purpose is ever at the heart of all the planning and work of The Board of Trustees 
and of the Deaconesses-in-charge. Evidence that this purpose has been carried out 
is shown by the far-reaching influence of The Central House now that it is an 
established institution and known throughout the Church. This realization comes 
to us in many ways--one, that of the sixteen women ordered deaconess during the 
past fourteen years, only two or three knew deaconesses personally before coming 
to The Central House. For many it was their rectors who suggested this Vocation 
to them, or who wrote first for information. A Bishop telephoned long distance from 
a western Diocese to ask advice about accepting a candidate, and many Bishops have 
written for directions and suggestions as it was the first candidate they had had. A 
few weeks ago a letter was received from a priest in Kansas who while visiting in 
Mexico talked with a young Mexican woman, Director of Christian Education, who 
said she would like to be a deaconess and he wrote to The Central House so we could 
have contact with her and advise her. These examples show that while there is much 
more that we hope to do, the seed that was sown in 1953 when The Central House was 
established is now bearing fruit. 

As I have just reported, during the past fourteen years, sixteen deaconesses 
have been ordained to this Office. There has been some criticism that this isn't much 
of a record, and there has been the inclination to place the blame for this small number 
on lack of support by the National Church and lack of publicity by the Church. But 
before we place the blame on others, we should take a very close look at ourselves. 
We are the only ones who really know the joy of this ministry, for it is our life, our 



very being. We should ask ourselves, "What have I done to promote this Vocation 
by the example of my life of dedication, and the deep conviction that this is a glorious 
and wonderful Vocation filled with joy and adventure for our Lord?" We should ask 
ourselves, "How many of the sixteen who were ordained did I bring into the Order?" 
We, by our lives and our works, are the most powerful promotion we have but not 
until we, each one of us, is convinced of the rightness, the power, and the importance 
of our Order, not with any sense of status, position or authority, but just with the 
sense of service for our Lord, will we be able to enthuse other women with the desire 
to serve in this way. 

Since our last Triennial meeting four women have been ordered Deaconess: 
Helen Chadwick, Margaret Jackson, Esther Davis and Marilyn Snodgrass. Helen 
Chadwick is Director of Christian Education at Christ Episcopal Church, Austin, 
Minn. Margaret Jackson is in the Ecumenical Office at the Church Headquarters. 
Esther Davis is Assistant to the Rector of All Souls' Episcopal Church in Berkeley, 
California, and Marilyn Snodgrass, our newest deaconess, has been called by Bishop 
Gordon of Alaska to have charge of the mission at Venetie, Alaska. In addition to 
her work in the village of 125 souls she will be consultant in Christian Education in 
seven parishes and missions in that part of the Yukon. She went to her new work 
filled with joyous excitement. 

On St. Thomas' Day, 1967, Madeleine Brault of Tucson, Arizona, will be ordered 
Deaconess by Bishop Harte. Madeleine was trained in the Church of England Training 
School for Deaconesses in Toronto, Canada. She is Director of Christian Education 
at Grace Church, Tucson, and will continue in that position. 

This fall three deaconess candidates will be studying at Seabury- Western 
Seminary. Alice Ballard of the Diocese of Dallas and Noel Knelange, Diocese of 
Los Angeles, will be in their second year of study in the M. A. program, and Mrs. 
Catharine Welton of the Diocese of Montana will begin her first year of study in the 
same program. Two women in the Diocese of South Florida are in the process of 
becoming candidates. 

We have made many talks in the Chicago area during the past three years, and 
Deaconess Brereton met with the Methodist Deaconesses during their conference at 
Scarritt College in Nashville. 

Much literature has been sent out, both to individuals and to groups who were 
studying about Vocations in the Church. Many letters are written to Inquirers, many 
of them still in High School, who are seeking to learn God's Will for them. Perhaps 
some day, after college, they will find their Vocation in the Office of Deaconess. 

In July we were able to experience to the full one of the purposes of the Central 
House in the three-week Deaconess Preparation Conference for one of our new 
deaconesses, Esther Davis, and our candidate, Madeleine Brault. The personalities 
of these two women made it an especially delightful and exciting time. We were able 



to bring into the House for conference and fellowship deaconesses from the Chicago 
area, and also Deaconess Bradley was able to visit for a short time with us. We also 
had two deaconesses from Hong Kong, one a Chinese deaconess who is the Vicar of 
a church in Hong Kong, and an English deaconess. There was also an opportunity to 
meet with a Methodist and a Lutheran deaconess, and from all we learned much, both 
about their work and their problems, and we found that we have the same problems, 
the same hopes and the same ideals. There also was an opportunity for our ''trainees" 
to visit the Urban Center in Chicago and visit some of the various institutions which 
are doing outstanding work in this area. They also had an opportunity to learn about 
our own great tradition and history, and something about the great deaconess person-
alities, both past and present. The conference ended with a Retreat conducted by 
Deaconess Truesdell. 

We were disappointed that the response to the Post Ordination Conference did 
not permit us to follow this through this year, but hope it can be resumed at a later 
date. It was heartening to learn that some of the deaconesses would really welcome 
such an opportunity, and we too feel it is one way to keep ourselves alert to the 
present trends in the Church and in our own personal service. 

During the Triennial twelve deaconesses have died. All served for many years. 
Charlotte Boyd 
Anne Waite Lovell 
Gertrude Stewart 
Elizabeth Newbold 

died January 17, 1965 
" 	March 16, 1965 

March 11, 1965 
March 30, 1965 

ordained May 6, 1901 
" 	May 28, 1908 
" 	March 25, 1908 
" 	Sept. 29, 	1915 

Elizabeth Reed Trask " April L, 	1965 " May 16, 1929 
Lucile M. Bickford April 2, 1965 " May 19, 1916 
Jane F. George December 29,1965 " Nov. 27, 1902 
Ethel Percy January 25,1966 ' Nov. 8, 	1914 
Jeannette E. Marling May 7, 1966 " June 3, 	1915 
Anna M. MacDonald July 16, 	1966 " June 4, 	1917 
Margaret Routledge "' February 8, 1967 " Nov. 24, 1904 
Sophi Petterson " June 6, 1967 " Dec. 31, 1905 

Also, two very faithful friends of The Central House since its establishment in 
1953. Mrs. R. S. Brookings of Washington died on April 7, 1965, and Miss Julia Capen 
of Pleasantville, N. Y. died on July 29, 1967. 

The words sent to me by a friend of Miss Capen when she wrote me of her death 
apply so well to these deaconesses. She wrote, "Death was but the wider opening of 
the door that had been opening more and more through all her life." 

God grant them joy and peace in His nearer presence, and may they go from 
strength to strength in the life of perfect service in His Heavenly Kingdom. How I wish 
we had time to go into the lives of these great women who served so faithfully and so 
long for Our Lord and His Church. 



As you know, Deaconess Brereton and I have planned for our retirement this 
year. Physical limitations do not permit me to continue and do justice to the work 
of The Central House with all its responsibilities, expanding programs and untold 
opportunities. We felt the time had come for us to pass this responsibility on to 
others. Deaconess Frances Zielinski, formerly of St. Martha's, Detroit, has 
accepted the call to this Office and will become the Deaconess-in-charge in De-
cember when I leave. Deaconess Wenonah McGhee, also of Detroit, will become 
her Associate on January 1st. 

Deaconess Zielinski arrived at The Central House on August 21st and while 
her duties did not begin until September 1st, she soon became involved in the 
activities of the House, indicating that under her leadership the program of the 
House will move forward with alacrity and enthusiasm. Deaconess Zielinski and 
Deaconess McGhee are a well-balanced team and I know you will give them your 
support in the responsibilities they are willing to undertake for us and our beloved 
Order. Deaconess Zielinski's mother is also living at The Central House with her. 
You will enjoy knowing her. She is a warm, friendly person. 

This will be my last report to you as The Deaconess-in-charge. It seems a 
long time since I made my first Triennial report at an adjourned meeting in Sycamore 
because the Convention that year had been held in Honolulu. Deaconess Brereton and 
I rejoice that we were given the opportunity of helping to establish the Central House. 
There have been disappointments and discouragements, but to balance these there 
have been great and everlasting joys in the lives of those who have come under our 
care during the days of training. We have had struggles with many of you, but we 
love you all dearly and we will always hold you, and all the deaconesses, in our love 
and prayers. 

I cannot close this report without expressing to The Board of Trustees of The 
Central House our deepest appreciation for their encouragement and support, and 
especially to Bishop Street, who has been a source of strength to us, and to all of 
you for your encouragement and support. 

Deaconess Brereton joins me, as my co-worker in all these things. She is 
already in residence at our little retirement house with the three animals, and where 
in the little Oratory each day we will remember you and all you are doing in our 
prayers. 

To our successors, we pray for God's Blessing on all you undertake in His 
name for us and The Order of Deaconesses, and may your lives there be as happy as 
ours have been. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Edith A. Booth 
Deaconess-in-charge 
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MEMORIAL FROM THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 
TO GENERAL CONVENTION 

WHEREAS, the office of deaconess is an ancient and honourable tradition in the 
Christian Church, dating from St. Paul's reference to the deaconess Phoebe in Romans 
16:1-2, and 

WHEREAS, the modern deaconesses of the Episcopal Church, whose office was 
established by canon law in 1889, have for seventy-eight years fulfilled an active and 
vital ministry in the Church, and are deeply desirous, with the aid of the Holy Spirit, 
to continue this ministry, and 

WHEREAS, the National Conference of Deaconesses recognizes that a critical 
situation for the future of deaconesses now exists, in that in 1958 there were 96 
deaconesses and at the present time there are 67, 34 of whom are active, despite 
the fact that since 1960, 14 new deaconesses have been added to date, and 

WHEREAS, in view of this situation, a committee of nine deaconesses was 
appointed on October 12, 1966, by the Chairman of the National Conference of 
Deaconesses, to survey the deaconesses and submit any suggestions necessary to 
the Special Committee of the House of Bishops on Deaconesses, and 

WHEREAS, this committee has conducted a survey of deaconesses, and has 
incorporated the replies and recommendations in its report, copies of which are 
available, and 

WHEREAS, the findings of this survey indicate a need for clarification of the 
role of the deaconess in the Episcopal Church today, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the House of Deputies concurring, that 
a Joint Commission of three Bishops, three Presbyters, three Deaconesses and three 
Lay Persons be appointed, with a staff member of the Division of Christian Ministries 
assigned to it, to be charged with the task of studying and advising us as to the role of 
the deaconess in her ministry of service in the Church today, and be it further 

RESOLVED, the House of Deputies concurring, that this Joint Commission report 
to the Presiding Bishop not later than December 31, 1969, to the National Conference 
of Deaconesses, and to the next succeeding meeting of the General Convention, its 
findings and recommendations, and be it further 

RESOLVED, the House of Deputies concurring, that the necessary expenses of 
such Joint Commission in excess of $5, 000.00, which amount will be contributed by the 
deaconesses, be charged to the budget of the General Convention, and that the sum of 
$5, 000.00 be included in the budget of the General Convention for such purpose. 
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REPORT OF THE SURVEY COMMITTEE 

At our annual conference last fall, a committee was appointed to consider and 
study the problems of the deaconesses. To begin the study, an initial survey was 
made of concerned individuals, asking for their comments and questions. What did 
they envision for our future? 

A questionnaire was summarized by members of the committee from our initial 
survey and sent to all the deaconesses. Twenty-seven were answered and returned. 

The replies are thoughtful and represent hours of prayerful labor and con-
sideration. This effort will help us all to grow into a more valuable ministry in the 
Church. The answers will aid us in our promotion, in our seeking new expressions 
of vocation, and help us to develop into a more efficient whole. These are just a few 
of the gains to be reaped from the answers. 

The following contains a summary of the answers to the questionnaire—base 
to begin working from--not an end in itself. 

Vocation: 

Ql. How would you define the Vocation of Deaconess? 

"A desire to offer one's life in service to the Master through an official 
ministry of the Church." 
*** 

"The Vocation of Deaconess is the Call to spend one's life in constant service 
to--and for God--to truly be His servant--on call by Him at all times." 
*** 

"The ideal could be expressed as 'the practice of prayer translated into 
prayer in practice..." 
*** 

'I don't think there is such a thing. A woman feels called to devote herself 
full-time to the 'Lord's work'—that is, to use her energy and ability in the 
field of religion. In PECUSA she has three choices- -DRE, Dss. , or nun. 
Her choice depends on her idea of where she can best serve. The Vocation 
or 'Calling' is to serve rather than to a specific position. (P. S. I forgot 
the Church Army. )" 
*** 

"A deaconess is an ordained woman, ordained to the one (and only) office 
for women in the Church (not eligible to the office of deacon or priest.) 
Her work is to assist the clergy." 
*** 

"One of the several fields open for women in Church work--one big difference 
being the ordination service when we are made deaconesses." 
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'As a definite 'Call'--it is not something one can be 'talked into.' I believe 
the vocation must be suggested to young people--they should be asked to 
prayerfully consider whether or not they believe God IS calling them." 
*** 

"A Deaconess is one who is totally involved in the work of God, to work in 
the finite world with an in-finite value system, doing and being what God 
wants her to do and be, to her best judgment." 

Proposed Suggestions for the Future: 

1. Quotes for usc in promotion material. 
2. Fresh concepts for our talks. 
:i. Discussion and educational material. 
4. Data for the future studies of the Deaconess. 

Q2. What difference do you think being a deaconess makes in the effectiveness of 
your ministry? 

"In all my contact with people--visiting or ministering in any need, they have 
felt strongly the strength of the Church coming to them. Not a personal visit 
by me--but the Church came in their time of need. The Church cared. . . 
Being a deaconess united me with the whole Church as I was never alone, no 
matter how isolated I was in my situation. If I had not been ordained Deaconess 
I would not have received the gift of the Holy Spirit--and this was necessary 
and important for the work I would do. It is just as important for the woman 
as for the Bishop or Priest in doing the same tasks." 
*** 

"I think being a deaconess helps me to remember the One for Whom I act in 
any capacity. I think being a deaconess gives one a sense of security in the 
authority one has; not in the intent of 'throwing one's weight around,' but 
rather in knowing that you represent something or Some One greater than 
yourself in all truth and honesty so far as one can, humanly speaking." 
*** 

"I believe that by the 'special grace' invested in me that I have that additional 
something that is required to take me through those special situations that God 
calls on me to undertake by reason that I am invested with this special grace." 
*** 

"A Deaconess in her garb stands for our Lord and His Church. People from all 
walks of life appeal to her when in need--spiritual or physical." 
*** 

"In my particular work...I think that my title and garb are assets, but I would 
never think of them as contributing to the effectiveness of my ministry. My 
training to become a deaconess made an invaluable contribution." 
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"It seems to me that it is a matter of approach and attitude on my own part. I 
try to perform my work and to live my life in accordance with my vocation, as 
defined above. I believe that, to the extent I succeed, with the help of the Holy 
Spirit, in doing so, my work is blessed with more effective results than it 
would have without this vocational emphasis. I also am aware that there are 
many dedicated women who are performing the work of the Church outside the 
Order of Deaconesses. I do not think it is for me to say that any one of these 
women is less effective than I am. I can only say that this vocation seems to be 
of help to me personally in my own efforts to serve the Church as best I can." 
*** 

"Ideally, it would make the difference between being given an official place in 
the Church or not. It should give a deaconess confidence through the sense of 
belonging and representing the Church, a source of strength; also, it means 
working under obedience to the clergy over us, making our work related rightly 
to the work of the Church; also an ordination would make for permanence, for 
it cannot be lightly laid aside." 
*** 

"The character of ordination can give one such a value system and purpose that 
lifts up any 'work' to the Glory of God, to work with persons as a person. 
Having this gift, we are expected to live up to it; not as a 'Linus blanket' gift 
but as a response to Godly or spiritual power potential." 
*** 

"The Deaconess is given a special gift of the Holy Spirit in her ordering service, 
the outward and visible sign being the Laying On of Hands by the Bishop, and the 
commissioning to a definite Office of Ministry. THE GIFT is real! It can be 
felt throughout one's ministry. It is often manifested in the quality of accom-
plished work. However, the Gift is not given in full bloom. It must be daily 
nurtured by prayer and Sacrament to bear the fruit the Giver designs!" 
*** 

"How would I know? That would be for co-workers who have had the work done 
by a deaconess and by a lay woman at intervals to judge which is more effective. 
And that probably would be blessed by the personality of the individual." 

Proposed Suggestions for the Future: 

Because of the great difference in thought, group discussion at our annual 
meetings might prove fruitful. 

Quotes for promotion and talks. 
Data for future studies of the Deaconesses. 

Q3. Do you encourage others to consider the vocation of Deaconess? 
Yes 	17 
Rarely 	3 
No 	 3 
No 

opportunity  4  
27 
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"I have few memories of trying to bring other women to the Order. My own life 
had to be my best argument for the person seeking a call. I loved the Orders() much 
that I probably failed to present it to others." 
**** 

"Yes, I would encourage others to consider this Vocation if they feel God's call and 
that it is His will for her. God doesn't call everyone indiscriminately, but if one 
feels the call they should respond. 
**** 

"No, at present I don't know what the Church would do with a lot of deaconesses, 
but there does not seem to be funds for many jobs. I, also, do not see that any 
work in the Church takes an ordained deaconess to do, specifically. I would not 
discourage anyone. I would try to help them face the reality of the situation of 
finding a job, if their Bishop hadn't promised one to them." 
**** 

Probably not enough. When talking to groups, I stress the deep joy and peace of 
serving the Master in a special way; also, the security of a retiring fund. I hesitate 
to urge persons because the Lord has mysterious ways of calling people to a special 
work." 
**** 

"I am highly enthusiastic for the vocation of the deaconess. I speak advisedly of it, 
being thoughtful of whom I'll encourage to enter the Order. If they don't sense only 
joy, new freedom, then the Order is not for them: as I translate it." 
**** 

"Not any longer. The Clergy show no signs of knowing what a deaconess is trained 
to do, nor of wanting her assistance in their work. Until the Clergy supports the 
Order, our position is precarious, ambivalent and often frustrating." 
**** 

"Most certainly I would encourage such consideration, to the extent of making in-
formation about the Order available to any interested person. I would also be happy 
to talk with any prospective candidate, but I would urge her to discuss it fully with 
her priest, and if possible with her Bishop, before reaching a decision to become a 
candidate. I think that when we get into the area of 'encouraging' any other human 
being to do anything, our role is to listen to the other person, and to provide specific 
information if we can. When we do this, we may be able to help the other person to 
see the choices more clearly and thus to reach her own decision, one way or the 
other. In other words, I would be glad to use these means to encourage another 
woman to consider the possibility of becoming a deaconess, but I would try to avoid 
influencing her decision directly." 
**** 

"Yes--but would be more effective when the next 'Lambeth' finally defines the place 
of our ministry in the Church. Are we order of clergy or order of laity? Perhaps 
even our Convention should state this, now." 

Proposed Suggestions for the Future:  

I. A basis for planned strategy for all deaconesses in en couraging Vocation. 
2. Data for future studies. 
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Employment: 

Ql. What areas of service have you been involved in in your ministry? (Be explicit 
as possible). 

Parish: Work among women 
Conducting services (Burials, etc.) 
Christian Education 
Calling 
Altar Guild 
V. B. S. 
Counseling 
Administrative 

Institutional: 
Developing new homes for unmarried mothers, teen-agers, and children 
Settlement House direction 
House mother 
Teacher 

Missionary; 
Southwestern Virginia 
Texas 
Wyoming 
Arizona 
Nevada 
Overseas 

"Involved in just about all human problems that it is possible to get into"— 
sums it up rather well! 

Proposed Suggestions for the Future: 

I. Educational to the Church as a whole to show where and how it is possible to 
"use" the deaconess. 

2. Areas of appeal to young women already employed in these areas. 

Q2. What new opportunities is the Church developing in which deaconesses can serve? 

"Opportunities for service are as vast and wide as human need; and as far as 
the work of the Church takes us for the Master. And really, the only 'newness' 
about these opportunities are the names attached...With the glaring exception 
of the words LOVE OF GOD. No matter what our skills, our abilities, our 
response to the 'needs of mankind,' the deaconess must never forget Whom she 
serves first. Our service of ministry to mankind is really a sacrament as it is 
merely the outward and visible sign of deeper service." 
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"I cannot answer this question for I know little or nothing of the Church developing 
opportunities for Church Women--but I do believe a deaconess can serve anywhere 
in the Church if she has education and training and a true vocation." 
**** 

"Parochial Schools. Retirement Homes." 
**** 

"As the Church develops missions, certainly new opportunities are being developed 
wherein a deaconess, with her vocation, should be invaluable. But, the bishops and 
the seminaries, the priests and parishes are totally ignorant of this." 
**** 

"None that I know of. The Church may be developing many new areas of activity 
but I don't think it gives our Order a thought. It might have been wise for us to 
have specialized in some particular work. I hear that the Lutheran Deaconesses 
are going strong--they have specialized in nursing." 
**** 

"I would suggest a thorough study of the May, 1966 report of the Division of Christian 
Ministries of the Executive Council, entitled 'Study on Training and Employment of 
Women in the Episcopal Church.' It is my feeling that this study reveals a wide 
variety of opportunities for deaconesses to serve the Church in ways in which a need 
obviously exists. This study indicates present employment of women in church or 
church-related positions as follows: 

"In the field of women in professional positions in church-related institutions, 277 
such institutions were queried; 130 replied; these 130 institutions reported that they 
employed 3, 311 women in professional capacities, of whom 374 were Episcopalians. 
They indicated that they would give preference to highly qualified Episcopalians in 
filling vacancies. By far the majority of women employed in these institutions pro-
fessionally are trained or practical nurses. Next numerically are technicians, 
followed by social workers. Other areas are in administration, dietetics, therapy, 
field workers, teaching, child care, librarians, and house mothers. Only a small 
number of women are serving as doctors, dentists, pharmacists, psychologists and 
counselors. These institutions include categories of youth, old age, counseling 
services, hospitals, convalescent homes, settlements and community centers, 
maternity care, and miscellaneous. 

"In the field of Christian Education, some 525 women are now employed as parish 
directors, diocesan staff members, field workers, college workers, officers of 
Executive Council and of interdenominational agencies, school administrators and 
faculty, assistants to institutional chaplains, and religious editors. 

The field of parish worker does not appear to be a promising one at the present 
time. The study sent questionnaires to 1, 400 parishes with membership of 400 or 
m ore, and 909 questionnaires were returned. Only 105 of these parishes employed 
women in professional positions, full or part time. Chief reasons for not employing 
women were given as lack of funds, lack of an appropriate program, and preference 
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for a staff of clergy or laymen. Those parishes which indicated that they 
were seeking professional women workers wanted them primarily as Direc- 
tors of Christian Education. A very few openings were shown for college 
workers, community workers, and parochial school teachers." 
**** 

"The Church is moving rapidly into sociological areas which should provide 
work where a properly trained deaconess can serve; counseling and edu- 
cational work with (a) families, (b) retirees, (c) emotionally disturbed, 
(d) delinquent youth. I would stress the point that those going into this area 
must have adequate training, but I also feel there are young women already 
trained and working in this area who might be attracted to the deeper 
dedication to service. Also work on college campuses and in the rapidly 
developing area of ecumenical relations." 
**** 

"Opportunities for deaconesses vary, of course. Foreign--mountain--rural--
city--parish--teaching--heads of institutions. Maybe we shall be called to go 
to the moon—at least there will be new fields of service, as the world changes." 
**** 

"I would like to know!" 
**** 

"1. Therapists: Centers of work involving speech, 0. T., P. T., all rehabil-
itation team members. 

2. Psychologists and psychometrists, in education, industry, and mental 
health center specialists. 

3. Psychiatric aides. 
4. Teachers specializing in cultural deprivation education, reading special-

ists, all special ed situations (EM Rote T. M. R., emot. disturbed, 
brain-injured, crippling conditions, deprived, nultiple handicaps). 

5. Qualified social workers. 
6. All medical personnel: X-ray technicians, etc., etc. 
7. All former Peace Corps members, for missionary work. 
8. School administrators (qualified with proper credentials)." 
4*** 

"What new opportunities is the Church offering? With Windham House and 
Church Army centers phasing out, maybe it is up to the Order of Deaconesses 
to pick up the ball? ? ?" 

Proposed Suggestions for the Future: 

1. Educational for our talks to show new possible areas of vocation. 
2. New areas for young people in our literature. 
3. Data for future studying. 
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National Conference  of Deaconesses: 

"The purpose of the National Conference shall he to unite the Deaconesses of the 
Church in a closer fellowship, and to take counsel together concerning matters 
pertaining to the spiritual and practical welfare of the Order." 

Ql. How does this stilted purpose meet the needs of the Deaconess today 
in the areas of (a) Fellowship? 

(b) Study? 
(c) Spiritual renewal? 
(d) Annual meeting? 

"(a) Not too well, with the possible exception of older deaconesses who have 

known each other for a long time. 

(b) Not at all. 
(c) To a limited degree. 
(d) As a means of contact and communication for those able to attend." 

**** 

"(c) At retreat. Comment: Better use of the time at Racine for those not in 
meeting of Executive Board--such as those in same fields (DCE's, etc.) to exchange 
ideas--reports of new developments to be made to the conference as a whole. " 
**** 

"(a) Very good even for those who can't come. 
(b) Could be helpful- -ideas given. 

(c) Having our Retreat at the same time. 

(d) A great asset and help." 
**** 

"Good" 
**** 

"(a) Very hard in USA because of distances. 
(b) Too little time. 
(c) Yes! 
(d) The same. 

This important to see other Deaconesses in this big country." 
**** 

"(a) A very ambiguous thing: .is 'fellowship' sitting in artificial battle formation 
to hear over each year one's neighbor's name, occupation, and address? 

(b) Study? 

(c) A retreat is an absolute must, and the highlight of the annual meeting. No 
other feature touches it. 

(d) More power needs to be given to the Conference annually to make necessary 
changes or deletions and additions." 

**** 

"(a) Very well. 

(c) By retreats and prayer leaflets. 
(d) Only chance to discuss corporate problems and take corporate action. It is 

the only instrument we have to bind our widely scattered members 
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together in sisterly fellowship. The prayer leaflets from The Central 
House are fine help. I can not think of any other instrument that could 
serve the Order better than the National Conference." 

**** 

"I've never understood why the 'National Conference' existed. Maybe I'm a 'loner' 

and do not respond to group dynamics? If we are seeking ordained status (only 
I think we have it) in the eyes of the Church- -the men are not organized, why 
should we be? As for fellowship, I've never picked it up. I am quite close to 
several deaconesses and some no longer in good standing, but I don't see that 

it is the d iaconate that provides the glue." 
**** 

"This purpose still meets the needs today, as far as I can see. We do need time 
for study. We so easily get into a rut. We need stimulation—opening our minds 
to new thought, etc. We always need renewal through the Retreat. Annual 
meeting- -debatabie.whether we should have legislation each year. Often apt 
to act hastily. Important changes--bylaws, etc. --should take three years but 
perhaps small legislative action could be taken at annual meetings. However, 
if we are going to combine all this: Fellowship (and we need just to be with each 
other, not planned, just as family), Study, Spiritual Renewal, and a meeting-- 
it is going to take more than three days. We might have to have a whole week for 
such a meeting." 
**** 

'(a) I feel very much the need of fellowship but find the atmosphere and schedule 
at DeKoven doesn't stimulate it very much. 

(b) A program of Post-Ordination Conferences for study, as proposed by Dss. 
Booth last year, would be of great value. 

(c) I don't think we have to get together as 'Deaconesses' for spiritual renewal, 
but worship together is a heart-warming experience. 

(d) An annual meeting is an excellent opportunity for fellowship, but our bylaws 
hamstring any business we may want to transact." 

Proposed Suggestions for the Future:  

A committee to study the above and suggest changes needed, if any. 
Suggestions from all deaconesses for possible study programs. 

Promotion: 

Qt. How can we promote the Vocation of Deaconess? (Be specific) 

The clergy must be 'sold' on the idea of using deaconesses effectively and not 
treating us like second-class church workers. I think it's the job of our special 
Bishops Committee to do this- -and they promised! I've heard no reports of any 
efforts on the part of any member of that Committee either to promote the Order 

or give it publicity." 
**** 

Hammer at the Seminaries--contact bishops, priests, deacons- -" 
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"Would a movie film adjusted to children and women's groups help? It pays to 
advertise. It is effective in business. 'The children of this world are in their 
generation wiser than the children of light.' (Luke 16:8). BUT, it costs a lot! 
It could be fiction based on fact. A deaconess' life can he thrilling. Whatever 

happened to the book, A Woman  Set Apart? Copies in circulation in church 
libraries would have heen a great help." 
**** 

'F.,ach one teach one is a good motto for us to follow. The deaconess can do her 
hest promotion by her life. Perhaps each deaconess can be responsible for 
keeping the Order before the people of her own Diocese. Might be interesting 
to find out how many have 'spoken' for the Order during the past year. Mk to 
be put on the program for Women of the Diocese, for Church School groups, 
etc., Young People's Conferences." 
**** 

"There are still many church people who do not know that the Church even has 
deaconesses. I feel we ought to run an ad with a picture or black-and-white 
illustration, large enough to be eye-catching, and run it continuously in the 
Episcopalian, The Living Church, and possibly The American Church News. 
But--who will pay the cost?" 
**** 

"Have some prolific, and thorough, publicity at whatever the expense; don't tie 
up deaconesses' writings at one source and encourage individual deaconesses to 
write, express, and get out of one's shell, to be dynamically involved in the 
mainstream." 
**** 

''We must be accepted by the Anglican Communion as the Ministry for Women 
and clearly defined. The Church does not brush aside Holy Orders for men. 
But there are too many different opinions in regard to deaconesses. Status 
should be clear and specific and accepted.' 
**** 

"By presenting the unique feature of the vocation rather than the common areas 
of work which the deaconess shares with other religious workers. By spending 
much more effort and money on promotion. By an educational campaign slanted 
towards bishops and clergy. By seeking contact with youth groups, particularly 
in colleges. By holding Vocation Seminars at Central House." 
**** 

Suggestions for the Future: 

I. A committee to consider the above and how to go "about it. '' 
a. Planning a campaign. 

2. Application of the above by all deaconesses wherever possible. 
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Retirement:  

Ql. 	Do you think there should be a retirement age for deaconesses? At what age? 

No 9 
Yes - no age 6 
Yes - age 65 7 

age 68 3 
age 72 2 

**** 

"Yes, 65. After that official retirement the deaconess is as free as any lay 
person to work part-time where and when she is able. 
**** 

"No. She should be allowed to work as long as she and her rector feel she is 
by example and service working in God's Kingdom and for our Lord!" 
**** 

"It should be elastic according to health and circumstances of the woman involved. 
The type of work expected of the deaconess should have much consideration." 
**** 

"No- -that is the Lord's business- -" 
**** 

'Feel strongly that there should be a retirement age. This is required of women 
workers under the National Church appointment--and for priests--and even bishops. 
It is the standard of our whole society today. Suggest 65, with the option of remain-
ing until 68 or perhaps 70. This protects the Order and the rectors and the bishops 
and affords a dignified and graceful way of ending a fruitful ministry in one parti-
cular place. With Social Security and The Retiring Fund for Deaconesses there is 
no need for a deaconess to have to feel the need for having to 'support herself 
financially' and there is much to be done by every deaconess even after retire-
ment. All we have to do is to look into the lives of those who have lived glorious 
vocations during their retirement years." 
**** 

"A matter between the Deaconess and her Bishop." 
**** 

"Yes; when her physical, mental, and/or emotional resources fail her for the job 
she feels called to do." 

Suggestions for the Future: 

1. Because the majority feel the need for a retirement age, vote on whether or not 
to petition the Bishops to change the Canon. Let them decide the age. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Frances Zielinski, Deaconess 
Chairman 
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REPORT CONCERNING PROPOSED 
ECUMENICAL NORTH AMERICAN DEACONESS CONFERENCE 

In January, 1967, a central committee, composed of representatives of 
deaconesses of various denominations in the United States and Canada, was 
formed for the purpose of making plans for an Ecumenical North American 
Deaconess Conference. Deaconesses Bradley and Searle represented the Epis-
copal deaconesses when this committee met on January 25, 1967, at Gladwyn, 
Pennsylvania. 

The idea for such a conference arose in response to a request from the 
international group Diakonia for an invitation to meet in America. Americans 
who had attended the 1966 Diakonia meeting felt it would first be necessary for all 
American deaconess groups to begin to relate to each other and work together. 

As a first step, a statistical report on deaconesses in the United States and 
Canada, as of June 1, 1966, was prepared. This report revealed the existence of 
I, 713 deaconesses and 280 candidates in ten denominations, including Anglican 
Church in Canada, United Church of Canada, Presbyterian Church of Canada, 
Mennonite Church, United Church of Christ, Episcopal Church, Lutheran Church-- 
Missouri Synod, American Lutheran Church, and Lutheran Church in America. 
There were 940 active deaconesses on that date. 

At the initial meeting, the following decisions were reached: 

(1) Each deaconess group will be entitled to representation at this proposed 
conference on the basis of 10% of active membership. That is, the Episcopal group 
will be entitled to three representatives, based on 34 active deaconesses. Addi-
tional resource persons may be chosen by an appointed committee, and any group 
may make part of its delegation resource persons. 

(2) A program committee, to be responsible for setting up a program and 
budget, was appointed. This committee includes Pastor Arne Kristo and Sister 
Patricia Martin (Lutheran—Missouri Synod); Miss Betsy Ewing (Methodist); Sister 
Anna Ebert (Lutheran Church in America); and Deaconess Margaret Jackson 
(Episcopal). 

The program committee has met twice, and will meet again in October. 

DeKoven Foundation, Racine, Wisconsin, has been chosen as the place for 
the conference, and dates will be August 19-22, 1968. 

Costs are estimated at $24.00 per person for room, board, and use of facil-
ities, plus a registration fee of $15.00 per person, or $39.00 per person, plus travel 
expenses. Each participant is to take care of her own travel, room, board and 
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registration fee (which can of course be paid by the group the participant is repre-
senting). 

Pastor Arne Kristo will serve as Chaplain for the conference. 

The program will center around four position papers, covering the historical 
view of the deaconess, including biblical and theological aspects; the status of 
women in the church today; discipline, obedience and community aspects of deacon-
ess groups; where do we go from here as a serving group? 

Each participating group is asked to send a list of delegates to Sister Anna 
Ebert on or before March 1, 1968. 

It is respectfully requested that the National Conference of Deaconesses 
consider and act upon the question of sending three representatives to the Ecumenical 
North American Deaconess Conference. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Deaconess Margaret Jackson 

************************** 

BUDGET 1968 - 1970 

Income 	 $2 700  00 

Expenses: 
Travel 	$ 	800.00 
Promotion and publicity. 	. 	. 	1, 000. 00 
Retreat 	  400. GO 
Emergency 	  300. 00 
Central House 	  400. 00 
Miscellaneous 	  100. 00 

Total Expenses 	  3, 000. 00 

Deficit 	 $ ( 300. 00) 
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BY-LAWS OF NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

As amended September 15, 1967, Seattle, Washington  

(After recommendations were presented by the By-Laws Committee, 
Deaconess Wenonah McGhee, chairman, and following discussion, the existing 
By-Laws were amended with respect to Sections 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 and 10. The 
amended By-Laws, as adopted, are presented below.) 

I. NAME. The name of this organization shall be the National Conference of 
Deaconesses. 

2. PURPOSE. The purpose of the Conference shall be to unite the Deaconesses 
of the Church in a closer fellowship, and to take counsel together concerning 
matters pertaining to the spiritual and practical welfare of the Order. 

3. MEMBERSHIP. All Deaconesses in good standing shall be entitled to member-
ship in this Conference. 

4. DUES. Dues shall be an annual contribution made by the individual Deaconess 
to the budget. A copy of the budget shall be sent out in January of each year, 
and include an accounting of the previous year's contribution by that Deaconess. 

5. MEETINGS. The Conference shall meet annually. During the year of General 
Convention, the Conference shall meet  at the time and place of General Con-
vention. The Executive Committee shall designate the time and place of other 
annual meetings. Legislation shall be effected only by a quorum of 25% of the 
total membership. 

6. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. The Executive Committee shall consist of eight 
Deaconesses, two of whom shall be elected by ballot at each Annual Meeting 
to serve for four years. No member may be elected for two consecutive terms. 

(1) The Deaconess-in-charge of Central House shall be an ex-officio 
member with vote. 

(2) The treasurer, if not a member of the Executive Committee, shall be 
an ex-officio member with vote. 

7. DUTIES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. The duties of the Executive Committee 
shall be to prepare for the meetings, to carry out the instructions of the National 
Conference, and to act as a channel of communication. It may also appoint 
committees at its discretion. It shall have power to fill vacancies in its member-
ship. 

8. OFFICERS. The Executive Committee shall elect from its members a Chairman 
and a Secretary to serve two years, the officers to act both for the Committee 
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and for the National Conference. The Treasurer shall be elected by the Exec-
cutive Committee to serve for two years, and need not be a member of the 
Executive Committee. 

9. NOMINATION AND ELECTION. For the election of the Executive Committee 
the chairman shall appoint a Nominating Committee of three members, at 
each Annual meeting. The Nominating Committee shall prepare a ballot con-
taining at least five names. This ballot shall be sent by mail to all Deacon-
esses, not less than thirty days before the meeting. From this ballot, the 
two receiving the highest number of votes shall be declared elected to serve 
on the Executive Committee for four years. 

10. AMENDMENT. These By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of 
those present at any Annual Meeting, provided that previous notice has been 
given to all Deaconesses in writing. 

******************* 

A RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted by the Board of Directors 
of The Retiring Fund at their meeting on September 16, 1967: 

"WHEREAS, Deaconess Ruth Johnson, whose term of office as Director and 
Vice-President expires today, has been a Director since 1940, except for three 
years from 1952, when, at her request, her name was withdrawn from nomination 
to permit her to take charge of other work for the Order of Deaconesses, was 
Vice-President in 1942, and was re-elected a number of times thereafter, and was 
elected President in 1958, and for three consecutive one-year terms thereafter, and 

"WHEREAS, Deaconess Ruth Johnson declines to be a candidate for election 
as a Director or an Officer, and this Board desires to spread the following reso-
lution upon the minutes: 

"RESOLVED, that we recognize that the capability of this Corporation to 
perform its function of assisting retired deaconesses has been achieved in large 
measure by Deaconess Ruth Johnson's joyful and untiring devotion to its work, 
calm appraisal of its problems, friendly responsiveness and wisdom; and be it 
further 

"RESOLVED, that this Board of Directors express thanks for her many years 
of service; and be it further 

"RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution, signed by all the Directors 
attending the meeting, be delivered to Deaconess Johnson." 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE BOOKLET 
"DEVOTIONS FOR DEACONESSES" 

Six years ago a committee was appointed to produce a "Book of Devotions for 
Deaconesses." Three years ago a "trial balloon" was sent up to determine what 
type of book we wanted, and to get from you all your ideas, opinions tind suggestions. 
Our temporary booklet was well received and the response to the "follow-up" 
questionnaire very good. There were many excellent and diverse suggestions, 
and since your committee could not use them all because the length and size of 
the book had to be considered, selection was made from the number of suggestions 
which bore some relationship to each other. 

Three suggestions were made which seemed to be the true consensus: 

1. That the booklet be small enough to carry in one's handbag. 

2. That it be a loose-leaf book so that one's own prayers and 
intercessions might be inserted. 

3. That the booklet be for personal and private devotions, yet 
contain some prayers for general and public use. 

The prayers are both traditional and contemporary. The intercessions and 
the offices at the end of the book can be used for personal prayers, as are the 
collects and prayers in our Book of Common Prayer; but also can be useful when 
one is called upon suddenly to have intercessions or to read Compline or other 
prayers at night-time, at a meeting or conference. 

As individuals we are widely scattered, yet in our prayers with and for each 
other and for the Order, as well as for our common concerns as citizens of two 
kingdoms...Heavenly and not so Heavenly...we find fellowship with one another. 

Your committee hopes that you will accept this little booklet, "DEVOTIONS 
FOR DEACONESSES," and find joy and strength in its continual use. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Amelia Brereton, Deaconess 
Chairman 

***. ,1c*******Mc*X.F*A"K 

Additional copies ot "DEVOTIONS FOR DEACONESSES" are availabie trom 
The Central House tor Deaconesses, lui4 Orrington Avenue, Evanston, Illinois 

60201. Cost is $2. 'lb. Please make cheek payable to THE CENTRAL HOUSE MK 

DEACONESSES. 
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BISHOP SELWAY'S TALK 

"Speak your piece more firmly. Insist on the dignity of your office. Your 
attitude toward yourselves can have a tremendous effect on the whole attitude of the 
Church toward women. Maybe the Holy Spirit is speaking to you and saying that 
you must assert yourselves." 

This imperative was emphasized again and again by the Rt. Rev. George R. 
Selway, Bishop of Northern Michigan, when he addressed the Friday night banquet 
of the National Conference of Deaconesses. 

He termed the Church's present attitude toward women "completely unrealistic, " 
still tinged willi Aquinas' outdated concept of a woman as a "defective, misbegotten 
male." This att ilude, he commented, has been felt by deaconesses in their work-- 
the deaconesses have borne the brunt of the attack, have been made to feel that they 
are second-class ministers. Then he issued a challenge. 

"Much of the fault for this attitude is yours, " he declared. "You have accepted 
with meek compliance the paternalism that has been offered to you. And if you con-
tinue to do so, the number of deaconesses will continue to decline. 

''You are concerned with a radical change, with a training program which will 
recognize that not all deaconesses are to be parish workers or D. R. E. s, but that 
there is a place for every adult woman. You are reaching out to several valuable 
sources in the Church for advice and counsel. And this is good. 

"But I can't see the deaconesses waiting patiently for somebody else to tell them 
what they are and what they should do. I can't see the continuation of the paternalism 
that has existed in the past. The changes must be made by the deaconesses themselves. 
You must determine who you are and what you are. People of all sorts are rising up 
today and asking that they be recognized for what they really are. Doesn't the deaconess 
have the right to say what she is and what she can do to the glory of God and His Church?'' 

This, he pointed out, means increased emphasis on publicity, on promotion, on 
placement. 

Bishop Selway concluded: 

"Yours is a double responsibility. You are individual workers, but you are also 
workers for the order. Professional women workers may be needed, but you form more 
than an organization. If you are anything at all, you are an order, and by that I do not 
mean a secular order, I mean ordination. You are ministers who have been set apart. 
You are not just women doing a job for the Church. Something has been added to you. 
You have accepted a way of discipline. You must believe that the will of God ordains 
what you are. You have not chosen Him- -He has chosen you. 
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The time will show more and more the demand that says what you are. We 
don't know what will happen in ten, fifteen or twenty years from now in the ministry 
of women in the Church. I think the day will come when it will break wide open. 
And when it does--who will be the ones to move into this new area? There is no 
one but the deaconesses. 

"It is a matter of the compulsion of the Holy Spirit, the realization from a 
firm conviction of what you are--God's chosen ministers. It is in this that you 
will find the help that will sustain you in what you must do." 

******************* 

What a great pleasure it was to have been the guests of our friends of St. 
Peter's, Seattle, Washington, for our Triennial Dinner, our Communion and 
Breakfast! We were also invited to attend the Holy Communion Service on Sunday, 
and those of us who went to this Service enjoyed meeting the Missionaries and 
others who were there--as well as a covered dish luncheon. 

Our friends of St. Peter's not only entertained us but were good enough to 
transport us in their cars to and from the Chapel. 

We are grateful to them for their hospitality and we do thank them. 

It is of interest to us deaconesses that Deaconess Margaret Peppers had 
great influence in and through Our Lord in the early days of this Mission, and in 
and through her efforts many of the adult members are feeling His influence in 
their lives today. 

Marian Brown, Deaconess 

******************* 

EXPLANATION OF SPECIAL ACCOUNT 

The Special Account of the National Conference of Deaconesses, which now 
amounts (with accrued interest) to $2,323.57, represents a sum of money which 
was turned over to the National Conference of Deaconesses when St. Faith's House 
was closed in 1948. This fund was built up by gifts and contributions from deacon-
esses and their friends which were collected by the deaconesses for the support of 
St. Faith's. When Si. Faith's was closed, the Trustees voted that such months 
belonged to the deaconesses. 

The fund has been held in the treasury of the National Conference of Deacon-
esses, at interest, to be used for something special. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Evelyn Seymour, Deaconess 
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TALK BY MRS. BETSY RODENMAYER 

(Editor's Note: The memorial adopted by the National Conference of Deaconesses 
asked the General Convention to appoint a Joint Commission "with a staff member of 
the Division of Christian Ministries assigned to it to study and advise us as to the role 
of the deaconess in her ministry of service in the Church today. Although the proposed 
Joint Commission was not established, it still appears probable that the Board for 
Theological Education, to which our memorial was referred, will request the Division 
of Christian Ministries to undertake the study which we requested.) 

What kind of study of the deaconess program by the Division of Christian Ministries 
is proposed in our memorial? What information will it give us for future guidance? What 
questions will be asked- - what areas will it cover? 

Mrs. Robert (Betsy) Rodenmayer, associate secretary of the Division of Christian 
Ministries of the Horne Department of the Executive Council, discussed these points at 
a special session of the National Conference of Deaconesses Thursday evening. 

She explained that in such a study (which she undoubtedly would conduct personally), 
four major questions would be asked: 

I. What is the Church's mission- -what is it all about? 
2. What and who do we need to get the job done? 
3. How do we recruit these people? 
4. Having recruited them, how do we best equip them to do the job? 

"This is not a self-study," she emphasized. Its purpose will be to gather data 

as objectively as possible. We are not concerned with your commitment—that is your 
problem. We are concerned with how best this ministry can be exercised to further the 

ministry of the Church. How are you prepared to deal with this ministry? Whom are 
you recruiting? What preparation and tools are you giving them? In order to plan, to 
anticipate, you must know how people are moving, what the pressures are, so that you 
may minister to them in a healing way. 

You must he serious about recruiting the very best people you can find - -and you 
must make it possible I or them to have the very best basic training and continuing 

education you can offer them." 

For the first time, she observed, the Church is taking seriously the education of 
women for service. Eight women are now studying in doctoraL programs in our seminaries. 
Higher standards are heing demanded of persons going into the mission field. There is 
an attempt to recruit among outstanding women college students. But--"we're not sure 
what we are recruiting them for," 

Mrs. Roctenmayer commented that the current struggle of the deaconesses with 

the question of a valid ministry is one that is shared by every group in the Church. Who 

are we? Where do we stand in publicly declaring this way of life? Those who do declare 
themselves as acthe•ivg to the Christian way of life need the highest quality of training, 

skills, and insight iri . ordet-  to do the job to the glory of God. 
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IMPRESSIONS OF A DEACONESS AT HER FIRST TRIENNIAL 

From New York to Seattle? For a deaconess in her first year in the field, after 
two years at Central House without a visible income? At first thought it didn't seem 
to be a possibility. Yet the way did open up, and with careful planning and a bit of 
maneuvering, I did actually get there. 

How can I put into words all that it meant to me? 

I found a welcome opportunity to learn many details of the structure of the deaconess 
program. I found a place for myself within the group. I gained a greater understanding 
of the function and place of the Canon on Deaconesses, the National Conference of 
Deaconesses, Central House, and the Retiring Fund for Deaconesses. I'm aware that 
I have much still to learn, but through these sessions the pattern emerged. 

I had the opportunity, and the privilege, of sharing in planning for the future of 
the deaconess program. 

I had the great privilege of sharing with the other deaconesses in a quiet morning 
of Holy Eucharist and meditation, with the deepening sense of fellowship that grows out 

of such shared hours of devotion. 

Bishop Selway's talk on Friday night was a real highlight of our meeting - -an 

inspiration to all of us, a challenge, and a call to action. 

Through it all, this was a time of getting to know my fellow deaconesses more 
intimately, by means of casual contacts, social activities, and quiet conversations. 

I left with a new sense of the bond of sisterhood that unites our little group, 
working in so many fields of the Church's program and in such widely separated places 

geographically—but one in Christ. 

I believe that the Holy Spirit is very active indeed in the midst of such gatherings 
as this, and I know that I have returned to my particular post with renewed strength 
for the tasks ahead. 

Thank you, all of you, for sharing those hours with me. 

Margaret M. Jackson, Deaconess 

An excette.nt group picture was taken at the meeting ot the National Conlerence 
or Deaconesses, on the ramp in iront oi St. Peter's Church. We regret that the 
LYPe 01 processing used or this Triennial Report does not permit us to reproduce 
it. However, we are inlorme.d that lutl-size glossies, at $1.50 each, may oe oroereo 
through the Hey. Waiter lioyd, Department or Communication, Episcopal Cnurch 

Center. 815 Second Avenue. New York, N. Y. 10017. 
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MEDITATION BY FR. NAKAYAMA 

The period DE Meditation in St. Peter's Church, following breakfast Saturday 
morning, began with the saying of Matins. Fr. Nakayama a/molt -wed that pauses 
would be made at different points for devotional consideration. 

Beginning with Hymn 450, after Psalms 143 and 149, Fr. Nakayama said: 

"In the first of these Psalms the keynote is penitence; in the second, it is 
Hallelujah. People of all ages and times have asked, 'Why do the righteous suffer?' 
There is a conviction, underlying the question, that sin is somehow related to trouble. 
This is true many times, but does not wholly answer the problem. Freedom from 
trouble is not a reward handed out to the righteous. We only know in part, why evil 
and trouble are in the world. This we do know: God uses everything, as instruments 
for our correction, our development, our good. Even trouble and evil can be turned, 
by GoJ awl ourselves, into good. It is right that we should pray for removal and 
deliverance from evil. Think of the bitterness and hate engendered by war. Our 
prayers are certainly needed, that out of the spirit of evil, good may come." 

"Psalm 149 is a song of victory. '0 sing unto the Lord a new song.' In time of 
victory we must not forget: God uses all things, trouble and victory, for His purpose." 

First Lesson: I Kings 12:1-19. 

"Consider: In Matins the reading of the Psalms engenders FAITH; the Old 
Testament lesson foretells and therefore stimulates HOPE; the New Testament 
lesson shows us the fulfillment, which is LOVE. This particular Old Testament 
lesson shows us that evil defeats itself. Pursuit of power ends in loss of power. 
We must be careful that our motives are not from self-interest, pride, and desire 
for power." 

Second Lesson: Romans 5:1-5. 

"Our responsibility is not to try to tletermine times and seasons, but to be 
prepared, to watch, to be ready to receive the instruments of God's manifestations. 
A prospective mother does notknow when her child will be born, but she is filled 
with expectant hope. Just so, we Christians should equip ourselves with the armor 
of Faith and Hope and Love. There should be a sort of esuit de corps among 
Christians of expectant readiness, encouraging and building up one another in faith. 
Many people do not feel they need God., bat these very people need the strength and 
comfort that He brings. It is our mission to make Him known." 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE CF DEkCONESSES 
MEETING AND RETREAT 
LeKoven Foundation, Racine, Wisconsin 	 October 22-25, 1968 

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Dear Deaconesses: 

Greetings from California: Marian Wheeler and I are enjoying our life 
and work at the Church of the Holy Spirit in Salinas, and the "welcome mat" 
Is always out at the "Hermitage." Marian held the fort while I flew to the 
conference with Fhyllis Edwards and Esther Davis. It was my first flight 
and I really enjoyed it: 

How I wish that all of you could have been with us at Denoven to share 
the joys and blessings of our Conference and Retreat: We especially missed 
those who were prevented by illness, but we surely felt that we were being 
sustained by the prayers of ell our absent sisters. The wonderful cooperative 
spirit of those present enabled us to complete our heavy agenda and to still 
have time to enjoy our guests as well as each other. 

Once again I would like to thanA each and every one of you for your 
prayers, especially during my illness last year, and for the many notes and 
letters received. May I share a feu quotes from some of themV 

"We send loving greetings to all. You will be in our thoughts and 
prayers. We are planning now, God willing, to attend the Retreat and 
Conference next year. ,  

"Much love to you all. May the Holy Spirit be with you during the 
Conference, guiding you in all your deliberations and decisions--and em-
powering you through the quiet of the Retreat for His Service." 

"Do kaye a wonderful Conference and Retreat. I need to be with you-- 
but can't this year. With love to 

"We have our veil and cross left: No matter what the garb, the ancient 
commitment shines in their lives today.' 

"I surely enjoyed, and got a lift from the National Conference. We 
have a wonderful bunch of women in the deaconess group, and at each meeting 
I feel that I get to know all of them a little better. I do hope that more 
of our newer deaconesses can be with us next year." . 

May we pray that God will guide our Bishops in their deliberations 
and contacts with ell deaconesses and candidates, and that he will bless 
each one of us as we continue in our "joyful service" for him. 

Faithfully bur in Our Lord, 

Agnes B. Bradley, Deaconess, Chairman 

1969 NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES -- MEETING & REIRLAT 
OCTOBLR 21 - 24 

The DeLoven Foundation, Racine, Wisconsin 	 Cost: $20.00 
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kiNualth OF mEEITNU OF '1111, laLcualvp„ oomvau11.6 

The Executive Committee of the National Conference of Deaconesses met 
at Dehoven Foundation, Racine, 14isconsin, on October 22, 1968.. The meeting, 
which began at 3P.1vi., was opened by Des. Bradley, with prayer. The reading 
of the minutes was waived. Present were Deses. Bradley, Dietz, Edwards, 
Englebert, Nain, Sherman, Truesdell, and Zielinski. 

The treasurer's report submitted by Des. Seymour was reed in her 
absence by Deaconess Bradley. Total balance as of Oct. 15 was reported to 
be $4,627.35. A total of $1,000.00 was reported to be a disbursement for 
the survey. Des. Truesdell moved for the acceptance of the treasurer's 
report. Motion carried. 

It was recalled that the survey might not be able to be made for a few 
years. The issue was raised: should the money to he disbursed for the survey 
be spent instead on the Central house? The money apparently had not been 
spent "quite yet." Mrs. Rodenmayer had changed positions in the Church End 
could not do much of anything directly at present about beginning the survey. 
Discussion followed. 

The possibility of the National Conference of Deaconesses joining the 
world-wide fellowship Diakonia  was discussed. Liss. Booth had sent in a 
letter revealing that the Church of 11ngland Deaconesses now belong to it. 
No definitive terma for "ordination" need obstruct a group's considerations 
for belonging to the fellowship, for membership does not require a sole 
adherence to the theological definition of the term. The question of dues 
was discussed, and the prevailing ol.inion was that the dues were thought to 
be quite reasonable. The next meeting of the Diakonia  will be in Belsinki, 
Finland. Possibilities for some of our deaconesses to attend were also 
discussed. motion was made, and carried, to bring up the tokic at the 
Conference. 

The Lambeth Conference statements on the Order of Deaconesses were 
read and discussed. Motion was made by lass. Zielinski to bring the matter 
up at the Conference, possibly to move to ask Bishop Chambers' advice as 
to what action to take on it. Des. Edwards added in her motion, "how to 
implement the statements presented by Lambeth." Des. Main seconded, and 
the motion was carried. 

Names for a deaconess to take a place on the Central House Board were 
discussed, with emphesis on the need for a wide national selection of names 
to de-emphasize the diocesan nature that it was felt the Central Mouse has 
in the Chicago area. 

Names of speakers for next year's retrect were elicited, and retreat 
ideas exchanged. Notmotion or action was taken at that time. 

Deaconess Dietz closed the meeting with krayer. 

"Will you express our appreciation to the National Conference of 
Deaconesses for their generous offering to our work': It will be & great 
help. It was good to have you all with us again. 4,e have so much in 
common." - Excerpt from letter from bister mary Bianca, C.S.m., to Les. 
Bradley following the National Conference meeting. 
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MINUTES OF MELTING OF THE N.kTIONA,L CONFERENCE OF DE4CONESSES 

The meeting of the National Conference of Deaconesses on October 
22, 1966, at 7:45 P.M. was called to order by Deaconess Bradley with 
prayer. The reading of the minutes as waived, and put on file. The 
treasurer's report was reed. Deaconess Jackson moved that the treasurer's 
report be accepted. Motion carried. 

Some of the deaconesses unable to attend the meeting wrote in letters, 
parts of which were reed. A list was made of those ill or unuble to be et 
the meeting, Deaconess Edwards moved that the attending deaconesses write 
to one or two of those missing to bring contact and fellowship to each one. 
Motion carried. 

It was steted that the Memoriel sent by the Conference to General 
Convention last year was finally referred to the Boare for Theological 
Education, Bishop harnecke, Chairman. The survey was then discussed. 
Mrs, Rodenmayer, who was actin on behalf of the Conference to act as 
liaison in initiating a survey of the Deaconess Order, changed positions 
and is not able at this time because of her new work to take as definitive 
a part in implementing the ides of the survey. 

The Lambeth Conference resolutions on the status of deaconesses within 
the Anglican Communion were read and discussed. Deeconess Zielinski moved 
(Deaconess Brown seconding) to obtein Bishop Chambers' advice on Lambeth 
Conference, and our action on it. Motion carried. 

The possibility of the National Conference of Deaconesses joining 
the world-wide fellowship of Diakonia WGS discussed. Diakonia members 
Ere composed of women performing "diakonial" services. Any action was 
tabled momentarily until the next pert of the meeting next day. 

The Central house hes expanded its Board of Trustces to include one 
more deaconess.. Nomination of Deaconess Jackson was given. By a vote 
of a show of hands Deaconess Margaret Jeckson wes the name suggested by 
the Conference es the nominee to the Board of Central house. 

The date was set for next year's Retreat and Conference. Deaconess 
Zielinski moved (Deaconess Main seconding) that October 21-24 would be 
the better dates. motion carried. Ideas for speakers end conductors 
were exchanged,. with the recommendation to look into the lice of obtain- 
ing b speeker to illuminate the Conference es to some aspect of thc Church's 
life, before the Retreat, No definite plans for e hetreet conductor were 
noted. 

Deaconess Zielinski gave the report of the Central rouse cappended). 

Deaconess Zielinski moved to send mrs. Charles Lerrabee :Dtreet 
note from the Conference,. of greeting and thanks for the life end example 
of Bishop Street. Motion cerried. 

The Conference wes advised of the Deaconess Ward Memorial Fund for 
a chapel in the hospital where Deaconess Ward worked and lived. Deaconess 
Ramsey moved that the Conference solicit en offering from its members 
from which to send a memorial contribution to Arizona. Motion carried.-  
J-. memorial for Bishop Street was also discussed, and an opportunity 
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created in which to offer contributions. The first part of the meeting 
was adjourned. 

The second section of the National Conference of Deaconesses was 
opened the morning of October L3, by Deaconess Bradley, with prayer. 
Three guests were present: Deaconesses Sally Brandt end L. Noss, both 
from Concordie Teachers College, River Forest, Illinois (Lutheran Church - 
Missouri Synod); and Sister Arnett& Beyer, Lutheran Deaconess house, 
Milwaukee, Vdsconsin (Lutheran Church in America). 

s resume of the meeting of the Retiring Fund for Deaconesses, held 
September 27, 1968, at 81.5 Second svenuc, New York City, was given (appended). 

The guests all gave some brief comments about their Deaconess Orders. 
Sister Beyer, a Deaconess in the Lutheran Church in America, discussed 
her order, and its Mother House in Milwaukee. Most of the deaconesses in 
thet order seem to be in tields related to health services. Deaconess Noyes 
and Deaconess Brant Ere on the staff of Concordie Teechers College, River 
Forest, Illinois, Deaconess Brant stated that there are in thc Lutheran 
Church - Missouri Synod 70 active duconesses, and 20 interns. k two-year 
training program prepares a cendidate to become a deaconess, although et 
Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, Indiana (related to the Lutheran Church - 
Missouri Synod), there exists a pre-deaconess course in the undergraduate 
program. 

relort on the North American Conference of Deaconesses was given 
(appended). It was decided to name a delegate to the inter-national 
conference of biskonia to be held in Finland in ly6y, and to decide whether 
or not to apply for membership in Diakonie. membership in this worldwide 
fellowship of deaconesses, it was explained, does not require the groups 
to adhere to any one definitive statement as to the nature of ordination. 
The Church of England Deaconesses have already joined, it was also re-
ported. Lss. thelinski moved that the National Conference of Deaconesses 
join, Des. i.dwards seconded. motion carried. Dues were reported to be 
apperently reasonable. Ems. Searle was nominated to serve on the planning 
committee for the second North ,zierican Deaconess Conference, this committee 
to meet in New York Cit at a later date. ESS. Ldwurds moved that Des. 
Bradley api:oint a representative to send to Diakonia in Helsinski, Finland, 
next July. 

k report on the meeting of the SuStralien Deaconesses was reed. 

The meeting WES adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ann Sherman, Deaconess, Secretary 

"Canon Shaw tells mc that you sent a gift to Eliscoral Charities from 
the National Conference of Deaconesses in memory of Bishop Street. I am 
deeply grateful to thc Deeconesses - each and every one - for this tribute to 
the Bishop, and this token of their loving sympathy. You ull know how 
close to his heart was the work of the Order of Deaconesses," 

,-Excerpt from a letter from Frs. Charles L. Street 
to Dss. Bradley following the National Conference 
meeting. 
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h1,10hT OF Thb ChLah.L nOUba FOh Db..GONaSSES - OCIObbh, 196b  

In her report to the Triennial last year, Deaconess Booth stated: 

The Central house W6S esta4lished for the perpose of 
training women for the Office of Deaconess, for the 
promotion of its work, and for a place to which 
deaconesses might come for rest and refreshment." 

A•ur efforts this pest year have been centered around this three-
fold purpose of education, promotion, and service. 

Our primary concern is our candidates and their future. Beceuse we 
are in an age of change, it hEs been decided that a standardized program 
is not the best possible way of equipping our candidates to serve in today's 
Church. The training program must be individualized to fit the needs of 
each candidate and the position she wants to fill as E, deaconess, To begin 
to accomplish this goal, we have been consulting with Father Dories of 
Seabury-Vestern. Mrs. Velton, of the Diocese of Montana, is our first 
candidate in this new program. Instead of spending full time at the Seminury 
this fell, she is working in an inner city perish under supervision. 

In the field of promotion, we are seeking out weys of bringing an 
awareness of the deaconess end her ministry to the Church on the corner. 
To help us accomplish this purpose, mrs. buzzard, of the J,dvance steff. 
wrote a fine article titled "It Couldn't nave happened 10 leers isgo." 
Reprints of it have been distributed by the bxecutive Council of our 
Church to all perts of the country. 	similar article by Mrs. buzzard 
has appeared in many local diocesan papers. 

In en effort to bring the deaconess vocation to the attention of 
our young women about to make 'the decision', we will be mailing a new 
poster and leaflet to all parishes, Canterbury Houses, End the like. 

"For a place to which deaconesses might come for rest and refresh-
ment" has many different meanings for us. For us, it means our prayers 
and intercessions on behalf of our deaconesses, as well as our seasonal 
leaflets. In connection with Seabury-Western and the Peabody libraries, 
we are preparing to start a lending library for our deaconesses. During 
her satteticel, Deaconess Lank stayed at the house and audited clesses 
et the Seminary. V.e would hope more would consider coming to Central 
house for study and rest. 

Js you know, our grant from the general Church budget has been ter-
minated. The New York Training School End the Church, through the local 
perish, has come to our rescue. Much of our time has been spent in sending 
out 6,500 letters to individual parishes. This has turned into b blessing 
for us because now the average parish knows of our existence, end many are 
assisting us. 

at present, we have nine candidates und mey soon LUVe two more. Our 
two newest candidates ere Miss Put 1.egner of Normal, Illinois, and miss 
4,11a Bozarth of Gresham, Oregon. This fall three candidates are studying 
at SeEbury.4estern Seminary. mrs. Catnerine helton is beginning her second 
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year in the M.A. program as Mrs. Kate Knapp, of South Florida, and Mss 
Margaret Haas, of Michigan, begin their first year of study. We have two 
csndidates from the Diocese of Chicago. They &re Miss Janet Macintosh 
and Mrs. Iris Mayer. Miss Macintosh hes just finished six months at the 
Urban Training Center End is completing her studies at the house. With 
the acceptance of Mrs. Meyer, we are beginning E new concept in the ministry 
of deaconesses. She is married and has a child. When she is finished 
with her preparation, she will become our first full time non-stipendiary 
deaconess with a family. 

miss madeleine Brault has com/leted her studies, but is prevented by 
illness in her family from being ordained. 

On November 10th at 1000 A.m., miss Noel Knelenge will be ordained 
Deaconess by Bishop Rusack at st. Andrew's Eliscolal Church, La mesa, 
California. - Noel is a graduate of beabury-l.estern and is in charge of the 
day school connected to St. Andrew's. She will continue in this position. 

Our newest deaconess is Alice Ballard. She was °rosined in June by 
Bishop mason in Dallas, Texas. hecently he wrote, "Alice Ballard is doing 
wonderful work end 1 hear good relorts on her from everyone." She is working 
as an assistant at St.. James', Texarkana, Texas. 

During the past year, three deaconesses have died: 

Dorothea F. Betz 	 February 2, 1968 
Margaret Dudley Binns 	April 27, 1568 
Mary Clelland Lest 	August 29, 1968 

klso, the Central house has lost two devoted friends: 

The Rt. Rev. Charles Larrabee Street, August 12, 1968 
Mr. Arthur H. Zeller 	 September 10„ 1968 

Bishop Street has been our guide and support from the very beginning. 
and NI. 2411Er served as Treasurer of the Board of Trustees of Central 
house for many years. Both were members of the Board of Trustees ut the 
time of their deaths. Ve give thanks to God for the joy of their lives, 

"God grant them joy Lnd peace in his nearer presence. ALy they go 
from strength to strength in the life of perfect service in his heavenly 
hAngdom." 

We would like to close this, our first report, by thanking you for 
your prayers and support. 

hespectfully submitted, 

Frances thelinski, Deaconess, Director 
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NI,T1ONAL CONFERENCE OF DEhCONESSES 

Report of the Treasurer - October 1968  

Summary of Reyort sent out with notices, March 1968 

$ 2,4364061. Total Receifts, Sept. 1967 to March 1968 
2,299.87 Total Disbursements, same period 

$ 	180.19 	Balance in Checking account, March 10, 1568 

Receipts, March to Oct. 15th, 1968 
$ 	865.00 Unallocated Account 

222.01 	Central house 
2000. 	Emergency Fund 	 $ 1b0.19 
10.00 Publicity & Promotion 	 1,191.01  
14.00 	Retreats 
10.00 Triennial Travel Fund 	 $ 1,371.20 Total 
90.00  For the Survey 

$ 1,191.01 	Total Receipts 

Disbursements, same period 
$ 	96.00 Room & Board, 3 Leses, and Mrs. Rodenmayer, No. Amer. Conf. 

15.00 Registration, Ars. Rodenmayer 	 of Deaconesses 
112.01 	Central house, from New York Chapter of Leses. 

$ 223.01 	Tbtal Disbursements 
1,148.19 	Balance in Checking Account, Oct. 15, 1968 (1 below) 

$ 1,371.20 Grand Total 

Savin&s Account, First Wichita National Bank of Wichita Falls 
$2,020.00 Balance in account, July 1, 1968 

20.40 Interst added, July 1, 1968 
$2,040.40 
1,000.00.  Sent to New York, for the survey 
$1,040.40 Balance in ,ccount, Oct 1st., 1968 (2 below) 

Savings Account in The hank for Savings, N.Y.C. 
$2,438.76 without the interest already earned in 1968 (3 below) 

N.B. The money for the survey was taken from the Savings Account held here 
in ;,ichit. Falls as it is a newer account, and does not drew as much interest 
as the older account in New York City. 

Balance in michigan Bank given to 
Central house 
$130.00 PiLy 1966 
$116.05 Plus interest 

Money On hand  
1. Checking account 	$1,148.19 
2. Wichita Bank savings 	1,040.40 
3. NYC savings acct. 	2,498,76  

84,627.35 

Respectfully submitted, 

Evelyn E. Seymour, Deaconess, Treasurer 
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DEACONESSES PRE.SENT 

Agnes Bradley 
Amelia Brereton 
Marian Brown 

Edna Dietz 
Madeline Dunlap 
Phtllis Edwards 

Ruth Parsons 
Lydie Ramsay 
Clara Searle 

Frances Campbell Stolle. Englebert Ann Sherman 
Lillian Crow Margaret Jackson Helen Taylor 
Esther Levis Elizabeth Main Mary Truesdell 
hilda Dieterly Wenonah McGhee Frances Lielinski 

DEAGONE&) CANDILMJES PRESENT 

Dorothy Dobson Janet macintosh Bat 	egner 

ACCOUNT  

SUm,,.hY OF ThaASUhEh'S hLeoha. 

RECEIPTS 	DISbUhStu,balb hALANCE 

Checking 	10/67 - 3/66 $ 2,436.06 $ 2,255.67 $ 	160.19 
3/68 -10/68 1,191.01 223.01 968.00 

Total $ 3,627.07 $ 2,478.88 $ 1,148.19 

Savings Account (int.) 20.40 
(Be1. 1/1/68) 2,020.00 1,000.00 

$ 2,040.40 $ 1,000.00 $ 1,040.00 

Special Savings Account (N.Y.) 2,438.76 

10/15/66 Total $ 4. 62 7-35 

Retreat Offering - October 25, 1966 

$ 	652.50 $ 	186.00 $ 	466.50  

10/25/66 Total $ 5,093.65 

Note: Retreat Expenses 

Father Hallett gift $ 75.00 
sisters' gift 25.00 
Central house bift 25.00 
hospitality 46.50 
Ebstage 12.50 

Total 	 $186.00 
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FROM " TlE LAMBETh CONFERENCE 1968 RESOLUTIONS J,ND REPORTS' 

ThE DII,CONATE 

32. The Conference recommends: 

(a) That the diaconate, combining service tl others with liturgical 
functions, be open to 

(i) men and women remaining in secular occupations 

(ii) full-time church workers 

(iii) those selected for the priesthood. 

(b) That Ordinals should, where necessary, be revised: 

(i) to take account of the new role envisaged for the diaconate; 

(ii) by the removal of reference to the diaconate as "an inferior 
office"; 

(iii) by emphasis upon the continuing element of diakonia in the 
ministry of bishops and priests. 

(c) That those made deaconesses by laying on of hands with appro-
priate prayers be declared to be within the diaconate. 
( For, 221. Against, 183). 

(d) That appropriate canonical legislation be enacted by provinces 
and regional Churches to provide for those already ordained 
deaconesses. 

PP. 36 -39 

DEACONESSES 

We have been asked to clarify the ambiguity in the statements of previous 
Lambeth Conferences about the status of deaconesses. Believing that we 
are justified by Scripture and tradition, we reaffirm the statement of the 
Committee on the Position of 1,omen in the Councils and Ministrations of 
the Church (Lambeth Conference 1920) which reads Ls follows: 

In our judgement the ordination of a Deaconess confers on her 
Holy Orders., In ordination she receives the "character" of a 
Deaconess in the Church of God; end, therefore, the status of 
a woman ordained to the diaconate has the permanence which belongs 
to Holy Orders. She dedicates herself to a lifelong service. 

We conclude that those who are made deaconesses by the laying on of hands 
with the appropriate prayer should be regarded as within the order of 
deacons. 

We appreciate that, in view of this reaffirmation, canonical regulations 
will have to be made by each province or regional Church to regularize 
the status of deaconesses ordained in the past. 
pp. 105-106 
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REPORT OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE RLTIRING FUND FOR DEACONESSES 
September 28, 1968 

All proposed changes in the bylaws, as contained in the notice sent to 
all deaconesses before the meeting, were passed unasimously. 

Deaconess Frances Zielinski was re-elected to serve on the Board of 
Directors. New directors are Deaconess Helen Chadwick and Joseph P. 
Smyth, Esq. 

The new officers are Jospeh P. Smyth, Esq., president; Deaconess 
t,atharine Putnam, vice president; AX. Edward Curtis, treasurer; 
Deaconess Margaret Jackson, secretary; and Ars. Elizabeth Gardner, 
assistant secretary. 

It was reported that twenty-six deaconesses are at present receiving 
financial assistance from The hetiring Fund for Deaconesses. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Margaret Jackson, Deaconess 
Secretary of The Retiring Fund for 
Deaconesses 

'The Lambeth Conference statement was to clarify the previous some-
whet conflicting statements in regard to the Order of Deaconesses and I 
think the resolution adopted w6S good - 'that those made Deaconesses by 
Laying-on-of-Hands with appropriate :prayers be declared to be within the 
Diaconate. 	This resolution was possed by 221 aye votes and 183 negative 
votes were cast, and there were 19 who abstained from voting. The full 
resolution 'that appropriate legislation be enacted by provinces End 
regional churches to provide for those already ordained deaconesses' was 
passed by a majority voice vote with very little dissent. In the case of 
the USA Church, the canonical regulLtion is already there, so there is 
no problem." 

--Excerpt from letter from 
The ht. hev. Albert A. Chambers, S.T.D. 
D.D., to Lss. Bradley following the 
National Conference meeting 

“80 many thanks to the Leaconessee for their generous check in loving 
memory of Mary Frances Ward, to be used for some special item in the new 
st. Luke's Memorial Chapel. It was 6 joy to read your loving words about 
Ds. Ward. She was among our early friends in Arizona, some twenty years 
ago; and after she was so badly crippled, what an inspiration she wasJJ 
I'm sure that Ely_ life is richer for having known thEt fine Christian soldierl 

--Excerpt from letter from Mrs. William 
WErd Clore, Phoenix, Arizona, to 
Des. Bradley following Natl. Conference 
meeting 
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REPORT ON ThE NORaH AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

The first North American Conference of Deaconesses, held at Eoven 
Foundation, Racine, Wisconsin, August 19-22, 1968 provided an opportunity 
for deaconesses of various denominations to get acquainted with one another, 
and to learn of the programs and activities of other deaconess groups. I 
felt that the important &sleets were the fellowship that was generated, and 
the friendships that were formed, during the four days of the conference. 

The main action taken by the conference was to request that a central 
committee be convened to plan for further North American Leaconess Con-
ferences. sister Anna Ebert, executive secretary for the Deaconess 
Community of the Lutheran Church in America, was eked to convene such a 
committee, to be composed of one representative from each of the parti-
cipating nine deaconess organizations. The committee will elect its own 
chairman and secretary. Sister Anna Ebert served as chairman for this 
conferenae. 

Ninety-four deaconesses from Canada, Mexico, and the United States were 
present. They represented 1,700 deaconesses in tine denominations, in-
cluding the Anglican Church of Can6de; the United Church of Canada; the 
Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod; the United Church of Christ; the Episcopal 
Church; the Lutheran Church in America; the United Methodist Church; the 
American Lutheran Church; End the Methodist Deaconess Conference of Mexico. 
There were two observers from Hong Kong, one from Kingston, JUTILiCEI, and 
two from the Roman Cstholic Church in the United States. 

Two special guests, the Reverend Margaret Jarman (Baptist), London, England, 
secretary of the 1iorld Federation of Deaconess Associations, and Sister 
Ursula von Dewitz (German Evangelical Lutheran Church), Berlin, Germany, 
presented information about and discussed the lk)rld Federation, known as 
Diakonia.  The North Amerian deaconesses were invited to apply for 
membership, either as an association or as individual deaconess groups. 
The consensus of the conference was not to form a formal organization, 
but to leave it up to each deaconess group to enter Diakonia  if it wishes 
to do so. 

The next meeting of Diakonia  .ill be held in kinland in July, 1969. The 
Methodist Leaconesses in the United States are hoping to organize a charter 
tour to attend the conference and if any of our deaconesses are interested 
in attending, they can contact miss Retsy.Ewing, 475 hiverside Drive, New 
York City 10027, for further information about the charter tour. 

Speakers at the North American conference included the Rev. Frederick 
Ileiser, the Lutheran Church in America; Mrs. Nancy Grissom Self, the 
United Methodist Church; Dr. Donald G. Bloesch, the United Church of 
Christ; and our own Mrs. Betsy Rodenmayer. The Rev. Arne hristo, the 
Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod, served &El chaplain. 

Deaconesses Frences rGielinski, Edith Booth and myself served as delegates 
from the National Conference of deaconesses of the Episcopal Church. I 
also served on the planning committee, which gave me a special opportunity 
to get to know my fellow committee members. I am most grateful for the 
privilege of representing you on the committee and at the conference. 

Respectfully suhmitted, 

Margaret Jackson, Deaconess 
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IRE DEACONESS hLTREAT - 196b 
Conductor: The Rev. R. W. Hallett, St. Christopher's Church, Rantoul, Ill. 

CNotes on Meditations taken by Deaconess very P. Truesdell) 

1. 
Children, playing in an attic, found an old wardrobe, the bach of which 

oyened up, disclosing a doorway into a little room filled with interesting 
things. They steyped though into a new world of fancy and delight. Their 
parents could have said, "Why do they play in an attic, when they could 
play outdoors?" Worldly people could say similarly about a Retreat. Some 
"noisy" Church people are more interested in demonstrations and conferences 
than Retreats. The desire for quiet pious devotion is not understood. Some 
Church members feel support of the Church and regular attendance at services 
fulfills their obligation to God. Such piety is not bad, but it is only 
the beginning. The world is ever pressing in on us. PeOple in earnest 
about the Christian life need to go aside and to recollect spiritual things. 
This is why we go to a Retreat. We enter into a new world of devotional 
treasure. Jesus often said Go:" but more often said "Come:" We accept 
the Lord's invitation, "Come ye apart." In RetreEt we are not running away 
from God, but running to Him. 

Our first exercise is recollection. We do not start off by just trying 
to imagine He is here. Rather do we awake to the realization that He is 
here, and has been. We are like children waking up to find their parent 
has been standing by their bed praying for them. The syiritual exercise of 
recollecting must be done over and over again. It takes practice, just as 
in learning any art. When we don't succeed, we have to try again, just as 
a child learning to walk or climb tries until he succeeds. 

A Retreat is a time to gain true perspective. To view a work of art, 
we step back to gain a vision of the whole. To gaze at the beautiful scene 
from a window, we do not focus our attention on the fly buzzing on the 
window sill, but stel back tor a full view of the far scene beyond. What 
do I want to see in perspective?' The world--it seems so topsy-turvy; and 
my life and work. Am I really doing the right things? There is steward-
ship of tine, just us there is of money. hm 1 spenaing too much time on 
trival things? Lo 1 bet tied up in doing little fiddly things? I must 
get better, truer perspective. A vacation is not a cessation of activity, 
but a change of activity. A Retreat is a vacation with God - --not rest, 
but refreshment. 

A Retreat is an offering to God. I will try to dedicate this time to 
Him. I get discouraged so easily, but I will make the best offering I can. 
There was a professional beggar who went to the highway on which the hing 
would ride. he wanted to ask alms. When the king came, the beggar held 
out his begging-bowl. But the king held out his hands to ash a, gift from 
the beggar. He loved his king, so he gave his bowl. It WES his livelihood, 
his all. The king took the gift, but later returned it, filled with gold. 
What can we beggars give to God? 

1. Another crack at meditating. 
2. More time on our knees. 
3. Some time in this RetreEt analyzing our present prEyer life, maybe 

starting afresh. 
We are often too polite to God. Our prayer books tell us to thank God 

at the end of the thy for His blessings, when perhays we should say what we 
feel: "Father, it's been a hell of E day:" We need to pur out our feel-
ings to sone one. he do this to a friend perhaps and it may hurt or hurm 
him. But it can't hurt God or insult him. he will say, "Yes, I knowl", 
end help you to see it us He sses it. Perhaps you will have to say, "God, 
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be merciful to me, e sinner." We should come to God sing, "Deer Lord, 
I must tell you about Et5,  day. help me,to see the velues I heve missed." 

Silence in Retreet is en importent discipline. It helps us to be in 
a receptive mood, open to the suggestions of the holy Spirit. then we say, 
"Lord, whet do you went me to dog" - we ere taking a risk: God is not in 
heaven to do our will; we are on earth to do his will. 

God is not deed: If He ever seems to be, it is because we have failed 
to listen, to tune in to His Presence End His Voice. 

In those days, cEme Mohn the Beptist...saying, "Repent ye; for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand:" - St. Matt. 3:1,2. 

John had fine parents: his father wes a priest of the Temple; his mother 
yes a pious woman. They named their son "John" - "gift of God." They 
recognized, as parents, that they were stewards, End they helped him to dis-
cover and fulfill his vocation. Neighbors may have stid, "Why doesn't that 
young man work at a job, and date young women?" But 2,echelies and Elisabeth 
understood. John sought the solitude of the desert to listen to God. When 
mn listens, God speeks: John pondered the tragedy of mankind, the corrup-
tion, the abilities unused, God's creetion gone to weeds. John had no 
illusions about his vocetion. he wes to be a sign-boerd, pointing the way. 
John was en ascetic - food and clothes were of little account, only things to 
assist him to the end for which he wes created. his burning spirit within 
wes a passion which could only be satisfied by the love of God. 

We, too, heve "Madison Avenue" pressing on us. We work madly for e 
currency. thet cannot be exchenged on leaving the country. "You cen't teke it 
with you." "Ply kingdom is not of this world," seid Jesus. We are foreigners, 
just passing through this world. Eb ,  Beytiam we beceme citizens of the Lang-
dom. le ere exiles in e world whose natives have lower standerds. God sees 
them through by hook or crook, but he expects more from us. A advetion irmy 
lass asked a fine-looking gentleman, "Are you sevedY" He seid, "I um e 
Bishop:" She then sEid, "Don't let that stand in your wey:" We cennot 
stend on our laurels. 

We would like to know what our grades ere in God's sight. But His wey 
of &ading might pass one person with a grade of "25" who had made the most 
of his opportunities, end flunk another with a grade of "75" but capeble of 
winning E. .95.. 

John used the figures of a winnowing fn which separetes chaff from 
good grain, End that of a farmer, axe in hand, looking at trees which could 
but didn't bear fruit. The Judgment is the uncomfortable part of the Gospel. 
Some of us do not take ell of the Gospel, for there are parts that macs us 
squirm. 

Fr. Hellett read a joem by Studdert-hennedy, a yriest of the Church and 
Chaplein in World Wer I, entitled "Well?" - summarized here: 

A soldier tells his dream (in cockney English). he had alweys thought 
of the Judgment es a court of lew with record books with every item noted. 
But in his dreem he sees himself on the shore of e great sea, stretching end-
lessly. Then there is the dawning of a Presence. "There before me, Some One 
stood, just looking down on me: 10 life came back to me, scene by scene. Ply 
wife, my friends, even the London whore, they looked et me. And e Voice said, 
'Ye did it all to 1461 For their souls were Pune:" As he looked, he saw in 
each the Eyes of Christ: And he heard the Voice say, "Well?" he asked the 
Presence, "Please, can I go to hell?" And then he stood there and loolpd at 
him, and he answeredt "h0: lou can't: That hell is for the-blind, and not 
for those who see. You know thet you have earned it, lad, so you must follow 
Ple: Follow AE on the paths of pain, seeing what you have seen, until al last 
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you build the 'Is' with the bricks of the 'Might-have-been:" The soldier 
finds the Judgment is not e great white throne end court of law. "There 
ain't no throne, End there Ein't no books. It's HIM thet you've got to see:" 

John the Baptist sew the world clearly and it teak humility to ecknowl-
edge he WLS only e sign-post. We too need humility, to be utterly self-
forgetful. We don't prectice modesty Lnd humility. Only be becoming totelly 
involved in our vocation, can we become unawEre of the scratches incurred 
&long the rough pcth. When we can reach e point where we can think, "I am 
reelly a very ordinary person, but God geve me e wonderful vocation - to be 
His deaconess, his servant, his witness:" how many souls ere restlessly 
seeking God: Where ere they going to find him, unless they see some of the 
likeness of Christ in Us? He must incxeese. I must decrease." God must 
be seen more and more, end we ordinLry people less end less. Let us listen 
to God. he will give us e message. Repent: 

Perheps in this Retreat there is nothing new, but there is velue in 
stepping out of ordimry life to ue reminded of the importent fundamentels. 
Repentance is such. 

Two people lived in a beeutiful garden. In the midst there wes e lovely 
tree. As the women walked one day she heard the serpent sey, "Good efternoonl" 
to which she responded. "Whet a. beautiful tree," he said. "Whet wonderful 
fruit: You haven't tested it heelly, you should. Let: Try it:" It did 
look good. It tested good, too. When the men came, she seid, "This testes 
good. Try it:" Suddenly they reelized uhet they hed done. They looked et 
each other. But nothing heppened. meybe disobedience did not matter after 
ell. But in the cold dreary night, they knew they hed spoiled their reletion 
to God. Today men say, "God is deed. There is no such thing LS sin." But 
saying so does not change reality. 	in is deliberate disobedience to God. 

There ere two kinds of sin: commission and omission. There ere many 
perebles about sins of emission, whet was not done: the talents, the Foolish 
Virgins, the Levite End the Priest in the Good Samaritan perable, end others. 
For sins of omission ere Ls disastrous es the btd things we do. All in 
builds berriers between the soul end God. 

Before we cen receive God's forgiveness we must repent. There ere 
three parts to repentance: (1) Contrition: this meens we must first 
recognize the sin, which means examining ourselves; we must be sorry, not 
pitying ourselves, but beceuse it has hurt God, and we must firmly desire 
not to do it egLin. (2) Confession: we can't be forgiven unless we ere 
willing to admit ue have done wrong; we must "own up". (3) Amendment: we 
can't be forgiven if we do not intend to try not to commit the sin egain. 

The ftct that God loves us is God's week point. The people we love can 
hurt us the most. If God did not love us so much, our sins could not aurt Him 
so much. Thet is why the Gross is in the heert of God. There is a populer 
idea thet "sin does not really matter much, expeciElly if no nne knows etout 
it." This is L very low standerd. hold it up egeinst the Christien stenderd 
and it just can't sten& It is like the shirt thet just cen't stend up 
agtinst the one truly bright, in tile IV ed. Our conscience es Christians 
must be set at E high standerd. Goa unows our weaknesses. bible talk about 
sin ensleving us is not just talk. bin is a sickness. 1,e Nust come clean 
with God. 'i.e ere not informing God of something He does not lready know. 
A child observed by his ferther to steal must admit his guilt for his father 
to forgive him. 1Ncen retitution is not forgiveness. Nor does forgiveness 
mean the letting off of punishment. Story: A priest found e boy in Church 
sobbing. He told the priest he had stolen money from his father's shop. 
Niave you returned the money?" "Yes, double." "Have you told your father? 
You must do this." The next day the boy returned, all smiles. "I told my 
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father:" "What did he do?" "Nothing: he knew about the money, ana he took 
me up in his Lrms2" 

ke must repent. he must confess. We must firmly purpose to do better. 
Forgiveness is not dependent ow our never sinning again. But we say to God, 
"I Lm almost enslaved by my sin, but I um going to try to amend my life, and 
I need Your help very much." The holy Communion, our central act of worship, 
gives us the greetest help. "Draw near, and tike this Sacrament to your 
cosletrt (comfortis-strengtb)." We must always remember our sinfulness when 
we come to Holy Communion, but it is not enough to ecknowledge sin in gsnerel 
terms. The Generel Confession pre-supposes E specific confession has been 
previously made. To redly grow in grece, it is necessary that every person 
know how to examine herself - to really search out her own sins, End how many 
times. We must "get down to brass tecks." We must be serious with ourselves. 
Only thus can the berrier between ourselves and God be removed, and our re-
lation to God restored. When we sin, we slip backward on the heavenly road; 
God's forgiveness turns us around and sterts us again in the right direction. 

"Dear God, Whose sacred brow 
With thorn wes pierced for me 
O pour Thy blessing on my heed 
That I may trilsk for Thee. 

"Dear Lord, whose sacred Hands 
With nails was pierced for me 
O pour Thy blessing on my hands 
Thet I may work for Thee. 

"Dear God, whose sacred Feet 
With nails were pierced for ihe 
O pour Thy blessing on ny feet 
That 1 mEy follow Thee." 

IV. 
"Remember, Christian soul 	 Some find such en outlook fribhteuing - 

That thou hest this day, and 	newcomers to Christianity, and elso Church 

Every dey of thy life 	 people of long standing, who have never 
God to glorify, 	 really become Christians. 	"I go to Church 

Jesus to imitate, 	 every Sunday; I send my children to Sunday 

The Angels and Saints 	 School; I pledge. 	What more do you went?" 

to invoke. 	 They have sat through services End heard 
A soul to save, 	 nothing. 	When they meet down-to-earth 
A body to mortify, 	 religion, they ere either scared by it or 
Sins to repent of, 	 untoftbeld.. 
Virtues to acquire, 	 "Remember (we need to be reminded) 
Hell to avoid, 	 Christian  
Heaven to gain, 	 The soul is the reel person. 
Eternity to prepare for, 	A priest seized e demonstretoris sign which 

Time to profit by, 	 said, "Man hae no soulj" 	He held it aloft 

Neighbors to edify, 	 in the pulpit. • 	"This is correct. 	Men ha 

The world to despise, 	 no soul, but the soul has ti body:" 	Re- 

Devils to combat, 	 memler you are e Christian soul, mzrked 
Etssions to subdue, 	 with the Cross, the "trade-murk" of Christ. 
Leath perhaps to suffer, 	Auny sins ere committed because we °Leh 
And judgment to undergo." . 	forget we have souls. 

"Thou hest...God to glorifY." Praise 
belongs to God. We want praise for our-
selves, and this is "sinful pride" - the 

most &imaging end cancerous of sins...It blinds us to truth, and to values in 
other people, and destroys as spiritual sins can do. 
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"Jesus to imitate." We imitate him, not by being steeped in the Gospel 

text, but by coming close to Him. If we expose ourselves to Him, we begin to 
see with His eyes. (Husbands and wives often get to look alike.) 

"Angels end saints to invoke." It is valuable for us to remember the 
"Outer Dimension," not only on the horizontal plane, but on the vertical one 
too. They who have gone before have lived, struggled, End died, and we should 
ask these "older brethren" for their prayers. 

"A soul to save and a body to mortify." The soul which lasts forever in-
dwells in a human body for a limited time. It is like the relationship WI 
horse end rider. The soul rides and guides the horse, and disciplines it. 
"Discipline" means learning; E. disciple is a learner. Self-discipline is 
keeping ourselves in order, not a gloomy and depressing idea, but training 
the body to obey. Peorle that think that Christianity is just a jolly thing 
to do on Sunday morning have not gone very far. It is not easy to be 
Christian. If you find it easy, something in wrong. Christianity invades 
all of life. Often we break our resolutions because they are too vague and 
for an indefinite period. Make them for a day; then renew. "Lord, just for 
today. I will..." We recognize the importance of letting children struggle 
to do things for themselves, when we could do for them. God ullows us to do 
things for ourselves. If we do not try, it will not be done. 

"Every day." how long? We don't know. We don't care. Death is a special 
gift to be used. "God to glorify" - this is what the Christian life is all 
about. "Let your light so shins..." - not to pat yourself on the back, but 
to "glorify your Father in heaven." 

"Sins to repent of, Virtues to acquire." Christians are to continue 
Christ's work on earth, his rescue work. Jesus the Saviour came to rescue 
us. The Church is not the representatiie -of an absentee Christ. It is the 
Body of Christ, through wkich he is striving to work in the world. The reason 
for our self-dedication and sanctification is that through us, He my be seen 
and heard and felt. The Church is not a pleasure boat for cruising. It is a 
Life Boat on a rescue mission - a means to an end. 

"Hell to avoid; Heaven to gain." God never sent anyone to Hell. Re does 
everything He can to keep us Out of it. But He will not over-rule our wills. 

"Eternity to prepare for; Time to profit by." Eternity - a timeless world, 
outside of time. While we ars in time, it is a trust to use wisely. 

"Neighbors to edify." Witnessing for Christ. 
"World to despise." It screams at us through news media to sell us on the 

romps and vanities of the world. 
"Devils to combat." They are cunning End clever. subtle and c&ressive. 
"Passions to subdue." 
"Death perhaps to suffer." 
"Judgment to undergo." 

"REMEMBER, chF1bLJ SOUL:" 



IMPRESSIONS OF e NEW DEACONESS ATTENDUNG hER 
FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DEACONESSES 

Dear Fellow Deaconesses: 

It is herd to give a clear impression of my first National Conference, 
because my emotions are so varied. The strongest snd most continuing feeling 
14613 one of joy and gratitude -- for being a part of the Order, for being 
able to be with you all, for meeting many of you for the first time and 
coming to know you just a little. So many of you held written me such loving 
messages on the occasions of my ordination, birthday end anniversary, and 
finally I could picture you and change names into persons. 

I wes impressed by the surroundings, by Deltoven, such a perfect setting 
for a Conference and Retreat, and was especially delighted by the contact 
with the Sisters, who were such charming end gracious hostesses. It wee 
somewhat of a surprise and e definite blessing to share as fully as we did 
in their social hours and times of worship, and to have some of them join 
us at our Retreat. 

I wes very much interested in meeting deaconesses from other communions 
and learning something of their organization and work. Voting to join 
Diekonia is a long step forward in joining forces and uorking together to 
further our common vocation and calling. 

All I can say in closing is that it was a wonderful experience, end 
one which I look forward to having repeated may heppy times in the future. 

Esther Davis, Deaconess 


