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“WE PRAY FOR THY HOLY CHURCH
UNIVERSAL; THAT IT MAY BE 80
GUIDED AND GOVERNED BY THY GOOD
SPIRIT, THAT ALL WHO PROFESS AND
CALL THEMSELVES CHRISTIANS, MAY
BE LED INTO THE WAY OF TRUTH,
AND HOLD THE FAITH IN UNITY OF
SPIRIT, [N THE BOND OF PEACE,
AND IN RIGHTEOUSNESS OF LIFE.’



ADVERTISEMENT.

Tue Board of Missions having been pleased to ask for the publication of the
following Sermon, * with such notes as” the author might *think proper to ap-
pend,” he felt himself embarrassed by a choice of difficulties. As the resolution
was presented after he had left New-York, by a lamented brother since deceased,
he could obtain no explanation of its precise object. If he merely named his au-
thorities, little or no benefit could be derived from the titles of books which are not
accessible to the generality of hisreaders. On the other hand, if he attempted to
quote largely, the topics of discourse were so various, that the notes would have
far exceeded the text in guantity. He therefore determined to take up the most
important points, and exhibit a concise summary of their ¢vidence in the shape of
an Appendix. As he advanced; however, his materials swelled in size and import-
ance, and the investigation demanded an amount of time and labour of which at
the first he had formed no conception. Unwilling to lay before the public any
evidence which he had not himself accurately weighed, he has, during the past
year, devoted all the time he could spare from professional duties to this object ;
and whathe has written will constitute a volume, which he proposes to publish as
soon as it can be completed. In the mean time he respectfully offers to the Board
of Missions, and to the members of the Protestant Episcopal Church gene-
rally, the Sermon as it was preached, with such notes only as he thought might
be useful and acceptable to his Brethren. S.F. J

Hariford, May 24th, 1837.



“ PESEECHING THEE TO INSPIRE CON-
TINUALLY THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH
WITH THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, UNITY
ANXD CONCORD : AND GRANT THAT
ALL THEY WHO DO CONFESS THY
HOLY NAME MAY AGREE IN THE
TRUTH OF THY HOLY WORD, AND
LIVE IN UNITY AND GODLY LOVE,”



CHRISTIAN UNITY

NECESSARY FOR THE

CONVERSION OF THE WORLD.

ST, JOHN xvii, 20, 21,

NEITHER PRAY 1 FOR THESE ALONE, BUT FOR THEM ALSO WHICH
SHALL BELIEVE ON ME THROUGH THEIR WORD ;

THAT THEY ALL MAY BE ONE; AS THOU, FATHER, ART IN ME, AND
I IN THEE, THAT THEY ALSO MAY BE ONE IN US; THAT THE
WORLD MAY BELIEVE THAT THOU HAST SENT ME.

Tur first celebration of that Holy Sacrament by which
Christians are bound to live together in unity and godly
love—was the occasion, Fathers and Brethren,on which these
words were uttered by our divine Lord. With the prayer of
which they form a part, he closed the only portion of the
priestly office which he could perform on earth ; and it bears
an obvious analogy to that prayer for the whole state of the
militant Church, which, in substance, hath ever since, in
every part of the Christian world, formed a portion of the
sacramental solemnity. "

If I am not mistaken, the very structure of this prayer has
reference to the great object, for the promotion of which we
are now assembled. Our Saviour first declares his power
over all mankind, and that it is the great purpose of his me-
diatorial kingdom to bring men to the saving knowledge of
the one true God, and the “one mediator between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus.”* He then divides all men into
two classes ; one whom he calis the world, meaning, as it
would seem, the guilty, the corrupt, the unrepentant, and the
unconverted; the other, whom he speaks of as given to him

*1 Tim. ii. 5.
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of his Father, and whom he mentions with such tenderness,
that even the false and perjured traitor himself has no other
epithet than that of the lost child.* These he describes as
keeping God’s word, as believing in him, as being sanctified,
as having, in a word, the means of grace and the hopes of
glory. He speaks of others, as believing on him through
their ministrations, and includes such likewise in his petitions.
Having thus described, he speaks of both with deep solici-
tude, as being in, though not of the world, as being hated by
the world, as having been protected from evil during his pre-
sence, but as needing in his absence, to be preserved by the
power of God. He then prays for them, and not for the
world, because its welfare was included in theirs; and the
chief, and often repeated object of his petition is, that they
may be one, as the Son is with the Father, and the Father
with the Son.

It is impossible to analyze, and to meditate on the contents
of this prayer, without being strongly impressed with the
tender love of the Saviour for the souls of men ; nor can we
fail to perceive, that the Church is there considered as sent
forth into the world, by which it is hated, and against which
it must be protected ; while, at the same time, THAT VERY
CHURCH Is APPOINTED AS THE GREAT INSTRUMENT FOR
THE CONVERSION OF THE WORLD. It must be protected, by
the power of God, by the sanctifying influences of the Spirit,
by the truth of his word ; and the success of its efforts must
mainly depend, on that unity of affection, will and purpose,
by which alone it can resemble the ineffable union of the
Holy Trinity.

It would seem, indeed, as if the Saviour had taken that
occasion, to warn the members of his Church, with his dying

*John xvil. 12. “ Those that thou gavest me have I kept, and none of them
is lost but that lost child, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.” Abp. Cran-
mer’s version. So also Luther: “ Die du mir gegeben hast, die habe ich bewabh-
ret, und st keiner von ihnen verloren, ohne das verlorne kind, dass die Schrift
erfillet wiirde.”
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testimony, that their divisions would retard the operations of
his mighty purposes. For so necessary did he consider the
unity of the Church, that fAree times in the course of this
prayer does he mention it, and fwice does he assert, that
without it the world will not believe and be saved. One of
these assertions will be found in the twenty-third verse ; the
other, forms a portion of the text. Our Saviour prays, for
all who should believe on himthrough the word of his apos-
tles—that is, for the Church on the day of Pentecost,—for us
who are here present,—for the Church which now is,—for
the Church which shallbe until the end of time ;~—that they
all may be one, as thou Father art in me, and Iin thee, that
they also may be one in us—that the world may believe
that thou hast sent me.

1 propose then to show,

First, That the ill-suceess of missions is owing to the want of
unity ; |

Secondly, That those professing Christians have most reason
to hope for success, who are the least guilty of violating
that unity ; and hence,

Thirdly, I shall proceed to suggest some considerations
which may encourage us in the great work we have
now undertaken.

May the Holy Spirit shed abroad in our hearts that love of
the Saviour and of our brethren, which may enable us, by
promoting their salvation, to glorify his name to the ends of
the earth !

I

The four great characteristics of that unity which our Sa-
viour requires as necessary for the conversion of the world, are
summed up in the second chapter of the Acts: “ They that
gladly received the word were baptized ; and they continued
stedfastly in the Apostles’ doctrine, and fellowship, and
in breaking of bread, and in prayers.”*

* Acts ii. 41, 42,
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The first characteristic is stedfastness in the Apostles’
doctrine.

St. Paul, in his Epistles to Timothy, requires of him to “take
heed to TeE doctrine,”* and to “hold fast the form of sound
words ;"t and one of the latest of the inspired writers speaks
of contending earnestly «for the faith, once delivered to the
saints.”t It 1s called one faith; and is supposed to be as
much known and as fully recognised by Christians, as are
“one God, one Lord, and one baptism.”$

The second characteristic includes an adherence to the
ministers of apostolic suecession.

The word itself (xovwviz) here translated fellowship, and
elsewhere communion, denotes that internal union in the
members of one body, which may be compared to the circu-
lation of sap in the vegetable, or of blood in the animal king-
dom. Christians are required to have communion or fellow-
ship, with the Father; with the Son; with the Holy Ghost;
with the Apostles as the sources of all ministerial authority.|
There is also the communion or fellowship of the prosperous
with the afflicted ; of those parts of the Church which are
rich in the means of grace, the capacities of knowledge, and
the ability to give, with those which are perishing for lack of
vision. In a word, fellowship is that pervading and ani-
mating spirit which constitutes the communion of saints in
the one holy catholic and apostolic church, so that «whe-
ther one ‘member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or
one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.”**

The third and fourth characteristics need no comment.

+1 Tim. iv. 16. +2 Tim, 1. 13. tJude v. 3.

§ Ephes. iv. 5, 6; and see especially v. 13. i 1 John i. 3. 2 Cor. xiii. 13,

T Rom. xv. 26, 27.Phil. iv. 14, 15. comp. with 1 Cor. xvi. 1,2,3. 2 Cor.
viii. 1—4; ix. 1, 2; xi. 8, 9.

#+ ] Cor. xii. 26. The author feels some hesitation in referring to a sermon
preached by him, many years ago, before the Annual Convention of New-York,
because it is probably out of print and not accessible to the reader. The sub-
ject of communion was, however, discussed in a note to that s¢rmon more fully
than it could well be in the present discourse.
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The former, is the constant and freqnent reception together
of the holy communion, called in the New Testament, the
breaking of bread ; the latter is the uniting together, at stated
times and seasons, in the several acts of public worship. At
every period of time, therefore, Christians are required to form
one body, by continning stedfastly in the Apostles’ doctrine
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayer.

Now, if we examine by this rulethe state of the Primitive
Church, we shall find that all these characteristics of unity
were preserved till about the middle of the fifth century.

It is true that there were heresies even in the apostolic
age. “They went out from us,” says St. John, “but they
were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no
doubt have continued with us.”* But, in comparison with the
great body of Christians, these were few and inconsiderable.
They proceeded, not from any mistaken views of divine truth,
but from the wild reveries of a deceitful philosophy. Their
very extravagance prevented any influence over sober sense,
and ardent piety. They were the effervescence of human
corruption, rising like bubbles to the surface, bursting there
one after another, and each in its turn disappearing forever.

Even the most formidable of all departures from the apos-
tolic doctrine, I mean the Arian and the Macedonian heresies,
the one denying the divinity of the Son, the other, the perso-
nality of the Holy Ghost,—even these, violent and extended
as they were for a season, had no permanent existence or in-
fluence. 'The penumbral varieties with which the Sun of
. Righteousness is obscured, may afford a grateful shelter tothose
who hate his beams, but even when darkest they are transi-
tory. A deep sense of the enormity of sin, of the holiness of
God, of the weakness of man, will always lead to the exalta-
tion of the Saviour. The joy shed abroad in the heart by the
Holy Ghost, and the light whichthe same Divine Spirit sheds
over the word of God, when it is read with an humble and

* 1 John 1i. 19,
2



10

teachable frame of mind, will produce the conviction that He
is our divine teacher and comforter. On these points, there-
fore, the great body of professing Christians always have been,
and always will be, orthodox. The Nicene Creed, confirmed
by the Council of Constantinople, and professed by those of
Ephesus and Chalcedon, was unanimously admitted in every
part of the Christian Church, with the exception of one word
which, in the bitterness of controversy, the Eastern, after-
wards accused the Western Church of surreptitiously intro-
ducing.*

The apostolic ministry, consisting of the three orders of

* Referenee ishere made to that article in the Nicene, or more properly the
Constantinopolitan Creed, which relates to the procession of the Holy Ghost.
The Creed, as established by the: Council of Nice, in 325, being directed solely
against the errors of the Arians, had nothing more with relation to the Holy
Ghost than the words of the more ancient creeds,—«al eis rd Zytov wveipa, and
[we believe] in the Holy Ghost; and thus it continued until the first council of
Constantinople, in 381, called the second general council, in which the errors of
Macedonius werecondemned, Thisarticle was then enlarged as follows: xaieis ro
nvchpa v dytov [ro kbpeov 18 {womaidv, T6 ik Tof warpds Ekmopeubpevov, Td oy marpl kal Hed
cupmpoakvrolpevor kal cuvdofalbpevov, To Nakioawy didt riv wpognrdn.] *‘ And [we be-
lieve] in the Holy Ghost, [who is Lord, who quickeneth or giveth life, who
proceedeth from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is together wor-
shipped, and together glorified, who spake by the prophets.]” All the Eastern
Christians, by whatever name they may be called, agree with the Greek Church
in the profession of this Creed. The Latin Church reads thus: * Et in Spiritum
Sanctum Dominum, et vivificantem ; qui ex Patre FiLioue procedit ; quicum Pa-
tre et Filio simul adoratur, et conglorificatur: qui locutus est per prophetas.”
Who proceedeth from the Father aNv THE SoN. W hen the word Ftliogue was
first introdueed, is one of the darkest points in ecclesiastical history. The author
Teserves it, therefore, for more extended consideration hereafter. He thinks it
necessary, however, to guard the reader against the impression that it was in-
troduced surreptitiously. T%e Latin Church was not represented in the Council
of Constantinoples and the Western Bishops had as much right to express their
views of Scripture truthas the Eastern. Unfortunate as events have proved it
to be that the addition was ever made, it was not done dishonestly. One of the
best English dissertations on the subject may be found in Dr., afterwards Bp.,
Stillingfleet’s defence of the Greek Church, in his “ Rational Account of the
Grounds of the Protestant Religion,” or Vindication of Abp. Laud’s Book
against Fisher the Jesuit. Lond. fol. 1664. p. 6—40.
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bishops, priests and deacons, existed every where ; and all
Christians, so far fromthinking of separating themselves from
their fellowship, would have considered such a separation as
the greatest of earthly evils. A Christian,” to use the words
of Bishop Horne, “furnished with proper credentials from
his bishop, might travel through the world from east to west,
and from north to south, and be received to communion with
his brethren, in any part of the globe then known.”*

The liturgies and formularies in general use, bore so re-
markable an affinity, as to induce the belief, that they could
be traced even to the Apostolic Age.

I repeat it, therefore, that the Christian world, or Catholic
Church, in the proper sense of that much abused term,agreed
in all the essentials of Christian unity, until abeut the middle
of the fifth century.

During this period of unity, the progress made by the
Christian faith is, perhaps, the most surprising fact recorded
in history. At the time of our Saviour’s birth, the decree
had gone forth that all the world should be taxed.t By the
word rendered in our translation “ the world,” was meant the
Roman Empire.t Its division at that time was into king-
doms, provinces, and free eities or colonies. In all these di-
visions, the chief cities were called metropolitan ; and even a
cursory inspection of the subject will show, that when the
Apostles obeyed the command to “go into all the world,”$
their first object was, to plant a Church in every one of these

* See the 47th Sermon in the series of Bp. Horne’s occasional discourses, en-
titled * On Christian Unity.” Edit. Oxford, 1794. vol. iv. p. 93.

f8t. Luke ii. 1. Enrolled in order to be taxed—droypdgecfar rdcar xiw oikov-
FEVVIV.

T '"H oixovuévn means properly ‘“ the whole habitable earth, orbis terrarum ha-
bitatus. But it was an effect of Roman pride to use this term by synecdoche for
the Roman Empire, Orbis Romanus. See Wetstein N. T., vol. i. p. 497, and
658.

§ St. Mark xvi. 15—nopevbévres sis rov KOEMON &ravra, not ¢ls riw oixovpévap.
Kéopos is the most comprehensive term that could have been used.
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metropolitan cities.* As an illustration of this remark it may
be observed, that St. John has mentioned the seven cities of
Asia in the order and dignity of their civil geography.t
And the fact is undeniable, that nearly all the colonial and
free cities of the empire had churches during the Apostolic
Age. If we may credit the most ancient historians, the Apos-
tles went even beyond the bounds of the Roman empire.
Not only was the Church extended through Asia Minor,
Syria, Mesopotamia, Egypt, the principal islands of the Medi-
terranean, Greece, Thrace, Illyricum, and Italy, but perhaps
to Spain and the British Islands on the West, to Scythia on
the North, and Persia and India within the Ganges on the
East. “He put on wings” says the eloquent Chrysostom,
speaking of Paul the apostle, “and traversed every land
which the sun surveyed; not simply travelling through it,
but rooting up the thorns of wickedness and sowing the seed
of religion, expelling error and introducing truth.”f 1If this
be hyperbolical with regard to the labours of St. Paul, it is
good testimony as to the extent of the Church in the fourth
century. Certainly by the middle of the fifth, the time I have
mentioned, in addition to the countries already enumerated,
may be named Gaul and Germany in Europe, Ethiopia,
Nubia, Liybia, Mauritania, and indeed all that was known of

* ‘ Ecclesiarum toto orbe Romano dispersarum, distributionem, ordinem, dig-
nitatem, potestatem, limites censuisse Ecclesiasticam antiquitatem ac definivisse
pro civili ratione, xari rovs mokirixods rémovg ad civilem formam, notius est ex ca-
nonibus, et praxi vetere, quam ut demonstrari debeat.” Such is the concession
of the learned andcandid Presbyterian, Frederic Spanheim. Geograph. Sac. et
Ecclesiast. Lug. Bat. 1701, fol. p. 5.

t “ Eodem fere ordine locate & Johanne quem habuére inter sese, ratione et
Statdscivilis, et magnitudinis, et sitds geographiei.” Spanhemii Geog. Sacr.
et Eccles. ut sup. p. 63.

t 8t. Chrysost. delaudibus S. Pauli Apost. Hom. 1. Opp.ed Montfaue, vol. 2.
p. 477. D. E.—8o, in the fourth Homily, he says of St. Paul, that ¢ within the
space of scarcely thirty years he was able to lead into the truth, the Romans,
Persians, Indians, Scythians, Ethiopians, Sauromatians, Parthians, Medes,
Saracens, and almost the whole race of mankind.” Opp. ut sup. vol. 2. p.
494. C.
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Africa, Arabia, the greater and the lesser Armenia, the re-
gions beyond the Caspian and the Euxine, and possibly
even China itself From the letter of Constantine to the
King of Persia, preserved by Eusebius,* it is evident that
there must have been an immense number of Christians in
that kingdom. For he speaks of the finest provinces as filled
with Christians ; and Sozomen mentions that Adiabene, the
chief province, was almost entirely christianized.t The let-
ter of the Exmperor, so far from aiding the Christians, excited
political jealousies in the breast of the Persian monarch. In
330 a severe persecution began which lasted forty-three or
forty-four years, and terminated only with the death of
Sapor.} The very circumstances of this persecution show
that the Persian Church, on account of its supposed connec-
tion with the religion of the empire, was formidable for its
numbers. Sozomen expressly says that Sapor forbade the
fire-worshippers to exercise their fury upon common Chuis-
tians. 'They were to select only the bishops, priests, deacons
and other persons consecrated to the service of the Church.
He says it would be difficult to tell how many suffered mar-
tyrdom, but that the men and women, whose names were
known, amounted to sixteen thousand.§ From these pre-
mises we may fairly infer that the Church in Persia was ex-
tremely flourishing ; and from the review of all that has been
said, the assertion will not, I trust, be deemed hazardous, that
the Church was in fact more extensive at the middle of the
fifth century than it ever has been since.

Let us then inquire by what calamity its progress was ar-

* Euseb. de vita Const, Lib. iv, ¢. 8—13. +Sozom, H, E. Lib. ii. ¢. 12.

3 For the anachronism of Sozomen, into which it was easy and natural to
fall, respecting the date of the persecution, and that of Constantine’s letter, the
remarks of Pagi and Valesius, and the variorum notes in Reading’s edition of
the Ecclesiastical Historians, are to be consulted. As to the date and conti-
nuance of the persecution, I have preferred the authority of Assemani, as rest-
ing on the Eastern* writers themselves, who, of course, would know more on
that subject than the Greeks, § Sozom, H. E. Lib. ii. ce. 12, 13, 14.
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rested ; and why, for mote than twelve centuries, the light
of the gospel has been in some parts extinguished, and in
others, burning dimly, while the attempts to carry it into the
regions of utter darkness have been so unsuccessful.

It is, doubtless, familiar to your minds, Fathers and Bre-
thren, that a jurisdiction which had grown up in the Church
rather as a usage than as a right, was established by the sixth
Canon of the Council of Nice, as belonging to the Bishops
of Alexandria, Antioch, and Rome ;* that by the third Canon
of the Council of Constantinople, the Bishop of that See,
formerly so inconsiderable, was to rank next in honour to the
Bishop of Rome, being thus placed over the heads of Alex-
andria and Antioch, for the reason assigned by the Council
that Constantinople was new Rome ; and consequently that
the Bishop of Rome had precedence for the reason assigned
at a later period, because that was the Imperial city. Itis
important to mark these circumstances, because they furnish
us with a clue to the motives of many important transac-
tions.

In the year 412, the ambitious and turbulent Cyril became
Bishop of Alexandria; and in 428, Nestorius, a monk from
Antioch, of exemplary private character, was made Bishop
of Constantinople. He seems to have accepted his high
office from the purest motives; but his goodness was sullied
by the severity which he exercised towards the Arians. A
persecutor himself, the cup of bitterness which he had forced
others to taste, he was soon made to drink even to the very
dregs. Condemned in 431 by the Council of Ephesus, in

* Such I believe to be the common impression respecting this celebrated
Canon; and such was my own when this discourse was written. But a more
close examination of the subject has led me to believe, that the sixth Canou of
the Council of Nice did not establish the patriarchal jurisdiction, but only pre-
pared the way for it; and that it was never fully established any where until
the time of the Council of Chalcedon, a. 451. The evidence of this will be
exhibited hereafter; in the mean time I refer the learned reader to Bishop Beve-
rege’s Annotations, in the second volume of his Pandectz Canonum.
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which Cyril presided, deposed from his See, sent first to Ara-
bia, then to the humble cell from which he had been elevated,
and afterwards banished to an Qasis in the Lybian desert,
where he died, his misfortunes entitle him to our pity,
heightened, as we shall soon perceive, by the conviction of
their injustice.*

Cyril in his turn became the object of obloquy; and per-
haps it was fortunate for his fame, that he died in 444. For
Eutyches, who claimed to be his pupil, followed him in his
opposition to the doctrines of Nestorius to such a degree, that
in the year 451 he himself was condemned in the fourth
general Council, assembled at Chalcedon. In that Council,
by the influence of the Emperor, exerted to procure addi-
tional honours for Constantinople, the seeds of new dissen-
sions were sown. By the twenty-eighth Canon, which
claimed to be only explanatory of the third Canon of the
second general Council, it was set forth that the city of New
Rome, being honoured with Empire and a Senate, and enjoy-
ing equal privileges with ancient Imperial Rome, should also
be equally exalted in ecclesiastical matters. The same
Canon provided that all Bishops of Pontus, Asia, and Thrace,
dwelling in the countries of barbarians, that is, out of the
limits of the Roman Empire,t should be consecrated by the
Bishop of Constantinople, and be subject to his jurisdiction.
This, of course, subjected to him the Bishops of ancient
Scythia or Tartary, and those of the Medes, Persians and

* Socrates H. E. Lib. vii. cc. 29, 31, 32, 34. La Croze Histoire du Christia-
nisme des Indes. Tome i., p. 12. Bayle Dictionnaire Historique et Critique.
Tome iii. Art. Nestorius. Assemani Bibl. Orient. Tom. iii. pars 2. de Syris
Nestorianis, cap. iil. p. 67. According to this last author Nestorius died in the
Thebaid

t By rofs BapBapucois. Qmnia nimirum loca Imperio Romano non subjecta
Barbara olim et Barbarica a Romanis ipsis appellata sunt; uttotus Orbis Ro-
manus, una voce Romania dicta est. Et Populi ultra limites Imperii Romani
degentes Barbari audierunt omnes. Beverigii Annotationes in Canones Cone.
Chaleed. p. 125.
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Parthians.* This measure not only fomented the jealousy
already existing between the Bishops of Old and New Rome,
but it led, as we shall soon see, to other evils in the countries
beyond the Roman limits.

Acacius, having been made Bishop ‘of Constantinople in
the year 471, the Emperor Zeno, by his advice, attempted to
heal the existing divisions. In 482 an act of reconciliation
was published, in which the doctriue of the four Councils
was fully recognised, but all allusion to the Council of Chal-
cedon, as possessing authority, was studiously avoided.t

This gave offence to Felix, who, in the year 483, became
Bishop of Rome ; and the next year he excommunicated Aca-
cius, because he would not submit to hisauthority. Acacius,
supported by the emperor, and the whole of the Greek clergy,
retorted the excommunication; aud thus a rupture ensued
between the Greek and Roman churches, which was never
after effectually healed.

Thus within the period of fifty-three years, from 431 to 484,
we find the Christian Church divided into four great sects,
known by the names of the Nestorians or Chaldeans; the
Monophysites or Jacobites ; the Greeks, or, as they are term-
ed in the East, the Melchites ; and the Romans or Latins.
The Nestorians and Jacobites occupy the two patriarchates
of Antioch and Alexandria, and the regions east of the Roman
empire ; the Greeks or Melchites, the patriarchate of Con-
stantinople ; and the Latins that of Rome.

*+ Balsamon interprets this Canon so as to exclude the Eastern Christians,
who, he says, receive ordination from Amntioch; but he is obliged to acknow-
ledge that a different construction had been put upon it: obyi dvarediks &g pac:
Twiés.

t In this fvwriksr or Decree of Union, the Nicene Creed, as confirmed by the
Council of Constantinople, is declared to be that of all Christians; the Council
of Ephesus is commended ; Nestortus and Eutyches are condemned ; the twelve
articles set forth by Cyril, * of blessed memory,” received ; and the doctrine of
the Council of Chalcedon, affirmed. But the Council itself is but once named,
and that inthe following manner: ¢ Whosoever thinketh or believeth otherwise,
either now or ever, whether he be of Chalcedon, or any other Council, him we
do anathematize,”
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Justice requires that we _]udge of thesé.Christians, not by
the representation of their adversanes but by their own words
and actlons :

Itis, to say the Ieast, very- doubtful whether Nestorius -held
the doctrine imputed to him. During the hedts occasioned
by the Arian heresy, the title of Mother of God had been ap-
plied to the Virgin Mary ; and the Patriarch began to fear
that it might lead to the worship of her person. Yet in'a ser-
mon to the people he told them, that “if any well-meaning
Christians took a fancy to this title, he would not object, pro-
vided they did not malke a goddess of the Virgin.”—¢ God:
the Word,” said he, in another sermon, “was not different
after his incarnation from what he was before. There was
still in both but one person to be adored by every creature.”
And so in his Epistle to Alexander, Bishop of Hierapolis, he
says, “ Ofthe two natures there is but one authority, one viz-
tue, one power, and one person, according to one dignity.” In
all this, where is there any heresy ? - And in what respect, 1

“should be glad to know, does this differ from the doctnne of
the Council which condernned him ?

But whatever may have been the sentiments of Nestorius,
the Eastern Christians who were considered as his followers
rejected the title as a calumny. « Nestorius,” said they, “was
not our patriarch, but the patriarch of Constantinople. He
was a Greek, and we are Syrians, We do not even under-
stand his language ; nor did he ever propagate his doctrines-
in our territories. Why should we be called by the name of

-a new doctor ? OQur religion is most ancient and apostohc, re-:
ceived from the time of the Apostles who taught among us. If
Nestorlus beheved as we do, he follawed us, not we hlm "t

*Assemam Bib. Orient. Tom. iii. pars 2. de 8yris Nestorianis, pp. 192 193

t+ ¢ Nestoriani tamen per injuriam et immerito nuncupati sunt; quandoqm— -
dem nec Nestorius eorum patriarcha fuit, nec ejus linguam mtelhgebant "
¢ Nestorius eos sequutus est, non ipsi Nestorium.” Ebed Jesus ap. Assemani
Bib. Or. Tom. iil. p. 355. * Car Orientales appellati sunt Nestoriani, et quis.
- Nestorii Patriarchze Constantinopolitani nomen iis imposuit, quum-ille Gracus
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Similar language is used by those called Monophysites, res-
pecting the errors attributed to them. Asscmani, the learned li-
brarian of the Vatican, himself a Syrian, though of the Roman
Communion, admits that the greater and sounder part of these
scctaries, as he terms them, deserted, even from the very be-
ginning, the doctrines of Eutyches, relating to the confusion
and blending of the two natures in Christ, and did not even
scruple to pronounce against him their anathema. He ad-
mits also that the doctrine of Xenayas, and not of Eutyches,
1s that which the Jacobites follow even to this day; and he
states the doctrine of Xenayas to be, that there is one nature
in Christ, composed of the divine and human; but free from
all conversion, confusion, or mixture. ¢ Thus,” he adds, ¢ the
Son, who is one of the Trinity, hath united to himself per-
sonally in the womb of the Mother of God, abody endowed
with a rational soul and mind.”* What is this but to assert
that Christ1s perfect God, and perfectman? ‘We cannot but
lament that the adorable mystery of the Incarnation should be
thus profanely made the subject of vain jangling. But,
making due allowance for the imperfections of language, and
the confusion of men’s minds under the influence of their pas-
sions, here is a plain recognition of the orthodox doctrine,
¢ neither confounding the person,nor dividing the substance.”
Indeed, the two bodies of Eiastern Christians, of whom we are

esset, ipsi vero Syri, qui hominem nunquam vidissent, nec is terras eorum per-
lustrasset.”  Amrus Matthel apud Assemani Bib. Or. ut supr. p. 587.

But Socrates (H. E. Lib. vii. ¢. 29,) says, that Nestorius was born in Ger-
manicia, a city of Syria. How this is to be reconciled with the assertion of
Amrus that he was a Greek, it isdifficult to say, unless we suppose he was born
in Syria, of Greek parents. He was educated in a monastery by Diodorus of
Tarsus, and ordained a Presbyter of the Church of Antioch.

* See Diss. de Monophysitis, $§. i. and v. prefixed to Bib. Or. Tom. i1. “ Fi-
lius qui unus ex Trinitate est, univit sibi personaliter corpus anima rationali et
mente preeditum in utero Deiparentis.  INon ante formatum corpus quam verbo
unitum, sed in puncto temporis et formatum et unitum.  In hoe Christus natus,
in hoc enutritus, in hoc passus, in hoc mortuus.  Divinitas Filil nec passa, nec
mortua.” Xenayas, Bishop of Mabug, apud Assemani Bib. Or. Tom. 1i. p. 25,
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now speaxing, are notonly equally orthodox with the Greek
and Roman churches, on the subjects of the Trinity and In-
carnation, but, as we shall see more partieularly hereafter, vast-
" ly superior to them both, in the purity with which they have
preserved the ancient doctrme and discipline of the Catholic
Church.

There must have been, therefore, other motwes to keep
alive dissension ; and a sufficient one is ‘presented in the po-
litical condition of the patties. From the period when the
emperors became Christian, they intermeddled, more or less,
with ecclesiastical affairs. As is usual with men of worldly
minds, most of them sought to make religion subservient to
worldly purposes. Constantinople was te be elevated at the
expense of Alexandria, Antioch, and Rome. They even at-
tempted, through the instrumentality of religion, to legislate-
beyond the limits of théir empire. - Hence the decree of
Chalcedon, requiring the Bishops resident among Barbarians
to be conmsecrated by the Patriarch of Constantinople, and
amenable to his jurisdiction. The first opposition to the
~ Council of Ephesus was made by the Patriarch of Antioch,
and the Syrian Bishops. The first refusal to accept its de-
crees, proceeded from: the Persian School ‘at FEldessa, the
Theological Seminary, if I may use a modern term, of the
Church in Persia. - This school was consequently suppressed
by the Emperor,its buildings demolished, and its teachers and
~ pupils banished,* What was the consequence? They were
received with open arms in Persia, and those teachers were

#* The School of Edessa, a city of Mesopotamia, was in fame inferior only to
- that of Alexandria; and all the Christian youth under the Persian Government
were taught there. At the time of the Council of Ephesus it was under Rabu-
las, the Bishop of that See, who, with Ibas a presbyter, afterwards his successor,
had espoused the cause of Nestorius. Maro, a presbyter of Edessa who taught'
in the school, and several Persians who were there pursuing their studies, among
whom were Acacius, Barsaumas, Maanes, Absotas, John of Garma, Micah,
Paul, Abraham, Narses, and Ezelias, held the same sentiments. Rabulas after-
wards changed sides, and espoused the cause of Cyril; but could not shake the-
constancy of Ibas, Maro, and the Persian scholars. He therefore drove them
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immediately made bishops.* The King of Persia favoured
them, for the same political reason which led the Emperor to
oppress them ; and his only reason for afierwards driving
the Monophysites from his kingdom was, that he confounded
them with the Greeks, who were branded with the odious
name of Melchites, or adherents of the emperor.t

1 might, by a similar induction of facts, account for the
jealousics which prevailed among the Monophysites; and
also for the strife which began between the Greek and Ro-
man Churches. 'That it had nothing to do in reality with
the question of orthodoxy is evident from the fact, that all
the contending parties continued to use the same Creeds and
the same Liturgies as those which were in use in their respec-
tive Churches before the schism.

Now then let us consider, what was the consequence with
regard to the progress of the Gospel ?

out of his diccese. This was the first expulsion of the Persians; and it took
placein the year 431. On the 8th of August, 435, Rabulas died; and Ibas wasim-
mediately chosen Bishop. The school, of course, was re-established, and the
professors and students returned. In 448, the friends of Rabulas succeeded in
obtaining the deposition of Tbas; and on the 2ist of July, in that year, Non-
nus, a determined foe to the Nestorians, was placed in his stead. He was un-
able, however, to put down the school; and after three years the Council of
Chalcedon deposed him and restored Ibas. Thelatter died October 28th, in the
year 457, and Nounus was restored. All the Persians were again ordered to
leave Edessa, The school itself, under his successor Cyrus, was suppressed;
the buildings, by the order of the Emperor Zeno, were levelled 1o the ground;
and a church was built on the site, dedicated to St. Mary, the mother of God.
This took place, according to the author of the Chronicle of Edessa, about the
year 489. Assemani B. O. Tom. L p. 197—204; and p, 361--353. See also Tom,
it pars 2. de Syris Nestorianis, ¢. 3. p. 68, and ¢. 4, p. 73.

* I} vero, qui Edessa pulsi fuere, in regionem Persarum sese receperunt, ubi
et Episcopatum obtinuere: nimirum Acacius Assyriorum‘: nefarius Barsaumas
Nisibis: Maanes Hardasciri: Joannes in oppido Beth-Sori regionis Garmao-
rum: Michzas Losciumi Garmaorum : Paulus Cachei in oppido Ledan Hu-
zitarum : Phuses Curtal in wrbe Lustra Huzitarum: et Abraham Medorum:
Narses verd Leprosus Nisibi Scholam instituit.” Simeon Episc. Beth-Arsa-
mensis. (in Persia, A. J. C. 510—525.) apud Assemani B. O. Tom. 1. p. 353.

t Assemani B. O. Tom. iii. p. 2 de Syris Nestorianis, pp. 65. 78.  Gibbon,
chap. 47. Nestorians.
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From the commencement of this schism it was checked ;
and, instead of increasing, it declined.

The two patriarchates of Alexandria and Antioch, and the
regions beyond the Roman Empire, included at that time an
immense body of Christians. 'When you consider how much
of Asia and Africa they comprehended, and the crowded
population of those countries, the estimate will not appear to
you incredible, that they far outnumbered the Christians who
held communion with Constantinople.* How sad is the re-
verse at the present day! Persecuted by the Emperors, the
Monophysites joined the standard of any hostile power which
could protect them from imperial tury. The Arabian Im-
postor adroitly took advantage of their necessities. It is re-
ported of him that he said to his followers : «Treat the Copts |
of Egypt kindly; for they are united to you by birth and . .
affinity. Whoever injures a Christian Copt injurés me.”
The Jacobites of Egypt therefore admitted without difficulty

-the Mahometan yoke, because with-them it was a quesnon
only of a milder or a 'more severe slavery.t

+ « Porro cum Jacobite Egyptiaci sive Coptite jugum Mahometicum haud
segre admitterent, mitius a victoribus habiti, sequiorem servitutem Christianis
reliquis sensere; unde et numero sunt etiamnum longe potiores, et Cyrillus
Patriarcha Alexandrinas in sua ad Uytenbogaert Epistola a, 1613, perscripta
affirmat Decies superare numerum Gr&corum Pref in Jos. Abudaceni histo-

riam.
+ See Josephi Abudacm I—hstona Jacobitarum seu Coptorum, Lug. Bat.

‘1740, Preefatio 8ve. A written treaty is said to have been made by Mahomet
and signed by thirty-six of his principal followers as witnesses, in which he
promised the Christians great immunities and privileges. Three editions of it
have been published, the best of which is that of John George Nissel, Lug. Bat.
1655, 4t0.—some copies have the date of 1661. Extracts from it are.given by
Nicolaus, in his notes to Abudacn, p. 43. Grotius supposed it to be a forgery
by the Christians, to shelter themselves from oppression.. But Elmacin, & very
credible historian, asserts its authenticity, and relates the above quoted words of
‘Mahomet to his followers. And Gregory Abu'lpharagi, according to Assemani,
bears the following testimony to the fact: “ Per idem-tempus innotuit Moham-
mad, (quem vulgd Mahometun d1c1mus) Hunc Saidus Nagranensium Chris-
tianus princeps cum Jesujabo Patriarcha adiit, oblatisque ingentibus donis fe--
dus Christianoes inter et Arabag utriusque secte stabiliri postulavit. Arnnuit
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It was so, on the other hand, with the Nestorians. Amid
the shifting dynasties, which, for a time, passed over the East-
ern regions like clouds driven by the storm, they were, by the
conquerors, protected and treated with indulgence. Why?
Because they were considered as enemies of the Roman Em-
peror. 'Thus it was under the Caliphs and the Moguls,
under Genghiz-chan and Tamerlane. ¢ You must not put
the Nestorians on the same footing with the Greeks,” said a
great Arabian doctor to the Vizier of Bagdad, « for the Nes-
torians have no other Sovereign than the Arabs, whereas the
Greeks are subject to a monarch who is continually waging
war with the Arabs.” In consequence of such suggestions,
no Greek Metropolitan was allowed to live in Bagdad, and
the Patriarch or Catholic of the Nestorians only, was per-
mitted to exercise jurisdiction over the Jacobites and Mel-
chites.”

It was not so, however, when the Caliphate passed from
the hands of the Arabians, for the very obvious reason that
the Christians were no longer the iustruments of political
ambition. About the middle of the eighth century the
Turks, another horde of Tartars, broke from their fastnesses
in the Caucasus, and sweeping before them all that opposed
their fury, first overthrew the dominion of the Saracens, and
then turned their arms against the Greek Emperor. Having
embraced the Mahometan Faith, they persecuted the Chris-
tians of whatever name, with the utmost cruelty.

Mahometus, deditque diploma, quo Christianos Arabibus cemmendabat, nimi-
ritm ut eos ab hostibus tuerentur, nec ad bellum procedere, aut fidem legemve
mutare compellerent ; tributa verd a sacerdotibus et monachis exigi omnind
vetuit; a laicis vero pauperibus nummos quatuor, & divitibus nummos duode-
cim dumntaxat. Ut preetered Christianis fas esset Ecclesias instaurare, qua in
-re Arabum quoque operam adjungivoluit. Denique ut Christianis tam maribus
quam feminis deservire in domo Arabum liceret, citra ullam Religionis injuri-
am. Eadem Amrus in vita Jesujabi: additque Arabum imperium sub eo c®p-
tum fuisse AnnoGrecorum 933.” (a. 5. ¢. 623.) Assemani Bib. Orient. Tom.
ii. p. 418.—see also Tom. iii. pars 2, p. 95.

* Greg, Barhebreeus Chron. 8yriac, p. iii. apud Assemani B.O. Tom. iii. p. ii.
PP- 98, 99.—8ee also Tom. i, p, 441,
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In the mean time the miserable dissensions in the Greek
Church had increased ; and kept pace with the superstition
of the people, the corruption of the clergy, and the profligacy
of the Court. Council followed Council with contradictory
decrees and mutual anathemas. 'The fatal controvérsy
respecting the worship of images arose under Leo the Isau-
rian, and his son and' successor Constamme .Copronymus.
Under the influence of the base Irene, the Image-worship-
pers gained the victory ; and that Divine displeasure which
always follows idolatry* was now poured on the devoted
Empire. Even when a relentless foe were thundering
beneath their walls, the hapleés Greeks were disputing within,
Whether the Light which surrounded the person of our
blessed Lord at the transfiguration was created or eter-
nal 2t Constantinople fell; and a night of thick darkness:
overspread three-fourths of the Christian world. |

Where was Europe 7—where were the Chyistians of the

West during. this- frightful calamity? We all know the

apathy with which that great event was regarded. Constan-
tinople fell, anwept and unhonoured, because the Latin
Church looked with.a secret pleasure on the humiliation of
her rivals. It was not until the formidable Ottoman power

‘began to meditate the conquest of the West, - that Europev

awoke from her lethargy. 'The battle of Lepanto, and the
defeat of the Turks by Sobieski, under the walls of Vienna,
saved the Latin Church from sharmg the fate of the Eastern
and Greek Christians. :
These events showed that the power of the Crescent had
culminated. We have seen in our own days’ its gradual

*Rom. i. 23—32.

t This question was warmly agitated in Constantinople by the respective
parties of Gregory Palamas and Barlaam. Several Councils were held from
1341 10 1351, some being opposed to Barlaam, and others to Palamas. The
Emperor, Andronicus Junior, in the Council of 1341, spake with so much
vehemence in favor of Palamas, that, being i}, it occasioned his death. Fabri-
cii. Bib. Gr..Tom. x, p.454. L’Art de vérifier les dates. Paris, 1783, fol. vol..
1, p. 455
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descent towards the horizon. 1t will set forever, when the
purposes of God are accomplished by the restoration of
Christian unity.

The schism which took place in the year 484, between the
Greek and Latin churches by the violent and unjustifiable
proceeding of Felix, had been healed, after it had lasted thirty-
five years, by the piety and prudence of Hormisda. Theres-
toration of harmony had been attended with a blessed effect ;
for the only real extension of the Christian faith which took
place after the first fatal division, either within the Greek or
Roman limits, was in the period now named. 'The Saxons
were converted by the missionaries of the pious Gregory in
the year 596, the Scots and Picts, and some of the German
nations, by St. Columban, who died in the year 615. The
Abasgi between the Euxine and the Caucasus, the Heruli
beyond the Danube, the Alans, Lazi and Zani near the Cas-
pian, were added to the Church under the Patriarch of Con-
stantinople ; and subsequently by the apostleship of Metho-
dius and Cyril, a scion of the Greek Church, was planted in
Russia.*

But in the year 858, the learned, thoughambitious and vio-
lent Photius, became Patriarch of Constantinople, in the room
of Ignatius, whom the emperor had driven into exile. Igna-
tius appealed to the Bishop of Rome, who, always glad ofan
opportunity to oppose the Emperor, and thereby increase his
own authority, espoused his cause, and excommunicated Pho-
tius. T'he new patriarch, in the year 866, assembled a coun-
cil, and flung back the excommunication upon Nicholas.
From that time the schism was incurable. The fury with
which the Latins treated the Greeks, during their occupation
of Constantinople in the time of the Crusades, was nearly
equal to that of the Mahometans themselves.

* All these conversions, however, were extremely imperfect; and as regarded
the spiritual character of the proselytes, fell far short of those which had been
effected previous to the Council of Chalcedon.
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 We are accustomed to hear mueh said in favour of umty by
the adherents of the Latin Church; and indeed, that is the
specious argument by which many a Christian soul is moved
to continue in her communion, or beguiled to embrace it. But
of all the violaters of unity. she is the greatest.” The first re-
corded instace of unlawful excommunication was her
deed ;* and if we trace her history from the time of the ulti-
mate schism between her and the Greek Church, we shall
find it written in characters of violence and blood. By whom
were the Eastern Christians excommunicated, because they.
would not keep Easter always on the first day of the week ?
By whom was Acacius excsmmunicated, because he was en-
" deavouring to heal the divisions of the C‘mrch, without ap-
pealing to the authority of Rome? By whom has excommu-
nication been levelled at temporal princes, not on account of
false doctrine, or immoral practices, but because of their refu-
sal to submit to a usurped authority ? ~ By whom, for the
same cause, have whole kingdoms been placed under inter-
dict, and the people deprived of all the ministrationsand com-
forts of religion, until their stubborn rulers should bow the
neck under the foot of papal supremacy? By whom were
the blood-hounds of the Inquisition letloose? By whom has
civil persecution for errors of faith, been systematically prac-
tised and defended 7t Need I answer these queéstions 2 Does

* Victor, Bishop of Rome, from 4.D. 193 to . D. 202, excommunicated the
Asiatic Churches because they -adhered to the custom of their fathers in the
celebration of Easter. For this arrogant conduct he was S very properly rebuked
by Irenzus.  See Eusebius H. Ec. Lib. v.c. 4. :

t Persecution in the Church was begun by the Arians.  See the 5th Canon
of the Arian Council, held at Antioch, 4. 0. 341. The Orthodox constantly
opposed the prmcxple of having recourse to secular aiuthority; and there is a
beautiful passage in the works of Athanasius, in which he declaims against it.
Ad Monachos. Athan. Op. T. L p. 363, ed. Benedict. This I purpose to show
hereafter. On the expression “ compel them” in Luke xiv. 23., after gwmg
the right explanation, ¢ the vehement persuasion that God useth % the Rheims
version adds: “ 8. Augustine also referreth this compelling o the penal lawes
which Catholike princes do justly use against Heretikes and Schismatikes, prov-

4
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not the heart of every one here present respond to me? 1
seek not, Fathers and Brethren, to rouse your indignation
against the members of that commumnion. Many of them are
among my nearest and dearest fricuds ; and in the view of
their holy character as it brightens before the eye of memory,
I may truly say, as one of themsaid of a member of our com-
munion, May my soul be with theirs when the Judge of all
the earth shall weigh the motives and the actions of men.*
But 1t is impossible to refrain from speaking out the deep con-
viction that the Latin Church is in a state of schism which
amounts to a fearful apostacy.t

It was after her separation from the Greek Church, that
the word was invented, and the doctrine defined, of transub-
stantiation ;3 that the invocation of the Virgin and the Saints

ing that they who are by their former profession in Baptisme subject to the Ca-
tholike Church, and are departed from the same after Sectes, may, and ought to
be compelled into 2he unitie and societie of the Universai Chureli againe.” This
translation, by the English College of Jesuits at Rheims, first published in the
year 1582, is the only English version approved and allowed to be read.

* Such was the language of Joseph Capece Latro, Arclibishop of Taranto,
on receiving, as a present from its author, the * Reliquie Sacre” of Martin Jo-
seph Routh, President of Magdalen College, Oxtord. Count Orloff, a meniber
of the Greek Communion, in his Memoirs of the Kingdom of Naples, says of
‘“this learned and venerable Archbishop,” that he is
his eminent qualities, his advanced age, and his philosoplic spirit, which he
has always allied with the Spirit of the Gospel."—Edit. Duval, Paris, 1821, vol.
5 p.86. The Archbishop of Taranto is, I trust, still living, and will receive
from the author this hearcfelt tribute of tove and admiration. But he 1s only one
out of many of the Church of Rome, both clergy and laity, whom I should de-
light to name as possessing the virtues of the Christian life.  The spirit of
Christianity is a spivit of Jove, and it often dwells among those, who, in this

equally remarkable for

world of corruption and folly, are most widely severed. Tt is cheering to think,
that when the films whichyobscure our earthly vision are remeved, we may all
be found prostrate in adoration before the Lamb who died to redeem all by his
most precious blood.

+1Tim.iv.1—3. 2 Thess. it. 3—12. In both passages the Apostle uses in
the original language the forcible terms “apostatize,” and ** apostacy” in de-
scribing that departure ov falling awey from the primitive faith and practice
which he foretels as about to happen in the last times.

t The schismatical spirit of the Latiu Chureh consists in the constant endea-
vour to limit and define religious belief as 4 TERM OF COMMUNIoON, beyond what
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was introduced into her ritual ;* that the doctrine of purga-
tory was established as an article of faith,—the cup denied to

is taught in Holy Scripture according to the sense reccived by tl&e Catholic
Church at all times and in all places.

As, on the one hand, we have no right to banish from our communion those
whose notions of the real presence of Christ in the Sacrament, rise to a myste-
rious change, by which the very elements themselves, though they retain their
original properties, are corporally united with, or transformed into, Christ,—so,
on the other, they are not to be excluded who consider that real presence as alto-
gether spiritual, but productive of the- same blessed results: namely, the privi-
leges of the Gospel resulting from the death of Churist.

‘There seems to be an obvious analogy between the doctrine of Transubtan-
tiation, and the doctrine of the Hypostatic union of the two natures in Christ,
as held by the Monophysites; and it is inconsistent in the Latin Church, to be
so tenacious of the one, and so much opposed to the other.

The first person who attempted to define and defend the doctrine now held by
the Latin Church, was Paschasius Radbertus, who was born about the year
786, and died in 851. (Cave. H. L. Tom. ii. p. 32.) This Bellarmine himself
confesses; and the Jesuit Sirmondus says of Paschasius, “ O genuinum Ecelesia
Catholica sensum ita primus explicuit, ut viam ceteris aperiat qui de eodem
argumento multa postea scripsere.” As for the word Transubstantiation, it is
entirely of Latin origin, and its use cannot be traced higher than the early part
of the twelfth century.

The corresponding Greek word Msrova'twa'lc is, 1 beheve, of still more modern
coinage, though IThave not the means of ascertaining by whom it was first in-
troduced. The belief of Transubstantiation was not established as an Article
of Faith until about a hundred years after the invention of the term, in the
fourth Council of Lateran, under Pope Innocent IT1, o. p.1215. % The Con-
fession ofthe Catholic faith,” by that Council, contains the following paragraph
“ Una vero est fidelium universalis ecclesia, eztra guam nullus omnino salva-
tur. In qua idem ipse Sacerdos et Sacrificium Jesus Christus: cujus corpus el
sanguis in sacramento altaris sub speciebus panis et vini veraciter continentur ;
TRANSUBSTANTIATIS, Pane in corpus, et vine in sanguinem potestate divina, ut ad
perficiendum mysterium unitatis, accipiamus -ipsi de suo quod accepit ipse de
nostro.”  Acta Concilior. Ed. Harduin. Tom. viii. p. 15, 16. It is doubtful,
however, whethier this belief was ever pronounced to be necessary to salvation,
until the Council of Trent added its anathema against all who opposed it.
See Perceval on the Roman Schism, London, 1836; a very useful work for those
who cannot have recourse to original authors. :

* The long invocations of saints which are used in the Roman Litany, have
no parallel in the Oriental Churches. It is evident, therefore, that they could ne-
ver have existed there; since no reason can be assigned for their omission if
they had once been introduced.. See Palmer, Antiquities of the English Ritual.
vol. 1. p. 276—278. This writer supposes that they were mtroduced in the
‘Western Church, in the 8th century.
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the laity,—and the worship of Images required. It was after
that event, that Gregory the Seventh modelled the Church in
imitation of the Feudal system ; that the Scriptures were no
longer permitted to be read by the people; and to sum up all
in a word, that she hung upon her own neck the mill-stone
of infallibility, by which the retractation of any error, once
adopted, is of necessity rendered impracticable.

Rome has in fact occasioned the dissensions among the
Protestants, Her schoolmen were the first to depreciate the
Apostolic character by raising the question, whether Bishops
were superior to Presbyters. 'They gravely debated, if the
Pope were not properly a God upon earth ; and in their zeal
to exalt his character, they maintained that he alone held his
office by divine right, and that all other Bishops were his
creatures.”

Rome has uniformly persecuted all Bishops of her com-
munion, who have dared to maintain the independence of
their order. Witness the Spanish Bishops at the Coun-
cill of Trentt Witness the Jansenists of the last cen-

* At the Council of Trent, the Italian divines maintained, that though a
Bisliop is more than a Priest, as a Sub-deacon is more than an Acolyte, yet
that it was not from any inherent right, but solely by commission from the Pope,
who alone derived his authority as Universal Bishop from Jesus Christ. It
could not be said, therefore, that the Bishops had any divine right. T'he Spa-
nish and French Bishops, on the contrary, maintained that Bishops, as succes-
sors of the Apostles, hold their office, not from the Pope but from Christ; and
they were very solicitous to have this right clearly and unequivocally admitted
by the Council. The Spanish Bishops took the lead in this contest; but all
their efforts were defeated by the artifices of Rome. The Pope even sent new
members to the Council to strengthen his party, and when the vote was taken,
the numbers, according to Pallavicini, were, for divine right 54, and against it
127; or, according to Visconti, 53, and 78. Several of the Fathers were pre-
vented from attending by a very convenient tnfuenze which confined them to
their lodgings. How sensitive the Pope and his adherents were on this subject,
is fully shown by F'ra Paolo, in the 7th and 8th books of his History, to which
I must refér the reader for the arguments advanced on both sides.

+ There were at Trent, thirty-one Spanish prelates. As the term “ prelate”
is not confined, in the Latin Church, to Bisliops, I presume that the Doctors
were comprehended in that number. Several of these were gained over by the
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tury.* Witness the aftempts at reformation in Tusca-

~ secret intrigues of the Papal party ; but the greater part remained firm. Not
only on the subject of Episcopacy, but also on many other points, they exhibited
8 spirit-of independence which was extremely troublesome. On their return to
Spain, eight of the most distinguished Bishops, and nine Doctors of Divinity,
the most learned and the most celebrated whom Spain could furnish, were
denounced by the Inqulsmon as heretics, or suspected of heresy. See Llorente
Histoire Critique de I’Inqulsmon d'Espagne. Paris, 1818, Tom. iii. pp. 61, 90,
. 183, 315. '

* The Jansenists are 50 called from Jansen or Jansenius, Bishop-of Ypres in
Belgium, who, about two hundred years sgo, revived the doctrine of St. Augus-
tin respecting the divine decrees. Originally, therefore, they werethe Calvinists
of the Latin Church. Jansen’s book, and the books of his followers, were con-
demned at Rome, principally through the influence of the Jesuits ; and the con-
troversy then took a different form and became a struggle for power. The
doctrines were lost sight of; the supremacy and infallibility of the Pope were
attacked ; and the mdependenCe anddivine right of the Episcopal order asserted.
The Jansemsts were defeated and proscribed ; but the spirit of Jansenism still
lingers and weeps over the ruins of Port-Royal:t Its influence is at present
more extensive among the laity than among the clergy, and it is closely asso-

eiated with the aspirations for pohtical liberty.  We shail never be fie,” said
Count , to the author, “ until the Pope ceases to be the. Soverelgn of Rome.”
The policy of the despotic powers of Europe now leads them to sustain the
temporal power of the Pope. Even Russia, though of the schismatic G"reek
Church, js in great favour at Rome; and the Poles, though of tle Papal com-
munion, had, in their struggles for freedom, no sympath1es among the dignita-
ries of the Roman Court The dread of war leads even the free powers of
Europe to acquiesce in the preservation of the Papal Soverelgnty, and in the
grinding tyranny- by which poor Italy is erushed.

Ttalia, Italia, o tu cui feo la sorte
‘Dono infelice di. bellezza '

* * & T, *

Deh fossi tu men bella, o almen piu forte,
* % * B

N& te vedrei —— '
* ¥ * *%*- *

Per servir sempre 0 vineitrice o vinta.¥

But the time will come when she will rise and shake. herself from the. dust.

‘\‘Tbis celebrated Ahbey, the stronghold of the French Jansenists, was destroyed in. 1709

1 1 wish I could make the English reader feel, as every Italian must feel, that beautiful son-
net of Filicaja: “ 0 Italy, Italy, thou to whom is allotted the hapless gift of beauty-—would
that thou wert less fair, or more powerful!~1 should not then see thee, whether victor or

' vanquished, ulways a slave!”
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ny* Witness the Constitutional Bishops of France;t and

The bubble of Papal dominion is indeed gorgeous in its rainbow hues; and its
splendors, as it floats befure the eyes of the uureflecting speciator, may scem to
zather brilliancy ; but ils parts ave every day becoming less and less cohesive,
and it will finally be broken by a touch.

* During the latter half of thelast century, a movement for reform was made,
under the influcnce of the Louse of Lovraine, in the Austrian dominions and
their dependencics. By the union cf Francis of Lovrraine with the heiress of
Austria, the great Maria Theresa, Tuscany became an appanage of the Im-
perial Crown ; aud on the death of Francis, in 1765, while the Empire of Ger-
mauny devolved on Josepli I, bis younger brother, Leopold, (or, as the Italians
love to call him, Pietro Leopoldo,) became Grand Duke of Tuscany. Both
were desirous to introduce reforns in Church and State ; but Leopoeld liad more
discretion than Josepl; and the charges which he introduced were move bene-
ficial and permanent.  As far asecivil freedom and happiness are concerned, the
influence of that enlizhtened Prince i1s stiil felt. Tuscany, in all the social
enjoyments of life, 15 the Oasis of [taly. But his attempts at religious reform
were defeated by the pertinacious oppesition of the ciergy, under the influence
of Roine, and acting on the ignorance and superstition of the people.  The only
prelate who sceonded his views was Scipio Ricel, consecrated in 1780, Bishop
of Pistoia and Prato. But on the death of Joseph, February 20, 1790, Leopold
succeeded to the Lmperial tiwone; and when he left Tuscany, Ricei was exposed
to all that could be inilicted by the implacable resentments of the Papal party.
On the 28th of May, 1791, lie resiguned his Diocese; in April, 1794, he was
cited to appear at Rome; and on the 28th of August following, the bull Awucto-
rem fidel was issued for his condemaation. From that time forward every
effort was made for his buniiliation.  He was mmprisoned; forced to write his
recantation ; forced to aclinowledge tie justice of the bull by which he had been
condeinned ; forced to aceept, withiout rescrve, all the decisions of Rome against
the Jansenists; and tinally, in 1805, on the return of Pius VIIL, after the coro-
nation of Napoleon, forced to prostrate hunsclf at thie feet of the Pontiff, and receive
pardon for the crime of seeking to reform the Church.  He died at his Villa, near
Florence, January 27, 1810. De Potter, of Brussels, having been permitted,
during his residence in Italy, to examine the papers of the deccased prelate,
and especially his autoblography, published, after his return to Belgium in
1825, ¢ The Life of Scipio Ricet,” which lias becn lately translated into English
by Mr. Roscoe. It excited great sensation in Tuscany, and was strictly pro-
hibited by the government. Al the papers of Ricci were imvinediately secuied.
Whether they were destroyed or not, the government only can answer.  Theyare
al present inaccessible. Buch was the information received by the autlior from
the private secretary of Ricei, with whom he had the happiness to be intimate-
1y acquainted.

t The movementin France was only acontinuation of thatin Austriaand Tus-
cany. In 1790, the Constitucnt Assembly established ‘ the Civil Constitution of
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even in 1831, the refusal of the. communion in his last
moments to the virtuous and pious Bishop Grégoire, for
no other reason than because he was a Jansenist, and, as such,
hostile to the corruptions of the Court of Rome.*

the Clergy,” to which they required an oath of fidelity. They acknowledged
the Pope as the visible head of the Catholic Church, and the Centre of Chris-
tian Unity; but endeavoured to restore the ancient discipline with regard to the
consecration and canonical institution of Bishops. Of one hundred and thirty-
five French Bishops, only four conformed to this decree. 'The rest were conse-
quently ejected and new Bishops consecrated. 'The number of dioceses had
previously been reduced to eighty-three, corresponding witl the new political di-
vision of France into departments. Such was the origin of the Constitutional
Bishops. Their consecration, though irregular, inasmuch as the consecrating
Bishop was not a metropolitan, was valid; yet Pius VI pronounced their elec-
tion and eonsecration criminal and sacrilegious, and declared them suspended
from all Episcopal functions. Ie also required of all the clergy to retract the
oath they had taken within forty days on pain of suspension.

In 1801, when the Pope and the First Consul established the Concordate, there
were fifty-nine Constitutional Bishops in France; and of the Ancient Bishops
gjected by the Constituent Assembly, eighty-one were still living though. in
exile. Of both, Pius VIL demanded the unqualified resignation of their Sees.
Many of the Constitutional Bishops obeyed this injunction. Of the Ancient
Bishops, forty-five yielded, andthirty-six refused. The Pope, notwithstanding,
preceeded to declare all the Sees vacant, and interdicted to the Ancient Bishops
any jurisdiction whatever. 'The new Concordate established ten Archbishops,
and fitty Bishops. Within these sixty dioceses were included the hundred and
thirty-five of old France, and twenty-four of Countries united to it since the
revolution. No notice was taken of the division made by the Constituent
Assembly. The first Consul then proceeded to fill the vacancies thus created.
Eighteen of the Ancient Bishops, and twelve of the Constitutional Bishops,
received dioceses. The rest were filled by new consecrations. The govern-
ment forbadethe requirement of any retractation from the Constitutional priests,
and ordered the Bishops to choose one of their vicars general from among the
Constitutional Clergy. :

The forcible dismission of the ancient Bishops, without 1mpeachment w1th-
out trial, and- without crime, was a gross violation of Canon law; but the
Pope was as guilty of it, as the Constituent Assembly. The details ﬁbove given
- will be found in the  Mémoires pour servir a 'histoire Ecclésiastique pendant
le 18 sigcle.” - Tom. iii. 1791, Jan. 4, and Feb. 25, 1801, July 15, and 1802,
April 5.

* Theauthor, while he was at Parisin 1826 and 1827, had the honour of visit-
ing familiarly the virtuous Bishop Grégoire. He was one of the honest men of
the revolution of 1789, and the intimate personal friend of Lanjuinais and
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And this is the power that talks to us of schism, and asks
us Where our Church was before Luther, and laughs at the
endless variations of the Protestants !—Yes, unhappily there

Lafayette. During the infuriated sway of the Jacobin Clubs, he defended the
cause of Clristianity at the bazard of his life. Grégoire was the Constitu-
tional Bishop of Blois; and in the compromise of the Concordate, was sacri-
ficed by the First Consul to the resentments of Rome. After his resignation,
he resided in dignified retirement at Paris. One day as [ was sitting with him,
and he was declaiming with great energy against the abuses and corruptions of
the Courtof Rowe, and particularly against what he was pleased to call “the
idolatrous devotions of the sacred heart,” T could not help saying to him,
* Monseigneur, there is no great difference between us.  You speak of the cor-
ruptions of the Court of Rome; and we, of the corruptions of the Church of
Rome.” Infact, where Jansenism exists, it prepares the way for that blessed
union upon truly Catholic principles which must take place before the Church
can triumph over the world.

Grégoire died on the 28thof May, 1831, I add the following account of his
funeral from Galignant’s Messcnger, in order to exhibit the implacable spirit
which even now prevails against the Jansenists: * The clergy of the parish
church having declined performing the buriat service in obedience to the orders
of the Archbishop of Paris, it was rumoured on Sunday that the funeral would
take place at the church of the Hotel des Invalides, that temple not being under
the jurisdiction of the Archbishop of Paris. 7T%e Cardinal de Croi, Archbi-
shop of Rouen, whose authority cxtends over the church of the Invalids, having
grven strict injunctions that the service should not be performed there, the autho-
rities determined that the ceremony should take place at the parish Church of
the deceased ; and on Sunday evening the Prefect of Poliee issued a notice that
the funeral would take place yesterday morning, (May 30,) at ten o’clock, in
the church of the Abbaye aux bois, rue de Sevres. The clergy of the parish,
and @ communily of Nuns who occupied buildings contiguous, vemoved in con-
sequence from their residence, toking with them all the ornaments and sacred
vessels, thus leaving the church completely unfurnished. 'The Almoner of the Ho-
tel des Invalides, and several priests of 8t. Eustache, St. Severin, and St. Etienne
du Mont, however, sent every thing necessary for the due celebration of the
service. The funeral procession left the house of the deceased at 11 o’clock, the
hearse being preceded by two persons in decp mourning, bearing the Mitre and
the Crosier, and accompanied by a great number of followers, and an immense
concourse of spectators, computed at 10,000 persons. Detachments of the
national guards, the troops of the line, and the municipal guards, escorted the
procession. 'Tlhe service of the church having been concluded, the eoffin was
againremoved to the hearse, to be conveyed to the Cemetery du Mont Parnasse;
the Episcopal Insignia were placed on the pall. The horses were now taken
from the hearse by a considerable number of young men, who themselves
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are variations,—unhappily there are schisms, by whiech the
progress of the word of God is “sore let and hindered.” But
for many of those schisms, who, at the last day, will have to
answer ? By what fear are truly pious and conscientious
men prevented from embracing primitive truth and order, but
by a false association with the enormities of popery? By
what sophistry are truly learned men so prejudiced as to shut
their eyes against the testimony of antiquity, but that which
represents it as favourable to Roman doctrine or discipline ?
Rome, like her first Imperial persecutor, sits in purple on her
seven hills, and sings over the ruins which she herself
has made !

And what, since the final schism in the ninth century, has
Rome accomplished for the salvation of the world ? She talks
of “the sterility of protestant missions ;” what has she herself
effected by all the vast array of her Propaganda, and the in-
defatigable zeal of missionaries, worthy of a better cause 1*

dragged it to the Cemetery. Several funeral orations were delivered at the
grave, after which, military honours were rendered to the deceased as a com-
mander of the Legion of Honour. Notwithstanding the vast multitude assem-
bled, the greatest order and tranquillity prevailed, "

* Alluswn is here made to a Dissertatisn published while the author of the
present discourse was in Rome, entitled ‘ Lia Sterilita delle Missioni intraprese
dai Protestanti :” by Nicholas Wi'seman, Rector of the English College and
Professor of Oriental Languages in the Roman University. [Its object was to
prove that all the treasures of this world, being in the hands of the Protestants,
and employed most zealously for the spreading of their doctrine, but being, by
their own confession, unsuccessful; and, on the other hand, the Church of Rome
being poor and exhausted of worldly wealth, but being eminently blessed in the
conversion of the heathen; itis a sign that God’s displeasureis poured forth on
the former, while the marks of his favour are bestowed on the latter.

If, on such subjects, sinners could use any other than the language of shame
and sorrow, the Protestant sects, who haveviolated the unity of the Church, might
easily retort in the language of him to whom repentance, even at the last hour,
opened thedoors of Paradise: ¢ Dost thow not fear God,SEEING THOU ART IN THE
SKME CONDEMNATION ¥ Andwe indeed justly ; for we receive the due reward of
our deeds ; but thisman,” (and it is as true of Christ’s religion as of his per-
son,) “kath done nothing amiss.” It is consolatory to reflect, that when the Ro-
man, as well as other schisms, shall have been destroyed, the religion of Christ

5
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She has attempted to bring back the Nestorians, the Jaco-
bites, the Greeks, the Protestants, to her communion ¢ What
has she effected ? or what will she ever be able to effect ?

Her attempts on the misnamed Nestorians began as early
as the year 1289 ; but her chief exertions were made in the
sixteenth century, when the Portuguese established them-
selves on the coast of Malabar. At first her missionaries
were received by those ancient Christians with kindness and
confidence. Christian unity is so consonant with Christian
love, and a sense of Christian duty, that where these prevail,
and there are no opposing duties, it can hardly be hindered.
But they sooh found that to be united with Rome, they must
violate the great prineiples of unity contained in the Scrip-
tures. Gouvea, a Portuguese author, relates, that when the
Jesuit Roz showed them an image of the Virgin Mary, they
exclaimed, “ Away with that uncleanness! We are Chris-
tians: we do not worship idols.”*

They were accused of the impious errors, of not having

‘images in their churches;—of disbelieving purgatory ;—of

will arise in its glorious majesty, no more todie. *Non semper pendebit inter
Iatrones Christus: aliquando resurget crucifixa veritas,”

-* Antonio Gouvea, a.monk of the order of the Hermits of St. Augustine, was
sent to Goa, in 1597, as professor of divinity. He published at Coimbra, in
1606, fol., ¢ The Oriental History of the great progress of the Catholic Apos-
tolic and Roman Church, by the good offices of D. Alexis de Meneses, Arch-
bishop of Goa.” This work was much used by Geddes, in his # History of the’
Church of Malabar;” and by La Croze, in his * Histoire du Chrisianisme des
Indes.” A Frenchtranslation, now very rare and much sought after, was pub-
lished in 1609, in 8vo., by J. B. Glen. Speaking of a visitation by the Arch-

‘bishop at Carturté, he says, that as the Jesuit, Francis Roz, was celebrating
Mass, “ Quand se vint a Pélevation du corpus Christi, ilz boucherent tous leur
yeux, et batirent un sien escollier, seulement pour ce qu’ il avoit nommé le Pape
en leur église, comme cy dessus avons déclaré ; et quelques ans devant, comme il
monstroit au péuple une image de Nostre Dame, ilz fermerent tous leur yeux,
disant Ostez nous ceste immundice, nous sommes Chrestiens, nous w'adorons
pas les Idoles, ne les Pagodes, tels estimoyent ilz allors toutes les Images.”
‘Gouvea Liv. 1. c. 15. Trad. de Glen, p. 231. This anecdote is related by Geddes,
p- 84, and by La Croze, vol. 1. p. 220,
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acknowledging but three sacraments, Baptism, Holy Orders,
and the Eucharist ;—of substituting the Sign of the Cross
for Extreme Unction ;—of requiring communion in both
kinds ;—of permitting their bishops, priests, and deacons to
marry.*—After a short subjection, during which they suffered

* Goouvea Girands Progrés de 'Egl. Cath. Apost. Rom. p. 290-295, concern-
ingthe errors of the Christians of St. Thomas. Speaking of ““ the Holy Sacra-
ment of the Eucharist, towards which they bad a special devotion, all commu-
nicating on Thursday, in passion week,” he adds, “Il y avoit des tres grandes
et grossiéres erreurs en leur livres contre ce Sainct Sacrement, desquelles il
semblent avoir esté puisé presques toutes les maudites heresies de nosire temps
qui ont rallumé ou fait resusciter les anciennes erreurs et superstitions ja tant de
siecles ensevelies.” The protestants, whomhe means when he speaks of “all
the cursed heresies of our times,” are willing to accept the reproach of having
revived “ these ancient errors and superstitions.”

The work of Gouvea is the more important because it details, with great com- .
placency, the high handed tyranny exercised by Meneses towards these Native
Christians. It is impossible almost to restrain asmile at this Author’s pity and:
contempt for these poor benighted Christians, who did not know that St. Peter
~ was, superior to St. Thomas, and that the Pope, as St. Peter’s successor, was the
only vicar upon earth of Jesus Christ. The following may serve as an exam-
ple. “ Au soir luy vint parler un Cassanore (presbyter) personnage venerable,
qui avoit la barbe toute chenue, et monstroit un aage de 80 ans, lequel selon sa
contenance, desiroit et cerchoit son salut. Il prit I’Archevesque a part et luy
pria en secret que pour ’amour du Sauveur Jesus, illuy dist la vérité des choses
qu’il luy vouloit demander, ou autrement Dieu luy demanderoit conte de son
ame. il est vray, que le Pape de Romeest le Chef de toute 'Eglise, et Vicaire
de Jesus Christ en terre, et si a Sainct Pierre, comme Prince des Apostres, Dieu
avoit destiné ceste chaire, avec un pouvoir grand sur les fidelles: et quiconique
refuse de luy obéir ne pouvoit se sauver, comme desia il avoit presché: ou si
cela venoit d'une passion et émulation, que les Romains ont contre ceux de
Babilone, comme il avoitouy souvent prescher des Evesques de Babylone: car
encor qu'il fut aagé de quatre vingts ans de grand aage, et des plus anciens Pres-
tres de la Serra, sin’avoit il jamais jusques a cest heure, ouy dire telle chose, et
ne Peust pas aussi peu imaginer estre ainsi, a tant prioit i I’ Archevesque de le
vouloir-mettre hors de tous ses doubtes et _scrupules, car de cela depend (disoit
i) le salut de mon ame, de laquelte le Seigneur Dieu vousen demandera compte:
trés estroit, si par vostre conseil et doctrine je m’esgarede la verité. Oyant ces
propos le Seigneur Archevesque, ne peut contenir ses larmes de compassion,
qu'il avoit de ces pauvres gens, et de tant d’erreurs, qui leur silloyent les yeusx,
ésquelles leur Prelatz les ont poussez, et maintenu il y a tant d’années, dont
dressant ses yeux vers le Ciel, et souspirant, il prononga les parolles du pro-
phete Hieremie: Parvuli pefierunt panem et non erat qui frangeret eis. Le
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all the rigours of the Inquisition, the greater part of them fled
to the mountains and renounced all communion with Rome
forever.

It was so with the Monophysites, falsely so called, in Ar-
menia, Syria, Egypt and Abyssinia. For a season they de-
sired a union, and the King of Abyssinia permitted Jesuits to
be sent from Rome as Bishops of his kingdom. Attempts
were there made, similar to those already mentioned, to in-
troduce the Romish doctrines, and enforce the papal supre-
macy. But the jealousy of an absolute sovereign, and the
unconquerable aversion of the nobles, clergy and people,
‘quickly put an end to the mission.

Small indeed is the number of those who have been allured
by any motive to embrace the Roman communion. With the
exception of the Maronites of Mount Libanus, a few Arme-
nians, and a few Melchites, who serve at Rome to swell the
train of the Pope, and grace the pageantry of a procession
the most zealous efforts of the Latin Church to gain other
Christians have been hitherto unavalhng

. If we examine the progress of her missionaries in heathen
countries, we shall find nearly the same results. They have
been obliged to practice the arts of deception; to be silent as
to their real motives; to. appear only as mathematicians, na-
turalists, surgeons, or even as merchants.* Under-such pre-

. L !
bon vieillart luy demanda que c'estoit ce qu'il disoit, c’estoyent (ce luy sem-
bloit il) des paroclles bonnes et saintes, veu qu’en les prononceant, il en demon-
stroit tant de sentiment,” &c. &c. &c., p. 164-5.

* ¢ Les missionaires, tant séculiers que réguliers, ne sont point accueillis ni
désirés en qualité de missionaires, comme on nous I'a voulu faire accroire, mais
sculement pour leur mérite personne] et pour leur habileté dans les mathéma-
tiques et dans la Chirurgie. * * * *

“ En Perse les Augustins passent pour Ambassadeurs de Portugal; les Carmes
pour Ambassadeurs du Pape; les Capucins et les Jésuites s’y sont établis par
la recommendation de la France, et ala faveur de la politique Persane qui avoit
en vue, en recevant ces missionnaires-1a, de tirer du secours des princes qui
les envoyoient; de les engager plus avant dans la guerre contre le Turc, leur
ennemi commun, et de s’attirer le commerce des Francs; car les missionnaires
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tences they entered China; and so long as their ultimate ob-
jects were not discovered, they enjoyed the patronage of the
Emperor. The moment these objects were known, they
were banished or put to death. Instead therefore of aiding
the cause of Christianity, the attempts of the Roman missio-
naries have served only to retard its progress.

Their success among some of the Heathen forms no excep-
tion to this remark. Savage nations are struck by external
splendor and imposing ceremonies ; and they may easily be
led to practice the latter, without any sanctification or inter-
nal change. The surprising affinity also between many of
the rites of the Church of Rome, and those of some Pagan na-
tions, deceive them into the belief that the religion they are
asked to embrace is only a new variety of their own. [ have
heard missionaries themselves relate,” says Chardin, ¢ that
when the Portuguese came to India, and had erected and
adorned churches, the Indians ran thither in crowds, admi-
ring with great pleasure the statues of wood, silver and gold,
with which they were filled, and the draped images of our
Lord and of the Holy Virgin. And they said one to another,
Oh, these are our brethren, come from a new world, and
having the same religion asour own ; and they called the
image of Jesus Christ Brahma, and that of the Holy Virgin,
Daizeri™

Tt is beyond contradiction, then, even from this 1nadequate
view of the subject, that schism has been the great retarding

ont toujours fait entendre aux Persans et aux autres princes Mahométans chez
qui ils ont des etablissemens, qu'ils s’arrétoient es leur pays pour aider et pour
consoler les négocians et les autres gensde leur nation qui y viendroient; et
que §'ils se retiroient, ces négocians ne viendroient plus. Ces missionnaires se
sont aussi insinués par leurs sciences. Leur telescopes et autres nouveaux
instrumens d’astronomie ont plu. Leur habilité a ouvrir la veine et & guérir
heureusement les plaies et les blessures, a gagné le ceeur des grands et des petits
dans ce pays-1a ol il n’y a personne qui s'y entende bien.” Voyages du Che-
valier Chardin en Perse et Autres lieux del’ Orlent edition de Langles, Paris,
1811. 8vo. Tom. vi, p. 154—6.
* Voyages, Tom. vi. p. 161.
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obstacle to the progress ofthe gospel ; and we cannot but per-
ceive that the emphatic words of the text are to be regarded as
a solemn warning to the Church, by the prophetic voice of
her Lord and head. “1 pray for them—that they all may
be one ; as thou, Father, art in me, and Iin thee, that they
alsomay be onetn us :—THAT THE WORLD MAY BELIEVE
THAT THOU HAST SENT ME.”

IL.

‘What reason then, it may be asked, Fathers and Brethren,
have we to hope that our efforts to spread the gospel may be
successful ?  And I answer, because we are of those who are
the least guilty of violating the unity of the Christian Church.
Let usdwell as briefly as possible on this second head of our
argument.

Every Christian who acknowledges, in the language of the
Apostle, that Jesus Christ is Lord of things in Heaven, and
things in Earth, and things under the Earth ;* that by him
all things consist, or are kept in being ;+ and that he is head
over all things for his Chureh ;i will view the political move-
ments of the world, and the whole mechanism of second
causes, with a very different eye from the mere worldly his-
torian or statesman.

Thirty-nine years after the downfall of Constantinople,
Columbus gave a new world to Leon and Castille. The
Pope who began to reign the same year,§ with that prodigal
generosity which gives what is not its own, divided this new
world between Spain and Portugal, forbidding all other nations
to intermeddle with their property.

Had this decree been obeyed, how different would have
been our lot, and how changed the history of the world !

But a nation, of whom the Pope, when he drew his line,
little thought, was rising into a mighty maritime power, and

« Phil. ii. 10, 11. t Col. 1. 17. tEph. i, 22.
§ Alexander V1., the infamous Borgia, 1492—1504.
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within forty-two years released itself from papal dominion.
Since that time, while Spain and Portugal have sunk into
secondary and uninfluential kingdoms, England has risen to
be the great colonizing power—the mother of nations.

Her dominion and her influence have been extended
throughout the world. She has carried her language, her
arts, her learning, her refinement, her noble and manly free-
dom, her morals, and above all other rich treasures, her reli-
gion, to the four corners of the earth. Who is there among
my hearers, that in surveying all the blessings, civil, political,
spiritual, which surround him, and contrasting them with the
condition of the rude, and ignorant, and turbulent, and bigot-
ed republics of Spanish America, does not bless God, that we,
as a nation, are descended from Englishmen !

As far as it is allowed to human foresight to penetrate into
the designs of Omnipotence, the vast dominions of England
in India, New Holland, the Cape of Good Hope and America,
are all destined to become the abode of millions and millions.
of civilized men, speaking her language, and possessing her
institutions. The colenies of other nations have been sub-
jected to hersway. 'The United States are the only colonies
she has lost ; and however painful the event which separated
them from her, it can hardly be called a loss. For it has ena-
bled her to turn her immense resources into other channels.
It has converted a dependant into. a nation, alike emulous of
her fame and her charity. It has given her a coadjutor in
executing the plans of Almighty wisdom, and extending to
the rest of mankind the rich blessmgs of civil liberty and re-
ligious knowledge.

But while England and the United States are alhed by the
most sacred ties in the great work of doing good, there is one
striking characteristic in which the two nations differ. If En-
gland is eminently a colonizing nation, we are equally re-
markable for the entire absence of such a quality. We rival
England in commercial enterprise, and probably surpass her
in that adventurous daring which belongs to all classes of
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our citizens, Go where you will, and you find Americans.
But you will find them as individuals, not as colonies. To
colonize, is contrary to the very spirit and theory of our gov-
ernment. Even the little colonies of Liberia and Cape Pal-
mas are independent. Let us then consider what bearing this
remarkable difference between the two countries must have
in fitting us for the great work of evangelizing the world.
When by the gathering strength of public opinion, the
movements of an obscure monk could shake toits foundation
the papal throne, no where were so much moderation and
prudence displayed as in England. Under the auspices of
Cranmer and Ridley, two Bishops of most extensive learning
and indefatigable industry, a very exact revision took place
both of the doctrine and discipline of the Church. It is re-
corded of them both, that in no instance did they pronounce
any tenet of the Latin Church to be heretical, until they had
diligently examined all that was said on the subject by an-
cient authors, and were able to say with precision at what
period of time it was introduced.* And it deserves especially
to be remarked, that the decisions of the first four. general
councils were then recognised as the limit to which it was
designed to bring back the condition of the English Church.t

* [nstances of Cranmer’s care and diligence may be seen in Burnet Hist, of
the Reform, vol i. a. ». 1539, 1540; and of Ridley’s in* The Life of Dr. Nicho-
las Ridley,” by Gloucester Ridley. See particularly pp. 1412, 166—173,
276—279.

t In the Convocation of June, 1536, the first Article required all Bishops and
Preachers to instruct and teach the people *that they ought, and must, most
constantly believe and defend all those things to be true, which be comprehended
in the whole body and canonof the Bible; and also in the Creed and Symbols,”
viz : the Apostles, Nicene, and Athanasian; “ and that they ought, and must,
take and interpret all the samethings according to the self-same sentence and inter-
pretation, which the words of the said Creed or Symbols do purporte, and the
holy approved Doctors of the Church do entreat, and defend the same.” The
fith article required “that they ought, and must, utterly refuse and condemne all
those opinions, contrary to the said articles, which were of long time past con-
demned in the four holy Counsayles, that is to say, in the Council of Nice, Con-
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In a word, their object was to go back to that period which I
have named from the year 431 to the year 451, when the two
last of the four councils so called, those of Ephesus and
Chalcedon, took place.

I have, I trust, shown to your satisfaction, that the mis-
named Nestorians and Monophysites hold the same doctrines
which those two councils have defined. Consequently the
decision of those four first general councils expresses the doc-
trine of the Catholic Church. Now in the first year of Queen
Elizabeth, the act of parliament, by which the supremacy of
the crown, or its ancient jurisdiction over the estate ecclesi-
astical and spiritual was re-established, expressly names the
adjudication of the first four general courncils as being the
sense of the Church of England.*

stantinople, Ephese, and Chalcedonense, and all others sithe that time in any
point consonant to the same.”

The Convocation also drew up and signed an instrument respecting the au-
thority of general councils, approving of them as expedient and necessary *“ for
the reducing of Christ’s people unto one perfect unity, and concord in his reli-
gion,”—if * had and congregated in Spiritu Sancto,” and * unto that wholesome
and godly Institution and Usage, for the which they were at first devised and
used in the primitive Church.”—But, on the other hand, they * esteem, repute,
and judge, that there is, ne can be, any thing in the world more pestilent and
pernicious to the common weale of Christendom, or whereby the Truth of
God’s word, as in times past or hereafter may be sooner defaced and subverted,
or whereof has and may ensue more contention, more discord and other devil-
ish effects, than when such General Councils have or shall be assembled not
christendly nor charitably ; but for and upon private Malice and Ambition,
or other worldly and carnal respects or considerations.”— They, therefore, con-
clude ¥ that neither the Bishop of Rome, ne any one Prince of what estate, de-
gree, or preheminence soever he be, may by his own authority call, indiet, or
summon any General Council without the express consent, assent and agree-
ment of the residue of Christian Princes.” This was subscribed, July 20th,
1536, 28 Henry VIIL—See Collier E. H., vol. 2., p. 122, 123. 128.

It was evidently levelled at the Council, which it ‘'was known Pope Paul IIL
intended to call at Mantua, and which ten years later was convened at Trent.

+ The Act, of which the titleis given above, provides that the commissioners
appointed by the Crown, “to visit, reform, order, or correct any errors, heresies,
schisms, abuses, or enormities, by virtue of this act, shall not in any wise have
authority or power to order, determine, or adjudge any matter or catse to be he-

6
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Had the United States remained colonies of Great Britain,
our Church would have grown up a sickly plant under the
withering shade of state protection. 'We should have been
the perpetual objects of jealousy and dislike to the different
sects by which our land was peopled. In fact, this very
jealousy of the designs of the Mother country, with regard
to the establishment of Bishops in the Colonies, hastened the
separation. To all human view it seemed as if the feeble
communion, then known as the Church of England in
America, would be annihilated by the revolution.

But « God seeth not as man seeth.” That very revolution
produced a new epoch in the history of the Christian Church.

Events in this world are connected in so- continuous a
chain, that to estimate our own revolution properly we must

resie, but only such as have heretofore been determined, ordered or adjudged to
be heresie by the authority of the Canonical Scriptures, or by the first four gene-
ral Councils, or any of them, or by any other general Council wherein the same
was declared heresie by the express and plain words of the said Canonical
Scripture, or such as hercafter shall be ordered, judged or determined to be here-
sie by the high Court of parliament of this realm, with the assent of the Clergy
in their Convocation.” 1 Eliz. Cap. 1. (a.D. 1559) Sec. 36. See Gibson’s
Codex Jur. Eccles. Anglic. p. b4.

“'There are but four things,” says Hooker, * which concur to make complete
the whole state of our Lord Jesus Christ; his Deity, his manhood, the Con-
junction of both, and the distinction of the one from the other being joined in
one.”  Andthen, speaking of “the four most famous ancient general Councils,”
he sums up their definitions “in four words, d\nfis, redéws, idiapérws, dovyys-
ros, truly, perfectly, indivisibly, distinctly;” as forming thedoctrine of the
Church of England. Eeccl. Pol. B. v. Vol. 2. p. 218. Oxon. 1793. 8vo.

As to discipline, though political changes had removed the reasons assigned
by the second and fourth Councils for the precedence in honour of Rome and
Constantinople, yet ifthe Pope would have been content to go back to the period
of Leo L., the Church of England would not have refused him the honours of
the Western Patriarch. But the infatuated obstinacy of the Court of Rome
defeated all that the moderation of the best reformers had proposed. The
Council of Trent, under its direction, embodied in its decrees all the corrup-
tions which had been accumulating for ten centuries. Separation from her
became a duty, because she had separated from Apostolic faith and order. Yet
England did not excommunicate Rome, but left it for her to fill up the mea-
sure of her iniquities by excommunieating England.
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go back to the English revolution of 1688. By that, the
~ great principle of religious toleration had been established.
Divine Providence took that method of convincing mankind,
that however desirable unity may be, it is not to be enforced
by the penal sanctions of temporal power.

Yet there was one exception to this spirit of mild forbear-
ance. The Episcopalians of Scotland, under the odious name
of Jacobites, were hunted like the partridge on the mountains.
Their worship was proscribed ; their Bishops driven from
their sees ; their priests and deacons imprisoned, if they ven-
tured to officiate even within the sanctuary oftheir own dwel-
lings.* Yet the Episcopacy of Scotland survived it all, and
has still continued to flourish. Even in the moments of its
deepest sorrow, it had the courage to assume a responsibility
before which the English'Church, or rather the English Po-
licy, quailed. It became the honoured instrument of extend-
ing the Apostolic succession to this country in the person of
her first Bishop ; and within a few years it has again set the
glorious and first example of sending abroad a Missionary
Bishop, to oversee the multitudes of English residing on the
continent of Europe, who are in perpetual danger of being
allured to forsake the primitive faith. Of the Episcopal Church
of Scotland, an English Bishop of the last century remarked,
that, were St. Paul on earth, he would seek for communion
among them. Their Liturgy, or communion service, is in its
form more perfect, and more agreeable to ancient usage, than
that of the Chureh of England, and it served as a model for
ours. '

* For the particulars of this persecution, for so it must be termed, the reader
is referred to the Reverend John Skinner’s Ecclesiastical History of Scotland,
vol. 2. p. 624 and 664-670. Posterity will hardly credit the fact, that in the
Eighteenth Century, a peaceable Christian Minister, having in his own house
an assembly of five persons beside his own family, and from seruples of con-
science not praying for the King by name, was for the first offence to suffer six
months’ imprisonment, for a second or any subsequent offence, to be transported
to some of his Majesty’s plantations in America for life, and in case of his re-
turn to Britain, to be imprisoned for life!!! \
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From the time of Constantine, the Christian Church had
been so connected with the State, that men began to doubt
whether it could stand without political support. 'That pro-
blem was first solved by the case of the Scottish Episcopa-
lians, and still more conspicuously by ours.

When the American government was formed, the very di-
versity of religious belief prevented the formation of ana-
tional establishment. All the ties were severed by which the
State was bound to provide maintenance for the clergy. In
this way the members of the Church of England in America,
were at once freed from all restrictions imposed by political
power, and left 1o arrange their own affairs, as a spiritual
community under their own bishops.

The advantage taken of this liberty was, not to rest as En-
gland did atthe condition of the Church in the fitth century,
but to go back to that brightest and best period of antiquity,
which preceded the eonversion of Constantine, and in which
the blood of the martyrs was eminently the seed of the Church.
While in doctrine, and in all the great essentials of Christian
unity, we symbolize with England, and the ancient Eastern
Christians, our discipline, and the form of our government,
are carried back to the simplicity of that period, in which the
apostolic prophet of Patmos, saw in the midst of the golden
candlesticks, oue like unto the Son of Man.*

Does not even this imperfect sketch present to your view,
the Protestant Episcopal Church of America, the Episcopal
Church of Scotland, and the Church of England, as the least
guilty of violating the unity of the Christian Church ? And
consequently does it not point them out as being the most
likely instruments in the hands of Providence, of executing
the designs of Almighty Benevolence towards a lost and per-
ishing world ? Let me then, hasten in the last place, to pro-

* Rev. i. 12, 13.
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pose such considerations as may seem most suitable to encou-
rage us in the great work we have undertaken.
IIIL.

It has already been observed that America differs from En-
gland in nat being a colonizing nation ; or rather, I might
have said, that our colonies are formed within our own terri-
tory. 'Theyouth of our soil are pressing in crowds to the
West. Scarcely a ship enters our ports which is not freight-
ed with strangers flocking to our shores. The multitudes
are like sheep fainting for want of spiritual food ; and if we
imitate our divine master, we shall be moved with compassion
onthem.* When 1 say then that America is not like En-
gland a colonizing nation, I mean that she is not fitted, nor
can she desire, to send colonies into foreign countries. Her
own territory is already too exfensive to admit of a wish for
more. Were it not for the constantly increasing facilities of
communication, the enlargement of her borders, even by in-
ternal emigration, would be rather a source of apprehension
for the safety of our national union.

But for this very reason, the Protestant Episcopal Church
of America is eminently qualified to become

A MISSIONARY CHURCH.

For, in the first place, foreign governments can have no rea-
son to harbour any jealousy of our missions.

If the missionaries of Rome are sent, the head of their
church is a temporal prince, and he openly assumes the right
of being Lord over God’s heritage. Consequently foreign
governments will always be jealous of those who are subject
to his sway. KEven now, there is a perpetual warfare silently
carried on between him and the temporal princes of his com-
munion, arising from their dread of his encroachments. But
who can have any jealvusies of an American missionary?
He is totally unconnected with any political power; nor

* St. Matt. ix. 36,
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does he seek to render the nations, to whom he bears the
message of the gospel, subservient to any foreign master.
Governments will see, then, that it is the love of Christ which
constrains us, and not any worldly motive.

In the second place, there is an individuality in the Ameri-
can character, which fits us for this employment; an indi-
viduality, arising perhaps from the very circumstance, that
we rely not on the influence of our nation, but on oursetves.
Hence comes a disposition to assimilate ourselves with those
among whom we sojourn ;—to accommodate our manners to
their habits, and usages, and instituticns. In the American
is to be seen none of that lofty bearing and cold reserve
which arise perhaps from timidity, or national pride, or the
distinctions of rank. From the feeling of equality which
grows up with us from our ¢radle, we not only think our-
selves on a footing with those we address, but we think them
also on the same footing with us. There is a mutual reci-
procity which begets kindness. 'The consequence is that no
nation is more liked or better received than our own. Why
may not this be considered as fitting us to imitate the Apostle,
who “unto the Jews became as a Jew that he might gain
the Jews;”—who “to the weak became as weak that he
might gain the weak ;”—who “was made all things to all
men, that he might by all means save some.”*

I need say but little of that daring and enterprising spirit
of which I have spoken, and which, when sanctified by the
Holy Ghost and exerted in the cause of Christ, will produce
saints, and—if it be necessary—martyrs.

There is another consideration which ought to encourage
us. A change has evidently taken place in the feelings of
our Protestant brethren who have heretofore regarded us
" with an unfriendly aspect. T need not dwell on the causes
of this change. Sufficient is it for us that it exists. Let us
bless God, and hail it as a sign of that returning tenderness

*1 Cor. ix. 20—22.
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which under a deep sense of mutual infirmities and mutual
sin may exclaim,

Rise, let us no more contend, nor blame
Each other, blamed enough elsewhere, but strive
In offices of love how we may lighten

Each other’s burden.*

Even the intelligent and pious laity of the Roman com-
munion will see, we have reason to hope, that our views are
truly Catholic; and that we contend, not against the great
principles of Catholic verity, but against the corruptions and
the despotism of Rome.t

* Paradise Lost, B. x. 958—61.

T In confining this remark to the laity, I do not mean to cast any reflection
upon the clergy of that communion. By their ordination vows they are bound
hand and foot ; and all those sanctions which aperate most upon the minds of
honest and conscientious men, are so many impediments in the way of reforma-
tion. If therefore any rectification of abuses should take place in the Latin
Church, any returning step towards that godly and Christian unity which wilk
make our religion “a praige in the earth,” the first impulse must come from the
laity.

The following is the oath which, ever since the Council of Trent, has been
imposed upon the Bishops. It has effectually destroyed the independence of
their order, and made them the vassals of the Pope. *“Ego N. Electus Ecclesia
N. ab hac hora in antea fidelis et abedicns ero beato Petro Apostolo, sancteque
Romanz Ecelesie, et Domino Nostro, Domino N. Pape N. suisque successori-
bus caponice intrantibus, Non ero in consilio, aut consensu, vel facto, ut
vitam ﬁerdant aut membrum, seu capiantur mala captione, aut in eos violenter
manus quomodolibet ingerantur, vel injuriz alique inferantur quovis queesito
colore. Consilium verd, quod mike credituri sunt, per se, aut Nuntios suos, sew
litteras, ad eorum damnum, me sciente, nemini pandam. Papatum Romanum,
et Regalia Sancti Petri adjutor eis ero ad retinendum et defendendum, salve meo
ordine, contra.omnem hominem. Legatum Apostolice sedis in eunde et rede-
undo honorifice tractabo, et in suis necessitatibus adjuvabo. Jura, hanares,
privilegia, et auctoritatem sanctzze Romanz Ecclesiz, Domini Nostri Papz et
successorum preedictorum, conservare, defendere, augere, et promovere curabo.
Negue ero in consilio, vel facto, sew tractaty, in quibus coniva ipsum Deminum
nostrum, vel eamdem Romanam Ecclesiam gligua sinistra, vel prejudicialia
personarum, juris, honoris status et potestatis eorum machinentur. Et, si talia
& quibuscumque tractari vel procurari movero, impediam hoc pro posse; et
quants citius potero, significabo eidem Domino nostro, vel alteri, per quem pos-
18 ad ipsius notitiam pervenire. Regulas sanctorum Patrum, decreta, ordina-
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May we not then indulge the belief that the time will come,
when, as a nation, Americans may go forth «comely as Je-
rusalem”—being ¢ at unity in itself”—and therefore ¢ terrible

tiones, seu dispositiones, reservationes, provisiones, et mandata Apostolica,
totis viribus observabo, et faciam ab aliis observari, FHereticos, schismaticos,
et rebelles eidem Domino nostro vel successoribus praedictis pro posse persequar
etimpugnabo. Vocatus ad synodum, veniam, nisi prapeditus fuero canonica
prepeditione. Apostolorum limina singulls trienniis personaliter per me ipsum
visitabo; et Domine nostro, an successoribus prafatis rationem reddam de tolo
meo pastorali officio ac de rebus omnibus ad mee Ecclesie statum, ad cleri et
populi disciplinam, animarum denique, que mee fidei tradite sunl, selutem
quovis modo pertinentibus, et vicissim mandata Apostolica humiliter ricipiam,
el quam diligentissimé exequar, quod si legitimo impedimento detentus fuero,
prafata omnia adimplebo per certum Nuntium ad hoc speciale mandatum ha-
bentem, de gremio mei Capituli aut alium in dignitate Ecclesiastica constitutum,
seu alias personatum habentem ; aut, iis mihi deficientibus, per dizcesanum
sacerdotem; et clero deficiente omnind, per aliquem alium Presbyterum szecu-
larem vel regularem, spectate probitatis et religionis, de supradictis omnibus
plené instructum. De Aujus modi autem impedimento docebo per legilimas pro-
bationes ad sancie Romane Ecclesie Cardinalem Proponentem in Congrega-
tione sacri Concilin, per supradictum Nuntium transmittendas.

Possessiones vero ad mensam meam pertinentes non vendam, nec donabo,
neque impignorabo; nec de novo infeudabo, vel aliquo modo alienabo, etiam
cum consensu Capituli Eeclesize mez, inconsulto Romano Pontifice. Et siali-
quam alienationem devenero, peenas in quadam super hoc edita constitutione
contentas eo ipso incurrere volo.”

This oath the Consecrating Bishop administers to the Bishep elect, who kneels,
with the Holy Gospels open before him, saying, © Sic me Deus adjuvet et hae
Sancta Dei Evangelia.”’~~It is framed on the principles of feudal tenure, and is
so0 comprehensive that a full explanation of it would require a volume, Beside
many other exceptionable obligations which it imposes, the following, which in
the text are distinguished by Italics, will show the reader the slavish humilia-
tion, to which the Episcopal order are now reduced in the Papal Communion,

Every Bishop, at his consecration, promises,

1. Inviolable secrecy with regard to all counsels given to him by the Pope in
person, or by his messengers, or by letters, whenever the disclosure would be
prejudicial to the Pope’s interest :

2. If he knows of any consultation, or act, or treaty, prejudicial to the Pope,
or the Roman Church, to hinder it as far as lies in his power, and as soon as
possible to give notice of the same to the Pope:

3. To visit Rome, here called the threshhold of the Apostles, every three years
in person or by deputy, to render an account of his own pastoral conduct, and
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as an army with banners,”" against the enemies of God. We
ask not for the aid of our civil government. Oh no—no.
The time will come when that government will need the aid
of Christians. A dear bought experience will prove that no
government can be stable which has not the Gospel for its
foundation.

But if ever America is united as one Chureh, let its pro-
ceedings be separate from the polluting influence of worldly
power or policy. The disciples of Christ are not of the world,
though they are in the world ;t and in the langunage of our
Divine Master, while we pray that we may be one, we pray
also that God will keep us from the evil.}

‘Wherefore, Holy Fathers and Brethren, partakers of the
Heavenly calling, let us “gird up the loins of our mind,” and
prepare to go forth in the service of Christ to spread the
knowledge of the Gospel in heathen lands, and to aid with
the light of our knowledge, those Christians who are less fa-
voured than ourselves.

of all things pertaining to his Church; and humbly to receive, and with all di-
ligence execute, the orders of the Apostolic See.

With regard to the duty of visiting Rome, the oath is, by a rubrie, thus mo-
dified and explained.

1. All Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops and Bishops of Italy, the islands
adjacent, and the opposite shores of Dalmatia and Greece, must come every
three years.

2. All of Germany, France, Spain, Belgium, Bohemxa Hungary, Poland,
England, Scotland, Ireland, and all others in Europe, on this side the German
Ocean and the Baltic, every four years. -

3. Those of the more remote parts of Europe, the part of Africa opposite to
Italy, and the islands of the Atlantic on this side the continent of the New
World, once in five years.

4. All other parts of the world, once in ten years.

The Bishops of America are, therefore, bound to appear.in Rome in person,
or by deputy, once in ten years, to nge a full account of their own conduct, arnd
the state of their Churches. =

* Song vi. 4. Psalmcxxil.3. Cranmer’s version.

t St. John xvii. 14. t Ihid v. 11—15.

7
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Let us send out our bishops to “look how our brethren
fare and to take their pledge.” Wherever we find them
“ holding the mystery of the Faith in a pure conscience,’t
let us return to the good old practice of the primitive Church,
and receive from their hands the bread of life. In that way
we shall show them that we come as Christian brethren, not
as “ Lords over God’s heritage.”t A Bishop sent to explore
the condition of the Eastern Christians, and another sent to
the Greek Church, would, from their official character, be
better received than presbyters could ever be. Each would
associate with their bishops as an equal. He would learn
with accuracy the condition of their chnrches from the Over-
seers of those churches, the only persons capable of giving
the information we require. This would enable us the better
to know and provide for their wants. As it régards the hea-
then, such a measure would be opening also abundant sources
of information, because they who dwell near thém and under-
statid their language and their modes of thinking; will be best
able to point out the path in which we can most surely and
effectually walk to bear to them the light of the word.

“ For Zion’s sake,” then, “let us not hold our peace, and
for Jerusalem’s sake, let us not rest, until the righteousness
thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a
lamp that burneth.”$

Let us go forth to the fulfilment of éur high destlny —Let
us go forth to bear the name of Christ to every land which
the sun surveys.—Let us go forth 1N THE STRENGTH OF THE
Lorp Gop ALMIGHTY-—NOR CEASE OUR EXERTIONS BUT
WITH OUR LIVES, TO BEAR THE KNOWLEDGE oF THE LORD
AND oF HI1s CHRIST EVEN TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH.

* I Sam. xvii. 18. +1 Tim. 111, 9.
i1 Pet. v. 3. § Isaiah Ixii. 1.



