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SERMON LXXXV.
CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTABLE PRAYER.

ST. JOHN xvi. 23.
“Verily, verily, | say unto you, whatsoever ye shall ask the FATHER in My Name, HE will giveit you.”

MoST persons have, & some time or other, fdt panfully how far this grest promise has been
from being fulfilled to them, in ther prayers ether by themsdves or with the Church. To take
one prayer only, we pray daily for the gathering in of the heathen into the one fold, and how few
are brought in; that those dready gathered into the Church may “hold the faith,” yet how many
depart from it; “in unity of spirit,” and how are we divided; “in the bond of peace,” and how are
we rent asunder and contending one againg another, Church againg Church; those who have
forsaken the Church, saying, “down with her;” and oursdves, within, soesking one agang the
other, accusng one another; “in righteousness of life” and yet how do dl sorts of sns, and open
impurity and ungodliness, stare us in the face everywhere, and seem to have the mastery among
us, and covetousness seems to be let loose, like a demon, over our land, and dmost to possess us,
ruling us, knowing or unknowing, with a rod of iron, corrupting our dedlings with each other,
and making men hardhearted to the poor, and dinting the dms of those who do give; besdes al
the secret sns which witness againgt us before the All-seeing GobD. Then, as to oursdves, we
pray agang our infirmities, and find oursdves Hill weghed down by them; agang “the sn
which doth 0 easly besat us” and find oursdves Hill overtaken; to be more heavenly, and find
oursdves on earth; agangt bad thoughts, and are ill haunted by them; againg digtractions in
prayer itsdf, and yet wander from our FATHER'S presence to the nothingnesses of this life.
Agan, our LORD has promised to guide us into His truth, yet persons pray on this Sde and that,
in the Church and out of it, and since they are opposed to each other, some must remainin error.

How is it then? Our LORD has sad, “All things whasoever ye shdl ak in prayer,
believing, ye dhdl receive” Since then “the LORD’'S promise standeth sure” have we no belief,
that we receive not? Do we not “abide in HiM, or His words abide in us,” that His word is not
fulfilled; “if ye abide in ME and My words abide in. you, ye shdl ask what ye will and it shdl be
done unto you?’ Do we not “ask,” that we “receive “not? Are we not “seeking,” that we “find”
not? Not “knocking,” that it is not “opened” to us? Are we not “asking in His Name” that the
“FATHER giveth “not to us? And if it be so now, what are our hopes for the future, or have we
ay?

Alas, of very many it is too certan that they never pray, make not even the show of
prayer; of many, who seem to pray, asking with ther lips, what in their hearts they care not for,
or would dread to have; asking that GobD’s “will be dong’ but following only ther own; to be
“ddivered from evil,” yet evil is in dl they love and live in. Of the prayers, which come forth
from the lips, one must fear, tha if we knew “the secrets of men's hearts” as GOD ALMIGHTY
knoweth them, we should find that of many thousands, the red prayers are very few. S tha we
can no longer be surprised that prayer is so little heard, when there is reason to fear that there is
o little of prayer.

But for ourselves, who are in earnest praying, or seeking to pray, what are the conditions



implied by our LORD’S promise? so may we see more diginctly, whether we are in the way to
obtain it, and if not hitherto in the way, or sordy grieving tha our prayers have hitherto so
manifoldly faled, how we may aitain to it. HE says, “Whatsoever ye shdl ask in My Name,” as
esawhere, “Whatsoever ye shdl ask in prayer, bdieving,” and again, “If ye aiide in ME, and My
words abide in you;” and agan, “Whatsoever ye shdl ask in prayer, beieving tha ye shdl have
them;” and again, “That men ought dways to pray and not to faint.” Whence it appears that the
conditions of prayer which shdl he heard are—1. A right fath; “in My Name” 2. A right life
“if My words abide in you.” 3. That we be members of His body; “If ye adide in Me” 4. A
confidence as to the very subject of our prayer; “Beieving tha ye shdl have them.” 5.
Perseverance.

And these points mutualy bear, the one upon the other, in a way and degree which we
should not at firgt think. Thus, whence comes want of perseverance, but from want of humility,
in that we think we have a clam to receive a once what we ask for, or from want of faith, not
redizing the vaue of what we hope for? Whereas, did we fed our own meanness by nature—"
man, which is a worm,” our exceeding deformity and foulness by our own sns, deserving wrath
only, or the greainess of what we hope for, what prayer were earnest, fervent, lowly, persevering
enough, for beings such as we are to ask for things so unutterably great? that men should for ever
behold, be likened to, possess, God!

Agan, we, in the Church, are not mosly tempted to actua unbelief or misbdief in the
Object of our faith, being happily fenced round by the Creeds, which we repest in our devotions,
dill they cannot have worthy thoughts of Him, whose life is unworthy of Him; they camot have
reverent thoughts of HiM, whose habit of mind is irreverent; they cannot think worthily of the
HoLy GHosT, who continualy go againg His gracious suggestions, or are by wilfulness grieving
Him away; not of GoD the SoN, who think little or cardesdy of those sns for which HE died.
They cannot pray rightly in His Name, or bdieve in His Divine intercesson for us, whom sn
hinders from knowing their own nothingness, who gpproach to God eaesly and lightly, as though
they might ask in ther own name. Our true thoughts of GoD are GoD’S thoughts in us, as we are
then, such must our thoughts of Him be; of the wicked, GobD sath, “thou thoughtest that | was
such an one as thysdf;” the churl cannot think of Gob as bountiful; the impure of Him as pure;
the unmerciful of HiIM as merciful; the unholy of HiM as holy; they only can bdieve in HIM as
HE is, who shdl, heresfter “see HiM as HE is?” They whom HE has purified, and who are now
“purifying themsealves from dl defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holinessin Hisfear.”

We must not then take these conditions of acceptable prayer separately, but together;
snce then only will they, severdly dso, be of the right sort in us, when they are found, in
whatever degree, growing up in us together. Not then as some have sad, that ther faith cannot
be wrong, whose life is in the right, teking a once a carna standard both of life and faith; or as
others, many ways, that if the faith be right, if they hold the words of the Creed, (it may be
without redizing them,) or if they profess to be judified through the dl-sufficient merits of our
REDEEMER, and in no way trust in themsalves, the fruits of such professon must needs be a right
life, but watching over each separately, examining each, praying that in each what is yet lacking
may he supplied.

“In My Name” “Whatsoever ye shdl ask the FATHER in My Name, HE will give it you,”
as again, HE sath, “Whasoever ye shdl ask in My Name, that will | do, that the FATHER may be
glorified in the SoN “if ye ddl ask any thing in My Name, | will do it;” shewing thereby that we
must ask HiM as One GobD with the FATHER, of equa Power and Mgesty with the FATHER, so
that whatsoever is given to our prayers, is given to us equaly by the FATHER and the SON, as



being One.

It suffices not then, that we ask “in His Name” if we bdieve not in HiM, as HE has
revedled HIMSELF unto us. we ask not in His Name, “the Name which is above every name,
whereat every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and earth, and under the earthy” if we ask in
His Name, as other than HE is “Very Gob of Very Gob,” not according to any “doctrines of
men,” but as HE has declared HIMSELF, exiding in the Co-Eternal and Co-Equd Trinity in Unity,
and Unity in Trinity, in Whose Name we were, by Bagptism, made members of the Ever-Blessed
SON. And this we should seek to impress upon ourselves, by repeating our Creeds, and earnest
meditation, that we approach HiM not only as the REDEEMER and High Priest, Who was not
ashamed to “cdl us Brethren,” but as our LORD and our GobD, Who as GOD heareth the prayers,
which as Gob, Who hath taken into HIMSELF our manhood, HE presenteth to the FATHER with
Whom HE is One Gob. So only shdl we be saved from irreverence, and pray redly in His Great
Name.

“In My Name” not then in any way or degree in our own name, but in His in the
hallowed adorable Name of JEsus, of HiIM Who “shdl save His people from ther sns” not as
desarving any thing of oursdves, but in HiM; not as being any thing in oursdves, but acquiring
our only right of gpproaching HiM, in that we have been taken out of ourselves, our naturd Sate
of nothingness and decay, and have been grafted into HiM. Yea, and being in Him, ill in His
Name, not as having any confidence in oursaves, our fath, our works, our fedings, Gop’s gifts
to us or in us, our taents, sation, wedth; nay, nor if GoD have wrought any thing by our hands,
but rather fearing the more exceedingly, for every gift which Gob has bestowed upon us, lest it
turn to our condemnation; confessng our poverty, the more HE has enriched us, our blindness,
the more He has enlightened us, our waywardness, the more HE has done to favour us, our
emptiness, the more HE has bestowed upon us. For this it is which oftentimes makes our case 0
sad to us; “if | had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin; but now they have no
clok for their gn;” it is the many cdls which we have had from HimM, but not obeyed as we
ought; it is the abundant grace, which we have not used; it is the richness and fulness of His
ordinances afforded to us, year by year, week by week, day after day, which we have so often
wadted; it is that we have, too likdy, ever stopped short of what His graciousness designed for
us, never have used to the full the tdents committed to us, which makes our failures and our sSins
such an intolerable burthen. Yet this sense of nothingness we find not only in such as we mogly
are, but, and that much more—and therefore how much more should it be in us—in those
eminent saints, whose prayers have been especially regarded by Gob. When Abraham prayed for
Sodom and the cities of the plain, and obtained that al should be spared, if there were but ten
righteous, when he was exdted to be an image of the All-prevaling “MEDIATOR between GoD
and man,” he confessed himsdf to be but “dust and ashes” when Job was bid to be a mediator
and offer sacrifice, and pray for his three friends, it was when he had said, “I abhor mysdf, and
repent in dust and ashes” when Danid’s prayer was accepted for his people, and Gabrid was
sent forth from the presence of GOD to declare to him the coming of our LORD, “to make
reconciligtion for sn and bring in everlagting righteousness” it was when he had st his face to
the LORD his GoD to seek by prayer, with fasting and sackcloth and ashes, was confessing his sin
and the dn of his people, “to us belongeth confusion of face” “not for our righteousnesses, but
for Thy great mercies” This sense of nothingness there must be in us, if we would be accepted,
not working oursdves up to fed it, or decelving ourseves, but confessng it the more, if we fed
it not, snce we have not, for our Ins or our pride, obtaned of GobD the grace to fed it,
confessing it by an act of faith as what we know and beieve of oursdves, though our hearts be



too hard and cold and stony to fed it, and praying HimM, Who brought water out of the stony rock,
to moigen our sony hearts with the dew of His Life-gving SPIRIT that we may fed it. This is the
very essence of al prayer; confesson of need to HiM, Who Alone hath. The parched and gaping
earth, the young raven’s cry, the lion's roar, are set forth to us as so many images of our prayer;
only they, unreasoning as they be, know what they need, and we, duller ill, know not what to
ask, and so have the more need to pass by ourselves and cast oursalves on HimM, and pray in His
Name, Who has “dl things in heaven and earth,” to give us what HE knows to he good for us; to
give us, aove dl, His SPIRIT, Who, when “we know not what we should pray for as we ought,
maketh intercesson for us with unutterable groanings,” and that “according to the will of God.”

In Heaven they have and praise; in Eden we had, and might have praised; in Heaven
again, they who are brought thither safe, shdl have of their own, have the “true riches” and
“everlaging joy,” and shdl prase for ever; here, while we ae pilgrims and drangers’—
edranged the more from our home, in tha we make this too much our home—we must pray, as
then only “possessing dl things” when we know we “have nothing.” What we have, we have not
of our own, hut lent us, nothing abides with, us, as a token to us that here we shadl not abide
oursglves, what we seem mogt to have of our own is so, but by a continud renewd of what is
decaying; our strength daly decays, and is exhaugted, to be renewed by daily food and nightly
deep; our wedth and subsgence is dally spent and daly replenished; our memories are ever
decaying and ever restored; our spirits live not on what we had, once for dl, but are continualy
fed by the teaching of the same truths, the hearing of the same Word of GoD, the repeating of the
same Creeds, the praying of the same prayers, and, if we are full grown and fathful, by the
continud receiving of the same Bread of Life We are, throughout life, by holding what we have,
as not our own, learning to be fitted to have of our own, in the only way in which created being
can have any good, in entire dependence upon HiM, Who created al, and Whose own dl are,
gncein HiM and through Him al have and had their being. As without Him we could not be, so
without HIM we could not use one function of our being, and neither have wha we have, nor use
what we seem to have, except to our own ruin, our strength, and the power to use it, and much
more the grace not to abuse it; our thoughts, and the power to controul or direct our thoughts, are
from HiM; without HiIM we could not think one good thought, speak one good word, form one
good wish, perform one good act; al grace whereby we do things gracious and grateful to Him,
is His, al power to use His grace is a second grace of His, tha we fadl not more short of His
grace than any do, is His dl which is our own, is for the most pat our short-comings,
infirmities, negligences, ignorances, sns, a bed, it is the not casting asde His grace in us, going
adong with it when moved, risng when cdled ganding up when bid in That Name which gives
drength to our pased limbs, over which It was in Baptism firg pronounced, and by virtue of
which cal dl other cdls have their power. And if what we seem to have is dependent upon Him,
to be supplied daily by Him, how much more what we have not—aas! one need not speak, in
such as most of us are, of increase of grace and glory, but of repentance yet incomplete and to be
perfected; of sns, whose pardon is as yet unseded; of vanities, yet dowly to be unleant; of
defilements yet to be burned out; of fitness for Heaven yet to be acquired; of perseverance to the
end yet to be obtained. So truly, whether we look to what we have or what we have not, have we
need to ak in His saving Name, that what we have may, notwithstanding our often misuse of it,
our never-ceasing short-comings, be continued to us, what we have not may be added for His
sake, for Whom done we have what we have, in Whom aone our very being is. So truly is the
confesson of our emptiness, the very condition of our being filled: “Open thy mouth wide, and |
will fill it;” fill it in proportion to the wide-ness of thy petitions, “according to thy faith be it unto



thee” more if our faith be more, if less, in that degree logt.

“In My Name” we must then have a right to gpproach in That Name, a right to ask in
That Name and that is, if we have been admitted within the compass of that Name of strength,
and having been, abide in CHRIST; in other words, if, by being baptized into That Name, we have
become members of His Body, and having been made such, do by obedience abide in Him. We
could have no right to name that Name of oursdves, snners could have no right to name that
Holy Name, a which devils tremble. “Jesus | know, and Paul | know, but who are ye?’ Our very
fath entitles us not to it; it belongs to us not by any act of our own, but by His, adopting us, re-
cregting us, giving us a “new Name” even His own, as having been re-cregted in Himsdf; and
putting It into our mouths, and emboldening us to utter It: it belongs to us, because HE has by
His minister pronounced it over us, even His Names, snce where HE is, there is the ever-blessed
TRINITY; nor is He where They are not; whence in Holy Scripture it is dl one, whether it oesks
of being baptized into the Name of the LORD JESUS, or of being baptized in the Name of the
FATHER, SON, and HoLY GHOST; it is but another way of spesking of those words of Baptism,
which were ever used in the Church, as we ill use them, because it was thus commanded by the
LORD.

Sad then as it is to spesk of, one cannot say that they have a full right to pray in That
Name, who, in the growing ignorance or cardessness of the ordinances of our LORD, neglect to
receive That Name, as HE commanded it, in Holy Baptiam; for Scripture says, “dl who have
been baptized into CHRIST, have put on CHRIST, have been buried with CHRIST, have risen with
CHRIST, been new-created in CHRIST, but no where gives us hope, that they are clad with Him, or
have been buried into His Death, who have not, as HE bade, been baptized in Him; would that
one could say confidently, that they had a right to use it, who use it out d the One Body, which
HE formed in One Faith, by One Baptism in our One LORD! In better times, schism or divison
from the Church, cut off from the Body of CHRIST, which the Church is in whatever degree it
does not now, it must be by the sin of the Church; and readily may the Church bear a portion of
the an, either in her neglect to provide for those entrusted to her, or of acting up to her duties,
and glorifying her FATHER by that holiness which should mark her out to be His; if so those now
separate from her may not be cut off dtogether. And as she shares the sin, go does she share the
punishment; for since the promise was made to the One Body formed in the One Name, dl must
suffer, now that that oneness is broken; one member cannot suffer without the other members
auffering with it; the promise was to those who love in HiM, are one in HIM; sSince we then are
many, and love has been impaired, we have much to fear, lest we have forfeited the fulness of
the promises enough to be saved we know we have oursdves, we trust dl have who, amid an
inherited ignorance of the privileges of the Church, bdieve in tha saving Name yet it is too
likely that dl our privileges are impaired by these rents, that the stream of grace no longer runs
90 richly through dl the branches, which are thus torn, though not wholly severed; we have dl
more reason to pray for the peace and unity of the Church, as suffering oursdves from its
disunion. As we are not saved by oursdves, are not members of our LORD by oursdves, but in
His Church and the Communion of Saints, so our privileges and the helps to our sdvation are, in
a mygerious way, wrapped up in the well-being of the Church; adl her sons share probably in the
hedth or sckness of “the mother of us al;” to take only this one subject of prayer, snce St. Paul
0 earnedtly desred the prayers of his converts; if he, the inspired Apostle, who “had the SPIRIT
of Gop” “and “the mind of CHRIST,” and “spake in CHRIST,” Hill needed the prayers of others,
that he might “spesk the mystery of CHRIST;” if he, “the ambassador in bonds for the Gospd,”
needed their prayers that he might “spesk boldly, as he ought to spesk,” how must not we dl



auffer that the prayers of the Church are so minishcd, many large portions of the Church never
pray for us at dl, they who pray lessened, the prayers of those who pray, weakened by lack of
lovel Cetanly Chrigian life is every where in a mamed dae, as well as Chrigian love. The
gathering in of the scattered sheep may not only gladden the forsaken fold, but may, we hope,
draw down the gracious look of the Good Shepherd, Who, the more for our earnest prayers, will
bring them on His shoulders rgoicing.

But as we must have been brought into Him, o, in order to pray aright in His Name, must
we, by obedience as by faith, be abiding in Him. “If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in
you.” Then only do we abide in HiM, when His words abide in us, “hidden within our hearts, that
we Sn not agang Him;” abide in us, directing and controlling, urging or restraining, keeping us
in the narow way when we turn to the right hand or to the left, and hastening us on in it. “The
foundation of the LORD is sure, having this sedl, ‘The Lord knoweth them that are His’ and ‘Let
every one that nameth the Name of CHRIST depart from iniquity.” GoOD’S sedl upon us, whereby
HE acknowledgeth and taketh knowledge of them tha are His, is only then sure, when we keep
unbroken that other inscription given by His finger upon us, “let every one that nameth the Name
of Christ depart from iniquity.” Some sins, we know, as hypocrisy, turn prayer itsdf into an; “let
his prayer be turned into sn,” “the sacrifice of the wicked is an aomination to the LORD;” “he
that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer ddl be an aominaion,” but
every dn is contrary to prayer and a hinderance to it; “if | regard iniquity in my heart, the LORD
will not hear me” it is contrary to the very nature of prayer; since prayer is a dependence upon
GoD, sn seeks happiness out of GoD; it makes men fdter in their prayer, so that they unsay in
ther hearts what they have sad with ther lips, “give me continence” prayed, in his unbaptized
date, he who was afterwards St. Augustine, “only not now;” he prayed for it as a blessing, but
shrunk from its cost; and so too now men often draw back from their prayers, long to pray, haf
pray, yet dread the condition the hearing of their prayers may involve of drictness, hardness,
sacrifice, sdf-denid; they would be of GoD’s sde, yet camot be wholly. Or, again, they would
atan some grace, or bresk off some sn they know of, yet some sn they have hidden from
themselves bars them from the grace, and gives the magtery to the sn they loathe; or they would
fan dtan the truth, but some hidden defect, vanity, sdf-opinion, love of prase, or esse
senqudity, covetousness, blinds them to it. | have sad “them,” but who amongst us must not
sorrowfully own, that his prayers are held back by manifold infirmities, the sad offspring, at best,
of his former sns? who must not long to live “more as he prays” that he may pray more as he
ought? who not pray to be “ddivered from the bonds of those sins which by his frailty he has
committed?” who not, to be deansed from the sns which by unfathfulness he has hidden from
himsdf, and now are become “secret” to him, that his prayers be not hindered, and his life be not
a hindrance to and belie his prayers? And so we have need, not only to pray that we he guided
into the truth of doctrine or of life, but aso not to rely upon our own prayers too confidently, as
though we should of course possess the truth because we pray, while we know not of ourseves
whether we are such as are worthy to have “dl truth” disclosed to us, whether we have not dl the
while some darkness in us, which hinders the shining-in of dl Gob’s holy truth. Even on this
ground may we entrust ourselves the rather to the guidance of Gob’s Church, which we know,
and in our Creeds confess, to be “holy,” while we sorrowfully confess our own unholiness, and
pray the while that Gob would “look well whether there be any way of wickedness in us” and so
“lead us in the way everlagting” of fath and life; so when we are holy like her, we shadl see ds0
for oursdves the truth committed to her, to be the truth of Gob. And on this account done must
it be very dangerous to find fault with any thing we find in her, not only lest we be irreverent and



bregk “the firad commandment with promise” but lest what we ignorantly blame be just the very
truth which is wanting to us, and which some defect in oursdves blinds us from seeing.

As dl dn hinders prayer, so though we trust our prayers shal not be shut out, that we
perish, yet is there an endless difference in the efficacy of the prayers of those of whom we hope
with ourselves, that their prayers are in their measure accepted. There is then much room for
diligence, in that we would help to save others and those we love, but aso for oursaves, since
one knows not whether the degree of prayer, or fath, or duty, which may be accepted for others
will be for ourselves, since it may be, though we know it not, that we are of those to whom much
having been given, much will he required of them. As we are, such are our prayers and GOD’S
hearing of them. If ye abide in Me and My words abide in you,” our LORD sath, “ye shdl ask
what ye will and it shdl be given you.” Our access to the FATHER is through the closeness of our
union with the SON; and that union, having been received through Baptism, is uphed through
obedience, which is the life of our fath. “If ye keep My commandments” HE sath, “ye shdl
abide in My love” Every dn in its degree loosens that union; every act of obedience knits it
closer, because it admits more of that HoLy SPIRIT through Whom HE dwelleth in us, and we in
Him. All, who shdl be saved, must aide in Him; yet do they abide in HiM in different degrees,
some, like Apostles and Martyrs, and doubtless many hidden saints now, whom the world knows
not of, or whose outward life done it can know of, cleaving to HiM with an ever-glowing love,
fruitful in al holy obedience, and conforming the whole man, feature by fegture, to the LORD, on
Whom they hang with adoring love, Whom done in dl they see, in Whom ther whole life is but
mogt of us, it is to be feared, under their fegt, abiding, (if by His undeserved goodness we do yet
abide) weskly, uncertainly, ungeedfastly; our hold broken by our many sins and infirmities, our
“dns separating between us and our Gob,” 0 that though “His hand is not shortened, that it
cannot save, nor is His ear heavy that it cannot hear, our sins have hid His face from us that HE
will not hear;” and “though we make many prayers” it is a great mercy that some pass through.
We are 0 unlike His SoN, Whose imperfect members we yet hope we are, that we scarce dare
hope HE will look on members so full of decay, 0 “ready to perish.” And o, while the prayers
of others may preval with Gob for the kingdoms of the world, or for the Church which is “not of
this world,” may bind Satan, or loose whom he has bound; may save souls, which have not
“dnned unto death;” obtain free course for the Gospel of GobD; close heaven, as Elijah, or open
it; plead with GoD, as Moses and Phinehas, that HE cast not off the people HE had chosen; stop
persecutions, hold back the powers of darkness, even when they are about to have rule given
them over a qguilty land, (as one knows not whose hidden lowly prayers yet hold in check the
dements of evil, the lavful offsoring of our dns which an unseen Hand done hinders from
making our homes desolate) ours, even if accepted, may hardly and with difficulty be saving
ourselves.

But be it so, there is comfort yet; be it that the fath and prayers of others may avall
much; that “the prayer of fath” may “hed the Sck” in body or in soul; may be “turning many to
righteousness” to be their glory and crown while they “shine as the stars for ever;” and the fresh
life and love which GobD is pouring into His Church be granted to their fervent righteous prayer,
to their endless glory; while we poor and blind and miserable, our crown forfeited, our birth-right
in great part wasted, our hopes and our selves decayed, our FATHER'S first blessng bestowed on
more entire fathful sarvice; they whom we might have resembled firgt, and we lagt; have rather
to pray that we be “saved so as by fire)” that the burthen of our many sins be lightened, our sores
heded, our dans blotted out, our leprosy cleansed, the injuries we have caused to others
cancdled;, ad when we pray for others, for our friends, and the Church, (as pray we must) we



must be oppressed by the sense of our own utter unworthiness to be heard, there is comfort yet;
“Whoso cometh unto ME, | will in no wise cast out.” Persevere we to the end, week by week,
and day by day, through His help, through Whom adone we could have begun, or can begin, and
in Whose Name we may yet pray, in the covenanted mercies of that Holy Sacrament wherein It
was caled upon us, and we were made His—persevere we, day by day, haing and confessing to
Him the dns which press upon us, praying for humility and true repentance, and labouring to
practise what we pray; praying HiIM to give us “broken hearts, which HE will not despise” to
“wash us throughly from our wickedness’ in His Blood, and cleanse us from dl our dn; and HE
who gave us our godly sorrow, will make our sorrow our joy, will heal our wounds here, or make
them hedthful to us as haing thereby the more the sns which made them; and in the end, “they
who sow in tears shdl regp in joy.” Wdl might we fant, did we think what endless joy is, the joy
of His Holy Countenance, and that we, so sin-defiled, seek to be admitted there, and yet that
others shdl be shut out! “Wel might we faint a the grestness of the rewards,” said a holy man,
“did we not congder the dignity of the price paid,” the Blood of Him, Who, being man, was
Gob! Wdl might we fant a dght of our own sns, were not our PHYSICIAN ALMIGHTY! HE
heded our infirmities by His Life HE bore our sins by His Death; HE “is ever & the right hand
of GoD, and maketh intercession for us” Shrink we not then from the dally task of sorrow and
repentance; so it may be that HE who heareth the cry of the humbled, will hear our prayer, not for
oursalves only, but, among others, for those we love or ought to pray for adso; our very sense of
unworthiness may render them acceptable in His sght, Who “ressteth the proud and giveth
grace unto the humble,” for the sake of His worthiness, a the footstool of Whose mediatoria
throne we fdl low. Come we to Him, pleading to HiM His own Cross and Passion, which HE
suffered that we might not; praying Him by His own descent into hdl, that “the pit may not shut
its mouth upon us,” come we to HiM with the words and faith d those on whom HE wrought His
cures while on the earth; pray Him, “JEsu, Magter, have mercy on me;” show HiM as our High-
Priest the sores we cannot hide from HiM as our Judge, and HE will look upon us, and our
leprous spots, and by His compassionate look will hed them, and deansing them will pronounce
them deansed. He will “forgive dl our iniquities, and hed dl our diseases” “redeem our life
from dedruction, and crown us with loving-kindness and tender mercies” Meanwhile, tarry we
His leisure and persevere; “though HE tarry, wait for Him, because HE will surdy come, HE will
not tarry;” it may be that suffering and suspense is the gppointed fire through which He would
purge our Sns, seek we, through His grace, to degpen in us dl which makes prayer acceptable, a
lowly fath, a righteous life, deaving to HiM, persavering trust, and if HE seem to hide His face
from us, it will but be, that, praying the more earnestly, HE may hear us the more; though, as HE
tried the Canaanitish woman, HE seem to deny us ye, if following her faith, we own oursdves
as dogs, unfit to have the children's bread, HE will say to us a the last, “Be it unto thee
according to thy word;” if we seek to be but hired servants, HE will a the last make us once
more sons.

Only remember we, that charity and fasting are the wings of prayer; fasting as a token
and means of sdf-abasement, charity to man as a token of our love to Gob, Whom we see not,
and drawing down His ineffable love to us through Whom we love; charity in forgiving wrong,
charity in showing mercy in our prayers, as we hope to have others prayers for us, charity
especidly in sdf-denying dmsgiving to CHRIST'S poor; so forgiving, may we be a last forgiven;
being “merciful,” we may a the lag “obtan mercy;” giving, it shdl be “given to us, good
measure, pressed down and shaken together, shdl they give into our bosom,” even the



overflowing love of Gob, which HE will pour into the hearts of those who love in Him, opening
them by Hislove to recelve Hislove, even HIMSELF, Who is Love.



