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ARTICLE XII.

Having thus discovered the truth of this Article, we may
easily perceive what every man is obliged to believe, and under-
stood to profess, when he confesseth a belief of Zke resurrection
of the body ; for thereby he is conceived to declare thus much:
I am fully persuaded of this as of a most necessary and infallible
truth, that as it is appointed for all men once to die, so it is also
determined that all men shall rise from death, that the souls
separated from our bodies are in the hand of God and live, that
the bodies dissolved into dust, or scattered into ashes, shall be
recollected in themselves, and reunited to their souls, that the
same flesh which lived before shall be revived, that the same
numetrical bodies which did fall shall rise, that this resuscitation
shall be universal, no man excepted, no flesh left in the grave,
that all the just shall be raised to a resurrection of life, and all
the unjust to a resurrection of damnation; that this shall be
performed at the last day when the trump shall sound ; and thus

I believe the resurrection of the body.

ARTICLE XII.

And the Lafe everlasting.

THIS last Axticle, though not to be found in all39, yet was
g y

59 Not in all ; for divers ended with
that of the resurrection, as appeareth
by Ruffinus; who not only expounded
the Aquileian Creed, but collated it
with the Greek and Roman, and yet
makes no mention of this Article, but
concludes with that of the resurrection.
“ Sed et ultimus iste sermo qui resurrec-
tionem carnis pronunciat, summam to-
tius perfectionis succincta brevitate con-
cludit.” Expes. in Symb. [§. 41. p.
cexxvii.] And whereas he shews the
custom of the Aquileian Church to make
a cross upon their forehead at the naming
of hujus carnis, he tells us elsewhere in
his Apology against St. Jerom, that it
was to conclude the Creed. ‘Quo sci-
Jicet frontem, ut mos est, in fine sym-
boli signaculo contingentes, et ore car-
nis hujus videlicet quam continginus
resurrectionem fatentes, omnem vene-

nate adversum nos linguse calumni-
andi aditum perstruamus.” [In 8. Je-
rome, vol. ii. p. 587 E.] In the same
manner St. Jerom his contemporary ; ‘In
symbolo fidei et spei nostre, quod ab
Apostolis traditum, mon scribitur in
charta et atramento, sed in tabulis cor-
dis carnalibus, post confessionem Trini-
tatis et unitatem Ecclesie, omne Chris-
tiani dogmatis sacramentum carnis re-
surrectione concluditur.” Epist. 61. [Lib.
cont. Joan. Hieros. §. 28. vol. ii. p.
435 E.] So St. Chrysostom ; Merd v
&mwayyeAlay Ty wvoricdy pnudTer éxei-
vwv Kol poBepy, Kol Tods ppuctobs kavi-
vas Ty éx Tob odpavol katevexOévrwy
Soyudrwr, ral TobTo WPds TY TéAer mpo-
orlfeuer, drav péAAwuev Boamtifew, ke-
Aebovres Aéyew 871 moTebw els verpiv
dvdaTaciy, kal éxl 1§ wioter Tabry Baw-
Tifduela: perd ydp Td bporoyioar Tobro
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expressed in many ancient Creeds6®: in some by way of addi-
tion, and the life everlasting ; in others by way of conjunction
with the former, the resurrection of the body unto everlasting life.
Upon this connexion with the former will follow the true
interpretation of this concluding Article; for thereby we are
persuaded to look upon it as containing the state of man
after the resurrection in the world to come.

As therefore St. Paul hath taught us to express our belief of
a resurrection both of the just and the unjust, so after the resur-
rection we are to consider the condition of them both; of the
one as risen to everlasting life, of the other as risen to ever-
lasting punishment and contempt; and so those who first ac-
knowledged this Article did interpret it61. Although therefore
1ife everlasting, as it is used in the Scriptures, belongeth to the

Just alone, and is never mentioned otherwise than as a reward

peTd Tév EAAwy, Tére Kabiéucla els THy
Ty TRV leplov vaudrwy ekelvwy., Homil,
40. tn 1 ad Corinth. [§. 1. vol. x. p.
379 B.] So Maximus Taurinensis after
those words, ‘Carnis resurrectionem,’
adds, ‘Hic religionis nostre finis, hee
summa credendi est.’ [p. 40 F.] And
Venantius Fortunatus after the same
words, ¢ Summa perfectionis concludi-
tur.” [1ib. xi. 1. p. 482 F.] And in the
MS. set forth by the bishop of Armagh,
Zaprds dvdoracw and ¢ Carnis resurrec-
tione’ are the last words.

60 As Petrus Chrysologus expressly;
“Credimus wvitam ceternam ; quia post
resurrectionem nec bonorum finis est,
nec malorum. Signate vos.” Serm. 6o.
{p. 706 A.] And again; ‘Bene addidit,
vitam eternam, ut se resurrecturum cre-
deret, qui resurget per ipsum, qui cum
Deo Patre et Spiritu Sancto vivit et
regnat.’ Serm. 62. [p. 708 B.] So Ethe-
rius Uxamensis, and Eusebius Galli-
eanus, So we find Serm. de Temp. 131,
[al. cexvr.]) and De Symb. ad Catechum.
b, 1. cap. 9. [S. Aug. vol. vi. p. 556 B.]
“Quomodo Carnis resurrectionem? Ne
forte putet aliquis quomodo Lazari, ut
scias non sic esse, additum est, in vitam
eternam.” And, lib.ii. cap. 12. [p. 567 E.]
¢ Hoc sequitur etiam in isto sancto sym-
bolo, quod post Resurrectionem carnis
credamus et tn vitam wternam.’ Lib. iii.
cap. 12. [p. 574 G.] In vita aterna;
and 1ib. iv. cap. 12. {p. 582 A.] ‘Hoec

sequitur in sancto symbolo, quod omnia
quz credimus et speramus ¢n vita @terna
percipiamus.” And Carolus Magnus in
his reprehension of Basilius bishop of
Ancyra; ‘Non eo modo prajudicat
pretermissio imaginum adorationis sa-
cree fidei puritati, quee interdicta potius
quam instituta est; sicut prejudicant
Remissio peccatorum, Carnis resurrec-
tio, et Vita futuri seeculi, si in confes-
sione preetermittantur ; qua utique et
in omni Seripturarum serie predicantur,
et ab Apostolis in symbolo laudabili
brevitate connexaz tenentur.” Capitul.
Ub. iii. cap. 6. Anonymus in Homilia
sacra set forth by Elmenhorstius with
Gennadius {p. 47. ed. Hamb. 1614.];
¢ Post istam abrenunciationem nos in-
térrogati a sacerdote, Credis in Deum
Patrem omnipotentem, Creatorem ceeli
et terree ! unusquisque respondit, Credo.
Credis et in Dominum Christum, Filium
ejus unicum, Dominum natum ex Maria
virgine passum et sepultum? et respon-
dit, Credo. Tertia interrogatio, Credis
et Spiritum Sanctum, sanctam Eccle-
siam catholicam, Sanctorum communi-
onem, Remissionem peccatorum, Carnis
resurrectionem, et Vitam sternam? et
respondit unusquisque nostrim, Credo.’

61 As appeareth by those words of
Chrysologus; ¢Credimus vitam eeter-
nam, quia post resurrectionem nec be-
norum finis est, nec malorum.’” Serm.

6o. [p. 706 A.]
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Phil.iii, 11,

ARTICLE XII.

promised and given to them who fear and serve the Lord; yet
the same words may be used to express the duration of any
persons which live never to die again, whatsoever their state and
condition in itself shall be. For as the resurrection of the dead
is taken in the Scriptures for the happy and eternal condition
which followeth after it, as when the Apostle saith, If &y any

means I might attain unto the resurrection of the deadt?; which 390

he must needs be most certain to attain unto, who believed the
resurrection of the just and unjust, and therefore if he had
spoken of the resurrection in general, as it belongeth unto all, he
needed not that expression, If' &y any means, nor that which went
before, the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings, for without them he
should certainly rise from the dead; but he meant that resurrec-
tion which followeth upon the being made conformable unto kis
death, which is a resurrection in conformity to the resurrection
of Christ. As, I say, the resurrection of the dead is taken in the
Scripture for everlasting happiness, and yet the same language
is and may be used for the general resurrection of all men, even
of such as shall be everlastingly unhappy ; so #he life everlast-
éng%3, though used for a reward given only unto the elect, may
yet be taken as comprehending the condition of the reprobate
also, understood barely for the duration of persons living.

All those then who shall rise from the dead shall rise to life,

62 Phil. iii. 11, Though in this place
it is not barely évdoraois, but eavdora-
ais, Eis 7y éavdoracw T&v vexpdv, and
in the Alexandrian MS. Eis 7iy éavd-
aragw iy ¢k vexpdy, which is the most
ancient reading, as appeareth by the
vulgar translation, S% quo modo occurram
ad resurrectionem, que est ex mortuis;
and the reading of Tertullian, S¢ qua con-
curram in resuscitationem que est o mor-
tuis : De Resur. Carn.cap.23.[p.339 A.]
and the Syriac translation, jnT1 8pP0PY
RN M3, yet the davdotags of itself
was taken for no more than évdorac:s
by any of the translators. And St.
Chrysostom did so understand it, as ap-
peareth by these words on the place,
[(Hom. xi. §. 3. vol. xi. p. 287 A.]
El 7ws katavthow, ¢nolr, els Thy éfavd-
otaow THY ér vexpay' (which is the
reading of the Alexandrian MS.) 7{ Aé-
yeis; kal phy wdvres abTiis Tuyxdrovay,
wdvTes ptv yip ob rowndnoducba, pnal,
wdrTes 8¢ GAAaynadueda, kal odk dvuoTd-

cews pdvys, dAAL kal dpbapolas mdvres,
of péy els Ty, of 8¢ els ¢pddiov roAd-
oews. Ei rolywy wdvres Ths dvacrdoews
TUYXdVoust, kal ob THs dvaoTdaews ubvys,
&ANG kal d@fapolas, s s uéAwy &ai-
pérov Twbs Tuyxdvew Eheves, EY mws xa-
ravthiow; By which it appeareth that
St. Chrysostom took no mnotice of the
word éfavdorass, or of the phrase # éx
T@&Y vekpdr, but as the interpretation of
the Apostle’s intention addeth, Holar
évraife dvdgraciy ¢noi; Ty mpds adrdy
#yovoay Tov Xpwordv. So also Theo-
doret’s paraphrase ; “Iva perdoyw kal
Tiis dragTdoews. It is therefore, I con-
ceive, a notion peculiar to Theophylact
among the Greeks, Ildvres uév dvlorar-
Tal, 00 wdvtes 8¢ kal davioTavrar. Ad
locum. [p. 608.]

63¢ Sed sciendum est quia omnes et
boni et mali resurgere habent ad vitam,
sed non omnes resurgent ad gloriam.’
Ruffin. Com. in Psal. i. [p. 5.]

AND THE LIFE EVERLASTING.

and after the resurrection live by a true vital union of their
souls unto their bodies: and because that union shall never

~ cease, because the parts united shall never be dissolved, because
it is appointed for men once to die, and after their reviviscency Heb.ix.z7.

never to die again, it followeth that the life which they shall

‘live must be an everfasting life.

To begin then with the resurrection to condemnation; the
truth included in this Article, in reference unto that, is to this
effect, that those who die in their sins, and shall be raised to
life, that they may appear before the judgment-seat of Christ,
and shall there receive the sentence of condemnation, shall be
continued in that life for ever to undergo the punishment due
unto their sing; in which two particulars are contained, the
duration of their persons, and of their pains. For two ways this
eternity may be denied; one, by a destruction or annihilation
of their persons, with which the torments must Likewise cease;
the other, by a suspension or relaxation of the punishment, and
a preservation of the persons, never to suffer the same pains
again. Both of which are repugnant to the clear revelations of
the justice of Gtod against the disobedience of man.

Our first assertion therefore is, that the wicked after the day
of judgment shall not be consumed or annihilated, but shall
remain alive in soul and body to endure the torments to be
mflicted upon them by the justice of God, for all the sins com-
mitted by them while they were in the body. They who of
late oppose the eternal subsistence and misery of the wicked,
strangely maintain their opinion, not as a position to be proved
by reason, as some of the heathens did®¢, but as a truth de-
livered in the Scriptures; as if the word itself taught nothing
but an annihilation of the enemies of God, and no lasting tor-
ment: as if all the threats and menaces of the justice and wrath
of God were nothing else but what the scoffing atheist expects,
that is, after death never to be again; or if they be, as it were
in a moment to lose that being for ever. Because the Scripture

391 speaks of them as of such as shall be destroyed, and perish, and

die; therefore they will give that comfort to them here, that
though their life in which they sin be short, yet the time in
which they are to be tormented for their sins shall be shorter

64 Mdxerar &0dvaros ¢pdois dayndéor 7év éorw. Sext. Empir. adv. Mathemut,
xal Baodvoss, émelmep wdy 7O GAyody Oom- p. 321 D,
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ARTICLE XII.

far. They tell us where the Scripture mentioneth destruction
in hell, it speaks of perdition, but no torment there. In this
sense will they understand those words of Christ, (so full of
terror in the true, so full of comfort to the wicked in their
exposition,) Fear not them whick kill the body, but are not able to
kill the soul; but rather fear kim whick is able to desiroy both
soul and body in hel85. If this place speak, as those men would
have it, of perdition only, not ef cruciation, then will it follow
that God is not able to cruciate and torment a man in hell; for
there can be no other reason why it must be spoken of perdition
only, excluding cruciation, but because he is able to annihilate,
not to cruciate. No, certainly a man may be said to be de-
stroyed, and perish, to be lost and dead, who is rejected, sepa-
rated and digjoined from God the better and the nobler life of
man; and that person so denominated may still subsist, and be
what in his own nature he was before, and live the life which
doth consist in the vital union of his soul and body, and so
subsisting undergo the wrath of God for ever. Nor shall any
Ianguage, phrases, or expressions give any comfort to the wicked
or strength to this opinion, if the same Secriptures, which say
the wicked shall be destroyed, and perish, and die, say also that
they shall be tormented with never-dying pains, as they plainly
and frequently do.

Depart from me, ye cursed, shall the Judge eternal say to all
the reprobate, into everlasting fire®; and lest any should imagine
that the fire shall be eternal, but the torments not, it fol-
loweth, and these shall go away into everlasting punishment, but
the righteous into life eternal. Now, if the fire be everlasting by
which God punisheth the reprobates, if the punishment inflicted
be also everlasting, then must the reprobates everlastingly sub-
sist to endure that punishment, otherwise there would be a
punishment inflicted and none endured, which is a contradic-

AND THE LIFE EVERLASTING.

end, as the everlasting punishment, because they are both deli-
vered in the same expression67,

Indeed the eternity of that fire prepared for the devil and his
angels is a sufficient demonstration of the eternity of such as
suffer in it, and the question only can be what that eternity doth
signify. For, because some things are called in the Secriptures
eternal which have but a limited or determined duration, there-
fore some may imagine the fire of hell to be in that sense eternal,
as lasting to the time appointed by God for the duration of it.
But as the fire is termed eternal, so that eternity is described
as absolute, excluding all limits, prescinding from all determi-
nations. The end of the burning of fire is by extinguishing,

392 and that which cannot be extinguished can never end: but such

68

is the fire which shall torment the reprobate; for he, whose fan Mast. i

is in his hand, shall burn up the chaff with wnquenchable fire; 12\ ..
R i . ukeiii.17.
and hath taught us before, that it is betler to enter into life halt Matt.xviil.

or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast %Ia,rk ix.
tnto everlasting fire, to go into hell, into the fire that never shall 43, 44, 45,

be quenched ; and hath farther yet explained himself by that un-
questionable addition, and undeniable description of the place of
torments, where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched®s.
And that we may be yet further assured that this fire shall be

67 Kal &mexeloovrar obror els kéhagw cii, proque meritis aut cruciatui desti-

46.

tion.

65 ‘Locus Matthai x. 28. perditionem
tantum anime in gehenna, non crucia-
tum denunciat.” Smalcius cont. Meisner.
‘Igni ®terno illi Christi hostes—qui qui-
dem sunt Diabolus et angeli ipsius, vel
saltem quorum nomine isti quoque con-
tinentur, cruciabuntur, et ita delebun-

_tur.” Orell. Com. in 1 Cor, xv. 24. [vol. i,

P- 335]

Now the /ife eternal may as well be affirmed to have an

66 ¢ Quibuscumque enim dixerit Do-
minus, Discedite a me maledicti in ignem
perpetuum, isti erunt semper damnati:
et quibuscumque dixerit, Venite bene-
dicti Patris mei, percipite horeditatem
regni quod preparatum est vobis in sem-
piternwm, hi semper percipiunt regnum,
et proficiunt.” Iren. adv. Heres. lib. iv,
cap. 47- [c. 28. §. 3. p. 266.]

aldviovs of 8¢ dlrator els (whv aldviov.
Matt. xxv. 46. ¢ Antiquus iste persua-
sor in membris suis, id est, in mentibus
iniquorum, futuras peenas levigat, quas
quasi certo fine determinat, ut eorum
culpas sine termino correptionis exten-
dat ; et eo magis hic peccata non fini-
ant; quo istic stimant peccatorum sup-
plicia finienda. Sunt enim nunc etiam,
qui idcirco peccatis suis ponere finem
negligunt, quia habere quandoque finem
futura super se judicia suspicantur.
Quibus breviter respondemus ; si quan-
doque finienda sunt supplicia reprobo-
rum, quandoque finienda sunt ergo et
gaudia beatorum : per semetipsam nam-
que veritas dicit ; Tount ki in supplicium
@lernum, justt autem in vitam ceternam.
Si igitur hoc verum non est quod mina-
tus est, neque verum est illud quod
promisit.” S. Gregor. Magn. Moral. lib.
Xxxiv. cap. 19. [vol. i. p. 1132 B.] ‘Af
firmamus te [anima] manere post vite
dispunctionem, et expectare diem judi-

nari, aut refrigerio, utroque sempi-
terno.” Tertull. de Testim. Anime, cap.
4. [p. 66 B.] ‘Deus itaque judicabit
plenius, quia extremius, per sententiam
eternam tam supplicii quam refrigerii.’
Tertull. de Anima, cap. 33. [p. 290 A.]
¢ Qui producto @vo isto judicaturus sit
suos cultores in vite wmterna retribu-
tionem ; profanos in ignem s que per-
petem et jugem ; suscitatis omnibus ab
initio defunctis, et reformatis, et recen-
sitis ad utrinsque meriti dispunctionem.”
Apolog. cap. 18. [p. 17 B.]

68 ¢ Quid illum thesaurum ignis =ter-
ni estimamus, quum fumariola quaedam
ejus tales flammarum ictus suscitent, ut
proxime urbes aut jam nulle extent,
aut idem sibi de die sperent ? Dissiliunt
superbissimi montes ignis intrinsecus
foeetu ; et, quod nobis judicii perpetuita-
tem probat, cum dissiliant, cum devo-
rentur, nunquam tamen finiuntur.” Zer-

tull. de Ponitent. cap. 12. [p. 128 C.]

(
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Rev, xiv.

11; XX.IO.

Rev. iv. 8;
vil. 3.

Rev. ii. 11.

Rev. xx.
14, 15.

ARTICLE XII.

never extinguished, we read that the smoke of their torment as-
cendeth up for ever and ever, and that those which are cast into
the lake of fire and brimstone, shall be tormented day and night, for
ever and ever®; which expression of day and night is the same
with that which declareth the eternal happiness in the heavens,
where they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, foly : where
they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in
his temple. If then the fire, in which the reprobates are to be
tormented, be everlasting, if so absolutely everlasting that it
shall never be quenched, if so certainly never to be quenched
that the smoke thereof shall ascend for ever and ever, if those
which are cast into it shall be tormented for ever and ever, (all
which the Scriptures expressly teach,) then shall the wicked
never be so consumed as to be annihilated, but shall subsist for
ever, and be coeternal to the tormenting flames. And so this
language of the Seriptures proves not only an effect eternal, as
annihilation may be conceived, but an eternal efficient never
ceasing to produce the same effect, which cannot be annthilation,
but cruciation only. And therefore the fire which consumed
Sodom and Gomorrha bears no proportion with the flames of
hell: because all men know that fire is extinguished, nor doth
the smoke thereof ascend for ever and ever.

Neither doth this only prove the eternity of infernal pains,
but clearly refute the only material argument brought against it,
which is laid upon this ground, that the wicked after the resur-
rection shall be punished with death, and that a second death;
and so they shall be no more, nor can in any sense be said to
live or subsist. For the enduring of this fire is that very death,
and they are therefore said to die the second death, because

they endure eternal torments. He that overcometh shall mot be

kurt by the second death ; it seems that they which shall die
that death shall be hurt by it: whereas if it were annihilation,
and so a conclusion of their torments, it would be no way
hurtful or injurious, but highly beneficial to them. But the
living torments are the second death. Tor Death and hell were
cast into the lake of fire, this is the second death. Whosoever was
not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire,
this is the second death. The Jews before our Saviowr’s time

69 Els al@va 8¢ aldvay abrdy dvaBalvew iy Tév Sucalwv Tpudy aldwiov. Andreas
Adyetar, Tva pdbwuer dredebrnrov elvar  Ceesar. ad locum.
Thy kéAaow 1@y apapTwA@y, Gomep xal
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believed there was a second death; and though it were not
expressed in the oracles themselves which were committed to
them, yet in the received exposition of them it was often men-
tioned, and that as the punishment of the wicked in the life to

393 comei0; and what this punishment shall be, was in these words

689

revealed to St. John; But the fearful, and unbelicving, and the Rev.xxi.8.

abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and
idolaters, and all Lars, shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the second death. Now
if the part in the lake be the second death, if that part be a
perpetual permansion in torment, as before is proved, then to
say that the wicked shall die the second death is not a con-
futation of their eternal being in misery, but an assertion of
it, because it is the same thing with everlasting torments, but
delivered in other terms.

And if the pretence of death will not prove an annihilation,
or infer a conclusion of torment, much less will the bare phrases
of perdition and destruction ; for we may as well conclude that

whosoever says he is undone, intends thereby that he shall be no om\umu,

more. Beside, the eternity of destruction in the language of the
Scripture signifies a perpetual perpession, and duration in misery.

For when Christ shall come to Zake vengeance on them that know 2 Thess. i.

not God, and obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, they 8 9.

shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of
the Lord, and from the glory of his power. Wherefore I conclude,

70 The Chaldee Paraphrase maketh
often mention of it ; as Deut. xxxiii. 6.
Let Reuben live and not diz, he ex-
poundeth thus: spby=»ma 37w
M-y RN 8Ny Let Reuben live
in life of the world, and not die the
second death. So the Targum of Onke-
los. The Jerusalem Targum more ex-
pressly ; x93 P m0bY1 MW W
RDWY PP 127 NIIN RIDICI
nRY Mnhey Let Reuben live in this
world, and let him not die the second
death, which the wicked die in the world
to ecome. So [the Targum of Jona-
than on] Isa. xxii. 14. Surely this ini-
quity shall not be purged from you till
ye die, 79 W39 PN NI panE DX
(R0 M pmnn 07 and lxv. 6. 7
will not keep silence, but will recompense,
even recompense nto their bosom ; WY

PEARSON.

DYOUR YN NI NIWR INY IR
NMINY NIDDRY PPN MRPND P
nana r jean J will not give them
an end in (this) life, but will recompense
them with vengeance for their sins, and
deliver their bodies to the second death.
From these and the like places it ap-
peareth, that the Jews believed that the
wicked after death should be delivered
to a second death; that this death
should be mn the world to come; that
they should by this death be punished
for their sins. And St. John revealed
that this punishment shall be by ever-
lasting burnings : Kal 8dvator 8¢ doad-
rws dbo* 6 pdv Tiis capkds wpborapost &
3¢ 3 quapTyudrov EkTiow émaydpevos év
7§ uéArovt aldvios, Sowep éoTiv B TOD
wupds yéevva. Andreas Casar. in Apocal.

Yy
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that the wicked shall rise to everlasting punishment, continuing
both in soul and body under the wrath of God and the torments
proceeding from it, never to be quitted of them by annihilation ;
which is our first assertion, against the covert doctrine of the
Socinian7?,

The second assertion teacheth us, that as the reprobates shall
never fail to endure the torments due unto their sins, so the
justice of God will never fail to inflict those torments for their
sins. They shall never live to pay the uttermost farthing, they
shall never come to the days of refreshment who are cast into
perpetual burnings. One part of their misery is the horror of
despair ; and it were not perfect hell, if any hope could lodge in
it. The favour of God is not to be obtained where there is no
means left to obtain it ; but in the world to come there is no
place for faith, nor virtue in repentance. If there be now such
a vast distance between the tormenting flames and Abraham’s
bosom, that none could pass from one to other, what impessi-
bility must there be when the final sentence is passed upon all!
As certainly as no person once received into the heavenly man-
sions shall ever be cast into outer darkness, so certainly nome
which is once cast into the fire prepared for the devil and his
angels, shall ever enter their Master’s joy. As the tree falleth,

so it lieth: there is no change to be wrought in man within 394

those flames, no purgation of his sin, no sanctification of his
nature, no justification of his person, and therefore no salvation

71 T call it covert, because it was at majus est multo offensionis periculum,

first closely delivered by Socinus, and
some of his brethren did profess them-
selves to be scandalized at it, though he
thought he had so delivered it that it
should sooner be believed by his writ-
ings than perceived in them, as appear-
eth out of his sixth Epistle to Volke-
lius, who was offended at this doctrine,
and seems never to have assented to it,
“Quod ais ea [in disputatione mea cum
Puccio], tum de Christianorum resurrec-
tione, tum de morte impiorum passim
contineri, que a multis sine magna of-
fensione, tum nostris, tum alienis, legi
non possint ; scio equidem ista ibi con-
tineri, sed, meo judicio, nec passim, nec
ita aperte (cavi enim istud quantum
potui) ut quisquam vir pius facile offendi
possit ; adeo ut, quod nominatim attinet
ad impiorum mortem, in quo dogmate

ea potiug ex iis colligi possit, quae ibi
disputantur, quam expresse literis con-
signata extet ; adeo ut lector, qui alio-
qui sententiam meam adversus Puccium
de mortalitate primi hominis, que toto
libro agitatur, queque ob non paucos
quos habet fautores, parum aut nihil
offensionis parere potest, probandum
censeat, prius censeat doctrinam istam
sibi jam persuasam esse, quam suaderi
animadvertat.” [vol. i. p. 455.] Against
this, Germanus Patriarch of Constanti-
nople in his defence of Gregory Nyssen,
shewed from the words of Christ, the
Apostles, Prophets, and the Fathers,
bamep aldyiov Ty TGy ducalwy dverAdAy-
Tov dmdravow, ofitw kal THY TGY Guap-
TwAGY dreAebTnrdy Te Kal dvuwdoTaToy
wéAagw. Phot, Bibl. Cod. 233. [p. 292
B.]
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of him. Without the mediation of Christ no man shall ever enter
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into heaven, and when he hath delivered up the lkingdom to God, 1 Cor. xv.

even the Fatker, then shall the office of the Mediator cease.

So groundless was the opinion of Origen, who conceived that
after some number of years the damned should be released from
their torments, and made partakers of the joys of heaven, or
at least try their fortunes in such regions of the world as he
conceived should be reserved for their habitation. For he may
as well imagine that Christ shall be born and die again, (who

24.

being risen, dieth no more,) as that any person being condemned Rom. vi. g.

to the flames for contemning of his death, should ever come to
live again, and by believing in the death of Christ to be after
saved. For certainly their condition is unalterable, their con-
demnation is irreversible, their torments inevitable, their miseries
eternal. ~As they shall not be taken from their punishment by
annihilation of themselves, which is our first; so the punishment
shall not be taken off them by any compassion upon them, which
is our second assertion. ,

To conclude this branch of the Article, I conceive these cer-
tain and infallible doctrines in Christianity : That the wicked
after this life shall be punished for their sins, so that in their
punishment there shall be a demonstration of the justice of God
revealed against all unrighteousness of men. That to this end
they shall be raised again to life, and shall be judged and
condemned by Christ, and delivered up under the curse, to be
tormented with the devil and his angels. That the punishment
which shall be inflicted on them shall be proportionate to their
sins, as a recompense of their demerits, so that no man shall
suffer more than he hath deserved. That they shall be tormented
with a pain of loss, the loss from God, from whose presence they
are cast out, the pain from themselves, in a despair of enjoying
him, and regret for losing him. That they farther shall be
tormented with the pain of sense inflicted on them by the wrath
of God which abideth upon them, represented unto us by a lake
of fire. That their persons shall continue for ever in this re-
mediless condition, under an everlasting pain of loss, because
there is no hope of heaven, under an eternal pain of sense,
because there is no means to appease the wrath of God which
abideth on them. Thus the Athanasian Creed, They that fave
dome good shall go into life everlasting, and they that have done
evil into everlasting fire.

Yy 2
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ARTICLE XII

The next relation of this Article to the former is in reference
to the resurrection of the just; and then the life everlasting is
not to be taken in a vulgar and ordinary sense’?, but raised to
the constant language of the Scriptures, in which it signifieth
all which God hath promised, which Christ hath purchased, and
with which man shall be rewarded in the world to come.

Now this life eternal may be looked upon under three con-
siderations ; as initial, as partial, and as perfectional. I call

that eternal life initial, which is obtained in this life, and is as it 395

were an earnest of that which is to follow: of which our Saviour
spake, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation ;
but is passed from death wunto life. 1 call that partial, which
belongeth, though to the nobler, yet but a part of man, that
is, the soul of the just separated from the body. I dispute
not whether the joys be partial as to the soul, I am sure they
are but partial as to the man. For that life consisteth in the
happiness which is conferred on the soul departed in the fear,
and admitted to the presence of God. St. Paul had a desire
to depart and to be with Christ ; he was willing rather to travel
and be absent from the body, and to be present and at home with
the Lord. And certainly where St.Paul desired to be when he
departed, there he then was, and there now is, and that not
alone, but with all them which ever departed in the same faith
with him, and that is with Christ who sitteth at the right hand
of God. This happiness which the saints enjoy between the
hour of their death and the last day, is the partiaf life eternal.
Thirdly, I call that pesfectional, which shall be conferred upon
the elect immediately after the Dblessing pronounced by Christ,
Come, ye blessed children of my Futher, receive the kingdom pre-
pared for you from the foundation of the world.

This eternal ljfe is to be considered in the possession, and in
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the duration ; in the first, as it is Zif%, in the second, as it is
eternal. Now this life is not only natural, that is, the union of
the soul to the body, which is the life of the reprobate; but
spiritual, which consisteth in the union of the soul to God’3, as
our Saviour speaks, e that hath the Son hath life ; and ke that 1 John v.
kath not the Son hatkh not life. And it is called after an especial **
manner //¢, because of the happiness which attendeth it7+: and
therefore to understand that life is to know, so far as it is re-
vealed, in what that happiness doth consist.

To begin with that which is most intelligible; the bodies
of the saints after the resurrection shall be transformed into
spiritual and incorruptible bodies. The flesh is sown in corrup- 1 Cor. xv.
tion, raised in incorruption ; sown in dishonour, raised in glory ; 4% 45 44
sown in weakness, raised in power ; sown a natural body, raised a

72 ¢ Eam quippe vitam eternam dici-
mus, ubi est sine fine felicitas. Nam si
anima in peenis vivit ternis, quibus et
ipsi spiritus cruciabuntur immundi, mors
est illa potius eeterna quam vita. Nulla
quippe major et pejor est mors, quam
ubi non moritur mors.” S. August. de
Ctvit. Det, Uib. vi. cap. 12. [vol. vii. p. 162
A.] ¢Quia vite wterna ab his qui fami-
liaritatem non habent cum Scripturis
sanctis, potest accipi etiam malorum

vita ; vel secundum quosdam etiam phi- .

losophos, propter anime immortalita-
tem ; vel etiam secundum fidem nostram,
propter peenas interminabiles impiorum,
qui utique in =ternum cruciari non po-
terunt, nisi etiam vixerint in ®ternum ;
profecto finis civitatis hujus, in quo
summur habebit bonum, vel pax in vita
sterna, vel vita eterna in pace dicendus
est, ut facilius ab omnibus possit intel-
Ligi.’ Jbid. &b, xix. ¢. 11, [p. 554 B.]

spiritual body. 'This perfective alteration shall be made by the
Son of God, who skall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned Phil.ii. 21.
like unto kis glorious body, according to the working whereby he is

73 ‘Duz vite suwt, una corporis,
altera animz: sicut vita corporis anima,
sic vita anima Deus: quo modo si ani-
ma deserat, moritur corpus ; sic anima
moritur, si deserat Deus.” 8. dug. Enar.
in Psal. 1xx. Serm. 2. [§. 3. vol. iv. p.
736 A] ‘

74 Yor Life is taken for happiness,
and o live for being happy.” As among
the Greeks and Latins (v and wivere
were taken for living a cheerful and
merry life ; as,

Vivamus, mea Leshia,
in Catullus, Carm. v. wer. 1.; and in
Martial,

Sera mimis wita est crastina ; vive

kodie. Lib. i. Epigr. 16.

And as it is an old inscription, aMIcI
DUM VIVIMUS VIVAMUS, and in the con-
vivial wish, Z#seias, mentioned by Dio
in the life of Commodus: so in the lan-
guage of the Scriptures, and a religious
notion, they signify an happy and a
blessed life : as 1 Sam. x. 24. Tomnm
Let the King live, is translated by the
Chaldee Paraphrast, 8a%n mbwe Let
the King prosper. And when David
sent unto Nabal, he said, Thus shall ye
say to him that liveth in prosperity, which
is in the original nothing but 'nYy; ¢
Sam. xxv. 6. So the Psalmist is to be
understood, Psal. Ixix. 32. The humble

shall see this and be glad, and your heart
shall live that seek God. And St. Paul,
1 Thess. iii. 8. “O71t vlv (Duev, v Sueis
orhinre év Kuplp. Thus life of itself is
often taken in the Scriptures for a happy
and glorious life, even that which is
eternal, as St. Austin observeth upon
these words of the r1gth Psalm, ver. 77.
[vol. iv. p. 1327 A.] ¢ Veniant mihi mise-
rationes tuee et vivam : Tunc enim vere
vivam, quando nihil potero timere ne
moriar. Ipsa enim et sine ullo addita-
mento dicitur vite, nec intelligitur nisi
=terna et beata, tanquam sola dicenda
sit vita, in cujus comparatione ista quam
ducimus mors potius sit appellanda quam
vita ; quale illud est in Evangelio, Si
vis venire ad wvitam, serve mandata.
Nunquid addidit, eternam vel beatam ?
Ttem de resurrectione carnis cum lo-
queretur, Qui bene fecerunt, inquit, in
resurrectionem  vite ; neque hic ait,
wterne seu beate.  Sic et hic, Veniant,
inquit, mihi miserationes tum, et vivam ;
neque hic ait, in @ternum vivam, vel,
beate vivam ; quasi aliud non sit vivere,
quam sine ullo fine, et sine ulla miseria
vivere.” Thus St. Austin, And again;
‘Non est vera vita, nisi ubi feliciter
vivitur ; nec vera incorruptio, nisi ubi
salus nullo dolore corrumpitur.” Enchir.
de Fide, d&c. cap. g2. [vol. vi. p. 230 F.]
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able even to subdue all things unto kimself. Thus when we come
into that other world, the world of spirits, even our bodies shall
be spiritual.

As for the better part of man, the soul, it shall be highly 896

exalted to the utmost perfection in all the parts or faculties
thereof. The understanding shall be raised to the utmost ca-
pacity, and that capacity completely filled. Now we see through
a glass darkly, but then fuace to face ; now we know bub in part,
but then shall we know even as also we are known. And this
even now we Auow, that when God shall appear, we shall be
like kim, for we shall see him as ke is. Our first temptation
was, that we should be like unto God in knowledge, and by
that we fell ; but being raised by Christ, we come to be truly
like him, by knowing him as we are known, and by seeing him
as he is. Our wills shall be perfected with absolute and inde-
fective holiness, with exaet conformity to the will of God, and
perfect liberty from all servitude of sin: they shail be troubled
with no doubtful choice, but with their radical and fundamental
freedom shall fully embrace the greatest good75. Our affections
shall be all set right by an unalterable regulation, and in that
regularity shall receive absolute satisfaction: and all this shall
be effected, that we may be thereby made capable, and then
happy by a full fruition.

To this internal perfection is added a proportionately happy
condition, consisting in an absolute freedom from all pain, misery,
labour, and want ; an impossibility of sinning and offending God ;
an hereditary possession of all good, with an unspeakable com-
placency and joy flowing from it, and all this redounding from
the vision and fruition of God : this is the /.

And now the duration of this life is as necessary as the life
itself, because to make all already mentioned amount unto a

75 ¢Sicut prima immortalitas fuit, bere negandus est? Erit ergo illius

quam peccando Adam perdidit, posse
non mori, novissima erit non posse
mori; ita primum liberum arbitrium
posse non peccare, novissimum non
posse peccare. Sic enim erit inamis-
sibilis voluntas pietatis et @quitatis,
quomodo est felicitatis. Nam utique
peccando nec pietatem nec felicitatem
tenuimus, voluntatem vero felicitatis
nec perdita felicitate perdidimus. Certe
Deus ipse nunquid quoniam peccare
non potest, ideo liberum arbitrium ha-

civitatis et una in omnibus, et insepara-
bilis in singulis voluntas libera, ab omni
malo liberata, et impleta omni bone,
fruens indeficienter @ternorum jucundi-
tate gaudiorum, oblita culparum, oblita
peenarum, nec tamen ideo suz libera-
tionis eblita, ut liberatori suo non sit
grata.” 8. August. de Civit, Dei, lib. xxii.
cap. 30. [vol. vii. p. 7ot A.] Vide eun-
dem, Tractatu de Epicuris et Stoicts,
[al. Serm. cr.] prope finem.
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true felicity, there must be added an absolute security of the
enjoyment, void of all fear of losing it, or being deprived of it.
And this is added to complete our happiness, by the adjection
of eternity. Now that this life shall be eternal, we are assured
who have not yet obtained it, and they much more who do
enjoy it.  He which hath purchased it for us, and promised it
unto us, often -calleth it efernal ljfe ; it is described as a con- Heb. xiii.
tinwing city, as everlasting habitations, as an house eternal in the ﬁ{kexvi,g.
heavens ; 1t is expressed by efernal glory, eternal salvation, by an 2Cor.v. 1.
eternal inkeritance, incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not hile,t: ’90’
away ; by the everlasting kingdom of owr Lord and Saviour Jesus ixi)lf"
Christ.  And lest we should be discouraged by any short or ;Pztzli: &
lame interpretation of eternity, it is further explained in such
terms as are liable to no mistake. For our Saviour hath said,
If any man keep my saying, he shall never see death : and, Who- Jobn viii.
soever liveth and belicveth in me shall not die. When God shall f{e’vﬂ)‘?i
wipe away all tears from our eyes, there shall be no more dealk ;
and where there is life and no death, there must be everlasting
life: which is expressed by St. Paul by way of opposition, call-
ing it life and immortality, and that together with the abolition 2Tim. i.io.
of death, saying that owr Saviowr Jesus Christ hath abolished
death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the
Gospel.

The belief of this Article is necessary, (as to the eternity of
torment,) to deter us from committing sin, and to quicken us
to holiness of life, and a speedy repentance for sin committed.
For, the wages of sin is death ; nothing can bring us to those Rom.viz3.
everlasting flames but sin, no sin but that which is unrepented
of ; nothing can save that man from the never-dying worm,
who dieth in his sins; and no other reason can bring him
thither, but because he sinned and repented not. They which
imagine the pains inflicted for sin to be either small or short,
have but a slender motive to innocence or repentance?¢; but

76 Tertullian recounting the advan-
tages of the Christians towards inno-
cence and holiness of life, which the
heathens had not; ‘Recogitate etiam
pro brevitate supplicii cujuslibet, non
tamen ultra mortem remansuri. Sic et
Epicurus omnem cruciatum doloremque
depretiat, modicum quidem contempti-
bilem prenunciando, magnum vero non
diuturnum. Enimvero nos qui sub Deo

omnium speculatore dispungimur, qui-
que ®ternam ab eo penam providemus,
merito soli innocentie occurrimus, et
pro scientie plenitudine, et pro late-
brarum difficultate, et pro magnitudine
cruciatus, non diuturni, verum sempi-
terni, eum timentes, quem timere de-
bebit et ipse qui timentes judicat, Deum,
non Proconsulem, timentes.” Apolog.

cap. 45. [p- 35 B.]
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such as firmly believe them sharp and endless, have by virtue
of that faith within themselves a proper and natural spur
Tsa. xxxiii. and incitement to avoid them: for who can dwell in everlasting
4 burnings ?
Secondly, The belief of eternal pains after death is necessary
to breed in us a fear and awe of the great God, a jealous God,
a consuming fire, a God that will not be mocked; and to teach
us to tremble at his word, to consider the infinity of his justice,
and the fierceness of his wrath, to meditate on the power of his
menaces, the validity of his threats, to follow that direction, to
Lukexii.5. embrace that reduplicated advice of our Saviour, I will forewarn
you whom ye shall fear: Fear kim, which, after he hath Fkilled,
kath power to cast inlo kell ; yea, I say unto you, Fear kim. And
that exclusively of such fear as concerns the greatest pains of
this life, which the martyrs undervalued out of a belief of eternal
torments?77. '

It is good for us to be here, said St. Peter, when he saw our Matt. xvii.
Saviour transfigured in the mount; how much more ought we *
to be inflamed with a desire of the joys of heaven, and that
length of days which only satisfieth by its etermily?®, to a
careful and constant performance of those commands to which
such a reward is so graciously promised! For as all our hap-
piness proceedeth from the vision of God, so we are certain that
without holiness no man shall see him.
398  Secondly, This belief is necessary to take off our inclinations
and desires from the pleasures and profits of this life; to breed
in us a contempt of the world, and to teach us to despise all
" things on this side heaven: Zo sef our affections on things above, Col.iii. z,3.
not on things on the earth, considering we are dead, and our life
is hid with Christ in God. Tor where our freasure is, there will Matt.vi2x.
our Aearts be also. Therefore we must forget those things which Phil.iii. i3,
are bekind, and reacking forth unto those things which are before, T+

Thirdly, This belief is necessary to teach us to make a fit
estimate of the price of Christ’s blood, to value sufficiently
the work of our redemption, to acknowledge and admire the
love of God to us in Christ. For he which believeth not the

- eternity of torments to come, can never sufficiently value that

Ps.cxxx. 7.

Exod. . 3.

ransom by which we were redeemed from them, or le pro-
portionately thankful to his Redeemer, by whose intervention
we have escaped them. Whereas he who is sensible of the
loss of heaven, and the everlasting privation of the presence
of God, of the torments of fire, the company of the Devil and
his angels, the vials of the wrath of an angry and never to be
appeased God, and hopeth to escape all these by virtue of the
death of his Redeemer, cannot but highly value the price of
that blood, and be proportionately thankful for so plenteous a
redemption.

Again, As this Article followeth upon the resurrection of the
just, and containeth in it an efernal duration of infinite felicity
belonging to them, it is necessary to stir us up to an earnest
desire of the kingdom of heaven, and that righteousness to
which such a life is promised. I will now turn aside and sce
this great sight, said Moses, when he saw the burning bush:

77 So Polycarpus the Martyr answered ‘Avywvoels vyap 70 Tiis peAAobons kploews
the Proconsul threatening to consume kal aiwviov koAdoews Tols doeBéat Tnpod-
him with fire ; Tip ameihels 70 wpds Gpay uevoy wop. Epist. Smyrn. Eccles. cap. 1¥.
kaduevoy, kal uer éAlyor oBevvipevor. [p. 199.]

press toward the mark for the prize of the kigh calling of God in
Christ Jesus.

Thirdly, An assent unto this truth is necessary to encourage
us to take up the cross of Christ, and to support us under
it, willingly and cheerfully to undergo the afflictions and tribu-

lations of this life, reckoning with the Apostle, tkat the syffer- Rom. viii.

ings of this present time are not worlhy to be compared with the 8

glory which shall be revealed in wus; and knowing that our light 2 Cor.iv.
17, 18.

affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for ws a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. And this knowledge is
not to be obtained, this comfort is not to be expected, except we
look not at the things whick are seen, but at the things whick are not
seen ; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things
which are not seen are eternal.

78 So St. Austin upon those words, eternz debemus esse avari : talem vitam

Longitudine dicrum veplebo ewm, in the
goth Psalm; ‘Que est longitudo die-
rum? Vita ®terna. Fratres, nolite pu-
tare longitudinem dierum diei, sicut sunt
hyeme dies minores, @state dies majores.
Tales dies nobis habet dare ? Longitudo
illa est quee non habet finem, ®terna
vita que nobis promittitur in diebus
longis. Et vere, quia sufficit, non sine
causa dixit, replebo ewm. Non nobis
sufficit quidquid longum est in tempore,
si habet finem; et ideo mec longum
dicendum est. Kt si avarl sumus, vite

desiderate, quee non habet finem. Ecce
ubi extendatur avaritia nostra. Argen-
tum vis sine fine ? Vitam aternam de-
sidera sine fine. Non vis ut habeat
finem possessio tua? Vitam aeternamn
queere.” [§. 12. vol. iv. p. 979 F.]

79 ¢ Nemo vitam eternam, incorrupti-
bilem, immortalemque desiderat, nisi
eam vite hujus temporalis, corruptibilis
mortalisque peeniteat. S. dugust. Ho-
mil. 50. [Serm. cccLL. 3. vol. v. p.
1352 D.]
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And now having thus shewed the propriety, proved the verity,
and declared the necessity of this Article, we may fully instruct
every Christian how to express his belief in the last object of his
faith, which he may most fitly thus pronounce : I do fully and
freely assent unto this, as unto a most necessary and infallible
truth, that the unjust after their resurrection and condemnation
shall be tormented for their sins in hell, and shall so be con-
tinued in torments for ever, so as neither the justice of God
shall ever cease to inflict them, nor the persons of the wicked
cease to subsist and suffer them : and that the just after their
resurrection and absolution shall as the blessed of the Father
obtain the inheritance, and as the servants of God enter into
their Master’s joy, freed from all possibility of death, sin, and
sorrow, filled with all conceivable and inconceivable fulness ot
happiness, confirmed in an absolute security of an eternal enjoy-
ment, and so they shall continue with God and with the Lamb
for evermore, And thus I believe the life everlasting.

THHE END.




