Village Sermons on the Baptismal Service
by John Keble

SERMON V.
July 15, 1849.

EZEKIEL xxxvi. 25.
“Then will | sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shdl be clean.”

As meat is by nature necessary to cure hunger, and drink to dlay thirg,
and deep to remove the weariness of watching, and fire and clothing to
keep off the cold, and shelter to protect us from ill westher, so is Holy
Baptisn necessary, by the rules of God's heavenly kingdom, to alay and
cure, to keep off and remove, the sin and misery n which we were born.
So the Priest proceeds to tdl us a the beginning of the Baptisma Service.
He tels us firg of our misery: “dl men are conceived and born in dn”
and then he tdls us of the remedy which the merciful God has provided.
“None can enter into the kingdom of God, except he be regenerate and
born anew of water and of the Holy Ghogt;” as if he should say, Were we
left as we are by nature, al would be lost; but the good God has provided
a remedy: besdes the kingdom and power of Satan under which we are by
nature, there is the kingdom and power of God, in which is entire
happiness, perfect peace, complete ddliverance: and how are we to enter
into that kingdom? The King Himsdf hath told us very planly. Our
Saviour Chrigt told Nicodemus,; it was one of the first lessons He taught,
after He began to teach and tel of His Own approaching kingdom.
“Verily, veily, 1 say unto you, except a man be born again, born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot see” i. e he cannot enjoy, cannot enter into
“the kingdom of God.” Baptiam therefore is necessary in both its parts as
our Church teaches dso in the Catechiam, it is “generdly necessary to
sdvation:” s0 necessay that, when it may be had, no one may reasonably
hope to be saved without it. We @nnot be saved without being in Christ’s
kingdom: and Baptism is the way into the kingdom. We cannot live the
heavenly life, except we be members of Chrig: and Baptisn makes us
members of Christ. We cannot be in the Church without going through the
door: and Chrigt, given in Baptiam, is the Door. We cannot please God
whilg we are in the flesh, i. e in our naturd date, dl fdlen and corrupt:
but the Holy Spirit, entering into us a Baptism, takes us out of our naturad
date, mends our fdlen and corrupt nature, so that we are no longer in the
flesh but in the Spirit, and may please God if we will. All this our Lord



teaches, and the Church after Him, in saying that “none can enter into the
kingdom of God, except he be regenerate and born anew of water and of
the Holy Ghost.” When you hear the Priest say these words, you are to
ligen, as if it were the Voice of our Lord Jesus Christ Himsdlf. For indeed
it is His Voice His miniger spegks but by His commisson and by the
power which He gives him, and the words which he spesks are our
Saviour's own Words. “Except a man be born again, born of water and of
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”*

Do you not hear how very plan the words are? He says, Holy
Baptism is necessary generdly, necessary in both its parts there is no
coming into the kingdom of God without it. The water must be there, and
the Holy Ghost must be there. He names the one as expresdy as He does
the other. He joined them together; it is not for us to part them. What He
then told Nicodemus secretly, in that retired room by night, He hath since
proclamed in the light and upon the house-tops, bidding His apostles go
and make distiples of dl nations by baptizing them in the Name of the
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. He taught it by the same apodtles,
inviting al who cared for their souls to “repent and be baptized, every one
in the Name of Jesus Chrig for the remisson of dns” and so they should
receive the gift of the Holy Ghod. It is Christ’s own Truth, planly taught
in the Scriptures and fathfully delivered to us in the Creeds and offices of
the Church, that there is “one Baptiam for the remisson of sns” the way
into the kingdom of Heaven, viz. to be “regenerate and born anew of water
and of the Holy Ghogt.”

| sy it over and over again, because, dthough we dl know it as a
thing to be sad, we are gpt to pass it over a great ded too easly and
unthinkingly, as a matter of course, a thing done for us, a thing practicaly
gone and padt, with which we have now little to do, but to be thankful
when we think of it. With respect indeed to the outward part, Baptism by
water, persons are commonly ready enough to dlow that it is necessary. If
a child is ill, they make haste to go for the miniger; they are grieved and
shocked a the thought of the child's passing out of the world unbaptized:
and it is vey right, and we ought to be very thankful that Chrigians
should be so minded in regard of Holy Baptism. But then ought we not to
congder far more deeply than we commonly do, why we take dl this care
for the child, and how deeply we are concerned in it oursdves? “What is
the sense and meaning of sending for the Clergyman in a great hurry,
perhaps in the middle of the night, to baptize a Sck infant? Is it not in
order to the good of the child's soul, for fear it should die in its origind
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an, and lose the blessing prepared by Chrigt for His members? Of course,
that is the reason, and a very great and deep reason it is. But what if the
person, who is thus anxious for his child or it may be for his neighbour’'s
child, should be dl the while neglecting his own soul? What if, while he is
redly anxious that Jesus Chrig should come and take the sck infant in His
Arms and bless it and make it His Own before it die, he have no anxiety,
no wish a al for the same Jesus to be with him, to bless him and kegp him
in the Kingdom of Heaven when it shdl be his own time to be sck and to
die? Mugt not this be a sorrowful and a wonderful sght to the blessed
spirits and souls of the righteous, so far as they know what is done on
eath? Mug it not amaze our guardian angels and fill them with something
like a holy anger, to see persons 0 very thoughtless, so very negligent of
their own immorta souls, even in the very act of waiting on other men's
souls? May we not fancy them whispering in our ears, “you are going, or
sending to the man of God in behdf of this little child, that it may not die
un-baptized: would it not be wel if you sad a word to him on your own
behdf dso, lex you should die impenitent? Condder: tha snful nature
which will make it so great a cdamity if the infant should die as it is—that
same nature is in you dso: the grace of your Bgptism did not cure it
entirdy, it only put it in a way to be cured: if you have not made much of
that ungpeskable gift, if you have snce been grieving and vexing that holy
Spirit, how can you be a dl easy about yoursdf?' Surdy, my brethren, if
we would lisen to the good counsds and friendly whisperings of the
blessed angels around us, we should sometimes be aware of such thoughts
and miggivings as thess and, as we fed uneassy if any little child
belonging to us is left unbaptized, so should we long to confess our own
gns, which may have brought us perhgps into a worse than unbaptized
condition. We should fed no comfort, until by true confesson we had
made our pesce with God, and received from Him absolution and
remisson of our Sns.

We must be regenerate and born anew; how great, how thorough a
change do these words sgnify! They lead us to think of an entirdy dtered
date of things we expect to see what was seen in vison by the Prophet
and Apodle &. John; a new Heaven and a new earth; the fird Heaven and
the first earth having clean passed away. We expect to see the old things
departed, and dl things become new. As Heaven is dtogether unlike this
eath; as the life of a child, born into the ar and light of day, is utterly
unlike the life of the same child so long as he was shut up in the womb; so
ought the life of a Chrigtian to he unlike that which the same person would
lead, if he were Hill in his hesthen gate. This is what we should expect, if
we consgdered our Lord's words only in their natura meaning; if we did



not look out upon the world around us and see what passes there. And
wheress, the Lord saith by His Prophet in the text, “I will sprinkle clean
water upon you and ye shal be clean;”> would not one nauraly look to
See great purity, greet cleanness of heart and life, in the Chrigtian people to
whom that promise is made? We should expect them to appear, to our eyes
a leadt, undefiled, without spot or blemish, as a flock of sheep just going
up from the washing. But dasl my brethren, how do things redly appear
to ud We dare not deny it; it is a sad truth: 9N’ is even now 0 reigning
and prevailing among us, the cares of the world and the lusts of the flesh
have so grest dominion over us, that to spesk of being ddivered by
Baptism appears to many a hard and impossible doctrine. They say in their
hearts, “such and such an one cannot have been born anew and made a
member of Christ: | cannot have been so mysdf; there must be some
migake; for if we have been new-born, how should our temptations
continue o strong, and our goodness 0 very very wesk?' And so they
come to think little of the grace which God has given them; and, thinking
little of His grace, they think little of their own sins, and are in a way to go
down to the grave without even serioudy abhorring and forssking them.
This is a feaful and dangerous snare. It is | fear, the ruin of millions. |
pray, that you al, my brethren, may have grace to be kept from it: and you
will be kept from it, if you smply and lovingly believe God, that it was
even as He had sad, that when He was pleased by His minister to sprinkle
the cleen water upon you, you were indeed made clean. Bdieve this in
eanest; and consder with yoursdf what a thing it is to have been once
clean, s0 clean in God's gght from the deadly stain of your birth-an, that
if you had then been taken from the world you would surely have been
taken into Paradise—and then by your own doth or wilfulness to have
brought yoursdf back in any degree to the foul and miserable uncleanness
of your first condition.

There is, in the 16th chapter of Ezekid, an account in most deep
and touching words, of the Lord's mercy shewn to Jerusdem, how she
forfeited it by her dn and uncleanness, whereby she made hersdf far
worse than the heathen; how, notwithstanding, in the latter days He would
meke a new covenant with her, receiving her again to be His own, when
she should remember her ways and be ashamed. Doubtless, in so pesking
to Jerusdlem the Holy Ghogt is spesking to every soul amongst us, who
hath unhappily falen away from baptisma grace.

Frg, there is our sad logt condition through Adam’'s sin; “Thou
wast cast out in the open fidd to the loathing of thy person in the day that
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thou wast born.” Next, there is God's free mercy, eecting us to the
Heavenly life. “When | passed by and saw thee polluted in thine own
blood,” the blood which came to thee from Adam, corrupted with sin, “I
sad unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, live” Then it spesks of Holy
Baptiam, “1 sware unto thee and entered into a covenant with thee, sath
the Lord God; and thou becamest Mine; then washed | thee with water;
yea, | thoroughly washed away thy blood from thee, and | anointed thee
with oil.” O wel and happy were it for us, my brethren, if our history
sopped there: but aas! too truly may we know our own dn in wha
follows, even as we may know God's goodness in what has gone before.
“Thou didgt trugt in thine own beauty,” saith the Lord to Jerusdem, “and
playedst the harlot. Sodom hath not done as thou hast done—neither hath
Samaria committed hdf thy sSns” The sns of the heahen and
unregenerate are not to be compared with the sins of Chrigtians. because
the love shown to Chridians is so much greater than that shown to the
heathen and unregenerate. But great as our sSn is in faling away dfter
Baptism, it is not S0 great as His Love. For mark what is said to Jerusalem,
after dl her backdidings and treechery, “lI will remember My covenant
with thee in the days of thy youth, and | will edstablish unto thee an
everlaging covenant: that thou mayest remember and be confounded and
never open thy mouth any more because of thy shame, when | am pacified
towards thee for al that thou hast done, saith the Lord God.”®

Let us dl take particular notice, what was the beginning of the sad
fdl, which we have just been recollecting. Jerusdem trusted in her own
beauty. That was wha gave her tempters such advantage of her. On the
other hand, the sSgn of her recovery is, if she be confounded, and never
open her mouth any more because of her shame. So if any of us my
brethren, get into a way of thinking oursdves good enough; if we begin to
take liberties, and scorn the advice and warnings of those whom Christ
sends with messages to our souls, what can happen, but that we too shdll
be led adstray? we shdl bresk our vows and forfeit our baptismd
innocence. If on the other hand any is so happy as to retain that innocence
to the end, it will be by waking dally before God in reverence and godly
fear—fear of dn, and reverence of Christ’s Inward Presence. He who is
once thoroughly washed does not therefore think he has no more need of
ablution: on the contrary, if he loves to be clean, he will carefully renew
his washing from time to time so the thoughtful Chridian, once purified,
will nevethdess be every day purifying himsdf, as Chrig is pure. By
dally sdf-examination and prayer, confesson and penitency, he will bring
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his gns late and early to be washed away in his Saviour's Blood. He will
do his best to return to his baptisma purity every morning and evening of
his life his regular washings and deansings will remind him of it. Insead
of vanly truding to have dl done for him, he will think thus with himsdf:
“When | was a child in my origind corruption, | had clean water sprinkled
upon me and | was clean; now if | do not wash mysdf continudly, | shdll
lose dl the benefit of that fird sprinkling: 1 shdl lose it by my own fault!
and | wonder who will pity or befriend me? Such an one therefore will
keep his conscience tender, he will be very much on his guard agangt
what are called lesser faults, pardonable sins, as they are cdled. For he
will sadly fed tha every such fault, every ide word and imaginaion will
go some way, more or less, in polluting his soul, and making his Baptiam
void. Therefore he will waich, migrusing himsdf; he will lose no time in
ridding his soul’'s garments of the faintet speck of what he knows is
hateful to his God. He will never neglect nor dur over his prayers, because
he has sdtled it in his heart to believe that he cannot go on for a moment
without God's specid grace. He will think, say, do dl, with the deepest
reverentid fear of the Great God dwdling within him. He will pray to
know more and more of the Blessed Son's infinite condescenson in
coming 0 very near to him, and to be more and more afrad of
dishonouring Him by wilful sn. Taught by S. Paul, he will say to himsdf
continudly, “shdl | teke the members of Chrig and meke them the
members of an harlot? Shdl | sed with the Hand of Chrig, tdl lies with
the tongue of Chridt, look proudly with the eyes of Chrit? God forbid.”
May we find grace and help thus to remember our Baptiam in dl things: so
ghdl we never lose the blessng of it, and if we seek that grace in sSincerity,
we surdy shdl find it.



