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THE CHURCH,
A
SAFEGUARD AGAINST MODERN

SELFISHNESS.

WE ae beng continudly cdled upon now-adays to
exercise the most blessed privilege and highest happiness,
which fals to us as sons of God and hers of heaven,—sdlf-
denial for Christ's sake We ae continudly having put
before us the cause of the growing population of this but
haf-Chrigian country, the generation who are now riSng
up about us, and who are to hand forward the Memory of
Chrigt, and witness to His Gospd, and pass on His Cross to
others in new Churches and upon new Altars, when we
have been drawn into the inner world by the quiet hand of
death. Now, | am anxious you should not be taken by
surprise when such occasions come, that you should, while
a your leisure, have taken some account of the clams at
such times brought before you, the cdams of those vast
English multitudes, among whom the Church is Hill to be
st up, multitudes too often lawless and disturbed, because
not enough beneath the Church’'s hand, but who are our
brethren and our countrymen, with like cares and sorrows,
like need of Sacraments, and Priests, and Churches, like
souls to save. By being prepared with great and anxious
thought on this subject, the suddenness or frequency of the
clam will be less likdy to gand in the way of the largeness
of your sdf-denid. | propose, therefore, in these few pages,
to lay before you in the gened the dams of church
building and church extenson schemes, when brought
before you by authority and in a church way, how urgent
they are, why you should be cdled upon in the matter, and
how blessed a thing it is for you to be able to put trust in
God, and neke sacrifices for Christ’s sake. For this purpose



it may be wel to consider, how we are placed in this world,
how we ae connected with our neighbours, how the
Church brings us close to Chrigt, as being our spiritud
mother, and what Christ expects us to do for His Church in
return for dl the great things she has done for us, and how
that Church is now to one and al of us a refuge from
modern sdfishness.

Different persons, different dations in life, different
crcumgtances, tempers, and dffections, are dl liddle to
different ans. A rich man, for example, is tempted to be
proud and careless a@bout his soul: a poor man, to be
discontented, and envious of those who are above him. So
prosperity, which ought to make a man thankful, and to put
him in mind of God a every turn, often makes him forget
God dtogether; and dfliction, which ought to soften the
heart, seeing it is the pressure of the Cross, sometimes
hardens it; and hard beyond dl hope is that heart whose
fountains have been dopped by dfliction and adversty.
But there is one sin which besets dl people, rich and poor,
prosperous and afflicted, learned and ignorant; one which
cings to al persons, cold-hearted men, or men of quick
fedings, though of course not in like manner, nor in an
equal degree A dn it is which begins in ther childhood,
makes them didiked and unhappy, grows with their growth,
dands in the way of every good feding, and makes many
fdl dhort of heaven. This is sfisiness a habit of looking
a oursdves, thinking of oursdves, acting for oursdves in
every thing, rather than for others, even our friends and
neighbours. a didike to put oursdves out of the way to do
them good, to sacrifice our own pleasure and comfort for
ther sske. But more than this, Srange as it may seem,
conddering what we ae, we ae sdfish towards God.
Though dl we have hedth and life, and the drength of
youth and cheerful gpirits, food and clothing, the blue
heaven and the green earth, and the year with its seasons
and its harvests, are from Him and are His, yet we grudge



to give Him back the dightest portion of that which He has
given us. Though our three thousand sheep' and a thousand
goats were ssfe and none missng dl the while they were in
the open fidds, though God's Providence hath been, like
David's men, a wdl unto our fortunes both by night and
day, and though the Church come unto us in a good day for
the portion of God and of the poor, yet, like Nabd, the man
of Maon, whose possessions were in Carmel, our hearts are
cold towards God in the midst of our merriment, and at the
sound of giving, die within us like a done. We lay out
money, we make sacrifices, we are uneasy, we run risks,
we rise ealy and teke late rest, and eat the bread of
caefulness, in order to make oursdlves rich in this life, to
get on in the world, to be above our neighbours, and to be
thought well of. Or, if our ambition lies another way, to be
wise and learned, a thing in the world's sght more high and
pure, and yet dl the while as sdfish and as little worth as
the other, gpat from Chrigt, ill there is no sacrifice we
will not make, no hardship we will not endure. We will
practise mortification and sdf-denid for learning's sake,
but not for Chrig’'s We will abgain from joys and
pleasures, and company, and numberless indulgences, and
put restraint even on our loves, when ambition cdls, but not
a the bidding of the Church. We will neglect our hedth
and rest, and become worn and pale, and weary, and weak,
to gan eathly wisdom and power of intdlect, and shorten
our lives to leave our names among poderity lifted some
vey little, it may be above the obscurity of the
unnumbered dead. But to smooth down the severity of
discipline, to have an easy Lent, or go softly through a fadt,
we are ready b tadk of our hedth, and habits, and way of
living, and the hardness of our duty, and the weakness of
our flesh, and, in a light way, of the mercy of our God. We
are drong to do dl things for ourselves, our own ambition
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grengthening us. We are weak for Chrigt, even though He
be ready to give us drength. It seems quite natural to us
that we should take dl this pains for worldly good, because
we see and fed that it is good; we see how it does us good,
we see that others think it good, and think good ourselves
of those who have it. We certainly have grest fath in the
world. Would we had as great faith in Christ! We make
bold enterprises and run wonderful chances, but then we
see it comes back to us again. But we do not see our own
souls. We do not see fow the seeds of Heaven are putting
forth within them, or whether they are dead or dying, or a
the leest unshapely and unhedithy.

We do not see how the prayers of those to whom we
give dms are doing us good, on high in Heaven, or in the
depth of our own uls. We give our money to the Church
of Christ, and we do not see it come back again; and why?
Because it comes back in spiritud riches, and spiritud
things can only be spiritudly discerned. Therefore, because
we have little or no fath we ae vey much dissidfied
about it; and give away as little in charity as we possbly
can. We are sdfish towards God. The prayers of the poor
on our behdf, we do not see them. Like dl good things,
they are invisble. Who sees the clouds rise from the earth,
that are afterwards to fdl in summer showers? The Sun of
righteousness has ridden up on high into the middle
heavens, and by a sweet compulson draws thither to
Himsdf the prayers of dl the saints Day and night the
steam and odour go from the face of the earth. It is gathered
up by Angels into precious clouds? and fdls in dews and
showers of grateful freshness, oftentimes on fidds far away
from those whence it firs ascended. Why, then, are our
affections set on things we see? Who remembers to have
seen an Angd? Who has seen the Spouse of Chrigt in her
marriage jewels? Who has seen the Dead when once they
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went away? We only linger about their green graves. The
best thing we of earth can seg, is but the outsde of Heaven,
and that far off. If our hopes and fears, our joys and wishes
and fedings, are not s, and st eadfastly, on things we
have not seen but shal see one day, if we are not waiting
and trembling for their dedrable manifestation a the lad,
we Chrigians are of dl men in the world the most beguiled
and miserable. We are like the forlorn and poor of this life,
who fal adegp from weariness and crying, and then dream
bright things and golden fortunes dl night long, and awake
doubly wretched in the morning to their red and subgtantid
misery. The things which are seen are tempord; and it is
because they are but tempora that we see them; and the
things which are not seen are eternd, and it is ther eternity
which hides them from our view.

There is nothing we didike so much in other people
as Hfishness, and, if we are honest with oursdlves, there is
nothing to which we oursdves are more lidble. Every body
will acknowledge this, so | will not waste time in proving
it, nor in showing, what must be obvious, how it keeps us
back in our way to Heaven, and does us dl manner of harm
here as well as heredfter, on earth as well as esewhere. Let
us rather look at what God has done for us, and how He has
placed us, so as to protect us from this miserable sn. We
ae not st down in the world by oursdves. We cannot
move about independent of our neighbour. We cannot live
aone. We cannot love oursalves, except as we are reflected
in the love of others. We do not like to think of dying
adone. Our peace and hedth and happiness, al depend upon
our neighbour. They are more in his power than they are in
our own. We see this in many ways. Our neighbour can vex
and annoy us every day: he can gand in the way of our
getting on: he can sy ill-natured things of us and, in a
word, if he chooses to act wickedy and mdicioudy
towards us, he can make the world very wretched and
miserable to us. Nay more than this, we cannot even keep



our souls safe from the harm which our neighbour may do
them. Our very souls are put in one another’s power. He
may do harm © us by not praying for us, by setting an evil
example to our children, by frightening us from confessng
Chrigt bravely and openly before men, and the like. His gn
may hinder many a blessng which would otherwise have
fdlen on the city or parish where fe dwells. Thus do dl we
can to keep to oursdves and by oursdlves, and to get to
Heaven of oursdves and adone, it is impossible. God has s0
mixed us up with our neighbours, He has so entangled our
concerns with their concerns, that we cannot act and live
and fed done Thus sdfishness is made difficult by the law
of the world, and by God's arrangement of it. He has s0
ordered the world that our naturd conscience might tell us
how unnaturd sdfishness was, and not the world only, for
this is the point | have been dl dong bringing you to, but
He has put down among us the Church of Chrigt to help us
in this very thing, to be a refuge to us from our own
sdfishness, to be a protection to us agang the sdfishness
of others, to destroy sdfishness from ae end of the world
to the other.

This is a mog wondeful blessng if we only
thought about it serioudy, and like earnest men. Now look
a the Prayer Book and the common service of the Church,
how little there is in it about oursdves. It is like the Lord's
Prayer, the only prayer which Chris Himsdf taught us to
ue, and which is in the plurd number throughout. For
example: what matter, so we might say, does it make to us
a this digance and in our humble sations, whether the
Queen is rdigious or not? It is not likey, so we think when
we think sdfishly, it is not likdy she could do us much
harm, or interfere with our being rdigious. Yet the Church
makes us pray for her twice in the Morning Prayer, once in
the Litany, once in the Communion Service, twice when
there is the Holy Communion; and twice in the evening
prayer. So at the least the Church makes us pray four times



a day for the Queen, which we should never have thought
of doing oursdves. This is one way in which the Church
prevents our being sdfish in our prayers, because to the
Church a large it is a matter of immense importance that
the Lord's anointed should be religious, and have religious
people aout her. So in our private prayers we should never
have thought of praying for the nobility and the
magidrates, perhaps not even for our fathers the Bishops.
We should often have neglected the sck and dfflicted, in
far off countries as well as a home prisoners, captives,
travelers, young children and the like. We should not have
given up 0 much of our time to prasng God in psams, as
we do in Church. Thus the Church is continudly leading
our thoughts to any body rather than oursdves. She is
continudly trying to make us unsdfish. Indeed the whole
of religion is a looking out of oursdves unto Chrig,
whether as He is ascended to the Right Hand of the Father,
or as He is reflected in the feeble shinings of His saints, or
represented to us by the poor and desolate. Stll it is a
looking out of oursalves.

So for the same great end, among others, we have
fedivds in honour of the Dead: the blessed Virgin, the holy
Apodles and other saints, yea, dl the saints of God. The
thought of the dead makes us gentle and childlike, and
leads us to forget oursdves, as well it may. For we know
that, according to St. Paul’s teaching, the spirits of just men
made perfect are not far from us. We are come to them and
they are come to us. They can touch us and we can touch
them: perchance do touch them when we know it not; they
are gliding by every hour. The spirit has but ceased to act
upon and through the body, and so we do not see them in
their places They keep threading in and out among us,
going up and down, and moving round about us especidly,
0 we bdieve from . John, in holy Churches where ter



bodies rest in hope® They are the first ranks of the Church
who have gone before us in the Lord, so far as to be out of
sght. They are beyond our view. They may see us we
cannot see them. This should make us speek very little and
aurdy vey cadttioudy of the Dead, and not without the
warrant of the Church: whether they be our own kindred, or
sants of old, or holy men of later times. All the dead are
our kindred now; for there is no marying or giving in
mariage in the Church invisble We canot fed sdfish
among the Deaed; and in the Church of Christ we are among
the Dead.

Then again the blessed Sacrament of the Body and
Blood of Chrig kills selfishness within us, because it keeps
drawing us further and further into the communion of
saints. It B a hand put forth, and taking us back into the ark
from time to time continudly. It mekes us every one
members one of another in the mystica body; for we, S.
Paul teaches us, “We being many are one bread and one
body; for we are al partakers of that ae bread.”* Thus the
Church sats hasdf agang dl sdfish views dl narow
opinions, dl vanity, concet, Cchildishness Hf-praise
uncharitableness,  little-mindedness, it gives us great
thoughts, it opens out views of heaven; it promises glorious
and magnificent things which shdl be heredfter; it leads us
to the throne of God; it joins with Angels and Archanges
and dl the company of Heaven about the Altar; it feeds us
with the Body of our Lord: and what have they to do with
sdfishness who feed thereon?

In like manner the holy doctrines on which the
Church is founded, and the history of the hereses by which
those doctrines have been assdled, warn us very fearfully
agang odfidiness and dfish times The great and
foremost doctrine of Church teaching is the Incarnation of

% Rev. vi.
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our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. This comes uppermost
in her Creeds, this comes uppemost in her best and
soundest doctors. The Church does, as it were, in al her
gifts and offices st forth and embody after a living way the
Incarnation of the Lord. It is in the Church, says one, that
Jesus Chrigt is re-gppearing dways, and is living eterndly.
The Church is as it were the abiding, continuing, and
going on of the Incarnation of the Son of God. Chrigt is one
and the same and dways unchanging; and so He has made
His Church one. He is made flesh, and has taken an
outward form; and so He has made His Church visble. He,
as our Mediator, is God; and so He has made His Church
indefectible. He is an eternd Priest; and so He has made
His Church to have no end. But, if we look a some of the
schools of theology which sporung up droad in the
sxteenth century, we find quite other doctrines coming
uppermost; not that the doctrine of the Incarnaion of the
Lord is denied (God forbid!), only it does not occupy the
place it did in the hamonious teaching of ancient times.
Origind dn, grace, free-will, dection, assurance, come in
Lutheran and Zwinglian writers, where in the Fathers we
should find references to the Incanation, and the
Sacraments by which it is conveyed to us and given us, as
S Leo expresses it, “as a step for us to tread upon, that we
by It may ascend to Him.”® The effect of this difference, of
this digortion of the andogy of faith, is that by putting
over-prominently and exdusvey forward quesiions
concerning our own soul, and the effects wrought in it, it
leads to excessve sdf-contemplation, and so lowers the
dandard of holiness by weakening the temper of faith. Thus
even in this Catholic country, some have been found of late
years, who have drawvn up what they deemed a full
confesson of ther fath;, in which, notwithganding, no
datement whatever was made regarding the Divinity of the

5 Serm. v. de Nativ.



Three Persons of the mogt Holy Trinity, or the union of the
divine and human Natures in our blessed Lord. This is an
awful waning. The same lesson may be learnt even from
the course which heresy pursued in early times. While the
primitive fires burnt hottest and clearest, the Church had
power and hedth to gect dl heresy from out of her, and
leave it to rage and spend itsef beyond the consecrated
precincts. But afterwards, while she was ill adorned by
gifts, and graces, and eminent lights, heresy began assaling
what was uppermost in men’s thoughts, the Trinity and the
Person of our Lord. Thus Arianiam, the greatest of these,
was condemned at Nice, A. D. 325, which was not far from
a hundred years before Pelagius began in the West to teach
his heresy about grace and origind sn® The dass of
controverses which afflicted the Church in the fourth
century, concerned mysteries out of men's sdves, those
which concerned myderies within themsdves did not begin
till the fifth century. One began in the Eagtern Church, the
other in the Wegern; both probably were raised on
questions uppermost in men's minds a the time; and thus it
took four centuries to bring down the lofty minds of
Chrigians to question and cavil, and go wrong about
themsdves, ther nature, and the operations of their souls.
This rather, as we find it in St. Hilary” would be the way an
ancient Christian would have looked a human nature,
adways in the incarnate Word, never apat from Him; as
“human nature, in Christ, advancing towards God, going
onwards to eternity, and through eternity about to abide the
consummate image of the Creator.” So long was sdfishness
in bresking into and disturbing Church doctrine.

Sdfishness, too, is effectudly wared agang and
cast out by the temper, which it is the Church’s office to
give birth to and bring aout within us—the Cathalic

6 About A.D. 405.
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temper. It is by this temper which God has given her, and
which she would fan communicate to her sons that the
Church Universd has been “exdted like a pdm tree in
Engaddi, and as a rose plant in Jericho, as a fair dlive tree
in a plessant field, and as a plane tree by the water”® and
filled with God's wisdom, “as Phison and as Tigris in the
time of the new fruits” This is the temper by which
partition walls are broken down, and the earth made one
and of one speech, and the curse of Babd turned aside, and
the miracle of Pentecos made abiding. The narrow views
of politicdans, and their gill narrower jedouses, literary
theories of nationd characters, and attempts after union,
such as conquerors or men of science weskly drive to gain,
are dl broken through and swept away, and set a nought
by this temper, of which we speak. The world a times has
seen this temper living and working, and it has feared it and
obeyed it. But now the Body of Chrid is torn asunder, and
the members war againg each other, and endeavour to be
by themselves, and thereof has come weakness, disease,
dumbering, and feaful dgection in men's souls. Time was
in Europe when the Church was free to have the same rites,
and pray the same prayers dl over. It may not be ® now.
Time was when foreigners, travellers, and merchants went
here and there, and found in every place his own Church,
prie, Altar, home. It is not so now. Let us see this wdl
illustrated.

“There was nothing new, or drange, or sngular,
about the buria processon particularly cdculated to excite
the atention of Marco Polo. The ‘De Profundis of the
soled priest spake the universa language adopted by the
most sublime of human compostions, the Liturgy of
Western Christendom. Yet, though no objects appeared
which could awaken any lively curiosty in the traveler,
theee was much in ther very familiaity to excte the

8 Ecdus. xxiv.



sympathy of the wanderer in a foreign land. With an dtered
tone he sad to the friar, ‘Saddened is the spirit of the
pilgrim, by the dying twilight and the plaining vesper bell.
But he who braves every danger for himsdf, may fed his
heart ank within him when the pageant of triumphant desth
brings to his mind the thought, that those from whom, as he
weened, he parted for a little while only, may have been
dready borne to the sepulchre. Yet there is dso a great and
enduring comfort to the travdler in Chrigendom. However
uncouth may be the speech of the races amongst whom the
pilgrim sojourns, however diversfied may be the customs
of the regions which he vigts, let him enter the porta of the
Church, or hear, as | do now, the voice of the minister of
the Gospd, and he is present with his own, though aps and
oceans may sever them asunder. There is one spot where
the pilgrim adways finds his home. We ae dl one people
when we come before the Altar of the Lord.”® Now this is
what we have log; this is what dl good men are sickening
for the want of, what dl good men mus in ther measure
drive to bring back again, by cultivating in his own heart,
and carying out in his own modest practice, the Catholic
temper. He must not look a his particular Church, as if,
like his country, it were an idand. He must not let his
sympathy, or love, or admiraion be confined within any
bounds short of the Church Universd. He mus fed as the
Church Universal feds. He must teach as the Church
Universa teaches, and ever has taught. He must pray God
for the time when he may worship as the Church Universd
worshipped. He must guard the fath jedowdy, as the
sautary depost handed on to him; but he must shun the
close, hitter, schismaticd spirit of controversy, that spirit
which is nothing but “the disquieting of good men, and the
forgetfulness of good turns” He must throw himsdf out of
sysems, sects, schools, parties, into the free, capacious

® Palgrave, Merchant and Friar, p. 138.



teeching and temper of the Church Universd. Thus by
God's grace may the sundered members of His Church
begin to gir, and move, and come one to another, and join
themsdves, and live anew; and the shgpe and outline and
dtitude, which long past centuries had known, shdl
gradudly grow clearer, more forcible, and more digtinct
before men's eyes, lovey and venerable. Then shdl the
Church be again informed by the Catholic temper, “the
understanding spirit, holy, one only, manifold, sulbtil,
lively, clear, undefiled, plain, not subject to hurt, loving the
thing that is good, quick, which cannot be letted, ready to
do good, kind to man, sedfast, sure, free from care, having
al power, oversseing dl things, and going through 4l
understanding, pure, and most subtil, spirits™° This is the
Catholic temper, the temper of the Church, who is “more
moving than any motion: she passeth and goeth through dl
things by reason of her pureness. She is a pure influence
flowing from the glory of the Almighty; therefore can no
defiled thing fdl into her. And being but one, she can do dl
things and remaining in hersdf, she maketh dl things new:
and in dl ages entering into holy souls, she maketh them
friends of God and prophets. and in that she is conversant
with God, she magnifieth her nobility.” Such is the Church
Cathalic, the Bride of Christ. Such shdl she one day be
seen to be.

Lagly the Church itsdf, the way it is left with us
and trusted to us, teaches us very forcibly how hateful
sfishness is in God's dght. Chrig gave His Name, the
only one under heaven whereby men can be saved. But He
did not leave it to every mans judgment what to think of
His great Name, how to bdieve in Him, with what rites He
was to be worshipped, and the like. He did not leave the
faith with this man or that man, or any st of men. He left it
with the Church, with the Church only, the Church

10 \wisdom viii. Viii.



Catholic, one and entire, and made it impossble it should
be pure and whole anywhere out of the Church, or any
where short of the Church. In Scripture language the
Church was to be the pillar and ground of the truth: the
pillar, as bearing it up and witnessing to it and keeping it
safe and not letting the world reach it to lower it or do it
vidence, the ground, as being the authority on which the
truth rests the lavful and very sufficient evidence upon
which men are to recaive it. Now in this view it is clear the
Church is of immense importance; the sdvation of 4l
generations depends upon it. What means then did our
Saviour ordain for handing the Church on from one
generdtion to another, for preserving it amid storms and
persecutions, for enabling it by its own inward purity to
overcome the world and to save dive the souls of those
within its gates? Visble miracles gradudly ceased, that is
to say, they were not put forward in the same way they
were before. God did not vishly interfere; heretics and
blasphemers were not dways struck dead as by a miracle,
though here and there God did interpose, and the world
wondered. Still as a generd rule, it was left to men, to our
fathers, to us, to hand on the Church, to leave the old faith
as we recaved it. This was the law: “Tdl ye your children
of it; and let your children tel ther children, and ther
children another generation.” Thus the Church was made to
depend on us, the sdvation of dl generations was made to
depend on us. This is a feaful thought, dmost too fearful
to bear. The sdvaion of al after generations depends on
us. And yet we ae cardess about it, ungenerous, little-
minded, sparing, sefish in saving souls.

Yet dill we have among us the Church, which is a
refuge from our sdfisness and she is from time to time
cdling upon us to exercise this privilege of taking refuge
with her by our dms. We are for ever being caled upon to
ad in handing on the Gospe, the one sound fath, the
wisdom hidden from of old, to our pogterity. We are invited



to be felow-workmen with Apodles, primitive confessors,
martyrs, bishops, sants, men who raised dead bodies,
workers of miracles, lords over evil Soirits  mighty
teachers, magters in Igadl. This was their office to hand on
the faith, to teach it to those who came &fter them, to feed
the little ones of Christ. Such was the task which they were
foremos in; and to this day we make mention of ther
names with reverence, because of ther fathfulness in ther
generation. Surely this is a great privilege for such unloving
Chrigians as we ae, full of oursdves full of the world's
tant, full of eath and al that is therein. Yet there is no
danger of sdfishness intruding here. We do not come out
from others in this We are not sngula. We are not
odtentatious. We are but a few of many, of whom God
taketh count, and watcheth their hands and hearts as they
go by to the tressury of the temple. The brightest sant in
God's kingdom has no temptation to sdfishness. He is but
one, one little one, among the thousand dars tha are
thickly sown, like seeds of light, al over the dark skies,
waiting for a gill more glorious brightness, when they shdll
grow and shine in the kingdom of ther Feaher, when the
heavens shall be new, and the face of the earth covered
with another freshness, being baptized with fire. We are not
to ask oursdves where our sdf-denid is to end, when we
have done enough, when the measure of our sacrifice is
full. This is the spirit of a dave rather than a son. It is never
full. There is never sdf-denid enough; dl is sHf-denid in
the school of Christ. We have a life in our veins, we have
not lad that down yet benesth the Cross. The blood of
martyrdom would not fill the cup. The martyrs themsdves
are but unprofitable servants, though they are as Angds in
our eyes. Why ae we dinging to these perishable things?
Suredly we do not love them. Our home is not here. It is
very far away, we are pining for it. We are athirst for God.

But perchance it may be sad, this is an unnaturd
state. We do love these things, “we have set our hearts, it



cannot be concedled, we have set them fondly on earth, and
the green things and the bright things that are upon the
earth.” It cannot be. You cannot love the world nor the
world you. The Cross has been planted in your hearts. You
and the world, you and your affections, you and your idols
must part for ever, part in the blood that flowed where the
gern Cross went deepest in. You and al your dreams must
part, O ye of the Chrigtian Circumcison!

The kingdom of Heaven is within you. You are not
your own. You are lifted above yoursdves. You are washed
with a heavenly washing. You have the gift, which is above
al other gifts the gift of the judtified, the Presence of God
within you. Ever gnce the time that you were fearfully and
wonderfully made into sons of God and heirs of heaven,
this inward kingdom has been unfolding itsdf in your
souls. Firs one and then another of your lusts and
affections have been magtered. Sacraments, providences,
ordinances, discipline, ascetic habits, sometimes dowly,
sometimes  swiftly, dl have been drawing your naturd
infirmites more and more within the power of this
supernaturd  kingdom. The heart is like a tract of barren
country, hardly recovered to fertility. Still, year after year,
every prayer and act of fath, every sdf-denid and
auffering, has been teking in some little portion from the
wilderness. Angry tempers, idleness, childish d€ns, bad
habits clinging about us and hindering us, are by degrees
brought under the dominion of our new naure The
kingdom of Satan grows narrower day by day, though here
and there the waste brown sand again encroaches on the
green. Our very dns themsdves dter, and evil as they ae
and impure, ill disclose to us the presence of virtue in the
s0il. They witness to our being more or less religious. We
are being trandformed into Angels, and more than Angeds,
though suffering here. Yea, more than Angds, for when we
wake up a the last to degp no more for ever, we shdl be
satisfied with His likeness Who was Man, and is Man, and



Who has our nature upon Him where He is. We shdl bein
some high sense like Him, ese could not we endure to see
Him as He is. How feaful to think of wha unknown
operations our regenerate but ill gtriving souls are now the
scene and the place That inward kingdom is unfolding
itsdf there But sdfishness is hindering it. SAf is kesping
back its glory and its power. Sdf is making it jedous of
opening out and disclosing itsdf. Sdf is druggling againgt
the Spirit and the Sacraments. Therefore deny that sdf, and
the empire of Chrig will stretch forth from the river even
unto the grest sea, from Baptism until eternity begins.
Therefore mortify, trest hardly, and bring under tha evil
f, and then will that inward kingdom be like the risng of
the sun behind the hills. The morning will sweetly invade
the night. The lines of darkness will fade off and be overrun
with light. “It shdl be” in the words of ‘him who was
raised up on high’** as the light of the moming when the
aun riseth, even a morning without clouds, as the tender
grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain.”

Clear on dl of us, and dealy shining was our
baptisma rain. But the spirit of sdfishness has passed upon
us snce. We are stained with sad impurities. We are beaten
back in our upward flight by weskness and sdf-indulgence.
We ae laden with our sns The burden of them is
intolerable. Self has taken such hold upon us tha we are
not able to look up. We think holy thoughts, and then
unhadlow them by teling them to others that they may see
how great our thoughts are, We watch and fast, and are fain
our faces should grow pae, that men may see how austere
our watching and our faging are. We give dms, dms after
the fashion of these latter times in public and with our
names, that men may wonder we can give s much, and
think of al the sdf-denid it must cost us. SAf is in every
thing. The hundred gates of the heart may be shut agangt

11 sam. xviii. 4.



open dns, but self goes in and out thereat unquestioned day
and night. Thus it is that sdf becomes hateful to us We are
weary of our own litleness and meanness. We ae
contemptible to oursdves. We groan, being burdened, and
are miserable; yet we have not courage to throw ourselves
away from oursdves. O wha a poor and miserable
Chridianity is this How often do we think, when oHf
intrudes, of our early Baptism, and its innocent liberty, and
its sdf-forgetting quietness, we think of the Font that is by
the entering in of the Church, and long with a holy longing,
and cry with David, “O tha one would give me drink of the
water of the wdl of Bethlehem, which is by the gaed And
the three mighty men brake through the hogt of the
Philistines, and drew water out of the wel of Bethlehem,
that was by the gate, and took it and brought it to David."*?
And we have THREE, mightier than men, unto Whom we
were baptized, to bresk through the hosts and bring us
water from the consecrated Well. Let us leave our
sdfishness behind, and go and take refuge there. Alms, sad
an old martyr, are the imitation of our baptisn, and win he
indulgence of God. Alms repar its freshness. By dms do
we absolve oursdves from sin. Alms, as one of the ancients
teaches, are a second baptism. “Give dms,” said our Lord;
“Give dms of such things as ye have, and behold, dl things
are clean unto you."*® Let us come continualy out of a free
heart, to pass the watchword, the Cross of Christ, dong the
invisble lines of after generations. We have a right to deny
oursdlves for Chrig; a right to suffer with the Incarnae
Son, and purify sdfishness away by suffering. In the quiet
courts of the dms-giving Church we may take sanctuary
from ourselves.

THE END.

12 2 Sam. xxiii. 15.
B g Lukexi. 41.



