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GLOSSARY

Anglican Communion. As defined by the 1930 Lambeth Conference, a fellowship
of duly
constituted dioceses, provinces, or regional Churches in communion with the
See of Canterbury, England. Their common characteristics are: 1) use of a
version of the Book of Common Prayer as their expression of faith and order;
2) existence as particular or national Churches, which seek to promote a
national expression of Christian faith, life, and worship; and 3) being bound
together by mutual loyalty sustained through the common council of bishops
in conference, rather than by a central legislative and executive authority.
Congress of St. Louis. The name commonly given to the Congress of
Concerned
Churchmen held in St. Louis, Missouri in September, 1977.
Held under the
auspices of the Fellowship of Concerned Churchmen,
this was a watershed event
which led to the departure of many persons
from the Episcopal Church and the
formation
of
many
so-called
“Continuing Church” groups.
Continuing Church, or Continuum. The churches which in the 1960’s and 1970’s
were
formed by dissenters from the Anglican Communion, in opposition to issues
such as the ordination of women, the “social gospel,” liturgical revision, and
denial of basic doctrines such as the divinity of Jesus Christ, the Atonement,
and the Resurrection. Many of these churches were formed following the
1977 Congress of Concerned Churchmen, held in St. Louis, Missouri. They
call themselves “Continuing” because they came out of established
Anglicanism and intended no innovations; they merely sought to continue
that which already existed.
Episcopal Church. The member Church of the Anglican Communion which was
established in
1789 as “the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America.”
Although the longer name remains the official designation, the Church’s
legislative body, the General Convention, authorized the shorter title in 1967
as an alternative form. In 1976, the Convention amended the declaration of
conformity required of clergy (article viii) of the Church’s constitution) to
use this shorter title. When capitalized and standing alone, the adjective and
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noun “Episcopalian” refer to persons and things connected with the
Protestant Episcopal Church.
Episcopi vagantes (s., episcopus vagans). Latin for “itinerant bishops.” Historically,
bishops with no fixed jurisdiction. The modern definition is that held by the
Anglican Communion, meaning persons who have been consecrated bishop
in an irregular or clandestine manner, and who are not in communion with
any recognized see. Many of these bishops have extremely small followings.

Historic Episcopate. A term found in the Anglican Communion's Chicago-Lambeth
Quadrilateral, which is synonymous with the term “Apostolic Succession of
Bishops.” It refers to “apostolic succession” in the sense of a chain of
unbroken
episcopal ordinations from the time of the apostles (the first bishops)
to the present day.
Lambeth Conferences. The decennial gatherings of Anglican bishops from around
the world,
hosted by the Archbishop of Canterbury. Though the conferences have no
binding authority over the various Anglican Churches, decisions made there
have great moral force. In a similar way, the Archbishop of Canterbury (who
presides over the conferences) has a premier place in prestige, but not in
executive power.
Non-Jurors. The name given to the members of the Church of England and the
Scottish
Episcopal Church who refused to take the Oath of Allegiance to William and
Mary after England’s “Glorious Revolution” of 1688. Six English bishops,
all the Scottish bishops, and about 400 English clergy felt bound to their oath
to the deposed King James II, and so were deposed in 1690. These bishops
and clergy set up their own denomination, High Church in doctrine and
order, including a high view of the “Historic Episcopate” (see above). The
movement died out in 1805.
Old Catholics. A movement in the German-speaking lands of Europe which
rejected the First
Vatican Council’s (1870) declaration of the dogma of papal infallibility. The
founders, including the historian and theologian J.J.I. von Döllinger (17991890), founded Catholic churches not in communion with Rome. The
separatists claimed that Rome had created a new church through decrees
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such as those of the Vatican Council—hence, their self-designation as “Old
Catholics.” The Anglicans have been close to the Old Catholics since the
beginning of the movement. In 1925, the Old Catholics recognized Anglican
ordinations; they later obtained full communion with the Church of England
(in 1932), and most of the other Anglican churches.
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS
ACA

Anglican Church in America

ACC

Anglican Catholic Church

ACNA

Anglican Church in North America

AEC

American Episcopal Church

AECNA

Anglican Episcopal Church of North America

AOC

Anglican Orthodox Church

APCK

Anglican Province of Christ the King (see also DCK)

CESA

Church of England in South Africa

DCK

Diocese of Christ the King (see also APCK)

ECUSA
PECUSA)

Episcopal Church in the United States of America (see also

ELCA

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

ESA

Episcopal Synod of America

FCT

Foundation for Christian Theology

KJV

King James Version of the Bible

LED

Lutheran Episcopal Dialogues

MDA

Missionary Diocese of the Americas

ICCEC

International Communion of Charismatic Episcopal Churches

NIV

New International Version of the Bible

OCCA

Orthodox Catholic Church of America
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ODCC

Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church

PCUSA

Presbyterian Church (USA)

PECUSA

Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America
(see also ECUSA)

REC

Reformed Episcopal Church

RSV

Revised Standard Version of the Bible

SSJE

Society of St. John the Evangelist (Cowley Fathers)

TAC

Traditional Anglican Communion

TCC

The Christian Challenge

TEC

Traditional Episcopal Church

UCC

United Church of Christ

UECNA

United Episcopal Church of North America
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ABSTRACT

Many within the Anglican Communion have criticized the validity of Holy
Orders in separatist Anglican denominations known collectively as the “Continuing
Church.” Specifically, those in the mainstream church have charged that the
separatists lack validly ordained clergy because some of the ordaining bishops are
outside the so-called apostolic succession of bishops (also known as the “Historic
Episcopate.”) The reasons why the Anglican Communion considers these men to
lack the Apostolic Succession, are: a) they are “schismatic” for breaking with the
existing church, and b) they trace their episcopal lineage from bishops known as
episcopi vagantes (“wandering bishops.”)
Using the triple witness of Scripture, history, and Anglican canon law, this
study concludes that the separatists do indeed possess valid Holy Orders, though the
ministers themselves may not show much if any fruit in their Christian lives.

