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Advertisement.

The following series of Historical Papersis reprinted from the Dublin Review, in
whichit had the advantage of appearing between July 1863 and July 1864. Thethree
former parts were published and the fourth was in type before the literary want, in
a sense of which the undertaking originated, was supplied by the only man in
England who is capable of doing perfect justice to the subject. Had the Apologia®
appeared ayear earlier, or could it have been even anticipated before these Papers
were begun, theideaof writing them would never have entered my mind, or, at any
rate, would have found its expression in some other form.

Thesameunwillingnessto encroach upon aprovinceto whichtheauthor of the
Apologiamay besaidto havean almost sacred right would equally havediscouraged
the reproduction of the present series but for two considerations, which | have
adopted in deference to the judgment of afriend. It has been suggested to me, and
| think with somereason, that so far asthese Paperstravel over thesamegroundwith
the Apologia, they may haveacertaininterest inthe eyesof the publicintheway of
undesigned coincidence and independent testimony; and that, sofar asthey relateto
a department of the Tractarian Movement which did not happen to fall under Dr.
Newman's personal observation, they may be taken as furnishing a supplement,
however unworthy, to hisgreat work. With referenceto theformer point, itisimpor-
tant to add that | have had no communication whatever with Dr. Newman on the
subject of these Papers, and that Dr. Newman had not even read them when the
Apologia was written. But, on the other hand, where Dr. Newman's narrative is
foundtodiffer from mine, | wishto makean unqualified resignation of my testimony
inhisfavour.

It only remainsfor meto apol ogiseto the several eminent personsyet livingwith
whosenamesthevery nature of my undertaking hascompelled meto takewhat they
may feel to beliberties. All | can say in my defenceis, that if an historical sketch of
the Tractarian Movement be a desirable contribution to our literature, as seemsto
be generally admitted, the free use of those namesisto be excused on the ground of
necessity; and, if so, the circumstance of their owners being alive seemsto me to



iv Advertisement

lessen, and not to increase, the disadvantage incident to that necessity. To myself,
again, itisnosmall relief to feel, on areview of my littlework, that although | was
writing not a panegyric but ahistory, | have found it impossible, in the interests of
truth, to say anything of anyone among the personsin question which does not tell
to his honour.

F.O.

St. John's, Islington: October 9th, 1864.

Note

1. John Henry Newman, Apologia Pro Vita Sua: Being, A History of His
Religious Opinions (London: Longmans, Green, and Co., 1864). Ed.
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