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MEMORANDUM
The reference 1o the Lumbeth Conference of a proposed

Canon of the Church i China on the ordinatiop of women

to the priesthood, together with the enquiry whether
“liberty 1o ‘experimenl within the framework of (he
Anglican Communion would be in accordance with

Anglican tradition and order ™ has raised two distinet sets

of questions, the one theological, the other practical and
contingent. The enquiry from China is related immediately
to the second of these, but it cannot properly be discussed
without! previous reference to the first, more fundamental,
consideration. ‘We approach this subject, therefore, in that
order.

The purpose of God in Creation, so far as man is able
to apprehend it, i1s the creation of free beings capable of
responding to His Jove, directly in worship and indirectly
by fulfilling His will in service, This involves true free-
dom of the will of man, and real ability to choose belween
ends and' between the means to those ends. Such free-
dom extends (o every opportunity of personal service in
which man can serve his fellow-man. whether at the
simplest level of physical help or at the deepest level of
response to spiritual need, [t is clear that to such freedom:
race, class and sex are equally and entirely irrelevant.

The assertion, for which no proof or intelligible reason
can be given, of an inherent incapacity in women 0 recéive
Heily Orders is clearly a denial 1o them of this freedom, as
is the consequent refusal to them of the right to accept
or to choose particular forms of service. In principle any
#nd every freedom which is open to men is open 10 women

also and equally. Such freedom may properly be regu-

lated but it cannot be taken away.
3)
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This freedom is inherent in the individual in virtue of
the action of the Holy Spirit in Creation itself. Creation
is not a static process, completed in the external action
of God the Father, but a process which is eternally com-
plete yet ever renewed in Time, in the action whereby the

Holy Spirit moves the creature to make the free response

to his Creator which is the only true freedom. It is this
that distinguishes freedom as the Christian understands
it from the false freedom of individualism and self-
fulfilment in which man’s will is not free but enslaved.

It is of supreme importance that the Church, in its whole-
pess and in all its parts, should be recognisable and
recognised as the sphere of such freedom. This involves
the full acceptance of the doctrine of the Holy Spint as
inspinng and guiding the Church, leading it on to new
and creative fulfilment of the whole purpose of God in and
through man. The action of the Spirit cannot lead to the
denial of anything that is fundamentally true, but it may,
and indeed it must of necessity from time to time, lead to
new developments in line with that truth. A conservative
adherence to traditions which are not of the essence of the
Gospel may be proclaimed as loyalty to the Faith and yet,
in reality, inyolve a misunderstanding and a denial of its
essential meaning.

This implies that freedom both to experiment and to
lcad is inherent’in every part of the world-wide Church:
nnc! this is a truly Catholic principle, involving loyalty—
which will sometimes be 2 creative tension—not only of
the local Churches to the Whole Church but, also, of the
Whole Church 1o the local Churches. '

The leading of the Spirit to new deve enls i j
freedom may be recognised in various “T T::en;rm;
need of a missionary or local Church, or of new conditions
in older Churches, may be a true indication of the lines
upon which a fresh phase of development is (6 be expected
It must certainly be true that a local need which cannot
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adequately be met indicates, nol a failure of the Gospel,
but a summons to this Age to recognise a fresh leading
of the Spirit and to respond (o a new Word of Geod to the
Churches.

That these nceds exist in many parts of the world is
becoming increasingly evident and it is such a need that
has found expression in the proposed Canon of the Church
in China concerning which an enquiry has been seat to the
Lambeth Conference. Admittedly the Canon would involve
an administrative innovation : but a negative reply to the
enquiry could only be justified on the ground that liberty
to experiment along the lines suggesied would be con-
trary to fundamental Christian or Catholic teaching.®* And
no theological bar to the full ordination of women has
shown itself capable of being sustained. The argument
from St. Thomas Aquinas,T commonly quoted in this con-
nection, is not authoritative for the Anglican Communion,
neither is it strictly theological, since it bases a theological
conclusion upon a faulty sex psychology which, in its turn,
rests upon the social conditions and assumptions of his day
and upon certain passages in St. Paul’s epistles, one of them
a purely local regulation, the other a Jewish muystical
analogy quite irrelevant to the subject.

We submit that the argument for the full ordination of
women on grounds of practical expediency and spiritual
need is, conversely, not only capable of being sustained
but is increasing in weight and urgency. The specialised
domestic needs of the Chinese Church can only be fully
appreciated in that country; but the main facts should be
obvious to all and they do not apply to Chipa alone.. In

® cp. Articles of Religion, Art. XXXIV:—"It is not necessary
that Traditions and Ceremonies be in all places one, or ulterly
bike; for at all times they have been divers, and may be changed
according to the diversities of countrics, times, and men's
manpers, to that nothing be orduined against God's Word.”

f Summa Theologica, Part I Supplement. Qu. 39,
()



cvery part of the world Christianity iself is confronted
with a situation of the utmest gravity. It is common
knowledge that the task which lies before the Church is
immeasurably greater than the resources which are now
available to meet it.

"Jn recent times,” runs the Report of the Commitles
appointed by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York:
*the Ministry has not been cqual 1o an increasingly difficult
lask and growing responsibility. There are no grounds fo!
supposing that in the years immediately ahead the quanuty
or quality of men offering for the Ministry will be bettes
than it has been.™

The same anxious and defeatist note can be heard in
other parts of the Anglican Communiop. From many
arcas of the mission-field come reports of converts to
Christianity—often made by women evangelists—left for
long periods without the sacraments of the Church for lack
of Clergy to Administer them. In England, shortage of
manpower is necessitating the system of combined benefices
which is undermining the spiritual life of the parishes. And
cverywhere the need for fresh jnitiative and wigour in
Church affairs is being recognised with small hope of its
being met in anything like the measure which is required.

*. .., we ask the question.” continucs the Report of the
Archbishops' Commitiee,  whether the Church could not
by a fuller and more intelligent use of women supplement
and strengthen the ministry of mea in its service. and also
enzble them to make their special contribution.”

The Archbishops' Committee, by reason of its terms of
reference, ventured no f{urther than recommendations for
the greatly enlarged use of lay women as a remedy for
the present situation. But in China a more courageous
note has been struck which has resulted in the enquiry
which is now before the Lambeth Conference :—

o W believe,” runs 3 document produced by the Diocesan
Symsod of Koag Yuet arnd circulated by it 10 all other Diocesan
3 Women's Work i the Church. 1942
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Svaods of 1he Chung Hux Sheng Kimg Hui. ~ that God 4
ysing China’s age-long respect for women, and her raditional
confidence an women'™s giflts: for admanistmtion and counsel
to ‘open n new chapter in the history of the Church . .
We cxpect that we shall always need the services of a few
outstanding women in the periestly minisiry (o enible us o
develop and maintain the Church: on an essenually pastoral
and parochial basis . . . . 'We do not know if there is in
other pravinees of the Anglican Commumion need for women
in the Ministry, We know that in our own Dioccese there
is such need and that God has rised up at least one woman
able 1o meet that need.™

‘ It is against the background of the facts so presented
L that the proposéd Canon, with its accompanying enquiry,
comes before the Lambeth Conference. The special regu-
lations of the Canon* and the immediate reference of
the enquiry, are local and particular : but the principles
and the considerations involved are of importance for the
whole Anglican Communion. We submit, therefore :—

I. That this is a cas¢ where freedom of action in a local
Church ought to be fully recognised and encouraged
sinceé po contravention of any ultimate principle of
faith or order is involved.

2. That no argument forbidding the experiment in
question can be based upon the theological tradition
of the Anglican Communion,

1 3. That a conclusive argument on grounds of expediency
- for or against the full ordination of women must be

n sought. not in the past, but in the future when the
value of women priests to the spiritual life of the

community has been tested in the light of experience.
Only: if this thing be of God can it prosper.
L. W. GrEn

D. E. BeLFELD,

o On behalf of the Ordination of
% Ser overleafl Women Ad Hoc¢ Commitlee.
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NOTE

* We are not prepared to endorse every detail of the pro-
posed Canon. In common, with the great majority of
those who desire the admission of women to Holy Orders
we deprecate the introduction of a marriage barin Clause
Two as an infringement of personal freedom and the denial
to the Church of the special contribution which married
women priests could make to its life and work. We should
feel obliged 10 oppose the inclusion of a similar provision
in any future Canon of the Church of England.




