. the voluntary religious work they can do.
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class instruction. In schools founded by religious bodies, if

there are any religious exercises, students shall not be compelled
or ind_uced to participate. No religious exercises shall be allowed
in primary schools, or schools of similar grade.”= N

As is well known, this regulation has not been found to bear

hardly.on Christian schools. They still have ample latitude for all
Government officials, too,
have generally tended to enforce the law with understanding and

sympathy.

3. Registration. The law provides that religious bodies shall-
be registered under the regulations governing “cultural associations.”
Some of the more important of these regulations have been sum-
marized and are given on page 567 of this issue of the Chinese
Recorder. .

These regulations are obviously not drafted with reference to the
church. Some of them are even alien to its spirit and methods of
work. And yet the Church of Christ in China, while raising frankly
this very point with the authorities, was readily granted registration
by them, thus showing clearly that the authorities are not concerned

to apply these general regulations. which were drawn up to cover

all classes of associations, in anv such way as to hinder or embarrass
the church in its work. This is a manifestation of friendliness for
which we may indeed be grateful.

4. Taxation. Under the new Land Luw property is to be taxed
at a rate approximating, in most cases, one per cent of the value of
the nropertv.® Certain classes of propertvy are, however, exempt
in whole or in part, among them school and hospital property. What-
about church property? Is it also exempt? The answer here i3
that this is not vet clear. Tlowever Article 12 of the Rules Governing-
Reduction and Ewemption of Land Tax seems to open the way for
churches to apply for exemption on their properties. This article
reads: ‘ .

“Public welfare enterprises undertaken by the people or
associations, if they are not for profit-making purposes, may
apply for reduction in or exemption from the tax on the land
used.”

Certain petitions have already been submitted to the authorities.
asking for exemption under this provision. So far no reply has been
received. The answer to be given, whatever it may prove to be, will
te of great importance to the Christian movement throughout the
whole country.

Summing up one may say that religious freedom is a basic policy
is China. This freedom is subject to some limitation, as is shown by
the educationat restrictions, but these restrictions are not unreason-
able or arbitrary In practice the regulations governing the re-
¥istration of church bodies have been liberally interpreted. As to
tixation of church property a definite policy has not yet been fixed.
Mich of moment depends on the Government’s final decizion. On
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the whole the relation between church and state in China is friendly
and based upon sound foundations. . :

1. Dr. C. L. Hsia. Background and Features of the Draft

Constitution of China. P.207. Council of International Affairs,
Nanking.
j 2. Revised Regulations for Private Schools. Ministry of
:Education October 21, 1933. Translated by Dr. C. S. Miao.
Educational Review, January, 1934, P. 9. China Christian Educa-
tional Association, Shanghai.

3. This is a very general statement. For more detailed
information as to the taxes to be levied, see the Land Law, Articles
291-297. W. P. Mills. d
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Society and the Church

RONALD HONGKONG

HERE are many ideas and much writing about society and
the church. In a moment I shall refer to some of them. But
they are unimportant. He that “does” builds upon rock.- Ideas

and words are as the sand. Because they are sand -the

floods bear them away. What men do remains.

Orthodox Russia in exile has her great prophet, and also her
men and women of action. Men and women throughout the world
are reading what Berdzaev writes. I do not know what Berdzaeyv is
doing. I do not know how many men and women thoughout the worl'd
are doing different and better things because they have read his
writing. My guess would be that there is a ferment of thought in
‘his trail. Will that thought lead to action?

There is much that is significant in his thought. Above all
perhaps the spiritualization of technics, the soul of machines. “The
spirit can be an organizer: it can direct technics for its own pur-
poses; but it will always resist becoming an instrument of the
organized technical process.”

Thank God for this idea. Christ is to be incarnate not only
in the physical human body of the Man of Galilee, but in the machin-
ery God has given man for the enrichment of personality.

But Orthodox Russia has also ‘““Action Orthodox”, led (sur-
prisingly?) by a woman. In France there are many Russians now
unwanted ; men for whom society has no use, women for whom society
has only one use, a use that passes as the woman loses her physical
value for men. ‘“‘Action Orthodox” is providing these unwanted
with friendship, with work, with means of livelihood, and, above all,
with the opportunity not to be flotsam and jetsam, but men and
women interested in one another and in life, alive in a world that is
alive. “Action Orthodox” is infectious. It does not breed more
words, but more deeds, more love, more friendship.
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* "Roman Catholicism is followed as jackals follow wolves, by
Anglo-Catholicism—Iless logically, in a sense less courageously, and
therefore less dangerously. “The real menace of Rome is an intel-
lectualism married to a philosophy which is not Christian. "It is
this intellectualism that causes authoritarianism. Intellectualism
(even Reinhold Niebuhr in the early chapters of “An Interpretation
of Christian Ethics”) loves to unite and unify concepts. God, if we
are to believe our eyes, considers variety more significant.

And as a jackal to the wolves comes W. G. Peck—a leading
Anglo-Catholic exponent of the church in society. “It is religious
faith and theological doctrine which must provide the initial direc-
tion of economic thinking.”t It is not surprising that Mr. Peck spent
a lecture tour in America trying to prove that F. D. Maurice (be-
cause he was an Evangelical) was not the father of Christian social
action in modern England. For if you once accept the paternity of
F. D. Maurice then the correct thinking about the faith and the
church is not the necessary source of Christian action in society.
If Mr. Peck is wrong, as I am convinced he is, the parables of Jesus
are vindicated against the Stoic, and other secular philosophic
elements in organized Catholicism. The unorthodox Samaritan who
believed all the wrong things is “the Church in Society,” is the
instrument of God in action. Here is rock because there is action,
whi-h is more than ‘activity. The significance of the centurion’s
comment on Jesus’ actions is not his “authority,” buf that what he
sail was done. Jesus did what others tallked of doing.

Modern Protestantism, judged by its books, is in no better way.
All the world is reading how modern Protestant America in-
terprets the Christian ethic, and rejoices as it reads that sentimen-
talism is gone. Having read it is left with the unnourishing satis-
faction that the Christian ethic demands a clear analysis of the re-
alities of a situation, and notes the suggestion that violence on the
side of the underdog is a just violence. For the rest we are advised
‘to let Jeremiah lead us back to the sacred heights of pre-Christian
Jewish prophecy.

My friends who know Protestant America from the inside tell
me that this is not the whole story, that this dry and barren intel-
lectual acumen goes hand in hand with a reckless and spendthrift
love for those in need, and an energy of action in obedience to God
which puts Dr. Niebuhr and others of his group well within the circle
of those to whom Jesus pointed when He said, “Those who do the
will 'of God are my mother and my hrethren.” PR

The fact is, surely, that there is'a disproportion between words
and deeds ‘in’ modern Christianity. Incarnation is a way of action.
Theology is an attempt to describe what we have seen of God’s
actions. But God is a living God and our relation to him in Christ
is a living relationship. ¢ is 01 our obedience that the ncarnation is
continued, and by owr communing with Ghrist that our obedience s
directed. : L.

1. “Christendom® Vol. 2, No. 2, p. 281, “A Christian Doctrine of Society.”
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What men are doing in the world is more important than what ;

they are writing.

It will not be by the definition o ry
! of a true theory of the relationshi

gfft‘t‘feenintf}éiticgllugcfh gmd_rsom?ty that society will be redeemednsb:}z
k Significant experiments. Significant expe ir ]
ii z;)e]orz:]%\.t\\q/iimo{hs?gltnh% 10\}3 irfl action. Love in action is Iepssnl?l]((ezz?)E
in thongnt o th action.g » for love becomes self-love more easily

The important question, th
. 4 e
is the ch.urch doing? And what t}lllzio
that plainly cries out for doing?

The group of books which i

T | are not theor ipti
f{‘;gsugents :.u'e” important, therefore; e.g'.leslfig;zvg:icrapéi%réi of
Consumggx},orlmcs and Horace Kallen’s “Decline and Rise of er(;
Sonst basis ;gc;ﬂlgtset}tl};e{”gy?ytv coxflclusions from what has been done

> : validity of a philosoph igni :
g:rr;gl%rétfs l.n nﬁw ways in economics. To deﬁpney;vzggh:ig?}igc&%ﬁx el:é
fame be ore t ei experiment or the experiment before the thought
g e s%me kind in t}_us case as the old argument of the he : d
togetigf an‘:lt t\}x:hath{s significant is that here is action and thguag;lt
sog that'h'x : e' thing commended is not a true idea as true—but
) as proved of Christian value to society. Thes'e books are

part of an infective proces : ‘hei uli i
T C/Lurclrz,) ogesGs(.)d-May their peculiar diseases spread

is what throughout the world
ughout the world is it not doing
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The Engineer Spirit*
. U. USANG LY
T HIS meeting is full of joy of fellowship and association. which

I can see everybhody is sharin i
L c: g; and there is iri leat-
ing throu.gh every. personality present, that D of cagieay
which br;g_htens and enriches life. ’
present you greetings. Ordinarily to sugg
ipltl‘ltllal human beings may incite suspicio
ut can & } i i
mwc;(r;t 1011!1)])’0111_301(16;}1130' tg};)?,tqtthaft 1s empirically quite true? Ve can
fow not o1 SPIMIE of engincers permeati ‘
quegl?on;t?gg,hg‘ri]ddmeq radiate it ourselves, What?géngusnglsoosfe
is its signif oes it work? Why does it oft ido? What
s Significhnens en subside? What
There i i i
doubi NE teolzr:zzcx?n?etf;l%g&gm;l;?y parlt to satisfy any one who ig in
e s to . merely mechanical-mi
reﬁgli};uiprgé;ual-f\?md?% Dersons who can serve an:lmlr)lgesdérsgg ?llls(z
b il and s 20 0 v how s can
not it ccom izing when the > i
¥ what they are doing, hyt also wbhy they arz sgfn??ts?]%fel?;
bt od anfi no engineer is an
Y 18 born within every human

*An address deliver i
March 11, 1957 ellvered at a meeting of the China Society of Engineers,

spirit of engineers
I am glad I have come to
est.that the engineers are
n, if not invite objection;
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