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THE FIRST YEARS
1933 - 1964

In 1933. Bishop Basil Roberts of Singapore and Bishop Noel
Hudson of Borneo invited Bishop Gouverneur Frank Mosher of the
Philippines and Bishop Hall of Hong Kong to meet with them to discuss
the possibility of a Province in S.E. Asia, and to take counsel together
on common problems in this region.

In January 1934, a four day meeting was held in Hong Kong, attended
by the four Bishops with Bishop Roberts in the Chair.

Discussion centred a good deal on the needs of the Chinese
communities in the Philippines, Singapore and Borneo. Problems of
marriage, self-support, and vocations to the Ministry were also discussed.
It became clear during discussions that any steps towards provincial
organisation would be very difficult.

It was agreed to meet again in the autumn of 1937, as the General
Synod of the Chung Hwa Sheng Kung Hui was meeting in the spring
of that year.

In July 1937, the Sino-Japanese war began and any further meeting
was indefinitely postponed.  During 1941-42 all four dioceses were
occupied by Japanese armies.

Post—1945.

After the war was over all four dioceses were preoccupied with the
reconstruction of their work. But the Bishop of Singapore and Borneo
with New Guinea, Polynesia and Melanesia were called by the Archbishop
of Canterbury during his visit to Australia in 1951 to meet him there for
conference on Inter-diocesan cooperation in the South Pacific.

Minneapolis 1954. At Minneapolis 1954 the first meeting of the
Central Anglican Council on Missionary Strategy was held. This meeting
proposed a series of Regional Councils and Conferences among which
would be:

(1) South East Asia including Singapore, Borneo, the Philippines

Korea and Burma.

(2) Southern Pacific.
Carpentaria.

Polynesia, New Guinea, Melanesia and

The Minneapolis meeting also proposed that priests and laymen
should be associated with the Bishops as soon as practical,
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Hong Kong 1955. In February 1955 a second meeting of Bishops
was held in Hong Kong, attended by Bishop Binsted of the Philippines,
Bishop Baines of Singapore, Bishop Cornwall of Borneo, Bishop Chadwell,
Assistant Bishop of Korea, and Bishop Hall of Hong Kong, who Chaired
the meeting.

Manila 1957. At Manila in February 1957 in connection with the
Joint Festival of Witness between the Philippine Independent Church
and the Philippine Episcopal Church, the full Conference was feld of
Bishops, Priests and Laymen, and for the first time the Diocese of Rangoon
joined the Council, Bishop Victor Shearburn and his Assistant Bishop
John Aung Hla attending.

Bishop Parmar of the Diocese of Bhagalpud in CIPBC attended as
a visitor.

Kuching 1960 marked a further step forward in the development of
the Council: the Bishops participated in the consecration of the Revd.
James Wong as Assistant Bishop of Borneo. The Chairman presided on
behalf of the Archbishop of Canterbury. The Rt. Rev. Bishop Bayne
rewly appointed Anglican Executive Officer attended for the first time
and saw at once the value and possibilities of this new form of Church
organisation. 'The four Dioceses of Singapore, Borneo, Rangoon and
Hong Kong took action at this meeting to initiate a Province which could
provide the necessary Metropolitical authority for those Dioceses. Steps
were taken also to appoint a liaison officer to compile a comprehensive
plan for assistance to the Chinese Diaspora to present to the older Churches
of the Anglican Communion.

After Kuching. After Kuching 1960 the translation of the Bishop
of Singapore to Wellington, New Zealand and consequent vacancy in the
Diocese led to a proposal by the Archbishop of Canterbury to constitute
Singapore an Archbishopric for the region on the pattern of the Jerusalem
Archbishopric. 'This was not acceptable to the Council and was withdrawn,
though the Archbishop asked the new Bishop of Singapore to be his personal
representative in the area.

Rangoon 1961. As plans were now advanced for the division of
the Diocese of Borneo into two dioceses, Kuching and Jesselton, this

making possible a province composed of - these two dioceses with
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Singapore and Burma, Hong Kong withdrew its offer to join in a local
province and requested the Council to assume the Trusteeship of the Canons
and Constitution of the Chung Hwa Sheng Kung Hui on behalf of the
diocese, then held by the Archbishop of Canterbury at the request of the
Diocesan Synod of Hong Kong.

Canon John Lee was appointed Liaison Officer and a Provisional
Executive Committee for the Chinese Diaspora was appointed under the
Chairmanship of the Chairman of the Council with Bishop Jam-s Wong
as Vice-Chairman and Bishop Roland Koh as Hon. Secretary.

New Delhi 1961. Consultations were held at the New Delhi World
Council Meeting between the Bishops of the Council then present in New
Delhi and the three Metropolitans with responsibility for the Council’s
diocesan membership, Canterbury, PECUSA and CIPBC and general
agreement was reached on the Council’s capacity to assume such
ecclesiastical authority as might be delegated to it by the present
Metropolitical authorities.

Quezon City 1962. The Quezon City Meeting was again a
Conference with Bishops, Priests and Laymen attending and coincided
with the formal act of Full Inter-communion between the Philippine
Episcopal Church and the Philippine Independent Church and the
Consecration of the Cathedral of the Diocese of the Philippines by the
Presiding Bishop of PECUSA.

A formal constitution for the Council was drawn up at this meeting
and forwarded to the Dioceses and the three Metropolitans for their
approval.

The resignation of the Bishop of Hong Kong as Chairman of the
Council was accepted and the Bishop of Rangoon was elected Chairman,

Hong Kong 1963. Meeting in Hong Kong in February 1963 the
Bishops of the Council accepted on behalf of the Council a request from
the Diocese of Hong Kong, in which the then Trustee the Archbishop of
Canterbury concurred, that the Council accept Trusteeship of the Canons
and Corstitution of the Chung Hwa Sheng Kung Hui on behalf of the
Diocese of Hong Kong in order to provide that Diocese with the
necessary Metropolitical authority. Taiwan was represented for the first
time at this meeting in the person of Bishop Gilson. Bishop Bartolome
Remigio of the Philippine Independent Church also attended the meeting
as a Fraternal Representative.
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Singapore 1964. The action taken by the Bishops in Hong Kong
in relation to the Diocese of Hong Kong was confirmed at a meeting of
the full Council.

Following action taken at Toronto in 1963 an invitation was extended
to the Rev. James Pong of Hong Kong to accept the Council’s nomination
as Regional Officer of the Council for a three year period,

The Council also invited the Philippine Independent Church into
full membership of the Council with representation of one Bishor, one
Priest, one Layman, and took action to secure amendment of the
Constitution to cover this sort of representation.

Passport technicalities prevented the attendance of the Chairman
and other delegates from Burma and also the Bishop, Priest and Layman

who had been appointed by the Philippine Independent Church to attend
the Council Meeting.

Bishop John Daly of Korea was appointed as Chairman of the Meeting
and later in view of the present situation in Burma as Deputy Chairman
of the Council.

The Council initiated the Chinese Anglican Literature Committee
whose primary purpose was to produce Chinese Literature for use in
Churches throughout South East Asia in 1962. Publications are produced
under the name of the Anglican Literature Society. The publications
of the Society soon proved to be of use not only to the Churches in South
East Asia but also to such far away places as Mauritius, England and America.
This was made possible by the generous help of the S.P.C.K., London
who in turn had received special gifts from U.S.A. and M.R.L for this
purpose.

During the short duration of four years the Society had published
more than 20 books and pamphlets in Chinese. Apart from these, many
other titles are in active preparation while others are under consideration
by the Society.

R. O. HaiL.
Bishop of Hong Kong
Chairman, 1955-1962,
February, 1966, ’
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