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CONFERENCE OF THE BISHOPS
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To the
CLERGY AND LAITY OF THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION
IN CHINA, HONGKONG AND (COREA.

Greeting.

Wi, Bishops of the Holy Catholic Chureh, in full communion with
the Church of England, having jurisdiction in China, Hongkong, or
Corea, assembled at Shavghai under the presidency of the Right
Reverend Grorce Evaxs MovLk, by Divine Providence Bishop of the
Church of England io 3lid-China, after receiving in Holy Trivity
Choreh the DBlessed Sacrament of the Lord’s Body and Blood and
uniting in prayer for the guidance of the Holy Spirit, have taken into
consideration varions questions affecting the welfare of God’s people and
the condition of the Church in these lunds.

After a cenference of three duys in association with several of the
most experienced Priests of our respective dioceses and during other
three days of consultation apart, the Resolutions hereto appended were
passed by us unanimously ; it being, nevertheless, clearly understood
that no resolution of the Conference would be held to be binding on the
'c:l'ergy and people of our respective dioceses merely in virtue of such

resolution,

~ In the interval since our fiest Conference the Diocese of Victoria
*Mth 3,.915‘1-3&13@3:&_01:1 m I_Sb,ut,h China, has been  happily filled by ihe
cons rxtz{mmd i::;ﬁ_?i_lh_iltion of our Rt. Rev. brother J. €. Hoarg, und

i L. . . . [ M « Jro oF s 4 72 M s &) Clj
presence - with two of his senior Presbylers gave a much need

mpleteness to our meeling.
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We wonld eall upon you all to join us in giving thanks to Almighty
God for Hix woodness in permitting us again to meet in conference

together and for his favour manifested to us all during these meeting:

Praying that the deepened sense of our oneness in Jesus (hrist ang
in the bonds of our conmon Communion which has been voucheafed to
ourselves during this Conference may be abundantly granted to onr

clergy and their flocks, we are, with brotherly love,

Your servants for His sake,

G. E. MOULE,  Bishop in Mid-China.—President.

C. P. SCO1T, Bishop in North China.

C. d. CORKE, Bishop of the Church of England in Corea
and Shingking.

F. R. GRAVES, - Bishop of Bhanghai and the Lower Yungtsz

T . Valley,
W. W. GASSEL% Blshop in Western China.
J. C. VI('TORIA Wxth mzssmnary jarisdiction in South Chin.

. SKAN{::HAI, October 21st, 1899,




Resolutions.

1. The Bishops thank the Committee appointed by the
Conference of 1897 for the very valnable assistance
which they have received from their Reports on the three
subjects referred to them, namely, the proper terms for
the Three Orders of the Holy Ministry, the Baptismal
Formula, and Order and Discipiine, aud, having the
Reports before them passed the following Resolutions,

do—Terms for the Holy Ministry.
That this Conference recommends the adoption, as
renderings for Bishop, Priest, and Deacon respectively,
of Hui-tu (€ 48), Hui-chang (€ §%) and Hui-li (g ),
with transliterative alternatives to be determined here-
after ; it being undémtpod that Chu-éhiao E ),
having been for many years officiully recognised in the
Anglican, as well.us in the 'Lu't'i:ﬁ'_amd_(}reck Communions,

be used at discretion as a third term for Bishep.

3.—ORDER AND DISCIPLINE.

(A) - Urdé*i',

A e g S aire e

1. That this Cﬁ‘oni’créx‘xﬁ:‘
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- mitted the: oﬁ‘endu, it pemtent at the
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cntechumens have special seats assigned to them in
church where it is possible.

That a prayer in behalf of catechumens be provided for
use in Divine Service.

That the bapiism of catechumens take place as far us
possible at stated times, eg. Christmas, Easter and
Whitsantide.

That due notice be given in the case of minors or
married women to the parents, husbands, or guardians

before the Sacrament is administered.

That Christian parents should in no case betroth their

children to heathen.

That, in marriages between a Christian and & non-
Christian, the marringe should not be held in the church
nor the Marriage Service used until the non-Christian
party is baptised.

Thgt_when a member of the Church removes from one
Jurisdiction or parish to another he should take with him
letters of commendation from the Bishop or Priest in

charge to the ecclesiastical aniboritics of the jurisdiction

- or parish {6 which he goes.

(b)—Discipline.

T
bat ‘when grievous and noloricus sin has been con-

discretion of the
; =lfl
iest, bﬂ reqftxzrgd to make & public confession of his sin

he whq!ez._c‘:apgwg&twn.




2.

»

2

That the offender wndergo discipline, the term and
nature of which should be fixed by the Priest afier
consultation with bis assistants, a report of the Priest's
action being made in every case to the Bishop for his
confirmation,

That while under discipline the offender be placed in the
position of a * hearer” or “catechumen.”

That a prayer should be sanctioned by the Bishop to be
used in behalf of the penitents during Divine Service.
That after a certain period the offender should be allowed
to sit among ihe other Cluistians and to be present
at the time of the celebration of the Holy Communion,
but net to communicate.

That the names of those under discipline should be read
publicly in the Church at the beginning of Lent and the

autumnal Embertide,

_‘That, after the completion of the time of discipline the

" "Bishop, or in his absence the Priest acting under his

authority, should declare in the presence of the congrega-

tion that the offender is released from his discipline, after

“which he should be allowed to communicate.

' That where an offender in unwillin g to confess his sin the

: .Eﬁiééit' should follow the rubrics at the beginning of
'ﬁié' 'Gbmm‘union Office.

Timt if an ofﬁ*nder, after this, is st‘iif umﬁ]!inn to confess
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Joor of the Church, and he should be regarded in the
liaht of o heathen until willing te make public confession
of his fault,
That the Holy Communion is never to be demed to any
who are sincerely repentant on their death bed or in time
of serious illmess. In the latter case, the one under
discipline upon recovering, should make a public confus-
sion of sin in the presence of the congregation.

N.B.—It should be observed that the Chuareh, as
witnessed by the Book of Common Prayer, has always
held in high regard the use of the scason of Lent for

public discipline,

That this Conference, having in view the fact that the
term Tsung Ku Chine Hui (53 3 B¢ &), provisionally
adopted in 1897 as the equivalent of Anglican Com-
munion, has not proved gemerally acceptable, and thuwr
the term *“ Anglican™ represents not a national religion
or Charch but rather that form of Catholic Christianity
which is professed by ws all, hereby agrees to sanction

the use of a transliteration of * Anglican ™ as 1 common

- designation of this branch of the Chureh Catholie, in

China and Corea,*

That, with a view of promoting the cireulation of

the Anglican’ Record, Bishop Graves be requested,

in consultation with the Rev. . L. H. Porr and

%’ _‘zi‘: ﬂﬂs aud 10 North China os ﬁ" 3}: ﬁ'

VI
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Mr. AL J. HL. MovLy as a committee, to decide upon
such modifications of the recommendations paszed by
the Conference of 1807 as may be necossary and to
commuunicate their decision to the Bishops throneh the
gh t

President.

That this Conference huas heard with satisfaction of the
growing adoption of ““Lord’s Day” (£ |) for Sunday,
and with much interest of the experiment made since the
Just Conference of introducing names analogous to the

European names for the days of the wecek.

That, in view of misunderstandings which exist regarding
the position of the Anglican Communion in relation to
other Christian bodies working in China, this Conference,
believing that a statement on the subject will be of use
in avoiding such misunderstandings, reguests one of
their number to prepare a statement to be sent to each
Bishop for his consideration and remarks, by him to
be sent to the President to be laid before the next

Conference.

. MARRIAGE.

“Resolved that in order that the Chinese Christians may

more ~¢learly understand what is the Christiun law of

marrmfre and realise the importance which the Church

| pfaces upon Holy Matmmony this Conference affirms the

' foﬂowmg resolutmns 2
"hat, (.,,hrmtmu Marrucre is the union of one wan with one

or an_un_t_l_i d-@@t};;=_.;sball part them, aud that it cannot be
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dissolved by mutual eonzent, nor is divorce permizsible
for any cause except the single cause allowed by our
I‘,u!'xl.

That marriages are not permiticd by the Chareh within
the prohibited degrees, and that Clinese Christians
should observe the Chinese law forbidling marriages
between persons of the same surname.

Thut Christings are forbidden to take a conealine, and
that if thev do 20 they will be excommunieated,

That Christians should in no case Letroth their sons or
daughters to lLeathen, and that those who do so ar
subject tu the censare of the Chorch,

That Christians shonld aveid Wb marviage customs whiels
are idolatrous, coarse or indecent, and, at the Une of e
celebration of warringe, should endeavour to arrauge ol
things - in a manner befitting the union between two

members of Christ’s Body.

That a Couwnmittee consisting of one member {rom wuch
of the Diceeses represented be appoinied to report on
the subject of Marrizge in the Native Chureh, especiadly
under the heads (1) Chinese customs i relation {o
marriage, (2} the Marriage Service and ifs vse in the

native Charch,

That this Conference records its sense of deep thankinl-

cmess to Almighiy Ged for Iis assistance voucisaied

 during the ix days’ session now ended, and reschbes thid
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(D.V.) a similar conference be convened at Shanghai by

the Sentor Bishop iu the spring of 1902,

That the above resolutions in English and Chinese be
printed and circulated through the Bishops in their

respective dioceses.






