


This account based upon the 
ission's Ninute ok, old newspaper 

articles, and personal reminiscences of 
Province Wellesle y Anglicans, especially 
of llr. Louis Balai-endmrn. Xr; Orsler, 
who is noJT in England but is likely to - 
return to St. Mark's in September a s . a n  
Education Officer., is gathering fresh 
material from the S.P.G. in London. He 
would welcome any letters, memo 
other information of those who re 
Will anyone having such information 
please get into touch with the lHeadmaster 
of St. Nark's School (B-utter\[-orth, 122) 
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The Province Welles!e~ 5Ifasic.n wes the brainchild of the Bishop 
of Labuan a n d  Sarawak, V z l t e r  Chamber;, and  Dzvid Brown Esq. of 
Messrs. Brown & Co., second generaticr. representative of t h a t  well-horn,/- 
family of Presbyterian Browns, the  f a t ? e r  of whom is buried beside 
Francis  Light. We have the  Eis'sop'a letter dated 18 J u n e  1378 in which 
he. outlines '&he project about wk.ich Ikown a n d  he had arreadg 
blked.  The Bishop suggests n-here t h  g o n g  is to come from: the 
S.P.G. would help, a s  would the Colonial Gorerrment  ( the Penanz  
Government) bu t  the fuil  support of tke Presbyterians wouid be essential. 
The  Bishop goes on to mention two gent!emen ~ h o  would be useful on 
the committee - perhaps they v n r e  known f o r  their charity since both 
in the next thir ty  ears coritrib.,t4 much labour and money to the Mission S 
-Vermont  (of Batu Kawan) and Morrison (of Krean Es ta te ) .  
Finally h e  says: v:e need 5200 p.a. z r d  a h';luse a r d  '. a good men who * 
would devote his life to the t x o  objects of grad1~aI:y raising the ent i re  . 
community and of 'winning sou!s to the Lord." Broxn  in his reply 
makes more precise the cbject of the M m i o n :  we want ,  ke says, " t h e  
sen ices  of a f i r s t  ra te  prczctiq! r a n "  who xwuld " devote his attention 
not only to  the ministrations of reiiqion to the European residents and 
the natives in general but also to  :he Educatior?, ur?der Christian principles. 
of the chi!clrer? of the latte:." E r ~ ~ ~ n  says the Penang Presbyterians 
a re  willing to vote anxually 3 0 0  tq s u y o r t  such work a s  well a s  giving 
up to $1,000 to assist in buildin? a Mission House: irideed they were so 

.. keen to assist such a project tha t  they wou!d consider investing 
their total property(va1ued a t  $20,000) in mutual t rus t  viith the S.P.G. 
to forward the Mission work. 1 t . k  as well t3 remember from the s t a r t  
the financial a z d  other aid ~ i v e n  by  tt.e Presbyterians in the 
u-ithout which i t  m a y  v:e!l iiave btxn a s!illborn idca. Later, through 
difficulties ~vhich  the minute book does nqt c!arify, they stopped their 
contribution in 1891. But  i n  i ts i3it;ation C?.e Pxsbyte r ians  played as 
vital a par t  as the Angiican Ck;~rch or any Angiicar, organisation. 



A Xission Coinmittee was  fom.ed on t h e  9rh Ju ly ,  1878. Thd 
Rishop w a s  i t s  ?resident an4  David E x x n  i t s  secretary  and  t reasurer .  
T h e  Hon. Walrcr  Scott ,  J. 31. Verrn?n:! -1. G. 3 l o ~ i s o n  ar.d the Chaplain 
of Penang  !the:\ t he  Rev. Mr. Frerch-Sn1i.h) were  members. There  
w a s  much work f o r  i t  to cio before the a:.ri:-a1 of 2 perrnar.ent chaplain: 
i t  m u s t  col!ect f..:;-icis, find a sLiitah?c mission hczse, select buildings f o r  
schools, employ schooii-!:asters a n 6  Tamil  catechists. TVhen t h a t  perma 
chaplain did arri::e, said the  E h h o p ,  he v:ocld be under  the  Bishop's 
spi r i tual  c21.e but ~ ;ou ld  k'e resfionsib!e t o  t h e  commirtee f o r  the wor1.r 
o f ' f h e  Mission. T 3 e  x e e i i n g  ended r;itk, the  EIs'T3p ask ing  the  committee 
to  keep him full:; i i n f r r r r ~ ~ d  abgut xha:  they  d:d. I t  =as  his  own project  
a n d  one reads the  tr~:r.er.tio:;s cli~r-pyo::l*.irltr.t I-.e f e l t  in  a le t ter  dated 
1 2  Aupst  1878 jr' ~ . - ? l ch  ;.e a:cqunces " a  s ldt ien and r a t h e r  serious 
illness " t h a t  h a s  come ?>nr. I-.im - 2r i':?n& v:hxh neces i t a t ed  home 
Ieave and ,  uitirracely, rerix-:en: in 1531. Ir, E ~ g l z n d  the  Eishop see3 
the  advzqtages  xv3ich his i:lxss m2:: b ~ i r . 4  t g  7b.e Mission : he can press  
t h e  b u s i n e ~ s  on thc  SPG \v~th. -ore  Ererg:; " r k z r  t h e  ou l ,na ry  fo rms  
sanct ion"  and :s b c t t c ~  p ! ? d  tn find z c h a - ~ k n .  " I find no-or.e h a s  
as ye t  come for \va-d"  he e r d s  By-October svmecne had. 

* .F *Z k X 

That  sornenrle v z s  ti-.: I:ev. K. 3LcDougal Col;rtne>: nephew of 
Bishop XcDougall ,  Charr:hc-rs' fi:.c+uecessor a. Bishop of Labuan and  
Sarawak .  Mr. C!:.J~-'.~S.: v ; 1  f ~ : ~ - : ~ r l : , -  of Pext , roke CO!ICPF: Oxfo 
(?;here " h e  p..l!lr.. f8,1, i.:;3 7:;rl.j j-1 the  Urire?.i i t ies haa t  race " )  a33 

la te  ci2rnt.e t o  IYind.:o? c2111i tkr- PC,IT:X? at 1Tmlr;icI". Eis:qop h lcn r~uga l l  
had jvritten t o  iVairi.1- Ch~:>:br:.; : " he i s  iz rr;y iiiea a 1.iyht rnnd m a n  

. . u.. . , -. .. f o r  yoij1. ~,~ . r )?k ' ' :  c;-qn:'..fi>.:' ~::y:n:~"t, a f ^ : ~ y  :a lqTig ar.!i i p t e r F ; ~ t i n K  
cor.l-ersntion v;ith the ;1:;:1:..;,,:1 . . chz;)!;ir?, %'as: "f~: SOT:?? tjlillci; 1 . - h 1 , ~ ~ ! ( 1  
have been g:ad i f  hi. h d  5,:; o ;itcle oldcr brit ??,is, i f  a f ac l t ,  iB or:o 

. . rrf which be ~ i ! i  raaiill:: n1::.-i." Coi2rtr.e:; v:zs r:samlr~ec 11y tl:CJ~I'G e- 

commissior?ers on So-.;c:.:tc:r is:, lef t  XooiwicL ir; J azuz ry  1,579, arr:i 
:.:as i n  the  Provi:!ce b:; ME[-. ,, 



chided for  " l ~ a v i c g  th-ir c!ii!dren ex~?sc.c! tq a:! c.bz ~ - : : : 5  c,f t - z thcn  
surronndin;a" inon-Cki-ist lcf? a r c  z'!, <::,: ::j:.:. >?:?.:.k.??) : ;!,,e;: +f)-.l:,j 

. . ] , e & i s  ' ' ~ Q T , v  :. lse!pss t l k z : y  ye!i<Goc i 5  c:::; : .y f,]? a g-~ :c j~  7~ tbLCir ij2Aii;; 
. . , . 
:Ires GI. f o r  ~3'r'i~f::jl:; t l .2  >!,;jr_: zr;r,i:.a:ijn; cf  :!lei; ;qgls": :?e r]oer; . , .q?t h ide  the f a c t  ::r,;>.: E,.:r>v,22:.,5 y;r,:j.i~; r.,:,: xy2-,-p1 f z y  L.] a:tc::il c];-,.;~:~ 
.. > - . . .  :c:7.7!ce C?,*,! ;f :: :;-:!<, .,:;zt i:, :c3 c;r.r. -.L.-,  . . . . . . .  ::;,>::, ;:Q ~ ~ ! ' x y - : ~ e  " !,5 pL f:.?r,:le:;: 

comn?r.t 'of k:i: j r;r , :  r < r . c ; .  . " .  .:,., hc: 7 . ~ 5 . ~  oTc:: tl..: ri:;z:,~c.~ G: ;::q c;Ltep]lis:s 
.. " . b&iyen eac:'l ~:.!;r.p! tki- ir~a:.:.~.:! :.:.1:3.1::-:?.3,:::~ al,;] ;>2;.p;-s, ~r.:!, 

- . inefici&y of ~ n . i c i l  c>E r):? :.;:li.-I7uj te-cnir-;. t i l t  ::;en< .r,::. O f  one 
cakec3ist he  rec-a:-kj ' . i-.e hzii t.ri:ii.e.i t33 2:-.:c; ix to  11-s(!r. exci johlir; 
t o  a:iow of h ; s  czr;.:;i::z og h i s  :;;3rk ...-o-ei': ,, . 7 . " .  ar.ntbcy be distrusts 

. L -  

so he is p!anr?ir.g :r, hn-;e the r:;a:l 1i:y ;.I:? tr.al-el ;..-i:h !?i!n-thus 
saving traveiiir.2 ex>t~ses. - 

A s  f z r  a z';r:ar,c$ is c:::cp:--e$ ir fee;.- r.r,e 2 ~ : s  1F.e s : j - i ~ y  
jlTLpressiOn G c :  c: v!- ,; . . . :z: ,~p r ; ~ . . ;  !. ,: : - ~ z ; ~  T:.: .: '*:.:-..-. - 

, .~ .  , . . ,  ...... r ra r .  Lo1-:r'ir;.y 
>:ept llis acco~;:;:s T ; - , : ; > ~  ycr ,<  ? - - . . - -  ..... <.  . . .  v , -. .~, , 1 --. z: i-c;. >~,);i;,:l.: horLe2z 
2Er1 f a iy .  ~ 5 : ~  ;;;a; < P , , - - ; , ~  - ' c..; . . .  . .  - - t  ::.. -,. .-,-. , -  .............-.... ,>: :-.:, >c,, ,?: :.t!-c I;:.? 

!.I..- . . . . . c .  . -,- :; ^ i . .  . :.:-, 3lk; ioTl  x:...2.s < . . . .  i . . -  .. .< 1. -.:c:z ::..:,::,.: 2 :-{~,aL:(,v 
. .  , 

. .  . . -_ I  cjf pririe t ,  t he  C:ra:jia+l :il::s i , r  ?::.2 r.~,.; .- - .--- '- - . ' -  ' 
. . 
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{i:) There x a s  schoo;master :~a ra? t  ar.tagonisms and these lead 



Rm'. COURTNEY'S %Am 
Courtney went on a seven m 

went (he went in  March, 1 8 8 5 j u d  - 
his  eighth who01 at By ra~~r -Wat  i s  more  significant i~ t h a t  his work 
went ahead in his  a ce. H e  returned more hopeful and with 
a strong A s i o n  Bf Bukit l e n g a h  " eventually being able to take its 
place with the  three or  four  schools destined to monopolise the higher 
education in the  Strai ts  Settlements." Certainly fo r  t h e  r e m i n d e r  of 
his chaplaincy he devoted a grea t  deal of t ime to transforming this  
vision into* reality. 

But 1887 put  a temporary damper on hid spirit&* The Govern- 
ment had raised the s tandard of their  examination: Courtney comments; 
"however advantageous i t  may  be from a n  Educa t~ona l  point of view 
to6 the general s tandard it certainly is not- very  sa -~sfac tory  f o r  
those who u n x r  special difficulties a r e  c&ry;?ng on schools and find 
th&r estimates of what  they can do upset by a varying 
examination." Yet he 

English speaking and  
* * 
\%%at of Courtney's_private Jife? How f a r  did he pay attention 

to his clerical uties? W h a t  r a s  the Committee's opinion af h im? He - fl is reticent about  his pn'aate l i fe  and perhaps a litt!e naive. H e  had 
friends i n  England enthusiatic enough about his Mission work to gire 
money towards forwarding i t :  Re also seemed to be able to raise money - 

locally, so he must have been fair ly  popnlar. I n  1884 he got married, 
to whom we do not know. Jt'e only know of the  rcarriage because hc 
has to explain why on a certain occasiin there n-as a lapse in t h e  , 
regularity of Divine Sernces.  

On his death we do &t  kno-8 what  happered tn his wife: if 
she had died before him hetwonld have sl;rely ment.oned it. What  we 
do know is  that his 1886 leave was extended for  a fortn:ght because of 
"pressing domestic affairs." There is another st-ange reference to hi3 
home life "since my return,  in consequence of srvt-;e domestic troubles 
i t  was necessary for  me to forego my dutles on 9ne Sunday"  ( t h a t  was 

5 1886). This statement ia p r o r n ~ n e ~ t l y  placed in th6 
ore succ~nct ly put  izto h ~ s  Sel-nce regkter .  

* * * 4 * X * 
Although Courtney put  most of his c n e r F e s  into his school, he 

never neglected his s p ~ r i t u a l  oficcs.  He was r ~ r l p t e t w  a b u t  his larxe 
parish, looking a f te r  the EuropeadS h:mself a:.d superintending the 
Work of his Tamll c a t ~ c h ~ s t s .  One of f . 1 ~  ear::: preoccupations was-  
?here a r e  we h bulld a church? The first Idea x a s  to have a central 
hurch for  the  whole pro~dnce. This F a s  soon abandoned since a centr 

P 1 



11, European and  Tamil alike. Hi 
next  idea w a s  to build one church in the South ( " s x n e  half-way position 
between Batu Kawan and the Penang Sugar  Company Es ta tes"  ) a n d  
one in the  North "at t h e  fost  or' Bukit Tengah E ~ l l , "  the  la t ter  to  h a w  
priority. Unti l  such s church c ~ i l l d  be built services would have tabL 
makeshift - in P r y e  h o s p i t a ~ ~ t e r m s r ~ ~ ~ e ,  Bukit' Tengah Police 
Sbtioa-attB-in y f i a t ~ o u s e s . ,  They were not well-attended: 9 w a s  a 
good average congregation a n d  20 was  a host. 

- - 
aurtney never held a service unless there were more than  3 

/present; ironically he mentions But te rnor th  more often than a n y  other 
place f o r  its poverty of congregations, i r o n i d l y  k c a u s e  tkere the first 
church w a s  ultimately built : in his book " n o  congregation, no 
~ e r i i ~ e "  or  " no congrega euecing " a r e  famiiar  entries. 
Nor did t h e  Tamils hold r: i t  was necessary to  follow 

- them a m u n d  the province if you wanted to p ~ e a c h  to them, In 1887 
there were 120 Indian Christians. 

For his  cakchising Courtney depend&! a grea t  deal on the  Tamil  
Missionav,  Deacon R. Ba!avendrum. As early a< 1881 _he hoped to 
build two ckurches. I n  1887 a plan f o r  the Bukit Tengah Church was 
drawn up- estimated a t  73,500. By the ecd of 1888 $i,681.86 had bean 
c o l l e c ~  f o r  i t  and many thousands of bricks !:+been given and  bought 
to b d d - i t .  Ganrtney did not l i v e t o  see i t  begun but h - d i d - s p e d  $532.61, 
col!ected f o r  Church blilding, Gn ordinary 3iiss1on x:ork. This was  his 
only revealed financitl malpractice axd  who :ras 3 blame him for  i t ?  
Certainly t h e  comm$tee did not, fo r  there 1s no c c m e n t  in  the minute 
book on t h e  Secretary's revelntion. Courtxe:; did nct -,-Kt other parishes 
a s  much a s  his successor did: perhaps hjs exergetic ar.d single-mindeci 
perseverance undermined the health t h a t  could i . 2 ~  been revived h:.. 
change. H e  preached in Penang in IS81 a-d pa:d a visit to  Malacca 
in the same year:  i n  1882 he visited Taiping a::d in 1887 he preachad 
a Jubilee service a t  Kintq. They a r e  the  only excursions- save 11.3 

horn* leave i n  1886 - t h a t  he records. 

T b  Cmmittee must have r e a l i ~ e d  t h a t  Courtney more or leas 
measured u p  to the  reports they had  had of hlrn for  they tmk no action 
to call a meeting f rom his arr ivaI  in  May, 1879 until he presented his 
rst report on 7 May, 1881. There is no rcsqrdcd comment on this 

rep@ yet Vermont, Morrison, B r o n n  a:? c n n r a x y  must  have been 
impressed by the energy with whlch ti12 c'-a:,lirlil had rrosecuted his 
work, the  idem he had fo r  developing ~t e r d  the amount be had dono 
for the total cnst t 3  t i c  m>ssion of S.5;";- Tho f a d  ti-?, th i s  report, 
ior  1680, >\-as not p-ese?ted until n ~ , x d y  ba!f of 1881 had go2e hy can 
p a ~ l y  be accounted for by the  more leisure!y pace a t  which businesa 
roas con$ucted in these days. 



- - 
me Committte Itself only a t  3 5  times during Courtney's tena 

and on eight of those occasiom they came together to hear the chaplain's 
reports. The second report was noted a s  " able" and there was a " fu!l 
discusdo'n" on it. The third was " satisfacfgry." Courtney ended his 
fourth report: " t h a e  attempts a t  advancing Christianity in the province 
wilI, I trust, bear good frui t  in t he . "  The fifth, for  the year 1884, 
was satisfactory. By t2lis time the membership of the Committee had 
changed. The Hon. Walter Scott never became an active membe_r and 
resigned before the real work began. The Rev. Mr. French-Smith ha6  
been replaced by Rev. Mr. Walker who in t c rn  was replaced by t h e  
Rev. Mr. Biggs, who lasted a long time in the Penang chaplaincy. 
B~shop-Chamkers had retired o w i c t o  ill-health and was replaced a s  
president by the Bishop of Singapore, Hose. David Brown had gono 
to  Europe but continned to be represented by his relations 
L. C. h v n .  Edmund Brown was to have a lengthy connection with 
t he  Mission (until 1893) a s  a-ere Vermont and Morrison and the  tsvo 
members elected in 1584, Sandilandj end Comrie. Vermont XI-as owner 
o r  manager of Batu Kawan Estate and Morrison Manager of Caledonia 
Sandilands was presumabIg zxanager of the firm of Messrs. Sandilands 
Buttery and Co., and Comrie was Secretary of the Presbyterian Mission. 

The work done by the Mission was influenced to a large extent 
by the positions held by the various committee members. The schools 
were placed on committee members estates and committee members often 
volunteered to get and support schooim.sters pr-irately when M i s e n  
funds were low. Mornson ~ romised  in 1831 to build a Church from 
" privato funds ": h c h  promises (there were others) never yielded 
fruit.  I t  was inevitable and admirable that ,  working on such a narmw 
budget a s  they were, every asset they had should be used in the most 
affect~ve manner possible. 

The sixth report, for 1885, was received with enthusl-asm. The 
Committk ordered a copy to be made and sent to H.E. the Governor. It 
was a t  this metizg t ha t  Courtney was granted 7 months' paid leave 
and he was promised that  the lncome hc had lost owing ta currency 
changes "should be made good to him when the funds of the institution 
will allow of it." The Rev. Xr .  B ~ g g s  and the Tamil M~sslona: y Deacon 
Ralavendrum were to loo!< after  the services and the schools sided by " 

Vermont and Brown. Lest the Peaang Goveinment be  averse from 
ietting Biggs do work on the main!and they were to be firmly told of 
the sewices rendered in Penang by the Rev. Courtney on past occasions. 
Probably this was meant a s  much as a reminder to the Rev. Mr. Biggs 
as  to the Penanq Government since Erown notes later, in his report on 
$858, that  Biggs only held one service on the mainland after Courtney's 
death. We shall hear more of the Rev. Mr. Biggs, 

. ~-. 



Reading w e e n  the lines of Cmrtney's 7th repolt, one getr 
the strong -im;ression that  he was not very pleased a t  the amount of 
work done while he was away. The exception is a ~ o r d  of appreciation 
for the Tamil 3lissionary Den-on Balavendnun. But it is to be expected 

' that  he would be rather slight of praise for his heTpeG. l 

conr&ey was-thanked for his " able services " when he ma 
hia 8th report on 17 April, 1888. Indeed, the Committee were fortunate 
dpmessing a man who appears so forceful and hopeful and persevering 
even if personally cold and hardheaded. I think that  is the best inter- 
pretation to be put on his character a fwr  reading the m i n u b  on his 
death: "af ter  a few cords  from the Bishop testifyixg to the good work 
earxestly m r f n m e d  F-2 ?!.. . D. Courtney and to the zeal shown by him 
in forwarding the object of L\:s ir.st~tuc:on, it was unanimously resolved 
that this meeting desires to record i ~ ?  i ts  minutes the great loss the 
Hission had sustained-by the death of the Rev. McDougpl Courtney who 
had bum ~ t s  chcl,,.~, , ,L.~ce 113 cammencement In 1579.'' That waa 
wntten ir. 13th February, 1889. Courtney had lasted almost ten years. 
The death of S a n d i j a , , ~ ~  1~:2s recordzd on the same minute. 

Courtney taught the higher ciasses az the BuXt Tengah achool 
during his last years and he often mentions disease breaking out a&ng 
the boys. A boy died of smallbox in 1884. P ~ r h a p s  it was of this 
trat Courtney died: p2-Laps of malaria that often ravaged Europee~ls 
i n  these days: perhaps of hard xork  and u-orry. 

r* 
He could rTot have been_more than 35 at  his death but a t  

rate his was a f ru i t fu l  life. 
- 

T H E  TWO SrFIOOLS. 
The BuEit T e ~ t y a h  and the Butterworth twhaob call foi full .- 

treatment than the r ' a s ;  the f o r ~ - e r  on account of its importance then, 
the latter becaas? it \--as the seed cut of which was ta come the oak 
of St. Mark's. Tk.2 schcol~ of course was xot k n o m  as  St. Mark'u 
until i t  was re-founded since the Church of St. Mark's was only consecrated 
on January E t h  1855. 



f corntry that  Province Wellesley was then is-dimcult 
but a few hints are sufficient <o rcinind us that it 
from wAat i t  is now. Waterways and mamps,  
, abounded. Roads mere dusty traeks, bounded by 

in whieh tigers prowled. %iw.g>g-was prirniiire and dispersed. 
f i e  rector lived in what r e  ~s i lk i  r.ow call a " basha," without 

$@XI water or  electricity. No doubt the plar.tation houses ww more 
y h i l t  and comfortable but. they were also more expensive. Travel 
by horsedrawn gharry. We are  told t h a t  the Rev. Henbarn in 

r to keep his physical condition used to .run behind his gharry from 
,, Bpkit Tengahkto take servicea at J3uttemort.h. iIe must have been 

brat~ .~  man for the one thing that  hns not changed is the climate. Death 
and illness - in these conditions -were commonpface. Walter Chambers, 
in tihe third entry in the Minnb-bpok, has to retire: Courtney died a very 
young man: bath Sandilanda and Corprie die while ~ 5 1 1  members of the 
committee. The smallpux epidemic a t  Bukit Tecgah has a l r d y  been 
mentioned; also the large bills for medicine and the frequent tripe to 
the hospital. There is one other factor that  c l ~ a r l y  differentiates then 
fmm now: dress. Each race dressed in its n a t i o ~ a l  cb&ume; the Chinese 
had queues and the Indian his turban. There was indeed little of that 
Europeanization of clothes that  is nowadays everywhere apparent. 

* 4 * * * * * 
At the e.nd of hia 1893 report the Chaplain ha 

eonclmion I would add that while I am able to give a 
of the work that is being. carried on I am aware that  t 
indefi,eocrm for extension of the hlission's 
We have s e n  what he had accomplished in eight y 
school was flourishing. St. Mark's Church had been built and 
m d  more Tamils and Europeans were coming under his spiritual idnence. 
The Mission finances 'had a surpl&r The Bonourable 3. M. Vermont 
must have k n  satisfied with his decision tc~ carry on the Wseion's work 

- in 1891; for if he had been for closure no dsubt his ord, as the oldest 
committee m m b e r  and a constant supporter of the sion, would have 
carried much weight. 

We have WW-50 q Renham extended his work in the period 
1m - 1911 for in 1911 etic success-.r the Rev. John H. Smith 
b m e  t k  fourth Chap1 Province WeUesley Miesion 1nstituti6n. 

, 
* ~ v e n  in 1906 Rev. Henhsm couldn't officiate a t  a Tamil Sem'cc 

an outbreak of cholera,' and the influema epidemic of 
ked harm in the  community. 



-- -- 

P e n  str ic t  about them.* He 'notes that  a friend of Windsor days " who 
kympathised with missionary work" has given $10 to the school which 
in all cost $500 in the years account. 

Average attendance in 1882 had gone up t o  40 of whom 25 v e r e  
boarders. The school earned $151 from the Goverr-ment by i t s  successes 
in examinations but ,  a s  Conrtnep lamented, " the expense of thc school 
has greatly i n c r e a ~ ~ d . "  I n  all, i t  cost %7'72.95 but the actual cost to 
t h e  Mission was redyced to the 1881 figure by the fees co!!ected f rom 
parents  and guardians and by g i f t s  f rom ir.dividuals: Edmond Brown 
gave $11.46, t h e  Bish3p of Sixgapore gave $8.38 and  Courtney himself 
donated $10. 

The  increase in numbers in this  year  meant tha t  a new boardiny 
hupse had to be built and a n  assistant master  hind -at $5 per  month. 
Courtney seemed pieased ~ i t h  the Head -because he gave him a raise 
of $5 in -4pril which made :?is pay 520 per month. Presumably this 
salary covered the services of his w:fe fo r  there is no separate  ec t ry  
f o r  her in the accounts. 

As already noted, 1883 was a bad $ear f e r  all t h e  schools with 
the -except~on of Bukit Tengah a!:d Courtney proceeded to  purge his 
-- 
~ ~ h o o k s - &  t h M c j e n t  m a s e r s .  Bilkit Tengah p~ogressed :  the average 
attendance -had gone uf-&- 51 and the sctad-earrd 931'iljO f rom the - 
Government. The Headmaster again got a S 5  raise in Aprii. 

The  1884 report gives us  an i rs ight  into :he conditions the 
boys lived under. Owing to o v e r c r o x d l r , ~  10 bc~:;s out of the 31 then 
in residence were attacked by smellnos in J u r e .  There a r e  no deaths 

, . recorded but  tha t  cond~tions did not muc.1 :n:prove is shown by two 
entries: "burial  of o r e  boarder gal.-anen " (1886) and " expense of 
catching runaway bcardcr"  (188.5). We c a r  judze tha t  the boys hzd 
a pretty monotonous diet by tke r e c u r r i r . ~  e n t r y  cf " ?.ice ar.d currystuff" 
t h e  only article of food ever s;,ecif.cal:y mentloced. Again only $31.22 
was  spent on the boy's ciothcs - a n  a.--emge of b l  each. To ernphasise 
the amount of ill-health the bs:-s s.14crrci f-om i t  is recorded that  q 2 3 . X  

' was spent on medicine in 1884 - a'-23-t as ml:ch p c  head a s  that  epent 
on , r ice for each boy :-?r m o ~ t l i .  T:-7 p>..ce of rice " making a hole in 
$1 per month per boy" is a tL:ny Coq.~!.tr.rj. r e p ~ a t ~ d l y  !aments. 

Combined with the very poor !ivir:.~ standards the boys had tn 
endure the constant u r g i n y  of Courtney and their masters to x-ork hard 
and so pass the examinatior?s and sn K;;; the Crovernme~t grants; I t  
was very much a " paynt.r.t by rr.:;uit.; " s:~stm: and i f ,  by attending 
Bukit Tengah, the b o p  fitted then:se!ves for  better positions they 
certainly earned them. 

Still mo?e boys atte::ded in 1585 - 66 being tho average 
attendance: nevertheless the school cost :he S k j i o n  only $60 and this  

- - 
Q 9- 



enm was BQ large mly  beca-~kg of "an unnsuallp heavy medicine bill 
($30.32) and the high price of r.cz." Co1:r:ney records " t h e  accommodation 
f o r  b w r d e r s  is a more dificult mctter  t3zn ever and I f e a r  a g rea t  deal 
of ill-health during t h e  yc;r amongst t k e n  is attributable to  the  close 
quarters  1 have to pack them intg." 58 bogs were boarding th i s  y m  
and  no new accommodat~on had been provided since 1882 when there 
were only 25. ( Note: the  nun-her went u p  to 47 i n  1889. Brown slashed 
i t  to 30.) A 

Courtney was by now 1iv;r.g a t  Enkit Tenga!! and  presumably 
- had begun to teach, or supervise t h e  teackmg of, the  higher fc rms  himself. 

Fipe boys entered for  the 5th s tandard e x a m i ~ a t i o n  r386 but none 
passed: " t h e  Governrne~t  Examiner has in the sch901 diary commented 
very favourably on the excel!ent -rnoFE>f;e cmsidcrs  the  school is doing 
b u t  he adds t h a t  if i t  is desired to er?ter boys for  es?minatlon above-the 
fourth s tandard a certificated- Cng::;h rncstcr must be obtained." 
~our tn& returns to the  subject a t  the e-4 cf h.s report. He advocates 
expansion of Bukit Tengah. In  the firs: p:ztce the Tzrnils a r e  enthusiastic 
about t h e  school: in the secoild tve G w e r r ~ - n r  h?.re formed a I'  favourablo 

-. estimate " of it. S o w  is the t:me t a  bc:Li. n5i7.- :s the t i m e  to employ 
a teacher from E ~ g l a n d .  The C o r n ~ ? ~ t t w  found tha t  they still had 
a deficit on their  hands and did not t?'.-.e t?.e hk:. 

Despite the  living c o g i t i o r s  ard, tb.e hard  worlr, 76 was the 
average attendance in IG8;. Thc acco;;r,,s do not reveal any new 
information except tha t  Dl~rzsamy's  pa- ints  !.as-e Seen summoned for 
the  non-pa~yment of fees and t h a t  t! e b n z ~ d e r s  nent t u  town on Jubilee 
Day. The  only o t h e ~  v k t s  t h a t  they rr.r.c!e r e r e  t o  Hospital (ghar ry  
hire charges of $3.25). Thcrc is one r?w charge: "mcssengers t?  
collect boarders." This c o ~ l d  b ~ -  inter?:-:c;l a s  meznicg + a t  the boys 
were still not as er.thus;ast'r a5out their school a s  their parerits. 
Courteny definikly taught  Ix t".e sckml tF.is ye l r :  " during 8 months 
of 1887 I took the Fnglis5. t~a-li i?p of rk.2 fifth ar.d half of 0.i: fofourth 
s tandard completely of: his ( i  0. the  E:cc!master) hands, giving him 

' also a n  extra, tha t  is, a ti-!!::! -4ssistar.t." .41thoy~gh the exa:nination. 
results had shown a f?!!ir,g n.,:av (r:5ich Courtney attributed to  the 
increasing s tandard of th-r i.v--1.rs:idn) he %-as ~ro:2d t o  write: '' I m a y  
add a s  evidence' of t h n  bw.~7.:lt~ t ! :e  schoqls a x  t o  the Tamils tha t  10 
boys from Bukit Tenyn'.. =ci-- ! -,::?-;r'~ tbe past gear have obtained 
situations in which s;rr.e kr .~i . ; le?g~ cf Erz l i sh  speakirg, writing and 
accounts is neces.%ii%." 

Af te r  Courtr.eyJs .cl:-r th  'nr.",:le 1291 b:,n!+:r?lptcy cf the Mission 
treasurers, the school a t  E:'hit T~nx?.!i  -:-?L.T the only c?e ' : r . ~ t  gninc. 
The schools a t  Eat-.: !;?;~:.r?, ?:-ye c-.:! C-::te~~:or?h wCTe In existence 
again by 1903 but t:12:.2 is r g  3: ;-.isn r e c o d  of them from the bankrupct:: 
q t i l  that date, except a brief note on ' S u p e r i n t m d a ~ c e '  in 1892. I t  is 

. 
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not proposed, however, a t  this ddge tn trace its History beyond 1890, 
Rather  i t  is  necessary to turn to the ear:y History of the s w l  tha t  
was destined to fulfil the vision Courtney felt Bukit Tengah could 
fulfil, but did not, - the Hlstory, of the Butterworth SchooI. 

8 t t * 
8 

The star t ing and equipping of the E x t t e r w o r f h  School hag already 
been mentioned. It had a short and not very glo:~uus career- -tasting 
from 188.5 until Brown I R  July 1889 " cor~sidered it advisable to close p -  

i t  a s  there were so few scholars and  I was  not sat-seed x i t h  the master." 
hfessrs. Brown's bankmpcty which forced' the 311xion to close all its -' 

schools except Buklt Tengyh in 1890 therefore played no par t  in i t s ,  
closure. I t  r an  downhil! on its own account. ' 

A few facts  arLd figures wi!! fill out this ?ad picture. In i t s  ': 

first year the school d ~ d  well, earning $127 in Government Grants. 
Courtney had not expected t h ~ s :  he had made loaris to the Headmaster 
which the lat ter  promptly paid back. The furni ture of the school- 
homeoer hadbeEnl?ought  by the Mission so Coui-trLey--in order to;, 
convince the master tha-,'ml-at was good for  the goose was good for  t he  
gander - clapped a 10% interest charge on that. - - 

Ic 1886 the schmi s c e r e d  from a riyal. This was not the first ' - ''. 
time this had  happened. W 3 e n  Cozltney closed the Simpang Ampat ' 

school i n  1882 he intended the closure to 12s: only a month until he . 
could get a better man x i l o  \vo~:ii r.ot quarrel wit?: tbe-children's parents. - 
To his dismsy " a high-caste Tamil col!ected the childreri in the villaze 
temple and set up  schurji t i e re ,  making a t  t h ~  same time' agreements ~. 
\T-ith the parents ta sezd t k t i  children to him fn;. a ;mi, "-and Courtney 
was never able to re-c.;lt.n his schclol there. That  he l e a m a  from this 
experience is proved t y  the f5llox~ing: " The sclior~!r::aster has, however, 
now entered into an ;i~.:-r.:rr,c.nt niti this man !i.e. :he B u t t e r ~ o r t h  rival). . 
which I hope w i l  bl-::I; a?,out r:lol-e satisfactory reslllts this year.', 

X t t m d a ~ c e s  k c i t  stead:; d:lring 1857 - 22 boys were taught  
regularly. The sc?.oo: c21-:ic-d 51511 from thp Go\-el-nment and obtained 
excellent esaminatl?:?  lilt^. Eut  Co1~rtnr.y rrontinns t h c  reason: " many 
of the boys ha:-ing failr:d 15': year before  k.-d been n..orking in the same 
s:andards for  2 :;ears." Ttii o:d master, Sathanic1,-,\vas paid off in 

* .  1 Octr~ber and a ne:v r?:ar? - .-!rer: r.ow on a s a i a y  and so coming under 
Courtcey's full s~y,c:.\-.sir:r.-\v3ss paid $14 fnr two rno3th.i work. His 
name %as Michae!. 

earned from the C-overnr~:e::t 2nd examination : . t s ~ : t i  !-cached 84% an+- '. 

903: of the possi'lie. S o m t t h i ~ g  must have rnnc- ~ l l d r l ~ ~ n i ~ '  and sel-iousiy ' 
w-rong by July 1882 wheri Brovn saw fit to c!ose iht - school, "The -. 

- 
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Eildren wha were anxious m learn mere trsnsferred as boarders 
school and were r;reser.ted fo r  examination there. F o m  

took advantage of this. The furniture was removed to Bukit 
School and the master paid off. I also gave the proprietor 

th'8 extra rent  in  lien of notice to quit." 

We do -not hear  again of the Butterworth School until December 
its expenses mere $17.73: in the same year the Mission 

the tnree chaplains under i ts  employment. 

Interlude Februxy 1589 - December 1892 
- The Rev. H.'McDongall Coafiey,  " our much - r epe t t e i  &aga in  " 
Edrnund Brown referred to him, r a s  dead, but the n-ork he had 

inaugurated for  the mission had to go on. At the m ~ e t i z g  called on 
F e b r u a ~ y  13, 1883 the Bishop cf Singapme addressed those present 
"on the subject of the appoxtment  of a new chaplain. He  pointed out 
tha t  it was a difficult matter  to get a suitable person and some time 
would have to elaspse even af ter  5r.dir.g the proper person before he 
could arrive in the Sett:crnent." Until a new c h ~ p l a ' , ~  arrived tho 
Honorary Secretary, E & n u ~ d  Bron-n. n-as pnr in charge of the hIissicnls . 

work and i t  was  he who m o t e  the repgrts for  the years 1868 and 1889. 
It is as well to r ~ n e n l b e r  - in  view of =.ha:, happened soon a f tenfards  - 
how much labour he expended during these years. (1 )  

I t  proved impossible to hold the twice-a-month s e ~ v k e s  for  the 
Europeans a f te r  Courtney's death so the Govel-nmont Grant  of $50 a - 
month lapsed. The Tamil i'vfission work Kent ahead remlar ly ,  both in 
the North and South of the  Provhce,  cnder  the supe~vision of %r. 
Balavendrum. (2 )  The schools p ro~ i e s sed ,  S1,453..J0 Feing mrnerl in 1888 
a s  against $1,338 in 1887, but E romi  had seen fit to cut down the 
number of boarders a t  Bnkit Tegah from 47 t.i 30. As a!readg noted 
the boys mas t  have been crarnnsd together since no new bui ldhg  had 
been undertaken there since 1881: what bu;!ling t h e ~ e  ,A--as ncedcd repair. 
The lat ter  par t  of the 1888 r i -pn~t  deals with the n ~ - 3  to sta7-t building 
the church a t  Bukit Tengah. 1Y.000 bricks given by the Penang Sugar 
Estates  Company " s e r e  n 3 ~  1y:r;' on t're spot ~e!oc*et'! iiv 3ir. Courtney 
and myself as  a suitable site for  the Church" and $4.GEl.86 had been 
promised as  subscriptiors. $600 had been s~v,;cribed by thr3 fxcnds  of 
the late  Bir. Courtnec. It  looted as  t:?ough the M c : o n  v;as about to 
be rewarded w ~ t h  ita first pe-mment church. Hov.ever, no actlon waa 

(I) In  January  1890 a cord,al vote of thnn!:~ r ~ z s  vo'cd to the Hon. 
Se c r e t ae foF  hisp s e x c m m  connection ~ ~ ~ t h  the \>o:!.lng cjf the 
Mission. - - 

( 2 )  Balsvendrum was the f a ihen  of the present ylcar 's  Warden 
of S t  hIarkls, Bui t en~o r th .  



in 1889 or in 1890 a n d  by mid-1891 i t  wag - 
te. The blow lien which slmost ended the Mission's life 

of a meeting held on the 4th July, 1891 ) ' 

of the removal of the  b w s  belonging 
Building Fund hitherto &red a t  Bukit Tengah to Golden 
fo r  sa fe  custody." It n a s  not until January  1895 tha t  

hat  ivas St .  Mark's a t  Buttenvorth. 
Of his 1889 report B r o m   rites that  " i t  cannot be considered 

s f a e h y  a s  those of the  past which must be largely accounted 
the  fac t  of the  limited amount of funds a t  my disposal and the - 

f a Chapla?n." KO g ran t  had been fcnhcoming from Govern- ' 
r from the SPG nor had tke Presbyterian mission been " i n  s. . 

n to make us their usual-or 2r.y ailowance." mLonsiderable mystery . 
nds the latter statement. It appears t ha t  the  Penang Presbyterians* 

r e  still wi1lir.g to support the Mission but  sxne  legal tussle with the 
rnment was preventing them. Fo r  oxr pnrpeses i t  1s enough to ,  
tha t  by August, 1891 their cont r%-~t im to  the Mission stopped fo r  
. The other grants---from C-2renr r .e~ .  and the SPG were, of course, 

pendent on t he  p r e s e r . c e f  a chaplain :n t5.e province. 
But  the Committee vias clearly worr:ed about the fu ture  f i nanc~s  

Mission. One Instance of th:s: " ixrr.ed.ately af ter  t he  examinatio)~ 
to want of funds I had to cczd a n a y  al l  the  paying boarders 
Bukit Tengah) but s i v e  then solne h a r e  Seen re-admltted on 

on of their paying 31.59 per rronth each in advance instead of 
1 in a r r ea r  v.-hich TTas sornstirnes never paid." - Brown wzote to - 

Governor of Singapore, S i r  Cccll C l e~~ :~ .n t i  Smith, on the 26 J U ~ B  
ting out to him Lhe g x d  wor:: the n .ss on had donr and intended* 

to do: this was by way of ensurin: thc cant-nuance of the  Prestvteriar,  
pan t  a s  well a s  reminding the Goiu:.rLmcxt of their fu ture  ob!~gation' 
aa soon a5  the Chaplain a rnved .  " His Excellency," so the RcslOentJ 
Counc~llor, of Penang, Xr. Skinner, m n t e  in reply. " had r q t  failed t o .  

>efulness of the no14 ?he Y i s i o n  had done but z scheme recogmse the q- 
h s d  to be worked out In accordance with Ordinance !.'I of 1859 and. 
submitted by the body refa-rcd to  :-I t h e  O r d ~ ~ a n c b  as t h r  r i ' o ~ c r  one." 

as a familiar ring. JIeanwhile " t he  Honourable J 11. Vermont  
volunteered a donatlon of S l . ? W  for  the incidental evrcnses 

lng  the getting out a?.! enqnorrne~3t c,f a cierg-man: and :t n-as 
unanrmously agreed to record a r T o i t  c~1.1!.3! vote of t'nari:.;~ to bin-." 

A letter from D a v ~ d  B r o ; , ~  E:r:l,:re dated 9 >In:;, l b r l l ~  brought 
the promise of axother do~atlorl .  (3 I " F t l a t  -xe proposi- r i ~ ~ , l i g  " th r  
l e t k r  read " is to &re the property or? vr:-,:ch the hsLi<e rt'l;: 15 hring - 

(3) David Brown was, of cucrsp, ths  co-founder oi tke  M~ss~or )  
in 1873. 



hich contains sufficient land f o r  t h e  

ith the " munificence " their  : 

l a t t e r  had not been in tne hands of the sub-Camnittee a t  all  and t h z t  
in consequence no meeting bad been held." " Considerable discussion 
then took place." Finally it  was e g ~ e e d  t h a t  the Church building a t  
Bulnt Tengah be persevered with. 

Then the blow fell. The Honorary Treasurers, Xessrs. Brown 
& Co. went bankrupt, and w:?h their  s ~ s ~ e n s : m  Went $1,40 

- -, 
Misdion's money. 

The Committee tha t  on the 5th Juxe  were a t  loggerheads orc'r 
the bnsiness of Bukit Tengah Church had, on the 23rd, a much m o r e  
serious mat te r  on their  plate. The bankruptcy -A-zs in every respect 
a crisis: and a crisis always 1s a test of character. I t  was not just 
the matter  of the money lost bllt t 3 a t  factor alone was suffic~ent ta 
depress men who had been strugg!ing to make the mission work on 

insufficient funds f o r  over a decade. I t  more a n  lasue of confidence: 
shall we go on or  shall we throu- u p  the wb.o!e ~ o r k ?  

Edmund Brown, ko doubt more o.~t  of embarrassmeni than lsck 
of courage, moved tha t  the Miss:on be c!osed on the 30th June.  The 
proposal found no seconder. " A f t e r  considerable discussion i t  wzq 
resolveci-to e a r n  on t t e  ;vorli of tlx I\.f.s.on t ~ l l  t h  end of J u l y "  

( 4 )  Brown's g:ft was  vested IE trl-ist Wli2 SPG. 

( 5 )  Logaq's g L f t  was 1nten4ed i?. tFle C o r m  Ltes for  the Chuich ' 

buddmg fund. A la ter  r.,,r.;;e esp la~ned  that the n ~ o n ~ j ~  could 
not be used In t h ~ s  wag-. 



- 
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time the views 
had decided to w a ~ t  on events and, a s  i t  turned out, this 

was a satisfactory course. 
4 "' 

Before i t  met again -on the  4th Ju ly-a  considereble cor- 
respondence had taken place on t h e ~ m t t e i -  ouf"5.e bankruptcy: I t  appeals  
t h a t  the Rev+ N r .  Horsfall  had addressed a -  l e t ~ e r  to  the Government 
asking for  " certain assistance." There is no e r idmce  to shon. tha t  he 
was *king f o r  personal assistance sinoe there was still enoxgh money 
to pay his passage back to England, although, d% a committee membep 

- h a 0  pointed out a s  f a r  b ' u k  as 5th J a n a a v ,  zo  explicit agreement had 
been made with him on.this poinf. F o r  v:hatei-er abject the  "assis tance" 

as asked (an-g. ivorth r.o'ing t h a t  P,ror,% refused t 3  b e l i ~ v e  tha t  
orsfall had w e t t ~ n  an? such letter) beye was a n  opportunity f o r  the 
sident ~ o u n c i l l o r ,  >IT. Skincc-r to v z i %  a czs ty  *ate to the C h a p l a i ~  
Penang, the Rev. X r .  E i ~ g s .  " TYho w a s  ~.espo~sib!e," a s  s Skinner 2i 

usiy, " f o r  the in-;eztrregt of the >Iiasion fnnds in Erown & Co. ? 
e deposit o r  the i n r ~ s t m e r t  .cf the P.T. Church Euilding Funds 
m & Co. ? Is not the Honorzry Secrerary responsjbie, uzless 

was  so urdcred ? E z d  the subscribers any  roice in i t ? "  Such brow- - 
e a t h _ h a d  i ts c S w t  or? Ejggs e-ho ir. tu rn  n-rote a hectoring note to 

the  Hon, S&%fxrT xbfch spoke of suSln: t tbz :be r.attc: to legal opinion. 
Government, a d  possijly Biggs hin-selc t h x g i i t  t h a t  -Ho~afa l l  a n d  

wn both knew 0: tb.e i r n p e n C r , ~  co!:epse of tl:e b rnpzny  but had " .  
e n0thir.g to n-ithhzv; hlissior. rur.cs zince "G.ey corside 

ega!." " By \i-l?nrr. weye you informed thz t  i t  y a s  illegal? ' 
ipps. "Tb.is las t  question is made Eecessary by t h e  undoubtc 

- tha t  31essrs. Cro~i;n & Co. made paw:er.ts eclua!!~ liabie t o  be called . 
illegal vzithin a few days of sl.~zpa-.dizz p;yr.er.t." 

Probably Horsfall and  Brnwn did iino:~ of :he ic-i?c~ldlng failure, - 

but as  men of some integrity they ~ o u l d  not  ~ ~ 1 : s  ac!vzntage of t!ielr 
inside information. Edmhr.d Rrowr! r e p i i d  t o  T?i::s a a y i r ? ~  tha t  the . 
matter  coulti best be discussed in Committnt. " ;:; ? ? l c -  subject .is iuch - 

a p e r i ~ n - . l  one tha t  I scarcely consider any arsx?:  -r,mir.g fronl me can - 
be looked apon as unprejudiced by 0.e P~,sid;nt C3'Xlcil~o?." . 

At the meeting- on 4th Jul:;. 1891 - 15is c?:-rciponrience \vas . 
ead. Biggs expressed apologies fo r  having \v:-i!~c!l h1.5 lrstter " h i  i t  

Couficillo~ rhat  he diJ-& (6 . )  The C02xr~itkflr t:<j!ress(:d itself thus:  

( 6 )  The Commi:tee C O U ! ~  n35 k.a:;~ tho7;ght t)a(iiy of  Biggs bccause. 
City mad? h i x  th r l r  secretary \vher. Edciund Brown resimed. 
(December 1821) 
S ~ j , n e r  as R e i d e n t  C~;mclilol-, couid of cr~urse put  a grczt 
deal of pressure on his colo~I;11 chaplain, 





.- 

. . 
n the subject of theh official du:ic; c i t ho i - t  tke p r e r i o c ~  sanction of 
Ke Comxittc-2. the next r . . ;c!:: - :  (1; 3cc. 1231) E r o ~ n  resigner1 

-. secretarysl;ip but re:air,x! h:s :. ,,!. - - -  .-r 2s c?i::na?y~ -;;:ember. Horsfal! 
. ~ 

i r g  to the c w c l u ~ o n  t1:s.t kt I z.,?. '' !-.; pcxxmency here " asked 
issi:;~. to accepi a post oRertd hir.? at  Rov;ebo:.ne, near. Perth in 

estern Australia. He went ir. >Iarch, iS?Z. 



- -. 
- 

r t h e  crisis of the bankruptcy the fiwt p r w p a t i o n  of - 
ee was  wi th  -finance. Henceformard c r d t  balances at the 

a r e  the factors  t h a t  pIease i t  most.' Henham became ' 

Mission on his arr ival  (he was present a t  the committee 
December 19, 1892) : the  Committee decided tha t  " all " 
y X r .  Henham be countersigned by one of the members 

tee." I n  August, 1893 Hefiharn asked t h a t  John-his 
a t  Bukit Tengah-be allowed a n  increase i n  pay bu t  the - 

decided against  i t  (later on i t  was generous to  beth John- 
since the chaplain "Euld not produce accounts% show 
funds available would meet such expenditure." when * 

uced the ~ u g i t  Tengah accourAs in 1896--%q-sho~ed a - 

'which the chaplain expIained away by s a g i n g l s e  Government ' 

f o r  the t l y e e  boarders they had pu t  inzo the school. " The 
tha t  the  n6thdran-a1 of t h e  payment from govern- 

or $4.5,'' The Chap!a:n then explains that-" a ye?ir's '. 
a n t  f o r  results had been paid to the  Headmaster . 

credited v i t h  only half the Grant." The comm~ttee 
: i t  w2s good t h s t   he chaplain had such confidence 

' 

his Headniaster. Anothe? instance of tne f k a p l a i n ' s  vagJeness . I S  
recorded in August, 1898. The C o m n t k e .  ri-ere due to talk o re r  th- 
project i o r  the B u t t u w o r t h  Church but  " the R e v  H. C. Henham explain& 
t h a t  h e  had  not brought the plan ~ i t h  him: he hnd- a n  estimate fo r  the 

. 

Church of $400 but  xyas not certain ~f i t  mclcded the  fittings showr..& 

The  Cormi t tee  exercised a n  eagle e3-e o re r  money. Biggs had 
ercised h i s  d i s e r ~ t i o a  in  disallowir?g ,certain items in the accounts ' 

presented by J o h n "  in 1892: " t h e  3Ieeting approved. The Secretar)- ' 
w a s  quick to point out  to the G o v e r ~ m e n i  :hat i t  had not paid thc fees . 
o f .  i ts  three H i n d u  boarder.? a t  Bukit Tengzh. The Committee ask Enl. ' 

a disused bungalo:.: ]:ear the  Bui.:it Tengoh sci~rml w-hich %as oxvned 11;. ' 

Government: Hecham i:~ h i s  report for 18'1.3 ( tbe  only repor? contained 
,L vaulr!  be .err-iceahle" and  he helievcs i n  the Minute hcoii) says:  " ;+ 

. - -that the Government would let them use it nr a t  least h a v e  i t  c!cnlr>lishr.tl 
a n d  its material t r a n s f e x e d  to thc Mission con?~o:~r?d .  He was  banking 
on the genemsity of thc  neiv Residcnt Co..~ncilli:.r, C a p b i n  r b : d ~ i s ? n ,  ~ v h n  
had replacec! Skixncr. Government, Iio;ve-;el., oc-'cr.cd to sell the property - to the Mission- a n  c z e r  which is refused -bt;ith snorts of indipnation 
folloxxed bg a decision t o  build ext~rlsinn:i nut of their oii-n n1o;Ir.y. H y  
this  time the Committee is feelicg sure? of its finance?: while in liili'.! ' 

i t  had ' i~et.~. delighted that the Goccrr.rci::t had voted their an :~ i ;x l  =!.a:lr 
. . 

on the promise t h a t  Henham v a s  soo!~ ar.rjv:ng, by 1833 it h:iii !!icirlc,il 
that it wouid n.it accept Government mor:::j f o r  :5e Dukjr Te.2-~j-i - t s::io<!l 



- .- 

be x a d e  deper,dent on such conditi 
/ onary character of Bukit Tengah' scho 

1 of course, the SPG g r a n t  was renewed 
ts mere f o r t h - m i n g  f rom the Sneider 

subscriptions ;:.ere reopened. Annual 
shi_ocersifideed - did much to lessen the 

T h e  amount collected by such means 
han  before due to there  being more Europeans settled on -- 

d and  probably to some extent  to  the crisis of 1891. N e o n ~  
the  Mission could afford t c  let i t  g 

'fficulties again. T h e  Committee -also r a i d  $1,565.89 f r o  
the Tpwn ~ a ! i ,  which s u m  covered nicely the  building 

rwor th  Church and left over enough to buy the land a t  Bu 
on which tho Nission Hou_se stood. Evidences a r e  forthcoming 
e Committee had relaxed their financial stringency.(*) I t  is  
d to  buy land f o r  a cemetery, to rea t tap  the Chaplain's house 

co-st of $90) and to  pack John 03 to  India f o r  three months' 
on ful l  pay. This  was  i n  1896. John had controlled the Bukit 
school f o r  thirteen years  and had been a n  active catechist f o r  

the game period: he had earned a rest.  

Before leaving th i s  dull subject of firance there is one incident 
t h a t  h a s  to be recorded. I n  January ,  1SCS !::c Committee decided tha t  
it ought to have fta accounts annually audikd-and"'ask-d Edmsnd B r o m  
to do the job. (1) I n  f a c t  he must h a r e  refused this siggestion, f o r  R&ay 
Esquire is  found to be doing it. 

I I * * * * * 

The character of t h e  new Chaplain hes only beer. touched upon. 
the Rev. H. C. Henham, the only son of 2 family of six. (2)  B a s  a bachelor 
and, as one who remembers him puts  i t ,  " a  Godly man." Three things 
emerge about him from the  recqrds we have of his work. F l r s t  and 
toremost he is interested in  t h e  Xissionzry side of t h e  Institution's 
work and less in the Educatioznl. Durji?.: the yexrs ur.der r w i e w  only 
the school a t  Buliit Tengah was kept ruRning acd  no eiTort seems to 
have been made to expand the Day,  Schools which thc Mission x a s  

( *  There was another currency depreciation in 1895 and the 
Committee added $15 p.a. to Henham's stipend. 

(1 )  E. Brown had resigned :>is o rd i rz ry  members place on the  -. Committee in November, 1533. 

12) He had one of his sisters v.:h him for she is  ho!ding a scripture 
893. She  presumably kept home f o r  him. 



* mperintendfw " a8 ommber, 1892. (3 )  He changes the emphash-  
ev& at B d ~ t  Tung 3.3 we read t ha t  " ty~e rule that  boarders 
in t ha t  Behaol shou ristians or prepzred to become &ristians 
had not  hitherto bee ced." This was said in reference to the 
question - ahall we  Government Grants  on any  conditions? 
m o u g h  "a  difference of &pinion '' y;as expressed there is  no doubt 
that Henham urged the  Missionary demands uyon the schools' work 
Efe was  successful. He w r i k s  in h i s  Rep@ tha t  a '" definite r e l i g io~~s  
teaching ie-bparted to the pupila" and by 1896 the Blshop is  reporting 
"very favourably" on the teaching of the  school a s  shown by the 
answers of the pupils a t  their recent Religious examinzt;,on." Henham's 
energy, then, went in the main into R~lig+o?s development of which 
the physical evidence was the  building of St, Mark's (referred to below) 
and t he  spii-itua! evidence the increased numbers attending Church 

ces, both European and Tami!. 

seeond quality whic6 is obvious in the chap!an is  his loye 
ans. His generosity to John has been mentioned: he was 

urgmg the Commtttee to give him and his assistacts more pay 
bowed ha rd  to get his 'mife a satisfactorq. fixed wagc. The 

had been satisfled to al!ow her the m x e y  her  girls ( there 
1893) earned f rom <?e Government by examination passes : 

th&she did not malce a success of this " pa>ment by results 'i _ , - 
system a n d , h  1893 rras allowed a regular $5 per month. Henhnm :.cry 
early on i$-woxied becausc. 173 cannot m m a g e  to get round to all tho 
Tamils i n  his huge parish: t!le:; a r e  scattered shont cn e s t a t ~ s  an_d_do 
not have the  blessings of religion. R e  notes przudly that  13 haw been 
baptised in one year and that  another boy, no\T iz sztisfactory employment 
near  Taiping, is  determired to bxorne a Chrlztian i n  spite of parental 
opposition. Horn ]nu-:I the T n ~ i l s l r r a n t  a church is proved by the 
following: " considering the p c v r r t ~ g L t k e  lat ter  I cmsider  tha t  their 
contribution of $?6.;0 ~ 3 s  nn ~.-rn'at-.'<-.kl? si-n of their d t S r e  for  r 
&table building f o r  D ;v :~e  v:orsh~p.'~ ITcnham pushed the C o m t t e e  
i n b  foundlry a cc r i rL - . - - -  ? C  Ei:kit Tpry' :  F - c ; l n ~ ~  t h y  Tamils caynot 
afford the journey t o  Penang for  Christian t ~ r l a ? .  S o  doubt his lat~1- 
reports -if r;s c?u!d r x d  t!-ern- v:ou!d c9ntp:n flfrther references 
to his care a ~ d  l o ~ e  fc r  h:s Tnmil par i sh io~ers .  Such was returned. 
he is rem~mbered  a s  a 3 7 n  who lowd Asians. 

Thirdly --ar?d this p3:n.t has already been hinted a t  - Henham 
travelled more, bozh e b c t  kc , -  ;.rrri;h a n d - n t h i n  the p:ni~sula. IP. 1893 
he had given European scrv:c:s a t  f i ~ e  cmtres  regularly throughoct the 

-- 

(3) There is y o  re~.-.-' of I 'ct S.?TI's \?ere k ~ g t  +on after  the 
bankruptcy, but ~t swms  probable tha t  they were ?rye a r d  
Batu Kawan, possibly Xibong Tebal. 






