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PREFACE

This dissertation began eight years ago with a plan
to write a book on F, Hastings Smyth and the Society of the
Catholic Commonwealth. Initial reading of primary sources
and research by correspondence took place during my last
three years of teaching at Bishop Patteson Theological
Centre in the Solomon lslands. I continued the research for
three years at Trinity College, Toronto, where the hook
turned into a doctoral dissertation. The last two years of
writing have taken place in the midst of my work as Asia/
Pacific missicn coordinator of the Anglican Church of
Canada.

There are many people to whom I would like to ex~
press appreciation for their cooperation and support in the
writing of this dissertation.

First, this dissertation clearly would not have been
possible without the cooperation and openness of Elmer J.
Smith of Prince William, New Brunswick, last superior of the
Society of the Catholic Commonwealth. His decision to give
me access to and then long-term loan of the archives of the
Society of the Catholic Commonwealth (including Smyth's
persocnal papers) made writing on Smyth and the S.C.C. both
feasible and exciting. I am also thankful for the many hours
he has spent with me and his fine example as a priest.

Second, almost all of the living former members of
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the Society of the Catholic Commonwealth (some have died
since my interviews with them) have cooperated in providing
archival material, recollections and encouragement for this
dissertation. Their names occur throughout the text and in
the footnotes. I must especially thank Marjorie and Cyril
Powles, Alice and Dan Heap, Anne and Bruce Mutch, Mary and
John Wagland, David Rigby, Margaret and Jack Adam, Margaret
and Edgar Assels, Robert Wild, Robert Crouse, Carman Carson
and George Parker of the Canadian cells: Bros. Paul and
Francis, O.I.W., Ed Seldon, Herbert Cahoon, Marshall Swan,
Reed and James Pfeufer, Al Putnam, Peter Ruderman, Hugo
Munsterburg, Henry Veatch, Frank Cérthy, Fred Jansen, Wil-
liam vVan Meter, Dieter Goetze, Alden Powers, Archer Torrey,
Helen and Roger Ray, Nadine Pendleton, Jonathan Bayliss and
Tim and Linda Hall of the American cells; Isabel and John
Rowe, Sherry and Tom Waldon and Valerie Richards of the
English cell; and Reiko Shimada, Christopher Yazawa and
David Tsukada of the Japanese cells.

Smyth's family members, friends and early associates
of the Oratory were also cobperative. I am especially grate-
ful to Smyth's cousins, Alice Smyth Creighton, Charles P.
Smyth, Henry De Wolf Smyth and Carol Mott Butler, for mater-
ial on Smyth's early years; Mary Balmer, T.M. Parker, Mi-
chael Scott and Herbert Rees for material on Smyth's years
in England; David Cochran, Philip V. Rogers, Edgar B.
Graves, George Nesbitt, John M. Moore, J.A. Rockwell, H.
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William Foreman, Dudley Dennison and Robert L. Jacoby for
material on the Clinton oratory; Henry Knox Sherrill, wil-
liam N. Dale, John R. Watt, Paul Haldeman, Joseph Fletcher,
Frank Touchet and Anson B. Stokes for material on the Cam-
bridge oratory. Many others have also provided material and
recollections. 1 am grateful to all of them.

Several archives and libraries have provided very
helpful material. I am particularly thankful to the Hamilton
College Library, Clinton, New York; the Archives of the
Episcopal Church, Austin Texas; the Geophysical Laboratory
Library of the Carnegie Institution, Washington; the Beinec-
ke Library, Yale University; the archives of Christ Church,
Cambridge; the Episcopal Divinity School ‘Library, Cambridge;
the Arents Research Library, Syracuse University; and the
Swarthmore College Peace Collection. I am thankful to the
superjor of the Order of the Holy Cross, Clark W. Trafton,
O.H.C., for access to the O.H.C. archives in the Episcopal
Church Archives. I must especially mention the helﬁful coop-
eration of Frank K. Lorenz of the Hamilton College Library,
V. Nelle Bellamy and Elinor S. Hearn of the Archives of the
Episcopal Church, Dolores M. Petry of the Carnegie Institute
Geophysical Laboratory Library, and Mrs. A.L. Pike and Mrs.
J.H. Chadbourn of Christ Church, Cambridge, archives.

I am thankful to the bishop of Chichester, E.W.
Kemp, for providing access to Bishop George Bell's ordina-
tion candidates book; Mrs. Valerie Eliot for providing
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copies of Smyth's letters to T.S. Eliot; Robert S. Russell
for providing a copy of John Forbes Russell's essay on the
S.C.C.; Jonathan Bayliss for his early notes for a Smyth
biography: Richard Young’for preserving the Van Meter S.C.C.
pPapers; the registrar's offices of Hamilton College and
General Theological Seminary and the alumni offices of Ham-z
ilton College, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and
Princeton University for providing biographical material on
Smyth and Johnston.

I am grateful to James E. Frang for obtaining
Smyth's and the Society's F.B.I. files under the Freedom of
Information Act; Mary de Rachewiltz for help with the Ezra
Pound Collection at the Beinecke Library; Teresa Thompédn of
the General Synod archives of the Anglican Church of Canada
for advice on cataloguing the S.C.C. papers; and Tim Wain-
wright for proofreading the final copy of the dissertation,

I am thankful for the support and advice of my
thesis director, Cyril Powles, and the other two members of
the thesis committee, Lee Cormie and Roger Hutchinson. I am
thankful to John Rowe for his comments on the first draft of
the concluding chapter. The Historical Department of the
Toronto School of Theology and the Divinity Faculty of Trin-
ity College have also provided much encouragement.

I am also grateful for financial support given to
this dissertation by the St. Augustine of Canterbury Founda~--
tion, Canterbury, England in 1983-84 and the Social Sciencesf
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